The development of marine insurance is closely linked with
the development of overseas trad% Prior to 1552 British
overseas trade was handled by the Hanseatic League in
Northern Europe and the Lombards in the Mediterranean
area. The Company of Merchant Adventurers broke these
monopolies and estab Ished a mone market or Exchange in
1565, offrcra opened g y. Queen Erzabeth Lin 1570.LThe
earliest polic regrstere in"the office of Assurance Is dated
e eryooT b owed s development and i o s por
Iverpool has owed ifs development an Wea ors or
facrIrtrefsrnce Its foundations W%re Iarttpl [ when tgr %
John granted Letters Patent as an rnvrtatron to settle th
new borough and an assyrance that all who took burgage
tenements should ave aII the liberties and free custom of
t e town ? “LyrePuI’” o n used the sheltered tidal freek
base from which to conquer Ireland
Lrverpools trade hegan to expand during the 16t centulu
A tlourishing trade with Ireland and the contrnent shi q
coal, 1ron, salf and soap and Cheshire cheese was garne a
the exgense of Chester and from. 1565 to 1582 Liverpogl was
rnvoIv d in a long course of lifigation before succeedrn? In
repulsing Chester’s claim that it"was ‘merely a creek within
Chesters kurrsdrctron 4 During the srxteenhh and seven-
teenth centuries underwntrn1g was not the specialised
occupation It was to become. The word underwriter derives
from the fact that at ong trme Insurers actually subscribed
their name at the foot of policies evidencing the” contracts to
which_they were bound; In other words “they underwrote
tnemS In” most calses unéterwrrters were also merchants,
ship owners or wealthy tradesmen
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The volume of busrness increased durrn? the ?rxteenth
century and seventeenth centurY and overffowed from the
oyal ‘Exchange to taverns and the new coffee-houses in the
vrcnrt Gradually merchants interested in one partjcular
ling of business “hegan to congregate in one particylar
coffee-nouse, Lloyad’s was just one 0f many such establish-
ment? which grew up n “the courts and ‘alleys round the
Royal Exchange at the begrnnrng of the erPhteenth century.
Bankruptcy was frequent among” underwriers and the gov-
ernment of the day considered” that Chartered companies
would be_in the Dbest_Interest of the trading communrt
Thus on June 22nd 1719/20 charters were grante for the
formation of the Royal Exchange Assurance Corporation
and the London Assurance* Corporatron but written Into
the Act was a clause allowing private underwriting to
continue.6 Public and private m%rrne Insurance busrnefs
extended throughout the ejghteenth century though mainly
on the cargoes carried rather than the vessels he wars
around the end of the en%ur%/ gave the deciive impetus to
marine insurance and t it"0f Isuring ships, especially
In wartime and the organisation of the Insurance ‘market
pecame more cleary defined with its centre at Lloyd’s.
War conditjons bfing temporarg prosperity to marine
insurance and the period 1774 to 1815 was regarded as ‘The
Golden Age of Marine Insurance™
_ It was during this period that private underwrrtrngf began
in Liverpool and the Underwrrters Association was orme
‘There were some marrne un erwrrters |n Liverpool durin
the American Revol utronar%/ War though they ‘were not
numerous body’9 In 1775 there were twelve vessels listed in
Gore’s Liver ooI Directory as trading between London and
Liverpool, Salt cargoes were sent not only to [reland hut
further afield to th BaItrc and American “colonies. Rrvalry
between London Brrst% d the out-ports merease durrng
the wars with France etween 168 9—1713 |verPoo rncre
ased her share of the tobacco market in this perio
hgh demand for certain kinds of Endlrsh goods d the
rketrng relations establrshed to se 0ods were

chiefly résponsible for th e hindin ether of Liverpool
t(?elgs%%w ahd the C esape ¢ Ba gtten(t]ents y comm rclal

