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ON THE ROMAN REMAINS RECENTLY DISCOVERED AT 

WALTON-LE-DALE, NEAR PRESTON.

By Charles Hardwick, Esq. 

(BEAD SKP APBIL, 1856.)

Notwithstanding the destructive influence of time, of agricultural im­ 
provement, and of wars engendered by personal cupidity, " domestic treason 
or foreign malice," remains of several Roman roads and stations may yet 
be traced in various parts of Britain. As may be anticipated, however, 
from the imperfect character of the few ancient records which have 
descended to us, considerable difference of opinion has been expressed by 
antiquaries respecting the identity of existing localities with those of the 
Roman topography.

In this respect Lancashire appears to be rather more unfortunate than 
many other portions of the island of Britain. The venerable Camden 
expresses a fear that he would " give little satisfaction either to himself or 
his readers" when he enters upon the consideration of the archaeological 
remains relating to this county. Although much has been discovered and 
written since his time, the subject still remains enveloped in considerable 
obscurity; the most eminent modern antiquaries by no means agreeing 
even hi the general outline. Every new disclosure of remains indicating 
Roman occupation must therefore be regarded as an event of considerable 
interest. I take the present opportunity of acknowledging my obligations 
to this Society during my recent investigation of the site of the Roman 
station at Walton-le-dale; not merely for the valuable information con­ 
tained in the published volumes, but also for the confidence and enthusiasm 
which the example of several of its members induced, and without which, 
perhaps, the first indications might have been passed over as relatively 
unimportant.

The Roman remains at Walton were brought to light, like many others, 
by fortuitous circumstances. During the past year I have been occupied 
in collecting materials for a " History of Preston and the neighbourhood."
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I was aware of the existence of a tradition which identified a mound 
planted with trees, and known by the name of the " Plump," with the 
burial ground of "Scotch warriors" slain in Cromwell's victory over 
the Duke of Hamilton, in 1648. I therefore visited the spot several 
times in June last, for the purpose of examining its structure, and ascer­ 
taining whether or not existing remains countenanced the tradition. Some 
workmen, employed by the highway surveyor, had commenced digging for 
stones and gravel. This fortunately afforded an excellent opportunity for 
a minute inspection. The labourers, being resident in the neighbourhood, 
had heard of the tradition, and fully expected to meet with some memorials 
of the battle. During the absence of the excavators, I picked up a piece 
of metal, which had evidently formed part of some manufactured article. 
It seemed too thin to be a fragment of a skull-cap, or a piece of plate 
armour. It however distinctly presented an indentation from the blow of 
a pointed instrument, and there were some dark red stains upon it. The 
metal itself appears to be a mixture of tin and lead. This served to 
stimulate me to further investigation. Three brass coins were next found 
by the workmen, two of which were illegible from corrosion; but the 
other was obviously Roman. This coin has since been pronounced to be 
a first brass of Domitian. The labourers thought it a " Scotch penny," 
from the imperfect figure on the reverse bearing some resemblance to a 
kilted Highlander. Thus whilst searching for remains of the Common­ 
wealth period, proofs of Roman occupation were disclosed.

Remembering the injunction of Mr. Robson,* I immediately instituted 
a stricter search. Specimens of Roman pottery were soon found in abun­ 
dance, when the attention of the workmen had been directed to its peculiar 
character and importance. A large quantity of earthenware, and other 
remains, were taken from their place of deposit by myself and several 
friends to whom I communicated the discovery. During this exploration, 
an area of nearly one hundred superficial yards was excavated to a depth 
of about three feet. In the original soil (or " sea sludge," as the labourers 
termed it,) a foundation wall, about eight yards long, eighteen inches broad, 
and nearly a foot in depth, was discovered. It is formed of irregularly 
shaped, but perfectly adjusted fragments of the red-sandstone rock of the 
neighbourhood, which, from having been buried so long in the earth, has

