FIFTH MEETING.

Collegiate Institution, 3rd March, 1853.

Davio Tuowm, D.D., Vice-President, in the Chair.

PROCEEDINGS.

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and confirmed.

The Certificates of six Candidates for Membership were read for the first
time.

The following gentlemen were duly elected :—

William Ellis, 29, Fdge Lane, Liverpool.
Peter Mac Intyre, M.D., 120, Duke Street, Liverpool.
John Robinson, Westfield, Huddersfield.

The following Doxartons to the Society were laid upon the table :—

1. From the Society.
Memoires de la Societe des Antiquaires de
1" Ouest, anno 1850-51, Poitiers, 1852.
2. From the Author.
On the Assyro-Babylonian Phonetic charac-
ters, by the Rev. E. Hincks, D.D., 1852.
A list of Assyro-Babylonian characters, with
their Phonetic values, by the Rev. E. Hincks,
D.D., 1852.
8. From other Donors.

James Kendrick, M.D.  Catalogue of the Plants in the Liverpool
Botanical Gardens, 1808.

Akerman’s Dirvections for the preservation of
English Antiquities, 1851.

Dr. Hume. Catalogue of the Library of the late Rev. G.
B. Sandford, M.A., of Church Minshull.
and of the late John Just, Esq., Bury.
Sold at Manchester, 1853.
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James Stonehouse, Esq.  Autograph letters from John Braham and
. *  Mrs. Hemans.

William Bennett, Esq. A volume in large elephant folio, illustrated
with numerous plates; ‘Description des
Tombeaux de Canosa, par A. L. Millin, a
Paris, 1816.”

The following articles were EXHIBITED :—

By Joseph Guyton, Esq. A Scottish Highland Claymore, left in a room
¢ ; in the Inn at Dumfries, occupied by the
Young Pretender on his return from Eng-
land, 1746. " On one side of the blade is
the following inscription, GOTT BEWAR
DE, and on the other, VERECHTE
SCHOTTEN. T
By Miss Atherton. An ancient irom coffer, fashioned after the
style of the old muniment chests, with ribs,
, hinges, lock, and handles. In the front is
painted a group of figures.
By J. W. Whitehead, Esq. Six curious stone axes, which had formed part
; of the splendid collection of the late Lieut.
Col. Sommer, dispersed by Auction, May,
1852.

1. Splendid flint axe, from the spring of St.
P Heléne Kilde, in Seelande. 1t is blocked
out by the chipper, for the operation of
grinding.
2. Flint axe unpolished ; from the marsh of
Utterslev, near Copenhagen.

3. Flint axe from Jutland, a companion to
No. 2. It has been injured at the top, but
the fractures have been removed by grind-
ing; it has also been sharpened on one
side, after repeated use.

4. Flint axe unpolished. This is an approxi-
mation to the form of the bronze celt, and
is probably more modern.

5. Small stone axe, roughly hewn, and polished
at the edges.

6. Small stone axe, (companion to No. 5,)
roughly hewn and polished on all the four
sides.

By J. G. Jacob, Esq. Four silver coins; three of them of Edward

III., of Dnaland and one of Alexander I.,
of Stoﬂand
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By Joseph Mayer, F.S.A. A geries of nearly 400 original drawings by

Liverpool artists, in illustration of his paper
for the evening. Among these was the first
portrait of Roscoe, painted by John Wil-
liamson, drawings by Stubbs, the animal
painter, Moses Houghton, Crouchly, Spence,
Mosses, Samuel Williamson, Herdman,
Thomas Griffiths, Daniels, and many others

The original sketch of the house in which

Roscoe was born, by Samuel Austin.

Two volumes of Roscoe’s Letters.

By Rev. John James Moss, A paper box, manufactured by F. D. Browne,

B.A.

By Dr. Kendrick,
‘Warrington.

By Mr. Flower, of

Bold Street.

Mrs. Hemans,) presented to Mr. Moss’s
mother in acknowledgement of a kindness.
Flowers are painted on the lid, and on the
bottom the following lines from Cunning-
ham, in the autograph of the Poetess :—

“ The little rose that laughs upon the stem,
“(One of the sweets with which the gardens teem)

“ In value soars above an Eastern gem
“ If tendered as a token of esteem.”

A terra cotta medallion of Leo X., presented

to Mrs. Moss, of Islington, by Roscoe, in
1829.

An oval silver medallion, the property of

Mrs. Rylands, of Warrington. Obverse. A
well-executed bust, with flowing hair, and
in the costume of the close of the 17th
century. Reverse. A man nearly nude, rest-
ing his right arm upon an altar, holding in
his left hand a shield charged with 3 bars,
and supporting a club ; before him several
reptiles ; above him a glory,with the Hebrew
name of the Deity; at his feet “ HUC

USQ ET O ULTRA.” Edge
‘““ERNEST BOGISLAO D G. DUC:
GROV: AC ROM IMP. PRINCIPI
&c. I. HOHN. D. D. D. ANNO
1668.”

