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THE- PEOPLE OF THE ENGLISH LAKE COUNTRY, THEIR
ORIGIN, HISTORY, AND CHARACTER.

By A. Craig Gibson, Esq.

(REaD Trm May, 1857.)

Of that romantie tract of country now so well known as the lake district,
the earliest inhabitants of whom any distinet traces remain, whether in
history, tradition, archeology, or local nomenclature, were a Celtic tribe,
who, it is supposed, effected a settlement in this part of England about
four centuries before the Christian era. 'T'o these earliest colonists, called
by some authorities, Hiberno Celts, is attributed the erection of the most
important of those monuments of British Antiquity in which the district
abounds. They have also left numerous proofs of their occupation of the
country in the names of parishes, villages, mountains, lakes, and rivers.

A century or two later—the exact date being uncertain—another tribe,
thought to be Cambro-Celts, also appear to have established themselves in
the lake country ; and of them, likewise, very distinct traces still exist in
the nomenclature of the district. These were probably joined from time to
time by other colonists of the same race, and this region was possessed
most likely by all these conjointly up to the period of the Roman occupa-~
tion, which was effected about the middle of the second century. One of
the most acute and best informed of those writers who have lately turned
their attention to the ethnology of Cumberland and Westmorland, as
indicated in the local etymology—I mean Mr. Sullivan, of Kendal—dis-
covers, in the signification of certain names of places, proof that the
Romans were not allowed to take unopposed possession even of this remote
and comparatively poor portion of Britain; and their many strongholds,
including encampments so extensive that Camden calls the remains of
that at Ambleside ““the carcass, as it were, of an ancient city,” with the
numerous smaller forts connecting those, and forming chains of communi-
cation in all directivns throughout the distict, shew that they had to hold
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their ground chiefly by the strong hand. It is only in history and in
archeeology that proofs of the Roman occupation of this district are found.
The habit of that people of adopting the native names of places, merely
softening them a little to suit their own more fastidious ears, accounts for
the fact that, with the exception of one or two “casters,” there are few
names to which even a partially latin etymology can be assigned.

After the evacuation of the country by the Romans, whether that were
voluntary or compulsory, it is probable that the inhabitants of the lake
country suffered severely from the inroads of the Picts and Scots. That
they were ever entirely subjugated or supplanted by those less civilized
races is not probable. But, after the coming of the Saxons to within a
little more than a"century of the Norman conquest, it would seem that the
Britons of the lakes were alternately subject to, and independent of, that
people, and occasionally occupied the same territory with them on terms of
comparative amity, as may be inferred from many names of places being
compounded of British and Saxon words. Their subjugation by the
Saxons is certain ; for in the seventh century, as is well known, the Saxon
king of Northumbria made over to St. Cuthbert, Carlisle and the country
fifteen miles round it,"which territory approaches pretty nearly to the
northern confines of the lakes, while at the southern extremity of the
district he gave him Cartmel, a tract of country at the foot of Windermere,
and all the Britons upon it. We know also, that at the same period a
Saxon priest, St. Herbert, lived unmolested in his hermitage upon the
island in Derwentwater, which still bears his name. The story of the
friendship of this recluse with St. Cuthbert, of their annual meetings, and
coincident death, forms a very beautiful chapter in our ancient chronicles.
In later times, forty days’ indulgence was granted to all who attended the
annual celebration of mass on St. Herbert’s isle, instituted in commemo-
ration of these two saints.

