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O~ Liverroor. PorTeRry.
By Joseph Mayer, F.S.A.

(READ 8D May, 1855.)

In a work just published under the auspices of the Government, con-
taining an account of the Specimens of Pottery in the Museum of Practical
Geology in Jermyn Street, London,* I find that, under the head of
Liverpool, the authors say, “no detailed information has hitherto been
obtained at the Museum respecting this earthenware. It is known that
potteries were carried on at Liverpool about the middle of the last century,
and amongst them was one called the Herculaneum.”

To fill up the chasm left by the authors in the history of the ceramic art
in England, which, in reference to most other sites save Liverpool, has
been detailed with as much accuracy as the materials in their possession
would admit of, I am induced togive a few notices of Potters who carried
on their works in Liverpool, when that art was in its infancy in England,
and who, by their persevering industry and scientific knowledge, helped
to raise up the fame of this now great national manufacture. For what the
authors have done, every lover of the art must feel grateful to them, who
have so perseveringly sought to fix the dates to the several inventions
or improvements connected therewith, that their work is certainly the
most complete of any yet published.

The early history of the art of pottery, ascarried oninthe town of Liverpool,
is involved in much obscurity. The first mention of pottery in Liverpool
which I have yet found, is in the list of town dues payable at the portin the
year 1674, which contains the following items:—*“For every cart-load
of mugs (shipped) into foreign ports, 6d.; for every cartload of mugs
along the coasts, 4d. ; for every crate of cupps or pipes into foreign ports,
2d. ; for every crate of cupps or pipes along the coast, 1d;” and from the
specimens still remaining, I am inclined to assign to it a place amongst the
first manufactories which were established in this country; nor am I aware
that any authentic piece of English ware is known that can challenge

* Catalogue of Specimens illustrative of the Composition and Manufacture of British
Pottery and Porcelain, from the occupationsof Britain by the Romans to the present day,
by Sir Henry de la Beche, C.B., and Thomas Reeks, Curator, London, 1855.
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comparison, in respect of antiquity, with the large placque now before you.
It was, I believe, made at the works of Alderman Shaw, situated at the
bottom of Dale Street, and, as its inscription denotes, is “ A West Pros-
pect of Great Crosby, 1716.” In the foreground are a number of ships
and brigs, a sloop, and a schooner. The large ship has a boat fastened to
her stern, and there is another boat with two men in it rowing towards
her. On the water around them are numerous gulls and other aquatic
birds; on the sands adjoining the water are various figures—women carry-
ing baskets on their arms, and a man driving an ass before bim. Rising
up a little farther are the sandbanks, covered with broom and heather,
amongst which are many rabbits, with the small house of the keeper of.
the warren. Further off, in the middle of the view, are men on horseback
galloping, with cows, birds, &c., which occupy a large space, at the back of
which are fields, surrounded and divided into larger and smaller plots
by hedgerows, inside of which are numerous cattle, a milkmaid carrying a
pail upon her head, and two men apparently conversing as they walk along.
In the background is the town, including the school house and nume-
rous other buildings, with long rows of trees and palings, gates, and other
objects incidental to such a scene. On the right side of the view is Crosby
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windmill, which is still standing. ~The appearance of the village, as
viewed from the River Mersey at the present day, shows little alter-
ation to have taken place in the locality during the 189 years which have
elapsed since the prospect was taken. The slab is composed of a coarse
brown clay body, smeared with a thick white glaze, on which the design
is painted with a good rich blue colour. The surfaceis quite flat, and mea-
sures 2 feet 7 inches long by 1 foot 8 inches wide. It is nearly three-
quarters of an inch thick. Another specimen exists in the old church at
Croshy, affixed to the wall over one of the seats near the middle of the
church; it is of a lozenge form, measuring 22 inches across its greatest
length, 16 inches on each side, and nearly 1} inch thick. It is made of
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the same rude body as the piece just described, and smeared with glaze;
on it is also painted, in blue colour, the armorial bearings of the Merchant
Tailors’ Company of London, viz., argent, a tent royal between two Parlia-
ment robes, gules, lined ermine; on a chief azure, a Lion of England.
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Orest, a Holy Lamb in glory proper. Supporters, two Camels or. Motto,
Concordia parvee res crescunt; below which is written in Roman letters,
“ This seat was erected by John Harrison and Henry Harrison, of Lever-
poole, 1722.” These gentlemen, I am told, were natives of Crosby, and
erected and endowed the grammar school in that village, after having
amassed large fortunes as merchants in the City of London ; they left the
trust in the hands of the Merchant Tailors’ Company, who have lately
restored the building.

