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GENTLEMEN,
On taking the Chair as President of the Society, 

at the commencement of its twenty-second session, permit 
me in the first instance to tender my thanks to the Members, 
for their kindness and confidence in placing me here. I can 

~\ assure you that it will be my pride and my pleasure, as 
1 heretofore, to contribute by every means in my power, to the 

honour and prosperity of the Society.
But, on glancing at the past, I do not think that I can 

promise much, perhaps anything, that is new. For example, 
I was one of the three Founders of the Society; was its 
Honorary Secretary for sixteen years; edited the first 
seven of its volumes; have contributed about thirty-five 
papers, large and small, to its Transactions ; and have never 
ceased to be a member of the Council since its inauguration. 
I assume that these are the services, both in fact and in manner, 
of which you have so significantly expressed your approval;  
and such being the case, it follows that by an honest and 
earnest persistence in the same course, I shall be most likely 
both to benefit the Society and to secure your approval.
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Our Society differs from every other iu this town in the 
following respects. It is the only one of public foundation, 
having been established at a Town's meeting, the Mayor in 
the Chair ; the only one which makes investigation of the 
District a prominent part of its Proceedings; the only 
one which distinguishes between Eesident and Non-resident 
members;  which by its Laws is bound to publish annually 
an account of its Transactions; which has an illustrative 
Collection of its own; and which for thirteen years was 
worked in Sections.

I think it right thus to reoal you to first principles which 
time has tested; and my own experience is that just in 
proportion as they have been adhered to has the Society 
prospered, while just in proportion as they have been 
departed from has it remained stationary or declined. At 
present, I will draw your attention specially to only two of 
them.

1. The production of an Annual Volume, of greater or less 
size according to circumstances, has been attended with the 
happiest results. Numerous other Societies have, within the 
last twenty years, imitated our example or approximated to it, 
giving us the credit due for the spirit with which we set out; 
and one or more, of old standing, have changed their cumbrous 
quartos into octavos like our own.

2. For various reasons, the plan of working in Sections 
was adopted, when the Society enlarged its objects and 
operations in 1854 ; one prominent idea being that we 
should cover the whole area of inquh'y and not a part merely ; 
and also that we should frequently seek for papers from those 
most competent to prepare them, instead of receiving from 
meeting to meeting such as came voluntarily or acciden 
tally, with less assurance of qualification in the writers or of 
care in the preparation. There were those who thought that 
we aimed at too much, and who were therefore desirous to
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remove all attempt at systematising the business; but I can 
assure them that in those Sessions when the Sectional Com 
mittees did their work faithfully, there was no appreciable 
difficulty felt in carrying out the arrangements with perfect 
success. The result of this erroneous opinion was an attempt 
to " level down," if I may be allowed to use a common 
expression, our high principles to our loose practice ; instead 
of " levelling up " our loose practice to our high principles. 
Already, I am glad to say, we have begun to effect a remedy. 
The Council for the present Session has been divided into the 
three Sections as before; and I have no doubt that before the 
Session is far advanced, the importance of the arrangement 
will be apparent to all.

Let me say a few words on the three subjects respectively, 
which constitute our division of labour; viz., Archaeology, 
Literature, and Science.

I. Natural Science, or Natural Philosophy, in a wide sense, 
treats of the Laws of Nature ; that is to say of the invariable 
facts connected with matter, organised and inorganised, 
established by the Creator. There is also the philosophy of 
mind and of morals, but to that we do not refer at present. 
The term Art, on the other hand, is associated with the opera 
tions of man upon these materials, and in accordance with 
these laws. In the one case, we study the works of God 
directly or immediately; and with some minute exceptions, 
the materials rise to us ever fresh and ever new. In the other 
case, we study His works indirectly or mediately : that is to 
say as they are executed by Man, whom He has gifted with 

V the necessary intelligence and skill.
When we speak of Archaeology, therefore, we mean the 

study of ancient objects of human production, as illustrative 
of the history of our species; whether habitations, personal 
ornaments, implements of war or industry, or any thing else.