As the Dbulk of cargoe 7g8rew 50 te size of
sea- gorng vessels As late as five out of every SIX
vesséls was less than 200 tons’ ]2The development o Iar?er
vesels  and Increasing amount of trade necessitated the
enlargement of port “facilities. An Act of Parliament was
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obtaingd in 1709 B and the new dock was readg by 1715, a
new plerwas added |n 1737 to meet mcreasmg eman s. By
1753" Salthouse oc was needed and a third d Was
authorised in 1762, In. 1800 four basms stood in a row along
the Merser shore whilst the Port of London had only oné
dock at this time. After the American war of Indepen ence
the end of the East India Comp an¥s mono poly in" 1 13 and
the end of the Napoleonic wars in 1815, th etrade of the port
of Liverpool contlnued to expand. From 1800 to 1835
annual tonna e of shlﬁpmg increased from 45,000 to
he dock  dues from  £23, 380 to nearly
2 0 0 1 The va ue_of im orts at leerpoo |n 1834 are
re ute to have been £15.00 The dock dues gald In
1812 amounted to £44 403 and |n 1862 to £379,528. The
number of vessels which entered the port in 1802 was 4,781
with a tonnage of 510,691 in 1862 the vessels numbered
20,289 and tonnage was 4,630,183.,16
The development of the raijways aff?cted both exgorts
and imports t rourgh the port of Liverpool. The first rp sen
%/?r service of an¥ all waP/ Was maugurated from Liverpool to
anchester in 1830 buf th e line Wwas mam%/ built t carr
00ds, It then took twelve ours to move a bulk cargo fro
anchester to leerpoolb rail whlst the | ourne b canal
took two days. The railway network quig rewt cover
the whole country. bringingincreased busmess to the port of
leergool Following the repeal of the corn laws there was a
spectacular rise In” imported %raln ‘for the railway was
S readln% westward In the United States and Canaga and
ports of American wheat rose from 8,000 tons in 1810 tq
75 000 Aons in 1850.17 The import of raw cotton mcreasgd
five fold during the same period.18 These were the condi
tions of frade "and development of the port which gave
kngggéagtlgﬁr the founding "of the Liverpool Underwriters

Liverpool had. provided a market for marine insurance for
uite a time prior to the foundation of the Underwnterg
ssociation in 1802. In the 1750 it was described a
Place where great insurance is fransacted ... on as fa|r a
ooting as in any part of the world”.29 From its inception the
Association has’ covered a wide scope In its operations. Its
objects included the gathering and distribution of intel-
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ligence and information with respect to shipping and. any
ofher news which would be of interest to. underwriters;
representatron of the underwriters’ interests in the promo-
tron of or opposition to Iegrslatron to further the safety of lite

OPro perty at sea; o .Investigate frauds, acfual or
rnten ed, In respect of marme msurance on vessels therr
cargo or freight. It has always been rea to help ‘in_ the
development “of the Irfeboat and the g thoue servrces
safety measures generally, s Fpm% eqisters an grslatron
affecti mg marjne” insurance* also supporte mana/
movements for the advancement of €0 mercral an
sometrmes phr an hroprTc Interests,

first meetin the Underwriters’ Association was
% at the Exchan%e Coft ee Room on ianuary 8th 1802,
The meeting was chaired by My. John Gladstone2) and was
attended by thirty-three members all of them insurance
brokers, underwrrters and merchants of Lrveroool The
Froposals were for new rooms in Exchange Alley rented
rom the Corporation for the ‘use and accommodation of the
Insurance Broker Underwriters and Merchants of this
lace’ 2L Lloyd’s Coffee House In London was taken as a
odel, the rooms were furnished with boxed seats2 and a

warter or master was appointed ‘to attend during hours for
the service of th% subscribers and to prepare coffee, tea and
soup for therr refreshment’.23
d th L 10 Joseph Marryat, a leading underwriter at Lloyd’s
said tha

an underwriter must oossess every s ecres of knowledge requisite for
the broker ... he must be well verse geogra must be informed
of the safety or danger of every port or rdadstead ‘in every part of the
world; of the nature of the navigation to and from every country, and of
the proper season for undertakrn? different voyages. He shoul aIso be
acrduarnted not onIy with the satrons of th% naval forces of his_own

rey I the enemg he should watch the apﬁearance of any
chan in the r lations of all forerg Fowers bg which nis interests may
be aftected, In short, he Is cons ant%/ v%e nis mind and grve
much time and attention 'to the pursuit o which he is engaged. .

