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I:OR the purposes of this essav the old Arch-
deaconry of Chester has been taken by itself,
not only as an ecclesiastical unit, but as represent-
ing also an ancient civil division, that is, the county
ot Chester, including parts of Flintshire (and there-
fore almost co-extensive with the Cestrescire of
Domesday Book) and South Lancashire, the ““land
‘“ between Ribble and Mersey” of the same ancient
record ; which formerly constituted a peculiar dis-
trict civillv, a kind of outer court to Cheshire. The
Archdeaconry was thus another instance of the
conservatism of ecclesiastical institutions, as ex-
emplified otherwise in the use of language and
vestments long since disused outside church.

In studying the dedications of the ancient
churches of the country, the first question that has
to be decided is one of fact—what is the dedication
of this or that particular church ? and then comes
one of theory —what reason can be given for it ?

[t is not always easy—it is sometimes impossible
-—to discover to what saint a particular church was
dedicated. Leaving out of account the alterations
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brought about by the religious revolution of the
sixteenth century, it 1s well known that many
changes took pl'lce in earlier times. For instance,
the numerous dedications to St. Thomas of Can-
terbury must in manyv cases have practically,
though not theoxencall}, superseded older ones,
which were in time forgotten and lost. In the
same way Winchester Cathedral became known as
St. Swithin’s, though originally 1t was St. Petet’s.
In other cases there has been a confusion of names;
for instance, the church at Aberford, near I.eeds,
was formerly supposed to be dedicated to St.
Richard, but this has been corrected to Recarius,
probabl\ the same as Richarius or Riquier of
Picardy. Then, apart from supersession or mis-
take, the dedication has in many cases been lost
altocrether In our own newhbourhood Bidston.
Ovelchurch and Heswall may “be given as instances,
though the churches there are now dedicated to St,
Oswald, St. Mary. and St. Peter respectively—
titles which have at least an antique sound.

One curious case of difficulty i1s at Runcorn.
Sir Peter Levcester thought the dedication was to
All Saints, on account of the wakes being held on
that day, but afterwards confessed he had been
mistaken, as he had found a deed of 1420, in which
a certain Richard de Acton is described as ¢ Vicar
“of the Church of St. Bartholomew of Runcorn.”
From this case 1t would appear that the parish
wake-day 1s not an infallible guide to the dedication
of the church. Bishop Gastrell gives ¢ St. Mary
“and St. Bartholomew ™ as the dedications of
Runcorn ; but the modern building 1s dedicated to
All Saints.* At Little Budworth the church 1s

1 See Ormerod’s Cleshive, i, 674, and 679 note. Gastrell's Notitia
Cestriensis, 1, 348, and note. The wake-day at Runcorn may have been
influenced by that of neighbouring churches, Great Budworth and
Daresbury.
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now designated St. Peter's. but Ormerod calls it
St. Mary and All Saints’; this, however, is possibly
due to a contusion with Great Budworth.* At
Thornton-le-Moors again the dedication is usually
said to be St. Marv; but Gastrell and Ormerod
both assert it to be St. Helen, and this is endorsed
very emphatically by Mr. Helsby in his edition of
the latter’s History of Cheshire3 Again, at Tarle-
ton, Gastrell mentions that the tradition existed of
a dedication of the old chapel to St. Helen, and
there 1s a St. Helen’s well stull existing there;
this i1s confirmed bv Mr. Raines, in his account of
the Lancashire Chantries; but the later building
(1720) was dedicated to St. James, and it is said
the present one is Holv Trinity.# The church at
Whallev, according to I)omesdd\ Book, was St.
Mary’s; later it was All Saints’ p()S%lbly a new
building—and the editor of Gastrell gives St. Wil-
frid as a third possible dedication.

Having discovered what in fact is the dedication
of the church, the next step 1s to find a reason for
it. This must arise from the religious devotion of
the age when the church was built.s Just as naming
a child at baptism after a particular saint is equiva-
lent to placing it under the protection or patronage
of that saint, and i1s an act of perpetual invocation
of him, so in the case of dedicating a church the
primary object was to secure the intercession of
one of the Court of the Heavenly King on behalf
of the parish and its benefactors. The choice

Ormerod, ii, 223, 224, and note, ¢f. i, 6o5. It is called St. Mary's
in 1505 and St. Peter's in 1526 ; cit. ii, 625 note. The church at
Alderley is also doubtful, either St. Mary's or St. Lawrence's ; op. cif. iii,
570 note.

Ormerod, ii, 21, and note.

Gastrell's Notitia, Raines’ Chantries, 173.

5 In later times political or partisan loyalty has to be remembered as a
cause : e.g., the dedications to St. Anne and St. George in the eighteenth
century.
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might be determined by the personal devotion or
the individual builder, or might result from a desire,
widespread at the time of erection, to honour a
certain saint and invoke his aid—as, for instance,
the dedications to St. Thomas of Canterbury,
already mentioned. The latter cases are interest-
ing to the inquirer, as they may afford a clue to the
date of foundation, and they leave less to conjecture
than the more general instances in which the per-
sonal devotion of some unknown benetactor has to
be assumed as a cause.