An Apostle Spoon, of silver, formerly given

by the sponsors to the godchild at its
christening. The assay-mark refers its-date
to 1616.

A small bronze bust of Roscoe, after the

large one by Spence.



PAPERS.

I.—Histor1cAL NoTES oX THE VALLEY oF THE MERSEY PREVIOUS TO THE

Norman CoNQUEST.
By Thomas Baines, Fsq.

When the Romans landed in Britain they found the island occupied by
numerous tribes, each governed by its own petty chief. Upwards of thirty
such tribes are mentioned by name in Cwmsar's account of his Two Expedi-
tions to Britain; in Tacitus’'s account of his Father-in-law's Agricola's
Campaigns; in Ptolemy’s Geography; in the Itineraries or road books
published at a later period ; or in other works of authority. Although a
local habitation has been found by ingenious writers for each of the thirty-
five tribes enumerated by these writers, yet the precise bounds which
separated many of them from each other, are not, and never will be, ascer-
tained. There is no doubt, however, that the Brigantes, who were amongst
the most powerful of the British tribes, occupied a large part, if not the
whole of the six northern counties of England, extending from the Humber
and the Mersey to the Cheviot Hills, nor that the Cornavii occupied the
greater part of the plain which extends from the Mersey to the Severn,
and includes Cheshire, Shropshire, and Staffordshire. Ptolemy, the geo-
grapher, mentions Eboracum, or York, as one of the cities of the Brigantes,
and Duena, or Deva, the modern Chester, as one of the cities of the Cor-
navii, The frontier line between those two tribes was, therefore, formed
somewhere between those two cities, and there is little doubt that a part
of it was formed by tlze river Mersey.

Whilst the divisions between many of the small states of Britain were
imaginary political lines, the Brigantes had, on the southern frontier, a
great natural boundary, consisting of a lofty chain of hills, rising in some
places to the height of 2,000 feet, in ancient times covered with thi‘t;k
forests,—two wide estuaries, the Mersey and the Humber,—numerous. |
rivers flowing into those estuaries from the mountains,—and wide and deep \\'
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swamps lying between the rivers, and adﬂing to the difficulty of the

approaches. The first Roman general who led an army into the wild and
mountainous country of the Brigantes was Petilius Cerialis, who invaded
that part of Britain in the time of Vespasian, about the year 70 of the
Christian era. According to the expression of Tacitus, he there fought
many battles, and those not bloodless, and embraced, in victory or war, the
greater part of the country of the Brigantes. But the true conqueror of

. the Brigantes was Julius Agricola. In his first campaign, he conquered a

large portion of North Wales, then inhabited by the Ordovices, and cap-
tured the stronghold of the Druids—the Isle of Anglesey, or Mona. In
his second campaign, he marched northward into the country of the
Brigantes; occupied places fit for camps; explored the estuaries and

forests, no doubt including the Mersey and the wide forests which en-

circled it; and, by holding out the terrors of war on one side, and the
advantages of peace on the other, induced many of the Brigantes and other
tribes to submit to the Roman dominion. The following winter he spent
in introducing the arts of civilized life. “The following winter,” says
Tacitus,  he spent in carrying out useful plans; for, in order to accustom
men dispersed and rude, and, therefore, always ready for war, to the plea-
sures of a peaceful life, he began to exhort them privately, to assist them
publicly, in building temples, forums, and houses. . . . . . Also,
to instruct their sons in liberal arts ; to prefer the genius of the Britons to
the industry of the Gauls, so that those who before had detested the Roman
language, desired a reputation for eloquence. Hence the honour of our
dressand the frequent toga. By degrees they proceeded to the refinements
of the bath, the portico, and the feast, called by man civilization, but really
parts of servitude.” Such was the manner in which Agricola spent the
year which intervened between his campaign in North Wales and that to
the banks of the Tay; and it is probably to this period that we ought to
refer the origin of the temples, and other public buildings, erected in the
valley of the Mersey, at Mancunium, or Manchester, and at Verantinum,
or Warrington ; and the still nobler works erected in the valley of the Dee,
at Chester, and that of the Ribble, at Ribchester. To the same period we
may also refer the great roads which the Romans formed on the banks of
the Mersey. These lines of road may still be distinctly traced on the
Ordnance Maps, recently formed. One line crossed the river at Warring-
ton, another at Manchester. Viewing these roads locally, the former con-

S
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nected Chester with Ribchester, the latter united the three great Roman
stations of Chester, Manchester, and York; viewing them on a larger scale,
they connected the valley of the Mersey with every part of Britain subject
to the Roman dominion, and with the whole civilized world of ancient
times. During the next fifteen hundred years these were the roads along
which the armies of the Anglo-Saxons, Danes, and Normans, and of the
kings and barons of the Plantagenet race, marched to victory or defeat ;
within a small distance of their track the most famous English battles were
fought ; along their course all the ancient towns, which were of sufficient
consequence to be made the sees of bishops, grew up, and all the internal
trade of the country was carried on, except were navigable rivers gave a
cheaper and easier means of transport and communication.

