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The following Articles were exhibited : 

By C. B. Robinson, Esq. Further Antiquities from Hoylake.
By Thos. Moore, Esq. A brief Description of the Map of the

Ancient World, preserved in Hereford
Cathedral.

By the Rev. G. B. Sandford, A MS. Book relating to the Parish Accounts
M.A. of Church Miushull.

By the Rev. G. B. Sandford, A MS. History of the Family of Lever, of
M.A. Alkrington and Darcy Lever.

The following Paper was read:  

ON THE ANCIENT DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE OF LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE. 

By Alfred Rimmer, Esq.

It has been remarked that Domestic Architecture is the most obscure 
chapter in the history of our arts; that while the cathedrals, churches, and 
monasteries are familiar to every one of us, the houses are known only to 
a few, and to these not very intimately. The reasons are obvious. In the 
first place, the more ancient houses were so inconvenient, and unsuitable 
to the growing wants of refinement, that they were scarcely worth pre 
serving except for curiosity, or for their external appearance, which was 
sometimes very beautiful. Again, as each proprietor succeeded to his fore 
father's estate, he made such alterations in the mansion as suited his own 
tastes and habits, generally endeavouring to keep some sort of uniformity 
with the old parts, so that it is very often difficult to say which is new and 
which old. But above all, the times were so unsettled that every man's 
house was literally his castle, and continually subject to the violence of his 
enemies. From these causes we have but few ancient residences in a 
complete state; there is perhaps only one perfect house in England 
that can with certainty be referred to the Norman period, and this is but 
small, it is used at present, I believe, for a farm-house.

While the ancient houses, where not actually castles, have almost disap 
peared, the castles are so proverbially in ruins, that when we see one in a 
perfect state, it almost loses its claim to antiquity.

The study of Domestic Architecture, therefore, at least of the earlier 
ages, is by no means so easy as it might appear, for after the times began to
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grow more settled in the 14th century, the remains are more numerous and 
complete ; and from the accession of Elizabeth to the 19thceutury, palaces, 
mansions, and houses, become extremely numerous.

Lancashire and Cheshire contain several old Halls and farm-houses, 
formerly Halls, of the existence of which few are aware. Probably, in 
Cheshire, there are a greater number of the ancient half-timbered Eliza 
bethan houses, than in any other county in the kingdom. There are, also, 
a goodly number of old manor houses in Lancashire, some of which are 
preserved, like Speke, with laudable care; others, like Craushaw, have 
suffered from the destroying hand of the improver; while too many, like 
Sefton and Hulme, have been mercilessly swept away.

All that I propose to do this evening is to call the attention of the Society 
to these neglected relics, hoping that other members will describe them in 
detail, and bring them before the Society. I have not attempted to enumerate 
even the greater part of them, but only such as illustrate the progress of 
the various styles.

The residences of our Norman forefathers were remarkably destitute of 
comfort and beauty, being built with a view to resist aggressive attacks, and 
protracted sieges. All external ornament was discarded, and daylight 
excluded, by walls averaging from ten to twenty feet in thickness.

