SIXTH MEETING.
Collegiate Institution, 14th April, 1853.

Davip Trom, D.D., Vice-President, in the Chair.

PROCEEDINGS.

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed.

The Certificates of five Candidates for Membership were read for the first
time.

The following gentlemen were duly elected:—

Arthur Ellis, Melville Place, Oxford Street, Liverpool.
Richard Houghton, Crosby.

Henry Lyon, Appleton Hall, Cheshire.

Thomas Bromfield Ryder, Cuthbert's Buildings, Liverpool.
Charles Turner, Dingle Head, Liverpool.

James Vose, M.D., 5, Gambier Terrace, Liverpool.

The following DovaTions to the Society were laid upon the table :—

1. From the Societies.

Memoires de la Société d’Emulation d’Abbe-
ville, 1849, 1850, 1851, et le premiere
semistre de 1852.

Archaologia Cambrensis for April, 1853.

2. From other Donors.

From J. G. Jacob, Esq. Four silver coins, three of them being of the
English Edwards, and coined at Bristol,
London, and Waterford, respectively ; the
fourth bearing the inscription, ¢ Alexander
Dei Gra Rex Scotorum.”

From Saml. M‘Culloch, Life of the late Samuel M‘Culloch, a member
Esq., LL.D. of the Society, by the Rev. Dr. Thom.
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From James Stonehouse, Various autographs of eminent persons.
Esq. )

“Qde on the institution of a Society in
Liverpool for the encouragement of design-
ing, drawing, painting, &e., read before

the Society, December 18, 1773.
From John Grindlay. A local Act of Parliameut of 1799, to amend
the acts relating to the harbour of Liver-

pool, to make two wet docks, &c.

From Rev. P. 8. Dale. ~ MS. sermons preached in Warburton Church,
Cheshire, by the Rev. Richard Grimshaw,
shortly after 1660.

Arrangement for the funeral procession of the
Earl and Countess of Derby, at Ormskirk,
4th March, 1776. : .

Curious placard issued by John Houghton,
respecting the destruction of two pillars in
front of his residence near Trueman street.

A local satire, under the form of an auction
of the books of Bamber Gascoigne, Esq.

The following articles were EXHIBITED :—

By Richard Pedder, Esq., A-curious antique silver ring,on one side of the

Preston. ; top was a heart, and on the other, in old
English letters, ¢ Jesus.”
By Dr. Hume. A specimen of sandstone highly elastic, pro-

cured at a quarry near Delhi, in India.

By -Thomas D. Hibbert, A document entitled, Inquisitio post mortem,
Esq., London. Francis Orrell, of ffarington, Com Lan-
caster, 15 March, 16th James I. (1619-20.)

Additional letters of the Bateman series.

By Dr. Kendrick. An excellent likeness in profile, of Gilbert
Wakefield, Esq.

A catalogue of Mr. Roscoe’s books, as sold
19th August, 1816, with prices anne;_:ed.

By Jas. Stonehouse, Esq. A curiously carved tobacco pipe, of wood.

‘By John Orr. A volume of Henry Stephens’ Greek Test.,
! 1576.

Mr. Gath drew attention to the fact of the death of another member,
William Dalrymple, Esq. : .
" A copy of the Tasmanian Colonist, (Van Dieman's Land) of September
6, 1852, was laid upon the table, containing a report of part of the
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Society’s proceedings. This is the second Australian newspaper in which

notices of the Society have been discovered. Vide p. 73.

A communication was read from Mr. Boardman, suggesting the propriety
of placing an inscription at the corner of Hope street and Mount Pleasant,
indicating the position of Mf. Roscoe’s birthplace.

Two additional letters were read, addressed by F. D. Browne (Mus.
Hemans) to Matthew Nicholson, Esq., the one dated August 11th, 1810,
the other July, 1811. The former exhibited a clear impression of her
seal, which consisted of the three initial letters of her name placed
triangularly, with a lyre in the centre.

Dr. Hume explained the nature of the memorial which was about to be
forwarded by Societies and Institutions in the town, inviting the British
Association for the Advancement of Science to meet here next year.
Deputies had also been appointed to give effect to the invitation at Hull.
The former meeting was held in Liverpool, in 1837.

PAPERS.

I.—AN Account oF Mains Harr, Ngar PourroN, 1HE HIipiNG-PLACE
0¥ CARDINAL ALLEN, IN THE TIME OF QUEEN ErI1ZABETH.

By the Rev. Wm. Thornber, B.A4., Blackpool.