That the Britons of the lakes threw off the Saxon yoke is proved by the
fact, that in the tenth century Cumbria, including Strathclyde and Gallo-
way, was ruled by a British prince, Dunmail, who, in 945, was defeated in
a decisive battle by the Saxon Edmund, aided, strangely enough, by
Leoline, king of South Wales. Some historians, and all traditions, say
that the last British king of Cumberland was slain, with most of his army,
and buried where he fell, The vast cairn heaped over him, through which
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the high road passes from Ambleside to Keswick, and over which is built
the boundary wall between the two counties, still bears the name of “ Dun-
mail raise.” Others say he escaped, and died many years afterwards
in Rome. The locality of this battle is nearly central to the district, and
whatever may have been the fate of their king, this fact, and the accounts
of Edmund’s cruelty to the sons of Dunmail, would lead us to infer that
the inhabitants of the district were not spared ; and I am inclined to agree
with those who hold that the remnant of these Britons, after this crowning
disaster, sought an asylum amongst their brethren in North Wales. The
country was given to the king of Scotland, and it does not seem probable
that the conquerors settled amongst the hills to any important extent ; for
we read that fifty years later it was again cruelly devastated by the Saxons,
and represented by them to be, at that time, the principal rendezvous of the
Danes ; who, probably invited by the abandoned state of the district—its
low shores, and numerous creeks and estuaries, offering great facilities for
landing—swere now beginning to take possession, first of the levels and
slopes lying between the mountains and the sea, and then gradually of the
dales opening to the west. The balance of proof is heavily in favour of
the supposition that these Danes, or rather Norwegians, are the principal
stock from which the present inhabitants of the mountain district are
descended. We find, indeed, in the Domesday survey, which came as near
to the lakes as Low Furness, that many of the land owners there, prior to the
conquest, had Saxon names, and amongst them was the Earl Tosti, brother
of king Harold. But Furness, though now reckoned part of the lake
country, was never included in the ancient kingdom of Cumbria, and would
not be subjected to the devastations inflicted on the more northern terri-
tory. Its inhabitants were probably able to hold their own against the
incursions of the “ marauding Danes”; whilst, if any of the original British
possessors of the soil farther north remained, it is more than likely they
were so weakened and dispirited, that the Norsemen found little difficulty
in displacing or exterminating the miserable few that might still cling to
their ancient homes. That these two races, supposing any Britons did
remain, ever amalgamated in any considerable degree, I hold to be ex-
tremely unlikely. Besides the scarcity of British words in the dialeet, and
the positive absence of any Celtic elements in the physical constitution, the
habits, manners, and dispositions of the dales people, it is well known that
hatred of the Sassenach, in which term they include all strangers, has ever
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been, and still is, a ruling sentiment with all the Celtic tribes in these
islands; and I can answer for this feeling being cordially reciprocated by
the English mountaineers. There is more to be said, too, than my limits
will allow, against the supposition that there is much Saxon blood in their
veins. I shall merely glance at the circumstances that there are few
words peculiar to the dialect of the district that may not be traced, without
difficulty, to Scandinavian roots ; that many of these words are still used
in Denmark, Norway, and more especially in Iceland, which was colonized
by the same people, and about the same period; and that in Chaucer,
whose works contain more ancient Saxon words and phrases than those of
any other well known writer, we meet with very few words now used in
Cumberland, and the few we do find are those common to the dialect of
that province and lowland Scotch, in which the Saxon element is more
evident. Finally, if the great Norman barons, amongst whom William
apportioned most of the lands in Cumberland, Westmorland, and Furness,
located any of their followers amongst the population they found in posses-
sion, it does not appear that they were in such numbers as to affect their
character or their language. '

After the annexation of Cumberland by William, and his bestowal of
seignorial rights over it upon his great leaders, it would seem that the
bulk of the people there, as in other parts, were in a state of villeinage or
serfdom, and were bought, sold, and given away as part of the estates on
which they resided. Tn the charter by Stephen, Earl of Mortagne, after-
wards king, granting certain lands and privileges to the Abbey of Furness,
which he founded in 1127, we find that he makes over to the monks—
“Dalton and all his lordship of Furness, with the men and everything
thereto belonging, that is in woods and plains, in land and water; and
Ulverstone and Roger Braithwaite with his possessions,” and so on.

