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T he developm ent of m arine insurance is closely linked with 
the developm ent o f overseas trade. Prior to 1552 B ritish 
overseas trade was handled  by the H anseatic  League in 
N orthern  E urope and the L om bards in the M editerranean  
area. T he C om pany of M erchan t A dventurers broke these 
m onopolies and established a m oney m arket or Exchange in 
1565, officially opened by Q ueen  E lizabeth  1 in 1570.1 T he 
earliest policy registered in the office o f A ssurance is dated  
February  15th 1613/14.2

Liverpool has owed its developm ent and w ealth  to its port 
facilities since its foundations were laid in 1207 w hen K ing 
Jo h n  g ran ted  L etters P aten t as an invitation ‘to settle the 
new borough and an assurance th a t all who took burgage 
tenem ents should have all the liberties and free custom  of 
the town of “L yrpu l” ’.3 Jo h n  used the sheltered tidal creek 
(The Pool) as a base from w hich to conquer Ire land . 
L iverpool’s trade  began to expand during  the 16th century. 
A flourishing trade  with Ire land  and  the continent, shipping 
coal, iron, salt and soap and C heshire cheese was gained at 
the expense o f C hester and from  1565 to 1582 Liverpool was 
involved in a long course of litigation before succeeding in 
repulsing C heste r’s claim  th a t it was ‘m erely a creek w ithin 
C hester’s ju risd ic tio n ’.4 D uring the sixteenth and seven­
teenth  centuries underw riting  was not the specialised 
occupation it was to become. T he  word underw riter derives 
from the fact th a t a t one tim e insurers actually  subscribed 
their nam e a t the foot of policies evidencing the contracts to 
w hich they were bound; in o ther words they underw rote 
them .5 In  m ost cases underw riters were also m erchants, 
ship owners or w ealthy tradesm en.
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T he volum e o f business increased during  the sixteenth 
century  and seventeenth century  and overflowed from the 
Royal Exchange to taverns and the new coffee-houses in the 
vicinity. G radually  m erchants in terested  in one particu la r 
line of business began to congregate in one particu lar 
coffee-house, L loyd’s was ju s t one of m any such establish­
m ents w hich grew up in the courts and alleys round the 
Royal Exchange a t the beginning o f the eighteenth century. 
B ankruptcy  was frequent am ong underw riters and the gov­
ernm ent o f the day considered th a t C hartered  com panies 
would be in the best in terest of the trad ing  com m unity. 
T hus on Ju n e  22nd 1719/20 charters were g ran ted  for the 
form ation of the Royal Exchange A ssurance C orporation  
and the London Assurance* C orporation , bu t w ritten  into 
the Act was a clause allowing private underw riting  to 
continue.6 Public and private  m arine insurance business 
extended th roughou t the eighteenth century  though m ainly 
on the cargoes carried  ra th e r than  the vessels. ‘T he  wars 
around the end of the century  gave the decisive im petus to 
m arine insurance and the hab it of insuring ships, especially 
in w artim e and the organisation  o f the insurance m arket 
becam e m ore clearly defined w ith its centre a t L loyd’s.7 
“W ar conditions bring  tem porary  prosperity  to m arine 
insurance and the period 1774 to 1815 was regarded as ‘T he 
Golden Age o f M arine In su ran ce’” .8

