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THE LEGEND OF ST. KATHERINE.
By the Reverend Edward Powell.

Read 22nd Februury, 1894.

INTRODUCTION.

N bringing before this Society the legend of
St. Katherine, I may premise, that the Catholic
Church does not bind her subjects to believe in
any particular miracle, nor in the historical
statements made in the Breviary. We receive the
lessons of the second Nocturn of the Divine
Office, in which a succinct history of the saint of
that day is given, with respect, on account of the
learning and great care employed ; but we are
perfectly allowed to accept or reject them, if, after
mature study, we think them untenable. From
the times of the Apostles, the faithful met for
prayer and for the recitation of the Psalms; and
when St. Jerome published his more accurate
translation of the Holy Scriptures, though the
other books were at once accepted, yet the book
of Psalms, which many knew by heart, was kept
in the older and more familiar form. In the
earliest centuries of the Christian era, St. Athana-
sius, St. Clement of Alexandria, and Tertullian
mention, that the observance of certain hours of
prayer was general. It was probably St. Jerome,
by the command of Pope Damasus (died 366),
who arranged the division of the scriptures and
lessons in better order. In the time of St. Pius V
(1566), the Breviary was arranged as now. It
was slightly revised under Clement VIII, in 1592,
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with Bellarmine and Baronius on the commission ;
and, finally, under Urban VIII, in 1623.

The Menalogium Basilianum, which is a chronicle
of the saints, compiled for the use of the Emperor
Basil I, who died in 886, gives the following
account :—

“ The martyr Aikaterina was the daughter of a rich and noble
chieftain of Alexandria. She was very beautiful, and being at
the same time highly talented, she devoted herself to Grecian
literature, and to the study of the languages of all nations, and
so hecame wise and learned. When it happened that the Greeks
held a festival in honour of their idols, seeing the slaughter of the
animals thereat, she was so greatly moved that she went to the
King Maximinus, and expostulated with him in these words:
“Why hast thou left the Living God to worship lifeless idols ?’
But the emperor caused her to be thrown into prison, and to be
punished severely. He then ordered fifty orators to be brought,
and bade them to reason with Aikaterina, and confute her;
threatening to burn them all, if they should fail to overpower her.
The orators, however, when they saw themselves vanquished,
received baptism, and were burnt forthwith. She, on the
contrary, was beheaded.”

Few, indeed, are the records of those early times ;
natural enough when we bear in mind the frightful
destruction of books in the East, caused by the
Turks especially. The Library of Alexandria was
said to contain 700,000 MSS., and after the city
was captured by Caliph Omar, in 640, the baths
were heated by them for six months, we are told.
Tradition 1s one of the strongest evidences of a
nation’s heroes; and it was with a feeling akin, that
peoples kept alive the memory of those who had
been victors over torture for their Lord’s sake.
Our own St. George excited the devotion he did,
mainly by the tradition of his victory over the
world and over torture ; and though he was mar-
tyred about 303, it was only at the end of the
twelfth century that he became known in England,
and in 1222 his festival ordered to be kept. The
tradition of little St. Hugh of Lincoln was kept
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alive from the year 1255 by a ballad, and it was
only in 1791 that a tomb with * Parvus S'tus Hugo"”
was discovered in the south aisle of Lincoln Cathe-
dral, exactly corroborating the tradition handed
dcwn.

Capgrave, in his Chron. of England, Ap., p. 339
(about 1480), gives as his authority for his poem
on St. Katheune that a priest called Arrick, for
many years parson at St. Pancras, London, out
of love and devotion to St. Katherine, went to
Greece and Cyprus; and strove for eighteen years
to learn the Grecian language, and to discover
all about St. Katherine. His labours were at
length rewarded by finding in Cyprus a book, that
had been hidden by Amylon Fitz Amarick, one
hundred years before. This book was written in
Greek by one Athanasius, who had been Katherine’s
teacher, but who was afterwards converted by her
to the Christian faith, and he was present at her
martyrdom. This Arrick translated the Greek life
into Latin; and, at his death, Capgrave wrote
from that narrative his poem on St. Katherine.
St. Katherine 1s also inscribed in the calendar of
the Church of England, and several churches and
institutions in London and elsewhere were dedicated
to her.