To be so well jnformed it is necessary to have access t0
sources of news poth local, national and’ international. From
the ver %rnnrng the A%socratron made arrangements for
the chas of books charts and maps, ‘also” with such
Lon on and countrP/ newsr apers and other Publrcatrons
related to underwri ng navr ation as shall be jud?ed
EroPer "5 Heading the rst of these publications were two

oples of Lloyd's Register Book of Shipping, one copy of The New
Register Book, one copy of Lloyd$ list,"the daily” intelligence
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from Lloyd’s Coffee House.26 At thrs same trme applrcatron
was made to the Postmasters enera rakrlm em to
uffer marrne intelligence addressed to_ the Master of the
Rooms io be exenipt from Fosta e’ 2l Here aarn the
Lrver 00 Association was following  the examB set b

?(/ s in 1734 which was also copied by the Post Office
clerks puplished The Ger]eral
Shl pI g uny Aummeil iui I ne nst ot newspapers 1s 1ong

ntains the local paper of most parts with which
Lrverpool traders, did busmess in 1814 for example the
Journal de Paris and the Bul etm (e Commerce were order d after
the defeat of Napoleon and in 181 ﬁre quest was ma efora
the Oporto Shipping Lists. The gat errn together of
marrne mteIIrgence was one of the jobs of th e master and
ther mterestfe P rties could purchase copres for a fee,
swere urnished wrth lists of sailings from the port of
Liverpool in 1817 for g fee of 20 guineas per annum. In the
fame year the commrtteg ?rrecte that no marine intel-
lgence’ be oommunrcate rom the rooms with'‘out their
consent29 The sel mq of marine intelligence was a major
source of income for the Association, reguests for copies of
the Lrvergool lists were made from all ceptres involved in
the business from GIasoow to London and in 1806 marine
Intelligence. was sold to the Post Office for 10 gurneas a year
The work involved so much of the master’s time rt]/
that it was d?%rded to, mcrease his salary by 100 guineas m
recogmtron or his services.d)

From the formation of the Assocratron steps were taken t0
formulate accurate information of the passage of ships into
and out of Liverpool. In 1802 ‘application was made to the
committee of the Pilots of Liverpoo] to procure from the
master of each hoat as soon as If arrives, a list of the sh rg
that he has hoarded and to ermrt a co[o thereofto be tak n
for use .in the rooms’.3l Lrsts of arrrvas were also
obtained from the boarding surveyors o the Port of Liver-
pool. The surveyor was. also Tequested to survey all
American vessels arriving in the port and ljst their state of
repair and whether thie ad double or smgle decks ang the
state of them. This information Was to be Pt In a register.
In 1815 1t was decided to compile this register in the same
manner as Lloyd’s and in 1853 the Iron Vessel Regrster of
the Assoclation was taken over by Lloyd’s and incorporated
into their lists, By these means the "Association not onIy
collected valuahle nformation for their own use_but also for
the benefit of all who were interested in marine intelligence.
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It must be borne in mind that at this period all methods of
communrcatron were slow and n view of all the positive
step?( take Sy the Assocjation to collect mforma}ron as

uickl possible an ncident relating to a new form of
communrcatron may cause some puzzlement. In 1826 a
Lreutenant Watson %urve yed the poast between Liverpool
and Holyhead, or the purpose of erecting telegraphs for
communcatrng etween the two ports. "A réquest for

support of thiS venture was sou ht from the Underwriters’
Assocjation by the Liverpool Dock Committee but the
Assocratron ‘aid not think |t expedient to give their support
to the J)osed Tel e%rarphrc Communrcatrons 2 In view of
the Association granti g freedom of the rooms {0
Lieutenant Wats n In. 1829 and paying £100 for te ebgra[ph
reports In 1838, the only explanation wou appear to be
frnancral hardships of the .mjd-1820’s which are reflected In
oth er ctions mdthe Assocratron s minutes.