Leaving theory for a time, let us consider some
cases in which the historv 1s known and the reasons
for the dedications chosen can be seen. There is,
first, the story of St. Augustine and his companions,
sent by St. Gregory to evangelise our ancestors.
They were Romans. In Rome the principal church
was the Lateran Basilica known as St. Saviour’s
(later St. John Baptist’s), the Pope’s cathedral
church, described by its inscription as ‘‘the mother
“ and head of all the churches alike of the city and
“of the world.” Next to this, and in some respects
more important, was the Vatican Basilica, outside
the citv, on the other side of the Tiber, with its
memories and relics of St Peter and St. Paul, the
two great Apostles whose martyrdom made the city
a pldce of pilgrimage and reverence for all Christ-
1ans.  Then the missionaries themselves came
from the Monastery of St. Andrew, on the Caelian
Hill ; this was their home, and to it their thoughts
must often have turned in this land of exile. How
did they dedicate their churches? The Venerable
Bede tells us :—* Augustine having his episcopal

‘see granted him in the royal citv [Canterbury].
“as has been said, and being supported byv the
‘““ King, recovered therein a church which he was
“informed had been built by the ancient Roman
¢ Christians, and consecrated it in the name of our
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“holv Saviour, God and Lord, Jesus Christ, and
“there established a residence for himself and his
‘“ successors. He also built a monastery not far
“from the citv to the eastward, in which, by his
“ advice, Ethelbert erected from the foundation the
“ church of the blessed Apostles Peter and Paul.”®
Thus Rome was, as 1t were, reproduced 1n Canter-
burv. By and by, as the work prospered, a Bishop
was established in London, where the church of
St. Paul was built, commemorating the second
shrine of St. Paul *‘ outside the walls’ of Rome;
and another Bishop was placed in Rochester, with
a church dedicated to St. Andrew, the patron of
their old monasterv.” No doubt other remini-
scences of Rome could be pointed out, did we know
the history in greater detail; for instance, Bede
tells us incidentally that in a great fire at Canter-
bury, in 619, ‘‘the church of the Four Crowned
“ Martyrs” was in the centre of the conflagration,
and was destroved. This is another characteristi-
cally Roman dedication.®

Other missionaries also would dedicate their
churches to saints they had been accustomed to
honour at home, and St. Peter appears to have been
thought specially suitable in the early foundations.
St. Paulinus dedicated his first church at York to
St. Peter, and York Minster still bears the same
name, and its archbishops show the cross keys on
their arms.® The cathedrals of Winchester and
Worcester were dedicated to him, and the great
abbey of Peterborough was founded to be a repre-
sentation of Rome in the Midlands.*® In the

6 Bede H.E., i, 33. The late Fr. Morris pointed out the meaning of
the Canterbury dedications.
Bede, 3. By forming at Westminster the monastery of St. Peter,
the usual Roman association of the two great Apostles was preserved.
Bede,
Bede, 14.

A.S. Chron., 657.
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Archdeaconry of Chester some of the very oldest
of the parish churches have this dedication.
In Chester itself the tradition was that the
original church was dedicated to St. Peter and
St. Paul. now represented by St. Peter’s in the
centre of the citv; Prestbury is another. and
Bolton is a third. Ormskirk, however, St. Peter
and St. Paul, is said to be later than the
Norman Conquest. The church of St. Peter at
Plemstall, near Chester, goes back to the little
oratory constructed on a dry spot or ‘“holme”
among the marshes of the Gowy, bv St. Plegmund,
in the middle of the ninth century. There he | pray ed
and studied and did penance, till King Alfred heard
of him and promoted him, and at last he became
Archbishop of Canterbury o

In the storv of St. Wilfrid we have turther evi-
dence as to the early dedications of churches. As
might have been expected from so zealous a cham-
pion of the usages of Rome, his first monastery (at
Ripon) was dedicated to St. Peter ; but two others,
at Hexham and at Oundle, to St. Andrew. This
recalls an incident of his first visit to Rome, with
St. Benedict Biscop, when he was a youth of
eighteen. While there, we are told, he prayed fer-
ventlv in the chapel of St. Andrew—perhaps in the
very monastery from which St. Augustine and his
companions had come forth thdt he might have
the gift of eloquence to spread the Gospel among
his countn men. On his last journey from Rome
when neall\ seventy years of age, he fell ill at
Meaux, and in a vision St. Michael appeared to
him. reproving him because, though he had built
churches of St. Peter and St. Andrew, he had not
vet dedicated one to St. Marv. I’elhaps we mav
be allowed to ‘‘ rationalise’ this story so far as to

i1 Plegmund died August 2, 923. (4. S. Chron. )
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suppose that the archangel’s rebuke was merely St.
Wilfrid's own thought put clearly before him. He
returned to England, and on being restored to his
bishopric at Hexham. built St. Mary’s Church. now
long since ruined. near the abbev; he also built in
the town churches of St. Peter and St. Michael.

It may be remarked inctdentally that St. Mary
and St. Peter trequently go together. They were
anciently the patrons of this country, and honoured
and invoked accordinglv. Thus, locally, we have
St. Peter’'s at Prestburv and St. Marv’s at Stock-
port. the two original churches, probably, of their
hundred ; St. Marv’s at Manchester and St. Peter’s
at Bolton ; and likewise St. Mary’s at Astbury, with
St. Peter’s as its principal chapel at Concrleton
St. Mary’s at Whallev with St. Peter’s at Burnlev.

Returnmor from this digression. it has been
shown that in the cases of St. Augustine and his
companions, and St. Wilfrid, positive and direct
statements enable us to find the reasons for parti-
cular dedications. The mention of St. Wilfrid
mav introduce another reason of much historical
interest, viz., that church dedications often preserve
the sites of the labours of the early missionaries.
To St. Wilfrid himself are dedicated the churches
of Northenden, Mobberley, Grappenhall, and Da-
venham in Cheshire, and Standish in LLancashire,
as well as those of Preston, Ribchester, and Halton
beyond the Ribble. As we know that he spent
much time in missicnary journeys in Northumbria
and Mercia—he was always a welcome visitor in
central England—it i1s not too much to suppose
that some at least of these churches are memorials
of his labours. The Cheshire ones, in particular,
form a groun suggesting some such origin.