There are several specimens of similar ware in my cellection, which I
have procured from families resident in the town long prior to that time ;
and that such was the style of manufacture, we have abundance of autho-
rities for asserting ; thus proving that manufacture to have been in active
operation in Liverpool, and one of theearliest of the numerous pot-
teries which sprung up in England at the commencement of the 18th
century.* Amongst other notices, we may quote the following :}—* The
chief manufactures carried on here are blue and white earthenware, which
at present almost vie with china. TLarge quantities are exported for the
colonies abroad.” Amongst the specimens now exhibited are two * mugs,”
the body and glaze similar to the other specimens just named, but
ornamented with flowers and leaves in blue, yellow, and green colours.
The larger one, a quart mug, having on the side near the handle the letters
and date, “T. F., 1757,” was made at the pot works in Shaw’s Brow, and
presented to Thomas Fazackerly by a friend of his, a workman there.
Mr. F. having married during the following year, his friend made
the smaller mug, which holds a pint, ornamented in the same style and

* Since the above was in type I have found another specimen of Liverpool delf ware
placed in the front of the house belonging to the farm occupied by Mr. Josiah Day, at
Newton-cum-Larton, in the Parish of West Kirby, in Cheshire, being a very large circular
plate having painted on it the arms of Johnson impeling those of Anton, and beneath
them the date 1753. The Mr. Johnson here alluded to was Mayor of Liverpool in 1766,
and to him we owe the formation of St. James’ Walk. Having married an heiress,
Miss Anton, he built the house above named, and here resided for several years, where
the slab was placed, probably being the gift of his brother Alderman, Mr. Shaw, the
Potter. (See elching.) When at the house a few days ago, Mr. Day presented me with
several tiles, some of the old delf make, others of a more recent date, and one with the
name “Sadler, Liverpool,” upon it, which were formerly arranged round the fire-place ;
also a posset cup of the period of Shaw, also of the thick glaze style, together with a
quart mug of coarse china body.

+ The Liverpool Memorandum Book, or Gentleman's, Merchant’s, and Tradesman’s
Daily Pocket Journal, for the year 1754, so contrived as to be useful and convenient for
all sorts of people, particularly with regard to their expenses, engagements, and occa-
sional business : printed for R. Williamson, &c.
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colours, but the initials and date, are “C. F., 1758,” being in an oval.
This he gave to the new-married lady, Catherine Fazackerly, from whose
son, now living at Newton-le-Willows, I purchased them last year.

The site of the principal potteries at that time was chiefly confined to
the neighbourhood of the lower end of Dale Street, formerly called the
Townsend, where stood the bank or works of Mr. Alderman Thomas
Shaw, who carried on an extensive business, then occupying a very large
space of ground. It may be seen by referring to the map of Liverpool,
dated 1769, where it is laid down at the end of Fontenoy Street and Dale
Street, and extends to Chorley Court, but there are no remains now recog-
nisable save the private residence of Mr. Shaw, at present numbered
149, in Dale Street.
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There is another specimen known to have been made by Alderman Shaw.
It is a very large punch bowl, measuring 174 inches diameter, made of the
coarse brown native clay, smeared with a thick white glaze, the ornamented
parts in blue colour, and representing a three-masted ship in full sail,
with streamer flying at the masthead and union jack at the jib, having a
lion for her figure head. This bowl was made for a Captain Metcalf, who
commanded the Golden Lion, which was the first vessel that sailed out of
Liverpool in the whale fishery and Greenland trade; and was presented to
him on his return from his second voyage by his employers, who were a
company composed of the principal merchants in Liverpool in the year
1753.