If we take into account, in addition to these
scanty gleanings from a time of which few works
survive, the learning and extreme care shown by
the various commissions appointed by the Holy See,
the authority of Baronius, Asseman, and Natalis
Alexander, I think we must deem it very pro-
bable that the chief events of her life, as narrated,
are based upon good authority.

LEGEND OF ST. KATHERINE.

When those lands that lay east of the Rhine
rose against subjection to Rome, and their peoples
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refused to pay tribute any more, Constantius Chlorus
(or the pale-faced) was sent unto them. It was
rather by his justice, and by his mild and gentle
ways, than by arms, that he subdued them. They
wished to have him as their king, and he married
the only daughter of their king, and by her he had
a son named Costus. But soon after the birth of
the boy, his wife died, to the great sorrow of that
nation that loved her much. But in the north-west,
Allectus, the pilot and commander of the Roman
fleet in those stormy seas, rose in rebellion, and
proclaimed himself Ceasar in Britain; and Con-
stantius was sent thither. He captured what is
now Boulogne, and took many ships. He passed
over the sea, and Allectus was slain in battle. The
people hailed him as deliverer, rather than as con-
queror. He won their hearts to love him ; and he
married Helena, by some said to be a daughter of
Coil, a king in Britain. Their son was Constantine
the Great, who delivered Rome from the tyranny
and cruelty of Maxentius.

Now Costus, the half-brother of Constantine,
grew up, and he married Sabellina, the only
daughter of the king of Cyprus. They had one
daughter, whom they named Katherine, and, it is
said, that the mother saw a glory of light shine
about the head of the child. Katherine, as she
grew up, minded not foolish things, but she loved
learning. When 15 years of age, she had drunk in
plentifully of the well of wisdom ; for she had read
Plato, and her favourite was Socrates; and from
these she began to know about her soul, and to sigh
after a doctrine more pure than that of heathenesse.
But then her father died, and the nobles and wise
men of the court did beseech her to choose unto
herself a husband, that might rule the people, and
be their leader in war. But Katherine loved
much her maidenhood, and hankered not after the
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love of man, nor after things of earth; and she
said in answer, that she would not be joined in wed-
lock to any man, unless he were her equal in riches,
and learning, and fair form. They and her mother
were grieved at this answer, for they knew not
where to seek for one, that should be such. DBut
the mother and daurrhtel came to Alexandria, and
there the mother heard that a very holy man dwelt
not far from the city in the desert, and his name
was Adrian. The mother besought her daughter
to go and take counsel from this holy hermit. To
him they went, and the mother told him that her
daughter would espouse none, save such as she had
described. This holy man told her that he knew
of One, Who far surpassed Katherine in wisdom, and
in riches, and in fair form ; and that He was willing
to accept her as His spouse. Then a great longing
came into the heart of Katherine to know this One:
and the monk gave her a picture of the Virgin
Mother, and of her Divine Son, and bade her pray
to them, that God might teach her His holy will.
That nwht as Katherine prayed, she saw a vision
of many arwels with chaplets of white lilies and
others of red roses, who seemed to bid her follow
them. This did Katherine right gladly; and at
length they came into the presence of one, who was
fair beyond all she had thought of. To her the
angels said : * Our most gractous Sovereign Lady,
¢ hmpress of Heaven and Mother of the King of
‘ Blessedness, be pleased that we here plesent to
‘““ you our dear sister, whose name is written in the
“ Book of Life, beseeching you of your benign
‘ grace, to receive her as your daughter and hand-
“maiden.” Then that blessed Lady led Katherine
to her Divine Son, and said: ‘ Most sovereign
“ honour, joy, and glory be to you, King of Bles-
‘ sedness, my Lord and my Son, lo ! I have brought
‘‘ to your blessed presence your servant and maid

N
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¢ Katherine, who for love of you hath renounced
¢ all things of earth.” But the Lord turned away
His head, and refused her, saying: ‘ She is not
“ fair or beautiful enough for Me.” Then Kather-
ine felt herself again in her chamber, and she
passed the night in great sorrow and much weeping.
In the morning early, she hastened with her mother
to the hermit, and told him of her vision, and asked
him, “ What must I do, that I may be made beau-
“ tiful and worthy of my heavenly Bridegroom ?”
Then the holy man taught her the Christian faith,

and how God made man holy and good, but that
he sinned and left God; and that God the Son
came from heaven, and took the nature of man, and
that He applies to the souls of men His precious
blood, to cleanse them by means of the Sacraments ;
and that the first of these, Baptism, would make
her soul pure and adorn it falrly with God’s grace,
and then she would be beautiful in His eyes. Then
Katherine begged for baptism, and her mother too ;
and the holy man granted them what they asked,

and poured the waters over them in the name of
the Blessed Trinity.