According to the Doomsday Survey, six carucates of land were assigned to
Singleton, and in the reign of King John, Alan de Singleton is recorded as
being its local lord. He was a considerable landed proprietor in the hundred
—a person of authority, who acted as king’s bailiff within the wapentakes
of Amounderness and Blackburn, and made attachments and executions of
writs, and attachments of pleas of the crown, by warrant of the serjeantry
which was annexed and appurtenant to his manor of Little Singleton. In
the early pedigree there is some confusion, owing to the common custom of
mesne lords witnessing deeds, at one time by the appellation of one pro-
perty, then of another, thus :—William, the son of the second Allan, in
the chartulary of Whalley Abbey, sometimes signs his name William Sing-
leton, and sometimes William Thorneton, because of his property in that
township. It would seem that the first Allan was a favourite with King
John, if we are to give credence to a well-authenticated tradition, which
tells us, that whilst Earl of Moreton, he frequently visited his fief of Sin-
gleton, as well as the grange of Staining, where he became acquainted with
Geoffrey Balistrarius, the ancestor of the Sherburns, and whose valour in




160

the Irish wars he rewarded by grant of lands in our neighbourhood. - It was

by such acts as these that the King, both as Earl of Moreton and King John,
however he might be estimated in other parts of the kingdom, was popular
in Lancashire. His gifts of lands and quitclaims to the church were nume-
rous. Parva Singleton was held by the local family till the reign of the
first Edward, when it passed to the Banisters ; from Richard, Allan, Wil-
Iiam, Allan Singleton to Thomas, who, dying without issue, left a sister,
Johanna, the wife of Thomas Banastre, now conceded by genealogists to have
been of the same family as the Banisters of the Bank. This latter Thomas
had a son William, father of Sir Adam, a turbulent knight, who was parent
of Thomas, whose lands were escheated to the Duchy in the 7th of Richard
IT. Parva Singleton next fell to the lot of the repacious Edmund Dudley,
who was attainted and executed A.p. 1510, and afterwards, doubtless by
grant of the escheat, it came into the hands of Thomas, Earl of Derby,
who held it of the King, 13th Hen. VIII.

I have given the above brief account of Little Singleton, because Mains
Hall is situated within that manor, and because there, I believe, we shall
find the site of the mansion where the mesne local lords issued laws to their
vassals and free tenants,and where they passed their lives, not indeed in luxury
and splendour, but in a manner which the humblest gentleman or tradesman
would at present deem as pitiful and mean. Certainly, the local family would
locate themselves on the ground, whence they derived their power. The ser-
jeantry of Amounderness and Blackburn was annexed to the manor of Little
Singleton, as before mentioned. I have remarked, moreover, that in the
Fylde the hamlets styled  Little Tons,” in contradistinction to their parents,
“ Great Tons,” invariably have had their rise from having been either the lo-
cality of the seat of the mesne lord, as at Little Carleton, &c.; or of the grange
of some Abbey, as at Little Poulton, Little Bispham, &. I am not aware
of any instance indicating that the mesne lord and the churchman erected
their hall and grange at the same side of the township. Here, too, on the
banks of the Wyre, was the most eligible spot for a resident family, and
the name “ Mains,” evidently demesne, marks the lord’s land around his
mansion, I feel that I am treading on tender ground, for my neighbours
have supposed, why, I know not, that this estate was a grange, dignified as
usual here, with the name of hall, after the reformation, and had belonged,
together with Poulton, to the Priory of St. Mary’s, at Lancaster, and after-
wards to Sion Abbey : thus, owing to the acknowledged right of the Cister-
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cian farmers to become tithe free, I know that Roger de Poictou, in his
sweeping charter, gave to St. Mary’s, of Lancaster, the tithes of poultry,
calves, lambs, goats, swine, &ec., and cheese and butter in Singleton : also,
that there was a grange in Great Singleton, still recognized by that name ;
but never have I read or heard of any papers having reference to another
grange in the other division of the township. And this may be corroborated
by the following fact :—In an agreement made in the reign of Edward ITI,
between the Prior of Lancaster and Sir Adam Banister, the knight consents
to grant two roads across his lands, for the use of the servants and carriages
of the churchman'’s vassals and tenants. Now one of these roads ran across
the manor of Little Singleton, and beneath Mains Hall, from the towns of
Pulton and Thorneton to Singleton Park, by the way to the ford of Aldwa-
ther—i. e. the Shard—in the Wyre. Why ask permission to traverse
Little Singleton, if it were the property of his priory? Why desirous of a
road to Singleton Park, unless the Prior of St. Mary's owned it? This
park was in Great Singleton, a portion of the grange, a park that needed
no “licentia imparcandi,” since it was merely a parcel of enclosed ground,
used, most likely, for the herding of cattle from the out pastures.