From this piece of ware we may reasonably conclude that, as it was no
doubt the best the bank could produce, the quality usually made here was of
the common delf style, for domestic uses. Although I have a few pieces
which are of an ornamental form, with indented and raised work, evidently
made in a mould, and as they are too large for general purposes, may have
been used only on particular occasions.

There was, however, another pottery in Liverpool, situated in Harrington
Street, at the back of Lord Street, where the art of printing on pottery
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was first discovered by Mr. John Sadler, whose father was a favourite
soldier of the great Duke of Marlborough, and was out with him in the
wars in the Low Countries. Being lodged whilst there in the house of a
printer, he obtained an insight into the art of printing, and on his return to
England, after the accession of George I. to the throne of England, he
from attachment to the house of Stuart, left the army in disgust, forfeiting
all his arrears of pay, and retired to Ulverstone. Here he married a
Miss Bibby, who was acquainted with two of the daughters of the Earl
of Sefton ; through their influence he removed to Melling, and shortly after-
wards took the lease of a house and farm at Aintree, which bears date
1728, “made between the Right Hon. Sir Richard Molyneux, Bart., Lord
Viscount Molyneux of Maryburgh, in the kingdom of Ireland, on the one
part, and Adam Sadler, of Melling, gentleman, on the other part.” But,
being of an active turn of mind, he shortly afterwards commenced business
as a printer in the New Market, in Iiverpool, where he printed a great
number of books, amongst which was one called “ The Muse’s Delight,” con-
taining a large collection of songs set to music, of which he was justly proud,
as he was an excellent musician himself, and played upon several instru-
ments, the violin being his favourite.

His son, John Sadler, having- learned the art of engraving, and being
out of his apprenticeship, bought from his father, Adam Sadler, a house in
Harrington Street, nominally for the sum of 5s., and there he commenced
business on his own account, in 1748. About this time he married Miss
Elizabeth Parker, the daughter of Mr. Parker, watchmaker, of Seel Street,
and niece of Mr. Fazackerly, silversmith, of Pool Lane. After getting
a good business, some of his fellow-townsmen became jealous of him, and
persuaded the corporation to remove him, They accordingly ordered him
to remove, as none but freemen would be allowed to keep & shop in the
town. On his disregarding this, they entered an action against him,
which he defended, and, through the aid of Mr. Topping, gained his
cause, the corporation not being able to prove their right to power_ of
ejectment.. This decision becoming known, many men from various other
places, finding Liverpool a growing place, came and set up in business in
the town.

Mr. Sadler gained his first idea of applying the art of printing to the
ornamentation of pottery, from seeing some children stick waste prints,
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which he had given them, upon pieces of broken earthenware that they had
brought from the potteries to ornament their * baby-houses” with. This
Mr. Sadler kept to himself ; and seeing the value of the art thus suggested
to him by that circumstance, after many fruitless trials, he at last succeeded
in accomplishing his object. ='When he saw that his invention was
nearly perfect, he communicated it to Mr. Guy Green, who had lately
succeeded Mr. Sadler’s father in the printing business. Guy Green, a poor
boy, used to go and buy ballads, whenever he got a penny to spare, from
Mr. Adam Sadler, the publisher of them, who, seeing he was a sharp lad,
took him into his service, and encouraged him to honourable industry
This he had the pleasure of witnessing in after life, and of seeing his
business carried on as respectably as when in his own hands. The two
now conducted their experiments together, and ultimately entering into a
partnership, determined to apply to the King for a patent, and accordingly
procured all the requisite certificates and other papers necessary to show their
claim to the discovery; but they consulted with their friends, however, who,
feeling assured that so curious a discovery would not easily be found out, and
consequently that a long time must elapse before others could injure them
by opposition, and considering besides the great expense and delay attendant
upon securing the patent, as well as the exposure of the method, the secret
of which was of the utmost value to them, it was thought better to abandon
the idea of a patent. The papers, consequently, were never used, which
will account for their being now in my possession, I having obtained them
from Miss Sadler, of Aintree, the only and still surviving daughter of the
discoverer.