The next night, as Katherine prayed, again she
saw as she had done the night before ; but now our
Lady said, ‘““Lo! she has been baptized, and I
“ myself have been her godmother.” Then the
Lord smiled on her, and held out His hand to her,
and put a ring on her finger. In the morning, she
beheld on her finger the ring He had given her,
and a great love for her heavenly Budedroom came
into her heart, and she would look upon herself
.only as His bet1othed and she despised all earthly
power, and her dehcrht was to study Holy Writ
and the Christian faith. And she gave up all her
sovereignty, and she won the minds of all her
household, to believe and love as she did. Then
her mother was taken from her by death, and she
was left alone.
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At that time Maximin, called by the Greeks
Maxentius, ruled over Egypt, and was made Cesar
by his uncle Galerius. He was very cruel to his
subjects, and he would also persecute those that
owned Christ as their Saviour. He commanded
all to sacrifice to his false gods, or to suffer death.
When it came to the ears of Katherine, she com-
mended herself to God, and then went to the temple,
and there addressed Casar; and showed him how
foolish it was to adore statues made by the hands
of man, but that he should rather adore the one
God Almwhty, who made the earth, the sun and
stars. Maximin was confounded at her ar guments,
and he bade her, to be kept a prisoner in his palace ;
and then he sent letters to all men well versed in
learning and cunning, and commanded them to
come on a day appointed, and dispute with a Chris-
tian ; and that he would give rich reward to any one
who would prove the gods of Rome to deserve
worship, and confound this Christian. They came,
but they took it much amiss, when they found that
it was only a maiden of 18 vears of age, that they
were summoned to confute. At the time appomted
and in the presence of the Caesar, they gave eloquent
praises of their Pagan gods; and then Katherine
commended herself to God, and she proved from
Plato and from Socrates the existence of the soul,
and of one God Almighty, and she proved from the
books of the Sybils how this God would reveal
Himself to man. She then said, “ You admire
‘ this temple wrought by the hands of men, these
‘“statues that look as if they might almost speak
‘“ and breathe, these jewels flashing in their bright-
“ness: admire rather Him Who created the temple
‘ of the universe, Who placed the sun and moon in
“ the heavens, VVho created man in His own image,
“ and Who has studded the heavens with those bright
“stars. They obey His voice, for they move ever

N 2
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““in their course ; they set in the west, and again
“ they arise unto us in the east. ‘The moon wanes
““ and fills again. All these things pass and change;
“but He Who created them changes not, He is ever
“ One—Eternal—and by Him all things live and
“move. This is the God that is worthy indeed of
““ adoration, not senseless idols that have eyes and
““ see not, ears and hear not, hands and feel not.
“This 1s the God that the Christians adore. He
“1s worthy of adoration, and He fills the hearts of
“ His children with love for Him.”

Her looks were as of one inspired; and the
philosophers felt their souls stirred. DBoldly they
declared they believed in the God of the Christians,
and in Christ His Son, who had come upon earth.
Then the tyrant bade them to be burnt to death ;
but they grieved that they could not receive bap-
tism. But Katherine told them not to be sad; for
shedding their blood for Christ would be accounted
to them as baptism of love, and the flames as a
crown of glory. Consoled and encouraged by her,
they bravely went to death, and all perished in the
flames.

Then Maximin had to go forth again to war; but
he bade Porphyrius, his general, to keep the virgin in
prison for twelve days without food, that she might
die. But it happened that, as God had sent
Habacuc to Daniel in the den of lions to carry
unto him food, so he sent an angel to minister
unto Katherine. And a great desire came into the
Empress Augusta to see this virgin, at whom all
marvelled ; so she and Porphyrius came to the
prison. They saw there a wondrous light, and felt
a strange sweet fragrance. ‘Then Katherine spake
to them of the love of God for man, and they felt
their hearts stirred within them ; and after she had
taught them, they sought baptism.

