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RECENT ANTIQUARIAN ¢ FINDS”
IN CHESHIRE.

STONES AND GRAVE AT WEST KIRBY.

( UITE recently, during the levelling and conver-
-2 sion of an orchard behind the rectory into a
lawn, several relics were discovered at a depth of
about four feet from the surface, which, judging from
their character, had apparently been buried at the
time of the demolition of most of the old church in
the middle of the last century, possibly with a desire
to prevent them from being put to common uses, in
the same manner that the font made out of a plllar
of the south aisle with its base, and a capital for its
bowl, which was also found buried 1in the front lawn
about a year earlier, had been treated. These new
finds comprise about half the upper stone of a
quern, made of pinkish grey Shap granite, show-
ing a portion of the central hole in which the grain
was placed for grinding. The under side is much
worn with use. It is not easy to date this frag-
ment, since such hand-mills have been in use from
a very remote time down to the Norman period,



176 Communications.

when their use was superseded, and the tenants
compelled to grind at the manor mill, and to pay
the grist tax. The querns were then broken up,
though in remote districts their partial use con-
tinued to a late medizeval date. The present one
might be as old as the urn burials, found some
vears ago on the hill above the rectory. Another
stone found has been a wall stone, which 1s scored
deeply, pointed instruments having been sharpened
upon it. It was an ancient custom to hallow
weapons for warfare by whetting them on certain
stones in a church and sometimes on the church-
yard cross. At Sefton and other churches in this
locality such stones are to be found. The origin of
the custom seems to be derived from pre-Christian
practice. Among the British pre-historic settle-
ments in North Wales large stones were set up and
thus used ; sevgral are mentioned in the Rev. Elias
Owen’s paper, Transactions, vol. ix, page g1. A
third stone appears to belong to the jambs of two
adjacent windows, showing chamfered reveals on
the exterior and splayed jambs within, set about
sixteen inches apart, which suggests that they
may have formed part of two early English lancet
lights, a style of which we have no trace left in any
other remnant of the old church. It is remarkable
that the tooling seems so little weathered and fresh
as to lead to the idea that this was either internal
work, or that it was very early removed for altera-
tion in another style, and the stone re-used in
walling.

A more interesting though probably much later
stone is of the character of a plague stone, such as
were set up in the seventeenth century. They were
used for the exchange of money for market or other
commodities, which were left beside them, and the
money was placed in a hollow filled with vinegar, and
withdrawn by the seller, thus avoiding contagion.
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This stone is in the form of a roughly octagonal
pillar, about two feet six inches high; it is left
square at the base for the purpose of fixing it in the
ground, or, as was usual, in the socket of the muti-
lated market cross. The upper plane is slightly
dished, and has also four shallow hollows, of circular
shape, sunk on its centre. The workmanship is
rough ; and near the foot it has become worn, as
though by the attrition of feet or goods placed
against 1t.

Associated with these stones was a fragment of
a moulding of a mural monument, ornamented
with the peculiar decoration technically called
“ gadroon,” a fashion prevalent in the reigns of the
later Stuarts and earlier Georges. This has been
painted white, and 1s plainly internal work. Care-
fully and well cut in the hard rock, not far from
these remains, and about sixty yards east of the
present churchyard, a small grave was discovered,
about two feet six inches long, and tapering towards
the feet, in the fashion of medizval stone coffins.
Unfortunately, it was removed before it could be
photographed. It contained no bones or remains,
only a dark soil.

Perhaps the most interesting stone found is one
that was dug from a grave in the churchyard, near
the western end of the church. This has formed a
portion of a Saxon building, most likely the jamb
of a doorway. It is ornamenttd with two bands
of mouldings, each containing three half-rounds,
with a flat space separating the two groups. The
central member of each group is worked into a
cable moulding. It is now much weathered on this
face, showing it to have been an external feature.
This stone has been used a second time, in the
building of the subsequent Norman church. The
half of a head of a small Norman window has
been worked in it, cutting across the original
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mouldings, which have been turned inwards in the
wall. The window is not prepared for glazing,
and the face of the stone, originally the back, is
scored with radiating lmes copying the voussoirs
of an arch; an early and very unusual instance of
imitative constxuctlon, though not quite unprece-
dented in early work. The tooling is well preserved,
which may be due to the Norman work having
been whitewashed, traces of this remaining on the
Norman face and the soffit of the window. This
stone leads to the inference that a Saxon church
of stone, hitherto untraced, has existed here
previous to the Norman and medizval buildings,
and is a valuable relic, inasmuch as it indicates
something of the style of both these churches.