The plan differed according to the situation and the means of their 
respective owners. A hill was always preferred, and if possible near a spring; 
the latter served not only to supply the inhabitants with water, but filled the 
moat. Where no water could be had, which often happened on hills, they sub 
stituted a dry ditch, with subterraneous passages, for sally ports. Inside the 
moat stood the wall of the outer court or bay ley, on which were often towers for 
the retainers and garrison to live in. This court was entered by a draw 
bridge over the moat, and the gate was secured by a portcullis. Frequently, 
too, a barbican was advanced beyond the walls, which served not only for a 
porter's residence, but as a strong outwork. Within this court was an 
inner bayley where the keep or baron's residence stood, which was also 
called a donjon, whence our modern " dungeon" is appropriately derived. It 
was several storeys in height; and a circular stair within the massive walls 
communicated with the various floors. This was sometimes carried up in 
a tower at one angle. The rooms, which were very imperfectly lighted by loop
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holes, were destitute of panelling, and often even of plaster; but sometimes 
in a very few of the wealthy castles they were hung with rude tapestry. The 
lower storey was a place for the reception of prisoners of war, and perhaps 
for any offenders within the lands of the baron. It was without light; and 
this circumstance, with the dampness and gloominess, must soon have 
terminated the existence of the prisoner. Mounds were cast up in the 
court yard, which commanded a view of the surrounding country; and the 
whole bespoke an age of constant insecurity and violence. The walls were 
built of such stone as the neighbourhood afforded, and filled between with 
small rough stones, run in with liquid mortar or grout. This last was of such 
hardness, that we some times see the stone worn away with time, and the mortar 
projecting beyond it. A chapel was often inclosed within the walls, as at 
Clitheroe. We have one or two provision accounts left, and these seem 
to show that their fare was a set off against the gloominess of their dwelling; 
wine and ale forming considerable items.

Clitheroe Castle, in the north of Lancashire, was built as early as the 
reign of William Rufus. It was never very large, and has suffered consi 
derably from the ravages of time; all that now remains is a square keep 
and part of the court wall.

The pile of Fouldray is a ruined castle on Morecambe Bay, which must 
at one time have been almost impregnable. It consisted of an outer court, 
guarded by a strong wall, with towers, and containing a chapel, but the 
sea has gradually worn away the basement, and strewed the shore with the 
wreck of the outworks. A considerable part of the keep still remains. 
Although this castle was built subsequently to the Norman period, the same 
features are retained; indeed this may to some extent apply to all the ruins 
of castles in this neighbourhood. I find the following passage in Camden.
Speaking of Gleaston Castle, he says : " Within the manor of Aiding- 
ham is Gleaston Castle, which has been very large and firm, having four 
strong towers of great height, besides many other buildings with very thick 
walls. To observe here once for all many persons of quality, especially 
towards Scotland, had either castles or towers to dwell in, to defend them 
selves and their tenants from the inroads of the Scots. Anciently they 
had their houses kernelled, fortified, or embattled, and divers commissions 
have been awarded in pursuance of an Act of Parliament, made in the reign 
of Philip and Mary, unto certain persons to enquire how many and which 
castles, fortresses, &c., have been decayed, which were fit to be re-edified, 
and how many new ones necessary to be erected."
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Beeston Castle was commenced, Ormerod says, in 1820. It is a good 
example of the ingenuity with which the Norinans availed themselves of 
natural advantages. Beeston hill is inclined on one side and perpendicular 
on the other. The lines of outwork inclosing the outer court run across 
the slope, and stop when they reach the precipice. They are guarded by 
eight round towers similar to the Moorish, which were so general in this 
country when the barons returned from the crusades. The keep is at the 
summit within an inner bayley, and fortified only towards the accessible 
side. The portcullis gate has an early English arch : it is between two 
round towers, which appear to have had some sort of arcade round them. 
On the outside of the inner bayley a moat is hewn in the solid rock,
" which," in the words of Ormerod, " mingles at an unequal height with the 
stones of the ramparts and towers above, so that the whole, both at a dis 
tant and near view, seems more like an excrescence from the rocks than 
the work of human hands, so singularly are the crags and the hewn ashler 
intermingled, and the whole mass coated with lichens and evergreens."

Halton Castle has been built at various periods : probably the greater 
part of what now remains is of the 13th century. Unlike those already 
described, it is built round a court ; for as the times began to grow more 
tranquil, and life and property became more secure, they paid better atten 
tion to the comfort and appearance of their dwellings. The windows in 
the latter end of the 13th century were enlarged, and often intersected with 
mullions like church windows; but these looked for the most part inside 
to the court, while those to the outside were smaller, and more like the 
ones of the last century.