In a totally different sense, and without regard to the dis 
tinction just made, the Geologist is spoken of as really the 
most profound Archaeologist; because he treats of periods 
many centuries anterior to the existence of man. But a more 
common expression, a few years ago, was that Archaeology 
" pieces on " to Geology ; for when the Geologist has shewn 
the various changes which have occurred in causing or modi 
fying the various strata in the outer covering of the earth, 
the Archaeologist comes in to write a more modern chapter,  
still however consisting of many important sections, shewing 
what man has done on the upper surface.

It has been proved however, that even this statement is 
only true with important modifications. Numerous works of 
man, have been found below the Drift in several places of 
France, and also in our own country: so that Archaeology 
overlaps Geology, and one chapter of it at least can be read 
before we arrive at the most recent class of changes in the 
earth's surface. Hence, so rapidly do new truths succeed 
each other in our days, that long since the formation of our 
Society, Archaeology has obtained a new position among the 
subjects of human knowledge, and has had its claims allowed 
to a place among the sisterhood of Sciences. Men of the 
stamp of Captain Grose and Mr. Oldbuck of Monkbarns 
have become antiquities themselves; and collections are 
valued not for the mere rarity of the objects which they con 
tain but for their use in illustration, or for enabling us to 
give new and improved versions of History. In 1849, when 
I laid before this Society the researches of M. de Perthes of 
Abbeville, whose writings were then received like the pro 
phecies of Cassandra, I little thought that a few years later 
they would command general belief, and attract universal 
attention. Men of great eminence, some of them the Fellows 
of the Royal and Geological Societies of London, have 
yerified his facts and gladly accepted his discoveries ; so that



human knowledge has been pushed forward in a new direc 
tion, and we have gained not only by what has been already 
secured but by what has been still further suggested.

Farther, as Man existed in every country before books, it 
is evident that the Historic records of any nation belong to 
an advanced stage of its existence. But what was the con 
dition of the earlier populations, of the families who lived 
and died almost unknown ? What was the fate of the 
hunters and fishers who from the teeming supplies of land 
and sea procured the small portion which they required ; of 
the men who were satisfied with a natural cave for a home, or 
with a " bee-hive hut," or fled for shelter to crannogues and 
lake-habitations ? There were heroes, and many of them, 
who had no bards to chaunt their praises; predecessors of 
Achilles who were not so fortunate as to be followed by a 
Homer; and tribes innumerable who flourished before Csesar 
had designed his Commentaries. The inquiry respecting 
these early peoples is deeply interesting and highly sugges 
tive ; and though it would appear at first that darkness 
impenetrable hangs around the whole subject, there has 
sprung up in connexion with it, one of the most interesting 
societies of modern times. This is the Congress of Pre 
historic Archaeology. It was cradled at Spezzia, in 1865; 
it held its first annual meeting at Neuchatel in 1866; its 
second at Paris in 1867; and its third at Norwich in 1868. 
This year, its meeting was held at Copenhagen, a locality 
which affords an unusually large number of objects suitable for 
thought and inquiry; and I understand that in 1870 it is to 
meet at Basle. By one of its regulations, it does not meet 
during any two successive years in the same country of Europe.

My acquaintance with this Society was made at Norwich, 
where its meeting was held during the same week with that 
of the British Association ; and though it was the latter body 
that I went to visit, I hope I may be excused for saying that



I was much more deeply interested by the proceedings of the 
former. It is scarcely credible how much light may be thrown, 
indeed has been thrown, upon early populations who flourished 
long before letters were known in their respective countries ; 
and in conjunction with Ethnology the most distant families 
of mankind have been shewn to be identical, e.g. the New 
Hollanders, the ancient Egyptians, and the natives of the 
plateau of central India.

II. Mere Literature contains less for the inquirer, though 
in some departments it is very rich. It also has made rapid 
progress during recent years, for while the expression " Science 
" of Archaeology " would have been laughed at half a century 
ago, and that of " Science of Language " would have been 
regarded as almost equally absurd, the investigations of 
modern times have acquired a degree of order and system, so 
that Philology has assumed a definite form, instead of con 
sisting as formerly of a series of ingenious guesses.