I have had no opportunity of learning when the Heskeths—of whom it
is my object more especially to write—purchased the Mains. By patent of
20 James I, possession was given of several estates belonging to the crown,
among which was the “manor or lordship of Singleton, alias Singleton
Magna. in the several tenures of the different tenants there,” The Mains
may have been purchased at this time. The Heskeths, however, it is
evident from dates on the walls, made great alterations in this reign :
whether they had occupied it previously, I do not assert; certainly
they held it in tenure in the time of Elizabeth, if not earlier. Like many
other families, they had been brought into the Fylde either by marriage
with a local proprietor’s daughter, or more probably by the purchase of
Abbey property, during the convulsion of society at, and after the dissolu-
tion of religious houses. William Hesketh, who married Elizabeth, the
daughter of John Allen, of Rossal, is first styled of Poulton. They soon,
however, formed other connections in the neighbourhood, and their marriages
and intermarriages with the Westbys, of Mowbrick and Bourne, the Ander-
tons, of Euxton, and the Allens, of Rosshall, stamyp their religious and politi-
cal bias ; but it is their connection with the last-named family that renders

L




162

their pedigree interesting; otherwise, it might have been consigned without
loss to oblivion. I shall not, however, trouble you with the whole of it,
as it may be found in the Visitation of 1613. Thus much may be neces-
sary. The Heskeths sprang from the first wife of Bartholomew, the ille-
gitimate son of William Hesketh, of Rufford Hall, and they became
extinet in James, of Mains, who, after assuming the maiden name of his
mother, Brockholes, and at the decease of Catherine, her sister the
Duchess of Norfolk, becoming possessed of Claughton, devised, at the
~ death of his infant daughter, his estates to W. Fitzherbert, the brother of
his wife, and second son of Thomas, of Swinnerton Hall, county Stafford,
with injunction to take the name and arms of Brockholes ; thus cutting off
his own sister, whose issue, until lately, resided at Larbreck, but are now
extinet.

I have said that the Heskeths, of Mains, were conspicuous principally on
account of their connection with the Allens, of Rossal Grange, and since
enquiries have been made of me, through a friend, for Dr. Lingard, and of
late by many others interested in the genealogy of Cardinal Allen, I shall
not be deemed intrusive, if I suggest, that Wood and Dodd have omitted
a generation ; because in the genealogy of the Allens of Brook House, a
John of Rossal, who is mentioned as the father-in-law of Radulph, must
must have been earlier than John Allen, the father, or even George, the
grandfather of the Cardinal, to have had a daughter married in the reign
of Richard ITI., 1488-5 ; as the churchman was born 1532,

John, not George Allen, the grandfather of the Cardinal, was the first
lessee of Rossal, a grange of Deulacress, county Stafford, which he held on
a long lease, by favour of the Abbot, his relative. In the R0th of Richard
11, A.p. 1397, Whittle names him as a donor to the fraternities of Preston
Guild, and described as of Ross-hall. This family must not be confounded,
as is usual, with the Allens of Brook house, Staffordshire. They had dif-
ferent arms—that of Rossal bearing argent 3 conies, or rabbits passant,
sable ; the other party per chev., gules and ermine, in the upper part two
lions heads erased or. Their pedigree, so long sought, is as follows :—
John Allen, of Rosshall, had a daughter and son; Elizabeth, the wife of
Ralph Allen, of Brookhouse, and George, whose son John, by marriage
with Joan, daughter of Lyster, of Westhy, county York, had
Gabriel, who died in Italy ; Richard, William the Cardinal, George the
eldest, and Elizabeth, the wife of William Hesketh, of Poolton. This
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George married Elizabeth, daughter of William Westby, of Westby and
Mowbrick, and had three daughters,—Mary, Catherine, a nun at Louvain,
and Helen; and one son John, the husband of the daughter and heiress of

and the wife of Thomas Worthington, of Blainscoe, and the Holmes in
Thornton. The old grange, where this family of the Allens resided, and
where the Cardinal was born, stood at Fenny, near Rossal Point. the con-
junction of the sea and river Wyre. It was not the Rossal Hall now con-
verted into a college :—the pet saying of Gabriel, the priest’s brother—
« Merrie days of hie away to Rossal Point "—determines the spot. And
here, formerly, the remains of such a building existed. The vast inroads
of the sea have now washed away the thick red sand-stone gable wall, which
an old man, of 104 years of age, told me he remembered, when young
covered with ivy, and tottering over the brink of the cliff. Here, also,
have been disclosed an ancient hand stone mill, some monkish figures in
alabaster, &c., and in the *churchyard field, adjoining, some human bones,
within the foundations of a fabric, running east and west, and supposed to
have been the site of the chantry of the grange, which were often small
priories, like that of Staining, where, so early as the removal of Stanlaw to
Whalley, two monks, Lene and Niger, were stationed. On the warren,
also, close by, a spot named the Abbot’s Walk, carries us back to the days
when the head of Deulacress visited his tenant of Rossal.

