


T H E C H A P E L OF 

ST. MARY D E L K E Y , L I V E R P O O L . 
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" If  the origin of  the foundation  of  the chant r ies could be 
" told, how many pa the t i c incidents and touching events 
" would be revea led ; some of  them star t l ing as the visions 
" o f  the Divina Comedia, o thers i l lustrat ive of  all the ten-
" derness of  our na ture , S y m p a t h y and affection  had much 
" to do with thei r origin independent of  supers t i t ious feelings. 
" A s monumen ta l t r ibutes to preserve the names of  those 
" s l e e p i n g in the vaul t s benea th they were the offspring  of 
" g r a t i t u d e and love. T h e monumen ta l pi l lar and glowing 
" window were not unknown ; and while many selected these 
" a s the embodiment of  deep and earnest feelings,  o thers 
" chose as a fitting  shr ine the solemn chan t ry and its p r i e s t . " 

CANON R A I N E S . 

THE existence of  the "Chapel del K e y " of 
Liverpool is, at the present time, one of  the 

vaguest of  myths. Ignored, doubted, or denied 
by the local historians; with no trace of  foun-
dation or original endowment left;  without a 
record of  any kind ; small wonder is it that its 
mere name seems to conjure up, either to imagina-
tion or memory, nothing save " some baseless fabric 
" of  a dream." St. Mary's was a very tangible 
reality nevertheless ; and it is for  lack of  the his-
tory it deserves—now, apparently, unattainable— 
that this little sketch has been made. Though 
some part of  it is based on facts  and inferences 
derived from  the Moore and Crosse charters, the 
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greater portion of  the disconnected story is gath-
ered from  the Porte Mote  books of  the Corporation, 
and the Okill MS. copies of  various Duchy deeds. 
To some, as to the writer, the sketch may 
possess a definite  charm in affording  what informa-
tion seems to be available regarding this primitive 
ecclesiastical foundation  of  the town. To others 
it may bear extrinsic interest in introducing the 
first  Chapel, the first  Town Hall, and the first 
recorded Mayor of  Liverpool—all earlier than and 
distinct from  the accepted originals of  the his-
torians ; and in yielding for  the first  time some 
connected narrative of  the spoliation of  the four 
chantries the town possessed. 

Before  proceeding with the investigation of  so 
much that is new in local archaeology, we may 
advantageously glance at what little the historians 
say of  the chapel:— 

St. Nicholas' is supposed to have been built in the year 
1360, on the site of  a more ancient structure of  Saxon times. 
—Smithers. Liverpool, 1825. 

The Chapel of  Our Lady and St. Nicholas is supposed to 
have been erected soon after  the Conquest, but on what 
authority I have been unable to learn: its first  record is 
that of  a chantry, founded,  in 1327, 1 by Henry Duke of 
Lancaster.—Picton. Address to Archaological Society, 1848. 

The Chapel of  Our Lady and St. Nicholas was probably 
erected at a much earlier period than 1356, and must have 
been of  great antiquity.—Brooke. Liverpool, 1853, 42.. 

It has been common in the histories of  Liverpool to assign 
to St. Nicholas' a degree of  antiquity which it would be found 
very difficult  to substantiate. . . . The first  mention of  the 
Chapel of  Our Lady, &c. . . . For none of  these conjectures, 
suppositions, and beliefs  is there the slightest title of  authority. 
Previous to the middle of  the fourteenth  century, no mention 
of  or allusion to the chapel has been found  in any document.— 
Picton. Memorials of  Liverpool, 1875, ii, 52 ; 1903, ii, 53. 

St. Nicholas' was then [1356], in all probability, recently 
erected. It would appear, however, that another and distinct 
building existed at that time, called the Chapel of  St. Mary of 

1 Apparen t ly a mispr in t for  1357. But no such actual record was 
produced by P ic ton , nor h a s it ever been found. 
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the Quay. . . . We have notices [in sixteenth and seven-
teenth centuries] of  another smaller chapel, probably of  greater 
antiquity.—Picton. Municipal Records of  Liverpool, 1883, i, 23, 
104. 

The Church of  St. Nicholas, anciently designated the Church 
of  Our Lady and St. Nicholas, was founded  in the fourteenth 
century as a chapel-of-ease  to Walton. It has been said— 
and the statement has gained currency by reason of  its frequent 
reiteration—that St. Nicholas' Chapel was built in the place of 
an earlier foundation  that was in existence shortly after  the 
Conquest. Mr. Herdman, in his Ancient Liverpool, has given 
a copy of  a picture in the Binns' collection, which purports to 
be a representation of  the building as it appears in 1160. It 
is needless to say that the picture is purely imaginary; and 
certainly the weight of  evidence is against the supposition of 
any such building being in existence at the time named.— 
Croston's Baines' Lancashire, 1893, v, 150. 

This extract, which opens and closes all that the 
latest standard history of  the county devotes to the 
early ecclesiastical record of  Liverpool, is as inaccu-
rate and misleading as it is abrupt; and it concludes 
practically everything that, so far,  has been pub-
lished in any work on this not unimportant nor 
uninteresting theme ; the net result of  the whole 
being to leave the existence of  St. Mary del Key 
floating  so vaguely through the records as to per-
petuate doubt whether it ever existed'at all. 

Though Baines and Croston considered that 
" the ecclesiastical history of  Liverpool does not 
" possess any peculiar interest,"2 we may perhaps 
find  precisely such an interest in the simple fact 
of  the original ecclesiastical foundation  of  the 
town having for  centuries been forgotten;  and 
though Picton conjectured that " it would be very 
"difficult  to substantiate" its antiquity, we may 
probably accomplish this from  deeds that came 
within Picton's purview, and of  some of  which 
indeed he published extracts.3 What really is 

2 Hist. Lancashire, v, 149. 
3 The  Moore Deeds. P a m p h l e t , 1889. 
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"difficult"  in this matter, is to comprehend why the 
historians should have included in their conjectures 
the extremely remote possibility of  Liverpool—a 
chartered hamlet in 1206 ; a town and port, with 
markets, corn mills, and ferry  boats, in 1257— 
remaining without a single place of  worship till 
1361, when St. Nicholas' was built. True, many 
villages, both then and later, were in such a pre-
dicament, depending on distant mother churches ; 
but Liverpool, even in 1257, was not to be classed 
in that category. Nor could the little garrison 
chapel in the castle (if  it existed then) be con-
sidered such a place of  worship as the vigorous 
commonalty of  1257 would have been content to 
regard as the chapel of  the town. 

The date of  the erection of  St. Mary's certainly 
is unknown; but it was a monastic foundation, 
and was in existence at all events about half  a 
century after  the founding  of  the town. Among 
the early undated Moore deeds is a grant of  land 
in Liverpool by " Robert de Ferrers son and 
" heir of  William de Ferrers, nobilis viri, quondam 
" Earl of  Derby."4 This second Earl William 
Ferrers had died about 1252, and his son Robert 
was the ward of  Henry III , who, in 1257, conferred 
the Ferrers' estates upon his son Edmund Crouch-
back. One of  the witnesses to the above Moore 
deed was John Gernet, son-in-law of  Randolph del 
More : and the document therefore  affords  an 
approximate date for  Randolph who signed the 
special document now to be noticed. In this 
" Ranulphus de Mor de Lyv'pool grants to Mar-
" gery his daughter and John Gernet and their 
"heirs , " various lands in the town; including 
" half  an acre with half  a burgage next to the 

4 Moore Deeds, 264 (1). 
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" Chapel,'"  also " the fourth  part of  one burgage 
" lying next to the Chapel and next to the land of 
" William de Chnouslee [Knowsley]."5 Here, in 
correct proximity to the land of  the Knowsley 
family  at the river side, whereon, later, was built 
the Tower,6 we may discern the Chapel del Key 
existing certainly before  1257 ; or over a century 
before  the erection of  the Chapel of  St. Nicholas.7 

Further, the Chapel Street, which hitherto has 
always been associated with St. Nicholas', was 
really so called in connection with St. Mary's long 
before  St. Nicholas' was built.8 In the Moore deeds 
occur allusions to "half  a burgage of  land with a 
•' house on it in le chapelstret" in 1318, 1320, and 
1322 : 9 and, so on, in 1338, 1353, 1355, and 1357 
" le schapelstrete " runs continuously through the 

5 Moore Deeds, 262 (3). 
6 Kather ine, d a u g h t e r of  T h o m a s de Knowsley, marr ied Sir Rober t de 

La thom, who was living in 1291, and acqui red Knowsley es ta te by this 
marriage. The i r g rea t -grand-daughter , Isabel de L a t h o m , marr ied Sir 
J o h n Stanley, whose house , appa ren t ly si tuated on the old Knowsley 
family  lands a t Liverpool , was fortified  in 1404. 

7 By this deed some l ight seems to be th rown on the much-disputed 
question of  the extent of  a " se l ion ," which is usually very unintell igibly 
defined  as being " a r idge of  land between two furrows."  Ins tead of  this 
vague conjecture, the deed seems to show the selion to have been equal 
to a quar te r of  an acre. Among Rand l e ' s g ran t s specified  in the deed, 
were a certain " one burgage with a house on it, and one a c r e ; " a ph ra se 
which, by the context, suggests an equivalent va lue be tween one burgage 
and one acre. T h i s rat io appea r s again in ano the r i tem ; " half  an acre 
" w i t h half  a burgage next to the c h a p e l . " Rand le further  gran ts , 111 
bUc,  " six se l ions ," which h e specifies  separately : — 

(a) O n e cer tain selion with one quar te r burgage, 
(b) One do. one do. 
(ic) One do. one do. 
(d)  One do. one do. 

—suggestive of  the selion being equivalent to a qua r t e r burgage . If,  as 
above, the burgage were equal to one acre ; then the selion, of  course, 
would equal a qua r t e r acre. Only four  selions out of  the six are, so far, 
accounted for,  but there follows,  " half  an acre with half  a burgage , which 
" belongs to the said half  a c r e . " If,  as h a s been suggested above, the 
burgage were equal to the acre, this half  burgage would be equal to 
the half  acre—that is to say, to two selions ; which two selions would 
make up the total of  six. 

8 Baines states that Chape l Street is first  ment ioned in 1369 (Liverpool, 
1852, 145); and Pic ton, in 1370 (Records',  1883, i, 32) 

9 Moore Deeds, 340 (71) (75) (80). 
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documents down to the building of  St. Nicholas' 
in 1361 . 1 0 

There can no longer be any doubt therefore  that 
the Chapel del Key was in existence before  the rear 
1257. ^ stood alone near high-water mark, on 
the shore of  the Mersey : its little fane  constituting 
" The Chapel of  Liverpool," and its modest altar, 
the centre and shrine of  public worship, " The High 
" Altar of  Liverpool." The earliest ecclesiastical 
foundation  in the town, it had dutifully  been dedi-
cated to the same saintly patroness as the mother 
church at Walton ; and conveniently had been 
distinguished from  that by the qualifying  appella-
tion alluding to its site on the quay. The peculiarity 
of  this description is, itself,  an evidence of  great 
antiquity. It was never applied to the Chapel of 
St. Nicholas that, in 1361, was also erected on the 
quay; the fashion  of  such nomenclature having 
then apparently died out. It is very similar both 
in origin and purpose to the title of  St. Mary del 
Dam, which existed near a mill-dam not far  distant 
from  St. Mary's Abbey Church, Dublin, in the 
twelfth  century.11 

During the first  century of  its existence we find 
no further  glimpse of  the chapel of  Liverpool. 
Doubtless, like many small chapels scattered 
throughout the kingdom, it was but a capella indo-
tata, possessing no endowment, and maintained by 
the offerings  of  the worshippers or subsidies of  the 
commonalty. About 1353, the year in which Prince 
Henry became Duke of  Lancaster and lord of  the 
manor of  Liverpool, he granted an endowment to 
St. Mary's. No direct deed of  grant remains, but 
there are incidental evidences of  the fact.  The 
Rent Rolls of  his successor in the dukedom, John 
of  Gaunt, contain repeated entries of  such a grant 

10 Moore Deeds, 1 14 , 162, 167, 174. 
11 History of  Com Milling,  vol. iv. E l ton . 
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having been made ; as, for  instance, that of  1395 :— 
" The value of  the rents of  my very dread lord the 
" duke of  Ghent. . . . Lyv'pulle is worth at 
" farme  £38, whereof  an allowance of  rent was 
" given bv Henry quondam Duke, whom God 
" assoil, to the Chapel there, 12s. ; and the worth 
" clear therefore  is ^37 85." This was the endow-
ment of  the first  chantry of  Liverpool ; established 
at the altar of  St. Mary's, " the High Altar" of 
Liverpool. In the reforming  confiscations  of  two 
centuries later we shall find  that St. Mary's old 
altar still remained " the High Altar of  Liverpool;" 
and that the foundation  of  its chantry was duly at-
tributed to Duke Henry. 