Of our own Literature we find some of the highest and 
lowest illustrations in our periodical publications ; but many 
of our old authors are being reprinted, " wells of English 
" undefiled," and the large number of purchasers which these 
editions secure, proves that there is a growing taste for such 
things in the public mind.

Nor is our own humble literature, the speech of the common 
people, to be despised. It carries us back sometimes a century 
and sometimes several centuries towards the Anglo-Saxon 
and Mediaeval English of former days, and enables us to 
trace the origin and relations of various sections of our 
population. Addison astonished some of his contemporaries 
by stooping (as it was thought) to write a criticism on 
Chevy Chase ; and Percy published a book of ancient popu 
lar ballads called the Reliques of Ancient English Poetry. 
What a sympathetic chord in the human heart the latter 
touched may be inferred from the fact, that for upwards of
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fifty years after the issue of those ballads their effect was 
traceable in English Poetry, and in the altered condition of 
public taste.

There are thousands who cannot appreciate such a work as 
Jamieson's Scottish Dictionary, and who question the pro 
priety of familiarising the public mind with obsolete and 
obsolescent words, which have long been regarded as vulgar. 
But the man of letters looks upon facts of this kind from a 
totally different point of view. He welcomes every illustra 
tion of popular speech, whether it be a general glossary like 
that of Nares, Halliwell, or Wright, or merely the illustration 
of a local dialect extending over a shire, a hundred, or a 
parish. The glossaries of English local dialects probably 
amount to nearly a hundred in all; and three or four 
have recently been published by the Philological Society. 
But more curious still is the fact that a Devonshire Clergy 
man has recently edited a Glossary of local Hibernic words, 
viz., those found in the Baronies of Forth and Bargy in 
Wexford ; where Strongbow's followers settled in the twelfth 
century, and " Chaucer English," greatly resembling the 
Devonshire dialect, was spoken till within the last seventy 
years.

It is interesting to see the uses to which popular literature 
can be and is daily applied. I need only notice in general 
terms the improved editions of some of our standard classic 
authors, as Chaucer, Shakspeare, the elder dramatists gene 
rally, and Milton. Even our " authorised version" of the 
Scriptures receives some of its most interesting illustrations 
from the popular speech of the Elizabethan period; and 
I was greatly interested a short time ago, in finding some 
very appropriate illustrations of this kind in the notes 
appended to the collection of Bishop Sanderson's works, edited 
by the present Bishop of Chester. 
  Literature also embalms certain obscure facts; and through
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centuries of blindness and ignorance preserves them for future 
illustration and investigation. It is thus that some of the 
statements of Herodotus, and records in the Old Testa 
ment have received curious and unexpected confirmation 
in modern times. And it was partly thus that the Eosetta 
Stone became an alphabet for extensive acquirements, and 
that the Moabite stone found near the Dead Sea is likely to 
be the key to other important information. Even in our 
own country, a knowledge of obscure characters, like the 
Kunic and Ogham inscriptions, enables us to look into the 
events of past centuries, and to re-write our history with 
numerous improvements.

III. Science exists in various departments. We may smile 
at the old divisions of nature animal, vegetable, and mineral 
 or at what were called the four elements fire, air, earth, 
and water ; but every subject must have its infant stage, and 
we can still look with some respect even upon Astrology and 
Alchemy, the forerunners respectively of Astronomy and 
Chemistry.

In modern times, however, the departments of Science are 
so numerous that they remind one of the twigs or sprays of 
a tree, uniting in minor branches which again unite in major 
ones, yet all claiming affinity with the parent stem. And as 
also only a few of the secrets of Nature have yet been dis 
covered, even the narrowest field presents boundless materials 
for investigation.