For about four hundred years from the middle of the twelfth century,
the ecclesiastical must have been the predominating influence in this hill
country. The district was, indeed, environed by almost a cordon of
wealthy and religious houses. Besides Furness Abbey it had on the south
the priories of Conishead and Cartmel. On the eastern confines was the
abbey of Shap. On the north-east, but more distant, stood the fair priory
of Lanercost, and that of St. Mary of Carlisle. To the north was the
famous abbey of Holme Culiram ; and the west had the priory of St,
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Bees, the beautiful abbey of Calder, and the nunnery of Seton. Of these,
Furness Albey was the most powerful, and the most intimately connected
with the district under consideration. Besides holding extensive posses-
sions in other parts of it, the abbot for the time being held sway as lord
paramount over the whole liberty of Furness, comprising some of the
richest and most picturesque portions of the lake country; and though
Furness contained five families of knightly rank, besides a numerous
squirearchy, all these paid homage and fealty to the abbot, who also had
supreme control over the military establishment of the district, each of the
mesne lords and free homagers raising his proportion of armed men at his
SUmMMmMons.

There can be no doubt but the rule of the monks was vastly beneficial
to the lake country, in developing its natural resources—in directing and
encouraging the industry of the people—improving agriculture, and
bringing wastes into cultivation—carrying out mining and smelting opera-
tions—and lastly, for which their memory ought ever to be held in rever-
ence, setting the example of enfranchising the serfs, elevating from a state
of slavery to that of free tenantry, not only their own vassals, but those of
their lay neighbours. There is an ancient document extant by which a
lay lord assigns one of his “mnatives,” with all his retinue and chattels, to
the abbot and monks of Calder—*so,” as it runs, ““that from this time
they may be free and exempt from all state servitude and reproach of
villeinage from me and my heirs.” The great poet of the lakes, in his
verses on St Bees, thus refers to these beneficent priests:

“ Who with the ploughshare clove the barren moors,
And to green meadows changed the swampy shores;
Thioned the rank woods; and for the cheerful grange
Made room, where wolf and boar were used to range ?
Who taught, and shewed by deed, that gentler chains
Should bind the vassal to his lord’s domains ?

The thoughtful monks—intent their lord to please,
For Christ's dear sake, by human sympathies.”

The spiritual wants of the inhabitants of the more remote parts of their
jurisdiction were attended to by members of those communities stationed
amongst them, or, where the population was more scanty, by occasional
visitation. An old bulding is still in existence at Hawkshead where one
or two priests from Furness resided, and where the Abbot’s bailiff collected
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the abbey dues, and administered justice in the name of his lord. There
is also a tradition that a monk from Furness resided at a place called
Bank Ground, on the eastern shore of Conistone Lake; and other localities
have similar traditions. Of the visits of the priests to the wilder parts, I
once discovered an interesting relic. At a farm louse in the ¢ unfinished ”
vale of Seathwaite, I noticed that the cats fed from a vessel of uncommon
form and material. On examination this proved to be a small square font
or piscina, which in the old time, no doubt, held holy water when the priest
came up the dale to administer the rites of his charch to the few in-
habitants of that still thinly peopled locality. It was made of white
sandstone, of which there is none in Seathwaite, had a cross well sculp-
tured in relief on one of its four sides, and had been found, not long
before, in a little stream close to the house.

