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ON several occasions, when discussing obscure questions of 
early topography or ancient nomenclature, although readily 
acknowledging the value of all facts in connexion with 
genuine etymological science, I have recommended great 
caution in the use of this powerful hut somewhat capricious 
archaeological ally. I yet retain a strong impression that 
this caution is still a necessary condition of truly scientific, 
historical, or antiquarian research. Consequently several of 
the presumed etymologies in the present paper are advanced 
with diffidence, and with a thorough conviction that some of 
them may prove to he illusive. The suggestion of a pro 
bability is, however, a very different thing from dogmatic 
assertion in such matters, a practice which cannot be too 
much condemned.

It is not very many years since the writer of the article 
LANGUAGE, in Knight's Cyclopcedia, felt it his duty, in 
introducing the subject, to use the following strong ex 
pressions :  

" That division of grammar which is called etymology, has 
" been disgraced by such puerile trifling, and has been pur- 
" sued with such utter disregard of anything like scientific 
" principles, as to create in the minds of many persons a
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" suspicion against everything presented to their notice under 
" the name of etymology. Such persons have viewed ety- 
" raology as nothing else than a dexterous play upon words, 
" and have looked upon etymologists as little else than 
"indifferent punsters. That the generality of writers upon 
" this subject scarcely deserve any better appellation will 
" hardly he denied by any one who has studied etymology 
" on true philological principles; "and, if any doubt were 
" entertained upon the point, it would only be necessnry to 
" refer to such works as Datum's Homeric Lexicon and 
" Lenep's Etymology of the Greek Language, which are full 
" of such wild conjectures and such extravagant etymologies, 
" that we cannot be surprised that a study which has produced 
" such results should have been considered ridiculous and 
" absurd."

The writer afterwards refers to the extent, and explains 
the nature of the progress which had been made during f^> 
twenty or thirty years previous to the date of his own paper 
(1839). He justly attributes this progress to the " com- 
" parison of many languages with each other; " but he 
especially insists that " nothing has perhaps contributed to 
" this movement more than the discovery of Sanscrit (for, as 
" it has been justly observed, it may be properly called a 
" discovery), which was found to bear such n striking resem- 
" blnnce both in its more important words and in its gram- 
" matical forms to the Latin and Greek, the Teutonic and 
"the Sclavonic languages, as to lead to the conclusion that 
" all must have been derived from a common source."

An able writer in the Saturday Review truly describes the 
science of comparative philology as " the great discovery of 
" modern scholarship, the discovery which, more than any 
" other, unites distant ages and countries in one tie of brother- 
" hood." Hence its great value to antiquarian students of 
every class.
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Further investigation has fully demonstrated the truth of 
the views thus expressed. Not euly is the affinity of the 
languages admitted without dispute, but the consanguiiiity 
of the peoples, and the identity of many of their popular 
traditions and superstitions have been demonstrated with 
scientific precision, by such writers as the Brothers Grimm, 
Dr. Kuhn, Dr. Koth, Max Miiller, Farrar, Dasent, and others 
who have devoted special attention to the subject.

This common ancestry is sometimes styled Indo-European; 
but the phrase being open to objection, as including more 
than the precise facts justify, the term Aryan, or Arian, is 
now generally preferred. Some writers regard the Aryans aa 
descendants of Japhet, and the Semitic tribes as the progeny 
of Shem. In the latter they include the Hebrews, the Phoe 
nicians, the Arabs, and the Ethiopians, and their languages 
are radically distinct from those of the Aryan family. The 
country about the Upper Oxus river, now mainly included in 
the dominions of the Khan of Bokhara, is generally agreed 
upon as the locality whence the various members of the 
Aryan family originally migrated, some northward and west 
ward over Europe, and others southward and eastward into 
India. The Kelts, the Teutons, the Greeks, Latins, Letts, 
and Sclaves are all European branches of this original stock. 
The Persians and the high caste Hindoos are the principal 
descendants of the southern and south-eastern migration. 
The chief elements of the British population, at the present 
time, are the Keltic, represented by the Welsh, Irish, and 
Gaelic tribes; and the Teutonic, which includes Angles 
Saxons and Jutes, and the Danish and Norse Scandinavians.

The oldest writings extant in the Sanscrit branch of the 
Aryan tongue are termed the " Vedas." These works include 
a collection of hymns chanted or sung by the earlier emi 
grants. It is believed that this collection was formed about 
fourteen hundred years before the birth of Christ. According



142

to ancient Hindoo authority these hymns are coeval with 
creation. It is asserted that Brahma breathed them from his 
own mouth, or, in other words, that he milked them out from 
fire, air, and the sun. Some traditions state that they were 
scattered abroad or lost ; and that a great sage, Vyasa, the 
arranger, collected them together about 5,000 years ago. 
Vyasa, who was assisted in his labours by many other sages, 
taught the Vedic literature or religion to four distinct pupils. 
Payla learned the Rig Veda, Vais'ampayana the Yajur Veda, 
Jaimini the Sanaa Veda, and Sumantu the Atharvan'a. The 
three first-mentioned are named collectively the sacred Trayi, 
or the Triad. These versions were afterwards much extended 
and commented upon by other sages.