* Transactions of the Historic Society, vol. iii. p. 76.
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become parti'illy disintegrated. The Romans first taught the British 
people the use of mortar; and as no mortar or other cement had been 
employed iu the construction of this foundation wall, the presumption ia 
that it was the work of the original inhabitants. Above this was spread 
a layer of large boulders, mixed with glarece, or gravel, in and upon 
the surface of which the Roman remains were discovered. This stratum 
was about a foot in thickness, and, from the first, was pronounced 
by the workmen, who were accustomed to dig for road materials, to be 
of artificial construction. The fact that the red rock foundation wall 
was discovered below the stones and gravel, confirms their opinion. The 
boulders only extending to a certain distance, the excavators relinquished 
their labour, and filled up the cavity, or doubtless many other relics of 
interest might have been discovered, as the mound extends considerably 
further to the east and north of the site of the excavation. Two, or even 
three distinct terraces may still be perceived descending towards the Ribble, 
notwithstanding the garden cultivation to which a great portion of the 
land has been subjected for some years past. This peculiar formation, Mr. 
Robson informed me, resembles much the station at Caer-rhun, about five 
miles beyond Conway. I afterwards discovered, by digging a small hole at the 
western extremity of the mound, beneath the trees, that the Roman remains 
extended fifteen yards further in that direction than the original excavation. 
Mr. Martland, of the Bridge Inn, Walton-le-dale, the tenant of the adjoining 
land, had previously exposed a large quantity of bright red clay fragments 
of pottery, &c., considerably to the eastward of the " Plump," but not 
being aware of their archaeological importance, the prettier portions were 
given to his children, and the remainder re-consigned to the earth. I 
have, myself, picked up Roman pottery at the eastern extremity of this 
garden. Thus the extent of the station already discovered, from east to 
west, is about one hundred yards.

Beneath the trees in the " Plump," the vegetable soil and alluvial deposit 
had accumulated to nearly the depth of two feet above the Roman remains. 
In the adjoining garden, the gravel and stones are nearer the surface. 
Many of the latter have been removed during the past and some preceding 
winters. This portion being the most elevated land in the neighbourhood, 
has been rarely covered by even the highest floods, and, consequently, but 
little river debris is found upon what I call the third terrace. It is not so,
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however, with the two lower ones. Here the periodical deposits have 
formed a considerable depth of very superior soil. Stepping across these 
terraces from south to north, I found the highest and middle plateau to he 
each about thirty yards in breadth, and the lowest from fifty to sixty, 
making the extent of the entire station about one hundred and twenty 
yards. The terraces are elevated from two to three feet above each other. 
From the western extremity to what appears to have been the main 
highway from the south to the ford over the Ilibble, the distance is about 
three hundred yards.

Amongst the remains discovered are four brass coins, besides the one 
already mentioned, viz., a "second brass," with the head and name of 
Domitian distinctly legible, and a "first brass," in moderate preservation, 
which presents the effigy of Antoninus Pius. The others are too much 
corroded to be clearly deciphered. It is probable, however, from the 
general form of the head, that one is a Titus Vespasian. Amongst the 
metallic substances are a small piece of copper, some fragments of thin 
sheet lead, one shewing indication of fusion like solder, two fragments of 
Roman pewter vessels, and several large iron nails. (Plate A, fig, 5.) 
These last are much encrusted with gravel and sand, from the oxidizing 
of the metal, and the lead is covered with a thick white coating, from a 
similar cause. A small bronze fibula, or toga button (as the fastening is 
in the centre), bearing marks of elegant and elaborate chasing, and some 
remains of purple enamel, was likewise picked up. (Figs. 2 and 4, plate A.) 
Another fibula, of totally different form and character, has since been found 
by Mr. Martland's son, together with a small rod or bar of iron plated with 
silver. The latter is ahout three inches and a half long, and one-tenth of 
an inch in diameter. The fibula is of fine brass, ornamented in the centre 
with a circular figure in bright red enamel, resembling the stone setting 
of a modern finger ring. (Plate A, figs. 6 and 7.)

Amongst the stone articles are a large portion, of an " ass," or lower 
stone of a quern, or hand corn mill (plate A, fig. 8); several fragments of 
" riders," or upper quern stones, cut from rock resembling blue lava (plate 
A, fig. 1), and some remains of circular stones of a similar character, sup­ 
posed to have been potter's wheels. One small wheel, or spindle head, 
about an inch and a half in diameter, formed of very fine bluish stone,
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exhibits upon its side marks of friction, apparently produced by rapid 
revolution. (Plate A, fig. 3.)

The fragments of earthenware are extremely numerous, and appear to 
have been formed from five or six distinct clays or composition pastes. 
Some of the pieces of " Roman red lustrous ware " exhibit elegant and well 
executed figures in relief. Many of the ornamental designs of these 
fragments are identical with those on specimens figured in the catalogue 
of the Museum of Practical Geology, found at Roman stations in Britain 
and on the Continent. (Plate B.) A relievo of the Venus de Medici is 
precisely similar to those upon the beautiful vase, represented at page 69 
of the catalogue referred to.

