
FIRST MEETING.

Collegiate Institution, 4th November, 1852 

DAVID THOM, D.D., Vice-President, in the Chair.

PROCEEDINGS.

The Certificates of eight Candidates for Membership were read for the 
first time.

The following DONATIONS to the Society were laid upon the table : 

1. From the Societies.

2. From the Authors.

Archseologia, or Transactions of the Society of 
Antiquarians, London, vols. xxxiii and xxxiv.

Proceedings of the Society, vol. i.
Do. Do. vol. ii (parts 18-32.) 

Sussex Archaeological Collections, vol. v.
Transactions of the Liverpool Architectural 

and Archteological Society, vol. i.
Arcbseologia Cambrensis, or Journal of the 

Cambrian Archaeological Association, New 
Series, No. xii, for October, 1952.

Proceedings of the Numismatic Society, 
session 1851-52.

Report on the Excavations made on the site 
of the Roman Castrum at Lyme in Kent, 
in 1850, by Charles Roach Smith, F.S.A., 
and James Elliott, Jun.

History of Liverpool, by Thos. Baines, Esq. 
Section 8, concluding.

Remarks on some of the Weapons of the 
Celtic and Teutonic Races, by John Yonge 
Akerman, Sec. S.A.

An Attempt to illustrate the Chronology of 
the Old Testament by a reference to the 
Year of Jubilee, by the Rev. George B. 
Sandford, M.A.
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8. From other Donors.

Robt. Rawlinson, Esq., 
London.

Report to the Board of Health on a Prelimi­ 
nary Inquiry respecting KESWICK.

Do. Do. respecting NEWTON HEATH.
Do. Do. BAIlTON-UrON-lHWELL.

Do. Do. MUCH WOOLTON.

Thos. Eckersley, Esq., 
Wigan.

John Harland, Esq., 
Manchester.

Minutes of Information collected with refer­ 
ence to Sewage, Manure, and the Health 
of Towns.

A gold coin of the Roman Emperor Vitellius, 
found at tho Mesnes, Wigan.

A series of Antiquarian Cuttings from the 
Manchester Guardian.

Robert Molyneux 
Green, Esq.

Ten silver coins found at Prescot in 1813, on 
taking down a house in the Market-place. 
They were found in an earthenware vessel 
glazed inside, about sixteen inches under 
the floor. The vessel was twelve inches 
high and nine in diameter; and contained 
several hundred silver coins with one piece 
of gold. These were two shillings of 
Edward VI, mint mark an oval; a six­ 
pence of Edward VI, mint mark an oval; 
a sliilling of Edward VI, mint mark " y." ; 
a shilling of Philip and Mary; a shilling of 
James VI, (Scotland); a sixpence of Eliza­ 
beth, mint mark a crown; a sliilling of 
James I, (England) mint mark a star ; two 
half-crowns of James I, mint mark a vase.

Liverpool a Few Years since, by an Old Stager.
Dr. Kendrick.Warrington. Models in Sulphur, by Mr. Doubleday of the

British Museum, of the Jet Chess-men 
found at the Mote Hill, Warrington.

Lithograph shewing tho Excavations at the 
Mote Hill.

The following Articles were EXHIBITED : 

By John Mawdsley, Esq., A large series of English coins in gold, silver
Seacombe. an 1 copper. 

By J. G. Woodhouse, Esq. A folio volume relating to Sicilian coins and
medals.

Lithographed fac-simile of Nelson's order for 
" Bronte" wine, intended to illustrate vol. iv 
of Proceedings and Papers.

John Mather, Esq.



By Dr. Kenclrick, of 
Warrington,

By Joseph Mayer, F.S.A. A medallion portrait of the Marquis of West­ 
minster's fool.

By Peter R. M'Quie, Esq. Leigh's Natural History of Lancashire and
Cheshire, and of the Peak in Derbyshire, 
fol. 1700.

A large coloured drawing of the Excavations 
at the Moto Hill, Warrington, shewing the 
strata of earth, some of the objects dis­ 
covered, &c.

By W. G.Herdman, Esq. Drawings of several Dissenting Chapels, in
Liverpool Ancient and Modern, to illus­ 
trate Dr. Thorn's Paper for the Evening.

PAPERS.

I. LVVEBPOOL CHURCHES AND CHAPELS ; THETB DESTRUCTION, REMOVAL,
OB ALTERATION : 

WITH NOTICES OF CLERGYMEN, MINISTERS, AND OTHERS.

By Rev. D. Thorn, D.D., Ph. D., one of the Vic«-Pre»idents of tlus Society.

PABT II.

Having thus disposed of Churches and Cliapels which at one time or 
another have been connected with the Establishment, our attention is now 
to be directed to Dissenting Congregations, and to changes which have 
taken place in the edifices where they have been in the habit of worshipping. 
Some of these changes having already attracted notice, we need not repeat 
them. We speak of,

1. Newington Chapel, Renshaw Street.

A middling sized, respectable looking building, which, owing to its stand­ 
ing hack considerably from the street, is apt to be overlooked by the 
stranger. But it is not altogether undeserving of his attention. There is 
an entrance to it also from Cropper Street. It was erected in 1777, by a 
body of English Presbyterians, chiefly connected with the small chapel in 
Toxteth Park, who, having taken exception to the appointment of Mr. Hugh 
Anderson to be minister, withdrew from their old associates. We have 
reason to believe that the choice of its site, as having been then out of the 
town, and requiring to be approached by a stile, was objected to by several 
of the congregation. Mr, Jonathan Mercer, who made the purchase, had 
some difficulty in overcoming the opposition of his friends. However, at



last he succeeded. So greatly have circumstances altered since that time, 
that the chapel, it will be allowed by all, is now central enough.

Mr. David Bruce was the first pastor, under whose care the congregation 
assembling in Nowington Chapel became united to the Independents.

The character of Mr. Bruce was highly respectable. After labouring 
among his people usefully for the space of more than thirty years, he died 
28th January, 1808. For some time before his death, he was assisted in 
the discharge of his ministerial duties by his nephew, Mr. John Bruce, 
afterwards located in the Isle of Wight, and for a long time chaplain 
and registrar at the Cemetery, Low-hill author of a volume entitled 
" Necropolis," and other works. During the incumbency of Mr. David 
Bruce, at Newington Chapel, 1793, several of his congregation, joining 
with others like them favourable to the doctrine and discipline of the Es­ 
tablished Church of Scotland, left him, to lay the foundation of Oldham 
Street Kirk, and place themselves under the pastoral care of Dr. 
Kirkpatrick.