Several places have been selected as claiming the honour of the first
introduction of the art which helped to make Fnglish pottery famous
throughout the civilised world, and has done so much towards making its
production one of the great staple manufactures of the country. There
are computed now to be nearly 110,000 hands employed in connexion with
the art, and, therefore, to set at rest the question of any doubt about it in
future, I give the evidence from the original documents now in my pos-
session, as follows :—

I, John Sadler, of Liverpoole, in the county of Lancaster, printer, and Guy Green, of
Liverpoole aforesaid, printer, severally maketh oath, that on Tuesday, the 27th day of
July instant, they, these deponents, without the aid or assistance of any other person or
persons, did, within the space of six hours, fo wit betwixt the hours of nine in the
morning and three in the afternoon of the same day, print upwards of twelve hundred
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earthenware tiles of different patterns, at Liverpoole aforesaid, and which, as these
deponents have heard and believe, were more in number, and better, and neater, than one
hundred skilful pot painters could haye painted in the like space of time in the common
and usual way of painting with a pencil; and these deponents say that they have been
upwards of seven years in finding out the method of printing tiles, and in making tryals
and experiments for that purpose, which they have now, through great pains and expence,
brought to perfection.

JoHN SADLER.

GuY GREEN.

Taken and sworn at Liverpoole, in the county of Lancaster, the second day of August,
one thousand seven hundred and fifty six, before Wm, Statham, a master extraordinary
in chancery.

We, Alderman Thomas Shaw and Samuel Gilbody, both of Liverpoole, in the county
of Lancaster, clay potters, whose names are hereunto subscribed, do hereby humbly
certifye that we are well assured that John Sadler and Guy Green did, at Liverpoole
aforesaid, on Tuesday, the 27th day of July last past, within the space of six hours, print
upwards of 1200 earthenware tiles of different colours and patterns, which is upon a
moderate computation more than 100 good workmen could have done of the same
patterns in the same space of time by the usual way of painting with the pencil. That
we have since burnt the above tiles, and that they are considerably neater than any we
have seen pencilled, and may be sold at little more than half the price. We are also
assured the said John Sadler and Guy Green have been several years in bringing the art
of printing on earthenware to perfection, and we never heard it was done by any otber
person or persons but themselves. We are also assured that as the Dutch (who import
large quantities of tile into England, Ireland, &c.,) may by this improvement be considerably
undersold, it cannot fail to be of great advantage to the nation, and to the town of Liver-
poole in particular, where the earthenware manufacture is more extensively carried on
than in any other town in the kingdom, and for which reasons we hope and do not doubt
the above persons will be indulged in their request for a patent, to secure to them the
profits that may arise from the above useful and advantageous improvements.

THOMAS SHAW.
SAMUEL GILBODY,

Liverpoole, August 13th, 1756.

Sir,—John Sadler, the bearer, and Guy Green, both of this town, have invented a
method of printing potters’ earthenware tyles for chimneys with surprising expedition.
‘We have seen several of their printed tyles, and are of opinion that they are superior to
any done by the pencill, and that this invention will be highly advantageous to the king-
dom in general, and to the town of Liverpoole in particular.

In consequence of which, and for the encourgement of so useful and ingenious an
improvement, we desire the favour of your interest in procuring for them his Majesty’s

letters patent, B e
LLIS FFE.

SPENCER STEERS.
CrARLES GOORE.

Addressed to Charles Pole, Esq., in London.