The halls now became an important feature, and ran up often to the 
roof. They were always in this' case open to the rafters. Oak panelling 
was sometimes introduced, and the whole house had a more habitable 
appearance; solid and well suited to the manners of the time, when, as 
Whitaker remarks, a death and birth were alternately the causes for 
boisterous sorrow and unrestrained joy. Still, the old defences were not 
lost sight of. Moats were retained, with draw-bridges and portcullises, and 
to most of the houses was built a peel tower or refuge, in case of sudden 
assault.

In some dwellings of this period the entertaining rooms were on the 
second storey, reached by a staircase from without, the lower storey being
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occupied with the servants' rooms and kitchen. These, however, are not 
very common.

In the 14th century, Ecclesiastical Architecture was in its greatest glory. 
The windows were divided into a greater numher of lights, and the mul- 
lions lost themselves in every imaginable variety of tracing. Crockets 
finials and bosses threw off their stiffness; and all manner of interior 
finishings were graceful and delicate. Of course Domestic Architecture 
could not remain stationary, and in some buildings it almost seems to have 
kept pace with the churches.

Brimstage Tower, in Cheshire, is an example of this style, though not a 
good one; it was probably a sort of peel or refuge tower, and has been 
attached to a much larger and more ancient mansion than exists at present. 
The lowest storey was probably at one time a chapel; but now it is a dairy, for 
the hall has been converted into a farm house. Indeed there is perhaps 
scarcely a single house of this or the following century which has not suf 
fered a similar fate; and in the unlettered tenant we have too true a picture 
of its aristocratic founder. Instead of moleskins, the latter may have worn 
miniver and cloth of gold, and instead of a flail wielded a less innocent and 
equally heavy sword : but in intelligence there was little difference ; and a 
life of field sports and war had certainly not a more humanising effect 
upon the one, than the cultivation of the soil upon the other.

There are no good examples of houses of the 14th century in either of 
these counties. All that we have are built with a view to resist the incur 
sions, perhaps of their Caledonian neighbours, who sometimes carried their 
depredations as far as Lancashire. Gleaston Castle, already mentioned, was 
built about the middle of this century, and has a most imposing appearance 
from its situation, and three frail towers, with a connecting wall, which are 
still remaining; but the mortar, unlike that in buildings of this period, was 
very inferior, not much better than mud. The building has in consequence 
gradually yielded to the destroying chemistry of time.

It is about the middle of this century that we have the earliest existing 
specimens of wooden Halls. They were built in the following manner. 
Trunks of oak trees were cut in two, down the middle. The end of each 
slice was driven into the ground, and the tops were brought to meet over 
head. Longitudinal beams were laid from trunk to trunk, which were then



covered in the usual way. In some old buildings, the walls are made of 
planks, overlapping like the sides of clinker-built ships. In others they 
are filled in with plaster The latter style became more general, and 
originated the black and white timbered houses which ornament these 
counties, and of which we shall have occasion to speak at greater length.

Dr. Whitaker considers Salmesbury Hall and the Grange at Whalley to 
be the earliest examples we have now. Though they were both built probably 
some time after the 14th century, they are, no doubt, very early examples. 
Bagilly Hall, in Cheshire, is a noble example ; and Radcliffe Tower, near 
Bolton, was also a capital specimen in Whitaker's time. He gives a 
curious plate and description of it; and as it is now going fast to decay,
and has greatly altered since he wrote, I shall use his own words: "The two 
massy principals which support the roof are the most curious specimens 
of ancient wood work I have ever seen. The broadest piece of timber is 
3 feet 7 inches by \ 0 inches. A wall plate on the outside of one beam, 
from end to end, measures a feet by 10 inches. The walls are finished at 
the square with a moulded cornice of oak. At the bottom of this room is a 
door opening into one of the towers, the lower part of wliich only remains, 
of massive grout wjrk, and with three arches, each furnished with a funnel 
or aperture like a chimney. On the left side of the hall are the remains 
of a very curious window-frame of oak, wrought in Gothic tracery, but 
square at top Near the top of the hall on the right, are the remains of a 
doorway opening into what was once a staircase, and leading to a large 
chamber above the kitchen, the approach to which beneath was by a door 
of massy oak, pointed at top. The kitchen and apartment above, stood at 
right angles to the top of the hall, and are separated from it by a wall of 
oak work. The chamber is 38 feet long by 18 feet 5 inches, and has two 
massy arches of oak without mouldings, but an oaken cornice moulded like 
those in the hall. The floor was of thick oak plank. The height to the 
point of the arches is 16 feet. Over the high tables of ancient halls, as is 
the case in some college halls at present, it was common to have a small 
aperture, through which the lord or master could inspect unseen what was 
going on in the hall below; but in this situation in Radcliffe is a ramified 
window of oaken work, opening from the apartment above mentioned, but 
now closed up." Radcliffe Hall was built in or about the reign of Hemy IV.