It was during  this period th a t p rivate underw riting  began 
in Liverpool and the U nderw riters A ssociation was formed: 
‘T here were some m arine underw riters in Liverpool during  
the A m erican R evolutionary W ar though they were not a 
num erous body’.9 In  1775 there were twelve vessels listed in 
G ore’s Liverpool Directory as trad ing  between L ondon and 
Liverpool. Salt cargoes were sent not only to Ire land  bu t 
further afield to the B altic and A m erican colonies. R ivalry 
between L ondon, Bristol and the out-ports increased during  
the wars w ith France between 1689—1713. Liverpool incre­
ased her share of the tobacco m arket in this p eriod .10 T he 
high dem and for certain  kinds o f English goods, and the 
m arketing relations established to sell these goods were 
chiefly responsible for the b inding together o f Liverpool, 
Glasgow and the C hesapeke Bay settlem ents by com m ercial 
ties.1 As the bulk of cargoes grew so did the size of 
sea-going vessels. ‘As late as 1788 five out of every six 
vessels was less than  200 tons’.12 T he developm ent of larger 
vesels and increasing am oun t o f trade  necessitated the 
enlargem ent o f port facilities. An Act o f P arliam ent was
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obtained in 1709,13 and the new dock was ready by 1715, a 
new pier was added  in 1737 to m eet increasing dem ands. By 
1753 Salthouse dock was needed and a th ird  dock was 
authorised  in 1762. In  1800 four basins stood in a row along 
the M ersey shore whilst the Port of London had only one 
dock at this time. After the A m erican w ar of Independence, 
the end of the E ast Ind ia  C om pany’s m onopoly in 1813 and 
the end of the N apoleonic wars in 1815, the trade  o f the port 
of Liverpool continued to expand. ‘From  1800 to 1835 the 
annual tonnage of sh ipping increased from 45,000 to 
1,768,426 and the dock dues from £23,380 to nearly 
£200,000’.14 T he value of im ports a t L iverpool in 1834 are 
reputed  to have been £15,000,000.15 ‘T he dock dues paid  in 
1812 am ounted  to £44,403 and in 1862 to £379,528. T he 
num ber o f vessels w hich entered the port in 1802 was 4,781 
w ith a tonnage o f 510,691, in 1862 the vessels num bered  
20,289 and tonnage was 4,630,183.,16

T he developm ent o f the railways affected both exports 
and im ports th rough the port of Liverpool. T he first passen­
ger service o f any railw ay was inaugurated  from Liverpool to 
M anchester in 1830 bu t the line was m ainly built to carry  
goods. I t then took twelve hours to move a bulk cargo from 
M anchester to Liverpool by rail whilst the jo u rn ey  by canal 
took two days. T he railw ay network quickly grew to cover 
the whole country  bringing increased business to the port of 
Liverpool. Following the repeal o f the corn laws there was a 
spectacular rise in im ported  grain  ‘for the railw ay was 
spreading w estw ard in the U n ited  States and C an ad a  and 
im ports o f A m erican w heat rose from 8,000 tons in 1810 to 
75,000 tons in 1850.17 T he im port of raw  cotton increased 
five fold during  the sam e p eriod .18 T hese were the condi­
tions of trade  and developm ent of the port w hich gave 
im petus for the founding o f the Liverpool U nderw riters 
Association.

II
Liverpool had provided a m arket for m arine insurance for 

quite a tim e prior to the foundation of the U n d erw rite rs’ 
Association in 1802. In  the 1750’s it was described as ‘a 
place where great insurance is transacted  . . .  on as fair a 
footing as in any p art of the w orld ’.19 From  its inception  the 
Association has covered a wide scope in its operations. Its 
objects included the gathering  and d istribu tion  o f in te l­
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ligence and inform ation w ith respect to sh ipping and any 
other news w hich w ould be of in terest to underw riters; 
representation  o f the underw riters’ in terests in the prom o­
tion of or opposition to legislation to further the safety of life 
and property  a t sea; to investigate frauds, actual or 
in tended, in respect of m arine insurance on vessels, their 
cargo or freight. I t  has always been ready to help in the 
developm ent of the lifeboat and the lighthouse services, 
safety m easures generally, sh ipping registers and legislation 
affecting m arine insurance* I t has also supported  m any 
m ovem ents for the advancem ent of com m ercial and 
som etim es philan throp ic  interests.

T he  first m eeting o f the U n d erw rite rs’ Association was 
held a t the Exchange Coffee Room  on Ja n u a ry  8th 1802. 
T he m eeting was chaired by M r. Jo h n  G ladstone20 and  was 
a ttended  by th irty -th ree m em bers, all of them  insurance 
brokers, underw riters and m erchants o f Liverpool. T he 
proposals were for new room s in Exchange Alley rented 
from the C orporation  for the ‘use and accom m odation o f the 
Insu rance Broker, U nderw riters and M erchants o f this 
p lace’.21 L loyd’s Coffee H ouse in L ondon was taken as a 
m odel, the rooms were furnished w ith boxed seats22 and a 
w aiter or m aster was appoin ted  ‘to a ttend  during  hours for 
the service of the subscribers and to prepare  coffee, tea and 
soup for their refreshm ent’.23