The term veda is derived from the Sanscrit root vid, which 
signifies " to know." It implies the sum of all knowledge. 
By another etymology it is held to imply revealed knowledge, 
or that species of wisdom which contains within itself the evi 
dence of its own truth. Eig is from the root rich, " to laud," 
and implies that the Vedic knowledge is delivered in the form 
of hymns of praise.

Max Miiller regards the Vedas as containing the key note 
of all religion, natural as well as revealed. They exhibit a 
belief in God, a perception of the difference between good 
and evil, and a conviction that the deity loves the one and 
hates the other. The degenerate religion of the modern 
Hindoos, and especially the worship of Krishnah, is described 
by a recent writer as, (in comparison with that of the Vedas,) 
" a moral plague, the ravages of which are as appalling as 
" they are astounding."

This discovery of the Sanscrit writings, and especially of 
the Vedas, has already exercised considerable influence upon 
etymological science. Before its introduction, the main ele 
ments in such inquiries consisted in tracing backwards words 
corrupted or obscure in modern English to their original
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roots in Keltic, Teutonic, Greek, or Latin. The Sanscrit, 
however, being a written form of one of the earliest of the 
varieties of these cognate tongues, gives the etymological 
student the advantage of a flunk or rear position, by means 
of which he may sometimes decipher the meaning of a doubt 
ful term by the inverse or ascending process, and thus gain 
some knowledge of its original meaning, perhaps long since 
lost by the descendants of those who first introduced it into 
the ancient language of Great Britain.

It is by no means improbable that the idle historical legends 
related by Nennius and Geoffrey of Monmouth respecting 
the arrival of Brutus and his Trojan followers in Britain, 
after the destruction of Priam's imperial city by the allied 
Greeks, may have just so much foundation in fact as might 
be furnished by a time-honoured tradition respecting the 
eastern home from which our remote ancestors originally 
migrated. The natives of Britain, on first coming in contact 
with the early merchants and traders from the Mediterranean 
shores, would, doubtless, hear something of the Iliad and the 
^Enead, with the heroes of which they might innocently con 
found their own remote and vaguely conceived demi-deities 
or warlike human ancestry. Notwithstanding the just con 
tempt in which these legends are held by modern historians, 
there still exists a kind of instinctive faith that a very remote 
tradition, however much it may have been overlnid and dis 
figured with relatively modern inventions, lies at the base of the 
main story. Emigrants from Iberia are said to have settled in 
Greece (the Pelasgi), and in Tuscany and Spain (the Iberians). 
The late Eev. John Williams, Archdeacon of Cardigan, in 
Assays, published in 1835, strongly advocates the "Hyper- 
" borean theory " founded on a passage in Diodorus Siculus. 
This view of the case implies that the Hyperboreans migrated 
mainly by water from central Asia, not long after the days of 
Noah; that they eventually occupied Great Britain, Spain,
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and Gaul, west of the Alps ; that the Druid priests of Stone- 
henge were in sympathy and constant communication with 
those of Delphi ; that they were civilized to a large extent, 
and were intimately related in hlood to the Pelasgians of 
ancient Greece. In Laurent's Ancient Geography is the 
following passage : " In the Caucasus were found the Bruchi, 
" the modern Burtani or Britani, a free tribe, rich in silver and 
" gold." It is not improbable that the advent of emigrants of 
this tribe in England may underlie the legend of the Trojan 
Brutus and his followers. Eastern Albania, too, may have 
contributed, along with its neighbours, to the migratory hordes 
which passed to the west. The earliest name by which Britain 
was known to the Greeks and Romans is Albion. The Gaels 
of Scotland still speak of the island as Albin. In Merlin's 
famous prophecy, in Geoffrey of Monmouth's British history, 
the country is frequently named Albania. The universal 
tradition of the North German and Scandinavian tribes is 
that they came from the neighbourhood of the Caucasus to 
the north-west of Europe. An early Odin is said to have 
introduced from the East the worship of the sun. Another, 
at the head of the (Esir warriors, imported the Eunic alpha 
bet. He is styled Mid Othin. Two other chiefs of the name 
figure in their legendary history.

Dr. Leigh held the opinion that the Brigantes, and especially 
the Setantii, or the Lancashire portion of the then population, 
were a mixed race, consisting of Kelts, Phoenicians, and 
Armenians. His only reason for this conjecture appears to 
have been based on the fact that one of the chief rivers was 
named Belisama, which, he says, " in the Phoenician language 
" means the Moon or the Goddess of Heaven," and that 
Ribel, now the name of the same river, in the Armenian 
tongue signifies heaven. Mr. Thornber says " Belisama 
" means Queen of Heaven, and that the Romans paid divine 
" honours to the Ribble under the title of Minerva Belisama."
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This conjecture apparently rests on the statement of Leigh, 
and the fact that the Roman temple at Rihchester was dedi 
cated to Minerva. There appears to be, however, some error 
here respecting the sex of Bel. The Phoenician " Queen of 
" Heaven," or " Queen of the Stars," was named Astroarche 
or Astarte. She is supposed by some to be identical with 
the Greek Juno or Selene (the moon), by others she is 
regarded as the planet Venus. The Armenians were a branch 
of the Aryan family, and the Phoenicians, as I have before 
said, were of the Semitic stock.* Sanchoniathon, the ancient 
Phoenician historian, says that the Phoenicians worshipped 
the sun, as " the only lord of heaven," under the name of 
Beelsamen, which was equivalent to the Greek Zeus or the 
Latin Jupiter. Baal is formed from a root which signifies, 
and is literally equivalent to, lord or owner. A Maltese 
inscription, " Malkereth Baal Tsor," is interpreted " King 
" of the city, Lord of Tyre." In the Septuagint Baal is 
called Hercules; in the Phoenician language Arcul, light 
of all. One writer adds " Baal was Saturn; others have 
" considered Baal to be the planet Jupiter. A supreme idol 
" might easily be compared with those of other nations; 
" hence arose this variety of opinions."