About 1353, when the duke established this 
chantry, the enterprising corporation appear to 
have approached him with a request for  an allot-
ment of  the land adjoining St. Mary's, for  the 
erection of  a larger chapel than that which had 
served for  a century past, and for  the provision of 
an adjoining burial ground. He only, as manorial 
lord, could grant this land ; and he it was without 
doubt who, in due course, gave the required con-
sent.12 Upon the basis of  this concession the 
corporation proceeded to lay out the land and build 
their new chapel, dedicated, appropriately enough, 
to the patron saint of  those who go down to the 

12 An instance of  H e n r y ' s pract ical personal par t ic ipat ion in minutiae of 
local ownership :— 

Nous H e n r ' comite de Lancas t r ' & de Leicestr ' seneschal D 'eng le te r ' 
avous done &c la moitie d ' u n burgag & la qua t re p ' t ie d ' u n burgage &c 
in Liverpool &c r endan t p ' an a nous & nos heirs &c et fesaunt  deux 
app 'ances p ' an a noz deuz g raun tes Cour tz de Liverpol p ' r touz s 'vices. 
Don a Lich ' le v i jme iour de D e c e m b r l ' an du regne du Rex E d w a r d 
tierz apres le conquete douzieme. [Moore  Deeds, 116.] 

We , Henry , E a r l of  Lancas te r and Leicester, Seneshal of  Eng land , 
have given, &c., half  of  a burgage and the fourth  pa r t of  a burgage in 
Liverpool, &c., render ing to us and our heirs yearly therefor,  &c., and 
making two appearances per a n n u m at our two pr incipal cour ts at Liver-
pool, for  all services. Given at Lichfield,  7 December , 12 Edward I I I , 
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sea in ships, St. Nicholas. In 1355 (not 1356 as 
the local historians have it) the work was com-
pleted by a grant of  £10 per annum, derived from 
Duke Henry's local rentals as an endowment for 
the two conjoined chapels, for  the performance  of 
divine service and the celebration of  masses for  the 
dead. This grant also was made by Duke Henry, 
since it arose out of  his own lands ; but as it was 
affected  by the statute of  mortmain, a writ confirm-
ing it was issued by the King, 19 May, 29 Edward 
H I , 1 3 5 5 : -
Pro majore & coltate Rx omiiibz ad quos &c. salutm. 

ville de Liv'pull Sciatus q'd de gra nra spali con-
de licencia dandi cessimus & licenciam dedimus p 
ad manu mortua. nos & heredibz nris quantii in nob 

est dilcis not) majori & coitate ville 
de Liv'pull in Ducatu Lancastr' q'd ips decern libratas .terraz 
ten & reditu cu p'tin p' annu juxta veru valorem eord'm in 
ducatu p'dco quo dil'cd consanguin & fideli  nro Henr' duce 
Lancastr tenentr ut dicitur adquirere & eadm t'ras ten & reditus 
cu p'tin dare possint & assignare c'tis capellanis divina singlis 
diebz p aiabz omn fideliii  defunctoz  in capella bte Mariae & Sci 
Nicfii  de Liv'pull juxta ordinatione majoris & coltatis p'dcoz 
celebratur ; H'end & tenend eisdem capellanis & successoribz 
suis capellanis divina in capella p'dca in forma  p'dca celebratur 
imp'petu : Et eisdem capellanis q'd ips t'ras ten & reditus p'dca 
cu p'tin a p'fatis  majore & coltate recipe possint, & tenere sibi 

- & successoribz suis capellanis divina in capella p'dca celebratur 
imp'ptu, statuto de t'ris & ten ad manu mortuam non ponend 
edito non obstante Dum tamen p' inquisicoes inde in forma 
debitu capiend & in cancellaf  nra vel heredum nroz rite retor-
nand comptu sit q'd i'd fieri  possit absq dampnii vel p'judicio 
nri vel heredum nroz aut alioz quozcumque. In cujus, &c. 

Teste Rx apud Westm xix die Maii. 
p bre de privato sigillo. 1 3 

Brooke gives the following  rendering of  the above 
" from  a copy in English at the Town Hall " :— 

The King, to whom, &c., greeting. Know ye that of  our 
especial grace we have granted and given license for  us and 
our heirs, as much as in us is, to our beloved the mayor and 
commonalty of  the town of  Liverpool in the duchy of  Lan-
caster, that they, the said jQio of  lands, tenements and rents 

13 Patent Rolls, 29 Ed. I I I . 
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with the appurtenances by the year, according to the true 
value of  the same, in the duchy aforesaid,  which they are 
bound to our beloved and faithful  Henry, Duke of  Lancaster, 
as it is said, to acquire ; that the same lands, tenements and 
rents with appurtenances they may give and assign to certain 
chaplains to celebrate divine service every day for  the souls of 
all the faithful  deceased in the chapel of  the Blessed Mary and 
St. Nicholas' of  Liverpool, according to the order of  the mayor 
and commonalty aforesaid:  To have and to hold to the said 
chaplains and their successors, chaplains, to celebrate divine 
service in the chapel aforesaid  in form  aforesaid  for  ever; that 
they, the said chaplains, the lands, tenements and rents afore-
said with appurtenances from  the before-named  mayor and 
commonalty may receive and hold to them and their successors, 
chaplains, to celebrate divine service in the chapel aforesaid  for 
ever; the statute concerning lands and tenements not to be 
put to mortmain notwithstanding. 

By the inquisitions thereon in due form  to be taken, and to 
be rightly returned into the Chancery of  us or our heirs, it is 
found  that the same may be done without the hurt or prejudice 
of  us or of  our heirs or of  others whomsoever. 

Witness, the King, at Westminster, the 19th day of  May. 
By writ of  Privy Seal.1* 

The historians uniformly  state that the foregoing 
document was directed to Richard de Aynsargh, 
who, they say, is the first  known mayor.15 But, 
as will be noted, it was not so directed, and the name 
of  the mayor does not appear in it. Nor was Ayn-
sargh the mayor in 1355, but William fil  Adam, 
the " worthy burgess " known to the historians by 
his will, which they print. The above document 
is dated 19 May, 29 Edward III ; and a month 
later—Pentecost, 29 Edward III—a local deed was 
witnessed by " William fil.  Ade. tunc maiore ville 
" de Lyv'pull." 1 6 Nor yet is this year, 1355, that 

14 Hist. Liverpool, 1853. App. vi. 
15 ' 1 Th i s is the earliest known document in which the mayor is n a m e d . ' ' 

Brooke. Liverpool, 31. 
" I n this reign we find  ment ion of  the mayor . It occurs in a letter 

" p a t e n t from  E d w a r d I I I , dated May 19, 1356 [1355], to R ichard de 
" Aynsargh, mayor of  the town of  L ive rpoo l . " Pic ton. Memorials,  i, 26. 

' ' T h e first  ment ion of  a mayor occurs in this reign. It is contained in 
" a letter authoriz ing Richard de Aynsargh, mayor of  Liverpool , t o " &c. 
T. Baines. Liverpool, 159. 

16 Add. MSS.  32x05, 215. See " E a r l i e s t Recorded M a y o r s " in this 
volume. 

H 



The  Chapel del Key,  Liverpool. 

in which a mayor of  Liverpool is first  mentioned, 
as the same William the son of  Adam, had signed 
a deed as mayor as early as 4 April, 26 Edw. I l l , 
1352 ; 1 7 having therefore  been elected in Oct., 1351 , 
and being now entitled to take rank as the first 
recorded mayor of  the town.18 

The burial ground and new chapel were in 
progress in the year, 1355, when we read of  " the 
"tenement of  the Blessed Nicholas in le chapel-
" strete ' " 9 ; and at length, in the Ides of  February, 
1361, Bishop Stretton, of  Lichfield  and Coventry, 
duly issued his commission for  the consecration of 
"the Chapel of  St. Nicholas and the cemetery 
" contiguous thereto" :—20 

Robtus p'missione divina Covenf  et Lich. 
Epiis ditis in C'to fit  majori and burgenS ville 
de Lytherpole nre dioc. saltm gra bn : Quia mul-
tiplicate instances quibs apd nos p dedicacoe 
capelle Sci Nichi de Lytherpole in poch de 
Walton ejusdem nre dioc plurie instetistis certis 
de causis not) p vos expositis favorabilitr  incli-
nati ut p'fatm  capellam ipi cu cimiteriu sibi 
contiguu p quencnq' Epm Catholicu gratifi  sedis 
apiice & execucom sui officij  obtinente dedicacois 
munde insigniri facte  sepulturam q' ibid here 

libain valeat dutamen consensus vicarij dee ecclie & alior quibs 

17 Add. MSS.,  32105, 219, 
18 Wi l l i am de Grenu lph , of  1352-3, has a l ready been placed before  R. 

de Aynsargh, who indeed was not mayor till 1364.—L. &• C. Trans.  1897. 
" King ' s Mills of  Ancient L ive rpoo l . " 

'9 Moore Deeds, 167. 
20 T h i s and the following  deed a re t ranscr ibed from  copies made from 

the register a t Lichfield  in June , 1780, by Sir J o h n Prestwich, of  Pres twich, 
Bar t . H i s copies were bound up among the Okill MSS . in abou t the 
year 1840. [Okill  MSS.,  iv, 412.] Since then, though var ious local his-
tor ians h a v e utilised them, they have never been quoted, nor the t ranscr ip ts 
acknowledged ; nor do they ever appea r to have been collated with the 
originals. Pres twich a p p e n d s a t ransla t ion to each ; these, with some 
few  modifications,  being adopted here. 

W h i l e this pape r is passing through the press, I have obtained, by the 
favour  and goodwill of  Mr. H u b e r t Cour tney Hodson, Regis t rar of  the 
Lichfield  diocese, p h o t o g r a p h s of  the two entr ies in the ancient Epis-
copal Act Book. These , which a re reproduced in fac-simile  in the 
frontispiece  to this paper , m a y be useful  for  collating with the h i ther to 
only avai lable copies. 

Commisio 
ad 

dedicandi 
capellam & 

cimiteriu 
construct 

in villa de 
Lytherpole. 
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in hac p'te p'judicari pot'rit interveniat de volutate dicti in C'to 
filij  magri Rici de Wynewyk nfic  ipi ecclie rectoris licenciam 
tam vobis qm prefato  Epo tenore presenciu concedin spatem : 
Ita tamen qd jura & obs'vandes ejusdem ecclia de Walton ex 
hoc nullatenus minuantur. Dat apud Heywood iij idfls 
Februarij anno dmi millio cccm 0 sexagesimo primo, et cons nro 
secundo.21 

Commission for  dedicating the chapel and cemetery built in 
the town of  Liverpool. 

Robert, by Divine permission Bishop of  Coventry and Lich-
field,  our beloved sons in Christ the mayor and burgesses of 
the town of  Liverpool within our diocese, saluting in grace 
and peace:— 

Whereas we, of  certain and sundry reasons proposed by you 
and known to us, are favourably  inclined and do consent that 
the chapel of  St. Nicholas of  Liverpool and the cemetery con-
tiguous to it in the parish of  Walton within our diocese may 
be dedicated by any Catholic bishop enjoying the grace and 
union of  the Apostolic see, and obtaining the faculty  of  execu-
ting his office  of  sepulture ; and that he may have liberty to 
constitute and appoint a burial place which you may have 
entirely free  in that place : with this condition, that the con-
sent of  the vicar of  the aforesaid  church (and of  others who as 
to this matter might be prejudiced or suffer  thereby) is obtained; 
and also the voluntary consent of  our beloved son in Christ, 
master Richard de Winwick licensed rector of  the said church : 

We therefore  by these presents grant as well to you as to the 
aforesaid  bishop this special license ; always providing that the 
rights and observances of  the said church of  Walton be not 
in any way whatever diminished or changed by this entire 
proceeding. 

