
HISTORIC SOCIETY

LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIEE.

SESSION 1. MAY 3rd, 1849. No. 9.

The Ninth Meeting of the Society was held in the Board Koom of the 
Collegiate Institution, Liverpool, on, Thursday, May 3rd, 1849.

RICHARD BEOOKE, ESQ., F.S.A., in the Chair.

The Ballot having been taken for the following Gentlemen, they were 
declared to he duly elected Members of the Society: 

Anderson, Thomas Francis, Holly Lodge, Fairfield, Liverpool.
Brooke, Henry, The Grange, Northwich.
Garnett, William James, Bleasdale Tower, Garstang.
Hay, John, Parkfield Cottage, Birkenhead.
Jones, Morris Charles, 15, Bedford Street North, Liverpool.
Kendrick, James, M. D., Warrington.
Pierpoint, Benjamin, Warrington.
Robson John, Warriugton.
Shute, Robert, 28, Bedford Street North, Liverpool.

The following Presents to the Society were announced: 

1. BOOKS. The Statistical Register, from the Author, Pliny Miles, 
Esq., of New York. Letters from the Committees in several Counties, to 
the Speaker, (Lenthall) of the House of Commons, 1642; from Lord 
Skelmersdale. Antiquites Celtiques et Antediluviennes, 1 vol., and a 
Treatise on the Creation and Progression of Beings; from M. Boucher de 
Perthes. The Roscoe Magazine, No. 3; from the Editors. Antiquarian 
Articles, being cuttings from the Manchester Guardian; from John 
Harland, Esq.

2. MANUSCBIPTS. Memoir of the late Henry Blundell, Esq., of Ince, 
in a series of letters from the late Mr. Roscoe to Lord Skelmersdale ; from 
Lord Skelmersdale. The Roll of the Court Baron of the Hundred of 
Wirrall, with the names of the suitors and jurors, and a list of the penalties 
inflicted, 1744; from W. W. Mortimer, Esq.
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3. ILLUSTRATIONS. An Ancient Map and view of Liverpool; from G. 
H. Emerson, Esq. Drawings of Lydiate Hall, Hallsall Church, with 
several drawings of details from that edifice, Aughton Church Spire and 
Tower, &c.; from Alfred Rimmer, Esq.

The following articles were forwarded for exhibition: 

A. Dagger of the Godfrey Club, founded to commemorate the assassina 
tion of Sir Edmondsbury Godfrey, in 1678, by W. W. Mortimer, Esq. 
The papers collected relative to Liverpool, by the late Mr. Underbill, 
several volumes ; these formed the basis of the Guide to Liverpool, edited 
by Mr. Stonehouse; by Joseph Mayer, Esq. A pair of Shoes worn about 
1760; by Joseph Mayer, Esq. The Seal of the Abbey of St. John, Chester.

Dr. Hume read a letter from Mr. P. Miles, inviting a correspondence 
with the Historical Society of New York, of which he is a member, and 
proposing an interchange of publications. This Society expressed its 
approval of these suggestions.

The following papers were then read: 

I. DESCRIPTION OF THE OLD CHTJKCH OF WILMSLOW, IN CHESHIRE, 
AMD ITS MONUMENTS.

By Richard Brooke, Esq., F.S.A.

The country town, or village of Wilmslow, is in the hundred of 
Macclesfield, in Cheshire; and before the introduction of railways, the 
great mail coach road from Manchester to Birmingham, passed through it. 
It is not a market town, but has some little trade, and possesses the 
advantage of being one of the stations of the Manchester and Birmingham 
Eailway, which passes close to it; and it is pleasantly situated on the 
south bank of the river Bollin, which there flows through a picturesque 
and beautiful valley.

The parish of Wilmslow, (anciently called Le Bolyn,) contains four 
townships, Bollin Fee which comprehends the hamlets of Bollin cum 
Norcliffe, Hough, and Dean Eow; Pownall Fee, which comprehends the 
hamlets of Morley and Styal; Chorley also comprehended in the manor 
Pownall Fee ; and Fulshaw.

Wilmslow in strictness, singularly enough, consists exclusively of a parish 
Church, with its churchyard, and of the small plot of land now covered 
with buildings, near the Church; but nearly the whole of the town is built 
in the hamlets of Hough and Dean Eow.
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The Church is dedicated to St. Bartholomew, and is of dark coloured 
stone, built close to the river, and consequently it derives no advantage 
from situation or position. The tower is ornamented with battlements 
and pinnacles, and has a peal of six bells, and both the tower and the 
Church are of the Gothic style of architecture, (though with some modern 
alterations,) and the Church has evidently been rebuilt and considerably 
altered, at various periods, one of the latest of which must have been 
not long prior to the Reformation; and it has a clerestory, and rood loft, 
which are often seen in country Churches built at a period anterior to that 
event. The nave of the Church is spacious, and on each side of part of it, 
as well as in the chancel, the arches are lofty and pointed, supported by 
octangular pillars; both the arches and pillars are disfigured by being 
smeared with paint in very bad taste, by some village painter, who intended 
to represent marble ; and which has a tendency to make us exclaim with 
Lord Avondale, in the drama of the School for Reform " enough to drive 
an antiquary mad." The pulpit has some rather handsome carved work, of 
a style which was common in the time of Elizabeth or James the First.

On each side of the chancel is an oratory or chapel. These chapels are 
separated from the altar by a projecting wing-wall, and also from the body 
of the chancel, by portions of an oaken screen, much mutilated; but the 
portions which remain are sufficient to shew that it has been handsome ; 
and on the south side some small Tudor roses are yet visible in many 
parts, and a continuation of the woodwork much defaced, extends under 
the rood loft, so as to separate or define the boundary between the chancel 
and the nave.

The chapel on the south side of the chancel, is called the Booth chapel, 
and sometimes the Earl of Stamford's chapel; the present Earl of 
Stamford is a descendant of the Booths, and now possesses considerable 
property in and near Wilmslow, which had belonged to them. It contains 
a massive raised tomb, evidently of very great antiquity, built against the 
wall on the south side, which bears a strong resemblance to an altar ; the 
inscription, if it ever contained any, is now quite obliterated. A grave 
stone near it commemorates the " fifth son of S. William Booth of 
" Dunham Massey, who departed this life the 28th day of March, 1630." 
So the date appeared to me, but there is some difficulty in deciding upon
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the two last figures of it, because the wood-work of a partition nearly covers 
them. Adjoining to it is another gravestone, much defaced, to the 
memory of Lady Elizabeth Booth, who died 14th June, ] 636. It appears 
from a statement of donations painted up in another part of the Church, 
that this lady benevolently left a sum of money, for the distribution of 
twelve loaves of bread weekly, to poor aged persons, in Wilmslow, a dole 
which is still kept up.

In this chapel, close to the left side of the door, on entering from the 
churchyard, is an ancient pew, with carved panels at the back, which has 
formerly been considered handsome, on one of which are carved the 
following initials and date: 

SGBB 
1557

Probably meant for Sir George Booth, of Bollin; because at one period, 
the Booths resided at Bollin Hall, near Wilmslow, which was, after many 
mutations and alterations, reduced to the rank of a farm-house, and was 
pulled down when the railway was made; the farm however still belongs to 
their descendant, the Earl of Stamford.

The chapel or oratory, on the north side of the chancel and altar, is 
called the Pownall Chapel, and on its east window are four scrolls, in stained 
glass, each containing the words " Ego autem in Drio gaudebo." On the 
north side of the chapel is a piscina, built into the wall; and on the south 
side, on the floor, close to the projecting wing-wall, separating it from the 
altar, is a gravestone, evidently of very great antiquity, with a singularly 
shaped cross carved upon it, the ends of the arms of which are sloped off, 
instead of being carved square, and the inscription is almost illegible, 
except that on each side of the cross, there are yet to be seen the initials 
J. H. S. in the old characters.

