
A LITTORAL SURVEY OF THE PORT OF 

LIVERPOOL ;

BEING A SURVEY AND ACCOUNT OF THE ENCROACHMENTS 
AND EMBANKMENTS, WITH OTHER MEMORANDA RELATIVE 
TO THE STRAND OF THE MERSEY, COMMENCING AT HILBRE 
ISLAND, SITUATE IN THE ENTRANCE OF THE RIVER DEE, 
AND EXTENDING OVER EACH TOWNSHIP IN THE COUNTY 
OF CHESTER TO FRODSHAM AND WARRINGTON BRIDGES, 
AND THENCE OVER EACH TOWNSHIP IN THE COUNTY OF 
LANCASTER TO FORMBY POINT. BY EDWARD EYES.

With Additions and Emendations from the Original Note Books,

By Joseph Boult, F.R.I.B.A.

(BEAD DECEMBER 16iH, I860.)

The Port of Liverpool extends from the Red Stones in 
Hoylake to the foot of the Ribble Water in a direct line 
northernly, and so upon the south side of the said river 
easte.rnly, and thence all over the river Mersey to Warriugtou 
and Frodsham bridges. In Mr. Eyes's survey the only 
omission is the strand from Formby Point to Hesketh Bank. 
No authentic record of any of the boundaries of the port 
exists prior to 1 680 ; and there can be little doubt that these 
extensive limits were primarily an usurpation, which acquired 
a legal status by lapse of time, there not being any authority 
equal to resisting the encroachment; the northern and 
southern limits of the seaward boundary being the ports of 
Preston and Chester.

In 1828 the attention of the Duchy of Lancaster was
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directed to the value of the strand of the Mersey, and it was 
in contemplation to adopt legal proceedings for enforcing the 
rights of the Duchy in the strand. With this object Mr. 
Edward Eyes, (members of whose family practised in this 
town as surveyors for, I think, five generations,) was employed 
to make the survey of the strand; and in 1839, when the 
Town Council applied to Parliament for an act to secure the 
conservancy of the river, this survey was repeated. The 
results are embodied in the following report, which is taken 
from the office copy, lent to me for the purpose in 1857 by 
Mr..Eyes's son, then of Hough House, near Nantwich, now 
deceased, who was also named Edward, and had been a sur 
veyor. To the various sections of the report are appended 
extracts from the note books used on both surveys, which 
were also lent to me by Mr. Eyes, Jun. Those taken on the 
survey for the Duchy are dated 1828; and those for the 
Conservancy, 1839.

In 1855-6, when engaged on the Mersey Inquiry Com 
mittee of the British Association, I had access, through 
Admiral Beechey, to a copy of one of these surveys in the 
office of the Board of Trade. It was then in a dilapi 
dated state; but it had been a valuable document, as the 
description of each township was accompanied by a map 
shewing the several properties described in the report. I 
have not been able to learn if the Town Council or Dock 
Board possess a copy : at the date last mentioned, when the 
Council permitted me to have access to all their documents 
which would assist in the inquiry, a copy was not forthcoming. 
If included in the published Proceedings of this Society, 
the information embodied in the report will be preserved in a 
permanent and accessible form ; and on various occasions 
may prove of considerable value not only in scientific inquiry 
but also to the owners of the property referred to in this 
document. I believe the transcript was made correctly, and
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therefore give it verbatim ; apparent omissions being enclosed 
in brackets, and errors corrected in marginal notes.

The instructions from the Duchy of Lancaster were com 
municated to Mr. Eyes by Mr. L. A. Loudham, the legal 
adviser to the Duchy, in a letter dated 30th June, 1828. The 
following is an extract from a previous letter dated 4th June.