At this erro requests for donations were solicited by
the vicar o the Mariner’s Church and the committee of the
Town Council for a proposed statue. to. the late George
Canning who had served the commercial interests of Lrver
pool so- well as their pa}r lamentary representative. T eg
efused to contrrbllrte to the memorr | hecause ‘the funds of
the Association will not permit the app |catron ot any part of
the same to the above named project’.3 These refusas were
not asfed on an%thrnrlr wrrtten into the ruIes of the A ssocr
ation, for at 0 imes they were onY t00 ready
contribute to worthy causes. In Novem er 805 a resolutron
was proposed to, vote £500 for the erection of a statue to
Lord Nelson, this sum was raised to £/50.3 In 1809 100
gurneas were subscribed to a fung for the erection pf a
tatue to King George 111 on the fiftieth anniversary of his
coronation. I 18153 requisition was laid before a meetrnﬂ
of subscrrbers ‘We the undersrgne request that you wi
take an efarp opportunrtx %a Ing spepral General
Meeting of the Associgtion for the plrpose 0 takrn% Into
consrderatron the tproprrety of app )(rng part of the funds to
the subscrip tron or the Telief of the” sufferers in the late
desperate but glorious conflrcts in the Netherlands’.3 The
General Meeting apreed to confribute £500 to the, subscrrp
tion and in partrcu ar to the relief of the sufferers ‘in the la
|mportant and gorrous Battle of Waterloo™.3

hroughout Napoleonic wars the Association
followed the example of Lloyd’s and made awards to naval
captains for acts of gallantry against the enemy. The first
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fuch award was made |n 1804 to ‘Captain Lu WI Affleck
ate of the ship Juno’, who was given & piece 0 pae to the
value of 20 guineas. The last dwards were made in 1813
when ‘Captain Kirkness of the Queen Charlotte. went out of
the Demarara River in search of American Prlvateers and
rotected into gort ships of the Cork Fleet’.3 The American
rivateers were very pbusy interf erlng with British tradlnrq
essels at this timé for “the two countries were at wa
aptalns Irlam, Kenpan and Howard earned Pleces of plate
Protectln Brltlsh vessels off the Demarara Bar, the
coas o Gu ana an as ar south as the coas of Brazil. ‘Such
raids | ten with the cessation of hostilities in Europe
In 1815, 2 the Underwriters’ Association was corr s
pondlng W|th the Admiralty about piracy n the Spanls
American colonies. Petitions were sent to leerpoo s Par-
|famentary representatlves Geor%e Cannlng, the Secretary
State for Forejgn affairs, and. General” Gascolg ne for
presentation in_the House of Commons. The Ipetl ions
con3|dered tpatn unable to act in her colonies, pi acoy IS a
crime against the maritime worId terefore an untry
could take steps against |rates quoted United States
warship-action ag |nst panish plrates and asked ~for
Frotectlon ‘to which they are justly entitled at the hands of
overnment’.37 It was this” kind of Hressure from
c0 ercnhl mterests that |anuenced Canning’s foreign
policy in t
From its earller days the Association appointed agents to
be their representatives In the many ports where L|ve(§)
merchants ‘traded. The flrst record of an tagBencg ma int-
ment 15 In 1807 when Matthew King of Barba Was
appointed on behalf of the Liverpool Underwrlters 3 In this
respect Liverpool was quick to foIIow the example of Lloyd’s
for in 1805 a strike of boatmen at Deal and the contidual
complaints of extortionate char?es for salvage and other
services led Lloyd’s committee o aﬁtpomt an a ent in the
Downs.30 It is noteworthy that in nuarY the Liy-
erpool Underwriters’ Assomatlon contributed £20 towards
supressing the ‘lllegal comhination of the Deal Boatmen’ 4
The agency system “of the Underwrlters Assomatlon refle%ts
the spread” of‘trade from the port. In the early years o
century most agencies were in the coagtal towns around
coast of Britain or in the West Indies, the end of the
Napleonic wars saw the appomtment of agents in Rot-
terdam and other European ports, T r%;ency system of
Lloyd’s was officially launched in 1811 whe a riew commit-
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tee was empowered to appoint agents, to act for the benefit
of the Underwriters ‘wherever theﬁ ma¥ think proper;. and
that no power of attorney be in future granted by individual
Underwriters’ 4 In 1812 the Liverpool Underwriters
Association resolved ‘that all future appoiptments of agents
to act for the benefit of the Underwrjters should be made b
the committee and that all apﬁ)omtments by . Individud
Underwriters be discontinued’. It was also decided to use
the same agnents as Lloyd s wherever possible.