It is somewhat singular that fire-places were not commonly used till the 
reign of Henry VI. What the reason for such carelessness to the creature 
comforts can have been, it is difficult to say. They had been invented 
before the Conquest, and were neither complicated nor expensive; but our 
forefathers seem in many good houses to have contented themselves with 
lighting a fire on a hearth in the floor, and allowing the smoke to depart
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through an aperture in the ceiling; a remarkable example of the light 
estimation in which what even our poor now consider necessaries were then 
held. A commotion of any kind, or the opening of a door, must have filled the 
room with smoke ; and even when all was still, if the smoke departed 
through the intended aperture, it must have been singularly manageable.

Smithill's Hall, near Bolton, contains some good examples of the Domes 
tic Architecture of the time of Henry VII. In a flagged passage to one 
of the rooms, is a foot-print, purporting to have been made by Geo. Marsh, 
the martyr, when brought up before Sir Roger Barton, in the days of Queen 
Mary. This room was once filled with oak panelling, of great beauty, which 
the present proprietor, Peter Ainswortb, Esq., has removed to another room, 
of precisely similar shape, built for the purpose.* The ancient dining 
hall, now used, I believe, for one of the kitchen offices, has an open roof, of 
earlier character than we commonly find in dwelling-houses, and is perhaps 
the most valuable specimen in Lancashire. It is earlier than the hammer 
beam, and has every appearance of belonging to the decorated period.

But a more complete change than any former one, was to take place in our 
Domestic Architecture, which is a most striking illustration of the compara 
tive security of life and property. It must have been in the latter end of the 
15th century that the timber and plaster houses, peculiar almost to these 
counties, began to grow common; and however well this style has shewn 
itself calculated to resist the ravages of time, it was ill fitted to withstand 
the violence of an enemy. A fire lighted at any of the corners where a post 
stood must soon have brought the building to the ground. Moats, how 
ever, were still retained, and in some instances even draw-bridges, but 
these can have been for little more than show, as many gentlemen even 
now will build a castellated house. They may possibly have become service- 
nble in the troublesome times of Charles I. They were built in the 
following manner. Heavy oak posts were driven into the ground at each 
angle, and wherever a beam rested; and cross pieces were fastened to these 
on the level of each floor. The spaces were filled in with laths and clay, and

* The panelling consists chiefly of a variation of the linen pattern, with a diapered 
ground, and one row of heraldic and variegated panels, with heads, probably of the 
Barton and Radclifi'e families, on the upper part.
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the surface coated over with very fine plaster, which was variegated with 
quatrefoils, diamonds, and many other devices in black. Quatrefoils seem 
to have been the most ancient figures. Herring-bone work is found in 
both ancient and modern examples. Indeed, so much does each building 
alter according to the taste of the owner, and so perseveringly were the old 
forms copied in many subsequent examples, that it would be very difficult 
to form any certain system. The only tests are often inside. Some 
times the plaster is tinted, as at Chorley Hall, near Alderley, where the 
colour is yellow ochre. This gives a more subdued tone, which is certainly 
preferable.