At the east end of the chancel is a large and very handsome altar window, 
of the Gothic style; and on the outside immediately above it, is a carved 
shield of arms, containing " the Griffin segreant," the armorial bearing of 
the Traffords. In the projecting wall on the north side of the altar, is a 
small square open space, like a cupboard, apparently intended in former 
ages, to serve the purpose of a credence table, and for placing there the ves 
sels and articles used in the .celebration of the Mass.
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The roof of the Church is very handsome, of oak, the cross beams heing 
elaborately carved, and in various places in the roof, the initial letters 
" H. T." appear in the ancient character, doubtless intended for Henry 
Trafford, the last Hector of Wilmslow before the overthrow of the Papal 
supremacy, and the first of the Keformed Religion,, if the Keformation can 
strictly be said to have been established during the life-time of that 
capricious and eccentric tyrant, Henry the Eighth. I shall have occasion 
to say more of this ecclesiastic hereafter. There are also several shields of 
arms painted on the beams, containing "the Griffin segreant," they furnish 
additional proofs, that a large portion of the Church, and probably the roof, 
were rebuilt or renovated just before the Reformation. Amongst other 
ornaments on the roof, an etoile or star, appears painted in several places 
where the beams intersect each other, and as the ancient family of Hand- 
ford, of Handford, in the adjoining parish of Cheadle, bore the etoile or 
star in their arms, it may be that the ornament has been introduced from 
that circumstance; but as the stars are not painted on shields, like armorial 
bearings, but in circles, that fact rather weakens the inference.

The font is massive, and quite devoid of ornament, and bears the 
appearance of great antiquity. At the west end of the Church is an arch, 
which appears to have formerly opened into the belfry of the tower. It is 
an exact segment of a circle, but as it has not the slightest appearance of 
the zig-zag, or dog's tooth, or any other of the ornaments, so generally met 
with on Nraman arches, I am of opinion that it may be of a comparatively 
modern date, and was perhaps erected when a portion of the Church and 
its tower were rebuilt or altered, not long before the Reformation. This 
idea receives some degree of countenance from the circumstance, that on 
the south-west corner of the outside of the tower, is a niche, with its carved 
canopy, which formerly contained an image; and it is said that the image 
was that of the Virgin Mary. The Church porch, which fronts the south, 
has been handsome, and much ornamented, but is now considerably defaced, 
and over the porch entrance is a handsomely carved niche with its canopy, 
which is said to have contained an image of St. Bartholomew, the Tutelary 
Saint of the Church; but at present in lieu of the old saint, the niche is 
disfigured by an unsightly slab, or piece of stone, of a different color to the 
rest of the stone-work near it, let into the niche with an inscription, com"
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municating the important fact that certain good men were churchwardens, 
some thirty or forty years ago. I never see such an instance of ignorance, 
bad taste and absurdity, without thinking of a passage written in some 
work of imagination (it may be one of Goldsmith's for aught I know), 
which I read when a boy, mentioning an inscription of this nature, in some 
such terms as these, " Repaired and beautified, by Samuel Smear and 
Daniel Daub, Churchwardens." The fact of the existence on the old walls 
of an old Church, of niches, which contain, or formerly contained images, 
is a sufficient proof that they must have been erected, at least before the 
Keformation.

'On the south side of the nave of the Church, is a Chapel, projecting into 
the Churchyard, called the Hawthorn Chapel, which, in the last century 
but one, belonged to the Leghs, of Hawthorn Hall, near Wilmslow, (a 
junior branch,) and the arms of Legh, of East Hall, in High Legh, 
" argent a Lion rampant gardant gules," with a crescent for difference, 
and also the crest of that family appear painted over an arch which 
connects it with the Church. Those arms, with the crest of the 
Leghs also, in stained glass, are in the window of the Chapel. This 
Chapel appears from the style of its window to have been rebuilt 
or altered, since the general prevalence of the Gothic style; but as 
some remains of inscriptions, in ancient characters, have been dis" 
covered on its walls, the inference is, that it is an old Chapel rebuilt 
or much altered. Hawthorn Hall, and the estate belonging to it, after 
wards came from the Leghs to the family of Page, who were the proprietors 
of it, and resided there a considerable part of the eighteenth century, and at 
last sold it to a person named Bower, and it is now used as a School. It 
is about half a mile from Wilmslow, and is an antique brick mansion, with 
large gables, and a small cupola, and much resembles the style of mansions 
which were in fashion during the reign of William the Third, said to have 
been adopted from the Dutch. The same armorial bearings before men 
tioned of the Leghs, with the crescent for difference, appear over the 
principal entrances, on the north and south fronts of the mansion; and on 
the lead spouts are the initials of one of the Leghs, J. L., and the date 
1698; which probably may also give us a hint of the date of the rebuilding 
the Chapel.
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In my observations on Wilmslow Church, I ought not to omit mention 
ing, that in the Church yard, at the east end, is an ancient gravestone, 
with the date 1596 ; and on the north side of the Church is another of the 
same date, inscribed with the name " Phe. Dale." "Why should we not 
here notice the grave of a brave man, a native of Styal, in the parish of 
Wilmslow, who did honor to Cheshire, and to his regiment ? Near the 
south side of the chancel is a raised tomb, to the memory of Captain John 
Worrall, son of Henry and Mary Worrall, of Styal, " who departed this 
" life September 28th, 1760, aged 77, he served 50 years in his Majesties 
" Eegiment of Carbineers, and carried and brought off with honor, the 
" standard, at the memorable battle of Malplaquet. His gallant behaviour 
" as a soldier, and his private virtue as a member of society, gained him 
" the esteem of every brave and honest man."

Under the altar is an underground chapel, or sacristy, which at one 
time was unworthily used as a bone-house, and when I visited it in January- 
last, it was a place of deposit for bricks and rubbish, but I am glad to hear 
that they have since been removed. With some difficulty I entered it from 
the churchyard, by an opening, which exists under the large altar window. 
It is not vaulted with stone, as might have been expected, but the wooden 
floor near the altar forms its roof. Three sedilia in the Gothic style, are 
formed in the wall, in front of the opening, and the centre one has an 
inclined groove on each side, cut into the stone, which rather conveys the 
impression, as if a temporary desk for reading, had formerly been some- 
tunes fixed up there. It is lighted by loop-holes opening into the church 
yard ; and on the south side is a narrow winding stair-case, of which many 
of the steps remain, which, at one time gave access to it from the altar, but 
the communication is now built up. At the bottom of the steps is a Gothic 
arch, and the stair-case was lighted by a loop-hole, which still remains.

The following is a list of the names of the various Eectors of Wilmslow, 
from 1339: *

1339 2 Septr.
Hugo Ktton. 
Thomas de Chatterton. 
Thomas Ffrost.

* Vol. III. Omierod's Cheshire, p. 311,
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Galfridus Boseley. 
Willielmus de Bothe. 
Georgius Eadcliffe. 
Galfridus Boseley. 
Georgius Radcliffe. 
Bicardus Eadcliffe. 
Eadulphus Davenport 
Kobertus Broke. 
Henry Trafford, D.D.* 
Henry Ryle. 
Henry Trafford. 
William Massie, B.D. 
Thomas Wright. 
John Brereton. 
Thomas Wright. 
Peter Ledsham. 
Francis Mosley. 
John Usherwood, A.M. 
Joshua Wakefield. 
Henry Moore, D.D. 
Edward Beresford, A.M. 
Croxton Johnson, LL.B. 
Joseph Bradshaw, A.M.

The Eev. John Matthias Turner, D.D., afterwards Bishop of Calcutta, 
succeeded to the Eectory about 1823, an interval having elapsed subsequent 
to the death of Mr Bradshaw, about 1820, during which the living was in 
sequestration.