Of the Cardinal, tradition veports little more, than that whilst in hiding
at the halls of Mains and Layton, bhe disseminated treasonous tracts, and
was desirous that the Spanish Armada should effect a landing on the English
shores, at the Peel of Foudrey, and in the Wyre. This is no foolish
tiadition, Tn a book, dated 1671, I find it related that the Jesuit parsons
encouraged King Phillip, whose surname was Norway, or Norroway, to
attempt an invasion, by citing this old prophecy :—

“ Between Boston’s bay
And the Pile of Foudray,
Shall be seen the black navy of Norway.”

Moreover, I read this in the Lansdowne MSS., endorsed—Touchinge a
plac, called the Pille in Lanc., a dangerous place for Landinge.—* What

* This has been mistaken for the Chapel of All Hallows, which Leland places at the
mouth of the Wyre. Bispham Church and the houses adjacent, now called Churchtown,
are the chapel and village of All Hallows; as a legend on a lately restored sacramental
cup manifests,

Carleton, of Carleton, by whem he had a daughter, living A.p. 1620,

S ——
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the Spanyerd means to do, the Lord knowes, for all the countrye being
knowne to Doctor Allen, (who was born hard by the pyle) and inhabytentes
ther aboutes, all ynfected with his Romish poyson, yt is not unlike, but his
directione will be vsed for some landing ther.” The Armada landed not;
but one of its scattered ships was stranded for some hours opposite the
confiscated home of the traitor Allen. When the translation of a rare old
latin manuseript, entitled Concertatio, which T am in hopes of seeing published
by a reverend Roman Catholic friend, shall appear, many other things
will be revealed, to illustrate the period of the Spanish invasion; for I am
informed that it tells us how Fleetwood purchased of the king the fee of
Rossal Grange—how he ‘deprived the Cardinal's nieces of the estate of
Todderstaff, the gift of one of their uncles—how the deeds were stolen
when Rossal was plundered at night by the sheriff and his people—how the
sisters escaped, during this outrage, in a boat across the Wyre, and after
wandering about for two weeks, by chance found their mother—and how,
when by the instrumentality of a spy, £500 of their money had been dis-
covered in a meal tub, at the house of one Anion, and confiscated, they
were compelled to seek safety with their uncle, on the continent. The
translation and publication of such a fund of local history, will be hailed
with satisfaction by the readers in the Fylde.

We will return to Mains Hall, and we will approach it along the banks
of the Wyre, the road that was granted by the Banisters to the Priory of
Lancaster—the highway on the south, called the Mains Lane, is of modern
construction. 'What a pleasant retreat! and how gracefully the river glides
beneath the brow of the sloping hill, on which the hall is built. One
glimpse shows us that it is, or has been, the residence of a family of con-
sequence. There are woods, and gardens, and terraces, shaded avenues,
fish ponds, and a large dovecot. But before we enter the precinets of the
house, cast your eye on the tofts of alder trees, two or three in every field.
They surround very ancient sladepits, i. e. marl holes, having two paces or
slades: From these the land was tilled, when the Fylde roads were so
impassable, that manure from any distance could not be obtained. But
haste along, we will make our way up the Nun's Walk, this pleasant avenue
of hazel trees. The back of the house, which, when first erected, was the
front, has suffered less than other parts by modern alterations: it still
retains nearly entire its prominent centre gable, with its two wings, all
three being lighted by narrow ranges of windows. The present front, to
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the south, consisted, not long ago, of three sides of a quadrangle; on the
west, the wing now destroyed, a very antique building, within which was a
hall-part, having a huge open chimney, and wainscotted with fluted oak of
the reign of Henry VIII, now rotting unheeded in the garrets of the
hall. From this hall-part was entered the pantry, and *chomer,” which
latter was fancifully paved in patterns, with various coloured small stones,
formerly preferred in parlours to a flooring of flags. Here, also, when the
workmen were pulling it down, was disclosed a priest hole, between a stack
of chimneys, which had been entered from a small upper closet, by a ladder ;
a most uncomfortable cell, both dark and confined, where the wretched
inmate, Dr. Allen, Father Campion, and the pérsecuted priest of "Titus
Oates, in succession, stretched his limbs on the straw that was found still
littering the floor. On the east of the quadrangle is the chapel ; the date
of its erection is yet visible on the outward wall, 1626. We can contrive
to enter it by the stables, the staircase from the outside having been
removed years ago. Take heed how you tread on the time-worn boards.
Since my last visit in 1845, it has been denuded of its interesting relics ;
even then desolation was triumphant. The picture of the Virgin, and her
infant Son, had fallen from its position over the altar, the rails of which were
mouldering in decay, and the walls green with damp. They were dead
who had worshipped there : it had been venerated by them, ah ! how dearly !
An escutcheon spoke of the demise of one of the squires of the hall—
various portions of seripture rules, dogmas and ordinances of the church of
Rome, in worm-eaten frames, and covered with the dust of years, hung
neglected—a sorrowful memento that there was no priest to minister, no
devoted Anna to brush away the leaven of forgetfulness from the consecrated
altar. ;

