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APPENDIX.

2Vift November, 1856. EXTBA MEETING.

CONTEBSAZIONE AT THE EGYPTIAN MUSEUM, COLQCITT STREET.

By the invitation of the proprietor, Joseph Mayer, Esq., F.S.A., an extra meeting was 
held here, when a large number of members and their friends attended.

The Company were received in the room devoted to Anglo-Saxon and Medieval 
Antiquities; they then partook of coffee and other refreshments, and were afterwards 
conducted to the Mummy Eoom.

Here Mr. Mayer gave a brief account of embalming, and pointed out the chief objects 
in the collection. In respect to the Egyptian remains he observed, that a singular and 
interesting feature of their antiquities was to be found in the similarity of the emblems 
and devices by which the mummy cases were ornamented. These similarities are 
to be observed historically until the Egyptians ceased to be a nation. After the Greeks 
occupied the country their forms of monumental decoration were mixcil   nth the Egyp­ 
tian ; but to all scholars it was obvious how small and how '-lo<v wev* tlu -.-. .Ujiu.'.ions of 
Greek forms. The Greek innovations were traceable in a cbvigerl method oi emtoltiiiug, 
but still the strongly-marked peculiarities of Egyptian art r...i feeling maintained .their 
supremacy. Another remarkable feature connected witl. Ugyptiui Arcluoology, is the 
absence of early pottery. It is true that specimens of pcrtery are sometimes found, but 
none showing a rude state of the potter's art. The commoner vessels in n'-o L'i JKfjfpl 
were made of alabaster; those of pottery which have reached us are of a very (ulranccil 
character. The evidences of their skill in working alabaster, are numerous, and interesting.

Mr. Mayer then conducted his guests to the room containing Egyptian, Greek, and 
Etruscan personal ornaments and jewellery. This collection is particularly rich, and by 
reference to particular specimens, the various stages of progress in the glyptic art 
were illustrated.

After the rooms containing the Saxon collection, (known as the Faussett collection,) 
had been visited, and its contents explained, the company were taken through the valu­ 
able and extensive collection of Etruscan and Roman pottery, and thence into the 
Amoury, and to the room devoted to the exhibition of modern porcelain. In this last 
there is a large collection of Raphael ware, with specimens of all the manufactories of 
porcelain in Europe, from the discovery of the art to the present time, and of what to an 
English eye is even more pleasing, the triumphs of Wedgwood in the ceramic art. Here 
are specimens of all the stages by which that eminent manufacturer arrived at perfection, 
from the inimitable jasper panels, enriched with classic cameos, to the matchless copy of 
the Portland vase. Mr. Mayer, in describing this celebrated model, corrected the common 
impression that Flaxman had been employed upon it, and stated that he had documents in 
his possession in proof that the artist was named Hackwood. Before leaving this 
department, he contrasted the different circumstances under which the Sevres porcelain 
and that of Staffordshire were produced. The one is well made, and ornamented in a 
manner to meet the eye of the most fastidious, and yet at a comparatively small cost; the 
other from its great expense is only to be purchased by princes. In connexion with 
this subject, he remarked that Liverpool held an early and honourable position. In fact, 
here the art of Pottery first developed itself, and was carried to a very high state of 
perfection. Here porcelain was first made in England, and the art of ornamenting it by 
the aid of copper-plate printing first known ; and here the best and earliest encaustic tiles
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were made. Up to the period when Miiiton did so much to advance this branch of the 
art, nothing had been achieved equal to the Liverpool manufacture. At Herculaneum 
also, in this immediate neighbourhood, excellent pottery had been manufactured.

The entire company having descended to the reception room, Mr. Mayer expressed 
before their departure, the great pleasure which he experienced in having the members of 
the Society present with him, as his guests and fellow-students of antiquity.

Dr. Eobson complimented Mr. Mayer on his liberality, and the taste he had displayed; 
and concluded by proposing the thanks of the gentlemen present.

Dr. Hume, especially on behalf of the Historic Society, seconded the motion which 
was at once adopted unanimously; and the meeting separated.

1th December, 1856. SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING.

J. TOWNE DANBON, F.S.S., V.P., in the Chair. 

(Held half an hour before the usual Ordinary Meeting.) 

The Chairman stated the object of the Meeting, and read the notice convening it.
Mr. Mayer proposed that a Diploma of Life Membership be presented to David Thom, 

D.D., Ph.D., in acknowledgment of his long connexion with the Society as a Vice- 
President, and an active member of the Council since its commencement.

Dr. Hume seconded the proposition, and mentioned some particulars of Dr. Thorn's 
interest in the Society.

After some remarks from Mr. Peter B. M'Quie, Dr. Macintyre, and the Chairman, the 
Eesolution was put and adopted unanimously.

Wth April, 1357. SPECIAL GENEBAL MEETING.

A Special General Meeting of the Society was called for the purpose of presenting an 
address to William Brown, Esq., M.P., at the usual place of meeting, in St. George's 
Hall, on the morning appointed for laying the foundation-stone of the Free Public 
Library and Museum.

It was afterwards arranged to present the address at the Town Hall; where the 
Society attended in its official capacity. This arrangement was adopted for the public 
convenience; as other public bodies were desirous to present Addresses at the same 
time. An elevated dais was occupied by Samuel Holme, Esq., deputy Mayor, and William 
Brown, Esq., M.P. The various Deputations were introduced by James A. Picton, Esq., 
F.S.A., Chairman of the Library and Museum Committee ; the Historic Society being 
first in order.

The President, Major-General the Hon. Sir Edward Cust, K.C.H., D.C.L., commenced 
the proceedings with some remarks in reference to the occasion of the meeting and the 
general business of the day, and then called on the hon. Secretary, Dr. Hume, to read 
the following: 

ADDRESS
"To WILLIAM BBOWN, ESQ., M.P. 

" SIB,
You this day lay the foundation stone of a building, to be devoted to a Free 

Public Library and Museum; and you have also, with a spirit worthy of so good a 
cause, signified your intention to erect it exclusively at your own cost.