Some years after Mr. Bruce's death, the congregation of Newington Chapel, 
having been struck with the eloquence and other pulpit gifts of Mr. Thomas 
Spencer, unanimously called on him to become their minister. He accepted 
the call. Early in 1811 he commenced his labours. Nothing could exceed 
his popularity. Crowds of persons, including churchmen as well as dis­ 
senters, constantly flocked to listen to him. He was then only twenty 
years of age. His extreme youth, the intonations of his voice which are 
said to have been music itself, and the ease and natural grace with which 
he spoke, conspired to impart to his public appearances an influence which 
was perfectly fascinating His hearers, in spite of themselves, were hurried 
along by the stream and force of his oratory,* As one consequence of 
this state of things, an enlargement of the existing chapel, or the erection 
of a new one, became necessary. The latter alternative, as we shall see 
immediately, was adopted. In June, 1811, Mr. Spencer was ordained. 
Closely following this event, he laid the foundation-stone of Great George 
Street Chapel, a building intended for him, and rendered indispensable by 
the almost clamorous demand for sittings, occasioned by his pathetic and

* " SPEKCEK, from all I could learn at Liverpool during eleven years occupation of 
bis pnlpit, seems to liave approached nearest to the pntliosand fascination of Whitfield, 
but he had evidently none of his commanding majesty." Philip's Life and Times of 
George Whitfield, p. 558.
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effective pulpit addresses. But George Street Chapel he was never to occupy. 
Every inhabitant of Liverpool who has read Dr. Eaffles's narrative of 
Thomas Spencer and who that takes any interest in the religious affairs 
of the town has not read it ? is aware, that on the 5th day of August, 
1811, the amiable, talented, and promising youth, of whom we are now 
speaking, was drowned while bathing in the River Mersey, near the then 
Herculaneum Potteries. The deep and thrilling sensation produced in 
the public mind by this event was all-absorbing, aud is still remembered by 
many. Great lamentation and woe, especially among the dissenting body 
ensued. The funeral may justly be said to have been a public one. 
Spencer's corpse was deposited in the small burial ground attached to the 
chapel, in a grave situated between the building and Renshaw Street.

Consequent on Mr. Spencer's death was the appointment of Mr. Thomas 
Raffles, now D.D. and LL.D., as his successor; and the removal of the 
greater part of the congregation of Newington Chapel with that gentleman 
to the edifice-in Great George Street, on May 29th, 1813.

After the lapse of two or three years the church and congregation, 
assembling in Newington, were again organized, and came under the 
pastoral care of Mr. Robert Philip. His induction took place in 1814 or 
1815. Mr. Philip's ministry in Liverpool extended till 1826, when he 
demitted his charge, and went to London to preside over the religious 
services of Maberley Chapel. The public character of this gentleman, who 
is still alive, speaks for itself. He is well known as an author. Among 
his works may be mentioned the "Bethel Flag, or sermons to seamen," 
1823, "The life and times of George Whitfleld," and his biography of 
William Mylne, the Chinese Missionary.

It was during the incumbency of Mr. Philip, early in 1820,* that the 
present neat Gothic fa9ade of Newington Chapel, as seen from Renshaw 
Street, was put up. Previously, the chapel had fronted Cropper Street. 
To the kindness and generosity of Mr. Benjamin Baker, marble mason 
and statuary, the congregation were indebted for a present of the stones, 
by which they were enabled to carry a very decided and desirable improve­ 
ment of their place of worship into effect. Those now alive, who can 
recollect the not merely plain but unsightly aspect of the Renshaw Street

* " New fronted, 2nd of February, 1880." These words are engraved on tbe top of 
the right-hand buttress.
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end of the chapel before the alteration took place, and have remarked its 
present appearance, are thereby qualified to understand how, by means of a 
little taste, enterprise, and pecuniary outlay, a positive eyesore may be 
converted into an ornament.

For some years after Mr. Philip's departure, Mr. Robert M'Lean, a gen­ 
tleman of high respectability of character, occupied the pulpit. 

To him, about 1831, succeeded Mr. Patrick Thomson, A.M.

Mr. William Lindsay Alexander, A.M., was in 1833 and 1834 pastor of 
Newingtoii Chapel. The superiority of this gentleman's talents and at­ 
tainments was too great and too well-known, to permit him to remain long 
the luminary of a comparatively obscure chapel in a provincial town. 
Hence his early removal to Edinburgh. This able and eminent man has 
for years been regarded as one of the ornaments of the Scottish Indepen­ 
dent body. He is certainly one of their most influential ministers. His 
various publications, but above all, his connexion with Kitto's periodical, 
have acquired for him a high standing in the theologico-literary world. The 
University of St. Andrews, of which he had been an alumnus, as a mark 
of its approbation, and appreciation of his superior ability, some time ago 
conferred on him the degree of D.D. While in Liverpool he became 
favourably known as a controversialist. The Rev. William Dalton, A.M., 
then incumbent of St. Jude's, having in 183-1 published his " Reasons for 
attachment to the Church of England," Mr. Alexander immediately assailed 
it in his " Examination of the ' Reasons,' " &c., a pamphlet displaying his 
possession of a vigorous intellect, and splendid argumentative powers.

When Mr. Alexander vacated the pulpit of Newiiigton Chapel, it came 
to be occupied by Mr. William Dallison. The career of this zealous 
preacher was but a brief one. Having exerted himself far beyond his 
strength, fever soon stepped in to put an end to his life and ministry. Hia 
death took place in 1836, or early in 1837. In the same grave, with his 
lamented predecessor Spencer, his body reposes.* Mr. Dallison, by his .   
zealous and earnest pulpit discourses, acquired considerable local popularity "'

Mr. William Bevan was Mr. Dallison's immediate successor. He com-

* An affecting incident has been related to us, on good authority, in connection with 
this gentleman's funeral. Immediately behind the corpse, in the procession, was seen 
Dr. Raffles, condescendingly and affectionately holding by the hand a little boy, the eldest 
son of the deceased. «nd apparently, from time to time, whispering words of consolation 
to the youthful mourner.



menced his pastorship July 12th, 1837. For ten years he approved himself 
to the people under his charge as an able and efficient minister. At last, 
his activity and superior business habits occasioned his removal to the 
Metropolis, in July, 1847. Reports of different Liverpool Societies, drawn 
up by himself as Secretary, during his residence in this town, gained liim no 
small share of credit and influence.

The church* and congregation of Newington Chapel have for several 
years enjoyed the benefit of the able ministrations of Mr. Robert Spence, 
A. M., the present pastor.f

S. Great George Street Chapel.

This beautiful structure, as it ranks the first in point of size, so is it the 
first as regards the number and respectability of its worshippers, among the 
dissenting chapels of Liverpool.

Its origin we have already noticed. Spencer's popularity was the imme­ 
diate cause of its existence. That eloquent and popular preacher having 
laid the foundation stone in 1811, a short time before the melancholy 
catastrophe that terminated his life, it was opened for divine worship in 
May, 1812. Full particulars respecting Mr. Spencer's brief but interesting 
career, and some acquaintance with his style of writing, may be obtained 
by consulting Dr. Raffles's able, pleasing, and pathetic narrative, a graceful 
tribute paid to the memory of the amiable and lamented youth, by his 
distinguished successor.