Thus it appears, from the evidence above given, that to Mr. Sadler we
owe the art of printing on pottery ; but that evidence is further confirmed
by specimens now before you, an impression from a copper-plate engraved
after a portrait of Frederick III., King of Prussia, done from an original,
painted at Berlin in 1756. «J. Sadler, Liverp! Enam!” It is on enamelled

copper. Besides the one now exhibited, there is another in the same style,
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being a portrait of George IL.; also the arms of the Bucks Society; a
quart mug, with a well executed landscape; a number of square tiles used
for ornamenting fire places, of various patterns, with figures, landscapes, sea
views, &c.; a teapot with the crest of the family, and underneath :—

Good health and success
To the Right Honourable the Earl of Derby.
Long may he live,
Happy may he be,
Blest with content,
And from misfortune free.

ey

e AT

All of these have the name * Sadler, sculptor.” Others, again, have the
name of ¢ Green.”

The author of a work on Liverpool,* at the close of the last’century,
says—*‘ Copper-plate printing upon china and earthenware originated here
in 1752, and remained some time a secret with the inventors, Messrs. Sadler
and Green, the latter of whom still continues the business in Harrington
Street. It appeared unaccountable how uneven surfaces could receive
impressions from copper plates. It could not, however, long remain
undiscovered, that the impression from the plate is first taken upon paper,
and from thence communicated to the ware, after it is glazed. The manner
in which this continues to be done here remains still unrivalled in
perfection.”

At the east end of Sefton Church, on the south side, near the vestry
door, is the burial place of the Sadlers; on the gravestone of which is
recorded—-

Here lies the body of Adem Sadler, who departed this life the 7th October, 1768, aged 83.
Here lies the body of Mr. John Sadler, from Liverpool, who departed this life the 10th
of December, 1789, aged 69.

* The Liverpool Guide, by W. Moss, Liverpool, 1799, third edition, p. 107.
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Also, the body of Elizabeth, widow of Mr. John Sadler, who departed this life the
25th of May, 1812, aged 88 years.
Requiescat in pace.

About this time Josiah Wedgwood was making a complete revolution in
the art of pottery ; and four years after Messrs. Sadler and Green’s inven-
tion was announced to the world, Wedgwood brought out his celebrated
Queen’s ware. Eagerly seizing upon the new style of ornamentation
invented in Liverpool, he immediately made arrangements with the
proprietors for decorating his hitherto cream-coloured Queen’s ware by
their process; and accordingly, I find him making the plain body at
Burslem, and sending it in that state to Liverpool by waggon, where it was
printed, and again returned to him by the same conveyance, except in the
case of those orders that must go by sea fit for the market. This he
continued to do until near the time of his death, when we find, by invoices
now in my possession, that ware was sent to Liverpool, and printed by
Mr. Guy Green, as late as 1794. A little before this time, his manu-
factory at Etruria having been made complete in all other branches of the
art, and the manufacture in Liverpool being much decayed, he engaged
many of the hands formerly employed there. Amongst the indentures is
the name of John Pennington son of James Pennington, manufacturer of
china, dated 1784, to be taught the art of engraving in aquatint, and
thus he was enabled to execute the printing on his own premises in Stafford-
shire, thereby saving the expense of transport to and fro.

In proof that Mr. Wedgwood did this, T may quote a few passages from
letters to his partner, Mr. Bentley, in London. He says—

1776.—We wrote to Mr. Green in consequence of your letter, acquainting that a foreign
gentlem. wanted a service of ware printed with different landskips, but that he would not
confirm the order without knowing how many different designs of landskips we could
put upon them.

Mr. Green’s answer is:—

The patterns for landskips are, for every dish a different landskip, ruin, &ec.; about 80
different designs for table, soup, and dessert plates, and a great variety for various pur-
poses of tureens, sauce boats, &e.

1768.—The cards (address) I intend to have engraved in Liverpool, &e.

1769.—One crate of printed tea ware.