Durln? e period that John Bennett was secretary at
Lloyd’s there was a very close liaison between Lloyd’s and
the " Liverpool Association. In 1807 a letter was”sent to
Lloyd’s requesting details of the instruction they gave to
their agents in the West Indies and elsewhere, to"deal with
|mspo_5| lons against underwriters and . ship owners whjch
sustained. damage in foreign coquntries, .and suggesting
co-operation between the twd bodies to bring such “imposi-
tions to a stop. Profecutlons were undertaken on behalf of
both bodies when illegal acts were committed on vessels in
which both had a vested interest or when goods were put on
sale n forelgn orts.. Fraudulent and dishonest Pr ctices
were attempted at various ports and at sea by unscrupulous
captaing and shipowners; bales of silk turned” out to be logs
of wood and straw, tubs of butter were tallow: ships were
deliberately wrecked, Part of the agent’s work was to look
after the interests of the underwriters but the underwriters
also protected themselves by makin chan?es and adjust-
ments in the form of policies which would give them a
great,er ,degre? of security. Becau?e,the_re was no rlﬁld
oditication” of maritime law or policies In the nineteenth
century 1t was possible to introduce such alterations as were
necessary with  the minimum of delay. In 1816 a special
general meeting was called of,the_leergooI nderwriters éo
revise the present moge ofadfustlng P rélal 0S5€S 0n goods
landed In America’. The meeting reSolved that

we will not in future settle Averages on Goods upon the principle of
Abandon{nent and that tr%e following documents be required from the
ASSUFr’$gte(s)tr the purpose ot making u8 the averages:

2] Survey of stowage on hoard the vessel. o .

3)  Survey on shore within ten days from the landing with affidavits of
hat such qoo s woulg s%ll for In“cash If undamaged: Such survey and

a&prmsmen to_be mdade_ h/two comgetent persgns, upconnected with

the surveyors, for reduction of duty and assisted by the agent for the

Association and. to give the actual selllng price ‘in cash,43lwithout

reference to the invoice or any other document.
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4) Custom House certificates of return duties.
5 Account of sales certifie

It was resolved unanimously to direct the committee to take such
rneasu&es as they deemed “expedient to bring; the resolution into