When the Emperor returned from his wars ; he
again strove to seduce the holy virgin by promises
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of great rewards, and when she despised them, he
commanded that she should be scourged. Her
body was bedewed with her blood ; but amidst all
her sufferings she smiled, and said how gladly she
suffered for Him, Who had been scourged for her.
That night she was consoled by a vision of Christ,
and the smart of her many wounds was healed.
Then the Prefect of the city stirred up the Emperor
to have a fearful engine made, that should have four
wheels, two armed with spikes that should tear her
flesh downwards, and two with saws that should
move upwards. But when Katherine was placed
in the midst thereof, she praved that, though she
{eared not to suffer, God might shew forth His might
before so great a concourse, and destroy the engine.
At her words, the machine was, as it were, struck,
and 1t was broken to pieces, and they fell upon the
executioners, and wounded or killed them. At this
sight, Augusta and Porphyrius boldly proclaimed
their faith; and bade the tyrant yield obedience to
the God of the Christians Who wrought such won-
ders. DBut his heart was hardened, and he gnashed
his teeth with rage, and bade that the Empress and
Porphyrius should both die at once by the axe.
Katherine bade them be of good courage, for after
short pain they should have great bliss.

Once more the Emperor tried to make Katherine
sacrifice, and promised her, that he would make her
Empress, and that she should share his throne;
but she replied—‘ Shall I forsake my glorious
‘““ heavenly Spouse to unite myself with thee, who
‘“ art base-born, wicked, and deformed ?”’ At these
words Maximin roared like a lion in his wrath, and
bade her be led forth from the city, and there have
her head struck off. She begged the executioner
to tarry a while, and she prayed, ¢ Come my Lord,
“my Life, my beloved One, take me to Thyself,”
and then she bent her neck, and at one smite of the
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axe her head was severed. Then angels carried
her body to Mount Sinai and there buried it ; and
wondrous oil flowed in after times from her tomb,
and it gave healing to those that were in pain.

DESCRIPTION OF THE CARVED PANELS.

The following passage, dealing with the subject
of such carvings, from the pen of an accomplished
antiquary, Professor Middleton, of Cambridge, has
been brought to my notice since reading my paper,
and I feel that I cannot do better than insert it
here :—

¢ During the fifteenth century a great many churches, in various
parts of Enzland, seem to have purchased for one or more of
their altars a re-table made of the beautiful cream-white alabaster,
quarried at Chellaston in Derbyshire, which, when free from
yellow stains, is now very scarce and only obrainable in very
small pieces. Nottingham appears to have been one of the chief
centres of the manufucture of these alabaster reliefs, as has been
pointed out by Mr. St. John Hope. (/%0 Soc. Antig, 1890,
p. 131, and drckeol., vol. lii., p. 679.) A considerable number
of these re-tables, in a more or less fragmentary state, still exist,
and they form very common items in ecclesiastical inventories of
the fitteenth and early part of the sixteenth centuries, under
varlous names, such as ¢alabaster tables) ¢ tabuls’ or ¢ tabylls,’
‘tabulee de alabastro,” ‘tablementes,” ¢ re-tables,” and ¢alabaster
“tabernacles with images.” From their great uniformity of style,
it is evident that in most cases they have been produced by one
school of carvers; and a large number have clearly come out of
the same Nottingham workshop.  This strong uniformity of
design is to be seen, not only in the style of the faces and the
lines of the drapery, but also in the minutest details, such as the
method of distinguishing each saint by his special symbol. The
same similarity of treatment is to be seen in the application of
gold and colour, with which they are all decorated, especially the
patterns on the dresses, the ‘powderings’ on the backgrounds,
and the manner of representing the ground in open air scenes
with conventionally-treated groups of flowers in red, white. and
yellow on a rich green background, which seems intended to
suggest a grassy sward. ‘I'he gilding is very rich and effective,
much thicker leaf being used than is now the custom; and it is
very freely used for the huir of saints and angels, for borders of
drapery, for angels’ wings, and other ornamental purposes. If a
whole background of a relief is gilt, the surface is relieved (in
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most cases) by being sprinkled by a series of little round bosses,
modelled in the very delicate gesso, or plaster, mixed with white
of egg, which formed the ¢ mordant’ for the gold leaf. This fine
plaster is a pure sulphate of lime, obtained by burning waste
fragments of the same alabaster of which the reliefs themselves
were made : an exceptionally pure variety of what is now called
¢ plaster of Paris” The pigments used for the painting are very
rich and harmonious in tone. Ochre colours are used for the
(uieter reds, yellows, and browns; mercury vermillion for the
brilliant reds ; and a magnificent smalto blue, made of a powdered
vitreous enamel, coloured with a copper oxide—exactly like the
jewel-like blue which was used by the early painters of Egypt
and Greece.