In  1810 Jo seph  M arryat, a leading underw riter at L loyd’s 
said that:

an underw riter m ust possess every species of knowledge requisite for 
the broker . . .  he m ust be well versed in geography; m ust be inform ed 
of the safety or danger o f every port or roadstead in every p a rt of the 
world; of the na tu re  of the navigation to and from every country, and of 
the proper season for undertaking different voyages. He should also be 
acquain ted , not only w ith the stations o f the naval forces of his own 
country and of the enemy; he should w atch the ap pearance o f any 
change in the relations o f all foreign powers, by which his interests may 
be affected, and, in short, he is constantly to devote his m ind and give 
m uch time and attention  to the pursu it on which he is engaged. . . .

T o be so well inform ed it is necessary to have access to 
sources of news both  local, national and in ternational. From  
the very beginning the Association m ade arrangem ents for 
the purchase of books, charts and m aps, ‘also w ith such 
London and country  [new sjpapers and o ther publications 
related to underw riting  and  navigation as shall be judged  
p ro p er’.25 H ead ing  the list of these publications were two 
copies of Lloyd’s Register Book o f  Shipping, one copy of The New  
Register Book, one copy o f Lloyd’s list, the daily intelligence
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from L loyd’s Coffee H ouse.26 A t this sam e tim e application 
was m ade to the Postm asters G eneral, ‘praying them  to 
suffer m arine intelligence addressed to the M aster of the 
Rooms to be exem pt from postage’.27 H ere again the 
Liverpool Association was following the exam ple set by 
L loyd’s in 1734 which was also copied by the Post Office
Shipping unu ^u m m eiL iu i  i  ne nst of new spapers is long
and contains the local paper o f m ost ports w ith which 
L iverpool traders did business, in 1814 for exam ple the 
Journal de Paris and the Bulletin de Commerce were ordered after 
the defeat o f N apoleon and in 1818 a request was m ade for a 
copy o f the Oporto Shipping Lists. T he  gathering  together of 
m arine intelligence was one of the jobs o f the m aster and 
o ther in terested  parties could purchase copies for a fee, 
L loyd’s were furnished w ith lists of sailings from  the port of 
L iverpool in 1817 for a fee of 20 guineas per annum . In  the 
sam e year the com m ittee d irected  th a t no m arine in te l­
ligence be com m unicated  from the room s with'but their 
consent.29 T he  selling o f m arine intelligence was a m ajor 
source of incom e for the A ssociation, requests for copies of 
the Liverpool lists were m ade from  all centres involved in 
the business from Glasgow to L ondon and in 1806 m arine 
intelligence was sold to the Post Office for 10 guineas a year. 
T he work involved so m uch of the m aster’s tim e by 1806 
th a t it was decided to increase his salary by 100 guineas in 
recognition of his services.30

From  the form ation o f the A ssociation steps were taken to 
form ulate accurate  inform ation o f the passage of ships into 
and out o f Liverpool. In  1802 ‘application  was m ade to the 
com m ittee of the Pilots o f L iverpool to procure from the 
m aster o f each boat as soon as it arrives, a list of the ships 
th a t he has boarded  and to perm it a copy thereof to be taken 
for use in the room s’.31 Lists o f daily arrivals were also 
obtained  from  the board ing  surveyors of the Port o f L iver­
pool. T he  surveyor was also requested  to survey all 
A m erican vessels arriving in the p ort and list the ir state  of 
repair and w hether they had double or single decks and the 
sta te  o f them . T his inform ation was to be kept in a register. 
In  1815 it was decided to com pile this register in the sam e 
m anner as L loyd’s and in 1853 the Iron  Vessel R egister of 
the A ssociation was taken over by L loyd’s and incorporated  
into their lists. By these m eans the Association not only 
collected valuable inform ation for their own use bu t also for 
the benefit o f all who were in terested  in m arine intelligence.

clerks published The General
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I t m ust be borne in m ind th a t a t this period all m ethods of 
com m unication were slow and in view of all the positive 
steps taken by the A ssociation to collect inform ation as 
quickly as possible an incident relating  to a new form of 
com m unication m ay cause some puzzlem ent. In  1826 a 
L ieu tenant W atson  surveyed the coast betw een Liverpool 
and H olyhead, for the purpose o f erecting telegraphs for 
com m unicating  betw een the two ports. A request for 
support o f this venture was sought from  the U n d erw rite rs’ 
Association by the Liverpool Dock C om m ittee b u t the 
Association ‘did not th ink it expedient to give their support 
to the proposed T elegraphic  C om m unications’.32 In  view of 
the Association g ran ting  the freedom  of the room s to 
L ieu tenant W atson  in 1829 and  paying £100 for telegraph 
reports in 1838, the only explanation  would ap pear to be the 
financial hardships of the m id-1820’s w hich are reflected in 
other actions in the A ssociation’s m inutes.