It is difficult, or perhaps impossible, to ascertain what is the date of the 
earliest Umbered house in Lancashire and Cheshire. Some of the most 
ancient have, perhaps, no records remaining. At Bold Hall, in Lancashire, 
there is a most curious relic  a painting of the ancient seat of the Bold 
family, dated 17 J 2. When the painting was taken the hall was complete, 
and certainly it must have been a most princely residence. All that remains 
now is tbe tower and gateway, and some idea may be formed of its former 
size when we look at the comparatively small figure which the tower makes in 
the picture, though it is a large farm-house. It is the most modem part of 
the mansion. The entertaining rooms were on the second storey, and 
were approached by a staircase from the court-yard. There is a lobby through 
the middle of the house, and the door-arches seem to have beon equilateral. 
All these are marks of antiquity. The chimneys are very tall, and unlike those 
of most other mansions. There is a farm-house in the neighbourhood, 
called Cranshaw Hall, built much in the same style, but not quite so 
ancient; the exterior is perfect, but the inside is sadly mutilated. 
Lydiate Hall, near Ormskirk, is a good example of a timbered house of 
of the time of Henry VIII. It occupies three sides of a quadrangle. The great 
hall, used now as a kitchen and wash-house, is very perfect. The ceiling is 
divided into panels; and at the intersection of each rib, over one end of the 
room, is a most beautifully carved boss. A bed-room, up stairs, lias a 
remarkably fine ceiling also, and a highly enriched cornice. Some doors 
in the house are ornamented with devices of Henry VIII. and one of his 
Queens.

In the reign of Elizabeth many Italian features crept into dwelling- 
houses. We find Roman capitals, columns, and cornices, and indeed almost
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all the Roman ornaments; but they are very ill-formed, and opposed 
to every rule laid down by Chambers or Palladio. Ionic columns, for 
example, were 1'2 diameters in length, instead of (as Chambers lays dowu) 
rather more than 8, and often ornamented round the neck with an 
Elizabethan frill. But for all this, however metamorphosed and extravagant 
the details, an Elizabethan composition, as a whole, is often very noble. 
Many houses in the southern counties were so enriched that it would be 
difficult to point out any part which could contain more ornaments. Ashlar 
and brick with quoins were commonly employed now in most parts of 
England. But though we have a few examples, as at Crewe and Brereton 
Halls, timber and plaster retained their ground in these counties, and the 
only alteration to these was inside, where they were not so much behind 
their neighbours in splendour. A most singular contrast does the dingy 
worm-eaten exterior often present, to the hall and gallery inside. Speke is 
familiar, probably, to all of us, and there are few more stately, venerable 
rooms than the dining-hall. Wardley Hall, near Manchester, is a good 
example of the houses of a smaller class. It, too, is built in a quadrangle, 
with an open court inside, which is entered by an arch-way between two 
chimney stacks. The present tenant has uncovered a most beautiful room 
of panelled oak, which before was plastered over. When I was there last 
summer, the Kev. St. Vincent Beechey, the well-known lecturer on astronomy, 
had paid Wardley Hall a visit, and examined the skull which figures so con 
spicuously in the ancient stories of Lancashire, and purports to have 
belonged to Roger Dowries, in Charles the Second's reign. Strange to 
say, though it has been handed down from tenant to tenant as genuine, he 
discovered it to be a woman's. What new turn this may give to the tragic 
story, it is impossible to say. One of the finest examples of a house of this 
period in Lancashire or Cheshire is Bramhall Hall, near Stockport, the 
residence of Lady Davenport. This has been so admirably delineated by 
Nash, that any description would be useless; but it is so well filled with 
old furniture, and kept so nearly in its original state, that even Nash's 
drawings give only a partial idea of it. The ceilings are enriched with 
plaster; and this is certainly an early specimen, for in many contemporary 
houses we still find oak.