Qne thousand copies of these resolutions were printed and
distributed amoH merchants o Inform them of the
gr_ocedure in sych, matters, Although these recommend-
tions. were made in reqard, to American trade they were
also invoked In the Mediterranean area when Turther
doubtfu] practices were dgcovered there. It was resolved
that a further clause should be inserted Into aII policies of
goods to the Mediterranean ‘that in case of Average the
urveys must be srlgned by the Agents of Lloyd’s at the port
disch argD e’ These are only “two examples of the co-
eratron etween Lloyd’s and Liverpool "In introducing
rt%es ng cles to St?ﬂ fraudylent practices that were
not the, best Interests of underwriters.
ther |rre[qular|t|es were drsc?vered and the As&ocratron
100 steF 0 Dbring about so utions that would reflect
favoura Hn the Merchants, Shi ownersdan Underwriters
ﬁ verpool. In 1821 a letter was received from Bennett of
Lloy sre erring to

verK irreqular and |mRroger Froceedrn s in regard to srgnrng the Bills
ading, The Bremen Advertiser (6.6.1821) |s ull of artcles of Publrc
Sales of 0005 onunderwriting accounts the greater ar four
last cargoes from Liverpool has” been c?mg %e of dam (t] oods but
for which under the Fresent écarcrtx reig ts the Masters have been
compelled to srgn Bills of Ladin good order and well con nroned
One’ cargo consisted of Buenos A res Hides, the Propnetor of which
declared that 360 of(shem were ama%e hut w en e%/ were examrned
in Bremen |t was discovered that were damaged
seawafer Th e] Cases were investigated and yrosecutrons taken where
nreg arrtres ad occurred, one of the owner of the goods In question
a] were insured ‘warranted free from Average’ and
thgrlerta% e thought It unnecessary to state the damage in the Bill of

Besides taking such an active interest in the national and
international business, the Liverpool Association was par-
ticularly active in local affairs concerning port facilities and
safety in the river Mersey, the harbour and the docks. One
of the first a%ts of the 18?2 committee was t% pﬂornt a
surve or of ose vessels leaving the ?rt The ‘surveyor
would be required to go to any port or place to survey ana
superintend the care of ships“and goods, which might be
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?tranded or put in with Pama e. In 1815 it was decided tg
orm a Regirster Book o essels coming nto Liverpool
upon the plan of Lloyd’s, in 1821 records Were kept of the
standard of chaip cables and i 1831 a Green Registery
Book was started to note all vessels that nad their chain
cables teste ahnew testing_machine mstalled at thg
gravrnq docks by the Liverpool™Dock Trustees. It the nee
rose the surveyor could be called upon to superintend
repairs and from 1806 he was requested to attend the
several gravrn% docks and.make monthl reports ‘of the
ships which are under repair, occasroned b§ accrdent or
damage they may have sustained’

In "1808 the ASsocjation. helped estabhsh a third life- boat
at the Magazine in Liverpool harbour and in
Provrsrons were made ‘to assist vessels |n drstress in t
iver Mersey for the better Preservatron of both shi s an
cargoes "4 In the same year it was proposed to burld depot
for cables and anchors ut |nstead it was decided to use the
moneg/ to obtain a vessel for the same gurpose ang [‘f]

kee er 10 gurneaé a year.. In 1811 re ommendatrons

moorin to’ chains be laid down in the rrver
Mersey " |n suc situations as to_enable vessels in the district
to avall themselves of that assistance9 were made to the
Dock Trustees rﬁ)ro lems of navrgatron lights, buo
and the cearance oft e shr ping channels all apﬁear In t e
Association’s minutes, the were concerned at t F number
of vegsels running aground onto sandbanks when leaving or
entering the port of Liverpool and saw the need to use bqu
placed ‘on some of the banks and to marks the ch annes n
1821 their concern about the stones along the shore from
Knotts Hole to Otterpoo| was reﬂorted to, the Dock Trustees

and these were removed ‘without delay’. In 1812 a resol-
utron was assed ‘that we are unanimously of the opinion
that oatrnﬁ] ight at the northwest buo Y would be an
2 vanta ¢ to the port of Liverpool and that the Irrght at Port
Linas mrg ispensed with’.50 The need for a second
I| ht vessel |n the port of Liverpogl was considered so

portant that in 1816 the Association were prepared to
Ioan £1,500 to the Tru?tees of Liverpool Docks for the
i o DL U ORI s

jatl
added? the new church about to be built o thepnorthwyar S
of the town to act as a seamark and facilitate the entrance
departure of ships In this channel’5. When the New