This leads me to observe, that the history of Great George Street Chapel 
may be briefly told. Nothing else, indeed, is it, up to the present moment, 
save a record of circumstances connected with the personal ministry of Dr. 
Raffles. He has, for the space of 40 years, officiated as its sole pastor. 
Through his exertions, not only the congregation, but the Inde­ 
pendent interest as a whole, has flourished. For me, however, to expati­ 
ate in praise of his character would bo an impertinence. The affection and 
confidence, not merely of those immediately under his charge, but of 
the congregational body in general, constitute his best eulogium. Degrees

* The church, in a congregational sense, and in its present form, was organized at 
the time of Mr. Sevan's admission as Pastor, in July, 1837.

t Mr. Spence commenced preaching at Newington Chapel on the tliird Sunday of 
July, 1848, and was set apart, by imposition of hands, to the ministerial office, on the 
26th day of October following.
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of LL.D. and D.D., conferred upon him at different times, serve to 
shew that his literary merits have not been overlooked by those who 
possess the power of dispensing academical honours. His refusal of 
a London pulpit, when offered to him, affords a most decided proof of the 
strength of the affection subsisting between his people and himself. 
Concerning his urbanity, prudence, eloquence,-poetical turn of mind, great 
general ability, and power of rivetting the attention of a popular audience, 
there can be but one opinion.

Besides his Life and Remains of Spencer, which has passed through 
several editions, the Doctor has given to the public his Tour on the Conti­ 
nent, two volumes of Discourses, several Sermons, preached on funeral and 
other occasions, and a variety of beautiful hymns. His tastes are antiqua­ 
rian, and he is well known to excel in various branches of archaeological 
lore. For the space of three years, being the term prescribed by you, he 
held the distinguished office in your Society, to which it was your pleasure 
sometime since to elevate the writer of these lines.

What George Street Chapel originally was, may be seen in prints and 
engravings of the building. I say, originally was; for the chapel of which 
Spencer laid the foundation stone, exists no longer.* Fire destroyed it on 
the 19th February, 1840. A single hour, from 9 to 10, a.m., sufficed to 
consume the whole of the interior. But its site did not long remain occu­ 
pied by ruins. Subscriptions, by zealous and affectionate friends, were imme­ 
diately entered into, having it for their object to replace the former building 
by one of greater commodiousness and magnificence. Success crowned the 
efforts of those concerned. The foundation stone of the new edifice was 
laid by Dr. Baffles, on the 7th July, 1840; and within a very limited 
period, the members of the church were again worshipping, on the same 
spot as formerly, under the roof of a chapel, not only far surpassing its prede­ 
cessor, but in respect of size, and elegance of design, having but few com-

  Many are the dissenting ministers of eminence who have spoken from the pulpit of 
this clinpel. Well do I remember hearing the celebrated and eccentric Rowland Hill 
preach iu it, in the autumn (I think) of IS2-1. Enfeebled as he was by age, the energy 
put forth on the ocrnsion by this great and pood nmn, was to me perfectly astonishing. 
He it borne in mind, tlmt the Bev. liowlund Hill had been intimate with George Wbitfield 
for some years prior to his dentil, in September, 1770; and that remarks of his are 
quoted by Topludy, as possessed of value, and carrying with them authority, under dates 
of March, 1770, and August, 1773. See Philip's "Life and Times of Whitfield," pp. 
285, 600,501, ami M5; and Toplndy's Works, (London : Bayues and Son, 1125.) vol. 
iv., pp. 330, and 8')4-f), where he is setting down " Excellent passages from Eminent 
Persons."





II
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petitors, among the ecclesiastical structures of our town. It was opened 
October 31st, 1841.

8. Unitarian Chapel, Hope Street.

This splendid and perfectly unique Gothic edifice, forming one of a group 
of public buildings, all calculated to draw and reward attention, was erected 
within the last three or four years, by the congregation, originally Presby­ 
terian, which met for worship, first, in Kaye or Key Street Chapel, 1707, 
and which afterwards removed to Paradise Street, corner of School Lane, 
on the lltU day of September, 1791.

Under the head of " St. Matthew's Church former," (Key Street Chapel,) 
we have already given an abstract of the history of this congregation, and 
of the successive pastorates of Mr. Basnett, Mr. Brekell, Mr. Philip 
Taylor, and Mr. John Yates. To that we must refer the members of the 
Society for information. We now resume the thread of our narrative, 
where we previously broke off.

Respecting the fourth of the gentlemen just named, a few additional 
observations deserve to be made.

Mr. Yates' ministry was a very long one. It commenced at Key Street 
Chapel 1st October, 1777, and continued, after the removal of his flock 
with him to Paradise Street Chapel, in 1791, until the year 1813, when 
" he judged it expedient to resign his ministerial charge. But his congre­ 
gation was so warmly attached to him, and so desirous of the continuance 

. of his services, that he agreed to continue them with the aid of a co-pastor, 
and his hearers made choice of the late amiable and eloquent Pendlebury 
Houghton, who was one of his earliest friends, having been his fellow- 
student at Warrington Academy. At length, Mr. Yates and Mr. Houghton, 
as increasing years brought with them increased infirmity, simultaneously 
relinquished the pastoral office, in the spring of 1823,"* This event took 
place in the month of April, of that year. Some pleasing testimonials of 
gratitude and respect, were presented to Mr. Yates, by his hearers, on that 
occasion. Notwithstanding, however, the severance of the link which had 
so long united them, a very close and endearing intercourse between the 
former pastor and his former congregation, was still kept up; and many 
tokens of mutual affection and esteem continued to be exchanged by the

* Monthly Repository, January, 1887, p. 69.
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parties. Mr. Yates survived between 8 and 4 years his demission of the pasto­ 
ral office. His death occurred November 10th, 1826, being the 71st anniver­ 
sary of his birthday.* His remains were interred in the ancient cemetery con­ 
nected with the Presbyterian Chapel, Toxteth Park. On Sunday, the 19th 
November following, Mr., afterwards Dr. Shepherd, of Gataker Chapel, so 
well known for his classical and literary attainments, and for years acting a 
most conspicuous part on the stage of politics,f preached the funeral ser­ 
mon in Paradise Street Chapel, in presence of a numerous and sorrowing 
auditory. The discourse was afterwards published.* Much information 
of an interesting nature concerning the deceased is to be gleaned from this 
clever and characteristic performance; while persons who are desirous to 
become acquainted with still more minute particulars, are referred to an 
able and well written obituary, which appeared in the columns of the 
"Monthly Repository," for January, 1827. Mr. Yates, it seems, received 
occasional assistance, in the discharge of his pulpit duties, at a compara­ 
tively early period of his ministry, from two gentlemen who stood succes­ 
sively in the relation of tutors to his sons, viz., Mr. Benjamin Davics, 
afterwards of Walsall and Evesham, and Dr. Shepherd. To this we may 
add, that the only two productions ever issued from the press, of which he was 
avowedly the author or editor, were, one of them a sermon preached by him 
on occasion of the death of his friend, Dr. Barnes, of Cross Street Cliapel, 
Manchester,§ and the other a selection of hymns, intended for public 
worship. | ]