There is so much fiction in the accounts of the British king Arthur,
that it is difficult to judge whether we ought to place any credence in the
stories of the great battles said to have been fought between the Britons
under his command, and the invading Saxons in South Lancashire, a few
miles north of the Mersey. Wigan, on the Douglas, close to the great
Roman road, which crossed the Mersey at Warrington, and intersected
Lancashire from mnorth to south, is the supposed site of those battles.
There is no point at which a Saxon army pushing its conquests southward,
and a Welsh or British army defending its ancient territory, would be
more likely to come into conflict, and according to Nennius four battles did
take place there. What we know from Saxon authority of the progress of
the Saxons southward is this. Ida, the first Saxon King of Northumber- °
land, began to reign in the year 547. He built the strong castle on the
coast of the present county of N orthumberland, which was called Bebban-
burh, (and is now known as Bamboro’) Soon after we find his successors
reigning at York, which, from that time, became the capital of the kingdom
of Northumberland ; and, in the year 607, sixty years after the accession
of Ida, we find one of his descendants, Ethelfrith, King of Northumberland,
fighting a great battle with the Britonus south of the river Mersey.
According to the Saxon Chronicle, “he led his army to Chester, where he
slew an innumerable number of the Welsh.” At this time, therefore, the
ancient kingdom of the Brigantes, afterwards formed into the Roman
province of Maxima Ceesariensis, had been overrun by the Saxons. Here
their progress was checked soon after by the advance-of another Saxon
people, the Mercians. They gradually extended their dominion over
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seventeen of the present English counties, of which Cheshire was the most
northerly, and with them the Welsh seem to have formed an alliance.
One object of the alliance was to restrain and punish the Northumbrians,
who had committed a terrible massacre of priests and people at Chester.
This alliance continued for several years, although in the interval the
Northumbrians had become Christians, which the Welsh had been for
many generations, whilst the Mercians still clung to the worship of Woden
Thor, and Friah, which their ancestors had brought from the forests of
Germany and shores of the Baltic.

In the great struggle between the Northumbrians and the Mercians,
which preceded the establishment of Christianity in the central parts of
England, the chief leaders were Penda, king of Mercia, and Edwin, Oswald,
and Oswy, who were successively kings of Northumberland.

The first great battle between Penda and the Christian kings of Nor-
thumberland, took place at Heathfield-Moor, on the south-western frontier
of Yorkshire. In this battle Edwin was killed, and after the battle Penda
advanced as far as York, burning and destroying on every side. On the
approach of the Pagans, Paulinus, the first Archbishop of York, fled by
sea, taking along with him the widow of King Edwin. Paulinus was well
receivel by the King of Kent, who appointed him Bishop of Rochester,
which see he posséssed until the time of his death, seventeen years after
the death of King Edwin.

After the death of Edwin and the flight of Paulinus, the affairs of the
Christian people of Northumberland appeared to be desperate; but fortu-
nately there was a king found in Oswald, and a bishop in St.. Aidan, who
were capable of restoring the independence and sustaining the religion of
the Northumbrians. After a succession of battles, King Oswald succeeded
in driving Penda from the Kingdom of Northumberland, over which he
reigned for nine years. Being resolved, as far as in him lay, to restore the
knowledge of the Christian religion, he sent to the famous'monastery of
Tona for a religious teacher, and was most fortunate in obtaining such a
man as St. Aidan. According to the Venerable Bede, he was a truly
apostolic man, distinguished for his “love of peace and charity; his conti.
nence and humility ; his mind superior to anger and avarice, and despising
pride and vain glory; his industry in keeping and teaching the heavenly
commandments; his diligence in reading and watching; his authority be-
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coming a priest in reproving the haughty and powerful; and, at the same
time, his tenderness in comforting the afflicted, and relieving or defending
the poor.”

Oswald reigned nine years, when he was again attacked by Penda, the
relentless enemy of his race and religion. A battle took place at Maser-
felde, or Makerfield, and in this battle Oswald was slain and his army
defeated. The place where this disastrous battle took place, is proved by
a great preponderance of evidence, to have been Makerfield, in the valley

. of the Mersey, on the line of the Roman road from Chester to Ribchester,
close to the point where the dominions of Oswald and Penda joined.