A t this period, requests for donations were solicited by 
the vicar of the M arin e r’s C hurch  and  the com m ittee of the 
Tow n C ouncil for a proposed sta tue  to the late George 
C anning  who had served the com m ercial interests o f L iver­
pool so well as their parliam entary  representative. T hey 
refused to contribu te  to the m em orial because ‘the funds of 
the Association will not perm it the application  o f any p a rt of 
the sam e to the above nam ed pro ject’.33 T hese refusals were 
not based on anything  w ritten  into  the rules of the Associ­
ation, for at o ther tim es they were only too ready to 
contribu te  to w orthy causes. In  N ovem ber 1805 a resolution 
was proposed to vote £500 for the erection o f a sta tue  to 
Lord Nelson, this sum  was raised to £7 50.34 In  1809 100 
guineas were subscribed to a fund for the erection of a 
sta tue to K ing  George I I I  on the fiftieth anniversary  of his 
coronation. In  1815 a requisition was laid before a m eeting 
of subscribers, ‘W e the undersigned request th a t you will 
take an  early opportunity  of calling a special G eneral 
M eeting of the A ssociation for the purpose o f taking into 
consideration the propriety  of applying p a rt of the funds to 
the subscrip tion  for the relief of the sufferers in the late 
desperate b u t glorious conflicts in the N etherlands’.35 T he 
G eneral M eeting agreed to contribu te  £500 to the subscrip­
tion and in p articu la r to the relief o f the sufferers ‘in the late 
im portan t and glorious B attle of W aterloo’.36

T h roughou t the N apoleonic wars the Association 
followed the exam ple o f L loyd’s and m ade aw ards to naval 
captains for acts o f gallan try  against the enemy. T he  first
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such aw ard was m ade in 1804 to ‘C ap ta in  Ludw ig Affleck 
late of the ship Ju n o ’, who was given a piece o f p late to the 
value of 20 guineas. T he last aw ards were m ade in 1813 
when ‘C ap ta in  K irkness o f the Q ueen C harlo tte  w ent out of 
the D em arara  R iver in search o f A m erican Privateers and 
protected into port ships of the C ork F leet’.36 T he A m erican 
privateers were very busy interfering w ith  B ritish trad ing  
vessels at this tim e for the two countries were a t war. 
C aptains Irlam , K ennan  and H ow ard  earned  pieces of p late 
for protecting  B ritish vessels off the D em arara  Bar, the 
coast of G uyana and as far south as the coast of Brazil. Such 
raids did  not end w ith the cessation o f hostilities in Europe 
in 1815. In  1822 the U n d erw rite rs’ Association was corres­
ponding w ith the A dm iralty  abou t p iracy in the Spanish 
A m erican colonies. Petitions were sent to L iverpool’s P a r­
liam entary  representatives, George C ann ing , the Secretary 
of S tate for Foreign affairs, and  G eneral Gascoigne, for 
presentation  in the H ouse o f C om m ons. T he  petitions 
considered ‘Spain unable to act in her colonies, p iracy is a 
crim e against the m aritim e world, therefore any country  
could take steps against p ira tes’. I t  quoted  U n ited  States 
w arsh ip -action  against Spanish p irates and asked for 
protection ‘to which they are ju stly  en titled  a t the hands of 
the governm ent’.37 I t was this kind o f pressure from 
com m ercial interests th a t influenced C an n in g ’s foreign 
policy in the 1820s.