Some writers regard the British or Keltic god Bel or Beil 
as not immediately the Belus or Baal of the Asiatic nations, 
but that it " designates an exalted luminous deity peculiar to 
" the Celts." This is the view of Jacob Grimm, and it is 
endorsed by W. K. Kelly, in his Indo-European Traditions 
and Folk-lore. Another writer thinks that the " general 
" character of Asiatic idolatry renders it likely that Baal 
"meant originally the true lord of the universe, and that his 
" worship degenerated into the worship of a powerful body in 
" the material world."

  Baldwin, however, in his recent work, Prehistoric Nations, contends that the 
PhcBnicians, as well as the Egyptians and others, were descended from the old 
Oushite Arabs, and were, therefore, Hamitic rather than Semitic in their origin.
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Prances Power Cobbe, in her Cities of the Past, after 
visiting the ruins of Baalbec, quotes several beautiful passages 
from Du Perron's Zend Avesta, illustrative of the purity of 
the sentiment of the earlier fire worshippers. She says :  

i| ' " In what degree this high Persian faith (still existing in 
" no ignoble type among the Parsees of India), was connected 
" with the sun worship of the gross Phoenician mythology, it 
" is hard to conjecture. Perhaps there was no relation at all, 
" and Baal (or Bel), the sun god, never received in his impure 
" fanes, the homage of a true worshipper of Ormusd, ' the 
" ' supremely wise lord, 1 of whom the Zend Avesta only tells 
" us, ' his light is hidden under all that shines.' At least the 
" faith of which Heliogabalus was hierophant had fallen as 
" low as ever the religious sentiment of human nature may 
" be debased. Yet does the ' golden star,' Zoroaster, throw a 
"mysterious halo over the fire-worship of East and West; 
" that faith which blazed out in the Bactrian plains before 
" the dawn of history, and which lights yet its memorial fires 
" each Midsummer eve in the vales of the Christian Scotland 
" and Ireland."

She might have added, at least until very recently, the hills 
and dales of Lancashire and some other parts of England.

It is not improbable that before the corruption referred to 
took place, the Keltic emigrants to this country may have 
arrived at their Western home, and so have introduced the 
worship of Baal or Bel in something like its pristine purity; 
and hence the distinction between the famous deity of Helio- 
polis and his presumed representative in Britain. A semi- 
subterranean temple, dedicated to the worship of Mithras, 
the Persian sun or Apollo, was discovered in 1822 at House- 
steads (Borcovicus), on the line of the great Eoman wall. 
Mr. Hodgson describes it in detail in a contribution to the 
Arch. *tEl., 0. S., vol. i. This worship appears to have 
belonged to the debased form referred to. It evoked edicts 
from several Eoman emperors decreeing its suppression, but
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without avail. This cruel and degrading superstition was, 
however, not introduced into the western portion of the " old 
" world," until shortly before the advent of Christ. An 
altar, dedicated to this deity, found in the cave temple at 
Housesteads, was erected A.D. 253. Other remains of the 
worship of Mithras have been found at York and Chester. 
This worship of Mithras is evidently but a corrupt descendant 
from the ancient Aryan adoration of Mithra, the god of day 
light.

From these and other reasons yet to be advanced, I am 
inclined to regard the introduction of the British god Bel or 
Beil as appertaining to a much earlier epoch in our history   
than the advent of the Phoenician merchants, who most 
probably did visit the Belisama, the Portus Setantiorum, and 
other harbours on the Lancashire and Cheshire coast, for 
trading purposes, but at a relatively much more recent period.

Mr. John Baldwin, in his Prehistoric Nations, contends 
that the " Bronze age in Western Europe was introduced by a 
" foreign people of the Cushite race, culture, and religion, 
" and that for a very long period it was controlled and directed 
" by their influence." He further adds 

" The first settlements of the Arabian Cushites in Spain 
" and Northern Africa cannot have been later than 5000 years 
" before the Christian era. ...... Probably the
" Cushite race, religion, and civilization first went to the 
" ancient Finnic people of Britain, and the Scandinavian 
" countries from Spain and Africa. The beginning of the 
" Bronze age in these countries was much older than the 
" period of Tyre. The Tyrian establishments in those western 
" countries seem to have been later than the Aryan immigra- 
" tion that created the Keltic peoples and languages ; and it 
" may be that the Tyrians introduced the ' Age of iron' not 
" long after their arrival, for it was evidently much older than 
" the time of the Eomans." 