Some authors have supposed that the battle in which King Oswald was
slain, was fought near Oswestry, which is said, in ancient times, to have
been called Maserfeldt. The evidence, as far as names is concerned, is not
very decisive either way ; but in favour of Lancashire Makerfield, is to be
added the fact, that the latter is within the territory of the kings of Nor-
thumberland, and precisely at the point at which it was most likely to be
attacked by an army advancing from Mercia, whilst Oswestry is far distant
from Oswald’s dominions, and many miles within the dominions of Penda,
Both Bede and the Saxon Chronicle state, that Penda died in defending
his own dominions. In addition to this it should be mentioned, that at
the time when Domesday Book was compiled, there were two carucates of
land at Newton-in-Makerfield, consecrated to King Oswald; that the

_church of Winwick bears his name, and contains an ancient inscription,
which states that that was the place of his death; and that there has been
there, from the earliest times, a holy well, bearing his name, and which
was always supposed to mark the spot where he fell.

But the death of Oswald, though a great misfortune to the Christian
cause in England, and to the independence of Northumberland, was not
fatal to either. King Oswald was succeeded by King Oswy, his brother ;
and in a great battle with him, Penda was defeated. Penda, and upwards
of thirty of his principal officers were drowned in their flight, having been
driven into the river Winweyde, the waters of which were at that time
much swollen by heavy rains. There is no stream in England which is
more liable to be suddenly flooded than the stream which joins the river
Mersey below Winweck, and there, both the resemblance of the names,
and the probability of the fact, induce me to think that Penda met with
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his death, within two or three miles of the place at which Oswald had
fallen. '

The death of Penda was followed by the triumph of Christianity amongst
the Mercians, and the establishment of the midland bishopric of Lichfield,
a bishopric which rivalled the archbishoprics of Canterbury and York in
extent and dignity, during the flourishing times of the kingdom of Mercia ;
which originally had power from the Thames to the Severn and Mersey;
and which after the overthrow of the kingdom of Northumberland, even
stretched its power as far as the river Ribble.

Until the year 867 the river Mersey was the boundary between two
kingdoms, each occupied by the Anglo-Saxon race; but about that year it
became the boundary between.the Danes and the Saxons. The first
appearance of the Scandinavian sea rovers, known in England as the Danes,
in France as the Normans, and in Ireland as the Eastmen, and who were
a mixed multitude of Danes, Norwegians, and Swedes, was in the year
A.D. 787. From that time to the year 840, they landed only in the
summer months, and only for purposes of plunder, and retired as speedily
as possible with their booty. In that year they first remained in England
during the winter, and gradually formed plans of permanent occupation,
which they ultimately carried into execution, until the whole of the king-
dom north of the Mersey and the Humber, and the whole to the east of
Watling-street, which ran along much the same line as the railway from
Chester to London, was occupied by them.

The kingdom of Northumberland being to the North of the Humber and
the Mersey, was one of the first conquests made by the Danes in England.
The army which made this conquest was commanded by Halfdane.
The invaders landed in Anglia, which included the counties of Lin-
coln and Norfolk, in the autumn of 866 ; spent the winter there; and
and in the spring of the following year marched northward to the city of
York, which was the capital of Northumberland. They found that king-
dom in the condition of a house divided against itself. The king had been
deposed by his people, and a pretender had seized the throne. They had
been engaged in a desperate civil war, but on the approach of the Danes
they agreed to act together, though not until it was too late. A great
battle was fought at York in the year 867, in which the two kings were
killed by the victorious Danes. Thus fell the Saxon kingdom of Nor-
thumberland, which the Danes soon after divided amongst themselves.
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No part of the United Kingdom bears stronger marks of their possession
than that part of the valley of the Mersey which lies in the hundred of
West Derby. Nearly all the names are Danish. This is not the case in
the Hundred of Salford. There are few names there of Danish origin,
and it is probable that the old Saxon inhabitants retired before the con-
querors, into that corner, which, as already stated, was protected by the
Yorkshire hills on the east; Pendle Hill and the Rivington Range to the
north ; the rivers Irwell and Mersey, and Carrington and other Mosses on
the south; and the immense morass, now known as Chat Moss, Risley,
and the Glazebrook Mosses on the east. Manchester was the centre of
that district, and, as we shall see, was destroyed in the Danish wars.

But the acquisition of Northumbria and Fast Anglea only aroused the
eagerness of the Danes for fresh conquests, and led to more desperate con-
flicts between the invaders and the invaded Saxons. In the course of
these struggles, which scarcely ceased during the next two hundred years,
the line of division between the Danish and the Saxon territory continually
varied. Sometimes it was on the Mersey and the Humber; then on the
Trent; then on the Severn and the Thames; and at one time it was
driven back to the Parrot, in Somersetshire, and the FExe, in Devonshire.
At that time, the whole kingdom was overrun, and everything was subdued,
except Alfred, the king. From this lowest point of desperation the Saxons
were roused by the valour and genius of the greatest of kings; the tide of
Danish invasion was driven back; and, at the close of the war with
Guthrum, the Dane, Alfred recovered all his own hereditary dominions in
the kingdom of the West Saxons, which included the whole of the country
south of the River Thames, and about half the territory of the kingdom of
Mercia. The last king of Mercia, Burhred, had fled to Rome, in the
midst of this dreadful struggle, where he remained to the time of his
death. Alfred and the Danes divided his deserted kingdom between them,
Alfred taking everything south and West of Watling-street, and the Danes
everything north and east. By the treaty with Guthrum the whole king-
dom of Northumberland, north of the Mersey and the Humber, was sur-
rendered to the Danes.