From  its earlier days the A ssociation appo in ted  agents to 
be their representatives in the m any ports w here Liverpool 
m erchants traded. T he  first record of an agency ap p o in t­
m ent is in 1807 when M atthew  K ing of B arbados was 
appointed  on behalf o f the Liverpool U nderw rite rs .38 In  this 
respect L iverpool was quick to follow the exam ple o f L loyd’s 
for in 1805 a strike o f boatm en at Deal and  the continual 
com plaints o f ex tortionate charges for salvage and  other 
services led L loyd’s com m ittee to appo in t an agent in the 
Downs.39 I t  is notew orthy th a t in Ja n u a ry  1820 the Liv­
erpool U n d erw rite rs’ A ssociation contribu ted  £20 tow ards 
supressing the ‘Illegal com bination  of the Deal B oatm en’.40 
T he agency system  of the U n d erw rite rs’ Association reflects 
the spread of trade  from the port. In  the early years o f the 
century m ost agencies were in the coastal towns around  the 
coast of B ritain  or in the W est Indies, the end o f the 
Napleonic wars saw the appo in tm en t of agents in R ot­
terdam  and other E uropean  ports. T he  agency system  of 
L loyd’s was officially launched  in 1811 w hen a new com m it­
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tee was em pow ered to appo in t agents, to act for the benefit 
of the U nderw riters ‘w herever they m ay think proper; and 
th a t no pow er o f a tto rney  be in future g ran ted  by individual 
U nderw rite rs’.41 In  1812 the Liverpool U n d erw rite rs’ 
Association resolved ‘th a t all future appo in tm ents of agents 
to act for the benefit of the U nderw riters should be m ade by 
the com m ittee and th a t all appo in tm ents by individual 
U nderw riters be d iscon tinued’. I t  was also decided to use 
the sam e agents as L loyd’s w herever possible.

D uring  the period th a t Jo h n  B ennett was secretary at 
L loyd’s there was a very close liaison between L loyd’s and 
the Liverpool Association. In  1807 a le tter was sent to 
Lloyd’s requesting  details o f the instruction  they gave to 
their agents in the W est Indies and elsewhere, to deal w ith 
im positions against underw riters and ship owners which 
sustained dam age in foreign countries, and suggesting 
co-operation betw een the two bodies to b ring  such im posi­
tions to a stop. Prosecutions were undertaken  on behalf of 
both bodies when illegal acts were com m itted on vessels in 
which both had a vested in terest or when goods were p u t on 
sale in foreign ports. F rau d u len t and d ishonest practices 
were a ttem p ted  a t various ports and at sea by unscrupulous 
cap tains and shipowners; bales of silk tu rned  out to be logs 
of wood and straw , tubs of b u tte r were tallow; ships were 
deliberately  wrecked. P art o f the ag en t’s work was to look 
after the in terests o f the underw riters b u t the underw riters 
also protected  them selves by m aking changes and ad ju st­
m ents in the form of policies which would give them  a 
g rea ter degree of security. Because there was no rigid 
codification of m aritim e law or policies in the n ineteenth  
century  it was possible to in troduce such alterations as were 
necessary w ith the m inim um  of delay. In  1816 a special 
general m eeting was called of the Liverpool U nderw riters to 
‘revise the present m ode o f adjusting  partia l losses on goods 
landed in A m erica’. T he m eeting resolved th a t

we will not in future settle Averages on Goods upon the principle of 
A bandonm ent and that the following docum ents be required from the 
Assured for the purpose of m aking up the averages:
1) Protest.
2) Survey o f stowage on board  the vessel.
3) Survey on shore w ithin ten days from the landing w ith affidavits of 
w hat such goods would sell for in cash if  undam aged. Such survey and 
appraism ent to be m ade by two com petent persons, unconnected with 
the surveyors, for reduction o f duty  and assisted by the agent for the 
Association and to give the actual selling price in cash,431 w ithout 
reference to the invoice or any other docum ent.
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4) C ustom  House certificates of re turn  duties.
5) Account of sales certified.
It was resolved unanim ously to direct the com m ittee to take such 
m easures as they deem ed expedient to brine; the resolution into 
effect.44

O ne thousand  copies of these resolutions were p rin ted  and 
d istribu ted  am ong m erchants to inform  them  of the 
procedure in such m atters. A lthough these recom m end­
ations were m ade in regard  to A m erican trade  they were 
also invoked in the M ed iterranean  area w hen further 
doubtful practices were discovered there. I t  was resolved 
th a t a fu rther clause should be inserted into ‘all policies of 
goods to the M ed iterranean  ‘th a t in case of Average the 
surveys m ust be signed by the Agents o f L loyd’s at the port 
o f d ischarge’.45 These are only two exam ples of the co­
operation  betw een L loyd’s and Liverpool in in troducing 
changes in policies to stop fraudu len t practices th a t were 
not in the best in terests o f underw riters.