In the reign of Charles I. we do not find so many timbered houses, 
(probably oak trees were becoming scarce,) but bricks and stone were the
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principal materials for construction. Bricks were commonly used in some 
parts of England in the middle of the 14th century. A writer in the 
Archaeological Journal, vol. V., p. 35, doubts, and with some reason, whether 
they were ever entirely disused. There are in some parts of England remains 
of mansions of great antiquity, built entirely of bricks moulded to suit their 
situation, and still retaining their sharp edges very perfectly. In Lanca 
shire and Cheshire we find few, if any, such examples. Sometimes in a 
timbered house, as at Soss Moss, (described at a former meeting by 
Mr. Brooke,*) the spaces between the beams were filled up with brick. At 
that hall, too, there is rather a characteristic stack of chimneys, with dentils, 
formed by projecting bricks angularly under the capping. There are some 
tolerably good remains, at Hale Hut, Bank Hall, and Marple; but 
bricks had not been generally used here till after the reign of Charles I.

It is somewhat singular that stone houses of the early part of the 17th 
century had a strong resemblance to some of Henry the Eigth's time. 
Tranmere Hall, for example, might pass for a considerably older building 
than it is, but for an unmistakable 161-1 over the garden door, and this is 
even much more certain in its character than some. The windows were 
divided as formerly by moulded mullions, and often have a Tudor dripstone. 
As a general rule, however, the lights of Tudor windows were arched; but 
even this is no certain mark, for we sometimes find each kind of window in 
the same building, where they seem to be of equal antiquity. A better 
test is the jamb-moulding which in latter houses has a very Roman cha 
racter, but in the Tudor hardly differs from the jambs of church windows 
of the 15th century.

Before the 18th century set in, dwellings had lost almost all their gothic 
character, and the substitution of sash windows for mullions, stamped the 
house with an entirely different appearance, which has hardly altered to 
the present day. At Lyme Hall, in Cheshire, and Wrightington Hall, 
Lancashire, are some of the earliest specimens of sash windows. Lyme is 
one of the most gorgeous residences in either county. Bold, Croxteth, 
and Bank (Warrington) are somewhat later, but much in the same style. 
The houses of the latter end of the 18th century differed little from

* Proceedings and Papers, vol. T. pp. 12 and 14.
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those of the former. In Hanover Street there are some good examples. 
Foreign architects were frequently employed about this time, and many 
noblemen's seats now standing were built. The architecture is decidedly 
Vitruvian; and some of the buildings have a commanding exterior, but the 
interior enrichments are, for the most part, sea-weedy and stringy.

In attempting to give, in so small a compass, the characteristics of our 
domestic architecture from the Norman conquest, the notice of each building 
has been necessarily very brief. Many of them have histories and peculi 
arities that would occupy us an evening; and numberless others, I have 
been unable to allude to, as Townley, Rufford, and Ince in Lancashire, 
and in Cheshire Garden, West Leigh, &c., &c., all equally deserving 
attention and of great antiquity; preferring to point out the peculiarities 
of each century rather than to swell the list with examples.

At the suggestion of one of our Secretaries I have much pleasure in 
acknowledging, that whatever building I have wished to see, the occupant 
has exhibited civility and even hospitality; so that no gentleman who shall 
feel inclined to examine any old hall for us, has occasion to fear that 
it will be inaccessible.

An intimacy with the past corrects our impressions of the present. When 
we stand within the roofless walls of some ancient mansion, whose halls 
and court-yards are now occupied by rank grass, and whose mullions are 
thickened by moss and lichens we cannot but exclaim, as we recollect that 
this is perhaps the only relic of some once mighty family " Tempora 
mutantur et nos mutamur in illis."

Johnson remarks with great force and beauty " Whatever withdraws us 
from the power of our senses whatever makes the past, the distant, or the 
future predominate over the present, advances us in the dignity of thinking 
beings. * * That man is little to be envied whose patriotism would not 
gain force upon the plains of Marathon, or whose piety would not grow 
warmer among the ruins of lona,"