  Born nt 13olton-le-Moors, Lancashire, Nov. 10, 175S. At the grammar school of 
that place, he received the elements of a classical education, while at the then celebrated 
Wiirriiigtoii aauU-iny lie was trained for the ministry, under Drs. Enfield and Aiken.

f See, for somcifhat conflicting accounts of this remarkable .man, " Liverpool a few 
years since, by an Old Stager," pp. (il-03 ; and "Literary Reminiscences from the auto­ 
biography of an English opium eater," (De Quiucey,) pp. 87, 28, and SB, of the Boston, 
U. S. edition, Tiekner aud Co., 18-M. Those who wish to peruse the letter which De 
Quiucey's stinging remarks drew forth from Dr. Shepherd, and the rejoinder to it, must 
consult " Tail's Edinburgh Magazine," for 18't7, in which the " Bemiiiiscences " origi­ 
nally appeared. It is impossible for any one who ever saw Dr. Shepherd to forget the 
singularly comical expression of his left eye.

{ " A Sermon on occasion of the death of the Rev. John Yates, preached on Sunday, 
November 19th, 18'JO, in Paradise Street Chapel, by the Rev. William Shepherd;" pub­ 
lished at Liverpool, London, Glasgow, Dublin, New York and Boston, 1826.

§ Dr. Bnrnes was Mr. Grundy's predecessor.
|| It is to be regretted that two sermons of Mr. Yates', one preached in exposure of 

the enormities and hihninan nature of the Slave Trade, January, 17.S8, which gave great 
ofienoe to many influential members of liis congregation, and the other on occasion of 
the opening of Paradise Street Chapel, Sunday, September llth, 171)1, although at the 
time transcribed aud handed about in manuscript, have uot survived in a more permanent 
form, to enrich the religious literature of our town.
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Instead of entering at full length into the details of Mr. Pendlebury 

Houghton's personal history, I content myself with bringing the following 
abridgement of it under the notice of the Society. He was a native of 
Hyde, where he first saw the light in 1758. For the earlier part of his 
education, he was indebted to his father, Mr. John Houghton, a dissenting 
minister, who taught school successively at Namptwich and Ealand; at 
Warrington Academy he was entered in 1773; after completing liis studies 
there, he assisted Dr. Aiken for a twelvemonth in the chair of classic lite­ 
rature, and commenced the duties of the ministry at Doblane Chapel, near 
Manchester, at the expiry of that period. There, however, his stay was 
but short. In 1781, we find him discharging the functions of the pastoral 
office at Shrewsbury. In 1787, leaving Shrewsbury, he became colleague to 
his old tutor, Dr. Enfield, in the Octagon Chapel, Norwich; and in 1797, 
on the death of that able and accomplished man, undertook to act as sole 
minister. Norwich he quitted in 1808, in consequence of having been 
appointed to the charge of Prince's Street Chapel, Westminster; but te 
Norwich he returned in 1810. From 1812 till 1823, he was, as we have 
already seen, co-pastor with Mr. Yates, in Paradise Street Chapel, Liver­ 
pool. Both colleagues having simultaneously resigned in the year last 
specified, Mr. Houghton retired altogether from the ministry. He went to 
reside with Mr. Henry Dowson, who had married his only daughter his only 
child indeed at Geldestone, near Beccles, Co. Suffolk. There, on the 3rd 
April, 1821, he died and was buried. He still lives in the affectionate 
recollection of many of his Liverpool friends. His dispositions are stated 
by his biographer, Mr. Robberds, to have been gentle and amiable, and his 
appearance venerable and impressive.* Abilities of a superior order, com­ 
bined with great taste,have uniformily been ascribed to him by his admirers.-)-

  " Apostolic" is the term applied to the personal appearance of Mr. Houghton, not 
only by Robberila, his biographer, (see p. 20,) but by others. By more than one gen­ 
tleman, I have heard him described, as having borne a resemblance to the portraits of 
John Wesley. This, I am inclined to doubt. Certain it seems to be, that there was 
something peculiarly prepossessing and engaging, as well as venerable and commanding, 
in his general aspect. Great simplicity not that of weakness, but of power and 
mental superiority was, I suspect, his leading characteristic.

t For my own part, I must confess, that I have been somewhat disappointed by a 
perusal of the first volume of Hobberd's edition of Mr. Houghton's Sermons, 1826. 
Perhaps, this has been the result of (he exceedingly high terms in which they hod been 
previously spoken of to me by two gentlemen, the competency of whom to judge, in a 
matter of this kind, it has never occurred to me to dispute. I now feel that 1 had been 
led to anticipate too much. Let me do these sermons justice, however. Viewed as 
pieces of composition, they deserve to be spoken of as excellent. They abound in 
specimens of good sense are occasionally very eloqaent exhibit throughout the most
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While at Norwich, in 1790, he published a volume of sermons; a second 
edition of which appeared in 1809, having annexed to it Essays on the 
Natural Arguments for a Future State, and a discourse for a charitahle 
purpose, which he had preached and published in 1801. Two additional 
volumes of sermons were prepared and sent to the press, by Mr. Houghton, 
a short time before his decease; but did not appear until after that event, 
in 1825. They were published by Rowland Hunter, London; are embel­ 
lished by a portrait of the author, and have prefixed to them a sketch of 
his life and character, by Mr. J. G. Robberds, of Manchester.

To Messrs. Yates and Houghton, Mr. John Grundy succeeded in 1823. This 
gentleman, who was a nephew of the celebrated John Prior Estlin, LL.D., and 
had for some years been one of the ministers of Cross Street Chapel, Manches­ 
ter, had become rather eminent during his stay in that place, by the part which 
he took in the Unitarian controversy, as well as by his general superiority 
in point of talents. Two volumes of discourses attest his eloquence, his 
elegance of tuste, and his acquaintance with the topics of which he treats. 
At the opening of the chapel in Renshaw Street, in 1811, he had been 
selected to officiate. Judging from a long extract that appears in Mr.

refined taste are distinguished by a use of imagery, judicious and sparing, but indica­ 
ting the ricli and copious stores, upon which, when he pleased, the author was ready to draw 
 are expressed in the choicest English phraseology nud breathe throughout the lan­ 
guage of genuine philanthropy. Set off by those graces of elocution, which he had 
studied carefully in the school of Kufield, and which all who have been his hearers 
concur in ascribing to him, these discourses must, in the delivery, have been singularly 
impressive. Having said this, however, I have said all. I miss in these compositions 
depth, strength, originality, and sume other of the highest qualities of intellect They 
appear to nie to he what a man classically educated, gifted with taste, and possessed of 
superior, but not first-rate talents, and of a decidedly benevolent temper, might be ex­ 
pected to produce. Marks of the pruning knife everywhere appear; indeed, with a true 
English sense of propriety, the discourses have evidently been tamed, and toned down. 
Of their theology, I say not a word. In point of common sense, sound practical morality, 
and occasionally of style even, they remind me of Blair; but, whenever this is the 
case, it ia Blair condensed and improved. The eloquence of Houghton is natural, not 
factitious, he is not a mere spinner out of sentences, and he can boast of some­ 
thing like genius, in all which respects he stands distinguished from (he dreadfully 
over-bepraised sermon-writer of last century. Notwithstanding my employment of 
language which by some of the out and out admirers of Pendlebury Houghlon may 
be regarded as unduly disparaging, this I am willing to admit, that, like some other 
eminent men, he has left upon my mind the impression of having possessed abilities 
far superior to those, which disclose themselves on the face of his writings.