On the other hand I find letters from Mr. Green to Mr. Wedgwood :—

1776.—Your Mr. Haywood desires the invoice of a box of pattern tiles sent some time
ago. AsI did not intend to make any charge for them, I have no account of the
contents. The prices I sell them for to the shops, &ec., are as follows :—For black
printed tiles, Hs. per dozen; green vase tiles, 4s. ditto; figured tiles, green ground, 4s.
6d. ditto ; green figured tiles, 4s. ditto; half tiles for borders, 2s. 9d. ditto; rose or
spotted tiles, 8s. 6d. ditto, &e.
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1783.—I have put the tile plate to be engraved as soon as I received your order for
doing it, but by the neglect of the engraver it is not yet finished, but expect it will be
completed to-morrow.

1783.—Our enamel kiln being down, prevented us sending you the goods forward
as usual.

1783.—The plate with cypher was done here. I think it would be best to print the
cypher in black, as I am much afraid the brown purple that the pattern was done in
would not stand an up and down heat, as it would change in being Iong in heating.

1783.—For printing a table and tea service of 250 pieces [D, G.] for David Garrick,
£8 6s. 13d.

1783.—Twenty-five dozen half tiles printing and colouring, £1 5s.

The last invoice I find from Mr. Green is dated

1793.—1I am sorry I eannot make out the invoice you request of goods forwarded you

April 4th, for want of having received your charge of them to me. Only directions for
rinting them came enclosed in the package.
1798.—To printing two fruit baskets, 1s.

This lastitem of course does not imply that Mr. Wedgwood had the chief
of his work done here, but no doubt the articles were required to match some
service previously sold, of which Mr. Green had possession of the copper
plates. In the following year, Mr. Green retired from business to enjoy
the fruits of his long and successful labours. The following memorandum
in the handwriting of Mr. Sadler (from Mr. Sadler’s receipt book in my
possession, date 1766) will give an idea of the extent of their business.

J. Sadler and G. Green would be willing to take a young man, about 18, into partner-
ship for a third of their concern, in the printing and enamelling china, earthenware, tile,
&o., business, on the following conditions :—Jst, That he advance £200 for his third
part of the engravings and other materials necessary for the business, (N.B.: The
engravings alone have cost above £800.) 2nd, That he should give his labour and
attendance for twelve months without any share of the profits, in consideration of being
instructed completely in the business. 8rd, After the expiration of the twelve months
the stock of ware in the works should be valued, as low as is common in those cases,
and he should immediately enter as a partner into the profits of the whole concern
throughout, either paying the value for his third share of such stock, or paying interest
for it till it is cleared off. The value of the stock is uncertain, being sometimes £200
more than other times, but, reckon it at the least, may be about £600. The sole reason
of taking a partner is, J. Sadler not choosing to confine himself to business so much as
heretofore.

There was another pottery near the bottom of Duke Street, in the short
street still called Pot-house Lane. This was carred on by Mr. James
Drinkwater, who was born in the neighbourhood of Preston, and an ancestor
of the late Sir George Drinkwater. He married a Miss Leece, the daughter
of a merchant after whom ILeece Street was named. He had extensive
works, for making earthenware of a coarse native clay body, smeared with
a thick tin glaze, and ornamented with rudely painted subjects after
Chinese types, in blue colour. A large plate of his make was presented to
me by his grand-son, Mr. Alexander Syers, and is now in my collection.
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A similar establishment existed at the bottom of Richmond-row, and
was carried on by Mr. Thomas Spencer, who afterwards removed his works
to near Prescot, where he started the “ Moss Pottery,” which is still carried
on by his descendants ; but it was as now confined to the making of common
red-clay ware, for domestic use, as jowls, steins, flower-pots, &e.