" It is not the intention of the officers of the Duchy to 
" commence proceedings respecting the strand of the river 
" within the manor of Liverpool, but it may become a question 
" whether the Corporation, as lords of the manor, have not 
" wrongfully possessed themselves of part of the bed of the 
" river, under the idea that it was strand. Our immediate 
" and principal attention is directed to the strand and bed of 
" the river within Toxteth Park, to ascertain the rights of 
" the Duchy thereto. We shall want also to know how the 
" strand of the river in all the other manors on the Lancashire 
" side is circumstanced, that we may take care no further 
" encroachments are committed thereon ; and may get the 
" best information as to the value thereof, and the rights of 
" the Duchy thereto."

The instructions are as follows : 
" The following are the points upon which you will please 

" to obtain the best information in your power.
1. " The changes in the low water mark, the nature thereof, 

" and the periods when the same took place.
2. " The same as to the high water mark.
3. " To what extent gravel, seaweed, and seasand have been 

".got between H. and L. W. M.; by whom, under 
" what circumstances, and at what period.

4. " Whether there have been any and what enclosures and 
" embankments against the sea, and enjoyment thereof, 
" and by whom.

6. " What wrecks on the strand, and by whom taken.
6. " What evidence of a manor, and whether any and what
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" courts have been held, and, particularly, if any 
" notice has been taken by such courts of encroach- 
" ments or nuisances on the strand or bed of the river.

7. " What rights of fishery, and by whom ; and if Eoyal 
" fish have been taken, and by whom.

8. Whether any and what perambulations of the manor or 
" township."

" And the best evidence or information as to traditions and 
" reputation of the rights over the strand and bed of the 
" river.

" You will be pleased also to notice all other circumstances 
" which may come to your knowledge, which may tend to 
" throw any light upon the claims of the Duchy to the strand 
" and bed of the river."

The Conservancy Act, for the better preserving the naviga 
tion of the River Mersey was not obtained until June, 1842 ; 
it provides, inter alia, for the appointment of an Acting 
Conservator who is to report to the Commissioners upon the 
state of the navigation, specifying all nuisances, impediments, 
and encroachments; and, also, that after 1st July following, 
no quay, wharf, jetty, breastwork, or embankment shall be 
constructed in the bed or on the shores of the Mersey below 
high water of a tide rising 21 feet above the Old Dock Sill, 
without two months' notice to the Acting Conservator. The 
Commissioners are, the First Lord of the Admiralty, the 
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, and the Chief Com 
missioner of Woods and Forests.

COUNTY OF CHESTER.

Hilbre Island, Parish of Rt. Oswald, Chester.

This island lies at the south-western extremity of the county 
of Chester, on the east side of the entrance into the river 
Dee, and about three-quarters of a mile from the ridge of



rocks situate in the township of Little Meols, called the 
" Eed Stones." It is held by the Trustees of the Docks at 
Liverpool, under a lease from the Very Reverend the Dean 
and Chapter of the Cathedral Church, Chester, and principally 
occupied as a station for beacons and land-marks. 

[The Coroner of Chester holds inquests on the island. 1839.]

Little Meols Township, Parish of West Kirby.

This township is situated at the north-west angle of the 
County of Chester, in the Hundred of Wirral, and it is from 
the rocks there called the " Eed Stones " that the notes and 
observations following commence.

The coast here opens to that part of the estuary or bay of 
Liverpool called Hoylake, and from its situation is subject to 
the usual effects of storm and tide-waters, to which such 
exposed localities are liable. The "Red Stones" (rocks, so 
called, which extend to a considerable distance from high 
water) serve as natural barriers and defences against the in 
cursions of the sea, and greatly protect the shores in their 
vicinity, otherwise the destruction of land would be much 
more than now appears, although it is perceptible that each 
year large quantities arc swept away. This is most apparent 
about the Royal Hotel, and this devastation seems regularly 
progressing.

* Lord John Thomas Stanley is the owner of all the land on 
the edge of the sea and Lord of the Manor, but he does not 
hold any courts, nor does he exercise any rights or authority 
upon the strand except the preventing persons cutting rock.