I cannot dismiss this note, without mentioning what I have heard, on what I deem to 
be good authority, that a clergyman, belonging to the Established Church, in this town, 
pretty well known in his time, and many years ago deceased, was so enamoured of Mr. 
Honghton's sermons, and style of preaching, as to have declared, that but for his own 
duties having imperatively demanded his presence elsewhere, he would have been 
regularly one of that gentleman's hearers.
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Taylor's MS. volume, pp. 42-45, the sermon which he delivered on the 
occasion must have been a very interesting and impressive one. Mr. 
Grundy's pulpit discourses, -while minister of Paradise Street Chapel, were 
much admired. But his connexion with it, and the congregation worship­ 
ping in it, was not of very long continuance. About 1832, or 1833, he 
demitted his office.* Infirm health was in a great measure the cause of 
his taking this step. His death occurred several years afterwards.. From 
my personal recollection of Mr. Grundy, I am enabled to speak of him as 
having been an exceedingly amiable, gentlemanlike, and well-informed man.

After Mr. Grundy's relinquishment of the situation, its duties devolved 
on Mr. James Martineau, who had for some time been officiating at 
Eustace Street Meeting House, Dublin, as assistant to his aged relation, 
Mr. Philip Taylor, formerly spoken of; and to whom, on occasion of Mr. 
Taylor's death, the succession had been offered. Conscientious motives, 
most honourable to Mr. Martineau, had dictated a refusal on his part.f At 
this time, his eminence and promising talents, having attracted much 
notice among the Unitarian body, and he besides having been favourably 
known in Liverpool, an invitation to succeed Mr. Grundy was forwarded to 
him, with which he saw meet to comply.

Mr. Martineau, who is a native of Norwich, and one of the brothers of the 
celebrated Miss Harriet Martineau, is himself too well known, and too highly 
appreciated, as a public speaker, a man, and a writer on political as well as 
religious topics, to stand in need of any encomiums of mine. All his pro­ 
ductions are sought after. In particular, his " Rationale of Religious In­ 
quiry," which has passed through at least three editions, and his " Endea­ 
vours after the Christian Life," in two parts, have obtained for him no small 
degree of reputation, not only among members of his own religious com­ 
munity, but the reading public in general. The part which he took in the 
Unitarian controversy, in this town, about the year 1839, is not yet forgotten. 
Some interesting correspondence, growing out of this, will be found in the

* I observe that he is set down as co-pastor with Mr. Martiuenu, in the Liverpool 
Directory, for 1833.

+ He could not conscientiously accept of ths Regium Donum, which, for the last 00 
or 60 years, Government has been in the habit of allowing to the Irish Presbyterian 
ministers. Most cheerfully would he have officiated as pastor, relying on the generous 
support of the congregation alone. Finding, however, a disinclination to meet bia 
wishes on this point, rather than damage, in a pecuniary sense, the interests of the 
chapel on the one hand, or submit to become a State stipendiary on the other, he re­ 
linquished the proffered charge.
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memoir of the late Dr. Byrth, of Wallasey, recently published by Mr. 
Moncrieff.*

It is, perhaps, quite superfluous to add, that Mr. Martineau still con­ 
tinues minister of the congregation, formerly worshipping in Paradise 
Street.-f- but which took possession of the present elegant edifice in Hope 
Street, two or three years since.J How striking the contrast between 
the few plain Presbyterians, principally Scotch and Irish, who first assem­ 
bled for devotional purposes, in Key Street Chapel, 1707, and the genteel, 
highly-cultivated, and flourishing congregation which now listens weekly to 
the prelections of their present talented minister ! By the way, some of 
the descendants of the original founders of this body, now moving in the 
highest circles of Liverpool Society, are still to be fouud enrolled among 
the supporters of the cause.

Several interesting monuments, including one erected to the benevolent 
and public-spirited Mr. Brooks, Grand-Uncle of the present venerable 
Archdeacon of this diocese, (see the inscription in Moss' history ,)§ adorn the 
walls of the chapel in Hope Street. Most, if not all of these, had been 
previously put up in the Meeting House, Paradise Street.

4. Unitarian Chapel, Renshaw Street.

By means of Mr. Taylor's MS. volume, and polite communications from 
Mr. Jolui Hamilton Thorn, and Mr. John Mather, I have been put in 
possession of minute particulars concerning the origin and progress of the 
congregation which meets for worship in this chapel. To these I am

 See pages 143-150. The work is entitled, "Remains of Thomas Byrth, D.D, F.A.S., 
Hector of Wallasey, with n memoir of his life. London : Pritclmrd, 1801."

t Where he officiated for fifteen or sixteen years. The chapel, having been disposed 
of by the Trustees, has by its new owners been converted into a Concert Hull.

J While it was building, he spent a twelvemonth in Germany.
§ By " Moss" History," I menu the work which was published anonymonsly in Liver­ 

pool, in 1795. This remark applies'to Part 1, as well »s to this. Doubts, however, 
have been thrown on the assumption of Moss being the author. The following pas­ 
sage, which occurs in " The Liverpool Guide," by W. Moss, p. 3, I am bound to lay 
before the Society. It occurs in the course of the author's enumeration of the persons 
who have written on the subject of Liverpool affairs: 

" A familiar medical survey of Liverpool, addressed to the inhabitants.      
By W. Moss, Surgeon, Liverpool. Octavo, 1784. Scarce."

"A general and descriptive history of the ancient and present state of the town of 
Liverpool, &c. Octavo, 1795. No author's name."

Now, when quoting " Moss," or " Moss' history," I mean uniformily not the work of 
1784, or the " Ouide " of 1799, but the 8vo. volume which appeared anonymously in



15

enabled to add facts which have come within the scope of my own personal 
knowledge.