The present Eector is the Rev. William Brownlow, M.A., who succeeded 
the Eev. Dr. Turner, in 1829.

1412

1418

1419 
1425
1456
1500 
1522
1537
1542
1591 
1610 
1654
1660
1661
1673
1699 
1705
1713
17TO
1787 
1814

28 April

26 Julii

11 Septr. 
20 Octr.

13 Feby. 
ante
circa

30 Septr. 
27 Aug. 
12 Dec. ante

28 Nov.
16 Feb.
24 Aug. 
9 Dec.
21 Nov.
4 March
16 April
28 March

  " Henry Trafford, D.D., built the chancel ] 522, and made the tomb north of the 
communion rails. He was a younger brother of the Traffords of Trafford Park: Eeg: " 
See Vol. III. Ormerod's Cheshire, p. 311, note P. Is it possible that we are intended 
by the above passage to understand, that he made the tomb on the north side of the 
communion rails, in anticipation of his own death ?
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Whilst describing Wilmslow Church, notwithstanding I fearlessly avow 
myself a zealous Protestant, and Member of the Church of England, 
without any kind of leaning towards the Church of Borne, and without even 
admiration of her ceremonies or rites, I feel myself called upon as an act 
of common justice to our Roman Catholic predecessors, to mention that I 
have remarked both in Wilmslow Church, and in various other ancient 
Churches erected before the Reformation, that they appear better calculated 
forbearing, or in other words, for.the transmission of sound, than more 
modern Churches ; yet we might suppose that the large arches and massive 
pillars in the former, would militate against that effect. It may be that 
the Architects of an age gone by, understood the science of Acoustics, 
better than those of our time, and I throw out the suggestion, (without 
giving any confident opinion) whether the pillars, arches, and carved oak 
roof, may not have the effect of preventing the too great number of pulses, 
or repetitions of sound in a given time, by returns from the walls, on the 
principle that, although the human voice in a large room, quite devoid of 
furniture, carpets, curtains, or   a crowded assembly, will often produce a 
confused and indistinct echo, yet the resonance of the room becomes 
diminished, and the reverberation of sound becomes less, and consequently 
we can sometimes hear better, when the speaker is delivering his address 
in the room, when properly furnished, and containing a number of auditors. 
I may also add that there is not any place of worship where I am more 
impressed (if so much) with feelings of devotion, than when attending 
divine service in this and other ancient Churches erected before the 
Reformation; whether those feelings may arise from the reflection forcing 
itself upon the mind, that generations after generations of our fellow 
creatures have worshipped there, and died since the walls of the sacred 
edifice were erected; or whether the massive walls, pillars, arches and 
Gothic windows, naturally produce a certain degree of solemnity or serious 
ness on the mind, I cannot say: I can only speak to the effect which I 
have mentioned, be the cause what it may.

There is a very ancient chest in the vestry in which are contained the 
parish books; it is said to be 500 years old. It is formed out of one solid 
block of oak, nearly 4 feet by 5 feet on the square, and three feet deep* 
and it has a lock of great antiquity,

On the north side of the altar, and erected as a continuation of the
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wing-wall before mentioned, is a very remarkable and perfect monument. 
On an altar tomb, and in flowing ecclesiastical robes, lies the size of life, 
the effigy of Henry Trafford, who was Hector of Wilmslow both whilst the 
Eoman Catholic religion was predominant here, and after the overthrow of 
the Papal supremacy. He obtained the living at least as early as 1622, 
and died in 1537, and the figure is interesting as combining, so to speak, 
the badges of both the old and Eeformed religions. The head has the 
tonsure or shaven crown, but it rests upon a large clasped book evidently 
intended for a bible; a combination which I do not recollect having ever 
seen in any other monument. On the leaves of the bible, parts of a short 
inscription are visible, but I was not able to read more than the words " ut 
non," which are not very legible. Bound the four upper edges of the 
tomb is the following inscription, which unfortunately is not cut, but 
painted on the stone, and though now legible, it is by no means certain 
that it will long continue so. " Hie jacet corp' Mr. Henri'ci Treffort sacre 
theologie doctor lice'ciat quo'd ca'celarii metropolit' eccl'ie Ebor et Rector, 
de Holto psn Rector etia' eccl'ie de Siglisthorn, [etia'*] i'ti 'eccl'ie qui obiit 
primo die me's augusti arm' D'ni MCCCCCXXXVII cuj ai'e o'ipote's De' sit 
ppti."

In English the inscription reads thus: 

Here lies the body of Mr. Henry Trafford, a doctor in divinity, formerly 
surrogate of the chancellor of the metropolitan church of York, and rector 
of Halton, parson and rector of the Church of Sigglisthorne, also of this 
Church, who died on the first day of the month of August, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand five hundred and thirty-seven; to whose soul be 
the Almighty God merciful.

In Lysons' Mag. Brit.t it is stated that on the side of this tomb are

* This is given in Ormerod's Cheshire, as the word " et." It certainly is not so on 
the monument; but the word though scarcely legible, seemed to me to be a contraction 
for the word " etiam." There are one or two other particulars iu which the inscription 
given by Ormerod is not quite accurate. A portion of a large pillar at the head of the 
tomb appears to have been cut away as if to admit a part of the tomb.

' f Cheshire, page 451.
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painted an emaciated body, and scrolls, with inscriptions in text hand. I 
however, could not discover any trace of them, and probably they have 
been for some time defaced.

In the reign of Henry the Fifth, the advowson of Wilmslow came to 
the family of Trafford, and now belongs to Sir T. J,. De Trafford.

In the north wall of the Pownall Chapel before mentioned, are two obtuse 
arches with crockets and foliage; one containing a tomb, on which rests 
the fig'ure of a man in flowing robes, his head resting between two tuns or 
casks, with a scroll on his body containing the word "Neuton." The 
adjoining one contains a tomb, on which rests the figure of a female, in a 
flowing robe, and with her head resting on a garb, or sheaf of corn, and 
she has a purse or pouch attached to her girdle. Both tombs have fronts 
ornamented with remains of carved work and shields, but they are so much 
in die dark, by the construction of the seats and the valances in the pews, 
that even with a candle, which the sexton brought to me, I could not 
discover any armorial bearings. The pew adjoining the tomb, which has 
the figure of the man, was not long ago used by the residents of Pownall 
Hall, near Wilmslow, which formerly belonged to an ancient family named 
Fitton, afterwards to another named Pownall, and after passing through 
many hands, was purchased by Mr. John Worrall, in 1817, and was again 
sold some eighteen or nineteen years ago to a gentleman much respected 
and well known to many of the Members of this Society, James Pownall,. 
Esq., of Liverpool, who resided there for some time after his purchase.

It is well known what a proneness exisited during the middle ages to 
making punning rebuses, even in sacred buildings, and if the male figure 
be intended for the effigy of Humphrey Newton after mentioned, I cannot 
discover a reason for the head of that figure being placed or fitted between 
two tuns or casks, which appears intended as a rebus, or figurative enigma 
on the word Fit-ton, and has no kind of allusion to the word Newton. I do 
not mean to hazard any opinion as to the time when the word "Neuton" 
was inscribed on it, but if it were originally inscribed there, I cannot see the 
application of the punning rebus to the name Newton. I could not find the 
slightest trace of any inscription, except that, on either of the monuments; 
but, we are informed on the authority of Ormerod,* that on the man's tomb

» Vol. III. Ormerod's Cheshire, p. 311.

J
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was formerly the following inscription, " Orate pro Humphrido Neuton de 
Pownall, Armigero, et Elena, uxore ejus, et fil. hered. Tho. Fitton, et 
Cecilie ux. ejus qui obiit AD. MCCCCC." A modern inscription in stained 
glass also commemorating Humphrey Newton and Ellen, his wife, has 
been recently placed in the window above the tomb, and the imitation of 
the ancient character, and the general effect, are in much better taste than 
most modern imitations of old inscriptions.