York Line of Packet ships gave notice of Its intention to
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hoist two lights both while at sea and .in the channel, the
Association “made it objections public. They wrote to
Tripity House and Bennett at Logds to rnform them of
their obectrons for te Assoclation consr ered that ‘in
fonse uen%e of 'the number of Lreg %es and roatrng
r [ to apprenende

hts 'In the channeI great dan?
from mistakes whro %/ arise from the Packefs showing
lights, particularly rom their frequent recurrence’ %

The "Association also co-operated with Trinity House rn
supporting. and giving financial aid to the erectron of
houses which would be of benefit tg the traders o Lrvef
for the safekeeping of their vessels. In ned
£1,000 towar s the erectron of a Irghthouse on the Calf of
Man and gporte the erection 0f others from Bala on
Solway to. Cole Rock near Holyhead hut when asked for
their oprnron of the use of a light at Trevose Head near
Padstow, the Association considered that this would have
no advanta%e for Liverpool trade aIthou?h they had ‘an

agent in Pa %ow S0 presumably Liverpoo shr[) traded rn

at area._ When in 1835 a request for aid owards te
erection of a_lighthouse on St John’s Point, Dun rum a%/
was made, it WflS refused ecau% the subject of Li
Houses in general was being brought before Parljament’,

I the work of the lightholse i to prevent accidents at sea,
that of the Iife boats 15 to rescue those involved in unayoid-
able accidents. From its inception in 1802 the Underwriters’
Association encouraged the development and support of
this necessary service to a seagnorn? communrt%
helped to finance the purchase ofboafs, from Bar outh rn
Wales to Southport rn Lﬁncas ire, eg rﬁ]ar nnual
retainer to boats at Hoylake, Formby, Southport an Dou-
glas in the [sle-of-Man. A reward was drven everg/trme these
oats went out and when men were drowngd in this
hazardous _work, relief was grven to their widows and
orphans This .was in keeping with the aternalistic
approach to social welfare which” was prevalent during the
nineteenth centyry. The Association also contributed to the
building of newly designed lifeboats and_towards any other
‘invention which’ can Be put into effect, for saving mariners
and. ships in  distress, in this_port’® When fhe ‘Royal
National Institution for the Preservation of Lives from
Fhrpwr?ck wag_formed the Association donated £21 and
ater a turther £50.