After the Reformation we have few data on which to base any distinct
notion of the ecclesiastical state of the dales’ people, but we know that two
of the earliest protestant archbishops sprung from this district—Edwin
Sandys, of York, from an ancient fatpily located at Hawkshead, and
Edmund Grindal, of Canterbury, from a yeoman stock at Hensingham,
and that each founded and endowed a grammar school in his native parish.
As they were thus solicitous about the educational interests of their native
district, we may hope that these distinguished prelates did not overlook its
religious requirements. Nearer to our own times the clergy of the dales
were not in such a position as the friends of the church would desire.
Most livings were miserably small, many without residences, the incum-
bent living at Whittlegate, that is, exercising the privilege of using his
knife at the different tables in his chapelry, in some rotation arranged
according to the value of the holdings; and, besides being obliged to act as
parish schoolmasters, the clergy had in many cases to resort to labour the
most derogatory to eke out a livelihood. The undignified position in which
they felt themselves, the dull monotony of their week day lives, and
perhaps the constant temptation presented by the little public house always
seen in the dales, illustrating the old rhyme, too often led to habits much
more degrading to the cloth than any secular labour. It is, however, con-
solatory to know that the present clergy there, as they are better supported
are likewise, in all respects, better fitted for their duties than most of their
predecessors. This rude outline of the religious history of the dales’
people would not be complete without noticing that there are a few Baptist
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chapels, some as old as the time of the Commonwealth, scattered over
the district, as well as several Quaker meeting houses, dating from the
era of George Fox, who married a wife, and made many converts
there. It is well known that the early quakers did not exhibit the
unobtrusive and placid deportment that signalizes their descendants.
And it is probable that their energetic preaching and bold defiance of
order, more especially their frequent bearding of the little respected
law, and often of clergy, during service in the churches, captivated the
fancy of a people from whom a fearless assertion of principle has always
won respect.

The feudal condition of the dales’ people after the suppression of the
monasteries was probably the same as for ages before, though some of
their rights were disputed, and it is also probable that the church vassals
would find their new superiors hardly so considerate and indulgent as the
benevolent monks. The bulk of the population consisted of small copy-
holders and customary tenants, who occupied tenements of various extent,
paying certain dues to the lords of the manors, and affording them a fixed
amount of armed support in time of war. For many ages the habits of
this people were especially warlike. And of this, a curious evidence is
preserved in the well known boast of Sir Lancelot Threlkeld, a stout
Cumbrian knight, who married the widow of the Lord Clifford that mur-
dered the young Earl of Rutland, and was himself slain at or before the
battle of Towton. Sir Lancelot’s boast was, that ““he had three noble
houses ; one for pleasure, Crosby in Westmorland, where he had a park
full of deer; one for profit and warmth, namely, Yanwath, nigh Penrith ;
and the third, Threlkeld, on the edge of the vale of Keswick, well stocked
with tenants to go with him to the wars.” Their restless neighbours, the
Scots, kept them constantly on the ‘qui vive' to repel inroads, and to make
reprisals ; and we find also, by many records, that they had ever and anon
to muster and march under their respective leaders, not only to the wars
against the Scots, but to take part in all the great civil commotions that
have convulsed this country. During the wars of the Roses nearly all the
gentry of the lakes plunged with their tenantry into the conflict, mostly
declaring for the house of Lancaster, though Richard of Glo’ster made
many friends on the eastern side of the conntry during his residence in the
castle of Penrith. The tomb of another Cumbrian knight of that period,
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in the little church of Muncaster, bears the following suggestive inscrip-
tion (in old English):
Of pour charitic prepe for the gowl of
Sir FPobn ve Penpngton sonne of Sir Alan Ve Penpngton who
badve to fopffe Elizabeth Dowwter of Sir Wichols ve Wavcliffe
De Derioentfvater a woman of noble Hlude pis Bir Fobn
resgebed Holie Wynge Warepe whpche ag Wency pe Sinth at
{Molcagter 1461 Wynge Farrpe gabe Sir JPobn a braube workyd
glagse cuppe ith His Rod before pat whplles the
famylic shod keep Hit unbrecken thei sholde gretelp thrif
whoche cuppe i3 kalled the Tuck of FWolcastre
e fvag a grete captain and Heded the left inge of the avmie
agapne the Seotties fohplles Erle of Porthumberland Heded
the maypne hodie

The attempt of Lambert Simnel upon the crown was fatal to one old
Furness family, said to be of Saxon descent. Sir Thomas Broughton, of
Broughton, with his array, joined Martin Swart and his Flemings when
they landed in Furness, with the Irish Geraldines, to support the claims
of that impostor, and was slain at the battle of Stokefield, or, as some
pretend, escaped and lived for many years in concealment amongst his
tenants in Witherslack. However the fact might be, the name was extin-
guished, and the estate given by Henry VIIL. to his stepfather, the Earl
of Derby.