During the life of Guthrum, the boundaries fixed between the Danelagh,
or territory subject to the laws of the Danes, and that of the Saxons,
remained unchanged; but, in the year 893, an enormous host of Danes,
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commanded by Hasten, a chief of consummate military talents, landed at
the mouth of the Thames, with the determination to conquer the whole of
England, and was at once joined by the Danes of Northumberland and
East Anglia. Nothing but the valour and genius of Alfred could have
triumphed over dangers so appalling; and it was not until that great King
had vanquished the armies of Hasten and his allies, in three campaigns,
in which the seat of war was carried from the banks of the Thames to
those of the Severn, the Dee, and the Mersey, that he compelled them to

fly from the kingdom.

In the year 893 the great Danish host embarked at Boulogne in 250
ships, and came over at one passage, horses and all, to Limne mouth, in
Kent, at the east end of the great wood called Andred Wood, 120 miles
in length from east to west, and thirty miles broad, Soon after that
Hasten, with eighty ships, landed at the mouth of the Thames, and built
himself a fortress at Milton, as the other army did at Appledore.

At the beginning of the year 894, all the Northumbrian and East
Anglian Danes rose against King Alfred, although they had given oaths
and six hostages to the king. ¢ Contrary to their plighted troth, as often
as the other (the invading) armies went out with all their forces, they also
went out, either with them, or in their own part” of the country. On this
King Alfred collected the whole force of the kingdom, and took a position
between the invading and home-bred enemies. The first great battle was
with the invading host, and was fought at Farnham, in Surrey, where the
king gained a great victory ; the second was in the West of England, where
the Northumbrians had landed from a fleet of forty ships; the third was at
Banfleet, on the Thames, where Alfred, assisted by the Londoners, stormed
the camp of Hasten, and captured his wife and two sons, whom he
generously gave up to him. After this defeat the Danes marched up the
valley of the Thames, whence they crossed over into the valley of the
Severn, closely followed by a Saxon army, which overtook them at Butting-
ton-bridge, near Shrewsbury. There the Danes had constructed a strong
fortified camp, in which the Saxons shut them up, until they were greatly
distressed for want of food. After having eaten many of the horses, and
having been rendered desperate by hunger, the Danes made a furious sally,
and, though many were killed, many succeeded in cutting their way
through the Saxon lines. Those who escaped kept together, and marched
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right across the kingdom to the Danish settlements in Essex. “When
they came into Essex, to their forces and theiv ships, then the survivors
again gathered a great army, from amongst the East Angles and the Nor-
thumbrians, before winter, and committed their wives and their ships, and
their wealth to the East Angles, and went at one stretch, day and night,
until they arrived at a western city in Wirral, which is called Legaceaster,
(Chester.) Then were the forces (of King Alfred) unable to come up with
them before they were in the fortress: nevertheless, they beset the fortress
about for some two days and took all the cattle that were there without,
and slew the men whom they were able to overtake without the fortress,
and burned all the corn, and with their horses ate it every evening.” The
invaders, thus pressed and straitened, fled into North Wales, but were
unable to stay there, because they had been deprived of the cattle and the
corn which they had taken. Finding it impossible to subsist there, the
Danish army crossed over into Northumberland, that is, into Lancashire ;
“and, marching over Northumberland and East Anglia, in such wise that
the forces (of King Alfred) could not overtake them before they came to the
eastern parts of the land of Essex, to an island that is out on the sea,
which (strangely enough) is called Mersey.”

Having traced the campaigns of Alfred with Hasten up to the point when
Alfred drove the Danes out of Mercia into Northumberland,—that is, from
Cheshire into Lancashire,—it is not necessary to follow them further in
detail. In the following year several desperate battles were fought on the
banks of the Thames and the Severn, but the war did not extend to the
banks of the river Mersey. In the succeeding year, 897, the entire army
of Hasten broke up in despair, some for East Anglia, some for North-hum-
bria, and others fled across the sea to plunder on the banks of the Seine.
The Northumbrian Danes still continued to be very formidable to the
Saxons. Besides plundering the lands on the frontiers, they sailed round
the coasts in a kind of vessels called Esks, which they had built many
years before. ¢ Then King Alfred commanded long ships to be built to
oppose the esks: they were full-nigh twice as long as the others ; some had
sixty oars, and some had more; they were built swifter and slenderer,
and also higher than the others. They were shaped neither like the
Frisian nor the Danish, but so as it seemed to him they would be more
efficient.” This was the commencement of the Royal Navy of England.
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In the year 901 died Alfred, the son of Ethelwolf, six days before the
mass of All Saints He was King over the whole English nation,
¢« except,” adds the chronicler, *that part which was under the dominion
of the Danes.” The part thus excepted included, even to the end of his
reign, everything north of the Mersey and the Humber, and a number of
strong positions in Mercia and East Anglia.