A single fragment presents a good specimen of a peculiar species of 
earthenware, often discovered in Germany and Britain, in which lines of 
dots and figures in relief have been added, after the body of the vase had 
been formed and turned in the lathe. This specimen is unglazed. (Plate 
C, fig. 1.)

There are many fragments of amphoree and lesser vessels, of a great 
variety of form and material. Two necks of vases with single handles, in 
common red clay, resemble those found at Stockton Heath, and figured at 
page 33, vol. ii., of the Historic Society's Transactions. (Figs. 2 and 4, 
plate C.) One large amphora handle exhibits the potter's stamp. From 
superficial decay, all the letters are not very legible; but it appears to 
resemble either PVCRM or FVCRN. (Plate C, fig. 3.) This vase 
handle has been much injured since I made the drawing. There is an 
immense number of fragments of a coarse black or bluish ware, of various 
shapes and sizes. Many have formed low shallow dishes, such as fig. 5, 
plate C, and appear to have been used for cooking purposes.

Considerable lumps of fine red clay, kneaded into a paste, were likewise 
met with, as well as a few fragments of Roman tiles and bricks. It is 
therefore very possible that a brick-kiln, or an establishment for the 
manufacture of the coarser kinds of pottery, existed at Walton.

Amongst other miscellaneous objects, I took from the surface of the 
Roman gravel two portions of a horse's jaw. One consisted of the entire 
half of the lower maxillary bone, but it was in such a decomposed condition, 
that it broke into fragments on removal. The teeth, however, are quite 
perfect. The core of a horn of one of the extinct species of oxen, the



132

Bos lonyifrom, was likewise found amongst th6 Roman remains, together 
with a few bones. Similar horns have been dredged out of the Ribble, 
as well as skulls and bones of the huge Bos primigenius and other extinct 
animals. The Rev. Mr. Thornber possesses a skull of the Bos longifrons 
which was found in the Roman station at Kirkham. One of the garden 
labourers states that he came upon some burnt ashes, covered by a vessel 
of rude pottery, but it was not preserved. I have since learned that other 
remains supposed to be Roman or British, including bronze celts, spear 
heads, &c., had been previously found in the neighbourhood,*

The trees on the " Plump" have been cut down during the past winter, 
and I understand that some of the workmen employed have procured a 
few more coins.

Notwithstanding the accumulation of alluvial deposit, a broad agger is 
still traceable from the immense natural gravel bank or ford at the Ribble, 
towards the present bridge over the Darwen. The workmen employed in 
the erection of Mr. Calvert's weaving shed, which crosses its line, state 
that at some distance below the surface, they came upon a compact mass of 
road material, so hard that a pick-axe could scarcely penetrate it. Near 
Brownedge Chapel, a little further south, there appears still to exist a large 
fragment of the Roman highway, now used as a private road, but marked on 
the ordnance map as " Main way-gate." On the north bank of the Ribble, 
opposite the ford, a zigzag indentation in the face of the steep ascent may 
btill be seen. From this point, the road appears to have passed in a straight 
line over the end of Church Street, near the House of Correction, to 
Preston Moor. As usual, in the immediate neighbourhood of the town, 
all remains are lost. The cutting where it passed the Swillbrook, between. 
Mr. Eastham's new mill and Albyn Bank, is, however, distinctly visible. 
During the construction of the Freehold Park estate in Fulwood, frag­ 
ments were discovered upon the section allotted to Mr. Brewer. A small 
portion of the Roman agger may yet be seen on Preston Moor, where the 
land slopes towards the brook, opposite to Mr. Brewer's plot. This road 
intersected the one from the "Portus" to Ribchester (the seventh iter of 
Richard), on the present " Watling-street," at about an equal distance from 
the "Withy Trees Inn," and Fulwood Barracks. The Rev. John Clay,

* Nearly the entire remains yet found are in the possession of myself and Mr. Alderman 
Brown, who zealously aided rne in the prosecution of my investigations. We purpose 
presenting the principal objects to a Museum in Preston.
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iu one of his interesting lectures on the Ribble, in 1845, gave some par­ 
ticulars respecting the destruction of these roads, which are the more 
valuable, and the more worthy of preservation, as the progress of modern 
improvement has nearly obliterated all traces of them. He observed : 