Having traced the middle era of Liverpool pottery, we now enter upon
the more pleasing part of the inquiry. It is that which relates to the transi-
tion from the rudely fabricated article made for necessary uses, to the com-
mencement and gradual progress of the more refined work, and to the un-
equalled excellence in material, design, and execution, which at one time was
unhesitatingly awarded to the geniuses of the Ceramic art at Liverpool. At
the bottom of Dale Street ran a small rivulet, covered over, on the east side
of which was rising ground ; and was the road to Mr. Shaw's works; from which
circumstance the place was called Shaw’s Brow. Here several works were
established, and in a short time the whole of the Brow became one mass of
potters’ banks, with houses for the workmen on both sides of the street ;
and so numerous were they, that, according to the census taken in 1790,
there were as many as 74 houses, occupied by 874 persons, the whole of
whom were connected with the potteries.

Amongst the principal manufacturers who had banks here, was Mr.
Richard Chaffers, born in Mersey-street, where his father lived, who was an
eminent shipwright. Mr. Chaffers served his apprenticeship to Alderman
Shaw, after which he commenced business on his own account : his works
were situated on the north side, near the bottom of the Brow. Here,
about 1752, he commenced making, in the usual style of that period, blue
and white earthenware, which was exported to our American colonies, now
the United States. Shortly after that time, hearing the report of the great
improvements made by Wedgwood in the body of the ware, and finding Mr.
Wedgwood a very formidable rival in the art of which he was then at the
head, Mr. Chaffers was induced to aim at making a higher class of ware than
had been produced here before. His endeavours now were turned to the
production of china, the manufacture of which required an ingredient called
soapstone, of which he was not able to procure any supply. It had not
long before been discovered by Mr. William Cookworthy, in Cornwall, and
the district where it was found had already been leased out to other
persons. He saw that the days of the Liverpool manufacture were num-

‘ - "'}
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bered unless the same material could be procured, which opinion was con-
firmed by a very clever person of the name of Podmore, who, although not a
scientific chemist or geologist, was, nevertheless, a very superior practical
man.

Mr. Podmore had been in the service of Mr. Wedgwood, but left it from
a wish to establish himself as a manufacturer in America. On coming to
Liverpool to embark for that country, he called upon Mr. Chaffers as the
leading man in the trade. They entered into a long conversation, in the
course of which Podmore exhibited so much intelligence and practical
knowledge, that Mr. Chaffers, by a most liberal offer, induced him to
forego his American project, and enter into his service.

Mr. Chaffers’s object now was to come into the field with Staffordshire
pari materid, if I may be allowed that play upon words. He therefore deter-
mined to set out for Cornwall upon the forlorn hope of discovering a vein of
soaprock. The operations would be most expensive and laborious, some-
what akin to the process of boring for coal in our county. But where was he
to begin—on whose estate was it to be found ? what description of men was
he to employ? He was, however, in the prime of manhood, of untiring
energy, of fine address, and, what was then necessary, an excellent horse-
man. He obtained letters of introduction from the Earl of Derby, Lord
Strange, his eldest son, and other men of consequence in our county, to
some of the leading landowners in Cornwall, then attending their duty in
Parliament.

In those days, there were no mail coaches and railways to aid the weary
traveller. A stout horse was the only means of conveyance for a man of
the higher class. Imagine Mr. Chaffers, having taken leave of his wife
and numerous family and friends, mounted with a pair of saddle bags under
him, containing a supply of linen, &c., a thousand guineas, the first - instal-
ment, to pay the wages of the miners, a brace of pistols in his holsters, pur-
suing his journey to London. He had made considerable progress in practical
geology, though the science was then but little cultivated. Having, during
his stay in London, obtained permission to bore for soaprock from more than
one of the principal proprietors of mountain land he judged most likely to
yield it, he proceeded to Cornwall and commenced operations. His first efforts
were not successful. He moved to another quarter, with no better result :
in a word, he expended large sums of money without finding the
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wished-for vein. Somewhat disheartened, but not subdued, he determined
to return home, where his presence was much wanted. He did not, how-
ever, intend to abandon, but only suspend, his operations. He accord-
ingly assembled all the miners in his employ, and announced to them, to
their great regret, his determination. Previously to his departure he
scrupulously paid every man his wages. One of them was missing; he
was told the man in question was gone up the mountain to. try another
place. He then left that man’s wages in the hands of the * captain of the
gang,” and mounting his horse with a heavy heart, took leave of the men,
to whom his animated and conciliatory manners had greatly endeared him.