L2
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Professor Nilsson refers the bronze instruments, &c., to 
Phoenician influence, and describes some sculpture on two 
stones on a tumulus near Kivik, which, Mr. Baldwin observes, 
" even Sir John Lubbock admits, ' may fairly be said to have 
" ' a Phoenician or Egyptian appearance.' "

Mr. Baldwin traces to Arabian Cushite colonies the very 
ancient civilization of Egypt, Chaldea, and the southern 
portion of India, as well as Phosnicia and the western nations. 
Another stone, described by Professor Nilsson, is an obelisk, 
symbolizing Baal. Referring to this monument, Mr. Baldwin 
says 

"The festival of Baal or Balder, celebrated on Midsummer 
" night in the upper part of Norway reveals the Cushite race, 
" for the midnight fire in presence of the midnight sun did 
" not originate in that latitude. This festival of Baal was 
" celebrated in the British islands until recent times. Baal 
"has given such names as Baltic, Great and Little Belt, 
" Belteburga, Baleshaugen, and the like."

He asks " What other people could have brought the 
" worship of Baal to Western Europe in prehistoric times ? 
" We see them in the stone circles in the ruins at Avebury and 
" Stonehenge, in the festival of Baal that lingered until our 
" own times ; and there is something for consideration in the 
" fact that Arabia has still the ruins of ancient structures 
" precisely like Stonehenge. It is probable that the Arabians, 
" or their representatives in Spain and North Africa, went 
" northward, and began the age of bronze more than 2,000 
" years before Gades was built."

Mr. Baldwin draws a marked distinction between the 
modern Mahomedan Semitic population of Arabia, and their 
great Cushite, Hamite, or Ethiopian predecessors. The 
former, he says, " are comparatively modern in Arabia," they 
have " appropriated the reputation of the old race," and have 
unduly occupied the chief attention of modern scholars.
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In several parts of Britain, and especially in Cumberland, 
altars have been found dedicated by Roman legionaries or 
their auxiliaries to a god named Belatucadrus. Mr. Thomas 
Wright (Celt, Roman, and Saxon, p. 293), after referring to 
a small one erected at Ellanborough by Julius Civilis, says 

" Several others dedicated to this deity have been found at 
" Netherby, Castlesteads, Burgh-on-Sands, Bankshead, and 
" other places. In some instances, as on an altar found at 
" Drumsburg, the deity is addressed by the epithet DEO 
" SANCTO BELATVCADRO. In some altars he is identified  with 
" Mars, as on one found at Plumpton Wall, dedicated DEO 
"MARTI BELATVCADRI ET NOMINIB. AUG. Several attempts 
" have been made to derive the name from Hebrew, Welsh, 
" or Irish, and it has been hastily taken for granted that this 
" god -was identical with the Phoenician Baal. Altars to 
" Belatucadrus have been found at Kirkby Thore, at Welp 
" Castle, and at Brougham in Westmoreland. The one found 
" at Brougham was dedicated by a man -named Audagus, 
" which sounds like a Teutonic name."

Since the preceding paragraphs were written, I have seen 
in the Manchester Natural History Museum, a rude altar 
dedicated to this god, which, I am informed, w'as found some 
years ago at Eibchester on the Bibble. As I had not pre 
viously seen or heard of it, it is not mentioned in my published 
History of Preston and its Environs. The inscription is 
somewhat defaced, but the DEO MARTI BELATVCADRI is very 
distinct. It appears, like the one found at Plumpton Wall, 
to have been dedicated to this god and to the gods of the 
emperor [nominib. AUG], or, as some think, to the reigning 
emperor himself. The dedicator is Julius Augustalis, the 
prefect of some military corps, the name of which I cannot 
at present satisfactorily decipher. The discovery of this altar 
proves at least that votaries of the deity dwelt in the Eibble 
valley as well as in Cumberland, &c.
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Godfrey Higgins, in his Celtic Druids, speaks of Samhan 
or Saman, as "one of the Gods, the most revered in Ireland." 
He adds " An annual solemnity was instituted to his honour, 
" which is yet celebrated on the eve of the first day of Novem- 
" ber ; which yet at this day is called the Oidhche Samhna, 
"or the night of Sahman." He further informs us that he 
was " also called Bal-Sab, or Lord of Death," and that 
" Samhna was also the sun, or rather the image of the sun," 
and adds 

" These attributes of Samhan seem at first contradictory, 
" but they are not unusual among the heathen gods. With 
" the Greeks, Dionysos, the good Demiurge, is identified with 
" Hades. In Egypt, Osiris was the Lord of Death ; with 
"the Scandinavians, Odin, the God beneficent, was at the 
" same time King of the infernal regions. This deity was 
" above all the others whom we have named, but he was 
" below the supreme being, Baal. If Samhan were the sun, 
" as we see he was, he answers to Mithra of the Persians, 
" who was the middle link between Oromasdes and Arimanes, 
" between the Creator and the Destroyer, and was called the 
" Preserver."

The Hindoo Triirmrtti or Triad, namely, Brahma, Vishn'u, 
and Siva, likewise represents the Creator, the Preserver, and 
the Destroyer.