The Renshaw Street congregation seems to have sprung directly out of the 
old English Presbyterian body, which occupied, and met for devotional pur­ 
poses, in the small chapel, Toxteth Park, near the Dingle. Mr. Taylor's ac­ 
count* of the Rev. Richard Mather, father of Dr. Increase Mather, grand­ 
father of Dr. Cotton Mather, both of Massachusetts, New England, and ances­ 
tor of highly respectable families in the mother country ,t who was pastor of the 
Park Chapel from 1618, till 1035, when he emigrated to America, is mostin- 
teresting.J After having been under the ministry successively of persons 
whose names are given, and of whom we are supplied with short accounts, 
in Mr. Taylor's MS., Toxteth Chapel came under the spiritual superintend­ 
ence of Mr. Thomas Crompton, M.A., (originally co-pastor with Mr. Michael 
Briscoe,) who expired at Manchester, hi 1699.§ During the incumbency of 
Mr. Crompton at Toxteth,and subsequently to Mr. Briscoe's death in 1085, he. 
had as his associate in the ministry there, Mr. Christopher Richardson,|| one 
of the ejected clergymen of 1002. It was by Mr. Richardson, that the 
first congregation of Presbyterians, in the town of Liverpool, seems to have 
been brought together and organised. This was about 1687, or 1088, and 
happened, probably, in consequence of the liberty granted by the Dispensing 
Edict of James II., one of the steps which led to that ill-advised monarch's 
downfall. The liberty in question, however, merely afforded an opportunity 
for the erection of the new chapel. Increase of population, the inconve­ 
niences attendant on having to repair to Toxteth Park for worship, and 
the desire to have a place of meeting nearer at hand, there is little reason 
to doubt, contributed mainly towards the establishment of the Liverpool 
society. Mr. Pulmer, in his " Non-Conformists' Memoirs," states, that Mr. 
Richardson preached alternately, one Lord's day at the Park, and one in 
Liverpool. He died December, 1698, aged 80.

The original meeting house of this body of Presbyterians in Liverpool, 
was situated in Castle Hey, now Harrington Street: where, however, seems 
to be unknown. No local tradition even points to it. Concerning it, Mr.

  Given chiefly on the authority of the celebrated Samuel Clarke. 
t May I not say, of respected members of our Society ?
J Mr. Taylor's MS. Work, so rich in local information, and BO admirably condensed 

will, it is hoped, yet be published.
5 September 2nd. He had previously removed in 1695, to Erole*, near Manchester. 
1' From Kirkheaton, Yorkshire, if I mistake not.
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Henry Taylor thus speaks, MS. volume, page 23 ; " the former one," Castle 
Hey Chapel, " was probably pulled down, as no trace of it can be remem­ 
bered, nor can the spot on which it stood be ascertained. There was, it is 
to be presumed, nothing remarkable about the appearance of the building."*

At Mr. Richardson's death, 1098, a separation between Toxteth Park, 
and Castle Hey Chapels, seems to have taken place. His successors 
in the former will be found enumerated below.f Mr. Richard Holt was the 
second incumbent of the latter. He continued to preside over the Society 
till his death in 1718. Mr., afterwards Dr. Henry Winder, one of the 
most distinguished ministers of whom the English Presbyterian body of a 
former day, can boast, was his successor. To his friend, Dr. George Ben- 
son, we are indebted for a very interesting memoir of this eminent man, 
prefixed to a second edition of the Dr. Winder's " Critical and Chronological 
History of the rise, progress, declension, and revival of knowledge, chiefly 
religious," in 2 vols., -tto., published 1755. Dr. Winder was born at 
Hutton-John, Graystock, Cumberland, May 15, 1693 began his studies, 
preparatory to an Academical career, under Mr. Dixon, Whitehaven, about 
1708 1 went subsequently to Dublin, where he prosecuted his researches 
in divinity and biblical criticism, under Mr. Boyce, and other learned

* May I request the members of llie Society to look buck to a suggestion which I 
have thrown out, in a note, Part 1, under the liead of St. Mary's, Hnrringtou ?

t To Mr. Richardson, at Toxleth Park, succeeded Mr. John Reunion, who died in­ 
cumbent of the chapel, in 17'i8. Then followed Mr. Gillibraml. This gentleman's 
ministry was not a long one. Mr. William llarding, from Congleton, Cheshire, took his 
place, in 17:17, and continued to discharge the pastoral functions till bis death, 15th July, 
1770, aged 85 years. Mr. Hugh Anderson, whose incumbency extended to the period of 
half a century, was next in order. He was, as already stated, ordained along with Mr. 
Yates, in Key Street Chapel, 1st October, 1777. Mr. Anderson's appointment, 
is remarkable, as having, on account of his alleged Arian sentiments, given 
occasion to the erection of Newiugton Chapel, Rensbaw Street, aud through it, either 
directly, or indirectly, to that of the following places of worship: Scotch Kirk.Oldham 
Street, Gloucester Street Chapel and thus to the Chapel, corner of Mount Plesaant and 
Great Orford Streets Great George Street Chape), Scotch Kirk, Rodney Street Presby­ 
terian Chapels, Myrtle Street and Huskisson Street Irish Presbyterian Kirk, Islington, 
Mill Street Chapel, and that in Bold Street, the congregation worshipping in which is 
now removed to Crown Street. I knew Mr. Anderson personally. Up almost to the 
very close of his life, about 1829, or 1880, his wiis "a green old age." He was tall, 
erect, and hail a very respectable look. For some years before he died, he was pensioned 
off by the Society, over which he had so long presided. His successors have been Mr. 
John Porter, (lei" to 18^0,) cousin of Mr. John Scott Porter, and now minister of 
Boscmary Street Chapel, Belfast Mr. John If. Thorn, now of Rcnshaw Street Chapel, 
(1820-1831) Mr. Charles Wickstead, now of Leeds Mr. Henry Giles, now in the 
United States of America, (who took part in the Unitarian controversy, 1831),) and Mr. 
John Robberds, B. A., the present minister.

{ He bad for fellow students, among others, Or. Rotherbain, of Kendal, and Dr. 
John Taylor, of Norwich.
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men, connected at that period with the Presbyterian body and, having 
been licensed to preach in Dublin, made his first appearance in the pulpit, 
in that city.

His first settlement was at Tunley, Lancashire, as successor to Mr. 
Edward Rothwell, in 1714, and his ordination to the ministry, along with 
that of Mr. Mather, took place at St. Helens, in the same county, 1716, 
the sermon on the occasion having been preached by Mr. Christopher 
Basnett, of Key Street Chapel, Liverpool.

Such a luminary as Mr. Winder, could not long be permitted to expend 
its radiance on a locality so obscure as that of Tunley. In 1718, we find 
him called on to occupy the place in Castle Hey Chapel, in our even then 
rapidly rising town, just left vacant by the death of Mr. Holt. From 
Castle Hey, the congregation removed to Bonn's Garden, in 1727, taking 
possession of a place of worship, which, by their liberality, they had been 
enabled to erect.* There the eminent man, of whom I am now speaking, 
upon whom, in 1740, the University of Glasgow had conferred the degree 
of Doctor of Divinity, continued to officiate till his death, on the 9th day 
of August, 1752. He had been seized with palsy in 1740. By this 
disease, his frame was greatly debilitated, and the grief occasioned by the 
death of his friend, Dr. Rotherham, sufficed to bring on the last and fatal 
stroke. His remains were interred in St. Peter's Church yard, Liverpool, 
at the east end, where a stone was afterwards put up, with an appropriate 
inscription.