Given at Heywood 3 Ides of  February in the year of  our 
Lord 1361 ; and, of  our consecration, the 2 n d . 

On September 3, of  the same year, 1361, the 
prelate granted license for  burials " in the cemetery 
" of  the chapel of  St. Nicholas" :— 

Robt &c. Epics diliis fit  burgens ville de 
Licencia Litherpole nre dioc' sa gr et bn : Quia mort 

sepeliendi pesti & plaga in iff  p'tibus & p'cipue apud vos qd 
1 cimit'io indies ut accepimus invalescit nos magnifici  & 
capella nobt viri diii Leonelli com Ulstr vocivis instant 

Sti Nichi de excitrali ut corpa qd venz decedenciu in dca villa 
Litherpole in cimitrio capelle Sti Nichi ead villa sepelire facte 

21 Ecclesiastical Register, Lichfield  : v, 45. 

H 2 



The  Chapel del Key,  Liverpool. 

licite valeat vot durante dca pestilencia usqz fin  Natal Dfni 
prox, futur  licenc conced' de gra spali: Ita qd jura q'cunq 
Ecclia pocti debita eidiri debite p'solva antr. Dat apd Hey-
woode iij die Septebr anno &c. 1361 . 2 2 

License to inter in the cemetery of  the chapel of  St. 
Nicholas of  Liverpool. 

Robert, &c., Bishop, our well beloved sons, the burghers 
of  the town of  Liverpool in our diocese, saluting with grace, 
benediction and peace. 

Whereas there is a pestilence or plague of  a malignant 
nature in those parts and chiefly  with you, which as we are in-
formed  daily increases ; Therefore  we, being moved by the 
strong representations of  the noble and magnificent  lord Lionel 
Ear] of  Ulster, do decree and permit to the same nobleman 
that he may lawfully  cause to be interred the bodies of  those 
who die during the said plague in the said town, in the ceme-
tery of  the chapel of  St Nicholas in the said town, until the 
feast  of  the Nativity of  our Lord next ensuing: after  which 
further  license of  our special grace to be granted : The fore-
going being conditional on the rights and privileges of  the 
parish church being made good beforehand. 

Given at Heywood, 3 Sept., the year, &c., 1361. 

The mayor to whom the above commissions 
were addressed is not named. But as William the 
son of  Adam had been mayor at the foundation 
and endowment in 1355, so was he at the conse-
cration in February, 1361 ; deeds attested by him as 
mayor being dated on the Assumption (August) and 
the Nativity of  the Virgin (Sept.), 35 Edw. I l l , 
1361 ; 2 3 and he was re-elected in the following  Oct. 
It may indeed here be stated that he held the 
mayoral dignity almost continuously from  1351 to 
1362 ; and subsequently also for  three further  years 
—a magnificent  record, unrivalled by that of  any 
mayor of  Liverpool except that of  his friend  and 
successor, Thomas del More.24 

22 Ecclesiastical Register, Lichfield,  v, 44. 
23 Moore Deeds, 191, 183. 
24 As no list of  the early mayors of  Liverpool , a t all approach ing com-

pleteness or accuracy, has ever been publ ished, it may be useful  if  I ac-
company this paper with a list compris ing the first  and all whose names 
a re to be ga thered from  documents for  the century following  ; with precise 
da tes and the references  necessary for  au thent ica t ion . [Seep.  119.] 
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Though the writ of  endowment of  1355 refers  to 
" the chapel of  the Blessed Mary and St. Nicholas" 
as though they literally constituted one structure, 
yet both of  the Commissions of  the bishop in 1361 
allude only to " the chapel of  St. Nicholas" and its 
contiguous cemetery. This is distinct evidence of 
the prior dedication of  St. Mary's at some date 
unknown. 

Thus together, the two chapels stood in the one 
burial ground : the newer and larger edifice,  on the 
site of  the present St. Nicholas' Church, overlook-
ing the older and smaller fane  at its west end. The 
two constituted one aggregate " Chapel of  Liver-
" pool," but the altar of  St. Mary's still remained 
the " High Altar of  Liverpool." The conjoined 
chapels had been placed under the control and 
management of  the mayor and commonalty by the 
endowment writ of  1355, and so they continued 
till the Reformation. 

Within six months of  the consecration of  St. 
Nicholas' in 1361, John of  Gaunt succeeded Duke 
Henry ; and contributed his share to the enterprise 
by endowing the principal altar in the new chapel 
with a chantry dedicated to the patron saint of  the 
same, " for  the souls of  him and his ancestors and 
" t o make one yearly obit for  his soul." This 
chantry of  St. Nicholas was the third chantry of 
Liverpool; the second having been that of  St. John; 
founded  by a certain John of  Liverpool, supposed 
to be one of  that name who had represented West 
Derby in Parliament in 1326 ; the chantry there-
fore  being apparently established in St. Mary's. In 
the same primitive chapel, was also founded  the 
fourth  chantry of  Liverpool, that of  St. Kathe-
rine, in 1515 : the Reformation  commissioner, 
Mildmay, being found  reporting in 1548 that St. 
Nicholas' chapel had contained but " a " chantry. 

On Sept. 8, 1361, five  days after  the bishop's 
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license was issued to inter in the chapel yard, an 
allusion occurs to the chantry :—William of  Liver-
pool, clericus, granting a rental of  65. 8d. " to God 
" and the Blessed Mary the Virgin and St. Nicholas 
" and one chaplain in the chapel of  the same, a 
" celebrant of  divine service, and his successors, 

chaplains, at the chantry there, in perpetuity, as 
" may be ordained by the mayor and commonalty; 
" provided that the said chantry remains and does 
" not cease ; but if  the said chantry be extinguished 
"then the aforesaid  grant shall cease."25 

The next event in the history of  St. Mary's is 
the death of  the venerable William the son of 
Adam in 1383, and his interment, not in the new 
chapelyard, but, according to his will, " in the 
" Chapel of  Liverpool before  the white image of 
" the Virgin—in capella de Lyv'pull cora figuram 
" ymaginis albe Marise—where my sepulchre is 
" already appointed;"26 and where, doubtless, was 
also laid many another of  the old citv fathers  with 
whose names we are now familiar. 

Various accessions accruing to St. Mary's lands 
afford  continuous evidence of  the altar and chantry. 
In 141 x, Nicholas, clericus, for  the souls of  Wm. 
de Penerth and all the faithful,  granted27 certain 
lands " t o God, the Blessed Mary, and one 
" priest, to celebrate divine offices  in the Chapel of 
" Liverpool at the altar of  the Blessed Mary there, 
" subject to the arrangement—secundum dispossis-
" sionem—of  the mayor and commonalty." 28 In 

25 Moore Deeds, 183. 
26 Crosse Deeds, 77. 
2; Add. MSS.,  32105, 451. 
28 Th i s land was in the He thy lands , or hea th lands , near E a s t h a m ; and 

appea r s to be " the lands of  St. M a r y " which, in 1467, were stated to be 
jux ta the lands of  St . J acobus of  Bi rkenhead in the gallow field  a t E a s t h a m 
[Add.  MSS.,  32105, 695]: and which , in 1567, were described as certain 
sandlands , " s h o o t i n g into E a s t h a m Dale , and belonging to O u r Lady 
" H a l l " [Porte  Mote,  i, 386]. 
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1459, an energetic attempt was made by the 
ecclesiastical authorities to restore the Chapel 
del Key ; John, Bishop of  Lichfield,  on Dec. 14 
in that year, granting indulgences for  forty  days 
to all who should help in the cause:—"to the 
" penitents confessed  and contrite who should 
" expend bequeath give or in any way assign 
" charitable offerings  to the constitution edification 
" reparation or reformation  of  the Chapel of  the 
" Blessed Mary within the cemetery [of  the] Chapel 
" of  the town of  L'pool,29 commonly called the 
" Chapel of  St Marie del Key standing and being 
" in honour of  St. Marie the Virgin ; also to those 
" who from  a devotional feeling  should contribute 
" to the sustenance of  a mass chaplain to celebrate 
" in the same for  the faithful  departed, contributing 
" their goods to God and to him ; or who should in 
" any way give proof  of  their love, whether by con-
" tributing ornaments to the said chapel or lights 
" before  the Image of  the said Virgin in her honour 
"within the said chapel : The names of  such bene-
" factors  to be devoutly mentioned whenever mass 
" should be said ; and the rector and the vicar of 
" the parish of  Walton to be empowered to cele-
" brate masses and divine services in the said 
" chapel."30 In 1464, Charles and Ellen Gelybrand 
granted land in Gerston to the mayor for  " the 
" maintenance of  a chaplain in the Chapel of  St. 
" Mary commonly called St. Mary of  the Key, to 
" celebrate divine service therein"3 1 : or, as an alter-
native, " to the maintenance of  a chaplain at the 

'9 It is a manifest  e r roneous render ing of  the original to s ta te tha t St. 
Mary ' s Chapel was " w i t h i n the cemetery C h a p e l " of  St. Nicholas ' . 
The actual reading of  the original was, doubtless, •' wi thin the cemetery of 
" the chape l . " Th i s phrase is used in the original license for  in terments , 
in September, 1361 ; and occurs again in a deed of  1611, in connect ion 
with a dispute as to an ancient wall on the east side of  the chapel yard : 
this being said to have been " or ienta lem p ' t e m cemeter i j capellae."— 
Porte Mote,  ii, 746. 

30 Ecclesiastical Register, Lichfield  (Hales), 124. 
31 Porte Mote,  iii, 549. 
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" altar of  St. Mary in the Chapel of  St. Nicholas."32 

In 1470, one Robert Taillour, in conjunction with 
Margaret his daughter, granted to Edmund Crosse, 
mayor, and the commonalty, the reversion of  a 
house in Chapel Street,—" for  the sustenance of  a 
" chaplain in the Chapel of  Liverpool at the altar 
" of  the Blessed Mary the Virgin, and for  the habi-
" tation of  the priests of  St. Nicholas and the 
" Blessed Mary del Key," the mayor bv indenture 
agreeing to the same ; 3 3 this being probablv "the 
" minister's house and garden " in which, at the 
Reformation,  we find  the priest, Humfrey  Crosse, 
and others of  the chaplains living. In 1518, a deed 
by John Sharp, prior of  St. Jacobus', Birkenhead, 
alludes to " the lands of  the altar of  St. Mary the 
" Virgin in the Chapel of  Liverpool :" and in 1524 
occurs a lease by Thos. Walker, mayor, of  certain 
lands " appurtenant to the altar of  St. Mary the 
" Virgin in the Chapel of  Liverpool," the rent to 
be paid to the mayor " for  a priest in the chapel 
" aforesaid  at the altar of  the Blessed Mary."3 4 In 
1529, Cecilia, widow of  Ewan Halghton (mayor 
about twenty years before)  granted lands in Waver-
tree and West Derby " for  providing a chaplain to 
" celebrate divine service in the Chapel of  the 
" Blessed Virgin and St. Nicholas at a certain 
" altar called Our Lady's Altar."35 In 1531 , Thomas 
Rose granted to Roger Fazakerley, mayor, a rental 
to sustain a chaplain " to celebrate in the Chapel 
" of  the Blessed Mary the Virgin and St. Nicholas, 
" at a certain altar called le Roode Aulter."36 

But, in the meantime, another and somewhat 

32 An obvious clerical e r ror for  " in the Chape l of  L iverpool , " as the 
a l tar of  St. Mary was cer ta inly not in the Chapel of  St. Nicholas . 

33 Okill MSS.,  xiv, 117. 
34 Moore Deeds, 3 5 0 . 
35 Porte Mote,  iii, 159. 
36 Okill MSS.  xvii, 154. 



The  Chapel del Key  Liverpool. 

novel endowment had been made to St. Mary's 
altar. Rector John Crosse, of  St. Nicholas', 
Fleshamble, London, one of  the heirs of  the 
Crosses of  Liverpool (descendants of  Mayor Wm. 
fil  Adam) bequeathed by will, dated 1515, a new 
Common Hall to the town: providing that " ye 

" seller," or arcade, beneath it should be for  the 
benefit  of  " the priest who sings before  Our Ladv 
" of  the Chapel of  the Key" :— 

Item. - I will y' the maior and his brethren w' the burgesses 
of  ye towne of  Lyv'pull shall have y c new [so] called Our 
Ladye Howse to keep their Courts : and ye seller under to 
helpe ye preste y' synges afore  Our Lady of  ye Chappelle of  yc 

Key. And he shall pray for  ye soules of  John Crosse, Avice 
Crosse, John Crosse and Hugh Botill, and all theire frendes 
soules. Y e saide pr'st shall giff  yerelye vs to ye prest y' synges 
afore  Saint Katerine: and all ye avauntage over shall be to ye 

use of  the preste y' synges afore  our Lady of  ye Key.s? 