Once a ship was wrecked or had rup aground the prob-
lems were then of plunder which has always been a peril to
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mariners. Action was taken through the courts and inter-
national bodies to punish plundergrs but the local magrs
trates were not awa as Co- operatrve as, they cotr have
peen; those, In Nort ale§ nee eFt grrectrve rom 3
Secretary of State at t e ome Office before they woul
aprehend offenders.% Plund errnlr:r was reported " to the
Association from Key West in Florida or Ballyteague in
western Ireland, to North Wales and Cheshire close to
ome Because of the wreck rnfq nd&rlunderrnr%r that  took
R/Iace aonq the Cheshrre coast, the Assoclatio agpornted
Laird 1o apply to the Treasury for a coast quard on this
stretch of coastIrne Besides prosecutrn? offenders |t waé
also necessar\z to drscov%r the ‘causes of the %h Rwrecks an
to ascertain whether such improvements might not be made
In the construction, equrpment angd navigation of merchant
vessels as would_greatly diminish the anrual loss of [ife and
Erorﬁ Y at sea.% The House of Commops set up a Select
mrtee o rnvestr ate t IS matte‘r and the Chairman. of
Association %gese Important information
towards forwarding the object mrght be communicated from
thesg ooms’ .5l
Association often made representatron ho Parliament
and t e Town Council over issues 1nvo vrno their interests.
Some of these have already been noted but There are others.
e port facilities are of great importance to the trading
rnteresdts of Liverpool and a5 any dock constr ction can onl
be undertaken with government approval, there are man
references i the Minutes of the Association with regard to
Dock Bills, for it was during the early years of the century
after the Assocratrons foundation that’so much work was
gone on the Lrverﬁoo dock s stem Safety measuresI had to
e incorporated Into any suc One” clayse which the
Assocratron requested be added to a propgsed Dock Act In
1830 was to ‘prohibit the clandestine shipment of Oil of
Vitriol ‘and Aqua Fortis® in ships or vessels takrng in
car oes In this port’® The_association worked n Close
peration with the Dock Trustees on many matters, In
1821 rran%ements wre made_ for ‘shades’ shedsl to e
erected round the Dock to facilitate the loading of vessels In
bad weather and_ the preservation of goods, "but when In
8 the Town Councrl contemplated erectrng warehouses
around the Docks, the chairman of the Associdtion wrote to
the may or to brin to hrs attentron the dangers of fire risks
In ware 0USes an g Im to_bear thiS in mind when
further contemplatrng e erection of warehouses; he
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%uoted the danger to vessels at Waterloo Dock when fire
roke out In Robert Street. On several occasions the
Association were only hoo pleased fo support ?ny Retm?_n_to
Parliament to have” the stamp dugy _rﬁJa}/abe on policies
rebpealed for like all others involved in the business thgy
objected to this form of taxation but when in_1827, Lloyd’s
Committee agaln applied to the Lords of the Treasury for a
repeal._of the duties on  Marine Insurance Policies, the
Association ‘did not think 1t expedient to press tne
consideration of this subject on Her Majesty’s GQvernment
at present’60 For the Country was at™ thiS period goin

through a trade depression and there was unrest amongs
the pgor, so government finances could not be expected to
consider a reduction In taxation.

In 1810 when the Select Committee was, considering the
establlshmgnt of further msurancT companies, most of the
Prlvate underwriters feared that all the Bood risks would be
aken by these new companies, leaving only the bad risks for
the private sector of the business, A hough all the spokes-
men from the private sect?r of the buSiness were from
Lloyd’s in London the same tears were also telt in_Liverpool.
‘The Underwriters of Liverpool, having taken [into] their
most _serious consideration, the present irreqular, and
alarming state of their trade, owing chiefly to the inage-
ahuate rate of the Premiums of Insurance, and being sensible
that the establishment of some system, which may have for
Its object the mutyal safety and protection of the interests of
the Assured and the Und€rwriter, has become necessarY, by
an_equitable arranPement of such fair rates, as shall be
universally acknowledged.’tl These fears proved %roundless
when the’ Companies ‘were formed after 1824, the Prlvate
sector of the business remained ang prosPered especially In
London. Throughout the nineteenth century the Liverpool
market grew and the Association altered to accommodate
these changes. Eventually the Underwriters formed them-
selves into”s) ndlcatfs_ arid_when the Companies beﬁ;an to
aggear In_Liverpool in 1865 they were accepted until b
1885 the Association became a répresentative’ of Company
interests and the Liverpogl market has remained a Com-
Rany market_ever since. This evolytion of the Association
as not diminished its worth for It has always provided
necessary services to the local, national and. international
market. “In_ 1857 the Underwriters’ Association helped to
form the Liverpool Salvage Association which still operates
today, the Iron Vessel Register has already been mentioned
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hut even today the Association’s statistics on marine casual-
ties are considered the most comprehensrve |ssued62 The
newspapers and periodicals whrc are necessan){ for th e job
of underwriting ‘are still provr hut the most mod ern
Innovations aré also used, the taBg ng of the teleprinter
forms a background noise to the blsingss of the day in the
Underwriters room where business is carried on as usual.
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