In the chancel in the front of the altar, is a gravestone with Brasses 
representing a male and female, Sir Robert Booth, Knight, of Bollin and 
Dunham, and Douce, his wife, with the right hand of the former clasping 
that of the ktter. This Sir Kobert Booth is said* to have been slain at 
the battle of Blore Heath, in the wars of York and Lancaster, and there 
is every reason to believe the statement, which is corroborated in a very 
remarkable manner, by the fact that the battle was fought on St. Tecle's 
day, 1459, which saint's day is mentioned in the inscription on the brass, 
as the day of his death.

The following is a copy of the inscription given by Ormerod,f "Hie 
jacent corpus Eoberti del' Bothe, Militis, quondam d'ni de Bolyn, Thorneton, 
et Dunh'm qui obiit in festo see Tecle Virginia anno Domini mill'mo 
CCCCLXi et corpus Dulcw itx'is d'ci Rob'ti del Bothe que obiit in cas- 
trino s'cte be'e Virginis anno Domini mill'mo CCCC qiiinquagesimo tercio 
quorum tmimabits p'p' tietur Dem. Amen."

» Vol. III. Ormerod's Cheshire, p. 311. 

t Vol. III. Ormerod's Cheshire, p. 311.

| Although Ormerod mentions the date OB the tomh as 1460,1 found it impossible' 
to ascertain whether that had ever been the case, because the last two letters of that 
part of the brass which contained the date, are missing. The date of the battle is 
given in 5 Eot. Parl. 88th Henry 6, p. 348, (a very high authority,) as Sunday next 
after the feast of St. Matthew, the Apostle, in the 38th year of Henry 6th, which was 
in 1459. In Hollinsbed's Chronicles, it is stated, to have been fought on the day of 
St. Tecle, 23rd September, 1459; and in Hall's and in Grafton's Chronicles St. Tecle's 
day is also mentioned to have been the day of the battle; and in Baker's Chronicles 
and Stow's Annals, though the month and day are not named, 1459 is given as the> 
year in which it was fought; Carte the Historian also gives the date as Sunday the. 

23rd September, 1459, which is correct.
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Some parts of the inscription have been purloined or lost, and some 
portions are preserved in the vestiy, and a small part still remains affixed 
to the stone ; but if the inscription given in Ormerod has been correct, one 
or two fragments which probably got loose, have been injudiciously rivetted 
on, in recent times, in wrong places. Immediately following the part of 
the date relating to the husband, " mill'mo CCCC," the pieces of brass con 
taining the words " quinquagesimo tercio, quorum anirnabus p'p' tietur 
Deus Amen," have been rivetted on in a wrong place, and so far fyom 
having any relation to the death of the husband, clearly allude to the death 
of the wife in 1453, and conclude with the prayer, so common in those 
times for the souls of both of them.

Such portions of the inscription as I could ascertain, from a careful 
inspection, both of the parts of the inscription and brass fixed to the stone, 
and of the parts which are loose, are marked in Italics in the, above copy 
of the inscription.*

The brass has originally had a handsome Gothic canopy over each figure, 
but at present one portion, that over the husband, is missing. He is 
represented without a helmet, and bareheaded; and in the armour of that 
age, but without gauntlets, (which indeed would have been a little incon 
gruous, as he is clasping the hand of his wife,) and with a plated gorget, 
and rather remarkable pauldrons ; his feet rest upon a greyhound, and near 
them, is a shield of four quarters, of which the dexter chief only can be 
deciphered, which represents a lion passant, gardant. The wif« is repre 
sented in a loose robe, with her hair flowing, and without any kind of 
head dress, except a narrow fillet or band, on which precious stones appear 
to have been represented, and at her feet is a small dog; over her head is 
a shield also of the same materials, on which is a bend with three garbs. 
A similar coat of arms appears on the wood-work attached to a seat situate 
very near the grave, carved boldly, and evidently at a remote period back, 
and it also is seen in stained glass in the large alter window; which

* Ormerod states, note (Y) p. 311, that the inscription possesses considerable 
interest, as being the memorial of the first Clleshire male ancestor of the Booths, and of 
the heiress of Dunham Massey, and the Bollin; and it is the only inscription now 
remaining in the county, relating to any of the -warriors who fell at Blore Heath.
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appears to be the arms of Fitton, which were, " argent, on a bend azure, 
three garbs, or." Some few other armorial bearings and fragments of 
stained glass, but in very indifferent preservation, may be seen in the 
windows of the chancel.

The rubbing from the brass of Sir Eobert Booth's monument, which I 
now exhibit to the meeting, was kindly lent to me for the purpose, by the 
rector, the Rev. Wm. Brownlow, to whom I am much obliged for several 
valuable suggestions and information, relative to the Church.

In concluding, I must here express my regret, that this interesting 
monument should be so situated as to be exposed to great risk of injury, 
and even of destruction. It is not only constantly worn and trampled under 
foot, by persons passing through the chancel, but is close to the place 
where the charity children sit, a class of beings not very likely to respect 
old monuments. The same plan might be advantageously pursued respect 
ing it, which has been successfully adopted with other monuments in 
other churches; it might at a very trivial expense, be removed with the 
gravestone to which it is attached, and placed in an upright position, on 
one of the walls of the chancel, and a common gravestone might be put 
down in the place of the present one, with a few words engraved com 
memorating the removal. The inscription on the Trafford tomb might at 
a light expense, be cut in by a skilful man, so as to be a copy verbatim 
and literatim, of the letters now painted on it, and precisely in their present 
characters and places, so as to prevent the inscription from being lost.

The decendants of the first, and the relations of the second, of the 
personages, whose remains rest under those two monuments, are well 
known, and are persons of rank and title, and their attention may perhaps 
not have been called to the perishable state of those monuments. It is 
believed, that it is not now possible, for any person to prove a relationship 
to or a descent from either of the persons, whose effigies lie under the arches 
in the Pownall Chapel; but as that remark does not apply to the titled 
families, who are related to the personages interred under the two first 
named monuments, it is to be hoped that some means will be adopted by 
them, with the sanction of the rector, for their preservation. If not, the 
only alternative seems to be, for some few individuals who possess sufficient 
taste, to appreciate those interesting memorials of an age long past, to set
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on foot a small subscription, in which I would cheerfully join, and adopt 
measures to preserve them from further injury or mutilation.*

The following lines from Crabbe,+ may without impropriety be quoted 
here, after describing the ancient monuments in the Church : 

" Wonder not mortal, at thy quick decay  
See ! men of marble piece-meal melt away; 
When whose the image we no longer read, 
But monuments themselves memorials need."

II. DESCRIPTION OF A PICTUBE OF HOHSE RACING, IN THE SEVENTEEKTH 
CENTUHY, AT LEASOWE CASTLE, IN CHESHIRE.

By Col. the Hon. Sir Edward Oust, K.C.H., F.E.S.

This picture represents the sport of Horse-racing in the seventeenth 
century. As a work of art it is below mediocrity, but the authenticity of 
its antiquity is evidenced by some details, which prove it to be genuine. 
The scene of the back-ground is uncertain, but probably a remarkable hill 
in the distance may make it known to any one well versed in topography, 
or who has travelled much in England. The trees would not put to shame 
those of our Hundred of Wirrall; but there is no pretension to suppose 
that there is any certain connexion between the scene of this picture and 
this immediate neighbourhood; indeed the scene may be altogether ideal.