In the terms of  this pious bequest, which estab-
lished the fourth  and last of  the chantries of 
Liverpool, may be discerned, and for  almost 
the last time, the two chapels in their zenith of 
sacerdotal wealth and prosperity:—in St. Mary's, 
the image of  the Virgin stiil gleaming white on the 
High Altar; the priest at the shrine still chanting 
masses for  founders  and benefactors,  many of  them 
buried at his feet;  the priests of  St. John and St. 
Katherine at side altars: in the Chapel of  St. 
Nicholas, the chantry of  the same saint : and, out 
beyond, among the heaths and meadows, field  after 
field  of  donated lands, yielding revenue to the 
establishment. 

1535, the Subsidy Commissioners for  the 
Deanery of  Warrington scheduled the chantries 
thus :38— 

37 Not.  Cestr. I I , ii, 191. 
38 Lane. MSS.,  vol. xxii (Duchy Records.) 
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Chantries at Liverpool : — X e n t h l > subsidy. 
s. d. s. d. 

The foundation  of  John of  Liverpool [St. John's]... 7 4 6 7 J 
„ „ John Crosse [St. Katherine's]... 9 6 | 8 7 
„ „ Henry, former  Duke of  Lan-

caster [St. Mary's].. 9 6J 8 7 
„ Henryandjohn, former  Dukes 

of  Lancaster [St. Nicholas']... 7 6 4 
The chantry priests, in the interim and till the 
Reformation,  may now be conveniently stated. My 
first  list is from  Birch's transcript of  " The King's 
" Rentally of  Liverpool, 8 Oct., 24 Hy. VIII , 1533 , " 
shewing, inter alia, the rents of  the chantries pay-
able to the crown 3 9 : — 

Sir Rauffe  Haworth for  St. Nicholas' his lands ... ijs- jd-
The lands of  Our Lady payd by Sir Richard 

Frodsham xviijd 

For the lands of  St. Katherines payd by Thomas 
Heckmough ... vjs- viijd-

The lands of  St. John payd by Sir Thomas Roley js- vjd-

The Thomas Hickmough who paid for  St. Kath-
erine's appears not to have been a priest, but a 
trustee for  that chantry, which probably was then 
vacant. Apparently he was a man of  some mo-
ment and wealth. In the chantry schedule of 
1548, his wife  appears as renter of  a burgage belong-
ing to St. Katherine's, valued at 32s. 8d., by far  the 
most costlv of  all the chantry lands. The name of 
Thomas Hickmough occurs, 1575-1585, as Town's 
Customer, or overseer and collector of  customs. 
In 1610, Thomas Hitchmough appears in the list 
of  the purchasers of  chantry lands ; paying for  the 
above burgage (the rental of  which had increased 
to 385. 6d.) the highest figure  at which any sale 
was made, viz., £55 . 

In 1534-35, at the time of  Valor Ecclesiasticus, 
the priests were :— 

39 Gregson ' s Portfolio,  lxv. 
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Chantry of  St. Nicholas ... 
„ Our Lady 
„ St. Katherine .. 

St. John 

Sir Ralph Haworth. 
Sir Richard Frodsham. 
Sir Humphrey Crosse. 
Sir Thomas Rowley. 

We gain a glimpse of  Frodsham's receipts from 
St. Mary's at this period from  an entry copied into 
a later Corporation Book : — 

It is commanded by the bench and the whole assembly that 
those rents here following  should be written in this book [for 
1558] word for  word, as they be in the old precedents and 
broken minutes and single leaves :—St. Marie's  Aulter, the 
rent of  Richard Frodsham,  priest at Liverpool—a copy whereof 
was found  in an old book of  the late John Hurdis priest of 
Liverpool.*0 

Frodsham's book had been found  partly illegible, 
but the entries which could be re-copied amount to 
£5 135. 81i. John Hurde had succeeded Thomas 
Rowley at St. John's chantry, and like Richard 
Frodsham was then a " priest at Liverpool " ; but 
by 1558 he had become the first  incumbent of  St. 
Nicholas' church and, consequently, was the 
" priest of  Liverpool." 

The suppression of  monasteries, greater and 
lesser, had been in progress from  1535 to I53g 
without, of  course, bringing any of  the commis-
sioners to Liverpool; but in Nov., 37 Henry VIII , 
1545, parliament granted to the king power to make 
a new departure in raiding all colleges, chapels, 
chantries, and hospitals, served by priests in receipt 
of  incomes for  celebrating masses for  deceased 
founders  and benefactors  ; visitations being imme-
diately ordered. The establishment at Liverpool 
became subject to this ukase. The Commissioners 
for  Lancashire and Cheshire, the Bishop of  Chester, 
Sir Thomas Holcroft,  and others, were directed to 

40 Porte Mote,  I, 59. 
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schedule, in accordance with the Act of  37 Henry 
VIII , the effects  of  all chantries, &c., and the 
salaries of  stipendiary priests ; the distance of  such 
chantries, &c., from  parish churches were to be 
stated " in order that we may know which shall 
" remain and which shall be dissolved ;" and all 
plate, jewels. &c., were " to remain for  such goodly 
" intent as we shall hereafter  appoint" : this goodly 
intent shortly directing the same to the mint at 
York. The historian, Baines, dismisses this entire 
subject with the remark—" The dissolution of  mon-
" asteries produced no material sensation in Liver-
" pool, where there were only four  chantries" ;41 

but it was not altogether an uneventful,  apathetic 
event in the town, as will be seen. 

Henry VIII dying in January, 1547, Parliament 
took up the accomplishment of  his unfinished  task ; 
passing an Act in the first  year of  Edward VI, 
(Nov. 1547) vesting in the Crown all such colleges, 
chantries, and chapels, and all such revenues, 
enjoyed bv priests for  obits, &c., as were not pos-
sessed bv the late King ; the proceeds of  the same 
to be devoted to the maintenance of  grammar 
schools and preachers. It was by this Act that 
the Liverpool chantries actually passed to the 
Crown : the fact  being stated in the Duchy Rolls 
of  compoti of  later bailiffs  :—" Accounts of  all 
" and singular the bailiffs  of  all the lands, colleges, 
" chapels and chantries in Lancashire belonging to 
" and being in the hands of  the lord the king by 
" reason of  a certain Act of  Parliament 4 Nov. 
" 1 Edw. VI "—the Liverpool chantries being in-
cluded in these. In Feb., 1548, the Privy Council 
accordingly ordered all images in chapels to be 
destroyed, all plate brought in to the King's use, 
and all vestments and altar cloths sold for  the 
benefit  of  the poor : following  this, in April, with 

41 Hist. Lane., v, 121. 
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another order directing all chantry lands to be 
sold, and appointing Sir Walter Mildmay42 to treat 
for  such sale. Some years later, Queen Alary was 
at great pains to extract from  the Rolls all records 
of  these seizures of  ecclesiastical property by de-
crees of  Henry VIII , and on the whole was tolerably 
successful  in depriving history of  a mass of  detailed 
information.  A few  of  the records escaped, and 
among them, those of  Lancashire and Cheshire; 
which probably owe their preservation to the chantry 
lands being claimed by the Duchy as private pro-
perty of  the Crown. 

The commission of  Henry VII I referring  to 
Liverpool is undated, but was evidently issued 
between November, 1545, and January, 1547, when 
Henry died ; though it seems to have been the 
year 1548 when the visitation was actually made. 
A copy of  the record taken from  the Blundell MSS. 
has been printed by the Chetham Society, the 
present essential portions of  which are as follow  : 4 3 

The chantry at the Altar of  St. John in the Chapel of 
Liverpool. 

John Hurde, priest, incumbent. Of  the foundation  of  John 
of  Liverpool to celebrate there for  the souls of  his ancestors. 
Of  the nomination of  the mayor and burgesses. The same 
priest doth celebrate there according to the statutes of  his 
foundation. 

1 chalice of  8 oz., 2 vestments, 1 superaltar [stone altar top, 
incised with five  crosses], 1 mass book. 

Rental of  chantry lands and tenements [as detailed] 
5s. id. per annum. Repayments, none. 

The chantry at the Altar of  St. Katherine, 
within the said Chapel. 

Humphrey Crosse, priest, incumbent. Of  the foundation  of 
John Crosse to celebrate for  the soul of  the said founder  and 
to do one yearly obit and distribute at the same 35. i\d. to poor 
people : and also the incumbents hereof  by their foundation 

4* Bishop Burne t in his Reformation  styles this official  Sir H e n r y . 
In the Liverpool Records the n a m e is Sir Wa l t e r . 

43 Blundell MSS.  : Miscell. v, 45. 



The  Chapel del Key,  Liverpool. 

are bound to teach and keep one grammar school, to take their 
advantage of  scholars, saving those that bear the name of 
Crosse, and poor children. This same is at the altar of  St. 
Katherine within the Chapel of  Liverpool and at this day the 
said incumbent doth celebrate, distribute and teach according 
to his said foundation. 

i chalice of  2 oz., 2 old vestments, 1 mass book, 1 super-
altar. 

The same priest and his fellows  have one manor house in 
the said town with one garden adjoining worth by the year 
20 pence. 

Rental of  chantry lands and tenements £ \ 14s. 2d. with 
is. 8d. for  the priest's house: total 15s. 10d. per annum. 
Repayments, none. 

[Included in the list is " one annual rent payd for  the 
" custome house 5s.": being the 5s., which, in 1515, Rector 
Crosse had stipulated the priest at the high altar of  St. Mary's 
should pay to the priest at St. Katherine's altar out of  his 
receipts from  " y e sellar " under the Town Hall; this now 
being used as the warehouse or custom house. Gregson, in 
his Portfolio  (1824 : lxij) erroneously conjectures this to be 
later custom house at the bottom of  Water Street.] 

The chantry at the High Altar, within the 
aforesaid  Chapel. 

Ralph Haworth, priest, incumbent. Of  the foundation  of 
Henry late Duke of  Lancaster, to celebrate for  the souls of 
his ancestors.** The same is at the High Altar in the said 
chapel. The said incumbent is there celebrating accordingly. 

Plate. None, for  so moche as the s d preste doth celebrate 
with the chaliz and other ornaments p'teyninge to the inhabi-
tants of  the same towne. 

Rental of  chantry lands and tenements £ 5 15s. 1 id.: whereof 
paid to our sovereign lord the king to the hand of  his bailiff  of 
[West] Derby for  chief  rent 2s. 3d. : and so remainetb 13s. 8d. 
per annum. 

The chantry of  St. Nicholas within the 
said Chapel. 

Richard Frodsham, priest, incumbent. Of  the foundation 
of  John sometime Duke of  Lancaster, to celebrate for  the souls 
of  him and his ancestors. The same is in the said chapel, the 
said priest remaining and celebrating there according to his 
foundation. 

44 It is obvious tha t the foundation  a t t r ibu ted to Duke H e n r y is tha t 
of  the chan t ry , and is not to be unders tood as tha t of  St. M a r y ' s Chape l 
in which the chan t ry was establ ished. 
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i chalice of  10 oz, 2 vestments, 1 mass book, 1 superaltar. 
Rental of  chantry lands and tenements 145. per an. 
Repayments, none. 
There are in existence two or three variations of 

the visitations. In the records45 is a Latin schedule, 
part of  which was printed in the 1868 edition of 
Baines' Lancashire,46 but was apparently omitted 
from  that of  1893 ; the rentals of  the chantries 
in this being :-— 

St. Katherine's (including the so-called cus- £ s. d. 
torn house 5s., and the priest's house) 6 1 6 

St. John's 5 4 8 
St. Nicholas' 4 15 9 
The High Altar 6 2 1 

The following  is another variation, " made from 
•' the original rolls by Thomas Birch, of  Birch, 
" 1664," and included in Gregson's collection of 
miscellanies :—47 

Leverpoole. 
The chantry of  the High Altar. 