NAVARESE COIN.

At Caldy, a copper coin, dated 1613, of Navarese
origin, was lately found, having the arms of
Navarre—an escarbuncle crowned—on the obverse,
and F 41 on the reverse. It has been struck on
an irregularly shaped bit of copper, not circular,
and the letter F is considered, by an excellent nu-
mismatist by whom it was examined, to stand for
Ferdinand the fourth, and the letter I that it was
coined for the currency of the Spanish Indian
possessions.

JARS AND WATER COOLERS, DREDGED UP OFF
HOYLAKE OR DUG UP AT PARKGATE.

Two curious water jars, brought up by fishing
nets from the sea near Hoylake, were exhibited by
the Rev. F. Sanders at a recent meeting of this
Society ; and two others, of precisely similar ware,
were found buried in a garden at Parkgate, and
presented to the Grosvenor Museum at Chester by
the finder. One of the Hoylake jars is shaped like
a barrel, set lengthways on feet, and has two
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handles; the other three are globular in the lower
parts, with long necks, the upper part of two ex-
panding to a cup or lotus-shaped lip. On each side
of the neck are curved, loop handles, the forms
strongly resembling early Greek vases. The height
is about ten inches. The material is a strong red-
dish and yellow unglazed clay. It is impossible to
give an accurate date for these. Probably they are
not very ancient, but may have been lost with some
Spanish ship within the last two or three centuries
and scattered along the coast. Such ware is still
manufactured in Morocco and Northern Egypt, and
is still used in Spain for water coolers. The diffi-
culty in allotting a date to these arises from the
continuity of the manufacture of vessels of this type
from very remote antiquity, resembling, in form and
ornamentation, the pottery of the early Greek cities
of Mykene, Tyrins, and Argos, and in some degree
those very early ones discovered by Schliemann of
Ilium. The ornament in these ‘“finds’ consists of
fine horizontal and vertical lines, incised or dotted
in simple patterns ; in those still made in Morocco,
geometrical patterns, conventional plants, and ani-
mals are roughly burnt on in a dark brown glaze,
almost exactly reproducing the very earliest Myke-
nian ware. Such survivals of character in fictile
ware are of the highest importance for tracing back
the influence of ancient races, but at the same time
they demand care and knowledge of attendant con-
ditions to fix their periods accurately.

FLINT AND STONE IMPLEMENTS AND PHENICIAN GLASS.

Some further fragments of hand-chipped flints
have been found in Spital, also on the boundaries
of Bebington and Rock Ferry districts, on high
ground. Though the patination of the stone shows
the working to be ancient, they are too rude to be
called flint tools. One head of a dart, or arrow, of
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greenstone, from Spital, and two from Rock Ferry,
are more carefully worked, and may be classed as
stone weapons. As flints are extremely rare in the
geological gravel drifts of this part of the country,
those in any way worked are probably mostly im-
ported from a distance for use. At Rock Ferry,
within a few hundred yards of the flint weapons,
was found the rim of the neck of an ampulla of
Pheenician glass—blue, with bands of yellow,
corresponding exactly with perfect examples in the
Birmingham Museum, dated 600 B.c. As this was
found on the surface, it is possible that it may have
been a fragment of an antiquity brought hither in
recent times and lost; but should other such evi-
dences turn up in future, it is thought well to record
this ¢ find” at the present time.
E. W. Cox.

A PAIR OF GOLD MATE STANDS,

EXHIBITED BY

MR. ArRTHUR Muscuamp Rosinson, F.R.G.S.:t

HESE two very interesting objects were
obtained by Mr. Robinson, when in South
America in 1863, from a Bolivian gentleman, in
whose family they had remained since the Spanish
conquest of Peru. They are of pure and massive
gold, in perfect conditicn, and believed to be unique
specimens in this metal of the beautiful Indian
ornamental work mentioned by the contempora-
neous Spanish writers, Garcilasso, Sarmiento,

1 The plate of these mate stands is from a photograph kindly taken by
Mr. F. K. Glazebrook.