The great objects of Edward the Elder, the son and successor of Alfred
and Ethelfleda, the heroic daughter of Alfred, who was marvied to Ethel-
red, the Alderman or Earl of Mercia, were to complete the conquests of
Menrcia, and to fortify the northern frontier against the Northumbrians.

In the year 911 the Northumbrians themselves began the war, for they
despised the peace which King Edward and his ¢ witan” offered them, and
overran the land of Mercia. After collecting great booty, they were over-
taken, on their march home, by the forces of the West Saxons and the
Mercians, who put them to flight, and slew many thousands of them. Two
Danish kings and five earls were slain in this battle, Amongst the Earls
slain was Agmund, the governor, from whom the hundred of Agmunderness,
now written Amounderness, was probabl); named.

From this time there was constant war between the son and daughter of
Alfred, and the Danes of Mercia and Northumberland. They armed and
fortified the chief towns of Mercia, including Hertford, Tamworth, Bridge-
north, Warwick, and Stafford. In the years 914 and 915 Ethelfleda
fortified the whole line of the river Mersey, beginning at Runcorn, where
the river is more easy passable than at any other part of the estuary;
forming another fortress at Warburton, above Warrington ; and a third, in
a position of considerable strength, at Eddesbury, in Delamere Forest.
To give greater strength to this line of defence, Edward, her brother,
fortified Thelwall, on the river Mersey, restored the walls of Chester, and
sent an army across the Mersey, to take possession of Manchester in
Northumberland, and to repair and man it. Thus the tide of war which
had flowed from Northumberland into Mercia and the West Saxon land, in
the time of Alfred, was fairly beaten back to the banks of the Mersey and
the Humber, by his son and daughter.

Edward the Elder died in the year 925, and was succeeded by his son
Athelstane, and in the following year he obtained the kingdom of Northum-
berland, and even made war against Constantine, King of Scotland. In
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the year 937 his dominions were invaded by an immense host, commanded
by Anlaf, the Danish King of Dublin, by Constantine, King of Scotland,
and by all the chiefs and earls of the western seas. A great battle took
place between this host and the army of the West Saxons and Mercians,
commanded by Athelstane, and Edward, his brother, in which the invaders
were defeated with enormous loss. One of the Saxon Chronicles, in the
account which it gives of this battle says, A. 937. This year Athelstane,
and Edmund, his brother, led a force to Brunenburh, and there fought
against Anlaf, and Christ helping, had the victory; and slew five kings
and seven earls. Sharon Turner, in his History of the Anglo-Saxons,
states that great doubt exists as to the place where the battle was fought,
but mentions Bromborough in Cheshire, on the south bank of the Mersey,
as a probable site. It is certainly much more more likely than any other
of the places which have been mentioned, namely, Bamboro’, in the pre-
sent county of Northumberland ; Bourne, in Lincolnshire; and Banbury,
in Oxfordshire. The expedition was fitted out at Dublin; was commanded
by the Danish chief of that city; and the wreck of the army fled their
after the fight, which took place on the sea shore. These circumstances
are all mentioned in the splendid poem in honour of this victory, which is
preserved in the Saxon Chronicle, and which is probably the finest speci
men of Anglo-Saxon poetry now in existence.

Such are the principal events connected with the early history of the Valley
of the Mersey, which appear to rest on probable evidence. At a subse-
quent time, but when it is impossible to say, the whole of South Lanca-
shire was separated from the great Earldom of Northumberland, and united
to the scarcely less powerful Earldom of Mercia, and, probably, at the
same time, it was united to the Bishopric of Lichfield, of which it formed
a part until the establishment of the Bishopric of Chester at the Re-
formation.
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11.—RoSCOE, AND THE INFLUENCE OF HIS WRITINGS oN THE FINE ARrts.

{ By Joseph Mayer, Esq., F.S.A., Hon. Curator.

* Stasst il lauro lieto” was the motto adopted by Roscoe on his seal, with
the emblem of the laurel; and in allusion to it, a sonnet * was addressed to
him, by one of his sons, in the year 1816.

How little did he think at that time, that in after years, his fellow-

* ¢ STASSI IL LAURO LIETO.”