The chantry of  the High Altar within the Chappell of 
Leverpoole, of  the foundation  of  Henry Duke of  Lancaster 
to celebrate there for  the soules of  him and his ancestors, which 
is observed accordingly, and the graunt is for  ever. 

Raph Haward incumbent is of  the age of  50 years : hath 
the yearly revenue of  v'- xixJ- xd- for  his salary : besides his 
living is x 

The lands and tenemts belonging to the same valent per an. 
vj • ijJ- in reprises ij*- iiy', and soe remaines there yearly 
value V- xix J x"1- and payd by these, vizt. :—• 

Cant' apud Sum' Altar in Capell' pd. redditis de Burgh :— 
[List of  Tenants paying in all 6 2s. 11 

The ornaments belonging to this chantry are valued at ijr 

The number of  ounces of  plate are viij by estimation 

Chantry of  St. Nicholas. 
The chantry att the Altar of  St. Nicholas within the Chap-

pell of  Leverpoole—Of  the foundation  of  John duke of 

45 Duchy Records, Bund le o, No. 3. 
46 Hist. Lane., iv, 94. 
47 Portfolio,  1824, lxii. 
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Lancaster, to celebrate there for  the soules of  him and his 
ancestors and to make one yearly obiit for  his soule, which is 
observed accordingly, and the grant is for  ever. 

Richard Frodsham is the incumbent, of  80 yeares of  age, 
and hath for  his salary cxiiij1- vij'/- ; besides his liveing is xl1- ; 
the lands and tenements which belong to the same, viz. :— 

[List of  Tenants whose total payments are 14s. yd.] 
The ornaments and plate belonging to this chantry of  St. 

Nicholas are none. 

Chantry of  St. John in Leverpoole, 
The rentally belonging to the chantry att the Altar of  St. 

John was of  the foundation  of  John of  Leverpoole there for 
the soules of  his ancestors for  ever, which is done accordingly. 

John Hurd is the present incumbent, of  the age of  50 yeares, 
and hath the cleere yearly revenue of  the same for  his salary : 
and his living besydes is ij'-

[List of  Tenants whose payments amount to £ 5 7s. 8i.] 
The ornaments belonging to the chantry of  St. John are 

valued to forty  shillings : besides viij ounces of  plate for 
chalice. 

Chantry of  the Altar of  St. Katharine in the Chappell 
of  Leverpoole. 

Of  the foundation  of  John Crosse, to celebrate there for  his 
soule and to doe one yearly obiit: and to distribute att the 
same iijJ- ivrf-  to poore people, and alsoe to keepe a school of 
grammer free  for  all childrenn bearing the name of  Crosse and 
poore children, which is not observed accordingly: and the 
grant is for  ever. 

Humfrey  Crosse is the incumbent and hath for  his salary 
the proffits  thereof  bein vj'- ij(- viij''- being 50 years of  age 
and his living besides is ij'- The ornaments belonging to it 
valent iij*- besides xij ounces of  plate. 

Redditus cant' Katherine, viz. : 
Redd' annuatim exeunt' de le Custome howse vs-
Mansion incumbentis ibid' cum gardino adjacent [no rent]. 
Firma unius burgagii et ij acres tre ibid' in ten' uxoris 

Thome Hychmore [Hickmough] xxxij1- viij'2' 
[And other receipts, amounting to £6 is. 6d.] 

And these fower  chantryes were all that did belong to the 
Chappell of  Leverpoole. 

The corporation, who had no doubt long antici-
pated this raid, had accumulated at the High Altar 

48 T h e insert ion of  the word not by Bi rch in his copy a p p e a r s to be 
u n w a r r a n t e d : and m a y have been intended as a reflex  of  his own 
opinion of  the s tate of  the g r a m m a r school in 1664. 
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in St. Mary's all the plate, ornaments, and vestments 
which they could claim as town property ; and the 
sorry arrav of  a chalice, a mass-book, and two 
vestments, arranged with suspicious exactitude and 
austeritv at each of  the three minor altars, assuredly 
did not represent the wealth of  gorgeous ceremonial 
accessories of  the chapels. But something, how-
ever, the royal receiver did seize ; and on 4th Feb., 
1550, having delivered into the mint at York 433 oz. 
of  silver plate, collected in this part of  Lancashire, 
he made a further  entry in his account : — 

Memo.—That sins the delyv'ie into the Mynt of  York I 
found  out for  the Kyng these pcells followinge,  which I caused 
to be delyv'd unto Mr. Raynshawe the Receiv'r of  this court,« 
viz.: . . . one chalice of  the chantery of  Liv'pole xiii oz.: 
one other chalice of  Liv'pole vij oz 5° 

Such are the closing scenes in the history of 
the chantries of  Liverpool. Post obit masses were 
stopped and the priests ejected ; the white image 
of  the Virgin del Key disappeared from  its shrine : 
the High Altar was abolished ; St. Mary's was 
closed ; and worshippers now congregated before 
" the communion table " within the corporation 
Church of  St. Nicholas, which no royal commis-
sioner could seize. 

The chantry lands, though scheduled in 1548, 
were not sold, nor were they even confiscated  to the 
Crown on behalf  of  the nation ; but were appropri-
ated by the Sovereign as lands pertaining to his 
own private Duchy of  Lancaster; and are subse-
quently found  held as of  Elizabeth's royal manor 
of  East Greenwich. They were let on lease by the 
Duchv as soon as seized. Those of  St. Katherine 
(at £6 is. 6d.) St. John (at £5 4s. 8d.) and St. 
Nicholas (at £4 15s. gd.)—the rentals scheduled in 

49 Richard Renshaw, gent . , receiver of  the Duchy , 3 Kd. VI , who 
certifies  as to certain chan t ry renta ls in the Bi rch copy of  the Schedule 
of  Henry V I I I . 

5° Ch Soc., lix, 21. 

I 
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the Duchy rolls lately mentioned—are stated in 
that roll to be leased for  30 years from  Easter, 
2 Edw. VI, 1548, to Sir Richard Molyneux ; the 
lands of  the High Altar (at £b 2s. id.) being 
stated to be leased at the same time, for  21 years, 
to a Richard YVrightington : this document being 
signed by William Paget, Chancellor of  the Duchy.51 

The corporation, however, who had previously 
been lessees of  St. Nicholas' chantry lands, seem 
to have considered they had now some claim on the 
lands of  St. Mary's, and soon came into conflict 
with Wrightington. He thereupon appealed to 
the chancellor of  the Duchy, pleading that the 
King had granted to him, on 2nd June, in the 
second year of  his reign [1548], one chantry in 
Liverpool, with all the lands and tenements 
thereto appertaining, for  21 years, at £d 2s. id. 
per annum ; yet the mayor and commonalty had 
wrongfully  deprived him of  the same. An injunc-
tion was issued, directing Edward Gee, mayor, 
and the commonalty, to suffer  the petitioner to 
occupy the said lands according to the terms of 
the said lease, or ells to appere " ; 5 1 but in a few 
years' time the town is found  in possession of  the 
coveted lease. 

The corporation at this troubled period, jealously 
watchful  over the interests of  the town, devoted 
their attention to the conservation of  their own 
corporate chapel of  St. Nicholas, which, now that 
it contained a chantry no longer, was, so far,  free 
from  inquisitorial visitations. St. Mary's they still 
had on their hands ; it was an ancient place, 
either of  unknown origin or definitely  known to 
be of  monastic foundation,  and typical of  religious 
ceremonials which were not to be permitted. 

51 Duchy Rolls, bundle U, No. 4. 
52 Duchy Pleadings, I I , xii, 84. 
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Consequently thev resolved to abandon it in 
fa\  'our of  St. Nicholas', necessarily relinquishing 
at the same time the ancient conjoined designa-
tion, " The Chapel of  the Blessed Mary and St. 
" Nicholas." For maintaining their new church 
the corporation had no income from  chantry lands 
and no endowment; but. in no wise discouraged, 
selecting from  among the ejected priests John 
Hurde. formerly  of  St. John's chantry, they ap-
pointed him their first  incumbent, and guaranteed 
his stipend from  the town : Paget, chancellor of 
the Duchy, thereupon entering on his already 
quoted leases of  the consficated  lands, that repara-
tions of  great timber and slate at the church " have 
" been " at the charge of  the incumbent, and, 
inferentially,  therefore,  would not be at the charge 
of  the Duchy in the future. 

In view of  the possibility of  further  raids, 
most of  the valuable effects  of  the church seem 
to have been kept discreetly away from  the edifice  ; 
the city fathers  doubtless knowing something of 
the late tactics of  abbots and priors in various 
parts of  the country, who had saved much mon-
astic property from  royal seizure. No direct 
information  of  local events at the time is ascer-
tainable, as the first  of  the Corporation Books of 
Record only commences in 1555, when they were 
all over. Some few  relics of  the book for  this 
exact time were in existence in 1558, in " half-
" blind letters" and "broken minutes and single 
" leaves," and were then re-copied ; but they are of 
no present use.53 

53 For the preservat ion of  these we are indebted to the memory of 
W m . Mcore, mayor , most of  them being taken from  scripts in his own 
hand :—" Precedents , for  our bet ter memory repeated as aforesaid  at and 
" in this present assembly and pondered and weighed, finding  good 
" m a t t e r t h e r e i n ; " on the basis of  which " l i k e proceedings for  the 
" common weal of  our said town have been though t good further  to 
" devise by the whole consent of  the Assembly, therefore,  gent le reader , 
' ' turn the leaf;  ' ' the next page report ing the appo in tmen t of  a com-
mittee thereupon.—Porte Mote,  i, 44, 62, 

I 3 
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A visitation of  another character next ensued ; 
this time to the new St. Nicholas' Church. A copy 
of  the report of  the Sir Walter Mildmay, already 
mentioned, is entered in Porte Mote  book for  1558, 
but the visitation took place in 1548, immediately 
after  the corporation had installed John Hurde as 
their incumbent: — 

We Sir Walter Myldemaie knight and Robt. Kelwaie esq. 
commissioners appointed by the king's majesty's commission 
under the great seal of  England to us directed touching order 
to be taken for  the maintenance and continuance of  schools 
preachers and priests and curates of  necessity, for  serving of 
cures and administering of  sacraments ; and for  money and 
other things to be continued and paid to the poor; To the 
right honourable Sir Wm. Paget Chancellor of  the Duchy &c. 
greeting. 

Forasmuch as it appeareth by the certificate  of  the particular 
surveyors of  the king's majesty's lands that the chapel of  Liver-
pool in the par. of  Walton wherein there was a chantry founded 
is a chapel of  ease distant four  miles from  the parish church of 
Walton ; and therefore  very necessary to continue for  divine 
service and administration ef  sacraments : . . [They recom-
mend] that the said chapel shall continue, and John Hurdis 
incumbent thereof  shall serve there and have for  his wages 
£\ 17s- 5d-  yearly. . . . 