Some of these, like Astronomy, Botany, and Zoology, have 
direct reference to nature ; while others, like Mechanics and 
Navigation, have a more marked connection with practice. 
Indeed almost every Science has its corresponding Art. This 
is quite what one would expect, that when Nature gives up 
her secrets to man, he should ask her to operate in a given 
direction for his pleasure or profit.

In short, Science is to Nature what Grammar is to Language.
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It discovers the laws hy which processes take place, and applies 
those laws, or takes advantage of them, for the benefit of 
mankind. A poet has said truly of the heavenly system, and 
of the laws of the Great Creator 

" Which but to guess, a Newton made immortal;"

and we are all guessing and exploring from time to time, 
sometimes inaccurately, hut in general approximating to the 
truth. Experiment differs from observation in that it is active 
instead of passive. It asks a question, as it were, and receives 
an answer affirmative or negative as the case may be.

Our own locality furnishes materials for the investigation 
of all these three subjects. In Archaeology, for example, we 
have pre-historic objects, runic and other sculptured stones,  
canoes found in bogs and " blind lakes," cairns and barrows, 
British and Roman roads, castles and other public buildings, 
and numerous objects illustrative of the skill and manners 
of our predecessors on the soil. In local Literature, we have 
not merely county but parish histories, that of Whalley being 
particularly valuable ; and we have numerous works illustra 
ting popular traditions, superstitions, sayings, and folk-lore 
generally. The dialect of Lancashire and Cheshire is spe 
cially interesting; and several learned and curious papers have 
been written in illustration of our local geographical nomen 
clature. To these we may add popular ballads and ancient 
manuscripts. The results of Science are everywhere visible 
around us; for example practical mechanics in mining, 
chemistry in dyeing, and navigation and naval architecture in 
connexion with our principal ports. The history of the Cotton 
manufacture and of its influence upon this part of the country 
is of boundless interest, though extending over a compara 
tively narrow period ; besides, there are public works of great 
interest, such as the numerous railways, some of which were 
constructed under unusual difficulties; the drainage of lakes,
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such as Martin Mere, and the supply of water to towns. It 
is a somewhat singular but a very gratifying fact, that within 
the last few months two eminent practical engineers in our 
locality have been raised to the rank of baronets; the fact 
illustrating at the same time the position which our dis 
trict holds, and the impartiality with which intellectual abilities 
are estimated, whether the possessor be a native or a nominal 
stranger.

The British Association for the Advancement of Science, 
founded in 1831, visits the great provincial towns of the 
kingdom in succession; and during the thirty-eight years 
and upwards of its existence it has visited twenty-six locali 
ties. Of these, nineteen are in Englaud, four in Scotland, 
and three in Ireland. Its first visit to Liverpool took place 
in 1837 ; at which time Science was cultivated by a very few 
individuals, and these little known ; Literature had claimed a 
hearing, but Archseology had probably not one representative. 
In the seventeen years which elapsed till the second visit of 
the Association in 1854, there were aspirations after higher 
things, and these had received at least promise of realization. 
Several societies had been founded for the cultivation of 
specific branches of knowledge, and more than one of these 
had begun to print their Proceedings or Transactions; the 
old system of Lectures twice a week had died out, a proof 
that men were able to read for themselves; an Observatory 
on a small scale had been established ; and the Free Public 
Library and Museum, both at that time in the day of small 
things, had been opened about a year before.

A great impulse was given by this visit to intellectual 
pursuits; and though in this respect we are still far behind 
many towns of less importance in the kingdom, it is un 
questionable that within the last fifteen years we have 
progressed more than during any previous period of
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seventy or eighty. The Observatory has been enlarged, 
and removed from the smoke of the town to a home more 
suitable for it; the Free Public Library has become a 
great institution, and has found a permanent home in a 
building erected by a late townsman ; a School of Science 
is connected with it; the Derby Museum has been laid 
out, and increased by other donations, less extensive 
but similar in character; and the numerous and valuable 
literary, archaeological and ethnological collections of our 
late President, Mr. Mayor, have been generously presented to 
the town, and have found their home in the new building. 
I need say nothing of the improvements in streets and in 
architecture, which are obvious to the ordinary wayfarer ; and 
the public buildings which have been erected since 1854 will 
show that the rapidity of our progress does not apply to 
population merely.