Other altars have been found dedicated to gods that may 
probably be traced to an eastern origin. One found at Birrens, 
in Scotland, exhibits a winged deity, holding a spear in her 
right hand and a globe in her left. The dedication is to the 
goddess Brigantia. Mr. Wright says 

" It was supposed this was the deity of the Brigantes, but 
" I am not aware that this country was ever called Brigantia, 
" and it is not probable the conqueror would worship the 
*' deity of a vanquished tribe. I feel more inclined to think 
"that the name was taken from Brigantium, in Switzerland,
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" a town which occupied the site of the modern Bregentz. 
" An altar found at Chester was dedicated DEAE NYMPHAE 
" BRIO, which in this case would be ' To the Nymph Goddess 
" ' of Brigantium.' "

Another ancient city styled Brigantium, now Brianqon, 
was situated on an opposite spur of the Alps, in the country 
of the Taurini, now Piedmont. Ancient geographers speak 
of a tribe of Thracians who were styled Briges. In Laurent's 
work the river at present named the Barrow, in Ireland, is 
termed the Brigus. A people on the eastern coast of Ireland 
were called Brigantes, and the name Brigantina is still re 
tained in the province of Gallicia in Spain. Borne writers 
contend that the Gaedliels or Gaels, the Gaelic or Erse ele 
ment of our population, originally entered Ireland and the 
south-west of England from Spain. From Ireland they 
spread, northward, to the Western Isles and Highlands of 
Scotland, and westward to the Isle of Man and the north of 
England and Wales.

In one of the preserved extracts from the lost book of 
Drom Sneachta, supposed to have been written before the 
advent of St. Patrick, is what is termed the " Prime Story of 
" Irruption and Migration." From this we learn that the 
ancient Milesian inhabitants themselves had traditions re 
specting their advent from Spain, which referred to the prior 
occupation of the country by two other branches of the 
Gaelic race, viz., the Firbolgs and the Tuatlm de Dannan. 
The story says the Milesians left Scythia for Egypt, but 
returned, and afterwards migrated to Spain by way of Greece. 
After a long residence in the peninsula, they built the city of 
Bragantia about 1700 B.C.; a colony of them landed at the 
mouth of the Slaney, in Wexford, under the command of the 
eight sons of Miletias or Galamh. In two battles they de 
feated their predecessors and divided the country amongst 
themselves. The Cymri, another branch of the Keltic stock,

11
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on the contrary, entered Britain from Gaul, and were eventu 
ally, to a considerable extent, driven upon the Gaelic tribes 
in the west of England and Wales, by the pressure of their 
Teutonic successors. Professor Morley says that that portion 
of the population " in the north of England, who battled 
" against the gradual progress of expulsion," were " known 
" as Briganted, fighting thieves. Brigant is Welsh for thief 
" and highlander."

Perhaps the Aryan mythology will supply a common 
source for all these local appellations. Walter K. Kelly, 
(Curiosities of Indo-European Tradition) says, "Agni, 
" the god of fire (Latin, ignis), has for retainers the Bhrigus 
" and the Angirases. They are his priests on earth whilst 
" they dwell there in mortal form; and, after death, they are 
" his friends and companions in heaven. They nre also the 
"companions of the clouds and storms" in other words, 
personifications of clouds and storms. He afterwards speaks 
of " Bhrigu, the father of a mythological family of that 
" name." The root of the word means "fulgent burning." 
The clouds and storms of the Alpine mountains and the Lan 
cashire and Yorkshire hills would amply justify the appellation 
of the term Brigantium, or the country of the Brigantes, in 
the minds of Aryan emigrants, to both localities. The 
Bhrigus, according to Dr. Kuhn, were "brewers" of storms 
or yielders of the heavenly soma, the " drink of the gods;" 
in other words, the distillers of rain water, which rendered 
the earth fruitful. The country of the Brigantes is the term 
given by the Roman historians to that part of England which 
lies north of the Humber and the Mersey, and includes the 
lesser tribes named the Volantii and the Setantii, or Sistiintii, 
which occupied the western or Lancashire coast and perhaps 
that of Cumberland.

Another very common name on altars in the north of 
England is Vitires, Vetiris, or Veteres. Mr. Thomas Wright
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regards this as a " foreign deity," and thinks " it must have 
" belonged to a national mythology." But he adds, " as the 
" altars were dedicated apparently by people of widely different 
" countries, they give us no assistance in appropriating this 
" deity. The word has been supposed to be identical with 
" Vithris, one of the names of the northern Odin, the Woden 
" of the Germans." This name for Odin has evidently some 
relationship to the Vritra of the Hindoo Vedas.

The gods of the Vedas appear to have been all, more or 
less, personifications of what were termed " the elements." 
The sun, lightning, clouds, rain, wind, frost, &c., and their 
attendant active phenomena, contributed mainly to the con 
struction of their mythological edifice. Indra was god of the 
firmament, the earliest thunderer, the forerunner of Zeus, 
Jupiter, and Thor; Agni was the god of fire, and Soma was 
the deity who brought down to earth the celestial liquor, the 
" drink of the gods," the amrita of the Vedas, the nectar of 
the Greeks. Soma was so designated because the " soma 
" plant, which the Hindoos now identify with the Asclepias 
" acida or Sarcostemma viminale," contained a " milky juice 
" of a sweetish sub-acid flavour, which, being mixed with 
" honey and other ingredients, yielded to the enraptured 
" Aryans the first fermented liquor their race had ever known." 
All celestial or atmospheric phenomena were named from 
earthly objects. Clouds were called rocks and cows, and the 
mountain streams of the former and the milk of the latter 
were the liquid nourishers and fertilisers of the soil. The 
lightning god was believed to pierce the rock or the rain 
cloud, and so water the parched earth. Walter Kelly says, 

" The identity of the heavenly soma with the cloud water, 
" and the close connection in which fire and soma are brought 
" in various Aryan legends, prove that the drink of the gods 
" was conceived to be a product of the storm. It appears 
" also that the earthly soma was boiled or brewed before it
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" was fermented, whence it must have followed, as a matter of 
" course, that its divine counterpart should be supposed to 
" undergo the same process. Hence it is manifest that we 
" cannot claim, for any of the later ages, the credit of having 
" invented the metaphor involved in the common saying, 
" ' It's brewing a storm.' In that phrase, as in many others, 
" we only repeat the thoughts of our primeval ancestors."

