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Unfortunately, the meeting rooms at Liverpool
Central Library remain closed, and there is no
definite date when they are likely to reopen.
Therefore, I have reluctantly decided to cancel
the three remaining lectures of 2020.
We will hopefully be able to recommence the
programme in 2021. I look forward to seeing
some of you then.
Dr Arline Wilson

Dissertation prize 2020
Message from the President
It is now nearly six months since the beginning
of lockdown, and although Covid-19 rules and
regulations have eased to some extent we are
still facing extraordinary times. I do hope that
all is well with you and your families.
Let me reassure members that they will be receiving this year’s edition of Transactions on
time. This is due to the sterling efforts of our
Editor, Dr Bertie Dockerill. We owe him a great
debt of gratitude. Thanks are also due to Nick
and Denise Foggo, and the Editorial Board, for
their assistance.
Although the AGM had to be cancelled in
March, the Society’s accounts have been independently examined and confirmed as a true and

The Society awards up to two dissertation prizes
of £150 annually for undergraduate and/or masters dissertations on any aspect of the history of
the two historic counties of Lancashire and
Cheshire. Winners may be invited to submit an
article based on their dissertation for publication
in Transactions.
Entries should be submitted by the student’s institution in an electronic format, along with a
brief report written by the supervisor (or an examiner). The report must include the work’s
recorded mark.
The dissertation must have been submitted to an
institution of higher education in the previous
12 months. The deadline for submissions is the
10th December 2020. Private submissions will
not be considered.

www.hslc.org.uk

Submissions are to be sent to Professor Nick
White (n.j.white@ljmu.ac.uk). Entries will be
judged by a sub-committee of the Council of the
HSLC. More details can be found on our website here: (https://bit.ly/2ZnLtUc).

Call for reviews and reviewers:
Dear member,
My name is Marc Collinson and I have recently
been appointed as Book Reviews Editor of our
Transactions. I want to ensure our book reviews
remain of interest to members and to encourage
wider contribution to the section.

Book review:

As many know, we request and are sent a variety of books, be they academic monographs,
popular histories, or shorter local interest publications. Primarily related to the geographical
area of Lancashire and Cheshire, they can also
take in interactions and relationships with
places and people beyond the county borders.

Saumarez Smith, O., Boom Cities: ArchitectPlanners and the Politics of Radical Urban Renewal in 1960s Britain, (Oxford, 2019). £72
hardback, 208 pp.
It is a rare book about post-war urban planning
that can fascinate and inform the reader with the
panache of Otto Saumarez Smith’s Boom Cities.
An academic monograph drawing on PhD research, the book uses a north-west English
experience to develop a comprehensive argument about the idealism and ambition that
informed urban planning in the 1960s.

As BR Editor, I want to ensure more voices are
included and reviews are undertaken by members who wish to. I am therefore asking if any
member is interested in:
• Writing book reviews of 700-1000 words for
major works (to be published in Transactions).
• Writing shorter reviews of 200-300 words of
shorter works for this newsletter.
• Suggesting books for review in either of the
above publications.

There is a pleasing consistency to the book,
which can certainly be judged by its well-designed cover. Of particular interest to members
will be chapters 3 and 4. The former explores
the urban transformation of Blackburn, and the
latter contextualises Graeme Shankland’s controversial and half-finished redevelopment of
Liverpool. In many ways, they help us understand why plans were commissioned and
perhaps why our north-western urban areas look
as they do. It also ensures we see planners as
people in their time, with their own agendas and
ambitions, rather than as a fuzzy class to be
blamed for an urban environment that did not
measure up to their dynamic visions.

If so, please contact me at m.d.collinson@bangor.ac.uk and I will try to facilitate an
opportunity. Obviously, we are limited by the
number of books we receive and can send out to
review, but I hope we can include as many as
possible across our various outlets.
Dr Marc Collinson

Online history courses of potential interest to members

In the process, Saumarez Smith reclaims trends
and terms like brutalism from lazy and superficial dismissal and locates these ambitious postwar urban planners within their historical context and intellectual milieu. This is a book for
the admirer of ‘brutalism’, the interested urban
resident, and the contemporary architect as
much as the scholar of past planning. For those
intrigued by how our cities entered ‘modernity’,
and why they look the way they do, members
could do much worse than read this text.

External organisations often send details of
courses and events that might be of interest to
our members. Over the last few weeks I have
received information about a film about the
voyage of the Mayflower, and a number of
courses in American presidential and British
history. Flyers are available via this link:
(https://bit.ly/33eqILW). Otherwise contact me
via: newsletter@hslc.org.uk for details.
James Evans, Newsletter Editor

Dr Marc Collinson
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