While we hope to profit largely next year by another brief 
 visit of even one week's duration; and while we engage in 
the profitable transaction of receiving their intellectual things 
for some of our material ones, there are several practical 
lessons which our town may learn at the same time. One is, 
that order and concentration are not out of place in intel 
lectual things any more than they are in material ones. 
Several sections, apparently independent of each other, and 
to the thoughtless observer without any practical bond of 
union, pursue their inquiries in separate apartments, and 
under the authority of distinct sets of officers. Yet there is 
an undeniable, and in some instances a very distinct relation 
ship, which the eye of the more intelligent observer can 
discern. The traveller on the narrowest line of investigation 
finds that his favourite pathway ends in broader and more 
defined lines of thought; he discovers in short that instead 
of standing on an island, he is only on a peninsula of a 
great continent. He sees that his own favourite section is
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modified from time to time by a General Committee; that 
an abstract of his paper is inserted in a common volume; 
that this contains Reports on subjects allied to it and to 
many others; and that a Council in London superintends 
the general arrangements.

It is a pity that many are so slow to learn a lesson so 
obvious. I have heard it said that there are ten Learned 
Societies in Liverpool, though if the term be not employed 
in a very loose sense, he would be a clever man who could 
name them, and we shall suppose that the statement is 
approximately true, But what does it prove ? Why that 
our local intellectual resources, which are very limited, are 
frittered away in efforts unworthy of ourselves and of the town. 
In some cases, originality of thought or investigation is quite 
out of the question ; and on the other hand, papers that would 
be creditable to their authors or to the community, either 
never see the light or appear in some distant periodical. But 
the general result is duplication, subdivision, want of har 
mony, and a set of semi-pamphlet publications annually, 
instead of one goodly volume; some of which find their place, 
sooner or later, in the omnivorous waste-paper basket. There 
are four or five fragmentary Society Libraries, and one small 
collection of illustrative objects; but as these are accessible 
only to the members of the Society to which they respectively 
belong, one is forcibly reminded of Franklin's illustration 
respecting the three countries A, B, and C, which possessed 
respectively the three commodities X, Y, and Z. Nor is this 
all, or even the worst. It is humiliating to see that when 
some paltry public demonstration is contemplated, for which 
even the weakest of our local societies should be strong 
enough, there is a formal summoning of " delegates," even 
from the neighbouring Boroughs of Birkenhead and Bootle, 
as if we possessed a vast superfluity of intellectual resources,
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but were sorely straitened in pecuniary means. Such a pro 
position is not merely " inexact," as our French neighbours 
politely say : it expresses the direct converse of the fact.

In accordance with these sentiments, I advocated the union 
of the three Societies which Liverpool then contained, in 
August 1844, and the result was that two of them were united 
in October of that year. It is to this latter date that the first 
signs of intellectual vitality may be traced; and though for 
several years after, they were very faint, the printing of Proceed 
ings and occasional Papers was then commenced. Since that 
date other Societies have been founded, partly owing to the 
absence of system, by which important subjects were ignored, 
or received with a reluctant welcome, and on the contrary, 
one Society has been absorbed in this. Attempts have been 
made, especially in 1853 and 1854, to concentrate these weak 
and scattered elements ; and the members of the two principal 
societies, who would unitedly have amounted to nearly 500,  
declared again and again in favour of the principle. But, the 
Council of one of them, without formally declining to carry 
out the instructions of their constituents, simply neglected to 
do so; till an opportunity of usefulness had passed, such as 
is never likely to occur again. Indeed here is the secret of 
the difficulty. When we speak of ten Societies, it is of ten 
governing bodies, including ten sets of officers ; and men 
who have borne commissions in the humblest militia regi 
ment, are not always patriotic enough to submit to become 
privates even in the Guards.