Dr. Winder was an ardent friend to civil and religious liberty, and a 
staunch supporter of the House of Hanover. His political sentiments he 
evinced by opposing a strenuous and life-long resistance to the Test and 
Corporation Acts, and by a very large contribution towards the raising of a 
regiment, for the defence of the town, in 1745.

He seems to have been an able, eloquent, amiable and liberal-minded 
man. His numerous works, both in print and manuscript, attest the extent 
and variety of his attainments. To him, the congregation is indebted, for 
having, by his latter-will, bequeathed to it, for the use of its members, his 
very valuable library.

The death of Dr. Winder, in 1752, was followed by the accession to the

* A house, close to the cbapel, was provided for the residence of the minister. 
B
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pastoral charge, of Mr. John Henderson. This gentleman, who was from 
Dublin,* and had been educated at tho University of Glasgow,-)- assisted 
Dr. Winder for a considerable time prior to his decease. His assuming the 
sole charge on occasion of that event, was almost a matter of course. And 
he was not altogether undeserving of his preferment. According to Wake- 
flold, "he had the character of an excellent preacher, andjwos very popular." 
Having for about eleven years discharged the duties of sole pastor to the 
Benn's Garden congregation, he, in 17(53, saw meet to conform to the 
Established Church. He was, by tho Corporation of Liverpool, at a subse­ 
quent period,| appointed the first incumbent of the then newly completed 
Church of St. Paul. Over the latter part of Dr. Henderson's life it is 
desirable to drop a veil. Such as are curious in regard to Liverpool men 
and matters, and would like to know more concerning this personage, may 
consult Gilbert Wakefield's " Memoirs," vol. i., pp. 203-206, ed. 1804. 
Painfully interesting are tho facts there related, and most .severe on the 
conduct of tho reverend gentleman are the remarks there made. Mr. 
Taylor, I observe, also expresses himself very severely in his MS. volume, 
p. 24. The Doctor died during Mr. Wakefield's § short curacy at St. Paul's, 
4th July, 1770, and lies buried under a grave stone, on which are recorded 
his name, age, and period of demise, at the south-east end of the church, 
in the angle formed by the south transept and the chancel.

A celebrated man, Dr. Win. Enfield, was chosen to supply Dr. Henderson's 
place in Benn's Garden Chapel, and was ordained as its minister in Novem­ 
ber, 1703. Concerning one so distinguished by his talents, writings, aud 
general character, I may well be excused enlarging. His name belongs, 
not to Liverpool alone, but to England, or rather to the Empire at large. 
Suffice it to say, that after having given entire satisfaction to his flock and 
numerous admiring friends here, he quitted Benn's Garden Chapel, in 
1770, to become Tutor in the department of Belles Letters, and Rector 
Academicus, at the Warrington Academy. This Institution, so famous in

* His family, Mr. Taylor states, was connected with the Eustace Street congregation 
there.

t From iftich learned body, I presume, he had, nt n subsequent period, his diploma 
of D.D.

} Jn 170!), if I mistake not. See Moss.
§ Mr. WtikciieM left Liverpool to become one of the Tutors in the then flourishing 

Wnrringtou Academy, almost immediately after Dr. Ilenjersou's death, aud continued 
!u thnt Institution until it was broken up in 1783.
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its day, was closed in 1783. Dr. Enfleld left Warrtugton in 1785. He 
had, during his stay at Warrington, added to his other duties, that of 
minister of the Presbyterian Chapel there. Tie went from it to Norwich, to 
resume the pastoral character, as minister of the Octagon Chapel in that city ; 
and in that situation, he finished his active and useful literary and theolo­ 
gical career, November 3rd, 1797, in the 57th rear of his age.* The 
short, but exceedingly pleasing memoir, drawn up by John Aiken, M.D., 
will no doubt be consulted by those who desire to become better acquainted 
with the history of this amiable and eminent man. His publication, in 
1774, after going to Warrington, of Mr. George Perry's map, engravings, 
and notices of Leverpool, (so ho spells the word,) with a preface, and addi­ 
tional historical observations of his own characterised by his usual 
acumen and elegance entitle him to particular mention, iu a paper like 
that which I am now submitting to the Society. A list of his various pub­ 
lications will be found hi Dr. Aiken's narrative. (See vol. i, of Dr. Aikcn's 
Miscellaneous Works, with life, published by his daughter.) During liis 
residence at Warrington, Dr. Enfield was complimented with the degree of 
Doctor of Laws, by the University of Edinburgh..

Closely following in order of succession, as one of the ministers of Boon's 
Garden Chapel, we find Mr. Robert Lewin. His induction took place in 
November, 1770. This gentleman, it appears, was a native of London, 
where his father for thirty years held a high and confidentml situation in 
the Bank of England, and ho had been educated at Mr. David Jenning's 
Academy, then in Well-close Square, in the Metropolis-! He had been 
ordained at Dabenham, in Suffolk, where he officiated as pastor for four or 
five years ; and had spent from 1760 till 1770, as assistant to Mr. Scott, 
minister of a congregation at Ipswich. The incumbency of Mr. Lewin 
was a very protracted one, extending over a period of 40 years. He 
preached his last discourse in Bonn's Garden Chapel, on occasion of that 
place being abandoned for the new edifice in Reushaw Street, 18th 
October, 1811; and opened Renshaw Street Chapel, on the morning of the 
Lord's day following, October 20th; Mr. Grundy, then of Cross Street, 
                                   t    

* Mr. P. Houghtou was, as we have Been, bis colleague at Norwich, from 1787 till 
1797.

t Mr. Robert Lenin was related by marriage to the illustrious and benevolent .John 
Howard, who, I am informed,on the authority of his, Mr. l.'s. nephew, Mr. Humiiel Walter, 
occasionally visited him, at his house in Duke Street, between Colquitt aud Berry 
Streets. On one occasion, Mr. Walter saw Mr. Howard there.
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Chapel, Manchester, preaching in the afternoon. Mr. Lenin's resignation 
of the pastoral charge took place at the close of the year 1816, and hia 
death 10th January, 1835, in his 86th year. Hia body was interred in the 
small, but ancient cemetery, at the Park Chapel, where the ashes of so 
many of the forefathers of our present leading Unitarians repose.

During his ministry, Mr. Lewin was generally understood to be a supporter 
of what is commonly denominated the Arian theory of religion. According 
to Mr. Walter himself a Swcdenborginn towards the close of his life, he 
professed his belief in the proper Deity of .Tcsus Christ. "Jesus is God," 
"Jesus is God," is language which, after quitting Renshaw Street, his 
nephew says ho onco hoard him utter, in the presence of Mr. Charles 
Leadbetter, an aged Swedenborgian minister, still olive, and himself. A 
discussion on the subject had preceded.*

Two colleagues, at different periods, shared his duties and responsibilities 
at Benn's Garden Chapel, with Mr. Lewin.