The hall in the centre of the quadrangle, had from time to time been
altered and realtered, modernized and remodernized. It is now like anold
lady, painted and decked out in showy attire, yet unable to disguise her
antiquated features. 1t had been thatched in 1784, as I find from the
following bill : —

For winskowing ye gable of ye ould hous........c.c0uenes 00 04 00
For 24 thrave of straw for ye ould hous, at 8d. per thrave 00 16 00
For drawing the straw into thack.........coceeevvnvruanene 00 03 00
For thatching ye ould hous ...cvierverervassercnrenaasiaanie 00 13 04

I must again refer to my last visit. The alterations of 1846 have almost
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gutted the interior, so I am anxious to describe it as it appeared previously:
“The old housekeeper met me at the door. Her grandmother and mother
had occupied, like herself, the station as matron : from childhood to old
age she had lived at the hall. If you would see her portrait, dip into one
of the volumes of Mrs. A. Radcliffe, and you will find it ; only perhaps the
housekeepers of romance did not wear bed-gowns, with the lappets tucked
up at each hip, and a pendant pincushion, with a goodly sized pair of scissors.
I always thought her superior to any of Mrs, Radcliffe’s creation ; but she had
one fault, to me a great one,~—she was not garrulous, or what strange secrets
might she not have revealed. I however fared not badly. You have read in
German romance, of benighted travellers falling upon castles in the midst
of forests, which, on entering, they found uninhabited; yet furnished with
antique, massive household goods. The owners had deserted their property
for years, and nothing had been disturbed. The tapestry still clothed the
walls—the lady’s lyre and books lay on the table—the embers were scattered
on the hearth, and scraps of letters were strewed around. The intruder is
expecting every moment the entrance of the lord of the domain, in the
antiquated dress of bye-gone days. Just so appeared Mains Hall. Little
or nothing had been removed since the death of the Heskeths, and for
many a year before, the family had contented itself with the homely, but

- substantial furniture of their fathers. Even to the candlesticks and snuffers,

every household article was a hundred and fifty years old. As I stood in
the hall-part, the matron informed me—* That it was here that Madame
Hesketh, in the absence of her husband, unwillingly entertained a marau-
ding party of Scotch troopers, in the outbreak, 1715.”

¢ And William Hesketh,” gaid I, “acted prudently to absent himself ;
for I have heard my mother relate, that although in 1715 he escaped the
notice of government through the kindness of the squire of Bankfield, his
neighbour, yet he was aware that he was suspected of being friendly dis-
posed towards the Pretender; so, under the surveillance of Mr. Tennant,
of Poulton, he withdrew during the hubbub at Preston, to the secrecy of
Ross 1 warren, where the deeds of his estate would be secure, and his
person out of harm’s way.”

“ Humph! the Pretender!” was the sharp reply of the dame.

‘We ascended the broad staircase into the drawing room. * This is now
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our store room,” said the housekeeper, “but the greatest in the land has
trodden these boards.” “ Say you so ?"

‘Whilst Mrs. Fitzherbert was sojourning with her relations, the Prince
Regent paid her a visit at the Mains. This room looked not as it does at
present. There was an antique costly glass between the windows, and in
the panel over the fire place, was inserted a picture, much admired. I
believe it was an historical painting of the Norfolks. There was a young
man kneeling before one of the noble dukes, and presenting him with a
sword. There had been a suite of rooms here, but the adjoining one had
been converted into a bedchamber, during the sickness of the last of the
Heskeths. It was furnished in keeping with the rest, containing a half
canopied bed with dark hangings, a few heavy chairs, and a very old
dressing glass. In the next, was a library of illuminated manuscripts and
missals, without backs, in one of which I saw the autograph of Cardinal
Allen, the ink yellow with age; also the rules of the Order of the Garter,
written on vellum in the reign of Henry VIII, and having on the title
page the crest and arms of Norfolk and Brockholes, surrounded with the
garter. In a secret drawer T discovered a paper box, shaped like a
heart, which was divided into many compartments, each encircling a piece
of bone, a fragment of the body of some saint, for they were all
labelled, though [ forget with whose names. Leading from the library
were two oratories, each lighted with two narrow apertures. In one, the
squire had offered up his orisons—in the other, he had kept his accounts;