St. Chad was another zealous missionary, and
some of his pleachmd stations mayv, in like manner,
be commemorated by the churches now dedicated
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to him. In his case, however, we have to remember
that he was bishop ot Lichfield, and regarded as
patron of the diocese; thus, it is not remarkable
that the churches of Farndon and Wvbunbury were
dedicated to him, for these stood on episcopal
manors. This explanation will not answer in other
cases, as at Hanmer (now 1 Flintshire) and
Over and Rochdale ; and beside these there are the
chapels at Chadwick in Tushingham, Chadkirk
near Stockport. and Kirkby near Liverpool, all of
them, it would appear, ancient. It may be added
that there are but few churches dedicated to St.
Chad outside his ancient diocese. This is curiously
prominent in such counties as Shropshire and War-
wickshire, half of each being in Lichfield ; in the
Lichfield halt of Shropshire there are seven St.
Chads and none in the Hereford half, while in
Warwickshire the Lichfield part has three and the
Worcester part none. Lincolushire has three such
dedications, but neither Leicestershire nor North-
dmptomhue has even one, though these counties,
like I.incolnshire, were 0110mdll' in the Mercian
diocese.  On becomlmr its bishop, therefore, it
seems probable that he found most work in the
west, and there accordinglv his memorials are more
numerous. He was bishop of Lichfield tor three
vears only, 669-672.

To prove that 1t is not a mere fancy to suppose
that in many of these cases the dedication of the
church commemorates some 1incident in the lite ot
the patron saints, the case of St. Oswald's church,
near the Roman wall in Northumberland. may be
mentioned. Here the noble king knelt to pray for
victory, on the morning of the great battle with
Cadwallon 1n 634, beside the cross which he had
reared up as a signal ot his faith. ‘ Hither the
‘“ brothers of the church ot Hexham yearly repair,”
says Bede, nearly a century later, ‘“on the day
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“ before that on which King Oswald was afterwards
““glain, to watch there tor the health of his soul,
‘““and, having sung many psalms, to offer for him
“in the morning the sacrifice of the holy oblation.
*“ And since that good custom has spread they have
*“lately built and consecrated a church there,which
“ has attached additional sanctity and honour to
“that place.””** There are also other cases, such
as Felixstow and Bury St. Edmunds, where the
name of the place is derived {from some saint who
lived or died there. or whose relics were reverently
preserved therein. Inthe same way the biographer
of St. Etheldreda relates that some of the places at
which she halted on her way from Northumbria to
Ely were marked by churches afterwards called by
her name, as at West Halton near Winteringham
and ** Etheldreda’s stow;” the latter place is not
identified, but may be at Histon, near Cambridge.
Many of the churches in the north dedicated to St.
Cuthbert are supposed likewise to have been the
temporary resting-places of the body as the monks
carried 1t across the country, to avoid the Danish
invasion, before 1t found rest in Durham (1004).
St. Werburgh's at Chester is another case close at
hand.

It would be interesting to establish some such
link connecting the O’IC'lt churches of St. Oswald
n this part of E 11<f1and—vOswest1\ (where he was

slain), Malpas, (,hestet, and Winwick. It is easy
to imagine that these were resting-places of his
relics, as thev were transported to Bamboxoudh or
to Baxdne\ and the chapel of Nether Peovel
though latex, would assist in tracing the route ; but
Brereton, further south, and Hinstock in Shrop-
shire, cannot be brought into such a scheme, and
tradition, which usually magnifies the antiquity of

1z Bede H. E ., iii, 2.
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a building, does not carry the Chester dedication
to St. Oswald turther back than to Ethelfleda. the
“Lady of Mercia.” Such a dedication would be
most appropriate in her case, for she it was who
took pains to preserve his body from desecration
by removing 1t from Lincolnshire to Gloucester,
founding there a college of canons similar to that
which she established in Chester near the bodv of
St. Werburgh.

Yet another reason mav be assigned tor certain
dedications— national preference—as in the case of
the Santiagoes founded bv the Spaniards in the
New World. A writer in Notes and Queries has
latelv called attention to the churches ot St. Cle-
ment, which he believes to be due to the Danes.
He points out that one of the London churches so
dedicated is distinguished as St. Clement Danes,
and that many others are at seaside places where
the Danes settled, as at Hastings, Sandwich, Skeg-
ness, and other places in Lincolnshire.”

What may be called affiliation supplies a further
reason tor certain dedications. When a new parish
was carved out ot an old one, the new church seems
otten to have taken the same patron as the mother
church. Thus Backford, near Chester, is dedicated
to St. Oswald, like the old parish; North Meols
and Halsall both to St. Cuthbert. This may also
explain why both Frodsham and Stoke in Wirral
were dedicated to St. Lawrence. The latter parish,
no doubt, was taken from Bromborough, and
always independent of Frodsham ecclesiastically ;
but both Frodsham and Eastham were manors ot
the Earls of Mercia, so that the same religious
teachers may have worked in both places, and the
churches may have been built originally by the
same benefactor.

13 There is an ancient chapel of St. Clement at Chorlton, in the parish
of Manchester.
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These cases, then, in which we know something
of the history of the churches, and can assign
reasons for their dedications without simple guess-
ing, may be classified thus :—(1) Popular devotion;
(2) Reminiscence ; (3) Commemoration of the
dwelling places or reliquaries of the saints; (4) Na-
tional pleference and (5) Affiliation. "There is
another reason, a somewhat doubtful one, which
may have had an influence on the dedication of a
church in certain cases: that i1s, a similarity of
names, such as exists in Cheshire with St. Werburgh
at Warburton, St. Swithin at Swettenham, St.
Michael at Macclesfield, St. Boniface at Bunbury,
and St. Bertholin at Barthomley. Here 1t is not
always easy to determine whether the place-name
is older than the dedication or not. In the case of
Barthomley it is quite likely that the place takes its
name from St. Bertholin, a companion of St. Guth-
lac at Croyland, who was reverenced (for some
reason unknown to us) at Stafford, as patron of the
town, and elsewhere in the county; it is possible
that he was a native of the district. If Barthomlev
does take its name from St. Bertholin, the church
will no doubt be of very ancient foundation, going
back to the beginning of the eighth century. In
this case, however, Bertholin may be merelv a
diminutive or corruption of Bartholomew. DBun-
burv may very well have derived its name from
St. Bonitace. The apostle of Germany, though a
south-countryman, was well known in Mercia, and
there 1s still extant his letter of remonstrance to
King Ethelbald, when prosperity had had an. evil
effect on the king, and he and his nobles had lapsed
into gross vice. ‘The martyrdom of St. Bonitace
at Dokkum in North Friesland, in 754, was hailed
with great enthusiasm in England and the festival
began to be observed at once.™ It is even possible