The race appears awkwardly represented, inasmuch as the winning-post 
is placed between the contending horses. The jockies are singularly dressed, 
but are distinguishable from each other by the colour of the jacket and cap, 
as at this day. In the group to the right of the picture, King James the 
First is easily recognised in a bonnet and ruff; and in a position in front of 
the crowd, but amongst those who follow, one who appears to be smarter,  
both horse and rider, is thought to be the King's son, Prince Charles. To 
the left of the picture is seen a nobleman or country gentleman, with one 
attendant. What is the most interesting in the several groups, is the 
costume of the persons represented, which is no doubt faithful, however

* Since this paper was read, I have "been informed by the Hector, the Rev. W. 
Brownlow, that it appears from the Churchwardens' accounts, that during the Civi] 
War, the pipes of the organ of 'Wilmslow Church, were broken by the Parliamenta- 
irian troops to make bullets.

+ Poem of the Borough, p. 21.
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rudely painted. The coats, hats, and leggings are all unlike anything of 
more modern times. The habit of carrying swords, even to their private 
recreations, may probably have continued to a much later period than the 
beginning of the seventeenth century, which is assigned to this representa 
tion ; but under the peaceful reign of James it had probably degenerated 
into a mere form. Thus, while the King appears only to carry a sword-hilt, 
(for no scabbard is to be distinguished,) the gentleman on the left has his 
sword carried for him by a running footman. The man in the tree, 
apparently cheering on the winning horse, is probably a specimen of the 
common peasantry of the time, with neither shoes nor stockings; whilst the 
falling horseman is probably a squireen or yeoman, no mere farmer being 
a character known to that period: all were probably proprietors, though 
not of gentle blood. In the back-ground is seen the royal carriage, capable 
from its size, to contain all the attendants, in which two gentlemen may be 
perceived sitting very formally on the back seat. A lady, very conspicuous 
at the window, is probably intended to represent the Queen, although it has 
no resemblance to Anne, consort of James the First. The coachman is in 
scarlet, driving a single pair of horses, and two out-riders may be seen in 
the short cloak of the period, also of scarlet. Still further in the distance 
may be seen two horses in their body clothing, either walking about 
between the heats or coming forward for another race.

It is sufficiently singular that a sport so truly and exclusively national as 
Horse-racing, should be so little known to the national literature. Until with 
in these few years, no work existed on the subject, as far as can be traced from 
the catalogue of the library in the British Museum. It is believed that 
the two Palatinates may be jointly regarded as the cradle of the sport. 
In King's Vale Eoyal, is inserted a description of the Hundred of Wirrall, 
by Webb, dated about 1605, in which the situation of Leasowe Castle is 
distinctly noticed, at that time a racing ground already well established. 
" There lie those fair sands or leasowes, on which the gentry do oft-times try 
the speed of their horses, and venture no small sums thereupon." With 
the puritanic habits and opinions of the Commonwealth, all such amuse 
ments were discontinued: but within the first year after the restoration, a 
notification appears in the public prints, from the Earl of Derby, describing a 
course four miles long in the neighbourhood of Liverpool, as well suited to 
the sport, and inviting persons to send their horses to it, This is believed
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floor is strewed with grave-stones; one covers the remains of an aged 
ecclesiastic of the Eomish communion, and is inscribed

" Sa. Bo. Ca, Ecc Sacer. ob. die 3° 
Ap. Ano Domini 1738 at suss 74 

Requiescat in Pace."

These stones are partially covered by brambles and rank grass that grow 
ln wild luxuriance.

Such is the crude description of the present state of this picturesque 
ruin; it now remains to endeavour to ascertain when and by whom it was 
founded, and the cause that led to its present dilapidated condition. 
Examining the ecclesiastical records of the county from the Taxatio 
Ecclesiastica, 1291, to the royal commission issued 26th Henry Eighth, 
1534-5, the name of Lydiate Chapel does not occur. From this it may be 
inferred that it was not consecrated. Pennant, in his tour from Downing 
to Alston Moor, in the year 1773, is the first who has given any account of 
it. His remarks are illustrated with a tolerably correct view of the ruins. 
He says " Lydiate Chapel, a small but most beautiful building, with a tower 
steeple, with pinnacles and battlements, venerably overgrown in many parts 
with ivy. It had been a Chapel of Ease to the Parish Church of Halsall, 
dedicated to St. Catherine, and supposed to have been founded by one of the 
Irelauds of Lydiate Hall; over the door are the letters L. I. for Lawrence 
Ireland, probably the founder." It is to be regretted that so laborious and 
respected an antiquary and topographer as Pennant, has not given the 
authority for his calling it a Chapel of Ease, and for saying that it was 
dedicated to St. Catherine. Subsequent writers have not thrown any 
additional light on its history, nor yet recapitulated Mr. Pennant's remarks. 
The arms and initials on the shields on the porch of the ruin point to the 
era and the individual who founded it, therefore its history must be sought 
for in the manorial and genealogical records of the parish.

The Manor of Lydiate, time of Edward the Confessor, was held by 
Uctred, a Saxon. There were six bovates of land, a wood one mile long, 
and two quarterns broad, valued at sixty-four pence. At the conquest it 
followed the fate of the rest of the Manors of the Hundred of West Derby. 
It localized the name of a family, the last of -whom was Catherine de 
Lydiate, time of Richard the Second, who married Robert de Blackburne,
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by whom she had a daughter and heir, Agnes, who carried it by marriage 
into the family of the Irelands, of Hutt and Hale, being united to Thomas 
Ireland, son of Sir John Ireland, and his wife, Margaret Halsall, of Halsall. 
Thomas Ireland thus became the founder of the Irelands of Lydiate, and 
died prior to the 11th Henry the Sixth, 1433, and was succeeded by his 
son, Lawrence, who married Catherine, daughter of Henry Blundell, of 
Little Crosby. He enlarged the family seat, Lydiate Hall, in the spandrils 
of the doorways of which, are carved his initials L. I.

Having supplied his temporal wants, his attention was directed to the 
prime, the spiritual. His parish Church, Halsall, being situate at the 
inconvenient distance of three miles and a half, and those of the adjoining 
parishes of Aughton and Sephton equidistant; no doubt he erected 
this edifice as a domestic Chapel, on the domain about four hundred 
yards south-east of the hall. The initials on the shields on the porch of 
the ruin, the armorial bearing, the dedication and the architecture, com 
bine to confirm it. The late Mr. Eickman, who commenced his architec 
tural career amongst us, originated an invaluable nomenclature of English 
architecture ; and established, by.laborious research, the eras of its various 
styles. In his work, which is now acknowledged to be the best authority on 
the subject, he considers the perpendicular style to have prevailed from 
the year 1377, time Eichard the Second, down to the close of the reign of 
Henry the Eighth, 1546, a period which embraces the life of the founder, 
and in which style this edifice is constructed. The dedication to St. 
Catherine must be considered in honour of his wife Catherine Blundell, 
whose initials, C. I., are on the shield to the east of the entrance to the 
porch, opposite to his own on the west. Above the porch are his arms, 
charged with a spear in bend between the fleur-de-lis, as a difference to 
distinguish them from those of the paternal house, a shield of which, 
charged with six fleur-de-lis, three, two, and one, still exists between the 
windows of the Hutt, in Halewood.

On the demise of the founder, Lawrence Ireland, his son John, who 
married Beatrix, daughter of William Norris, of Speke, succeeded to the 
estate, and died 8th May, 1514.* His eldest son, George Ireland, married

Calend Inq. post mortem.
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Isabella Nowell, of Read, by whom he had five sons; Lawrence, John, and 
Eoger, whom he educated as priests ; Ealph, and Robert. My friend, the 
late Matthew Gregson, Esq., in his Fragments of Lancashire, states, that 
George Ireland obtained a grant of arms, in 1516, from Richard St. 
George, Norroy King-of-Arms. Had this been the case, it would tend to 
confirm the fact of the Chapel of Lydiate being founded by his grand 
father Lawrence Ireland, the arms on the porch being "without a border, 
and those granted by Norroy having a border engrailed charged with 
pelletes. That it was not so, is clear from Richard St. George not being 
appointed to the office of Norroy, till the year 1603.