¢ In general designs these re-tables seem usually to have con-
sisted of a large central figure—such as that of the Madonna and
Child—with, at the sides, single figures of saints, of a medium
s1ze, placed between reliefs of subjects wtth figures very minute
in scale. The relief is usually very high (altv-relievo) ; in many
cases the figures are so much undercut as to be almost *in the
‘round ’ or detached from the ground. These re-tables were fre-
quently fitted with wooden doors, which could be closed during
Lent. When there were no doors, the re-tables were covered with
hangings of linen or silk—¢steyned clothes for Lent’ are com-
mon items in inventories.

“ In spite of the white, translucent alabaster being so easy to
work, it does not appear to have been used at a very early date,
Probably the earliest example of its use is to be seen in West-
minster Abbey, on the tomb of John of Eltham, Earl of Cornwall,
second son of Edward I, who died in 1334, on the south side
of the sanctuary in St. Edmund’s chapel. ‘T'he portrait-efigy of
the prince and the small figures of mourners in the panels of the
altar-tomb are of the purest alabaster, originally gilt and painted.

“With regard to the date of these re-tables, it should be noticed
that the costumes and armour are very frequently archaistic in
style, and cannot be taken as a proof of the time at which the
reliefs were executed. When a medieval artist represented a
scene from ancient history, ke usually introduced costume of a
century or so older than his own time, to show that the scene
was not a modern one. Many of these re-tables were exported
to France and Germany. Specimens now exist in Italy and
Spain, which are identical in every detail of form and colour with
those at Milton and Whittlesford, in Cambridgeshire. In ex
amples, probably executed at Nottingham about 1450, we see
armour and dresses of Edward IIl’s time. The alabaster when
freshly quarried was very easy to work, and the re-lables were
consequently able to be sold at low prices.”—Proceedings of
Camb. Antig. Soc. for 1891
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St. Katherine’s Chapel, commonly, but errone-
ously, called Lydiate Abbey, was built by Lawrence
Ireland as a private chapel about 1485. It was
dedicated to the patron saint of his wife, Katherine
Blundell, of Little Crosby: and their initials still
remain on the hoodmould corbels of the porch. The
chapel was probably used for divine service, from
the time of its erection until about 1567, when the
famous letter of Queen Elizabeth, dated Feb. 21 of
that year, compelled Downham, the Bishop of
Chester, to put a stop to Catholic services, and forced
the Lancashire magistrates, wholoathed persecution,
to interfere with their Catholic neighbours. These
panels, depicting the legend of St. Katherine, were,
in all probability, executed by the Nottingham
school of carvers (who were, we know, working at
the time the chapel at Lydiate was built), for the
re-table over the altar there. After the services
were discontinued and the chapel abandoned ; they
were very likely removed to Lydiate Hall close
by, where, at all events, they had remained from
time immemorial, until the new Church of Our Lady
was built at Ly dlate in 1854 , when the four panels,
representing the legend of St. Katherine, and the
figure of St. Cuthbert (probably rescued from the
church at Halsall, bearing his name) were inserted
in the pulpit there.

I. The first of these panels is about 20 inches by
10} inches. At the top are four philosophers (one
mutilated), who came to dispute with St. Katherine,
and two courtiers. On the left is a guard or jailer,
with ferocious features, one of his hands resting on
the shoulder of St. Katherine, who stands calm
and beautiful, with a crown upon her head, to shew
her rank as Princess; her long hair flowing down
below her waist, unbound, to express her maiden-
hood. Opposite to her i1s Maximin, rising from a
chair or throne, crowned, to shew he was Casar,
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with a sword (mutilated) in his hand ; and a dragon
rising from, and couching on his head, to express
the evil spirit urging him on to persecute those pro-
fessing the Christian faith. DBetween them, a little
below is a jailer thrusting one of the phllosophem
into the flames. He is going without any attempt
at resistance, but turns towards the saint, as if to
implore her prayers, that he may fight the good
fight. At the bottom are faggots, with the heads of
three that have been burnt; and at the sides are
two dwarfs, descriptive of vindictive and merciless
spirit, one poking a head into the faggots with a
square-headed pikel, the other blowing the flames
with a bellows. The latter especially has a face
wonderfully expressive of brutality and sensuous-
ness.- In this panel are distinct traces of colouring
and of gold. The robe of one philosopher has been
red, as have the lips of all the males, and the winged
dragon also. The saint’s crown has been gilt. On
the field, part of which is broken away, appear four
groups of six spots each, a characteristic of the
Nottingham school of carvers.