14 Before the death of Archbishop Cuthbert, in 758.
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that Ethelbald himself, betore his murder in the
tfollowing vear (755), had been able to build a church
to the memory of the saint, and the township which
would grow up around it took the name ot Bunburv.
It is singular that another church of the same dedi-
cation should also have bestowed a name upon the
place where it stood—Bonchurch, in the Isle of
Wight. In the other cases mentioned nothing can
be proved, but it seems more probable that names
like Macclesfield and Swettennam should suggest
the saints to whom their churches are dedicated,
than vice versa ; indeed, the dedication of the latter
church to St. Swithin may be a modern fancv, for
in 1845 the editor of Bishop Gastrell's Notitia gives
“ Patron saint unknown.” % It is not known that
St. Werburgh had anvthing to do with Warburton,
nor even the canons and monks of Chester ; cmd
the chapel or church there 1s not supposed to be
older than the time of Henrv II. when 1its priory of
St. Werburgh was founded, whereas the name of
the township goes back to pre-Norman times.
These more general remarks having been offered
tor consideration, some of the rarer dedications
occurring in the Archdeaconrv mav next be noticed.
The church of St. Olave, at Chester, tells us of the
Norse colonies at Dublin and in the Isle of Man in
the tenth and eleventh centuries. Chester had
considerable trade with Dublin, and just as there
are now English mercantile colonies in the distant
foreign ports with which we trade, so the Dublin
Norsemen would have their little colony in Chester,
near the quay where the ships discharged, and there
they built their church, dedicating 1t to the king
who lost his life throucrh trying to establish Christi-
anity among his people in Norway (1030). The

The name of the ; on a
clearing made by f St. |
anciently the church was All ¢



Amncient Church Dedications.

church at Shocklach is dedicated to St. Edith.
According to Fr. Stanton,™ there were at least
three saints of this name—of Wilton, Tamworth,
and Polesworth. The Cheshire dedication 1s no
doubt to one ot the last two, both belonging to the
diocese. Edith of Tamworth was a daughter of
Edward the elder (go1-925), and widow of Sithric
of Northumbria. and her date accordingly may be
given as the middle of the tenth century. She may
have had a local cultus only, but Edith of Poles-
worth was well known ; she was a daughter of
Lgbert. the first king of all England, and the date
of her death is given as 836. St. Alban’s, at Tat-
tenhall, may very well go back to the time when
King Offa restored the monastery of St. Albans
793) tradition affirms that this king built churches
n Chestel, and Tattenhall is sufﬁmentl) near to be
included.

The churches of St. Bridget at Chester and
West Kirby probably indicate a Welsh influence.
At Chester her church 1s at the old gate of the road
leading into Wales, and West I\ub\ from its situa-
tion must have remained Welsh till a comparatively
late period. St. Bride is a dedication not uncom-
mon in Wales and other places where Celtic
influences are strong ; there are, for example, five
of her churches in Cumberland.” The presence
of a St. Hilary’s at Wallasey comes in support of
this argument, for this, too, suggests Celtic influ-
ences, either Welsh or Irish. One of the deriva-
tions adduced for the place-name is ‘* Welshmen’s
“Isle,” and its 1solated position makes it highly
probable that its old British inhabitants would not
be disturbed till after the rest of Cheshire had fallen
under English rule. The date of this conquest 1s

16 Menology, July 15, and note

17 Two in Denbighshire, one each in Montgomery and Merioneth ; and
several others in South Wales
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comparativelv late ; the West Saxons, coming from
the soutl, Denettated as far as Nantwich in 584
—that is, it we may assume the Feathanleag of
the Chronicle to be Faddiley, a doubtful pomt—dnd
about thirty vears later Ethelfrid of Northumbria
came down from the north and took possession of
the district along the Dee, after he had overwhelmed
the Britons at the battle near Chester, in which the
monks of Bangor were slain. There is another
church of St. Hllan close to our district, at Erbi-
stock ; and others in South Wales and Cornwall—
all Celtic localities ; also at Spridlington 1n Lin-
colnshire, where the combination of Hilary and
Albinus points to Norman or Angevin influences.™
It has just been stated that the English conquest
of Cheshire and its surroundings was effected from
the south bv the West Saxons, and from the north
by the Northumbrians; both alike in a short time
vielded to the Mercians, whose power began under
I\mcr Penda (626-655). Northumbrian yule would
last until the death of Oswald in 641, but North-
umbrian fluence probably much longer, and to this
may be due the churches of St. Helen at Neston,
Tarporley, and Sefton. The notion that St. Helen
was a British princess must be given up ; she was
an Asiatic, and did not become a Christian till her
son Constantine was emperor (¢ 314). Then she
applied herself with great zeal to restore the
sacred places in Pale%tme becoming famous by her
discovery of the Cross. It would thus be verv
interesting 1f we could connect the dedication to
the Holv Cross at Woodchurch with the neighbour-
ing one to St. Helen at Neston. In manv cases
St. Helen and the Cross go together in a manner
which seems deliberately adopted, as if the two