A true copy made by order of  Thomas More, gent., 27 Sep., 
2 Ed. VI, 1548.54 

John Hurde, who had about 1548 made the 
copy of  Frodsham's rental from  St. Mary's in 
1534-5, appears to have died shortly after  this 
visitation, and to have been succeeded by a cleric, 
apparently Sir John Ianson, appointed by the town. 
He seems to have soon tired of  his engagement 
and sought a more congenial clime ; the opening 
page of  the first  town-book which remains, that for 
1551 . containing the entry: — 

We find  that the clerk of  the chapel shall have no wages of 
the town from  his departure out of  the town into Spain.55 

54 Porte Mote,  i, 48. 
55 In 1 5 5 1 the corpora t ion order to be paid all rents owing to the rood 

a l ta r since Sir J o h n Iyenson departed. Porte Mote,  i, 5 8 . 
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At the same meeting the corporation, quietlv 
conducting their ecclesiastical affairs  with a view to 
possible further  developments arising in high quar-
ters, passed the significant  resolution : — 

We find  that the church goods shall be called for  and put in 
a place together to the town's use, and all the commons of  the 
town may be privy to the same.56 

They also appointed at the same time all the 
borough officials  (except a minister), including 
among the number " the churchwardens," Henry 
Bailey and Gilbert Rigby; two gentlemen who 
were soon called upon to take part in another visi-
tation to the new church. An order of  the Privy 
Council, issued in 1552, directed commissioners to 
examine what plate, jewels, &c., were at the 
churches, and compare the same with the inven-
tories taken in 1548 ; further,  to give at their 
discretion one or two or more chalices of  silver to 
each church or cathedral, and forward  the remain-
der to the king's treasury ; also to allow sufficient 
linen for  " the communion table " and for  surplices, 
and sell the remainder for  the benefit  of  the poor. 
It is already evident that at Liverpool the whole of 
the effects  had not been inventoried in 1548, and 
had been indeed " called for  and put together in 
" a place for  the town's use" within a few  months 
past. In due course, however, when, in Oct., 1552, 
the commissioners appeared at St. Nicholas', the 
formidable  list of  forbidden  articles of  value was 
at length produced and entered in Duchy Depositions 
and Examinations : — 

Liverpool Chapel. 
This indenture made the 4 th day of  October in the 6 t h y r 

of  the reign of  our sovereign lord Edward VI &c. [1552] 
between [the local commissioners] the Rt. Hon. Edward Earl 
of  Derby, Sir Thos. Gerrard, and Thomas Boteler esq. of  the 

56 Porte Mote,  i, i . 
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one part, and the chapel reeves Henry Bailiff  and Gilbert 
Rigbye of  the other part; 

Witnesseth that we the said commissioners have delivered 
at the time of  sealing and delivery hereof  to the said reeves:— 

viij vestments— 
j redde braunched [embroidered] silke. 
j blue sattyn. 

iij dornyxe [Flemish]  silke redde and grene with blue 
crosses. 

j yelowe sattyn bridges [of  Bruges : Brussels] olde. 
j braunched silke with blue crosses, 
j unwatered chamlet [camlet: hair shirt]. 

j coape [outer robe] white garnished with redde say. 
j coape blue sattyn bridges, 
j coape dune [dun coloured] sattyn bridges, 
j torne coape. 

iiij albes [linen  surplices]. 
ij amyces [amices  : silk neckerchiefs]. 

iiij stoles [long bands worn round the neck]. 
iij fanace  [fannel:  a scarf  worn on the left  arm]. 
v corporases [cloths of  linen, for  covering the consecrated 

elements]. 
ij corp'as cases [cases for  the above cloths]. 
ij tynacles [tabernacles, containing the Host]. 
j chalice 
j pax of  silver [tablet, engraved with figure  of  the Saviour: 

kissed by worshippers, in token of  peace]. 
j grette belle belonginge to the s d chappel:— 

safely  to be kept to the use of  our sovereign lord the King. 
The said reeves for  them and their executors do covenant 
and grant by these presents to and with the said commissioners 
that the premisses or any part thereof  shall not at any time 
hereafter  be alienated, embezzled, or otherwise put away from 
our said sovereign lord the King, but shall be answerable and 
forthcoming  to the use of  his highness at such time and times 
as his majesty or his honourable court shall demand the same. 

These goods it will be noted are not valued, nor 
does any later appraisement or seizure of  them 
apnear ; so that it is probable they were ultimately 
left  for  disposal by the corporation who were un-
dertaking the support of  the new church. But 
however this may have been arranged, the corpora-
tion had no further  difficulties  with the authorities 
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on the score of  ritual. During the years 1552-3 the 
town's record book was not posted. 

But even yet the corporation was not rid of 
ecclesiastical commissions, as the empty chapel of 
St. Mary's was still in existence. In the beginning 
of  1553,57 a commission was issued bv the King to 
Sir Thos. Gerard, Sir R. Sherburne, and others, to 
enquire what lands, tenements, bells, chalices, 
stocks of  kine, monev, &c., lately belonging to any 
college, chapel, &c., or stipendiary priest, within 
the counties of  Lancaster and Stafford,  ought to 
have come to the hands of  the King by force  of  a 
certain Act of  Parliament (that of  1 Ed. VI, 1547) ; 
but had not done so. Edward Parker, the receiver, 
visited various places, gathering up what fragments 
had not been collected in 1548 or 1552 : and in 
Oct., 1553. arrived at Liverpool. He discovered 
that the old chapel of  St. Mary was not corporate 
property, as was St. Nicholas', and accordingly 
seized and sold it; the purchasers being the corpo-
ration, who, on March 31 , paid 20s. for  the empty 
fabric.  He also came across a silver pyx—the 
little casket in which the consecrated wafer  was 
kept—that had belonged to St. Mary's, and sold 
that, next day, for  33s. 4d. :— 

Value of  divers chapels, valued and appraised by the comis-
sioners of  the lord the King, whose names and valuation 
appear in particulars elsewhere :— 

Capella bte Marie de le Key Lytherpol xx 1 

Last day of  March, anno 7 of  the King. 
Plate—The sum of  33s. 4d. received among other things 

from  the aforesaid  commissioners, being the price of  one pyx 
of  silver belonging to the former  Chapel of  Liverpool as per 
indenture given by the s d Edward Parker the IST day of  April, 
anno 7 of  the King.s8 

57 A writ by Queen M a r y cit ing this commission, (issued for  collecting 
other arrears), quotes the da te of  its appo in tmen t as 10 Nov. , 7 E . VI , 
but Edward died in Ju ly of  the seventh of  his reign ; and the correct da te 
seems to have been March , 7 E. VI , 1553. 

58 Duchy Depositions: P . & M., vol. 5, R . 2. 
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With this paltry little record closes the sacerdotal 
life  of  St. Mary's, though the mere building itself 
remained in existence for  yet a couple of  centuries. 

The corporation continued to make steady pro-
gress with the re-establishment of  St. Nicholas', 
continuing the services by incumbents for  whose 
salaries the town was held responsible. 

On 12th August, 1555, we learn that the third 
minister had been one Sir Evan ; the corporation 
recording that, " It is enquired how the priest Sir 
" Evan should be answered of  his wages which is 
" behind this day for  . . . ", no result of  the inquiry 
being stated.59 But on the same day they made 
definite  provision for  Sir Evan's successor, " Nicho-
" las Smyth, clericus and serviens eccle." :— 

It is ordered that those persons whose names be here written, 
every two persons for  their streets, shall move their neighbours 
for  the Clerk's wages, that is to say wages for  Nicholas Smyth 
our clerk of  the chapel and teacher of  their children ; who 
have concluded, and a book is made of  . . . good and lawful 
money of  England to be made good and paid to the s d Nicholas 
during his life;  also the moiety or one dimidium of  the 
corn market [toll] is given to him ; as per indentures made and 
sealed, &c. And for  want of  having the one dimidium of  the 
corn market [toll] he to have thirty shillings by the hands of 
the officers  for  the time being in that behalf. 

At the same meeting it was further  examined as 
to " certain money raised for  the new adorning of 
" the church." 

It was not till 1565 that the recommendation 
made by Sir W. Myldmaie in 1548, that l t the chapel 
"should continue" and "the incumbent there 
" should have his wages £4 175. 5d. yearly," bore 
fruit;  Elizabeth issuing letters patent, 30th Oct. 
of  the above year, authorising the burgesses and 
their executors to nominate, subject to the consent 

59 Porte Mote,  i, 10. 
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of  the bishop of  Chester, a suitable person to be 
minister of  the said chapel; her majesty's receiver 
of  the duchy being empowered to pay the salary of 
the same.60 With this grant the City Fathers, who 
had well done their part for  the church in the past 
few  years of  stress and trouble, were relieved of 
further  anxiety.61 

We may now revert to the fate  of  the lands of 
the chantry del Key, last seen leased in 1548 for 
21 years to Wrightington. The corporation soon 
contrived to secure the lease from  the Duchy. 
Incidental evidence shews that they held it in 1558. 
In that year they direct that " a cow belonging to 

to the [late] Rood Altar" shall be restored : also 
that " all rents due to the [late] Rood Altar since 
" Sir William Iyenson departed shall be paid to the 
" officers  before  appointed : 6 2 (the old term " Rood 

60 Not.  Cestr., ii, 192. 
61 In 1564 it was resolved to have " the wooden roof  of  the steeple " 

repaired [Porte Mote,  i, 230." In 1572 var ious people in town confessed  to 
having " o r g a n p i p e s " and o ther chu rch proper ty in thei r possession 

Ibid,  ii, 35. In 1573 it was ordered tha t the chu rch walls should be 
buil t [Ibid,  iii, 59, i6g .J In 1628 was added " a r ing of  b e l l s " ( though 
Baines says a peal was first  in t roduced in 1746, Hist. Lane., v, 150), and 
they were re-cast in 1636. T h e whole of  these ma t t e r s were included 
in the ordinary business affairs  of  the corporat ion. 

T h e chu rch was found  a very useful  p lace for  o the r t h a n religious pur -
poses :—In 1555, " o n New Year ' s day , was served with in junc t ions in 
" the chapel of  Liverpool Master Mayor and the bailiffs,"  a t the ins tance 
of  Sir R. Molyneux, who had 2. suit against t h e m [Porte  Mote,  i, 36. I n 
1566 an assembly, convened for  discussing the retai l ing of  wines, which 
could come to no conclusion, " broke up and depar ted : bu t s tay there in 
' ' was taken and the ma t t e r prorogued till Sunday next after  : which 
" Sunday the burgesses were summoned in chu rch according to use. Bu t 
" discord grew between divers persons so tha t no th ing was agreed to this 
" Sunday. Prorogued again to the next Sunday " [Ibid,  i, 362.] In 
April of  the same year ' ' Mas te r Mayor , by the Sergeant h is officer,  in 
' ' church recommended all the burgesses to give their a t t endance upon 
" him and his b re th ren in the common hall the same day after  d inner " 
[Ibid,  i, 322 ] In 1572 Par l i ament hav ing gran ted the T e n t h s and 
Fifteenths  to the Queen, J o h n Moore, collector of  the same, ordered 
" p a y m e n t to be made to h im by the bailiffs  at Liverpool C h u r c h , on 
" J a n u a r y 3, before  10 o 'clock afore  n o o n " [Ibid,  i, 20.] In 1582 " W e 
" agree there shall be no sales in the chu rch " [Ibid,  ii, 254.] 

62 Porte Mote,  i, 57, 58. 
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" Altar" being last quoted in 1531.) But definite 
evidence occurs in a compotus of  Ralph Ashton, 
receiver of  the Duchv 6 3 : — " T h e late chantrv of 
" the High Altar, £6 2s. id.: for  the farme  of  all 
" that late chantry and all the lands and tenements 
" to the said late chantry belonging : so let to the 
" mavor bailiffs  and burgesses of  the town of  Liver-
" pool by indenture under the seal of  the Duchy, 
" dated 3 Mav in the — year of  the reign of  Eliza-
" beth the Queen."64 

St. Mary's and the whole of  the lands were thus 
leased out till 1588, when Queen Elizabeth at length 
alienated them : and in 1597 they came on the 
market, and were disposed of  to various persons. 
The utmost that the local histories contain with 
reference  to these transactions is comprised in the 
trifling  and incorrect statement of  Croston :—" The 
" property of  the chantries seems to have passed 
" b y purchase, soon after  the Reformation,  into the 
" possession of  Sir Thos. Hesketh and Mr. Ash-
" worth, but was sold by them to a number of 
" individual purchasers under the sanction of  Thos. 
" Hockenhall mayor."6 5 For half  a century, how-
ever, after  the Reformation,  as will be seen, 
these chantry lands were reserved intact by the 
Duchy and various successive holders ; and it 
was not till 1610 that Thomas Hockenhall, mayor, 
(who could not " sanction " or otherwise affect  the 
sale) affixed  his signature as a witness to a last 
list of  purchasers. The manner in which the lands 
passed from  the Crown to private owners is shewn 

63 D u c h y Receiver ' s Accounts , 1577. 
64 In 1558 the corpora t ion were also leasing the St. Nicholas chan t ry 

lands, under Sir R. Molyneux. I t s rental , " now cor rec ted ," was entered 
then , the receipts being £6 7s. 7\cL , as against £ 4 15s. gd., a t which the 
D u c h y leased them. Also Mr . Sekerston " l a i d down 5s. upon the checker 
" in presence of  the bench and the whole assembly for  his fine  and ingres-
" sion of  these lands which belong to [the late] St Nicholas ' A l t a r . " 
—Porte Mote,  i, 59. 