The first of these was Dr. Clayton, already mentioned. On the breaking 
up of the Octagon ]  congregation, in February, 1776, tho greater part of 
this gentleman's friends agreed to join the body of worshippers in Benn's 
Garden, on condition of their beloved pastor being associated with Mr. 
Lewin, in the work of the ministry there. The connexion terminated in 
1781, in consequence of Dr. * Clayton's appointment to the Theological 
Chair, at Warrington Academy, rendered vacant by the death of Dr. 
Aiken.§ Dr. Clayton returned to Liverpool, broken in health, in 1783; 
became colleague to Mr. Walker, Nottingham, 1785; again, ten years 
afterwards,"took up his residence in Liverpool, (at the Loggerheads'cottage, 
top of Richmond Row,) and died there, May 20th, 1797, aged 66. He 
had, early in life, been a pupil of Dr. Doddridge.||

* A Sermon preached by Mr. Lewin, on occasion of the general peace, July, 1784, 
(should it not be 1783 ? Mr. Taylor is my authority,) was afterwards published.

t St. Catherine's, Temple Court.
} He received his diploma of D.D. from the University of Edinburgh in 1782. 

According to Mr. Taylor, MS. volume, p. :I2, in conferring this degree, the learned 
Senatus Acadpinicns of the Scotch Metropolitan University merely anticipated a similar 
honour which had been designed for him by that of Glasgow. Of the last-named 
University, Dr. Clayton was an alumnus.

§ Father of John Aiken, M.D., nnd Mrs. BarbanM. He died 1780. A marble tablet, 
erected to his memory, with a Latin inscription, written by Gilbert Wakefield, may be 
seen in the Unitarian Clinpel at Warrington.

|i Towards the close of the first volume of Gilbert Wakefield'a" Memoirs," there will be 
found a very sensible and amiable letter, addressed by Dr. Clayton to tbat distingnisbed 
literary character.
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In the year 1781, 011 the departure of Dr. Clayton to Warriiigton, Mr. 
Joseph Smith succeeded him, as Mr. Lewin's co-pastor. Mr. Smith, who 
was a native of Cheshire, had been one of the eleves at Warrington Academy. 
His first settlement was at Shrewsbury, from which he removed to Benn's 
Garden, Liverpool.* On the 19th July, 1801, in consequence of an 
infirm state of health, Mr. Smith took leave of his colleague and ilock, in 
the capacity of one of the pastors. This step on his part proved to be final. 
Although he continued to worship with the Society, till his death, he never 
afterwards resumed his ministerial functions. He departed this life, 8th 
August, 1815, and was buried in the cemetery of the Park Chapel, f

Pursuing the course of our narrative, we have now to notice the facts of 
the purchase of land in Renshaw Street, from the late Samuel Staniforth, 
Esq., in 1810, the laying of the foundation stone of the present chapel, 
on the 31st July, in that year, and the formal opening of it, on the 20th 
October, 1811, by Messrs. Lewin and Grundy. The chapel in Benn's 
Garden, and the adjoining house, intended for the use of the minister, 
were both disposed of. Since that time, the chapel has been in the occu­ 
pation of a body of Welsh Wesleyan Methodists.

Behind the chapel in Renshaw Street, there was opened, in 1819, a 
cemetery, or burial ground, for the use of the Society. Besides the remains 
of Dr. Clayton, which were exhumed on occasion of the demolition of St. 
Catherine's, and deposited here towards the close of 1819, there repose 
within the precincts of this small graveyard, the bodies of several other 
distinguished individuals, among whom may be named the historian, 
William Roscoe, and the Reverend Joseph Blanco White,- author of 
"Letters of Don Leucadio Doblado;" "Poor man's preservative against 
Popery," Ac.

What remains of the history of this chapel and its congregation, may be 
dismissed in a few paragraphs.

Mr. George Harris, an alumnus of Glasgow University, and then 
officiating at Maidstone, Kent, was, in 1817, chosen to supply the 
vacancy occasioned by Mr. Lewin's resignation. He began his minis­ 
terial services on the 12th day of July, of the year just mentioned,

  At Shrewsbury he was succeeded by Mr. Pemllebury Hnughton. 
+ Was he uot maternal grandfather of our able aud curiously learned colleague, 

Thomas Doraiug Hibbett, Esq.?
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and relinquished them on the 31st March, 1832. Few men can com­ 
pete with Mr. Harris, in point of activity, mental energy, and power­ 
ful pulpit declamation. His personal appearance, in his youthful days, was 
handsome, and most imposing. Having announced his intention, during 
the Winter of 1819-1820, to deliver a series of lectures, or discourses, on 
controversial subjects, great excitement was thereby created among the religi­ 
ous portion of the Liverpool community, and Renshaw Street Chapel was 
crowded, every Lord's day evening, by attentive and deeply interested 
auditors. The manner of the preacher was exceedingly impressive. As 
the Winter and Spring advanced, public feeling became more and more 
excited; * and tliis state of things continued till the termination of the 
course. Three ministers, of different denominations, entered the lists 
nguiust him. First, the Itev. John Jones, A. M., minister of St. Andrew's 
Church, laveq)ool, who published " a sermon on the eternity of future 
punishment, preached" at his own church, " on Sunday evening, November 
21st, 1819;" secondly, Mr. James Barr, then of Oldham Street Kirk, here, 
now of St. Enoch's, Glasgow;! and thirdly, Mr. Robert Philip, then of 
Newington Chapel, here, and now of Maberley Chapel, London, of whom 
we have had occasion to speak already.^ Mr. Harris' discourses appeared 
in the form of a large 8vo. volume, iu 1820. This talented and actively- 
minded gentleman has, since quitting Liverpool, been pastor successively 
at the chapel, Moor-Lane, Bolton, 1822-1824, at Union Street Chapel, 
.Glasgow, where he remained for many years, conducting, as Editor, " the 
Christian Pioneer," at St. Mark's Terrace, Edinburgh and now at New- 
castle-upon-Tyne. Several of Mr. Harris' occasional discourses, published 
at different times, have excited great public interest. §

Mr. William Hiucks, from Exeter, who had previously been stationed 
for some time at Cork, on a unanimous invitation from the congregation 
worshipping in Renshaw Street, accepted of the pastoral oversight among 
them, and entered on the discharge of his ministerial labours, 3rd Novem-

  The walls, I am infnnneil, were fur months chalked with allusions to the subjects 
of bis lectures. " Harris kill the Devil," " No hell fin 1 ," &«., &o.

+ Mr Burr's i>iunphlet, between 30 ami (!0 pages, Svo., drawn up in the form of a 
letter, and subscribed "Alic]uis," procured fur its author the degree of Doctor of 
Divinity, from the University of Glasgow.

J An oversight committed by this gentleman, in reference to the Hebrew original of 
Psulin ex., 1, was immediately niul adroitly seized on, and turned to account by his 
religious opponents.

J Witness his Sermon on "the Rathcormac Massacre," which had all immense 
circuUliou, uiul massed through several editions.