There is another subject, to which if the British Associa 
tion succeed in drawing marked public attention, directly or 
indirectly, it will confer a benefit of the highest kind on the 
town. From the comparative absence of public works in this 
neighbourhood, except the extension of docks or the erec 
tion of ships, on plans previously known, the highest class
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of scientific men find no market for their talent. In the 
neighbouring city of Manchester, the difference in this respect 
is very marked ; Chemistry and Engineering occupy a high 
place; and intellect even of various kinds seems to be 
gregarious, for there also we find eminent cultivators of pure 
Mathematics, and of other subjects which do not find a 
market in the commercial sense.

It may be thought, however, that we try to remedy this 
defect by a noble voluntary effort on our own parts; and 
that Liverpool has founded a college worthy of the town,  
of which the Owens College, Manchester, is a twin sister, 
 with endowments adequate in amount and sufficient in 
number, to secure an able representative of every important 
subject occurring in a general, or in a specific and pro 
fessional course of education. How shall I, for very shame, 
state the simple facts of the case ? Liverpool contains no 
College, except by an abuse of the term ; it has no endowed 
Professorships either in Arts or in the Professional depart 
ments ; it has no arrangement whatever for the support 
of any teacher in the higher walks of learning; and not 
a teacher in Liverpool, even in our greatest institutions, 
holds a life appointment ! It is true that we have a 
" Queen's College" nominally for the preparation of young 
men for the University of London ;  but with no inducement 
to " Professors," except the fees of a few mechanics and other 
aspiring lads, a high class of teachers is unprocurable; and 
the "Professor" is repaid mainly by his titular distinction, 
which he uses where its actual value is not known. And 
when was this quasi " Queen's College" founded ? In 1857, 
the very year in which attendance at all such institutions was 
declared to be unnecessary ; that degrees would be granted 
as the result of examinations only, without reference to how 
or where the knowledge was obtained. The Charter was 
signed on the 27th of August, 1857; and the College was
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formally opened by Lord Brougham on the 4th of November 
following. Thus, even when we move in a right direction, 
we have the remarkable talent of arranging so as to be just a 
day too late.

Of late years, there has sprung up, in the minds of some, 
a fear of Science; which is either (1) a want of confidence 
in one set of truths, as if they were likely to be overturned 
by another, or (2) it is a mistake in reference to the subject 
altogether. I believe that both the timidity and the mistake 
exist side by side.

The fact is, that thousands cannot distinguish between such 
related ideas as the following; (1) Possibility and Proba 
bility ; (2) Slight-probability and High-probability; (3) High- 
probability and Moral-certainty; (4) Moral-certainty and 
Ascertained-fact. Hence it follows, that guesses or even sur 
mises are taken for truths; and suppositions are ranged 
among ascertained facts. This illustrates one of the errors; 
but there is at the same time a lowering process, as well as 
an elevating one. Demonstrable facts are sneered at, by 
their opponents, as mere probabilities or even possibilities; 
and the results of experience are treated as doubtful matters 
of opinion.

In like manner, we have in Science three terms -which ex 
press different degrees of acquaintance with facts.
1. Hypothesis, indicates little more than a mere guess at the 

solution of a difficulty; and the term has sometimes 
been applied even to an illustration or similitude. 
Before modern researches had brought to light certain 
new facts, we used to speak of the Nebular Hypothesis, 
which occupied this ground.

2. Theory, is that which explains a large number of facts, 
and is evidently a more or less close approximation to 
the truth; but there may be other facts which it fails
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to explain, or does so in an imperfect and unsatisfactory 
way. There are therefore various Theories, as is well 
known, in connexion with several sets of Scientific facts. 

3. Law. This term applies only to ascertained facts. If 
correct, it explains all phenomena of the same kind; 
and with sensible men it is not called in question, 
like a Theory or mere Hypothesis.

Now, as truth cannot he opposed to truth, it will generally 
be found that when such has been supposed to be the case, 
mere theory has been mistaken for laic. In other words, 
guesses more or less correct have been opposed to something 
which is most surely believed among us ; and people jump to 
the erroneous conclusion that it is Science which is so 
opposed, when it is merely their own fancies.