for numerous bills of 1700, and earlier, were scattered about, suspended

from the walls, and rolled up in the drawers of a curious cabinet; on the
removal of which, some time after the visit I am deseribing, was found a
picture of our Saviour’s descent from the cross, of no merit, but so very vividly
depicting his agony, the wound made by the spear, his head lacerated with
thorns, and the drops of blood, like bullets, falling from his hands and feet,
as to create a shudder of horror. It had been an ancient altar piece,
From a corner of this closet the housekeeper produced a tall stick, which
I should have pronounced to have belonged to a son of Anak, had not I
seen some of our octogenarians walking with such, and grasping them,
like Jacob his staff, about a foot from the top. This was ornamented with
a cardinal’s cap, a whistle, and with the date 1628, the legend * Periissem
si non Periissem " wreathed round the lower part. Why a cardinal’s cap ?
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and had it any reference to the churchman Allen? These questions are as
perplexing as the device. The true rendering of the latter, however, I am
now acquainted with. TIn the reign of Robert the Third, of Scotland, Sir
‘W. Anstruther, called Fisher Willie, of the castle of Dreel, killed the
laird of Thirdpart, who was plotting to pay him the same compliment.
The king not only pardoned hini, but gave him a new coat of arms, with
a motto similar to that on the stick at Mains hall, consisting of two verbs
of the same construction, but different meanings. The legend may be
translated thus—I should have perished, if I had not gone through with
it ; or, more freely—I should have died, if I had not killed him. How
this device came to be carved beneath a cardinal’s cap on a walking stick
at the Mains, is beyond my comprehension. The matron also exhibited
here two portraits on glass, once the ornaments of some window—one, that
of a burly looking personage in a broad brimmed hat, and said to have
been a Hesketh. On one corner of the pane of glass, were two figures of
the date 16 . ., the rest was broken off, The other portrait was a knight
in full armour.

I was next ushered into the back offices. - The butler’s pantry was still
stored with old black bottles, having W. & M. and 1630 upon them. = There
also were ranged singular shaped brazen hot water jugs, with cane on the
handles to protect from heat, a rope legged oval oak table, and a narrow
settle with holes inserted in its seat for the purpose of draining cleansed
bottles. On the armoire stood lamps, wooden and brass candlesticks, that
might have been brought from Pompeii, unique glasses, china cups and
bowls, &e., &c., and other utensils too various to enumerate: the very
names of which I was ignorant of. Then there was the kitchen—with
what rude, clumsy articles was it furnished—even the .tongs and poker
belonged not to this generation. T remarked the little bronze trones, the
carved salt pix, the pith board for the amusement of the servants, the cat
locker, the linen kist, the bread rack, the pewter frame, the wag byth’ wo,
or metal faced cadjum clock, with “Breckal de Holmes” fecit upon it, and a
date proclaiming that it was more than two hundred years old. But the
huge brick oven attracted my notice particularly. It was capacious enough
to cook provisions for a regiment of soldiers. Once a year, however, the
matron informed me, it was wont to be filled, when the mansion was occu-
pied in the days of the Heskeths. On Christmas eve, after feeding all the
cattle with a sheaf of corn, every man on the estate was, of yore, supplied
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with materials for raised pies, to the size of which none were stinted, if
he could squeeze it through the oven’s mouth; and this “awmas” was for
generations called a * Dilworth,” from a traditionary greedy fellow having
made one of such monstrous size, that he could not bake it.

I am happy in having been allowed this opportunity of describing this
my visit to Main’s Hall, when it stood intact in its pristine homeliness.
I watched the last alterations with sorrow, thinking, « Shall not I do what
I will with my own ?” a very doubtful query. I hovered around, and one
day meeting the architect, enquired of him, *Whether he had met with
any thing worthy of notice?” ¢ The walls,” he replied, ‘ are the walls of
& castle ; some of the interior ones being more than a yard in thickness—a
useless expenditure of room.”

“Ah!” said I, “when they were built, the protec’uon of the subject lay
not in the laws, but in strong walls.”

“ And in hiding places; for between two walls we disclosed a secret
recess, most adroitly concealed. Moreover, on moving a creaky board
beneath the old bedstead, we took out a plain silver cross, black with age;
no doubt valuable, as having received the blessing of the pope, or having
belonged to some persecuted priest. More than one piece of the cannon
money of James has been collected from the rubbish.”

