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ON THE STATE OF THE WESTERN PORTION

OF THE ANCIENT KINGDOM OF NORTHUMBERLAND,

DOWN TO THE PERIOD OF THE NOttMAN CONQUEST.

By John Hodgson Hinde, Esq. 

(BEAD ON THE 3nD AND 17TH OF JANUARY, 1856.)

The kingdom of Northumberland, in its integrity, comprised the entire 
district which lies between the Mersey and the Humber to the South, and 
the Friths of Clyde and Forth to the North. The Northern limits have 
never been disputed, and, although Dr. Whitaker has suggested that the 
Ribble, rather than the Mersey, formed its South-western boundary, we 
have on the other side the unquestionable testimony of the Saxon Chronicle, 
that Manchester, seated on the latter river, was subject to the Northumbrian 
kings, not only during the early preponderance of that state, but almost to 
the close of its existence, a century after the other members of the Heptarchy 
were absorbed in the monarchy of Egbert. " In the year 923," we read 
that " King Edward commanded a body of Mercians to take possession of 
Manchester, in Northumberland, and to repair and occupy it." To the 
South-east, the Humber furnished both a limit and a name to this extensive 
territory.

If history had been altogether silent, the nomenclature of the district 
would of itself afford sufficient evidence that a people speaking a language 
radically different from the Saxon, were its earliest colonists. It is true, 
that in the names of the towns and villages, we generally find indications 
of an Anglo-Saxon etymology, and such we should expect to be the case 
from our experience in all parallel instances. Wherever a new people settle, 
they invariably give, to their acquired abodes, names which are significant in 
their own language ; and the more complete the extermination or subjection 
of their predecessors, the more universal the change *f topographical



designation. It extends, indeed, not merely to the hamlets which they 
occupy, but to the fields which they till, and to the hill-sides where their 
flocks are depastured. If we go beyond this, and inquire amongst the 
rugged mountains, the crags, the caverns, and, above all, the rivers, we 
invariably meet with traces of the earlier inhabitants. Throughout the 
ancient limits of Northumbria, whilst the towns and  villages remind us of 
the Anglo-Saxon settlement, or the more recent domination of the Danes, 
the rivers and bolder features of the country reveal, in their names, the antient 
haunts of a Celtic people. If, in other districts of Britain, the traces of this 
primseval race are faint or uncertain (which, however, I must not be understood 
to affirm), the case is far otherwise here. In the rivers especially, whether 
they fall into the Western or Eastern sea, in the Clyde, the Eden, and the 
Lune, equally with the Tweed, the Tyne, and the Ouse, we have indisputable 
remains of a Celtic language.

Whatever mixture of race took place previous to Caesar's invasion, 
between the Britons and their continental neighbours, was confined, as far 
as our information extends, to the southern coast of the island if, indeed, 
even here the intruders were not descended from the same stock as those 
amongst whom they established themselves. That the original inhabi 
tants of Gaul were of the same lineage as the Britons has never been 
questioned ; but the more recent settlers in this island were derived from 
the Belgic, as distinguished from the Celtic portion of that country, and 
Ceesar tells us, on the authority of the best informed of the Belgian people, 
that the latter were the descendants of a band of adventurers who had 
emigrated in comparatively recent times from the German banks of the 
Rhine. There is no reason to doubt the strict accuracy of this account; 
nor is it to be wondered that Ctesar, who was no critical ethnologist, 
accepted this fact as a proof of identity of race between the Belgians and 
the Germans. We know, however, that the tribes who were familiar to 
Cffisar as Germans, and whom we still recognize as such, were not the 
original inhabitants of Germany, but that that vast territory, extending to 
the sources of the Danube, was possessed in the time of Herodotus by the 
same Celtic race who occupied Gaul and all Western Europe, to the con 
fines of the Cynetce. Even in Caesar's time the Germans were but recent 
colonists in their adopted country, and it is more probable that the Belgse 
were the last remnants of the original Celtic population of Germany, and 
were driven across the Rhine by the invading Germans, than that they



were themselves a portion of the invading host. It is sufficiently wonderful 
that a district so wide as Germany should have heen occupied in a com 
paratively short period hy a people previously unknown to the civilized 
world, without assigning to them a third of Gaul also, separated as it is 
from their actual conquests by so formidable a natural barrier as the Rhine. 
Even, however, admitting the German origin of the Belgse, and their 
amalgamation with the maritime tribes of Southern Britain, still, in the 
district immediately under consideration, the Celtic blood remained unaffected 
by foreign alliances, when the expedition of Csesar directed attention to 
an island previously almost unknown to geographers beyond its name.

After the establishment of the Roman supremacy, there can be no doubt 
that the exclusively Celtic character of the population was considerably 
modified ; first by the settlement of Roman citizens either holding official 
appointments or engaged in commerce ; secondly, and to a much greater 
extent, from the legionary and auxiliary forces quartered in the island. If 
the auxiliary troops had been solely or chiefly derived from one province 
of the empire, there is no question that their long residence amongst a 
subject people must have had a tendency to introduce their own customs, 
arts, and, to a certain extent, their language, amongst the general popula 
tion ; but so far was this from being the case, that amongst the garrisons 
scattered over the island we find representatives of almost every nation 
which owed allegiance to Rome, and the influence of each corps must 
either have been purely local, or, which is more probable, the whole must 
have merged their provincial peculiarities in their acquired characteristics 
as Roman soldiers. In this way, the tendency of this vast military estab 
lishment was to effect the complete Romanization of the British people. 
An idea has indeed been put forth by some writers that an element of 
Saxon, or at least of German, nationality was predominant amongst the 
auxiliary forces; but this has been advanced without dne consideration of 
the authentic documentary information which we possess on this subject. 
In the Notitia we have a complete list of all the garrisons in Britain. 
Excluding the legionary troops, we find eight garrisons of auxiliaries under 
the command of the Count of the Saxon Shore, of which two only were Ger 
mans, a troop of Tungrecani at Dover, and a cohort of Vetasii at Reculver. 
Under the Duke of Britain we find thirty-six, of which not more than three 
were Germans, the first cohort of the Batavians, the first cohort of Tungri, 
and the first cohort of Frixagi, if, indeed, the last were Germans, but their