In the disastrous rebellion of the northern lords in Elizabeth’s time, the
lake gentry bore a part; and I have been told—I cannot say on what
authority—that the first rendezvous of the leaders in that rising was at
Hawkshead. In the great civil war of the seventeenth century, nearly all
the gentry of the district declared for the king, and suffered severely for
their loyalty. The Philipsons of Windermere were so impoverished that
they never recovered their former position, and have since disappeared.
The Kirkbies of Kirkby, also, never entirely rallied from their losses in
the royal cause. The same may be said of the Huddlestones of Millom, a
family who boasted a pedigree reaching five generations beyond the con-
quest. Nine brothers of this house held commands in Charles’ army ; and
the eldest, Sir William, raised for the king's service a regiment of horse
and one of foot, the latter of which he maintained at his own cost during
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the whole war; and for his bravery at Edge Hill, where he retook the
royal standard, was made a knight banneret on the field. The young
Farl of Derwentwater’s fatal share in the affair of 1715 is well known, but
there is no record of his Cumbrian tenantry being with their lord at the
unfortunate occupation of Preston. In 1745, though it is believed that
several of the Cumbrian gentry were pledged to join Charles Edward,
fortunately for them they were arrested, and held in durance till all was
over, and so prevented imperilling their lives and estates without wilfully
violating their pledges. Though the military spirit of the people has lain
almost dormant for two centuries, events have occurred in the meantime
to shew that the old readiness to act has not been dead in them.

Of the people of this district in our own times, it may be said in the
first place, that in their physical attributes they are probably the finest
race in Her Majesty’s dominions, Their Scandinavian descent, their con-
stant exposure to a highly oxygenized atmosphere, their hereditary passion
for athletic sports and exercises, their happy temperament, their exemption
from privation—real poverty being very rare amongst them—and many
other causes have contributed to develope and maintain this physical pre-
eminence, and to enable them to enjoy as pastime an amount of exposure
and fatigue that few but themselves would willingly encounter. Thomas
de Quincey, who lived thirty years amongst them, observed them closely,
and knew them well, after remarking that *“it is the lower classes that in
every nation form the fundus in which lies the national face, as well as the
national character,” says—* Each exists here in racy purity and integrity,
not disturbed in the one by alien intermarriages, nor in the other by
novelties of opinion, or other casual effects derived from education and
reading.” Again writing of the gatherings at the auctions amongst the
hills, still favorite holiday occasions with the people, the same author says,
“There you saw old men whose heads would have been studies for Guido;
there you saw the most colossal and stately figures amongst the young men
that England has to shew; there the most beautiful young women. There
it was that sometimes I saw a lovelier face than ever I shall see again.”
The eloquent Opium Eater gave the strongest possible proof that his admi-
ration was real, by taking one of these **beautiful young women” to wife.
I may mention in connexion with this part of my subject, that the different
regiments of lifeguards, which require the tallest and best formed men the
nation can furnish, are largely recruited from the lake counties, as also is
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the Liverpool police, a circumstance which no doubt goes far towards
making that body, what it certainly is, the finest civil force in the
kingdom.

The dales people are also remarkable for longevity. I have seen in a
cottage the living representatives of the extremes of five generations, and
in another Jadjoining, a family of children who had fourteen living an-
cestors,—their parents, their grand-parents, and all their eight great-
grand-parents being still alive. Statistics show that in some of the parishes
the proportion of those who survive the age of fourscore is as one in six;
the general average of the kingdom giving only one in thirty-two. These
are remarkable proofs of the salubrity of the district.