Dr. Kuhn identifies the modern word brew with the brajj 
of the Rig Veda, which has reference to the roasting of barley 
for brewing purposes, and is intimately connected with the 
Bhrigus, beings who " brewed and lightened " the heavenly 
soma out of the stormy phenomena of the mountain regions. 
In the Welsh of the present day bryyu means to grow out, to 
overspread. One modern Welsh word, brieysg, means drunk, 
and another brwys, fertile, luxuriant. The double use of the 
term at the present time is, therefore, in singular harmony 
with the hypothesis of Kuhn, and adds much to its probability. 
Kelly says, " One of the synonyms of soma is madhu, 
" which means a mixed drink ; and this word is the metliu of 
" the Greeks, and the mead of our own Saxon, Norse, and 
" Celto-British ancestors."

The names of the gods underwent much change as time 
advanced, and the race was scattered. Bel became the 
luminous deity of some of the settlers in Britain; Soma be 
came a higher deity in importance than Indra or Agni, and 
absorbed their attributes. In the Zend version the drink 
soma is spelled haoma. The hymns addressed to Soma, in a 
later age, are styled Sama Vedas. Hence it may easily be 
inferred the Belisama of Ptolemy is a Latinised form of the 
British words which indicated that the Eibble water was the 
" liquor of the gods," furnished by Bel and Sama for the 
fertilization of the earth. The hoary rocky mountains of 
Pennygent, Ingleborough, and Peudle, and the storm clouds 
that contended with the lightning about their summits,
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furnish sufficiently characteristic natural phenomena to justify 
the appropriateness of the appellation. This deification of 
rivers was by no means an uncommon occurrence. Sir William 
Betham, in his Gael and Cymbri, says expressly, " the Celtse 
" were much addicted to the worship of fountains and rivers 
" as divinities. They had a deity called Divona, or the river 
" god." The Wharf, which springs not far from the source of 
the Eibble, received these honours from legionaries of Rome 
or some of their auxiliaries, who appear to have worshipped 
the stream as the water goddess Verbeia. The Roman name 
appears to be merely a Latin form of the Ancient-British 
word of which the modern name Wharf is a corruption. The 
Lune, too, appears to have had similar honours conferred 
upon it, as is evidenced by an altar found at Skerton, near 
Lancaster, inscribed " Deo Jalono." The word Lune was 
anciently written Lone, and the hundred is still named Lons- 
dale. Indeed, the personification of rivers is not yet extinct. 
We speak of " Old Father Thames" to this day.

The Ttuna Estuarium, of Ptolemy, is universally assigned 
to the Solway, the chief river entering it being called the 
Eden at the present time. As d and t are convertible, and 
the Latin i was pronounced e, as on the Continent now, Eduna 
most probably expresses to our ears the ancient sound, which 
is the exact counterpart of the modern one, the Latin ter 
minal letter not entering into the question. Do the Vedio 
and Teutonic mythologies throw any light on the derivation 
of this name ? Kelly says, 

" The cloud maidens are known in the Vedas as Apas 
" (waters), and are styled brides of the gods (Devapatnis) and 
" Ndvyah, i.e. navigators of the celestial sea. Nearly related 
" to them, but less divine, are the Apsarases, damsels whose 
"habitat is between the earth and the sun. They are the 
" houris of the Vedic paradise, destined to delight the souls 
" of heroes. Their name means either ' the formless' or ' the



156

" ' water-going,' and they appear to have been personifications 
"of the manifold but ill-defined forms of the mists; but 
" other natural phenomena may also have been represented 
" under their image."

Kelly further informs us that these inferior cloud-maidens 
possessed raiments or " shirts of swan plumage," by means of 
which they " transformed themselves into waterfowl, especially 
" swans." He adds, " The Persian peris, and the German 
" swan-maidens, changed their forms in the same way and by 
" the same means." Indeed, they are " the originals " of these 
" swnn-maidens," and are closely related to the Elves, Mahrs, 
and Valkyries of the Teutonic mythology. The same writer 
further states that " Odin's Valkyries (riders in the wild hunt) 
" had their swan-shirts, and the Norse goddess Freyja" (from 
whence our Friday) " had her falcon shirt,* which she lent to 
" Loki, when he went in quest of Thor's stolen hammer, and 
" to rescue Idunn," (elsewhere spelled Idhunn) " the goddess 
" of youth, from captivity among the frost-giants. Thiassi, 
" who kept her in custody, had an eagle-shirt, and his fellow 
" giant, Suttungr, had another, in which he pursued Odin. 
" These wild riders of the stormy sky, like their prototypes in 
" the Vedas, personify or typify ' rain senders.' " The god 
dess of youth, with her attendant swans and water-fowl, is 
not an inapt personification of the lovely Eden, in its lower 
course ; while the wild moors and crags, where the eagles 
nestled, and amongst which its many tributary streamlets 
spring, aptly enough answer to the homes of the frost giants 
who, in severe winters, held captive the congealed waters.