18 St Hilary of Poictiers, d. 368 ; St. Albinus of Angers, d. 549. In
Scotland, there are churches of St. Hilary at Drumblade in Aberdeen-
shire, and at Fetter and North Yell in Shetland.
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were so assoclated in the popular imagination that
the one mmmediately suggested the other. Thus
St. Helen’s at Tarporley had a chapel or hermitage
of the Holv Rood and St. Leonard close bv; if
there is a St. Helen’s at Witton, the manor 1s
known as Witton and le Crosse ; St. Helen’s parish
at Sefton has Crosby as a constituent township,
and the chapel of Holy Rood (or St. Thomas) at
Melling in the next parish. The city of York con-
tamns or contained both a St. Helen’s and a Holy
Cross. But it does not seem that this argument
applies in all cases; for example, there are five
St. Helens in Leicestershire and only one Holy
Cross, and the same in Derbyshire, while in Lin-
colnshire there are twenty-seven St. Helens to five
Holy Crosses.® The church at Woodchurch may
have derived its dedication from some cross specially
reverenced in the district; there is a Cross Hill in
Thingwall, and as the name of the township proves
that it was a tribal meeting-place, the. cross there
set up mav have suggested the church dedication
at Woodchurch, and even that at Neston.

If St. Helen shows Northumbrian influences,
St. Barnabas at Bromborough may point to West
Saxon, for the few other churches with this dedi-
cation are all in Saxon as distinct from Anglian
districts—two in Essex, one each in Berkshire,
Somerset, Devon, and Herefordshire ; there 1s also
a St. Nicholas and St. Barnabas at Burmington,
in Warwickshire. Mayv not St. Birin, the apostle
of the West Saxons, have had a special reverence
for St. Barnabas as his name-saint, or may not

:9 For St. Helen see Stanton’s Menology, Aug, 18. There was a Holy
Cross foundation in St. John’s, Chester, without any corresponding St.
Helen, and a St. Helen’s at Thornton-le-Moors without any Holy Cross.
The Tarleton chapel of St. Helen is in the parish of Croston, but St.
Helen's in Windle (now a borough) stands alone. At Warrington St.
Elphin seems to have been corrupted into Helen, and this may not be a
solitary case.

E
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Barnabas, in some of these cases, be a mistake for
Birin ?

In South I.ancashire, St. Cuthbert’s at Halsall is
probably due to the Northumbrian influence already
spoken of, while St. Elphin’s at Warrington seems,
like St. Hllary s at Wallasey, a distinct survival of
the still earlier British occupation. It does not
appear that anything is known of this saint. Some
suppose him to be a sixth centurv Welsh saint of
the college of Ilitvd in Glamorganshire ; others
think he must have been a missionary from Iona.
The name, however. appears to be British, for an
Elphin occurs in the legends of Geoftrey of Mon-
mouth.® Taking the archdeaconry as a whole, the
supposition that he was a Briton will not appear
extravagant, for at Worthenbury and Hawarden
the churches are dedicated to St. Ddeiniol, a dis-
tinctly Welsh saint, yet the place-names here are
as English as Warnncrton so that in the latter
place also the old church dedication may have sur-
vived the English conquest.

The more common dedications to St. Michael
and St. Martin deserve notice. They are usually
ancient ; indeed some of the most ancient dedi-
cations in the country are to St. Martin, as at
Canterbury. There are but two St. Martins in our
limits : at Ashton-on-Mersey, just where the old
Roman road from Manchester to Chester crosses
the river, and at Chester itself: it is curious that
one should be at Ashton and the other be called
St. Martin’s by the Ash. The dedications to St.
Michael are more numerous, and that at Chester
has a special interest. 1t is situated on what Mr.
Thompson Watkin points out as the line of the old

20 Miss Arnold-Forster, in her recent Studies in Church Dedications (ii,
182, 551), is not able to give any definite opinion. The suggestion that
Elfin may be a corruption of Elfwin, the brother of King Egirid, slain by
the Mercians in battle in 679, is difficult,
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south wall of the Roman citv; it must have been
placed just at one side of the south or river gate,
with St. Bridget’s at the other side, and St. \Ial-
tin's—a soldier saint—on the same line further on.
At Oxford. St. Michael’s church 1s similarlv situated
on the city wall, its tower standing at the north
gate and apparently forming a part of the defences.
The dedication of a church so placed cannot have
been accidental ; those who built it desired to have
the protection of this * Prince of the heavenly host”
for their dwelling-places. In London, just within
Ludgate, 1s a St. Martin’s. At (,amtelbul\ one of
the six gates (the Burgate, on the east) was called
St. Michael’ s, from a church standing close by it ;

another (the Northgate) was a passage under the
church of St. Mary; and a third (the Westgate)
had the church of the Holy Cross built overit. The
Westgate 1s still standing, but the church has been
re-built close by. Chester, therefore, would not be
at all peculiar in fortifving itself, not onlv with walls
and gates, but with chu1chcs whose patron saints
mlght be invoked to defend them. It is possible
that >t. Michael’s at Shotwick has a similar origin;
it may be noticed also that the chapels in the castles
of Shrewsbury and Clitheroe were dedicated to St.
Michael, and the castie of San Angelo at Rome is
a further conspicuous instance.