" In the course of our enquiries about the roads, we were fortunate in 
meeting a fine old man, upwards of ninety years of age, named Richard 
Dewhurst, living on Cadley-moor, in a cottage in which he, and his father 
before him, were born. His memory respecting this road seemed very 
clear. He recollected ' breaking up' seventy years ago the gravel of 
which it was formed, beginning from the Withy Trees, crossing Cadley- 
moor, and continuing past Mr. Grimshaw's house, in the direction of 
Cottam Mill. There can be no doubt that this was a portion of the 
Watling-street; for the old man's memory brings it to Tanteston Hall, 
where its traces re-appear. Mr. Cartwright and I found faint evidences of 
it yet remaining near Plungington, and also near the lodge of water 
belonging to Cadley Mill. Our informant also well remembered that 
another road, constructed also of similar materials, crossed Preston-moor, 
and entered the Watling-street. On this road his fellow-workmen, 
employed in removing the gravel, found some Roman coins. The tradition 
which had come down to our venerable informant was that these roads 
stretched across the whole country. The ' one reaching from east sea to 
west sea; the other from north sea to south sea!' And as to the maker of 
the roads, tradition further declared that they were all made in one night, 
by the author of evil! "

I have, myself, heard, from good authority, that another old man, named 
Thomas Myerscough, who died last year, when upwards of ninety years of 
age, frequently stated that in his youth he had assisted to cart away the 
gravel from off Watling-street.

Dr. Kuerden, in his quaint way, describes these roads as they appeared 
nearly two hundred years ago. The learned doctor laboured hard to prove 
that Preston occupied the site of the Rigodunum of Ptolemy. He makes 
Ribchester the Coccium of Antoninus, and Lancaster the Longovicus of 
the Notitia. Speaking of the road from the coast to Ribchester, he says: 

" This highway, by the country people at this day cald Watliiig-street, 
& was well vewed by the learned and incomparable antiquary, William 
Dugdell, Norroy King of Armes, in his last visitation of the Gentry within
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the county of Lancaster, An. Do. 1664, where by him and many other 
diligent observers there finding a rampire cast up with gravel, & the large­ 
ness of the bulk thereof, was judged to be a Roman strata. Besides, it 
was observed that from this Ribodunum (Preston) to the other Roman 
garrison, the Lougovicus, or Caer werid of the Britons, their Green Citty 
(Lancaster) there was another lesser strata leading betwixt them, as diuers 
signes of a like rampire ouer Preston and Fulwood, more towards Garstang 
by Broughton, are yet conspicuous to the observations of many learned 
men as well as vulgar people."

Dr. Kuerden likewise mentions that not many years previous to his 
recording the circumstance, a " Roman Vrne hi which was found great 
store of antient coynes," was dug up in Myerscough Park, near the line 
of the Roman road. The doctor states that he had himself seen most of 
these coius which were originally in the possession of " that ingenious 
gentleman, Edward Townley, Esq., the proprietor and owner of the park 
of ground where this unie was found."

Some of the elder antiquaries were of opinion that the great Roman 
road from the south to the north crossed the Ribble by the ford at Pen- 
wortham, and passed between Tulketh Hall and the Maudlands. This 
was first conjectured by Percival, and immediately ridiculed by the Rev. 
John Whitaker. Yet, with characteristic daring, he afterwards mentions 
the circumstance as probable, when it did not affect his favourite theory. 
The notion was followed by Edward Baines and others. The absence of 
discovered remains at Penwortham and Tulketh, and the presence of them 
at Walton and elsewhere, now clearly demonstrate the upper ford to be 
the one where the great road crossed the Ribble. The pretensions of the 
" square area" at Maudlands (lately destroyed) to Roman construction 
have been fully exploded.* It was, doubtless, an outpost in connection 
With the works erected by Col. Rosworm, the celebrated German engineer, 
after the capture of Preston by the parliamentary forces under Major-Gen. 
Seaton, on the 9th of February, 1643.  )  The town was re-captured, by the

* It contained a brick chamber, about six feet deep, and sufficiently broad to permit 
the descent of one of the workmen. This is supposed to have been constructed for a 
powder magazine. Some rude oaken staves were found in the ditch. These appeared 
to have formed part of a railing or palisade. The discovery in the mound of fragments 
of clay smoking pipes demonstrated its relatively modern construction.