O th er irregularities were discovered and the Association 
took steps to bring abou t solutions th a t would reflect 
favourably on the M erchants, Shipow ners and U nderw riters 
of Liverpool. In  1821 a le tter was received from B ennett of 
L loyd’s referring to

very irregular and im proper proceedings in regard  to signing the Bills 
of Lading. T he Bremen Advertiser (6.6.1821) is full of articles o f Public 
Sales of Goods on underw riting  accounts, the greater pa rt o f the four 
last cargoes from Liverpool has been composed of dam aged goods, but 
for which under the present scarcity of freights the M asters have been 
compelled to sign Bills o f Lading ‘in good order and  well conditioned’. 
O ne cargo consisted o f Buenos Ayres Hides, the proprieto r of which 
declared tha t 360 o f them  were dam aged but when they were exam ined 
in Brem en it was discovered th a t only 8 or 10 were dam aged by 
seaw ater. T he cases were investigated and prosecutions taken where 
irregularities had occurred, one of the owners of the goods in question 
stated  that they were insured ‘w arran ted  free from Average’ and 
therefore he thought it unnecessary to sta te  the dam age in the Bill of 
Lading.46

Besides taking such an active in terest in the national and 
in ternational business, the Liverpool A ssociation was p a r­
ticularly  active in local affairs concerning port facilities and 
safety in the river M ersey, the h a rb o u r and the docks. O ne 
of the first acts of the 1802 com m ittee was to appo in t a 
surveyor o f those vessels leaving the port. T he  surveyor 
would be required  to go to any port or place to survey and 
superin tend  the care of ships and goods, which m ight be
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stranded  or pu t in with dam age. In  1815 it was decided to 
form a Register Book o f all vessels com ing into Liverpool 
upon the plan  of L loyd’s, in 1821 records were kept of the 
standard  o f chain cables and in 1831 a G reen Registery 
Book was started  to note all vessels th a t had their chain 
cables tested on a new testing m achine installed a t the 
graving docks by the Liverpool Dock T rustees. I f  the need 
arose the surveyor could be called upon to superin tend  
repairs and from 1806 he was requested to a ttend  the 
several graving docks and m ake m onthly reports ‘of the 
ships which are under repair occasioned by any accident or 
dam age they m ay have susta ined ’.47

In  1808 the Association helped establish a th ird  life-boat 
at the M agazine in Liverpool harb o u r and in 1810 
provisions were m ade ‘to assist vessels in distress in the 
river M ersey for the better preservation  of both ships and 
cargoes’.48 In  the sam e year it was proposed to build  a depot 
for cables and anchors bu t instead it was decided to use the 
m oney to obtain  a vessel for the sam e purpose and to pay 
the keeper 10 guineas a year. In  1811 recom m endations th a t 
m ooring buoys fixed to chains be laid dow n in the river 
M ersey ‘in such situations as to enable vessels in the d istrict 
to avail them selves of th a t assistance’49 were m ade to the 
Dock Trustees. T he  problem s of navigation lights, buoys 
and the clearance of the shipping channels all ap pear in the 
A ssociation’s m inutes, they were concerned at the num ber 
of vessels runn ing  aground  onto sandbanks when leaving or 
entering the port of L iverpool and saw the need to use buoys 
placed on some of the banks and to m arks the channels. In  
1821 their concern abou t the stones along the shore from 
K notts Hole to O tterpool was reported  to the Dock Trustees 
and these were rem oved ‘w ithout delay’. In  1812 a resol­
ution was passed ‘th a t we are unanim ously  of the opinion 
th a t a floating light at the northw est buoy would be an 
advantage to the port of L iverpool and th a t the light at Port 
Linas m ight be dispensed w ith ’.50 T he need for a second 
light vessel in the port o f L iverpool was considered so 
im portan t th a t in 1816 the Association were p repared  to 
loan £1,500 to the T rustees of Liverpool Docks for the 
project. In  1821 a letter from the Pilots’ C om m ittee reques­
ted support from the A ssociation th a t ‘a steeple m ay be 
added to the new church  abou t to be built to the northw ards 
of the town to act as a seam ark and facilitate the en trance 
and departu re  of ships in this channel’.51 W hen the New 
York Line of Packet ships gave notice of its in tention  to
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hoist two lights both while a t sea and in the channel, the 
Association m ade its objections public. T hey w rote to 
T rin ity  H ouse and B ennett at L loyd’s to inform  them  of 
their objections, for the Association considered th a t ‘in 
consequence of the num ber of L ights houses and floating 
lights in the channel, g reat danger is to be apprehended  
from m istakes which m ay arise from the Packets showing 
lights, particularly  from their frequent recurrence’.52