The morals of the Fell folk are those of most raral communities—not
inferior certainly to those of their more pretentious neighbours over the
border. Miss Martineau is the only writer who speaks out on this subject,
as, indeed, whether right or wrong, she does upon most others, and I gladly
lay the responsibility of censure upon one so able, and so willing, to bear it.
This lady says,— Scarcely anything can be conceived more lifeless, un-
varied, and unideal, than the existence of the dales people and their families ;
and where the intellect is left so idle and unimproved as among them, the
sensual vices are sure to prevail. These vices rage in the villages and small
towns, and probably no clergyman or justice of the peace will be ever
heard speaking of the rural innocence of the region,—which is, indeed,
only to be found in works of the imagination. The people have their
virtues, many and great,” and so on.

In their social and domestic relations, there is much that is admirable.
The hearty and genial tone of their ordinary intercourse is scarcely less
pleasing than their active sympathy with, and generous readiness to assist,
those neighbours who are visited by misfortune, of which instances innu-
merable have passed under my own observation. Open-hearted charity and
hospitality still form a large portion of the character of the dales people
though the great increase of tramps, and of tourists, in their country,
rendering its general bestowal impossible, makes its existence less obvious
than formerly. :

Except on some very exciting occasions, they rarely allow their feelings
to carry them beyond the placid demeanour of their every-day life. Their
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matter of fact nature makes them regard with indifference, if not with
contempt and dislike, any highflown expression of sentiment. They are
not distinguished by the romantic or poetic temperament that characterizes
the natives of other mountain districts, and certainly possess none of that
exaggerated attachment to their country that is said to affect Swiss
mercenaries and Highland soldiers so inconveniently on foreign service.

Of powerful attachment to home itself 1 have seen many instances in
the lake country. I have known the sons of a ruined statesman, one after,
another, enter upon, as farmers, the land their fathers had held as pro;
prietors, and that without hope of making it profitable. Respecting this
feeling amongst the yeomanry of the lakes, Wordsworth says,—** Their
little tract of land serves as a kind of permanent rallying point for their
domestic feelings, as tablets upon which they are written, which makes
them objects of memory in a thousand instances in which they would
be otherwise forgotten.”

In another particular they are unlike other mountaineers. Though
singing, next to dancing, is the chief amusement at their frequent merry-
nights, and the only one, besides drinking ale and smoking, at the sheep-
shearings, they have no music native to the district. As to poetry, besides
the poems and ballads written in their own dialect, and descriptive of
their own life and manners, the works of Burns are all they hold in much
esteem. Burns alone, of all poets, seems to reach their feelings and
understandings. Wordsworth, who professed to draw his inspiration from
humble life and common incident, they hardly recognise as a poet. Hearing
him spoken of in Langdale, not far from his residence, by two. intelligent
old ’statesmen, as “ the master of the stamp office,” I enquired if they had
ever heard of him as a poet? “ O yes, they had heard he was a first-rate
hand at THAT.” Had they ever read any of his poetry ? *They could not
say they had.”

The dalesmen don’t pay much respect to any one who addresses them in
language they are not accustomed to, nor do they make much allowance
for ignorance of their own dialect. In a Cumberland village I once
stopped to speak to am old lady at her door, and T began by remarking
that the river was much swollen. “We call it a beck,” said the old lady,
turning her back upon me, and telling her grand-daughter to bring out the
serapple. “ What may a scrapple be 2" I asked, rather deferentially. *¢ Why
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that’s what a scrapple may be,” said she, indicating a coal rake in the girl's
hand ; and as I moved away thinking that “scrapple” was a tolerably expres-
sive name for the implement in question, I overheard her say to a
neighbour, “ I don’t know where he has been brought up—he calls t' beck
a river, and does not know what a scrapple is!” They have a very quick
sense of humour, and sometimes practice a little mystification on inquisitive
strangers whose questions.they consider uncalled for, by cramming into
their answers as many obsolete provincialisms as their dialect can supply.
Of this the moest outré of all the specimens I remember is the reply of a
boatman on Ullswater to a tourist who made the somewhat stupid enquiry,
¢ Does it ever rain here ?” * Why it donks and dozzles, and sometimes
gives a bit of a snifter, but it never comes in any girt pell,” leaving the
querist’s stock of information very much as he found it. Their power of
sarcasm is considerable, aud so is their readiness in repartee; and of these
I could adduce many examples did time and space permit. -