+ See RosWOrm's pamphlet in " Civil War Tracts," published by the Chetlmm Society.
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Earl of Derby, on the 21st of the following month, and the defences 
destroyed. Baines confounds Maudlauds with Tulketh, and hence the 
blunder. West, the author of the " Antiquities of Furness," speaks, in 
1774, of what he fancied to have been a Roman outpost; but his mound 
and ditch were situated at the head of the high promontory at Ashton, to 
the " SOUTH WEST OF TULKETH HALL." * A few months ago this mound 
was levelled; I examined it several times, but discovered no Roman 
remains. The ditch was evidently, to some extent, an artificial work. The 
locality may have been used by the Romans, or some of their successors, as an 
outpost, as it commands a magnificent prospect of the entire estuary, and a 
considerable portion of the valley to the eastward. Beneath the roots 
of the grass on the outside of the ditch, fragments of building materials 
were visible, probably the remains of the ruins described by West as 
existing in his day, and which had been occupied by the monks under 
Evanus, during the erection of Furness Abbey. The Domesday record 
testifies to a Saxon castle on the opposite headland at Penwortham. The 
site is termed " Castle Hill" to this day.

The discovery of a station at Walton is an event of great importance 
with reference to the determination of the route of the 1 Oth iter of Antoninus. 
The recent discoveries in South Lancashire and Cheshire had shaken the 
hypothesis of the two Whitakers and others, that the iter traversed the 
county by Manchester and Ribchester. It only required proofs of Roman 
occupation near Preston to confirm the theory propounded by Mr. Robson, 
that it passed through Warriugton and Lancaster. These are now 
found. Had the station been situated on the north instead of the south 
side of Preston, as Mr. Robson anticipated, the result would have been 
perfectly satisfactory, and the figures of Antoninus have required no 
emendation, f I may further add, that travelling in a direct line from 
Lancaster, by Cartmel, to near the head of Windermere Lake, where a Roman

  The " Maudlands " is to the east of Tulketh Hall. On the ordnance map, tlie site 
of the temporary "monastry" is marked nearer to the present Tulketh Hall than the 
momid alluded to. Both are now totally erased.

t Mr. Eobsou expected the remains of a posl station, at least, might be found near 
the crossing of the Koman roads on Fulwood Moor. This is about two miles to the 
north of Waltou, and agrees with the figures in the iter. This circumstance, together 
with the belief that Ribchester had been a seaport during the period of the Human 
occupation, may, perhaps, account for the indifference with which the mound at Walton, 
situated amongst the alluvial soil of the valley, has hitherto been regarded by local 
antiquarians.
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camp is marked by West, we get very nearly the distance of the next 
station from the one named Bremetonacis, \'\z. : 27 Roman miles. This 
would answer for Galacum. Doubtless, the three other stations men­ 
tioned ill the iter may yet be found in Cumberland.

Overborough is on the Lune as well as Lancaster, and may, with equal 
propriety, claim to be the Ad Alaunam of Richard, or the Longovicus of 
the Notitia. If Walton be Coccium, the distance will about agree with 
the figures in one of the copies of Richard, which places Ad Alaunam at 
30 miles north of that station, and account for the upper portion of 
his line presenting no similitude to that of Antonine.* The simple fact 
that Ptolemy mentions Rigodunum, and that Antonine does not, is, in my 
opinion, the best possible evidence that the 10th iter of the latter did not 
pass by that place. This Coccium has been a sad trouble to the Roman 
topographers of Lancashire. Both Whitakers fused it into Rigodunum 
by an etymological process. The historian of Manchester informs us that 
Rigodunum means the " Fortress of Royalty," and that Caer Coccui is the 
" City of Supremacy." This is, however, a somewhat different interpreta­ 
tion from that of his erudite namesake and successor. With him Rigo­ 
dunum is Red River, and Coccui, Red Water. Dr. Wbitaker assumed 
that there were not two stations on the Ribble. The discovery at Walton 
solves the problem, and relieves him of the difficulty, the red rock, earth, 
&o., being characteristic of the Ribble equally near Preston and at Rib- 
chester. The station at Walton likewise completes a double line of forts, 
within the territories of the Setautii and the Volautii, the first being at the 
head of the estuaries, which, Tacitus says, Agricola " surveyed himself, and 
marked out the stations," namely, Stockton Heath on the Mersey, Walton 
on the Ribble, and Lancaster on the Lune. The second or inland line, 
higher on the same rivers, were Manchester, Ribchester, and Over- 
borough. As a mere route for either military transit, or for postal com­ 
munication, the lower, or coast road, from the level character of the country,