To this eventful period during the life of George Ireland, is to be 
ascribed the desertion and consequent dilapidation of Lydiate Chapel. A 
great political and religious change was at hand; the heads of the Church 
possessing all power, civil and political, as well as ecclesiastical, and 
presuming on that power, endeavoured to usurp complete controul over 
the civil law. On the other hand, the monastic orders, through kxity in 
discipline and rapacity in appropriating the revenues of the secular clergy 
to their own purposes, rendered themselves unpopular. These and other 
abuses finally led to a royal commission being issued in the year 1535, to 
ascertain the value of all the ecclesiastical property in the kingdom, and 
the following year an act was passed for the dissolution of the lesser monas- 
tries. In the 1st Edward the Sixth, 1547, the dissolution of the Chantries 
took place, and their revenues were confiscated. These things, no doubt, 
would have their influence with the Lord of the Manor of Lydiate, and 
cause him to preserve, if possible, the foundation of his ancestor from 
falling a sacrifice to these measures. Stripping it as mucji as possible 
of its ecclesiastical character, and doing away with any endowment it might 
have, he would try to render it an object that would not call the attention 
of the royal commissioners. We find that at this time a similar foundation, 
hut smaller structure, the Chapel or Abbey, as it is miscalled, of Windle, 
in the parish of Prescot, (founded by a member of the Gerard family,) was 
an object of contest in the Duchy Court, to which Sir Thomas Gerard ap 
pealed, claiming exemption from the appropriation of certain rents of houses 
and lands, as an endowment for a priest ;* the result caused the Chapel to

* Calend to the pleadings.
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be neglected and it is now in ruins, of which the only remains are a square 
tower-and a part of the walls. George Ireland was succeeded by his son, 
Lawrence, who married Anne, daughter of John Crosse, of Orosse Hall, 
Mayor of Liverpool, in 1566, 73, and 89. Three months after the acces 
sion of Mary to the Throne, in 1553, the whole of the acts that had been 
passed relative to ecclesiastical affairs were repealed, and many of the 
Chantries restored. In the same year, Lawrence was appointed one of 
the Commanders of the Forces raised in the Hundred of West Derby. He 
died, 8th Eliz., 1565.*

William Ireland, who married Margaret, daughter of Thomas Tarbock, 
of Tarbock, succeeded his father, and afterwards married, (his second wife) 
Eleanor, daughter of Koger Molyneux, of Hawkley, by whom he had two 
sons. At the visitation of the county, by William Flower, Norroy, in the 
year 1567, he attended and entered the pedigree of his family. He was 
succeeded by his son, Lawrence Ireland, who married Anne, daughter of 
Edward Scarisbrick, of Scarisbrick. He had assumed an augmentation to 
the arms of the family, a border engrailed, as appears by an emblazoned 
MS. Ordinary, of Lancashire Arms, bearing date in the year 1599, 
" Ireland, of Lydiate," Gules, a spear in bend or, headed argent, pointing to 
the sinister base point, at the other end a pennon of the third, between six 
fleur-de-lis of the last, all within a border engrailed, f No doubt he was 
induced by a custom which came into use, time of Henry the Eighth, of 
obtaining grants of crests and augmentations to paternal bearings, before 
which time a simplicity characterized the arms of our gentry. That he had 
done so without authority is fully proved by a subsequent occurrence. He 
died, 7 James I., 1609-10{., and left an only son, Edward, the last male 
heir of the Irelands of Lydiate. On the visitation of the county, in 1613, 
Jby Eichard St, George, Norroy, assisted by his son, Henry St. George, 
Blue Mantle Pursuivant, he entered his pedigree, and obtained the grant

* Calend Inq. post mortem.

+ A copy of the original is in my possession, it contains the arms of three hundred 
and sixty families of the county.

J Calend Ing. post mortem.
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to have heen the Leasowe Course. It is recorded by Ormerod, that a few 
years later, the Duke of Monmouth, with a view to render himself popular 
in the West, came down to Chester with a large retinue; and hearing that 
the gentry were assembled for Horse-racing, on the Wallasey Leasowe, 
went over to the race. The Duke rode a race himself which he won; and 
be gave the stake to his god-child, the daughter of the Mayor of Chester, to 
 whom he had stood sponsor the day before. Later again, in the first 
quarter of the eighteenth century, it will be seen by Wetherby's Racing 
Calendar, that the great families of the two Palatinates agreed to subscribe 
twenty guineas annually, to be run for at Wallasey, and he calls this " the 
most considerable stake in the kingdom at that time." He records the 
names of the winning horses for each of the ten years, after which these 
races were discontinued on the Leasowe; but for some years afterwards, a 
race under the same conditions was run for at Newmarket, and called the 
Wallasey stake. From this period, it is not believed that any races have 
been regularly run on the Leasowe.

The Castle is supposed to have been erected by the Earl of Derby, of 
Queen Elizabeth's tune, who was the great proprietor and Lord of the 

; Manor, of the parishes of Wallasey and Bidstone, for the express purpose 
of witnessing the sport. Its form, an octagon with turrets on the alternate 
faces, and windows on every side of the building was favourable for com 
manding a view of the course in every direction. At that time it stood 
about the middle of the course, the level grass sward extending for two 
miles on either side of it. It is not known what other Gentleman's race 
course existed before King James' reign, in - whose time Newmarket first 
came into vogue. Before that time, however, there were races at Smith- 
field and the Rood Eye, but these were the mere sports of the vulgar, 
where horses without riders were impelled by clamour, missiles, and flying 
spurs, to contend for the Bell, which was the prize for which they disputed. 
Hence, as is well known, is derived the expression " to bear away the 
bell." A cup was very early introduced as the prize for which gentlemen 
sportsmen contended, and there is a very interesting example of one as 
early as the seventeenth century, in the possession of Mr. Curds, of 
Liverpool.

G
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III. ON THE RTJINED CHAPEL, AT LYDIATE, IN LANCASHIRE. 
By W. J. Roberts, Esq.

In endeavouring to rescue the history of an ancient and interesting 
remain from oblivion, it will not be considered irreverent to dwell with 
minuteness on its details; the object of the Society being to adduce and 
establish facts.

In the township of Lydiate, in the parish of Halsall, on the road from 
Liverpool to Southport, there is a beautiful ecclesiastical ruin,* in the 
perpendicular style of English architecture, well known in that locality 
by its misnomer, Lydiate Abbey. Its walls are partially covered with 
ivy of the most luxuriant growth, and are entire, with the exception of a 
small part of the battlements which are dilapidated. It is surrounded by 
fine large oak trees, of a character which the landscape painter loves, that 
greatly enhance its picturesque appearance.

The plan of the edifice is a parallelogram with a square tower and porch; 
the length within is forty-six feet nine inches, and the width sixteen feet 
seven inches. The tower consists of three stories ; the basement is eight 
feet four inches deep, and open to the body of the building by a lofty arch 
six feet two inches wide, and contains a window of three lights and a 
transom with secondary divisions above. In this part of the fabric are 
placed the mutilated fragments of finials, tracery, and mouldings, which 
have fallen, the,disorder of which is rendered highly effective by the 
festoons of ivy gracefully pendent from the mullions of the window in 
playful light and shade. In the belfry, or upper story, there is a window 
on each side set on a string course: they consist of two lights, with 
secondary divisions in the. heads, and are finished with dripstones having 
plain returns. At the angles of the tower there are diagonal buttresses, 
terminated with a slope against the string course under the belfry window; 
above which are square set finials. The whole is crowned with a battle 
ment of equal intervals, and surmounted with finials at the angles, one of 
which is partly destroyed. In order to preserve this part from falling, Mr. 
Blundell, of Ince Blundell, Lord of the Manor, has had iron bars with 
nuts and screws placed immediately under the cornice.