I1. The second panel is 18 in. by 114 in.  Above
is our Blessed Lord with nimbus, shewmo' signs of
colour. He is sculptured with long ‘hair and
pointed beard, both of which have been gilt,
and vested (I think) in alb and cope. The
hands are mutilated, but seem to have been
extended over the saint, shewing His protection of
her. She wears a crown, but is stripped to the
waist ; cords are around the upper parts of her
arms ; her hands are extended in prayer. On each
side of her 1s a wheel with cutting appliances, and
an executioner holding each handle to make the
dreadful engine revolve, one turned towards her, the
other with his face averted. There are five other
executioners, two holding the engine as if to steady
it, another raises his hand as if to protect his head,
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because the legend stated, that at her prayers the
engine was broken to pieces, and killed some of
these men. The artist depicts one piece as striking
the man at St. Katherine's right hand; another
seems to be running from the danger, but he is
struck at the back of the head; a third is crouch-
ing to escape, but a piece falls on the summit of
his head. The lips of the executioners have been
coloured red. On the field, which is green, and
background are eleven groups of six spots each.

I1T. The third panelis 17 1n. by 11 1n. At the top
are two mutilated figures, one holding apparently a
sword ; then a hideous executioner with a halbert.
On the left are two female attendants of the saint ;
and kneeling 1s St. Katherine, her face upturned
towards heaxen looking calm and even joyous,
before she lays her head down to fall under the
executioner’s axe. ‘The stump, or block seems to
represent two parts of a tree, the lower division
with eight buds or flowers, the upper with seven
(detached). The saint’s crown has been gilt, and
her hair brown. On the green field are three
groups of six spots. Above, but apart from this is
a canopy, 10} in. by 5% in., of most delicate and
exquisite tracery.

IV. The fourth panel is 18 in. by 11 in., and
represents the entombment of the saint. One
attendant bears (I think) a cross (but mutilated, or
holds a crozier, another has a book, another has the
head broken off. The central figure is reading the
service from a book, and in his right hand what I
imagine to be a bunch of hyssop with eight buds on
it, often used for an ‘“aspergillum.” All these have
wings, bearing out the legend that she was buried
on Mount Sinai by andels it 1s evident they are
angels—not monks, as is stated in Lydiate Hall
and its Associations—as they are all crowned. One
of the angels at the end has hold of the shroud,
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“tinent with great aboundance. This fontane
“rais throw ane drop of Sanct Katrine's oulie
¢ quhilk was brocht out of Mount Sanai fra her
‘““ sepulture to Sanct Margaret the blissit Queen of
‘“ Scotland. Als sone as Sanct Margaret saw the
““ oulie spring ithandlie by divine miracle, in the
“same place scho gert big ane Chapell in the
“honour of Sanct Katrine. This oulie has ane
‘““ singulare vertue aganis all maner of canker and
“skawis.” King James IV made a pilgrimage to
it in 1504, and made an offering in St. Katrine’s of
the ¢ Oly Well”; and in 1617 James VI ordered
the building to be repaired, to afford easy access to
the oily matter floating on the surface, which con-
tinued to be prized for the cure of certain diseases.