T he Association also co-operated with T rin ity  H ouse in 
supporting  and giving financial aid to the erection of light 
houses which would be of benefit to the traders o f Liverpool 
for the safekeeping o f their vessels. In  1815 they loaned 
£1,000 tow ards the erection of a lighthouse on the C a lf  of 
M an and supported  the erection o f others from Bala on 
Solway to Cole Rock near H olyhead bu t w hen asked for 
their opinion of the use of a light a t T revose H ead  near 
Padstow , the Association considered th a t this would have 
no advantage for Liverpool trade  although they had an 
agent in Padstow , so presum ably  Liverpool sh ip ^  traded  in 
th a t area. W hen in 1835 a request for aid tow ards the 
erection of a lighthouse on St. J o h n ’s Point, D u n dru m  Bay, 
was m ade, it was refused because ‘the subject of L ight 
Houses in general was being b rought before P arliam en t’.

I f  the work o f the lighthouse is to prevent accidents a t sea, 
th a t o f the life boats is to rescue those involved in unavo id ­
able accidents. From  its inception in 1802 the U n d erw rite rs’ 
Association encouraged the developm ent and su p p ort of 
this necessary service to a seagoing com m unity . T hey  
helped to finance the purchase o f boats, from  B arm outh  in 
W ales to Southport in L ancashire. T hey  paid  an annual 
re ta iner to boats a t Hoylake, Form by, Sou thport and D ou­
glas in the Isle-of-M an. A rew ard was given everytim e these 
boats went out and when m en were drow ned in this 
hazardous work, relief was given to their widows and 
orphans. This was in keeping w ith  the paternalistic  
approach  to social welfare which was prevalent during  the 
nineteenth  century. T he Association also contribu ted  to the 
building of newly designed lifeboats and tow ards any o ther 
‘invention w hich can be p u t into effect, for saving m ariners 
and ships in distress in this p o rt’.54 W hen the ‘Royal 
N ational Institu tion  for the Preservation o f Lives from 
Shipw reck’ was form ed the Association donated  £21 and 
la ter a further £50.

O nce a ship was wrecked or had run  aground  the p ro b ­
lems were then o f p lunder which has always been a peril to
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m ariners. A ction was taken th rough  the courts and in te r­
national bodies to punish  p lunderers b u t the local m agis­
trates were not always as co-operative as they could have 
been; those in N orth  Wale§ needed a directive from  the 
Secretary of S tate at the H om e Office before they would 
aprehend offenders.55 P lundering  was reported  to the 
Association from Key W est in F lorida or Ballyteague in 
w estern Ire land , to N orth  W ales and C heshire close to 
hom e. Because o f the w recking and p lundering  th a t took 
place along the C heshire coast, the A ssociation appoin ted  
M r. L aird  to apply to the T reasu ry  for a coast guard  on this 
stretch  of coastline. Besides prosecuting  offenders it was 
also necessary to discover the causes o f the shipwrecks and 
to ascerta in  w hether such im provem ents m ight not be m ade 
in the construction, equipm ent and  navigation  o f m erchant 
vessels, as w ould greatly  d im inish the annual loss o f life and 
p roperty  a t sea.56 T he H ouse of C om m ons set up a Select 
C om m ittee to investigate this m atte r and the C hairm an  of 
the A ssociation suggested th a t ‘im p o rtan t inform ation 
tow ards forw arding the object m ight be com m unicated  from 
these R oom s’.57