The Heskeths lived in great retirement, some of them almost in
monkish privacy; whilst others of them have enjoyed their property, like
other country squires. Though rigid Romanists and stout Jacobins, they
ever lived in terms of intimacy with their protestant neighbours. T have
heard my late mother tell, how she being invited to Mains Hall, when a girl,
admired a large doll, which a daughter of the family, who had taken the
veil abroad, had habited like herself after her inauguration. This was the
lady who, driven from France at the revolution, founded an asylum at
Preston; but on peace with England being proclaimed, returned to the
continent. The Heskeths appear to have been of a robust habit of body,
like othernatives of the Fylde ; for their apothecary’s bills, though curious
morceaux, with their “gargarisms, implasts, volatile draughts, carminative
stomackic decotions, &c.,” are of rare occurrence, which may partly be
ascribed to the ladies and gentlemen not lolling in close stuffed carriages,
in preference to taking their airings on the pillion, or on horseback. Indeed,
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deed, carriages were unknown in the Fylde; so their saddler’s account for
1715, has no reference to any trappings, save horse gear, thus:—

Stuffing a pad saddle............... 00 00 04
Chambering your horse saddle...... 00 00 02
A pair of bridle bits.....ccceuiererenss 00 00 06
Aydubel}garth Lileis it iva AR 0 )
A'newaaddle.. iR RSN, ST 00 16 00
A pillion cloth’ s ili.sessdsase hspioves 00 05 00

I might have mentioned some singular items in the bills of a sick young
cadet of the family, whilst seeking at Rome the pope’s blessing ; but I
will finish my paper with the letter of a haberdasher in London, to the
ladies of Mains Hall, in 1730. I copy it from the original one before me :—

Sor,

I had the favor of yours and on the twelv instant sent
your box with every thing you reet for, which I hop your lady will
like. as to ye mode of ye ladys wer ther stays, very low before,
ther gowns meets before at botms, upon the brest open about three
fingers, ther stays very short and wid and ther hoops very larg at
the top and very high behind. I have sent Miss (her) mob as ye
ladys now wers them in full dress. As to ther rideng habets ye
were no tgorkes but butens and buten hools, both to ther rideng
gowns and gakets. I hop your lady will like ye coler of her
grogrem. It is a coler that houds ye best of thos colers. I beg
my hombel respects to her. I purpos seen Lanchershire ye ferst
weke in Agst &c &c This is all from, sor, your most humbel servant
to command.

flleetwood Butler.
July 16, 1730.

To William Hesketh Esq at Mans neare Poulten Lanc.

Note.—Since the visit described in the paper, certain alterations have been made on
the exterior, by the present occupant. The illustration, from a drawing made in
August, 1853, exhibits the more modern front.
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II.—NomicE oF THE BaprisManL MARRIAGE AND BuRTAn
RecistERs RESPECTING MR. Roscor.
By James Boardman, Esq.
1.—BIRTH

Mr., Roscoe was born at the Old Bowling Green House, situate near the
junction of Hope Street and Mount Pleasant. Neither this nor the New
Bowling Green House, situate lower down the hill, nearly opposite Roscoe
Street, was considered as being in Liverpool at the time of the publication
of the first Directory, in 1766, which accounts for the omission of the name
of Mr. Roscoe’s father as a householder. The place of Mr. Roscoe’s birth
is not mentioned in the entry. The Registration Act, which came into
operation in 1837, under which the writer received the appointment of
Superintendent Registrar of Liverpool, requires entries of the hour and
place of birth, which may often be of great importance, to be known.

I1L.—BAPTISM.

Benn's Garden Chapel,* which was erected by the English Presbyterians
about the year 1728, was the place of worship which Mr. Roscoe’s father
attended. Ardent as the members of this sect were in their demands for
civil and religious liberty, it is to be feared that they wished the extension
of the blessing to be limited to those within the pale of their own church ;
certainly no Papist or Jew need have asked for equal rights. Their tenets
were either Trinitarian or Arian; and although no doubt there were some
who went a step or two mnearer to the opinions of their descendants, the
Unitarians of the present day, penal laws sealed their lips. All abhorred
the organ and the surplice; and indeed the latter vestment seemed to have
had an effect upon their nervous system similar to that upon the bull
before the red flag of the Chulillos.

This entry of the birth and baptism of Mr. Roscoe, together with all the
entries in the Register Books of Catholics and Nonconformists in England
and Wales made prior to July 1, 1837, and deposited in the Non-Parochial
Register Office, London, are now legalized by act of parliament, and are
admissible as evidence in courts of law. Although the signature of the
minister who performed the rite of baptism on the infant Roscoe does not

* “ Benn's Garden Chapel, Liverpool, William, son of William Roscoe, innkeeper,
born March 8, 1758, baptized March 28.”
(Copy) James BoarpMaN, 1834,
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appear in the record, it was most probably Dr. Henderson, the minister
of the chapel, and afterwards on his conformity minister of St. Paul's
Church. Vide the Rev. Dr. Thom’s records.