Having thus reviewed the more interesting dedi-
cations ot the old archdeaconry, some general
statistics mav be added. Out of ninety-four ancient
parish dedications in Cheshire, twentv three are to
St. Marv, six to St. Peter. ﬁve each to All Saints,
St. Bcutholomew, St. Michael, St. Oswald, and

James. and four to St. Wilirid. In one
respect Cheshire ranges itselt beside Shropshire,
Staffordshire, and other counties (e.g., Buckingham)
where the dedications to St. Mary are very greatly
in excess of those to All Saints and St. Peter; in

E 2



36 Ancient Church Dedications.

Lincolnshire, on the other hand, the old dedications
add up to St. Mary sixtv-four, All Saints ninety-
seven, St. Peter fitty-nine ; and something like this
1s seen also in De1b} shne, the West Rldmg, and
Nottinghamshire, though in the latter case the
figures are more even. From this contrast it is
natural to conclude that the ecclesiastical influences
in Cheshire—at least about the age of the multipli-
cation of its parishes—were southern rather than
northern. The disproportion goes back bevond the
Norman Conquest, for of the twenty-six churches
mentioned or implied 1n Domesday Book, nine are
dedicated to St. Marv and two to All Saints. In
South Lancashire the case stands thus:—Out of
thirty-five parish dedications, St. Mary has twelve
(including Whalley), All Saints two, and St. Peter
one, or two 1if Ormskirk be added. An extraordi-
narv feature of this portion of the field is the group
of ancient chapelries round Blackburn dedicated
to St. Leonard. St. James has a large number of
the more recent chapels. The difficultv is that, in
many cases, the ancient dedications of chapels-of-
ease and detached charity chapels are not certainly
known. Chantry chapels, forming part of the
parish church building, are not here considered ;
the dedications of some of them are curious, as
that ot St. Anthonv at Wilmslow.

It would be highly important if church dedica-
tions could be used as a means of dating the
parishes, at least approximatelv. But this 1s usu-
ally beyond our power. In some cases a limit can
be fixed; for instance, a dedication to St. Olave
cannoet be dated before 1030, yet, as has been already
pointed out, in such cases the church itself may be
older than the dedication it now bears, a newer and
more popular one having replaced the original one
in general usage. The devotion to St. Marv 1s so
ancient and endunmr that no argument can be based
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on dedications to her: but St. Peter, St. Michael,
and St. Martin seem frequentlv to be ancient. St.
Bartholomew was specially revered bv St. Guthlac,
the famous Mercian hermit of the seventh and
eighth centuries, but it is doubtful if more than one
or two of the local churches dedicated to him are
very ancient—Runcorn, Wilmslow, Church Min-
shull, Barrow, and Thurstaston in Cheshire, and
Radcliffe in Lancashire. The dedications to St.
Wilfrid, St. Chad, St. Bertholin. and St. Boniface,
as was argued above, mav in some or most cases go
back to the age of those saints, and those of St.
Bridget, St. Hilary. and St. Elphin mayv even pre-
cede English Christianity and take us into the sixth
century, betore the British tribes in this remote part
of the1sland had been disturbed by the invaders, and
while St. Kentigern and St. Asaph were encracred
in restoring or preserving the Christian faith among
the older populatlon

The festival of All Saints, according to Fr. Stan-
ton,* had not extended itself before the visit of Pope
Gregory IV to France, in 837. This is the period
of the Danish invasion of our island, a period when
many churches were destroyed and tew built, so
that the numerous All Saints’ churches in England
must be referred to a period later than this, \vhen
those who had ruthlessly destroyed churches and
monasteries became Christians, and had settled
down peaceablv beside the older possessors of the
soil.  Holy Trinity is a still later dedication ; the
single ancient pau%h church 1n the dxchdeacom)
bealmg this dedication is that in Chester, and the
earliest mention* of this is later than the time of
St. Thomas of Canterbury, who is said to have

Menology, p. 678. The principal churches in this district so dedicated
are all in Domesday Book-—Great Budworth, Childwall, and Wigan.

22 ** Before 1188, Ormerod's Cheshive, 1, 327. The earliest mention
of a festival of the Holy Trinity is at Liege, about the year g1o.
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been the first to establish the regular celebration of
the festival of the Trinity on the day on which it
is still kept, the octave of Whit Sunday.

Another dedication, which mav be later than the
Conquest, 1s that of St. James—it does not appear
which of the two apostles is intended. There are
seven of them in Cheshire ——Audlem, Ince, Christle-
ton, Taxal, and Gawsworth, and the chapelries of
Marton and Woodhead 1n Tintwisle—the last
named 1s only of the fifteenth century; and in
Lancashire onlv one parish, and that of late for-
mation, viz., Brindle; but, as mentioned above, a
large number of the later chapelries in East Lan-
cashire are dedicated to St. James. In the case of
Cheshire it is noticeable that five —Ince. Christleton,
Taxal,® and Gawsworth, and Marton chapel,* were
all connected with St. Werburgh’s at Chester, and
the first four were not formed into parishes till after
the Conquest, so that their dedications must be due
to the monks. There was also a chapel of St.
James by St. John’s, Chester, and Birkenhead
priorv, founded about 1150, was dedicated to him.

On the whole, a review of the church dedications
of the district shows that our forefathers were very
““ old-tashioned ” 1n their dedications. Even the
chapelries and more recent parishes, prior to the
sixteenth century, show little desire to honour saints
who had become popular elsewhere. The following
are instances :

The famous St. Thomas of Canterburv had 1n
Cheshire only a small chapel outside the North-
gate at Chester and a hospital at Spital in Wirral,
both now things ot the past; in Lancashire the
churches of Upholland and Ashton-in-Makerfield,
unless indeed the latter 1s St. Thomas the apostle.

23 Taxal is called St. Leonard's in 1547 ; Helsby's Ormerod, iii, 782 note.

24 Called St. Paul's, Ormerod, iii, 726.
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St. Mary Magdalene, elsewhere popular, had no
church or chapel in Cheshire,” and only the chapel
of Clitheroe in Lancashire.

St. Catherine 1s represented only by chantry
chapels at Lydiate and Blackrod.

St. Anne had a confraternity and chapel con-
nected with St. John’s at Chester, and a chapel at
Nantwich.

St. Giles had a hospital in Boughton, just out-
side the eastern suburb of Chester; but it has now
disappeared.

St. Nicholas had the parish church of Burton in
Wirral, and chapels at Chester and Nantwich ; and
in Lancashire the chapels at Liverpool and New-
church in Rossendale.®® He was the patron of
mariners, and the dedication at ILiverpool is no
doubt due to that, and perhaps the Burton dedica-
tion also.