  The ronte of the former appears to have traversed the eastern portion of West- 
moreland, that of the latter " The Lake district," from the mouth of the Solway, or the 
western extremity of the " Picts' Wall." The roads unite at Lancaster, and are there 
joined, according to Percival, hy n third from Carlisle. The circumstance that Richard 
has omitted a station at Lancaster is of little consequence. He did not profess to give 
all, and must have passed over more than one in the same iter, for he makes th« 
distance from Brocavonacis to Ad Alaunam 47 Roman miles.
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would naturally be more used than the upper, and hence the reason why it 
has found a record in the Itinerary.*

"The elder Whitaker regarded Coccium as the capital of the Setantian 
territory. True, the " City of Supremacy " of a tribe of Ancient Britons 
would present but a poor figure in comparison with even a modern village. 
If there be any value in this interpretation it can only apply to the 
settlement of the Aborigines, and not to that of the Romans. Chester 
appears to have been the most important military station with them 
in this district, and Ribchester perhaps the next. The low mound at 
Walton, situated near the junction of the rivers Ribble and Danven, is a 
locality very likely to have been selected for a stronghold by the original 
inhabitants, and its central position amongst the Setantian people is in 
favour of John Whitaker's supposition. When the surrounding country 
was clothed with primeeval forest, it must have presented the very model 
of a fastness to the eyes of a people who dwelt for security amongst 
morasses and dense woods. The broad stream of the Ribble forms a 
natural fosse on the north and east, whilst the lesser, though not insig­ 
nificant, Darwen, encloses the site on the west, and partially on the 
south. The lower knds in the neigbourhood of the rivers, would, at the 
period referred to, doubtless be sufficiently swampy to accord with the 
most fastidious Ancient Briton's taste with respect to fortification. A 
glance at Robert Porter's map, published in 1738, will show that the 
locality formerly presented even more attractions of this character than 
at present. The Darwen, in its course from near the site of Walton 
Hall, towards its junction with the Ribble, made a deep indentation 
eastward. This formed an additional double moat, and defended the 
mound on the south. The present straight course of the Darwen ia 
artificial. The remains of the old channel may yet be distinctly seen. 
The centre of the curve reaches nearly to the weaving shed lately erected 
by Mr. Calvert. The situation likewise commands the old ford, or " pass 
of the Ribble." (See Map.) The Roman invaders often selected the sites

  By this route the following places would correspond with the southern portion 
of the 10th iter of Antonine: Mediolanum, Middlewich; Condate, Stockton Heath, 
near Warrington; Mancocuniiim, Standish; Coccium, Walton, near Preston; and 
Bremetouacis, Lancaster. This, of course, implies, as suggested by Mr. Bobson, that 
the Mancocunium, with its variation Mancuniuin of the tenth iter is a distinct place 
from the Mamucium, or Manutium of the second, the crossing of the two being at 
Condate.
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of the British towns or encampments for their stations, and the discovery 
of the foundation wall, already alluded to, strengthens the probability that 
Agricola in this instance merely retained possession of a fortress previously 
occupied by the discomfited native inhabitants.

Camden placed Coccium at Cockey, on account of the similitude of the 
names. I have made some enquiry as to existence of any local terms* 
which may have been corrupted from words indicative of the presence of 
Roman people at Walton, hut have not been very successful. This at 
best is dangerous ground to tread upon.

Vf&lton-le-dale is the present title of the village, the valley being named 
Cuerdale. The Roman station is only about a mile distant from the spot 
where the immense Saxon and Danish treasure was found a few years ago. 
May not Cuerdale be a corruption of Caer-dale ? The only relic of any 
portion of the word Coccium that I have yet met with is more humorous, 
I fear, than demonstrative of the existence of a remnant of the Roman 
appellation. However, it is worth notice, and may, perhaps, suggest 
something. Dr. Kuerden, in his description of Preston, nearly a couple 
of centuries ago, says, " There is, likewise, below the Churchgate barrs 
another public footway southward, leading towards the bridge over Rible 
into London-road ; and this passage at its entrance out of town was called 
Cocker-hole." If we by this are to understand that the road led to Cocker 
Hall, it would exactly identify Walton with the word Cocker. This footway 
most probably traversed a portion of the Roman road. On leaving the 
town it was joined by a track of a similar character, which is thus described 
by Kuerden : " Another remarkable foot passage toward Rible Bridge is 
through the churchyard southward, by the publiq schoole and antient 
place called Chappel of Avenam, over the Swilbrook southward, by west 
field to the aforesaid Bridge of Rible; and this passage is called the 
Stoney gate, being the greatest foot tract to the Burrough of Preston."