IIT.—MARRIAGE.

Claudius Crigan,* afterwards Bishop of Sodor and Man, to which See he
was presented by the Duke of Athol, who was at that time.in a delicate state
of health, and was said to have been selected as a ‘locum tenens” for
one of the Athol family not then ready to assume the charge. But the
invigorating air of the Isle of Man, together with a mind at ease in pecu-
niary matters, had such an effect upon the valetudinarian that he rapidly
recovered, and lived to enjoy the episcopate twenty-five years.

The Bishop was a man of agreeable manners and lively conversation.
His charch in Liverpool was the favourite temple of Hymen. My father,
who visited the Isle of Man for forty-five consecutive years, regularly dined
with his Lordship at Bishop’s Court on his annual trip; and on the two
last of these visits I had the pleasure to accompany him. Well I
remember the awe with which I approached his Lordship on the first, on
my leaving school ; attired as he wasin a full suit of black velvet and pow-
dered wig. I find the following entry on the subject in my boyish journal.
¢ After dinner walked in the garden with the Lord Bishop, who behaved in
the most friendly and affectionate manner, questioning me in my reading
and studies, instructing and advising me on various topics. On taking
leave, he invited me to Bishop’s Court, and placing his hands on my head
in the most pathetic manner gave me his blessing and best wishes for my
prosperity in life, in such words as I shall never forget.” My second visit
was soon after the glorious triumph of philanthropy, in which Mr. Roscoe
had taken so important a part, the abolition of the African slave trade by
England.

The Bishop had served as a chaplain to the forces in the West India
colonies, and had there married a lady interested in slave property, his

* ¢ Qhapel of St. Anne, Liverpool. William Roscoe, of the parish of Liverpool,gentle-
man, and Jane Griffies, of the same place, spinster, were married in this chapel, by
licence, this twenty-second day of February, in the year one thousand seven hundred and
eighty-one, by me, C. Criaaw, Minister.”

This marriage was solemnized between us William Roscoe, Jane Griffies, in the
presence of Samuel Aspinwall, Betty Griffies. No. 681.

(Copy) Wum. WHEELER, Incumbent, March 16th, 1853,

N.B.—Mr. Aspinwall or Aspinall was the partner of Mr. Roscoe.
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views on the subject were consequently biassed, and to my great surprise as
well as sorrow, for young as I was I had imbibed Mr. Roscoe's principles,
his Lordship defended the system of negro slavery as warmly as any Liver-
pool trader. And to illustrate the happy state of negro life, he sung a
stave or two of a nigger song, accompanied by all the ludicrous gesticula-
tions which we have witnessed in our visit to the Ethiopian serenaders.

On Dr. Crigan’s appointment to the bishopric, Mr. Thomas Chubbard,
a very talented Liverpool artist, at the Bishop’s desire painted his portrait
episcopally attired, but his Lordship refused to take it, although an
admirable likeness, at the same time telling Mr C. that he might have it
engraved for sale. Mr. C. however would not make the speculation, and
in his atelior it continued to hang when I received my drawing lessons.
After the Bishop's death it was purchased by the family. This portrait was
an object of attraction in the first exhibition in .Liverpool, held in the
autumn of the year 1788, the catalogue of which Mr. Mayer has done a
service to the friends of the fine arts in Liverpool by republishing.

IV.~—BURIAL.

Mr. Roscoe having died previously to the Act for the Registration of
Deaths coming into operation, there is no legal record of the time and place
of his death, but merely of his burial* I merely mention the fact to show
how defective the law was prior to the passing of the Act of William 1V.,
for the registration of births, deaths, and marriages in England, and what
a valuable measure it is, although like most reforms it was assailed on its
introduction.

The funeral of Mr. Roscoe was conducted agreeably to his wishes in an
unostentatious manner. The mortal remains of this great man were met
on the way, from his last residence in Lodge Lane, by the Members of the
Literary and Philosophical Society, the Committee of the Royal Institution,
and a numerous body of his friends and admirers, who preceded them into
the chapel, where the funeral service was performed by his much loved
and valued friend, the late Rev. William Shepherd, LL.D.

* «“ Renshaw Street Chapel, Liverpool, [Burial] July bth, 1831. William Roscoe, gen-
tleman, Lodge Lane, aged 78, Grave No. 1, WM, SHEPHERD.”
(Copy) Samr. THORNELY, March 16th, 1853,