The east end of the edifice contains a large window, nine feet wide, the 
whole of the architectural features of which are gone. From the base-

* See illustration. Plate 8.
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ments of its mullions, it must have consisted of five lights, with tracery, 
of which there are no remains. It has a dripstone with plain returns. 
Above the window there is a corbel, enriched with a rose from which runs 
a string course ; the battlements are destroyed. At each angle of this end, 
there are diagonal buttresses.

At the west end of the south side, the porch gives a pleasing variety to 
the outline of the design. The entrance is formed by a four centered 
arch; on each side within there are stone seats, and in the north-east 
angle a stoup for water. The inner doorway has a flat arch, with a deep 
moulding. The dripstone over the outer arch is terminated by shields, on 
which are carved initials; on that on the west side of the entrance L I; 
on the other G I. Above the apex of the arch there is a shield, on which 
are sculptured the following arms: a spear in bend pointing to the 
sinister base point; on the other end a pennon pendant, between six 
fleur-de-lis. A corbel enriched with panneling projects over the shield; it 
formerly supported a niche

" Of nicest workmanship ; that once had held 
The sculptured Image of the patron Saint, 
                looking down 
On all who entered these religious doors."

The niche, battlements, and finials, are gone; the cornice alone remains 
with the projecting stone factable that received the roof of the porch, and 
the brackets on which were set the finials at the angles.

On this side of the building there are four windows with buttresses 
between them. The windows are of three lights and a transom, the heads 
of which have a plain slightly pointed arch. The lights of the upper 
division have circular heads, and perpendicular tracery. In the whole of 
the windows there have been iron bars to support the glass, and from the 
mutilated appearance of the holes in which they were inserted, it is evident 
they have been broken out with violence. Richard Bryan Smith, Esq., 
F.S.A., of Pygons Hill, Lydiate, informed me he had found fragments of 
glass attached to the mullions. These windows have dripstones with plain 
returns. The buttresses are of four stages with ogee set-offs, and terminate 
with finials, several of which are destroyed; as are several portions of the 
battlements, which are of equal intervals, with the cap mouldings running
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round them. The base consists of two tablets, one a hollow, the other an 
ogee moulding, both of which run round the buttresses.

The north side of the structure is finished with buttresses and battle 
ments, like the south side, but is without windows. At the west end, 
there is a doorway opposite to that opening to the porch. This peculiar 
feature in this edifice, led to an inspection of the neighbouring Church of 
Sephton, erected in the same style of architecture. It has a door on the 
north side, and four small windows, not at all corresponding with those on 
the south, which are five in number and nearly thrice their dimensions : 
and on the south side there are eight clerestory windows, which are not 
repeated on the north side. Such arrangements in the designs of the 
present day would be decried, and the architect who would venture to 
propose them, would be considered deficient in taste and judgment. From 
this plan being adopted in these edifices, it must be considered that the 
architects were utilitarians, as far as regards warmth and strength; and 
that in these erections these precautionary measures were adopted to 
guard against the heavy winds that are experienced here from off the 
Irish sea.

The walls within the edifice are perfectly plain, the only enrichment 
being the moulded caps at the spring of the arch of the tower. Above 
the arch there is a stone factable to secure the end of the roof from the 
weather; this has been considered flat as there is a groove of greater pitch 
cut in the surface of the tower, in which from its appearance was inserted 
the roof.

Doors were hung to the entrances, as is evident by the stones in which 
the gudgeons of the hinges have been inserted being very much shattered. 
They both opened inward towards the west end, that to the porch was 
secured by a bar, the other by a lock. In the jambs of the former the 
grooves for the reception of the bar are quite perfect, and the cavity in the 
other for the staple of the lock completely mutilated.

The parts of this beautiful ruin to which the ivy has most tenaciously 
clung are freer from the weather beaten marks of time than the other, 
a proof that this is not as destructive as is frequently asserted, but a 
preservative of those edifices that it enfolds in its web-like embrace. The

f.
I
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not been confined to a few enthusiastic individuals; as the names 
of no fewer than fifty-five or sixty separate donors, will be recorded 
in our first annual volume.

3. In addition to individual donations, we have received the 
publications of four Literary or Antiquarian Societies, and this very 
evening, we have overtures respecting reciprocal kindness, from the 
Historical Society of New York. It is important to cultivate all 
such relations as these. The transactions of such Societies as 
coincide in whole or in part with our own, will make us acquainted 
with what is doing in the same way in any part of the world; and 
our own observations will not be uttered to the few of our resident 
members, who can make it convenient to attend one of our meetings, 
but may thus be addressed to an audience consisting of all 
similar inquirers, who speak our language, or who receive our 
publications.

4. The plan of publication which has been adopted by the 
Society, is one which is rarely attempted even in the Metropolis. 
With one or two exceptions, the full account of each meeting has 
been laid upon the table of each Member, with the notice summon 
ing the next meeting; together with such illustrations as the papers 
or objects exhibited required. To our distant Members this must 
be extremely satisfactory, as it places them almost on a perfect 
equality with those that are resident. It is true that the latter may 
attend the meetings and see the articles exhibited, but in return, we 
pay the postage for the former. In a numerous Society this is no 
small item, especially as our whole volume would be carried for the 
same sum that a single packet has occasionally cost to each Mem 
ber. In connection with'the subject of publication, I may allude to 
the illustrations. Our volume will contain, when complete, nine or 
ten plates, and nearly double that number of wood cuts, thus 
illustrating the letterpress with a degree of minuteness and elegance, 
rarely accomplished for double the amount of subscription. This 
result could only have been accomplished, and can only be kept up
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by economy and spirit in the management of the Society. At 
present it has no salaried officer, and several both of the Council 
and the Members have made considerable sacrifices to promote its 
objects. '

5. The papers which have been read, including those of this 
evening, are twenty-seven in number, independent of smaller and 
less formal communications. It may he supposed that these were 
furnished by a few individuals ; and such an occurrence would be 
very natural in the infancy of such a Society. Yet I find that 
fourteen separate individuals have made these more formal com 
munications,, of whom seven belong to the Council, and seven 
do not.

6. It is curious to notice how well the various subjects in our 
Prospectus have been represented; though in the procuring of the 
papers this point was not attended to. In future years we may 
have a Committee for Historic Documents, a Committee for An 
tiquities, a Commiteee for Architecture and the Fine Arts, and so on ; 
on this occasion we had none. Yet if we analyse the twenty-seven 
communications according to the subjects, they stand thus:  
History, three papers; Antiquities, ten; Geology and Biography, 
three; Architecture and the Fine Arts, two; Natural Facts, one; 
Costumes, Customs, and Traditions, three; Church Registers, one; 
Military Antiquities, one. On the three subjects of Trade, To 
pography, and Parliamentary Papers we have had no communica 
tions ; but instead of these, we have had three of a miscellaneous 
character.

These are plain facts, upon which we may rest with some confi 
dence our hopes of future enlarged success. Every year or every 
month will make us acquainted with new stores of materials, with 
new means of turning them to a valuable account, and with new 
and worthy fellow labourers. The field before is not positively 
wider than it was before, but it is much wider than it seemed before. 
We now know better than we did at first the extent of materials still
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untouched, the subjects never investigated, the inquiries which have 
never received any satisfactory replies. When any one wonders, 
therefore, where we shall find sufficient subjects of interest in future 
years, we may well reply by wondering when they will be exhausted, 
or how they may all be embraced. The labours of our Society and 
those of the Chetham Society, in Manchester, are distinct but 
harmonious. The one confines itself to the printing of volumes, 
and to the multiplication of copies of rare works, within certain 
limits. The other studiously avoids this mode of procedure, and is 
occupied with original investigations rather than with editing. Let 
us hope that the opportunity for an interview, which was suggested 
by the President of that Society, may soon occur; that our special 
lines of progress may be more distinctly defined, or at least more 
distinctly understood.