The discovery at Walton throws valuable light upon the much canvassed 
probability of Ribchester having been a " seaport," during the Roman 
occupation of Britain. The affirmative chiefly rested upon a vague

* Mr. Sibson, describing the road from Warrington to Lancaster, says, " it is probable 
there has been a fortified camp " at Walton, " to protect the pass of the Kibble." He 
adds, that Waltou is Val-tuu, or fortified town. The Eev. John Whitaker says Gual is 
the British word for rampart, and is formed into Wail, Val, Bal, and Ual or Al"
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tradition, and a conjecture of the ever daring elder Whitaker, endorsed by 
the historian of Whalley. The latter learned antiquarian afterwards 
discovered that this position was not tenable, and honorably acknowledged 
it. Mr. Edward Baines, however, in 1830, published a singular paragraph 
on this subject, from which we might infer that, in his opinion, Ribchester 
had been a seaport in the time of the Roman domination. He says: " It 
must be acknowledged that Preston was not a Roman station; but that 
when, by the gradual recession of the waters, or by that mighty convulsion 
of nature which threw up the huge mass of Pendle, and deranged the whole 
system of plants and minerals in the vale of the Kibble, to a great extent Rib­ 
chester sunk into decay, Preston rose upon its ruins and became the principal 
port of Lancashire." He further adds, in a note: "No Roman remains 
have been found here " (Preston) " while at York, Lancaster, Ribchester, 
and Manchester, they abound."

Some antiquaries appear to expect that all remains ought to " come into 
court" at their bidding, or, thenceforth " hold their peace," in crder that 
their theories may be freed from the disagreeable necessity of being 
reconciled with facts subsequently discovered. It would, however, have 
been very remarkable indeed, if such remains could have survived the 
mighty convulsion alluded to. In comparison with the time of the heaving 
up of the " huge mass of Pendle," the Roman occupation of England is 
but a thing of yesterday, as the merest tyro in Geology at the present 
day will easily understand. Mr. Baines afterwards altered his opinion 
and contended that the presence of the red rock in the bed of the river 
disproved the assumption of the elder Whitaker. The Rev. John Clay, 
however, in his lectures on the Ribble, strongly maintained that Pdbchester 
had been a seaport, and that the bed of the river had been elevated by an 
earthquake, since the period of the Roman occupation.

The discovery of the remains in the centre of the alluvial deposit between 
the Ribble and the Darwen, opposite the ford over the former, furnishes 
better evidence of the condition of the valley with regard to tidal action, 
than a thousand speculations, however ingenious. The circumstance that 
the red rock crops out at an angle, and that the immense depth of debris 
in the valley is stratified horizontally, is satisfactory proof that the latter 
has been deposited since the elevation of the former, at whatever period 
that event occurred. The discovery at Walton may be said fairly to set
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this question at rest; for if the tide had, at the time alluded to, risen six 
feet higher, or, what would amount to precisely the same thing, had the 
valley of the Kibble been depressed but six feet, the station could not have 
existed. Indeed, it must have required then, as now, to be well embanked, 
to protect it from the ravages of the winter floods, providing the river 
current and the tidal flow were no greater than at the present time. In 
all human probability the valley of the Kibble presents nearly the same 
general features as when the Koman legions left the country. Its super­ 
ficial aspect may have changed ; the alluvial deposits may have increased; 
the river channel may have become " sanded up," or diverted; marshy 
swamps may have been converted into solid earth; the dense oak forests 
which once crowned its banks, may have fallen before the axe of civiliza­ 
tion ; but no proof has yet been advanced that its great outlines have 
changed since the day when the painted Setantian warriors succumbed to 
Roman discipline and Roman valour, and resigned their stronghold in the 
midst of the swamps of Walton, to the soldiers of the victorious Agricola.