“ Favour'd beyond each tree of field or grove,
Glad, and for ever green, the laurel stands ;
Not to be pluck’d but by heroic hands,

And sacred to the majesty of Jove.

No lightning flash may smite it from above,
No whirlwinds rend it from its rooted bands ;
Obedient to their master’s high commands,
They spare the chosen plant he deigns to love.

S0 'midst the tumults of this mortal state,
While thunders burst around, and storms assail,
The good man stands with mind and brow serene ;
In cloud or sunshine still inviolate,
Confiding in & trust that cannot fail—
A sacred laurel, glad and ever green.”
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townsmen would assemble on the centenaryt of his birthday, t do honour
to his name, and again repeat
“ Stassi il lauro lieto.”

The quotation could not be more appropriately applied to any one than to
William Roscoe, whose writings will remain to be read, alike with pleasure
and instruction, in after ages; and the glad and evergreen laurel will in
immortality encircle the head of our great townsman. But it is not either
with the poetical or the historical genius of Roscoe that we have now to do.
I ask indulgence for a short time, whilst I place his honoured name in another
light, which T think will add a further claim on your admiration of his
versatile genius—the influence of his writings on the Fine Arts throughout
Europe, but more especially in his native country.

+ The centenary was celebrated at Liverpool on the 8th of March, 1853, under the
auspices of a committee of delegates from the Architectural and Archacelogical Society,
the Chemists’ Association, the Historic Society, the Literary and Philosophical Society,
the Liverpool Academy, the Polytechnic Society, and the Royal Institution. The
proceedings of the day commenced with a public breakfast in the Philharmonic Hall, the
Earl of Sefton, lord lieutenant of the county, in the chair. The official address respecting the
personal character of Roscoe, was delivered by W. Rathbone, Esq., and that on his literary
character by the Rev. Dr. Hume. These were responded to by W. Caldwell Roscoe, Esq.,
grandson of the historian ; and other interesting addresses were delivered by the Mayor
of Liverpool, the Lord Bishop of Chester, the President of the Chetham society, the
Stipendiary Magistrate of Liverpool, and the Rev. Dr. Raffles.—At two o’clock, the Derby
Museum was formally opened to the public by the Mayor, accompanied by the Aldermen,
Town Councillors, and other principal inhabitants. The inangural address was delivered
by the Mayor, and responded to by the Rev. Augustus Campbell, M.A., junior rector,
on the part of the Trustees. Other interesting addresses were delivered by James A,
Picton, Esq., F.S.A,, chairman of the Library and Museum Committee of the Town
Couneil, and by the Lord Bishop of Chester.—At three o'clock, the members of the local
learned societies, the members of the Royal Institution, and other friends met in the
theatre of the Royal Institution, where an interesting address was delivered by Joseph
B. Yates, Esq., F.8.A., formerly President of the Institution and of the Literary and
Philosophical Society. The Rev. Dr. Rafiles, in moving a vote of thanks, stated some
interesting reminiscences of Roscoe.—Mr. Mayer's Egyptian Museum having been
generously thrown open to the company during the day, many paid a visit to it; others
inspected the museum and gallery of the Royal Institution; and a few called at the
Athengeum library to examine the Roscoe memorials deposited there.—In the evening,
a brilliant soiree was given by the Mayor, at which upwards of a thousand ladies and
gentlemen were present, in the magnificent suite of apartments in the Town-hall. The
proceedings embraced a short vocal and instrumental concert, and were varied by the
introduction of the following subjects of interest :—Illustrated Books, presided over by
Mr. Picton and Mr. Fernihough; Miscellaneous Zoology and Botany, Dr. Dickinson and
Mr. T. C. Archer ; Local Antiquities, Dr. Hume and Mr. Mayer; Rare Manuscripts and
Books of Art, Jos. B. Yates, Esq.; Original Letters of Roscoe, and Articles of Vertu, Mr.
Jas. Boardman ; Architectural Models and Stereoscopes, Mr. H. P. Horner and Mr.
Newlands ; Microscopes, Dr. Inman, Dr. J. B. Edwards, and Messrs. Byerley and Cauty.
—A medal was struck for the occasion, by Mr. Mayer, of Lord street; a bronze bust was
issued by Mr. Flower, of Bold street; the Poems of Roscoe were published by Mr.
Young, of Castle street; and numerous other works were privately printed for presenta-
tion. An account of the whole was published under the title of “ The Liverpool T'ribute
to Roscoe,” by Mr. Baines, of the Liverpool Times office, Castle street.—En.




144

It is well known in how poor and feeble a state the arts of painting and
sculpture were at the latter end of the eighteenth century, when convention-
alism of style prevailed in all the schools of art in Europe: the only encou-
ragement being at that period confined to the patronage of the church ;
with very few exceptions, in the orders given by crowned heads, and the
high nobility of caste. We owe much to the fascinating writings of Roscoe,
to whom it was reserved, in his lives of Lorenzo de Medicis and Leo X., to
revive the love of those ennobling arts—painting and sculpture, which
have grown in our time to a healthy strength, more especially in the
schools of our own country. They have also for ever set at rest the pedantic
assertion, that our climate was inimical to the growth of true genius.