But this is only half the truth. There are imaginations in 
Theology as well as in Science, so that we must not suppose 
the ground of offence, or of difference, to be all on the one 
side. These show themselves in such circumstances as the 
following : 

(a) In the interpretation of Prophecy, there are imagina 
tive commentators who can take out of a passage a vast deal 
more than ever was in it; who can support any theory or even 
hypothesis, no matter how narrow its basis, or overturn any 
law no matter how generally received. At least they can do 
so to their own satisfaction.

(b) Others again are fond of expounding plain narratives,  
e.g. the facts in the life of David, in a spiritual sense; 
without any authority for doing so, real or alleged, and 
without pretending to follow any system whether false or true.

(c) Another set, like Swedenborg, spend their lives in 
search of duplicate meanings ; and interpret the simplest and 
most obvious record of facts as if it were an extract from 
Gullivers Travels or a portion of Banyan's Pilgrim's 
Progress.
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(d) Others again, are so fond of symbolism that they con 
vert even facts into figures, like Origen, who would make 
the Miraculous Draught of Fishes less a miracle than a 
practical parable.

I am afraid, too, that if our views of Paradise were carefully 
analysed, they would he found to contain at least as much of 
Milton as of Moses ; and the ideas which thousands entertain 
of disembodied spirits contain a good deal of the materialism 
of the ancient Heathen, with a flavour of the monkish legends 
of the Middle Ages. Let us therefore do justice to men of 
Science. They are certainly not the only offenders against 
truth; nor are they the sole cause of the divergence which 
exists between classes whom we would gladly see acting in 
alliance.

The practical inference is, that the interpreters of natural 
facts and the interpreters of Revelation, or the cultivators of 
Science and of Theology respectively, should regard each 
others' researches with forbearance. Each class has prejudices 
to get rid of, and truths of importance to learn. There is an 
old fable respecting a shield which was placed at cross roads, 
one side of it being of gold and the other of silver; and two 
knights who had seen but one side of it respectively, learned 
the whole truth only when each had given the other a mortal 
wound. There are many such knights in society still; some 
of whom will not, and perhaps others of whom cannot, look 
upon more than one side of a controverted question. If the 
temple of truth had all the incrustations cleared off from its 
diamond walls which human intellects, including those of 
learned divines, have added at various times, it would be 
smaller in magnitude no doubt, but it would be greatly 
improved in beauty and brilliancy of appearance.

I venture to hope that we shall all undertake the task of 
investigation in an earnest but yet in a charitable spirit; and 

c
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while our triumphs are likely to be as great or even greater, a 
more becoming spirit, and one more thoroughly in accordance 
with our innocent and useful pursuits, will in time be widely 
diffused. And if we cannot add to the mass of human 
knowledge by the discovery of new truths, we can yet dis 
charge very important functions. The agriculturist, the 
grazier, or the miner, who produces the raw material for food 
or for the operations of industry, is no doubt a very important 
person; but not less important, perhaps we might say more 
important still, is the manufacturer, the merchant, or the 
trader, all of whom adapt these productions to the wants of 
mankind, or convey the supply to the spot where it is most 
urgently required. So, in like manner, while we render due 
homage to him who throws back the veil of ignorance and 
lets in some new ray of truth on the human mind, we do not 
hesitate to tender our grateful acknowledgments to any 
instructor, whether at the known seats of learning or a 
practical man in the world, who makes one or more such 
discoveries the common property of mankind.

The path of duty which we are called upon to tread is now 
 well known to us ; it is plain but honourable and useful. 
We have already completed twenty-one journeys, and we now 
take the first step of another. We do so in circumstances 
slightly altered; as we have now a character to sustain, 
precedents which we are expected to equal or excel, and we 
have already obtained a position of more prominence than 
formerly. May our passage to the end of the Session be a 
pleasant and a profitable one; for ourselves, our fellow 
members, and all those who shall either join in our Proceed 
ings or read our Volumes.