65 Hist. Lane., v, 150. 
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in the title deed of  one. Wm. Cooke of  Liverpool, 
who purchased for  £50 certain fields  yielding a 
rental of  24s. 4d. per annum :— 

Queen Elizabeth on the 30 May, 1588, granted to Sir 
Moile ffinch  of  Eastwell, co. Kent, knight, and John Awdley, 
gent, the four  late dissolved chantries in Liverpool, viz. St. 
Katherine, St John, St. Nicholas, and the High Altar; which 
Sir Moile ffinch  (John Awdley being dead) conveyed on the 
13 September, 36 Eliz., 1594, to Sir Thos Heneage knight, 
vice-chamberlain, who by a deed indented of  the date of  the 
14 July, 37 Eliz., 1595, did bargain and sell them to Edward 
Earl of  Worcester, Henry Earl of  Southampton, and Sir John 
Fortescue knight: who for  ten shillings granted them to 
Sir Thos. Hesketh and William Ashurst on the 14 July, 39 
Eliz., 1597: To be held as of  her manor of  East Greenwich: 
paying to her majesty the reserved rent. Sir Thos. Hesketh 
and William Ashurst for  £50 paid to them by Wm. Cooke of 
Liverpool, husbandman, conveyed [certain lands] to him by 
this deed. Dated 20 April, 40 Eliz., 1598. 

Signed, Thos. Hesketh, Wm Ashurst.66 

This William Cooke's name appears in the follow-
ing list:— 

A true and perfect  note of  all the chantry tenants of 
Liverpool that purchased any lands belonging to the chantries 
from  Sir Thos. Hesketh and M r Ashurste: and what every 
several tenant's rent is and what he paid in purchase. And 
these things appear by the certificate  of  Thomas Hokenhall, 
mayor [1610], for  the notification  of  the truth in time to come. 

Ralph Secome 
Purchase. 

£3 0 0 
Rent. 

I 2 
M r Richard Rose ... 50 0 0 1 6 8 

M r Edmund Rose .. I 0 0 0 O 3 
Robt. Mercer 6 0 0 0 I 5 
Rowland Johnson ... 6 0 0 0 2 0 
M r Robert Moore .. 3 9 0 0 1 3 0 
Thos Tarleton 4 0 0 0 I 6 
Elizabeth Holden ... 4 0 0 0 3 0 
Humfrey  Ferypolices 8 0 0 0 2 6 
John Crosse 0 J 4 0 0 0 2 
Nicholas Fazakerley 5 4 0 0 1 17 0 
Cuthbert Lawrence 4 0 0 0 2 2 
Lanslett Walker ... 30 0 0 0 18 6 
Richard Abraham ... 6 0 0 0 3 4 

60 Moore Deeds, 400, 



I The  Chapel del Key,  Liverpool. 

Wm. Eccleston 
Thomas Hitchmough 
Thomas Lurting ... 
Thos. Dison ats Ricson 
Wm. Cooke.. 
Thos. Bickstath 
John Blackmore ... 
Robt. Mellinge 
Robt. Lurting (fine) 
Edwd. Robinson ... 
Thos. Fox 

Purchase. 

3 7 
5 5 
30 
15 
50 

3 
12 

3 
5 

40 
16 

Rent. 

15 
16 

9 
7 
4 
1 
7 
4 
4 
1 
6 

Walter Chambers gave M r Ashurst £16. 
M r Rose will give for  The Merlin [a tavern] ^50. 
Robert Ridinge for  Allerton's £ \ . 
Joseph Abram must give £10. 
M r Rose will give for  Robert Lurting and Robt. Melling's 

houses . £ 10 [an increase of  13s. \d. on their 
combined value].6? 

The total capitalised value of  the lands as above 
amounts to the sum of  £560 35. ; and the annual 
rental £ 1 5 05. 5d.6 8 

At this stage another phase of  our little history 
brings us into association with the first  and the 
second Town Halls of  Liverpool. The first  was the 
House of  the Blessed Mary, mentioned in a deed 
of  4 Henry VIII , 15 12 69 :— 

Be it known, &c. I Elizabeth Jackson have granted &c. to 
Henry Shaw four  shops in Liverpool adjacent to the Crosse of 
the sd town in the market street there, abutting on a certain 
house called the House of  the Blessed Mary : —adjacente cruce 
dicte villae in via marcato ibm abuttant sup' qusedam domii 
vocat' Domus Beate Marias. 

67 Moore Deeds, 112; Gregson's Portfolio,  1824, lxiv ; Duchy Records, 
Lib. B. 

68 Gregson (Portfolio  36) gives the renta l of  the four  chan t r i es as 
£22 10s. 2d. ; Ba ines (Lane.,  v, 150) says the total revenues a t the disso-
lution from  lands and t enemen t s a m o u n t e d to ^ 2 3 os lid. 

69 Harl.  MSS.,  2042, 255. 
70 T h e term occurs again in a reconveyance, in 1549, of  the same 

" foure  shoppis n igh the high crosse but t inge on Our L a d y H o w s e , " 
—Harl.  MSS.,  2042, 256. 
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In this hall we may certainly recognise an ancient 
religious hospice, a Domus Dei, an appanage, at 
Juggler Street in the market place, of  the chapel 
of  Our Lady del Key ; and designated variously 
as the house of  " Our Lady," or, in allusion to 
its charitable mission, 1 1 Our Lady of  Mercy." 
Mention of  this favourite  title may be found  in the 
corporation book rental of  1551 : " Item v j 4 goying 
" owte of  barbons lands gyven by the ladye 
" Mercie"71 : another entry shewing that the lands 
of  the heirs of  Richard Barbon were in Juggler 
Street, near the Lady Hall.72 A somewhat similar 
vague allusion to a gift  emanating from  the Ladv 
Hail occurs in 1555,73 in an entry respecting " cer-
" tain money which was in the custodv of  the mayor 
" and the bailiffs  at their appointing for  the new 
" adorning of  the church by the Lady Al l . " 7 4 It 
had been used as the common hall of  the town 
before  1515 bv the corporation, so that the terms 
" common hall " and " Ladv Hall " had colloquially 
become synonymous; but the early corporation 
books being: missing we have only later and indi-

0 0 j 

rect evidence of  the fact. 
In 1515 Rector Crosse has been seen to have 

bequeathed to the town a new common hall, which, 
according to the old custom, he designated " y e new 
" [so] called Our Ladye House to keep their courts 
" in." This was the second town hall, and in 1555 
we read of  the assembly duly meeting to transact 
public business in the " common hall, called [as] of 

71 Th i s entry appea r s in the ta t tered original vol. i of  t h e Records, 
and has been faithfully  re t ranscr ibed in the copy of  t ha t vo lume made 
in 1749 ; in which la t te r some modern pencil ler has chosen to erase 
" Mercie " and subst i tu te " M e r c e r . " 

72 Porte Mote,  i, 4, 5. 
73 Ibid,  i, 10. 
74 T h e " L a d y A l l " of  the original vo lume has been t ranscr ibed in 

the copied volume as " Lady H a l l . " Again the pencil ler has erased 
the words, and subst i tuted " L a d y Ale . " a senseless t e rm which not 
even the vague charac te r of  the original wri t ing can justify. 
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" old time, Lady H a l l " ; 7 5 the new hall retaining 
the popular designation of  the old one. In 1567 the 
discarded and vacated hall is found  in the posses-
sion of  one of  the burgesses :— 

We find  Richard Waddington by virtue of  divers convey-
ances lawfully  possessed of  all that one house in Juggler Street 
sometime called Lady Mercer's  hall, yeilding yearly therefor 
to the Queens Majesty her heirs and successors for  ever seven 
pence. The sd R. Waddington is also lawfully  possessed in 
one sandland shooting into Esthfn  dale upon the east part, 
belonging to the said house.?6 

In this passage the ever popular, favourite,  and 
beautiful  appellation of  the Virgin is found  trans-
formed  into the prosaic and common-place " Lady 
" Mercer." This corrupt term, however, occurs 
nowhere else in the town's books, and is to be set 
down to lack of  knowledge on the part of  the 
scribe. There was, indeed, an old local family  of 
the name of  Mercer, but they were not of  high 
social status, and no Lady Mercer ever appears in 
local history.77 

The second town hall was also in the busy 
official  thoroughfare,  Juggler Street. Differing  from 
the first—the  religious hospice—it was erected on 
pillars, with an arcade or " sellar," as Rector 
Crosse called it, beneath ; and, as already said, 
was known by the designation, " Our Lady 
" Hall" ;—in 1555 the assembly meeting " in the 
" common hall, called [as] of  old time Lady Hall." 7 8 

Some few  years earlier (about 1541) the corporation 
were renting the priest's arcade or cellar, and 
using it as a storeroom ; allusion occurring to " the 
" keeper of  the common hall of  this town, that is 

75 PorU  Mote,  i, 14. 
76 Ibid,  i, 386. 
77 In 1340, Rober t le Mercer uses the term, " p a l a c i u m , " in reference 

to his house , one half  of  which h e was alloting to his d a u g h t e r and her 
husband : bu t it was merely an ord inary dwelling, and was in W h i t e a c r e 
Street , not in Juggler Street.— Moore Deeds, 1 19. 

78 Porte Mote, i, 14. 
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" t o wit the common warehouse."79 In 1548 we 
have seen this ground floor  used as " the custom 
house." In 1563 is mention of  " the higher hall 
" called the common hall of  this town ; " 8 0 and in 
1574 of  "the covered market place" in the arcade/1 

In 1579, once more, we have the corporation being 
convened " to meet on Sunday in the common hall 
" called Our Lady Hall . "8 2 

This second town hall endured till about 1673, 
when Blome saw another new " famous  town house 
" on pillars " being erected : the dismantled hall 
being subsequently let as dwelling houses ; 8 3 Peter 
Atherton in 1679 paying the corporation £5 
per annum " for  two houses in Juggler Street, 
" formerly  ye comon hall ."8 4 

Reverting to the chapel; St. Mary's is now found 
involved in a period of  degradation. " Loca sacra 
" sunt cimitariae et capellas et ecclesias; et, licet 
" asdificia  diruantur, adhuc locus sacra sacer 
"manet" 8 5 :—thus had declared the legal com-
mentator, De Bracton, of  the thirteenth century; 
but St. Mary's did not meet with this kindly regard. 
It had been closed since about 1550 ; and though in 
1558 and again in 1565 great efforts  were made to 
increase the endowment of  the grammar school, 
yet the corporation refrained  from  devoting to 
so appropriate and worthy an object their deso-
late old chapel house. And, not only so, but with 
little reverence for  the past, little veneration for  an 
edifice  consecrated to religious uses and hallowed 
by the burial of  the dead, they chose to utilise it as 

79 Porte Mote,  i, 39. 
80 Ibid,  i, 192. 
81 Ibid,  ii, xi8. 
82 Ibid,  ii, 190. 
83 Ibid,  iv, 517. 
84 This analysis, if  correct , gives five  as the n u m b e r of  the successive 

town halls of  Liverpool , instead of  four,  as ordinar i ly s ta ted : one only, 
instead of  two, in Juggler Street h i the r to being taken into account . 

85 De Legibus et Consuetudines Anglite, i, 60. 
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the common warehouse ; though, it may be, that, 
with memory of  the disasters of  the Reformation, 
they thus desecrated it openly and ostentatiously. 
In 1571 they are found  setting their civic house 
in order and prohibiting for  the future  dances, 
weddings, and similar convivial junketings therein:86 

and in the same year, in pursuance of  this policy, 
they ejected their stores from  the priest's arcade 
beneath the common hall, and transferred  it without 
cost to their very excellent stone chapel conveniently 
situated on the quay. Thus St. Mary's became the 
common warehouse of  the town. 