But it was long before the life of Lorenzo issued from the almost obscure
local press of Mr. M‘Creery, at Liverpool, that we find a little band of
lovers of art, who had caught the inspiration of the gifted Roscoe, forming
themselves into a society for “the promotion and encouragement of art.”
It was in 1783, by this young society, that Liverpool was first taught that
possession of mere wealth is not the only means of happiness; but that
there is something beyond it, which must be attained before we arrive at
either greatness or true enjoyment of life—the cultivation of the intellect
and taste. We accordingly find here the honoured names of Roscoe,
Taylor, Daulby, M‘Morland, Green, Gregson, and others, associated with
the delivery of well-written, earnest essays on the arts of design, painting,
sculpture, and engraving, in a small room in John Street, to an attentive
audience, who listened to the first teachings on the beauties of art.

There was an academy for drawing established prior to 1783, as will be
geen from the following extract of a letter from Mr. Thomas Taylor, the
Secretary, dated 28th Oct., 1783, and addressed to Mr. John Leigh Phillips,
of Manchester.

T am glad you approve of our intended academy. We have not launched
forth in & pompous manner, yet the promoters of it show much zeal for its

*John Leigh Phillips, Esq., a gentleman of well known taste, was one of the intimate
friends of Roscoe, and collector of the works of Rembrandt, in amicable rivalry with
Daniel Daulby, Esq., and whose name will be ever dear to the lovers of art, for the
liberal patronage which he so kindly bestowed upon Wright, of Derby, who painted for
him the “ Dead Soldier ” (and whose memoirs he wrote) ; as well as Westall, and many
other artists, who always found in him a kind friend in the hour of need. It is through
the kindness of Mrs. Phillips, of Belle Vue, who presented me with a series of letters -
addressed to her father-in-law, Mr. John Leigh Phillips, of Manchester, that I am enabled
to fix the site of the house in which the first Exhibition was held. The accom-
panying wood-cut is & correct view of it.



HOUSE IN WHICH THE FIRST EXHIBITION WAS HELD.
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establishment, and it has met with great encouragement from the inhabitants
of Liverpool; not only such as have a taste for the art of painting, but
from many who have never shewn any disposition that way. I shall enclose
you a plan of the institution, which we have thought proper to have printed,
that the design of the institution might be rightly understood. 1 have no
doubt it will be a very useful one, and setting London aside, I don’t think
there is any place in the kingdom where better instruction may be had on
these subjects. Roscoe is to open it this day week, and I venture to say
his lecture will be a high treat. It is his favourite pursuit; and it was his
Ode on a similar institution here some years since, which established his
title to poetic fame. He has muchat heart the re-establishing of the academy;
and has endeavoured, in forming the plan, to avoid the rock on which the
former split, which was, that it was made to rest entirely on the artists.
They being transient inhabitants, the matter dropt when they left town ;
but now the artists are secondary instruments only, the principal parts are
in the hands of residents.”

Mr. Taylor again names the academy in a letter dated November 25,
1788 :— i

“I hope you intend coming to Liverpool. We wish you to see our
academy, which goes on charmingly. We meet every evening to draw for
about a couple of hours, and some excellent things have been produced.
We have now completely fitted up the room, and a very comfortable place it
is. The lectures have been very clever; Roscoe’s was one of the most
elegant compositions I ever heard. The succeeding ones have been on
anatomy, by [Dr.] Turner, and very clever indeed. Next Thursday we
have a chemical one, and, on Thursday following, Morland mounts. [11th
December, 1783, on “The Theory of Painting.”] I have attempted to
draw with them, but find it very difficult at first ; but I mean to persevere.
Wakefield [Gilbert] will draw in a masterly manner, I never saw one so
fond of it; but Morland will carry the palm away from them all, and does
in my opinion now, though it is a kind of work he is not used to.”

In a short time afterwards, when, by means of the lectures, the seeds of
desire to know more had been sown ; the society, feeling their own growing
strength, were desirous of illustrating their hitherto theoretical arguments
by actual practical observation. Mr. Roscoe started the idea of an exhibition
of works of art, which was responded to with a warmth of feeling, and carried
out with an energy of purpose, that redound to the credit of all concerned ;

and a prospectus was prepared and afterwards prefixed to the Catalogue.

As soon as this prospectus was issued and distributed, replies to it were
received from some of the first artists in the country, as well as from many
amateurs,—those lovers of art for its own sake, whose works are always
to be viewed with a lenient eye, and for whom the pen of criticism
should ever be prepared with forbearance. Tn a letter from the secretary,