With regard to the place of her burial, Richard
Pococke (London, 1743—p. 144), in his Description
of the East, writes:—

“ From that they ascend very high to the S.W.
“up to the Mount of St. Catherine, and on the
“summit of i1t pretend to show the print in the
“ rock where the body of the saint lay; who, being
‘“tied to a wheel at Alexandria, under the Emperor
“ Maxentius, in order to be put to death, it is said
¢ the wheel snapped in pieces; and she being after-
‘“ wards beheaded, her body (according to her prayer
‘“ that 1t should not fall into the hands of infidels),
‘ they say, was carried by angels to the top of this
“ mountain, and was brought by the monks to the
‘ convent soon after it was finished. About a third
“ of the way up 1s the Spring of Partridges, which
‘“ the Calvyers say was discoverd by partridges who
¢ flew after the body; when the monks who brought
‘it down resting there, and suffering from thirst,
¢ the birds all went to the spring, by which means,
‘“ as they say, the monks also found water.”

The scene of the martyrdom of St. Katherine
was in Alexandria, that city founded by Alexander
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the Great in B.c. 332. Its architect was Dinocrates,
builder of the famous temple of Diana at Ephesus.
This city, resting on the confines, I may say, of
three continents, " became second only to imperial
Rome. For mdh 1000 years (till 616) it was the
greatest seaport “of the old world.

In the centre of the pulpit in which these carved
panels are, is now set the statue of a bishop. He has
the old Gothic mitre and chasuble, crozier, buskins
and gloves. One hand holds the crozier, the other
hand is raised, as if in the act of blessing. Partly
under the left foot is a small animal, but the head
being broken off, I cannot say what it is. This
statue may represent St. Cuthbert; and, if so, this
animal will be an otter, which, accoxdmg to the
Christliche Iumstsymbolz/e was one of his emblems.
The church at Halsall was dedicated to St. Cuth-
bert ; as there the shrine was placed, when on its
travels, to save it from the Danes. In the same
church was, I learn through the indefatigable re-
searches of Mr. T. N. Morton, a chantry at the
altar of St. Mary, and another at the altar of St.
Nicholas. (45 Rep. Deputy-Keeper Public Records,
p.-30.) DBut as it has not his usual emblem of the
three children, or the three balls, it is not likely to
be he. It struck me it might have been Lawrence
Ireland’s patron saint, if he had chosen St. Law-
rence of Canterbury; but the little animal, I think,
is decisive that it is intended for St. Cuthbert. The
hair of the figure has been brown, and the construc-
tive features of the mitre gilt. On this piece are
no groups of spots.

There is also preserved in the presbytery a muti-
lated statue of St. Katherine, 2 {t. 4% in. by 9§ in.
She 1s represented with a Sword, the instrument of
her martyrdom, and a sceptre or a palm branch,
but so' broken that it is impossible to say which.
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The hair and tunic have been gilt, the robe linings
red. The background, coloured green, shows two
groups of six spots. The upper part of the head
has been cut away. This figure was probably the
centre of the re-table over the altar of the saint.
In the back of this panel are still fixed an iron hook
and several stumps of latten wire, run in with lead,
for securing it in position in the re-table.

Another interesting group, also at the presbytery,
represents the Visitation, and is 11{t. 51in. by 1 ft.
2}in. St. Elizabeth is robed in tunic and mantle,
the end of the latter falling over her left arm. She
has the matron’s hood, and no hair is visible. Our
Blessed Lady has tunic and mantle falling straight
down. She has a crown, and long unbound hair
expressive of her maidenhood. The usual way, in
the middle ages, of expressing the Purification of
St. John the Baptist was by a star on St. Eliza-
beth’s breast : in this case the hand of our Blessed
Lady is laid upon her. Both figures have scrolls.
At the sides of these figures are six angels, some
with musical instruments, but they have all suffered
mutilation. The wings of the angels have been
gilt.  On the field, which is green, are five groups
of six spots each. In the back of the panel are
stumps of latten wire for securing 1t in the re-table,
and the lower part 1s hollowed out to admit of the
insertion of a hand to more readily raise it to its
position over the altar.

In the Museum of the Society of Antiquaries of I.ondon is preserved a
carved panel of alabaster, depicting the decapitation of St. Katherine, similar
in workmanship and decoration to the Lydiate panels, and in which many of
the figures in these panels are repeated. The field in this panel is powdered
with the groups of six spots each, characteristic of the works of the Notting-
ham school of carvers. I am informed by Mr. E. W. Cox that the late Major
Walter, of Wallasey, possessed an alabaster carving of the Resurrection,
similar in treatment to the panels under discussion, the field of which was
covered with groups of spots, the significance of which Mr. Cox did not
understand, Eprror.