The road to the nearest town, the name of which I never could learn,
was precipitous and rugged. A traveller on horseback made so little
progress that a mountaineer on foot, by taking a short cut over the rocky
erags, could easily come within ear-shot of him. After journeying for some
time, he thought he heard a faint cry in the distance. He dismounted,
and, ascending a hill, plainly saw the signal of discovery flying from a
lofty peak. It appeared that the man who had separated from his fellow
miners, and pursued his researches alone, had discovered a vein; and on
coming back to head quarters and, finding Mr. Chaffers had left them,
he hoisted the pre-concerted signal, and pursued him across the mountain
with the pleasing intelligence, shouting, at times, to attract the somewhat
dispirited traveller’s attention.

Mr. Chaffers immediately returned, took the whole gang into permanent
employment, and obtained an ample supply of the long sought for clay
which was conveyed to the nearest port, and shipped thence to Liverpool.
On its arrival, the vessel entered with its precious freight into the old
Dock, dressed in colours, amidst the cheers of the assembled spectators.

During his absence, Mr. Chaffers had regularly corresponded with his
wife ; but on his arrival in London, on his return home, the continued
fatigue he had endured, together with anxiety of mind, brought on a
dangerous fever, under which he laboured for several weeks. He was
unknown at the inn where he stayed; but the landlord seeing that his
guest—a very handsome man—had the dress and demeanour of a gentle-
man, called in an eminent physician, who sedulously and skilfully attended
his patient. The doctor examined his saddle bags, and, having ascertained
his name and address from the letters and papers therein, communicated
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to his anxious wife all the particulars of his illness, and concluded with
the consoling intelligence, that ** he could that day pronounce him out of
danger.” As soon as he could travel he delighted his family and friends
with his presence in Liverpool.

No sooner had Mr. Chaffers arrived at home than he set to work with his
new materials, and soon produced articles that gained him much reputation,
as was frankly acknowledged by the great Wedgwood, to whom Mr.
Chaffers presented a tea set of his chinaware, and who, on looking at one
of the cups, admiring the body, aud examining the colours used in decora-
tion, exclaimed, ** This puts an end to the battle. Mr. Chaffers beats us all
in his colours and with his knowledge; he can make colours for two
guineas which I cannot produce so good for five !”

But of how short duration was this distinguished progress. The sad
tale of the sudden death of this eminent citizen remains to be told. Pod-
more, his favourite foreman, was seized some years after the events nar-
rated with a malignant fever, without hope of recovery. The unfortunate
sufferer sent a message declaring “ his wish to see his dear master once
more before their final separation.” Mr. Chaffers, a man of full and
sanguine habit, most imprudently complied, and shortly after took the
fever, to which he fell a victim. He was interred in the old churchyard
of St. Nicholas, near the grave of his faithful servant. It is said that
when Mr. Wedgwood heard of the sudden death of Mr. Chaffers, like a
generous competitor he exhibited sincere regret, and acknowledged that he
must ultimately have yielded the palm to his rival in certain branches,
from his superiority as a chemist, his profound knowledge of the art of
compounding colours, and their more economical preparation. This unfor-
tunate event, by taking away both master and principal assistant, put an
end to the prosecution of the trade, and was the commencement of
the breaking up of that branch of the art which Mr. Chaffers had mainly
brought to such a high state of perfection. A great number of the potters
ultimately emigrated to America, whilst many of the best hands transferred
themselves to the service of Mr. Wedgwood, or were hired by other Staf-
fordshire manufacturers. There is a portrait of Mr. Chaffers by Caddick.
Mr. Chaffers’s private residence was at the corner of Dale-street and Old
Haymarket, now pulled down. Of the specimens produced by this eminent
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