nationality is not clearly ascertained. Of the other garrisons under the 
Duke of Britain, thirteen were either not derived exclusively from any 
particular locality, or their country cannot be determined.* The remaining 
twenty are derived from no fewer than ten distinct provinces of the Roman 
Empire, and as the whole were quartered in the district now under con 
sideration, it may be well to mention the number from each, viz. : six 
from Belgium,! and two from the other provinces of Gaul,J five from Spain,§ 
two from Dalmatia,|| and one each from Pannonia.U Dacia,** Thrace,ft 
Mauritania,JJ and Sarmatia.§§ These garrisons were not mere moveable 
forces, subject at any time to be transferred from one station to another, 
but rather military colonies which occupied the same position for ages, as 
appears from numerous inscriptions commemorating the same troop or 
cohort, resident in the same locality during a long series of years. Whether 
each company was recruited from the colony of which it was the nucleus, 
or by drafts from the province to which it originally belonged, or by indis 
criminate enlistment from any quarter, we are not in a condition to deter 
mine ; neither do we know whether the officers, as well as the men, were 
provincials, or whether, like our own Indian Army, the officers belonged to 
the parent state, the men to the provinces, or if any general rule prevailed 
ou this head ; and yet all these are considerations which would materially 
affect the social position not only of the colony but of the district in which 
it was situated. It is not probable that any considerable portion of the 
auxiliary forces were withdrawn with the legionary from Britain, when the

» Equites Catafractarij, Ala Prima Herculea.
Numerus Vigilum. ' Ala Saviniana.
Numerus Exploratorum. Ala Petiiana.
Nnmerus Directorum. Numerus Pacensium.
Numerus Defensorum. Numerus Longovicarisium.
Numerus Supervenientum. Cohors prima Cornoviorum. 
Cohors prima jElia Classica.

* Numerus Nerviorum. Cohors secnndaLingnnnm.
Cohors tertia Nerviorum. Cohors quarta Lingonum.
Cohors sexta Nerviorum. Cohors priina Morinorum.

J Cohors quarta Gallomm. Numerus Solensium.
8 Cohors prima Hispanorum. Ala secnnda Asturum. 

Numerus Barcariorum Tigrenaium. Cohors prima Asturum. 
Ala priina Astnrum.

|| Equites Dalmalte. Cohors secunda Dalmatarum. 
5T Equites Crispiani. ** Cohors prima JE\w Dacorum.

 ft Cohors secunda Thracum. 
{} Numerus Mnurinorum. 5§ Cunens Sarmatarum.



Romans relinquished the sovereignty of the island ; many garrisons were 
no doubt overwhelmed and annihilated, especially on the frontier, by the 
northern barbarians, and many were probably merged in the general popu 
lation, with whom they must, from long residence and frequent alliances, 
have become identified in interest and feelings.

All these considerations seem to point to the conclusion, that on the 
termination of the Roman power the original Celtic element was still 
predominant in the population, mixed indeed with many others by a 
variety of foreign connections, and improved and refined by contact with 
the Roman citizens. The presence of a Belgian corps in one locality, of a 
Spanish in another, and of a German in a third, would, to some extent, 
alter the provincial characteristics in each, but not to such an extent as 
materially to affect the national character of the Briton civilized by the 
Roman, or in the appropriate phrase, which has been generally adopted, 
the Romanized-Briton.

The Saxons are known to us by name as early as the time of Ptolemy, 
about A.D. 120, but they were then an obscure tribe, sharing, with 
seven others, the contracted territory of the Cimbric Chersonese; and more 
than a century and a half elapsed before they did anything to merit the 
notice of historians. In the year 287, we read of a confederacy of Saxons 
and Franks, who had made themselves so formidable by their incursions 
on the coasts of Belgium and Armorica, that a Roman fleet was stationed 
at Boulogne to check their piracies, and the celebrated Carausius, who 
afterwards assumed the purple in Britain, was appointed to the command. 
The shores of Britain were before long subjected to similar devastations, 
and an officer was appointed, with the title of Count of the Maritime Trac*, 
whose special duty was to defend the Southern and Eastern coasts from 
the barbarians. In the year 367, the Count of the Maritime Tract was 
slain, together with his brother-officer, the Duke of Britain, in an incursion 
of the Picts and Scots. The Saxons do not, at that period, occur amongst 
the invaders of Britain, but they made a simultaneous movement against 
the shores of Gaul, which added to the perplexities of the Roman Emperor, 
Valentinian, and might even have been fatal to his power, but for the 
vigorous measures taken by his General, Theodosius.

The title given to the guardian of the sea-coast in the Notitiais " Count 
of the Saxon Shore," and the garrisons under his command extended from