T he A ssociation often m ade representation  to Parliam ent 
and the T ow n C ouncil over issues involving their interests. 
Some of these have already  been noted bu t there are others. 
T he  port facilities are o f great im portance to the trad ing  
in terests o f Liverpool and as any dock construction  can only 
be undertaken  w ith governm ent approval, there are m any 
references in the M inutes o f the Association w ith regard  to 
Dock Bills, for it was during  the early years of the century 
after the A ssociation’s foundation  th a t so m uch work was 
done on the Liverpool dock system . Safety m easures had to 
be incorporated  into any such Bill. O ne clause w hich the 
Association requested  be added  to a proposed Dock Act in 
1830 was to ‘p roh ib it the clandestine sh ipm ent of O il of 
V itriol and A qua Fortis58 in ships or vessels taking in 
cargoes in this p o rt’.59 T h e  association worked in close 
co-operation w ith the Dock T rustees on m any m atters, in 
1821 arrangem ents wre m ade for ‘shades’ [sheds] to be 
erected round the Dock to facilitate the loading o f vessels in 
bad w eather and the preservation  of goods, bu t w hen in 
1838 the Tow n C ouncil contem plated  erecting warehouses 
around  the Docks, the chairm an  o f the A ssociation w rote to 
the m ayor to bring  to his a tten tion  the dangers of fire risks 
in warehouses and begged him  to bear this in m ind when 
further contem plating  the erection o f w arehouses; he
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quoted the danger to vessels at W aterloo  Dock w hen fire 
broke out in R obert Street. O n several occasions the 
Association were only too pleased to support any petition to 
Parliam ent to have the stam p duty  payable on policies 
repealed for like all o thers involved in the business they 
objected to this form  of taxation  bu t w hen in 1827, L loyd’s 
C om m ittee again applied to the Lords of the T reasu ry  for a 
repeal o f the duties on M arine Insu rance Policies, the 
A ssociation ‘did not th ink it expedient to press the 
consideration of this subject on H er M ajesty’s G overnm ent 
at p resen t’.60 For the country  was a t this period going 
th rough a trade  depression and there was unrest am ongst 
the poor, so governm ent finances could not be expected to 
consider a reduction  in taxation.

In  1810 w hen the Select C om m ittee was considering the 
establishm ent of further insurance com panies, m ost of the 
private  underw riters feared th a t all the good risks would be 
taken by these new com panies, leaving only the bad risks for 
the private  sector o f the business. A lthough all the spokes­
men from the private sector of the business were from 
Lloyd’s in L ondon the sam e fears were also felt in Liverpool. 
‘T he  U nderw riters o f Liverpool, having taken [into] their 
m ost serious consideration, the present irregular, and 
a larm ing  state o f their trade, owing chiefly to the inade­
q uate  ra te  o f the Prem ium s o f Insurance, and being sensible 
th a t the establishm ent o f some system , w hich m ay have for 
its object the m utual safety and pro tection  of the interests of 
the Assured and the U nderw riter, has becom e necessary, by 
an equitable arrangem ent o f such fair rates, as shall be 
universally acknow ledged.’61 T hese fears proved groundless 
w hen the C om panies were form ed after 1824, the private 
sector of the business rem ained and prospered especially in 
L ondon. T h roughou t the n ineteenth  century  the Liverpool 
m arket grew and the A ssociation altered to accom m odate 
these changes. Eventually  the U nderw riters form ed them ­
selves into  syndicates and w hen the C om panies began to 
ap pear in Liverpool in 1865 they were accepted until by 
1885 the A ssociation becam e a representative o f C om pany 
interests and the Liverpool m arket has rem ained a C om ­
pany m arket ever since. T h is evolution of the Association 
has not d im inished its w orth  for it has always provided 
necessary services to the local, na tional and in ternational 
m arket. In  1857 the U n d erw rite rs’ Association helped to 
form the Liverpool Salvage A ssociation w hich still operates 
today, the Iron  Vessel R egister has already been m entioned
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bu t even today the A ssociation’s statistics on m arine casual­
ties are considered the m ost com prehensive issued.62 T he 
new spapers and periodicals w hich are necessary for the job  
of underw riting  are still provided bu t the m ost m odern 
innovations are also used, the tapp ing  of the teleprin ter 
forms a background noise to the business o f the day in the 
U nderw riters room  w here business is carried  on as usual.
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