The names of the Severn and the Dee, and some other 
rivers or estuaries, admit of similar interpretation from similar 
sources. Eeligious revolutions have often occurred. De 
throned gods were generally degraded into demons. Thus 
Christian missionaries stigmatised the worship of the heathen

* The falcon, as well as the eagle, was a fire-bringer or lightning-bird.
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gods of the Germans and other nations, and transformed 
them into devils or spirits of evil. The derivation of Deva 
is from " div, heaven, (properly the shining) and means the 
" heavenly heing." And yet the modern Persian div, and the 
Armenian dev, imply an evil spirit. George Borrow, in his 
Wild Wales, exclaims, " How is it that the Sanscrit devila 
" stands for what is wise and virtuous, and the English devil 
" for all that is desperate and wicked ?" Simply because the 
ancient wisdom and virtue have ceased to he " orthodox."

In the Hindoo mythology it appears that revolutions took 
place at a very early period. Varuna (the Uranos of the 
Greeks) at one time enjoyed the reputation of being " lord of 
" the celestial sea, and the realm of light above it, that 
" highest heaven in which the Fathers dwelt with their King 
" Yama. After the southern branch of the Aryans had 
" entered India, Varuna was brought down from the upper 
" regions, to be thenceforth the god of the earthly sea, which 
" had then, for the first time, become known to his votaries."

May not this Varun be possibly the true root of the name 
Severn ? Etymologists are not at all agreed as to its deri 
vation. Some say it was anciently called Hafren,* and that 
this term is identical with Severn, the latter being merely a 
corruption of the former. This is the prevalent opinion. If 
such be the case, there is nothing improbable in the conjec 
ture that Hafren is a Keltic corruption of the Sanscrit Varun, 
especially as the f and v are readily " convertible." The Se 
may be a prefix, of which more anon.

Geoffrey of Monmouth, in his British History, states that 
King Locrin divorced his Queen, Guendoelena, and married a 
beautiful captive named Estrildis. On the death of the king 
the divorced queen commanded " Estrildis and her daughter

  The Severn, indeed, yet retains the name Hafren, from its source to Llanid- 
loes. Its principal upper tributary is called the Vyrn wy. May not this be the 
true Welsh root of the word ?

L
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" Sabre to be thrown into the river now called the Severn, and 
" published an edict throughout all Britain, that the river 
" should bear the damsel's name, hoping by this to perpetuate 
" her memory, and by that the infamy of her husband. So 
" that to this day the river is called in the British tongue 
" Sabren, which, by the corruption of the name is, in another 
"language, Sabrina."

Milton, speaking of Sabrina as the goddess of the river, 
styles her " the daughter of Leocrine that had the sceptre 
" from his father Brute." As the mythical, or rather non- 
historical, character of Brute and his progeny is now almost 
universally conceded, it is not impossible that the river named 
the maiden, (if she ever existed in the flesh) rather than that 
her immersion changed its designation. Sabrina or Savrina 
(for the b and the v are convertible), may, therefore, be but 
the Latinised form of the old Welsh Hafren and the Sanscrit 
Varan, with the prefix Se added thereto.

The Dee is described as the Seteia OEstuarium by Ptolemy. 
The Roman city Deva (Chester) was situated on its banks. 
The Se is generally regarded as a prefix in this case, and it 
may likewise be so in the word Severn. D and / being con 
vertible, the names of the river and city evidently spring from 
one root. The Eev. John Whitaker, the historian of Man 
chester, in interpreting the term Se-tan-tiu, says it may mean 
the " inferior or southerly country of water, and express the 
"particular position of Lancashire with respect to the Vo- 
" lantii and the sea."

The Se, in the case under consideration, may have a some 
what similar import, and imply the bringing down of Varuna 
from his throne on the heavenly to that on the earthly sea.

Since the above was written, I have seen in Capt. Speke's 
Journal of the Discovery of the Source of the Nile, the map 
of Eastern Equatorial Africa, which accompanied a paper
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published in the third volume of Asiatic Researches, in 1801. 
Speke, referring to this paper, says, " It was written by 
" Lieutenant Wilford, from the Purans of the undent Hindus. 
" . . . It is remarkable that the Hindus have christened 
" the source of the Nile Amara, which is the name of a 
" country at the north-east corner of the Victoria N'yanza.' 
I find on this map, on the west side of the inland sea, styled 
" Lake of Amara or of the Gods," a range of hills named 
" Sitanta Mu> " They are in close contiguity to the " Soma 
" Giri, or Mountains of the Moon," and seem to be a lower 
or inferior branch of that range, bordering upon the waters of 
the great lake. This appears to be a further confirmation of 
the high probability which exists, that some of the very 
ancient local nomenclature of Lancashire and the north of 
England is of Eastern origin. Ptolemy speaks not only of a 
people inhabiting the district of which Lancashire forms a 
part, as the Setantii, but of a harbour on the coast, the 
Portus Setanliorum, which I and others have fixed at the 
Wyre*

Geoffrey of Monmouth says that an invading king of the 
Huns, named Humber, was defeated by Locrin on the banks 
of that river and drowned in its flood, " on which account it 
" has since borne his name." This, of course, is merely idle 
romance.