Our course of conduct in the future, must be similar to that in 
the past, of course, with the aid of extended experience and 
increased conveniences. If impediments to our progress occur, 
they must be met by prudence and energy, before which much that 
is formidable disappears; and any omission of duty, or want of 
system in its performance, may be met in a great degree, by useful 
precedents and minute directions. And in particular, let us hope 
always to cherish and exhibit those feelings, to which much of our 
present success is undoubtedly owing; a spirit of local patriotism, 
which regards with peculiar interest the facts connected with our 
own district; a spirit of intelligence, which despises no branch of 
human knowledge; a spirit of charity, which " suffereth long and is 
kind;" a spirit of gentlemanly courtesy, which regards the feelings 
of all others, as well as of ourselves.
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The following resolutions were passed by acclamation: 

1. That the thanks of the Society be given to all donors, exhibitors, 
and authors of papers.

2. That the thanks of the Society be given to Thomas Avison, Esq., 
Treasurer; to Jos. Mayer, Esq., Curator; and to the Rev. A. Hume, 
LL.D., and H. C. Pidgeon, Esq., Joint-Secretaries, for their energy and 
efficiency on behalf of the Society, during the Session.
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of arms (already stated on the authority of Gregson, to have been granted 
in 1516,) on exhibiting the arms with a border engrailed, borne by his father, 
which were not in accordance with those of his ancestors as seen on the 
porch of the Chapel. Norroy, King of Arms prohibited and afterwards 
granted under the seal of his office the augmentation assumed, charged 
with pellettes, viz. Gules, a spear in bend, or, headed argent, the head 
pointing to the sinister base point; at the other end a pennon pendant of 
the third, between six fleur-de-lis of the last, all within a border engrailed 
of the second, pellette.* Edward Ireland married Margaret, daughter of 
Edward Norris, of Speke, and died 13 Charles the First, 1637-8,f leaving 
two daughters. The eldest married her maternal cousin Sir Charles Ander- 
ton, of Lostock, the second baronet of that family, who in right of his wife 
became Lord of the Manor of Lydiate. In this family it remained till 
the death of Sir Francis Anderton, the sixth and last baronet in 1760, 
when it passed by marriage to the Blundells, of Ince Blundellj to the 
representatives of whom it now belongs.

IV. ON THE BEITISH UBNS FOUND AT WEST 

By Joseph Mayer, Esq., Hon. Curator.

The rare occurrence of finding anything relating to the ancient in 
habitants of this part of the island, which at the time Doomsday Book was 
written, is supposed to have been nearly covered with one large forest, is 
not only interesting in itself, but adds another confirmation to the received 
opinion, that the inhabitants of Britain dwelt chiefly in woods and fast 
nesses surrounded by woods. Probably the people whose ashes are 
contained in the Vases now laid on the table before you, were the 
leaders of a portion of the ancient inhabitants whom the Romans drove 
before them in their conquest of the island, and after their expulsion from 
Chester, chose that situation as being ready of access to the coast, that

* The original book of this Visitation containing one hundred and nineteen pedi 
grees, subscribed by the gentry of the county, is in the British Museum. Harl. MSS.,
1437.

t Calend Inq. post mortem.

} Want of time prevented the reading of these remarks, which were prepared for the 
former meeting. (
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in case of an attack being made upon them by the Eoman army, they 
could easily cross over to Wales. Here, being joined,by their brethren 
and friends, they could make a resistance or wage war on the invading foe.

It is well known that for several centuries after the Romans had posses 
sion of Britain, numerous tribes of Britons had stations on the coast, 
where they made frequent inroads on their oppressors, carrying away their 
children and females as captives, and destroying their habitations and 
husbandry, amongst which was the neighbourhood of which I am now 
speaking; and indeed so late as the time of Henry the First, they main 
tained an independence which caused the English much trouble. They 
were not subdued until the reign of Edward the First.

These Vases which are preserved in the interesting museum of John 
Robin, jun., Esq., of Grove Hill, West Kirby, a member of this Society, 
were found in 1840, whilst enlarging the garden of that gentleman's 
father, on the north-west side of the house, about fifty yards above the 
old road, and about ten yards from the present road; and about two 
hundred and fifty yards from the column erected on the top of the 
hill above, as a sea mark, by the Dock Corporation of Liverpool. There 
were several Vases found, but only three of them were perfect, the others 
having been broken in digging. All were turned with their mouths down 
wards and very near the surface, with the exception of one which was placed 
in a sunken space in the- red sandstone rock made to receive it. They 
are composed of a coarse clay of the district, and have been subjected to 
heat. All of them were filled with burnt bones, pieces of charcoal, and 
ashes, and all appeared very similar in form to the one represented in the 

cut.

a. M .VsjaB^vy vi. c
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Through the kindness of John Shaw Leigh, Esq., the owner of the 
adjoining property, who, on application, at once granted me permission to 
make a further search in the neighbourhood, I hope during the summer 
to be enabled to lay before you something more on the subject, as I think, 
by a careful examination of that part of the country, to find other remains, 
with works of the Romans.

V. CLOSING ADDRESS, 

By the Rev. A. Hume, LL.D., F.S.A.

On the first evening of this Session, I had the honour to address 
a few remarks to the Society, stating somewhat in detail what had 
been sketched hut briefly in the Prospectus. Some of those who 
had gladly enrolled themselves along with us, knew little but the 
general objects of the Society, and it was necessary to mention for 
their and the general information, such principles of procedure as 
were most likely to be followed up. We then looked forward to the 
future; and though seven months have not elapsed we can now 
speak of the " past" Session. We then spoke with timidity, and 
ventured only to indulge in a feeling of hope; we can now speak 
with confidence, and address each other in terms of honest con 
gratulation.

During the first Session, there are difficulties to be overcome 
which are not likely to present themselves again; while on the 
other hand, facilities for the discharge of ordinary routine duties 
have not yet been acquired. On the present occasion, we have 
held only nine meetings; we have not yet obtained apartments of 
our own; our library and museum are not yet available to the 
members; many who are anxious to be useful to us do not know 
how to act; our tracts of queries and instructions are still only 
partially distributed; several of our members have not yet had 
leisure sufficient to furnish the papers which they contemplate and 
have promised; and hundreds of the best and most intelligent people
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in both counties are still unaware of the fact that such a Society 
exists. These points are mentioned, not hy way of discouragement, 
but as difficulties yet to be overcome; and the present measure of 
our success will of course be vastly increased, as one by one these 
difficulties disappear.

But if we turn from what should be done, and what may yet be 
done, to what is done, we shall perhaps find the best guarantee for 
future success. I am convinced that not one of our members 
realises to himself the full amount of what we have accomplished ; 
and it is only by a careful summing up and analysis, that I am 
able to state to you the following gratifying facts.

1. At our first meeting, on the 18th of October, the members 
were one hundred and eighty in number; they are now one or 
two over two hundred and fifty. This is not a large number to 
be connected with such a Society, but it is large in our circum 
stances. No similar society in the town of Liverpool has ever risen 
much above half that number; and none has ever attempted the 
extensive usefulness, which we have thus far successfully realised. 
There would be no great difficulty in doubling this number before 
the close of another Session; there is however strong reason to 
believe, that in the natural course of events, it will be greatly 
increased. The character and distribution of our Members are also 
points of importance. The town of Liverpool contains as nearly 
as possible one-half, the other half is almost equally distributed 
between the two palatine counties, with a few exceptions at other 
and more remote points.

2. The contributions to the Society in the way of donations, 
have been not only numerous but valuable and varied. Several 
gentlemen have been frequent contributors, or have sent large 
packages on single occasions; and yet we have not received the 
more formal presents of the most important contributors; nor need 
we expect them till we have a suitable place for depositing our 
articles. It is a gratifying fact that the interest in this respect has