It 1s possible that the people were too much out
of the way to be influenced by the emotions of the
times. Even in political matters they do not seem
to have taken much part till the fourteenth and
fifteenth century, the age ot Sir Hugh de Calveley
and the Wars of the Roses. The country was no
doubt poor, and the population very scanty ; they
had no great leaders and produced no saints. Hence
their comparative backwardness. Hence, also, the
importance of their testimony to the devotions and
popular customs of times long past. They changed
but little, so that if we could get a good picture of
Cheshire 1n the early part of the fourteenth century,
we might be able to judge better what was the con-
dition of the more progressive parts of England in
times long anterior to that.

25 A side altar in the south transept of St. Werburgh's (i e., St. Oswald’s
parish church), was so dedicated.

26 According to Gastrell, the dedication here was Holy Trinity.
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LIST OF CHURCH DEDICATIONS.

Taken from Bp. Gastrell's  Notitia Cestriensis,” (1714-25 ), edited
for the Chetham Society by Canon F. R. Raines (1845-50.)

a, Ancient parish churches ; b, Subordinate churches which
had become parochial ; ¢, Chapelries, etc.

* Church mentioned or implied in Domesday Book : the only Cheshire
dedications it specially gives are - St. Werburgh, St. Peter, and St. John
at Chester ; in Lancashire it names St. Mary at Manchester, Blackburn,
and Whalley, St Michael at Ashton-under-Lyne, St. Oswald at Winwick,
and St. Elphin at Warrington.

1 Where the dedication is given by the editor of Gastrell as ‘* unknown,"’
the patron assigned to the church in the current gazetteers is added within
parenthesis ; some of them may be the ancient patrons.

CHESHIRE,

Holy Trinity ...a, Chester. ¢, Capesthorne (new in 1722).
Holy Cross ......a, “Woodchurch. ¢, Tarporley (hermitage,
destroyed) ; St. John’s, Chester (?).

1, “Acton, *Astbury, *Bowdon, Cheadle,
Chester, Coddington, Doddleston, Ec-
cleston, *Lymm, Neston (SS. Mary and
Helen), Pulford, “Rostherne, *Sandbach,
Stockport, Tilston, *Weaverham, Over-
ton-on-Dee ; *Thornton-le-Moors and
Overchurch doubtful.

, Alderley (?), Eastham, Nantwich, White-
gate, Wistaston. ¢, Birkenhead (ex.-par.),
Alvanley (?), Bruera (Church-on-Heath),
Disley. Halton, Poynton, Goostrey (? St.
Luke), also Norton (?), Arley Park (in
Great Budworth), Cattenhall (Frods-
ham), chapels in St. Werburgh’s and
St. John’s, Chester, and elsewhere.

Alban ... ........ a, Tattenhall.

All Saints......... a, “Great Budworth, Handley. &, Harthill,
Church Lawton. ¢, "Daresbury, Thel-
wall (? domestic), Ringhey (in Bowdon),
Marple, Siddington, and Macclesfield
(ancient).

Andrew............ a, “Bebington, Tarvin. ¢, Denwall (hospital).

w
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=
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Anne............... c,

Barnabas ...... ..a,
Bartholomew ...a,

Bertholin ......... a,
Boniface ......... a,
Bridget ............q,
Chad............... a,

2
Ddeiniol ...... .a,
Dinawd............q,
Edith...............«q,
George .ocevnnn.... ¢y
Giles .ooviiinin. c,
Helen a,

2
Hilary ............ a,
Hildeburgh ...... c,
James ... a,

John Baptist...... a,

Lawrence......... a,

2
Leonard ......... a,

c,
Luke...............c,
Margaret ......... c,
Martin ............ a,
Matthew ......... s
Michael............ a,

St. John’s, Chester (destroyed), Nantwich
(by the bridge).

*Bromborough.

“Runcorn (or SS. Maryand Bartholomew),
Thurstaston, Wilmslow. b, Barrow,
Church Minshull.

*Barthomley.

*Bunbury.

Chester, West Kirby.

Farndon, *Hanmer, Over, *\Wybunbury.

Chadkirk (in Romiley), Tushingham (Chad-
wick), Chester (in Holy Trin. destroyed).

“Hawarden, Worthenbury.

Bangor-on-Dee.

Shocklach.

Chester (in St DBridget's- parish; guild
chapel ; destroyed).

Spital Boughton (Chester; hospital ; des-
troyed).

Tarporley, *Thornton-le-Moors (? St. Mary),
*Neston (SS. Mary and Helen),

Witton (Northwich).

Wallasey.

Hilbre (?).

Audlem, Ince. b, Christleton, Gawsworth,
Taxal (?) ¢, Chester, St. John's (des-
troyed), Marton (?), Woodhead ; also
Birkenhead Priory.

Aldford, “Chester, Guilden Sutton (?).
Chester (Little St. John’s, hospital), Nether
Knutsford, High Legh (West Hall ?

*Frodsham, Stoke.

Perhaps b, Alderley, should be added.

Over Peover, Nantwich (hospital).

Warmingham. b, Taxal (? St. James).

Tarporley (Holy Cross and St. Leonard.
hermitage).

Goostrey (? St. Mary), Church Hulme.

Wrenbury.

Chester. b, Ashton-on-Mersey.

Haslington.

Chester, Baddiley, *Middlewich, Mottram-
in-Longdendale, Shotwick.

Coppenhall, Marbury (from Whitchurch
parish). ¢, Macclesfield (modern), Har-
grave in Tarvin (?).
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Nicholas ......... a, “Burton (Wirral). ¢, Chester (in St. Os-
wald’s), Nantwich (hospital).