Some of their superstitions are respectable.  Besides the ordinary
complement of mere vulgar apparitions, such as boggles, dobbies, headless
women, and murdered pedlars, et hoc genus omne, there is the Castle rock
of St. John, which on a certain night in each year becomes what it was
“in good king Arthur’s time,”—a real castle, with gates, drawbridge,
banners, and warders complete ; there is the boat full of spectral passengers,
occasionally seen crossing Thirlmere at midnight from the foot of Helvellyn
to the old mansion of Armboth, which is supernaturally lighted up for
their reception and entertainment ; there is, besides the luck of Muncaster,
already alluded to, the more famous luck of Eden Hall, a similar cup with
a similar prestige, but with a different story, having been reft from a fairy
revel by a pot-valiant butler; there is the old gate at Grasmere, where, with
sufficient faith, you may obtain whatever you wish for; there are the two
skulls in the old hall of Calgarth, which always come grinning back in
the morning, however they may have been disposed of over night; and
many more, which we cannot stay to indicate.

Before concluding, I should wish to combat a reproach implied in the
quotation I have given from Miss Martineau, in which that lady hints
that the intellect of the dales people is left idle and unimproved. To
say that a people occupied as they are, mainly in pastoral and agricultural
pursuits, is an educated or studious people, were absurd; but I have
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known many instances amongst them where a love of letters was cherished
in most unfavorable positions, and also many, where a fair amount of
general learning, and even of scientific knowledge, has been acquired
under circumstances the most adverse to such acquirements. The case
of Jonathan Otley stands prominently out as one of these instances,—
the venerable mountain guide and geologist, who, born of poor parents,
in the Vale of Loughrigg, and bred a basket maker, died, a nonage-
narian, last winter, at Keswick,—and of whom, in an address to the
young men of that little town, it was then well ssid, * Recently there
was breathing and moving among them one whose regularity and tem-
perance enabled him to carry, with a very slight stoop, the weight of
90 years. Years before most of them came into existence he settled
among those scenes which he loved so long and so tenderly, as a humble
but intelligent artizan; for he loved reading and was attached to study
and thought. In those remote days there were no mechanics’ institutes,
no cheap lending libraries, but there was a strong will in this man to
procure learning, and a strong will—as it ever must—provided a ready
way. He read, not simply books, but nature; and he read his lesson
well. He knew the depth of every lake and the height of every hill, for
he himself had fathomed the one and scaled the other. Not a flower
blossomed in our valleys, nor a fern waved on our mountain sides, but he
knew its nature and properties, and had marked its beauty. He could
tell of what materials the everlasting hills were bullt, and the interior
structure of the mighty Skiddaw was as familiar to him as its outward
form was to them.”

But besides numerous minor lights of brave old Jonathan Otley's order,
the lake country has produced some of the most eminent self-made men
that the world has known. The poet, William Wordsworth, though a
native of the district, may not be claimed as a self-educated man ; but the
painter, George Romney, the successful rival of Sir Joshua Reynolds, and
said by Flaxman to be *“ the first of our painters in poetic dignity of con.
ception,” was the son of a Furness carpenter, and in early life worked for
several years at his father's trade; the traveller, historian, and geographer,
Sir John Barrow, was born in a very humble cottage near Ulyerstone ; and
the philosopher, John Dalton, was the son of a poor weaver in a Cumber-
land village, and from the age of twelve had to support himself by

teaching. Even this short list, which might easily be extended, should
N
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suffice to refute any imputation of a low order of intelligence or indispo-
sition to mental culture thrown upon the sparse population of this region.
The writer of this imperfect essay was among them many years, occupied
in the discharge of duties affording unequalled opportunities for studying
the peculiarities of their mental, as well as their physical organization,
and he believes that more favorable circumstances only are required to
make them as remarkable for the development of their intellectual as
already they are for that of their physical nature.