Next year, 1572, the assembly directed that the 
late mayor, " Mr. Bavand, shall bring in or cause 
" to be brought in the keys of  the old chapel, now 
"the town's new warehouse"8 7 Here were kept 
the scale and beam of  the corporation, and other 
paraphernalia of  the kind, inventories of  which 
occasionally appear in the town books : here were 
warehoused goods for  factors  and farmers  ; here 
was stored the mayor's toll corn from  the market, 
and here it was " sold in sight of  the bailiff  after 
" the old fashion."  The chapel-warehouse was in 
charge of  a keeper (as in 1541) : this official  at the 
time of  the transfer  being G. Rainforth,  who on 
leaving in 1580, was to receive from  his successor, 
W. Gelbrand, 40s. apparently as goodwill. In 1574 
one, Potter, having had his goods lying there for 
some time, was charged " for  a porcon of  the towne 
" store howse quondam the chappell of  the keyth, 
" for  the time and space of  fyftyn  weeks xs- " 88 In 
a few  years, however, the chapel seems to have 

86 In 1555 the seneschals of  the hall accounted for  3s. 4d., received for 
marr iages in the same dur ing the year . In 1558 the assembly decreed 
tha t " the s tewards of  t h e hall shall ga the r and take of  every wedding 
' ' and dinner of  mar r i age to be made within this hall xvj«'- : the same to 
" safely  kept unti l such t ime they be summoned to br ing in the same so 
" to be coffered." 

87 Porte Mote,  ii, 32. 
88 Ibid,  ii, 89. 
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been found  too small for  the needs of  the town and 
port, and the corporation accordingly removed their 
scale and beam elsewhere, viz., to " ye greate barn 
" near ye Tower." Still, even then, they endea-
voured neither to restore the chapel to something 
of  its former  odour of  sanctity nor to allot it to the 
use of  the still struggling grammar school ; but let 
it at a rental, once more as a warehouse for  general 
storage of  goods. In i57g, Port mote having de-
cided to " repair and maintain that part of  the wall 
" under the little old stone chapel, being ruinous 
" and decayed," 89 formally  resolved that " the rents 
" of  the stonne chapell bewest the churche of  this 
" towne shall be paide to the maior for  the time 
" beinge, ever hereafter,  to the towne's use." 90 And 
in 1581 they again carefully  declared that "the rents 
" of  the chappell of  the key shall be paide to the 
" maior to the use of  the town as heretofore."  In 
1582 some suggestion seems to have been made for 
the place being, possibly, granted to the grammar 
school ; but the economic-minded assembly deter-
minedly resolved that " the little stone chapel in the 
" churchyard shall remain to the town, and the 
" mayor at his pleasure shall receive the key of  the 
"same for  the town's use and benefit."91  The 
place however does not seem to have let very 
readily ; and in 1583 the corporation, not caring to 
lie out of  their money, again publicly proclaimed at 
Porte mote that " the stone chapel belonging to 

89 Porte Mote,  ii, 190. 
90 In 1570 Rober t Corbet t (mayor in the year following)  " oweth xxs. by 

" the year for  the little s tone house by west the chapel steeple of  this 
" town demised and to h im let in farm  Dec. 15, 1570 " [Porte  Mote,  i, 160] 
This building does not appea r to have been the chapel . I t was p robab ly 
" the stone house in the chu rch y a r d , " for  h is care of  which Mr . Bentley, 
incumbent of  St. Nicholas ' , was paid £4 by the corpora t ion in 1598 [Ibid, 
ii, 519]: and seems to have been the same which, near ly a century later , 
was rented by Edward Tar l ton , who, in the town rental for  1689, is 
debited for  " the chappel l style house 8s. : the fish  house [adjoining] 5s.: 
" and ye little house in the chappel l yard is. [Ibid,  iv, 517]. 

9: Porte Mote,  ii, 251. 

K 
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" this town shall be let to the best profit  of  the 
" t o w n " ; 9 2 and when it did let there appears to 
" have been some difficulty  in securing the rent, as 
in 1586 it is curtly declared that " whosoever hath 
" or shall have the stone chapel in the churchyard 
" shall pay and yield the accustomed rent for  the 
" same."9 3 So that on the whole the experience of 
the corporation with their investment of  20s. in the 
tenement was not quite satisfactory  ; and it is not 
surprising that in one way or other they got rid 
of  it, and that we hear no more of  their sacerdotal 
warehouse. 

Our final  glimpse of  the Chapel del Key discovers 
it, at last, as the home of  the grammar school. 
This, it will be remembered, had been founded  by 
Rector Crosse, in 1515 , by the bequest of  certain 
lands:— 

To ye fyndinge  of  a preste to say masse afore  ye ymage of 
Seynt Kateryne within the chappell of  Lyvrpull: [stipulating] 
y' yc maior and my brother Richard Crosse or his heirs after 
him shall order and put in a prste suche as they shall thynke 
best convenient: the whiche prst shall keepe g'mer scole, and 
take his avauntage from  all ye children except those whose 
names be Crosse and poore chyldren yc have no socour.w 

The name of  the first  priest installed does not 
appear, and, in 1533, the King's rental shows 
Thos. Hickmough, a burgess, holding the chantry 
in trust. In 1534 Humphrey Crosse was priest of 
St. Katherine's, and, consequently, teacher of  the 
grammar school. The founder  had made no stipu-
lation either that the priest should say mass at 
the chantry daily, or that the school should be in 
Liverpool; and it appears as though Crosse, who 
was one of  the priests attached to the mother church 

92 Porte Mote,  ii, 273. 
93 Ibid,  ii, 314. 
94 Not.  Cestr., I I , ii, 191. 
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at Walton, taught his school there, as being the 
most generally beneficial  spot. At all events, at or 
about this date, there was established near Walton 
Church a grammar school, the origin of  which is 
unknown : 9 5 and it is certain it was not founded  or 
endowed by the Duchy, since no entry relating to 
it appears in the Duchy accounts. On this hypo-
thesis we may understand how, when, in 1548, 
Sir Walter Mildmay made his visitation, already 
mentioned, he had come to enter in his report that 
the school had been kept by Humphrey Crosse at 
Walton  out of  the funds  derived from  the chantry 
of  St. Katherine, Liverpool. His report and 
recommendation are as follow  :— 

A Grammar School hath been heretofore  continually kept in 
the parish of  Walton with the revenues of  St. Katherine 
founded  in the sd chapel of  Liverpool, and the schoolmaster 
had for  his wages 5 13s. 3fd.  yearly of  the revenues of  the 
sd chantry: Which school is very necessary to continue as 
heretofore  to all time used; and that Humfrey  Crosse, school-
master there, shall be and remain in the same room and shall 
have for  his stipend and wages yearly 13s. 3fdS>6 

When this recommendaton had been made the 
chantry had lately been dissolved and the school left 
without revenue ; but apparently Crosse was con-
tinuing the school at Walton church, and may have 
done so till his death in 1554 or 1555. In this latter 
year we have seen the corporation setting up a 
school in Liverpool on their own account, and 
raising locally the salary of  Nicholas Smyth, who 
was both " clerk of  our chapel and teacher of  their 
" children." Further, when next we hear of  the 
grammar school of  Crosse's foundation,  it is again 
said to be " of  Walton," not, of  Liverpool. It was 
not till 1565, seventeen years after  Mildmay's re-

95 " The papers of  this ancient school being destroyed in the rebellion, 
" the foundation  is unknown."— loth Report Parliamentary Commissioners. 

96 Porte Mote,  i, 48. 
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commendations, that Queen Elizabeth gave effect 
to them, and to the Act of  1547 for  the endowment 
of  grammar schools, by granting letters patent of 
30th Oct. of  that year for  the salary of  the incum-
bent £\ ijs.^d. and the schoolmaster £ 5 13s. 3 !d. 
per annum ; and these payments are found  entered 
in the Duchy accounts as follow  :—97 

The stipend of  a clerk to serve in the chapel 
at Lytherpoole ... ... ... ... ^ 4 17 5 

The fee  of  a clerk and Schoole Mr of  Walton 5 1 3 4 
The grants were payable to the corporation of 
Liverpool, who were to appoint " a discreet and 
" learned man to be schoolmaster in the grammar 
" school." If,  therefore,  the school had hitherto 
been at Walton, it was now re-established at St. 
Nicholas', Liverpool. 

The corporation did not rest idly content with 
this benefaction.  In a few  days they doubled the 
sum available for  the salary by a levy on the 
burgesses. First, they resolved— 

We agree that it be needful  to have a learned man to be 
our schoolmaster for  the preferment  of  the youth of  this town 
and that Master Maiore shall call the town together within ten 
days and take order for  his wages over and above that the 
Queen's Majesty doth allow us.s® 

John Crosse was mayor, and within the stipu-
lated time the meeting was convened, and, in due 
course, the following  entry made in the books:— 

The augmentation aid of  the Queen's gift  for  schoolmaster. 
This is a copy of  the book made of  the benevolent gift  and 
grant of  the comburgesses of  this the Queen's Majesty's 
borough corporate and port town of  Liverpool for  the supplying 
and supportation of  a competent wages for  a schoolmaster, 
being a learned man; rated, cessed and laid by the auditors 
this year, bound by the whole Assembly, 18 Sep' anno 1565.99 

The Mayor headed the list with a guarantee of  4s., 

97 Bi rch M S S . ; Gregson ' s Portfolio,  31. 
9 s Porte Mote,  i 250. 
99 Ibid,  i, 291. 
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Mr. Corbett and Alderman Sekerston promised 
35. 4d. each, and the whole of  the burgesses tailed 
away from  these large figures  in a long list of 
conti-ibutions dwindling down to ^d. each: the 
total sum guaranteed being £5 13s. 6d. On this 
handsome combined basis they began by sending 
to London a deputation which succeeded in secur-
ing the coveted "learned man"—and a B.A. to 
boot—and him they engaged at double the salary 
Humphrey Crosse used to receive :— 

John Ore bachelor of  arts being hired in London by Ral">h 
Sekerston and others to be Schoolmaster, he appeared before 
the Assembly in the common hall and was admitted to enter 
and teach, upon the proof  and good liking: and to have for 
the year sick or whole ten pounds to be paid quarterly. 100 

In 1571 John Ore had gone, and Peile, the incum-
bent, took his place ; but, on being offered  half  of 
the corn toll at the market towards his salary, 
he refused  to accept it, collected his dues by 
a house-to-house visitation, and seems to have 
soon left.  In 1582 money was again somewhat 
scarce ; and on John Royle being appointed 
schoolmaster, he was required to act also as 
" clerk and ringer of  the curfew,"  at the reduced 
stipendium of  £j 145. 8d. This gentleman, or 
his successor, may not have quite come up to the 
Corporation's expectations of  the greatly desired 
" learned man " ; and in 1599 they wailed, as in 
despair, " Sir Thomas Wainwright (the incumbent) 
" shall kepe schoole here untill God sende us some 
" sufficient  learned man and noe longer." 

But in the meantime we learn nothing of  the 
school itself,  nor even where it was located (unless 
indeed it were at Walton.) We know that the 
old chapel del Key was used as a warehouse from 
1572 to 1586, and certainly John Ore, B.A. and 

100 Porte Mote,  i, 298, 
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John Royle never kept school in it. Several inci-
dental allusions to the school appear in the town 
books, but none of  them show that it was held in the 
chapel del Key, and it is not even possible to guess 
that it was held in a building near St. Nicholas' 
Church, till 1 6 1 1 . 1 0 1 It is in fact  solely from  the 
chance statement of  a stranger, the antiquary 
Blome of  1673, that we know St. Mary's was ever 
used as the home of  the grammar school. Says 
he—" Here is now erecting a famous  town house, 
" on pillars and arches of  hewn stone [the third 
" town hall]: here also is a great piece of  antiquity, 
" formerly  a chapel, now a free  school, at the west 
" end whereof  next the river stood the statue of 

St. Nicholas, long since defaced  and gone, to 
" whom mariners offered  when they went to sea." 
This is the one solitary item of  evidence we possess 
that the ancient fane  del Key terminated the 
vicissitudes of  its career of  four  centuries in the 
honourable guise of  a school for  " poore chyldren 
" y l have no socour." 

It is reputed to have been taken down in 1710 ; 
but an order is found  in the Parish Vestry Book 
for  1745 directing that ''the School adjoining St. 
" Nicholas' Church in which John Walters teaches, 
" being ruinous and a great nuisance, be taken 
" down." 

101 Di spu te between J o h n Rose and the corporat ion, regarding old 
chan t ry lands and " a wall of  the cemetery of  the Chape l of  St . Nicholas 
" on the east pa r t of  the free  school."—Porte Mote,  ii, 743. 