Olave... . .........a, Chester,

Oswald ............a, *Chester, Backford, Malpas; doubtful,
Bidston. b, Brereton ¢, Nether Peover.

Paul ...............e, Marton (? St. James).

Peter...............a, *Chester, Plemstall, Prestbury, Waverton;

doubtful, Heswall,
b, Little Budworth (? St. Mary).
¢, Congleton, Aston in Runcorn (?), Har-
grave in Tarvin (? St. Michael).
Swithin............ b, Swettenham (? modern).
Thomas Apostle. ¢, Chester (within St. Werburgh'’s precinct).
Thomas of Canterbury. ¢, Chester (in St. Peter’s,outside North-
gate), Spital (in Bebington) ; both

destroyed.
Ursula ............c, Chester (confraternity ; chapel doubtful).
Werburgh ... a, "Chester, ¢, Warburton.
Wilfrid ............ a, *Davenham, Grappenhall, Mobberley,
*Northenden.
Unknownt ......a, Guilden Sutton (? St. John Baptist), Bid-

ston (? St. Oswald), Heswall (? St. Peter),
Overchurch (? St. Mary).

b, Swettenham (? St. Swithin).

¢, Adlington (dom. chapel), Alvanley (St
Mary, Lewis), Bosley (? St. Mary),
Boughton (destroyed), Burleydam (? Mi-
chael), Chapel in the Forest, Chelford,
Cholmondeley ( ? domestic), Congleton
(chapel by the Bridge), Duckinfield
(? domestic), Hilbre (? Hildeburgh),
Little Leigh (Michael), Moreton (in
Bidston ; destroyed), ‘Nether Tabley
(destroyed), Nether Whitley, Newton (in
Prestbury; ruined), Norbury(Thomas),
Over Knutsford (taken down), Over
Tabley (desecrated, 1722), Poosey (in
Runcorn ; ruined), Pott Shrigley, Poul-
ton (in Pulford ; destroyed), Somerford
(new in 1722), Stretton (ruined in 1722),
Wettenhall (David), Wervin (destroyed),
Whitewell (in Malpas, but over the bor-
der of the county), Wincle (Michael),
Woodhey (domestic).
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Holy Trinity ...b,

Christ Church ...c,
Holy Rood .. ...c,
St. Mary ... . ..a,

All Saints......... a,
c’
Andrew a,

Anne...... .. ...,
Bartholomew ...a

Catherine ...... . ¢,

Clement ¢,
Chad . a,
Cuthbert a,
Elphin ......... .. a,
Helen ..... ... a,

2
James ..b,

John (? Baptist)..c,
John Baptist c

Leonard a,

A
Lawrence . c,
Luke c,

Mary Magdalene.c,
Matthew ¢,
Michael a,

Cy

SOUTH LANCASHIRE

Warrington (1709).

Horwich, Salford (1634), Ringley (1634),
Shaw, Littleborough, Todmorden, New-
church in Rossendale (?).

Walmisley (?), Cockey (in Ainsworth).

Melling ? St. Thomas).

“Manchester (old dedication), *Blackburn,
Bury, Eccles, Leigh, Prescot, Prestwich,
Walton-on-the-Hill, *Whalley (old).

Dean, Eccleston, Penwortham, Liverpool
{SS. Mary and Nicholas). ¢, Oldham,
West Houghton (?), Hale, Sankey (c. 1640),
West Derby, Rufford, Newchurch-in-
Pendle, Goodshaw (St. Mary and All
Saints), Douglas (Parbold).

*Childwall, *Wigan, Whalley (later).

Newton (Manchester), and Goodshaw.

*Leyland.

Manchester (1712).

Radcliffe. ¢, Turton (Bolton), Colne, Great
IHarwood, West Houghton(?), Whitworth.

Blackrod, Lydiate (chantry).

Chorlton.

Rochdale. ¢, Saddleworth, Kirkby.

Halsall. b, North Meols.

“Warrington (later, St. Helen).

Sefton

Windle (St. Helens), Tarleton (old).

Brindle. ¢, Accrington, Altham, Ashworth,
Birch, Church, Darwen, Denton (1531),
Gorton, Haslingden, Milnrow, Tarleton
(1720)

Didsbury, Lathom.

Chowbent (1645).

Middleton.

Balderston, Downham, Padiham, Samles-
bury, Walton-in-the-Dale (or Lowe).

Chorley.

Heywood (?), Great Crosby (modern)

Clitheroe.

Stretford.

Aughton, Croston, Huyton. &, Altcar,
*Ashton-under-Lyne, Flixton, Hoole.

Clitheroe Castle, Garston, Great Crosby
(old).
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Nicholas ......... ¢, Liverpool (SS5. Mary and Nicholas), New-
church in Rossendale (? Holy Trinity).

Oswald ........... a4, *Winwick.

Peter........ ......a, Bolton. b, Liverpool (1700). ¢, Blakeley
(in Manchester), Barkley, Newton-in-
Makerfield.

Peter and Paul...q, Ormskirk.

Stephen............ ¢, Astley (1631), Tockholes (in Blackburn).

Thomas of Canterbury. ¢. Upholland (1310}, Ashton-in-Maker-
field (? St. Thomas, Apostle).
Wilfrid ... ..... g, Standish. ¢, Farnworth (in Prescot).

Unknown+ (all chapelries).—Beconsall, Billinge, Bradshaw
(Maxentius), Burtonwood (Michael), Coppul (no patron),
Euxton, Formby (Peter), Edenfield, Ellenbrook, Holme
in Burnley (John), Heapey (Barnabas), Holcombe (Em-
manuel), Hollinfare (Helen), Hindley (All Saints), Lango
(Leonard), Longton (Andrew), Marsden (John), Maghull
(Andrew), Newchurch or Culcheth, Rivington (Holy
Trinity), Rainford (All Saints), Toxteth-park, Whitwell
in Bolland.