Some writers contend that the name was originally Chum- 
her, that Northumberland means North Cumriland, of which 
the present Cumberland is a relic. It is not improbable that 
the Mersey derived its name from Mercia, or the territory 
from the boundary river. It, in conjunction with the Humber, 
divided Northumbria from Mercia during the heptarchy. The 
Mersey is still called the " Cheshire waters " by some of the 
inhabitants on the south-west of Manchester.

It is somewhat singular that no Roman writer or Itinerary 

  See History of Preston and its Environs, p. 36.
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mentions the Humber. Ptolemy speaks of a river Abus, 
which is generally identified with that stream, but this helps 
us not to the etymology of the modern name. It is not 
altogether improbable, however, that the Aryan mythology 
may throw some light upon the ancient appellation. We are 
informed by Max Miiller that, previous to the dispersion of 
the Aryan tribes, the Rhibus were called Arbhus, and that 
this latter term is identical with the Greek Orpheus. From 
this root, likewise, is derived the German Alb or Alp, plural 
Elbe or Elfen; English Elf, with its plural Elves. If the 
name of the German river Elbe (Albis) be derived from this 
source, the probability is heightened that the Abus of Ptolemy 
may have intimate relationship to the Aryan Arbhus or Ribhus. 
These mythic beings were followers, like the Bhrigus and the 
Maruts, of Agni and Indra, " personifications of fire and 
" firmament." Kelly says of the Ribhus, " Their element 
" is rather that of the sunbeams or the lightning, though they, 
" too, rule the winds and sing, like the Maruts, the loud song 
" of the storm. Their name means the ' artificers,' and not 
" even the divine workman of Olympus was more skilled 
*' than they in all kinds of handicraft. The armour and 
" weapons of the gods, the chariots of the Asvins (deities of 
" the dawn), the thunderbolt and lightning steed of Indra, 
" were their workmanship. They made their old decrepid 
" parents young and supple-jointed again. But the feat for 
" which they were most renowned is the revival of the slaugh- 
" tered cow, on which the gods had feasted. Out of the hide 
" alone these wonder-working Ribhus reproduced the perfect 
" living animal; and this they did not once, but again and again. 
" In other words, out of a small portion of the imperishable 
" cloud that had melted away in rain and seemed destroyed, 
" they reproduced its whole form and substance. Similar 
" feats were ascribed to the northern thunder god, Thor, whose 
" practice it was to kill the two buck goats that drew his car,
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" cook them for supper, and bring them to life again by 
" touching them with his hammer."

Kelly further adds that in the " gloomy season of the 
" winter solstice the Rhibus sleep for twelve days in the house 
" of t/ie sun god Savitar ; then they wake up and prepare 
" the earth to clothe itself anew with vegetation, and the
" FROZEN WATERS TO FLOW AGAIN."

The tributaries of the Humber are remarkable on account 
of their liabilities to sudden floods ; and the constant recur 
rence of these, after long periods of drought, would suggest 
to a primeval people the interference of celestial beings which 
possessed the attributes assigned to these Arbhus or Eibhus. 
Referring to the Greek form of this myth, Kelly says, 

" We see how the cruder idea of the Ribhus sweeping 
" trees and rocks in wild dance before them, by the force of 
" their stormy song, grew under the beautifying touch of the 
" Hellenic imagination into the legend of that master of the 
" lyre, whose magic tones made torrents pause and listen, 
" rocks and trees descend with delight from their mountain 
" beds, and moved even Pluto's unrelenting heart to pity."

The estuary on the opposite coast of Britain to the Severn, 
now known as the Wash, is called by Ptolemy, Metaris. May 
not this name have had, originally, some connection with 
Varuna's friend Mithra ? Kelly says, 

" When the sun was still a wheel, a store of gold, a swan 
" or a flamingo, an eagle, falcon, horse, and many other 
" things, it was also the eye of Varuna ; just as amongst the 
" Anglo-Saxons and other Germans it was held to be the eye 
" of Woden. Varuna and Mithra (the friend), the god of 
" daylight, used to sit together at morning on a golden throne, 
" and journey at even in a brazen car."

The sun, at the dawn at least, gilded the waves of the 
eastern estuary and shed its ruddier glow at evening on the 
western or Severn sea. Under any interpretation, the coinci- 

M



1612

dence of so many names and half-hidden characteristics is, to 
say the least, very remarkable.

There is nothing extravagant in this attempt to show that 
the terms thus applied conveyed both a literal, or earthly, as 
well as a figurative, or celestial, meaning. All mythology is 
fashioned out of such materials. Primitive languages are 
limited in the number of their words, and, of necessity, are 
highly figurative. The tongues of all the North American 
Indians, as well as those of the tribes of Aryan and Semitic 
origin, markedly exhibit this peculiarity. Farrar, in his 
Essay on the Origin of Language, says, 

" To call things which we have never seen before by the 
" name of that which most nearly resembles them is a practice 
" of every day life. That children at first call all men ' father' 
" and all women 'mother' is an observation as old as Aristotle. 
" The Eomans gave the name of Lucauian ox to the elephant, 
" and camelopardus to the giraffe, just as the New Zealanders 
" are stated to have called horses large dogs. The astonished 
" Gaffers gave the name of cloud to the first parasol which 
" they had seen; and similar instances might be adduced 
" almost indefinitely. They prove that it is an instinct, if it 
" be not a necessity, to borrow for the unknown the names 
" already used for things known."