[The line of H. W. is progressively encroaching upon the banks, 
particularly in front of the Hoylake Hotel. The line of L. W. is about 
the usual distance. Wrecks are claimed by Mr. Glegg see note and 
his letter.f Lord Stanley allows the stone to be taken from the Red 
Stones for his own estate, but for no other purpose. 1839.]

* This should be Sir John Thomas Stanley, Ban., created Lord Stanley of 
Alder] ey.

*f The uole and letter were not with the original MS.
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The following is the state of occupancy, &c., of lands 
abutting the river, commencing at the Red Stones : 

Lord John Thomas Stanley. Land and sandhills.
Open to the beach.

The Royal Hotel. Laud and buildings attached, at present 
unoccupied.

Fences have been built at high water, and at different periods renewed 
and set back in consequence of the encroachments of the sea. [Land 
much encroached upon by the tide, but not for the last five years. 
1839.]

Private road.
Two dwelling houses and land, in the occupation of Mr. 

Hugh Williams and Mr. John Barton.
A fence built at high water mark. [These lands are held by Messrs. 

Williams and Barton under a lease for the remainder of a terra of 80 
years.]

Vacant land and sandhills.
Vacant land intended to be built upon.
A fence built at high water mark.

Public road called " King's gap."
Lord John. Thomas Stanley. Land and sandhills.
Life-boat house.
Lower Lighthouse, and land in lease to the Trustees of 

the Docks.
Boat house built upon the shore.
[The constable is appointed by the magistrates at Petty Sessions held 

at Parkgate.
Tenants compelled to plant star grass. 1839.]

Hoose Township, Extra Parochial.

This, like the preceding township, is open to the sea, and 
similarly exposed to the effect of tide waters, though perhaps 
not quite so seriously, as it is partly protected by the sand 
bank called East Hoyle. No defences have been erected, 
except a small enclosure in front of the Custom House, &c.

The rest of the shore is open to the strand.
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The tide marks do not undergo any material change. 
Mrs. Betty Swainson claims the manorial right, hut she has 
not held any court, nor does she appear to have exercised any 
authority on the strand.

Some years ago, when the late Mr. Swainson took possession 
of this property, he held one court.

[The lands in front not much, if any, affected hy tides. L. W. same 
as adjoining township. No authority exercised upon the shore, nor are 
there any embankments, &c. 1839.]

The following are the proprietors of lands abutting the 
shore: 

The Crown, or Woods and Forests, on which is erected the 
Custom House, and they have a road also to the shore.

Partly enclosed hy a wall at high water mark; the rest open to the 
beach.

Mrs. Betty Swainson. Land, dwelling-house, gardens, and 
sandhills.

[Open to the heach. 1839.]
Proprietors of lands in the township, sandhills, &o.

Great Meols Township, Parish of West Kirby.

This township, like the two preceding, is situate in that 
part of Liverpool JBay called Hoylake, and being immedi 
ately in the direction of the flood-tide and open to the sea, is 
subject to even greater devastation than they are the waters 
at all times acting and progressively encroaching upon the 
shore, sweeping away each year large portions of it. This is 
seen more particularly about the west end of the embankment, 
where, from the impetus of the principal stream and the form 
of coast, the banks there seem more susceptible of injury 
than in other places.

In the centre of the township, and not far from the shore, 
is Leasowe Lighthouse, built some years ago to replace one 
which appears, from a survey in my possession, to have stood 
in the year 1771 within the line of high water, since which

N
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date, so rapid has been the destruction of coast, that the site 
is now even beyond the line of low -water ; and fear being 
entertained that the sea might ultimately break into the lands 
adjoining, which are under the level of the ordinary spring 
tides, the Corporation of Liverpool and the landowners of 
townships near, likely to be inundated, about ten years ago 
obtained the consent of Parliament to erect and build a per 
manent and stone mound in front of this and the adjoining 
township of Wallasey to prevent such a catastrophe. Its 
completion has prevented the destruction of nearly three 
thousand acres, which would have been covered with tide 
water had such a breach been effected.

Both the lines of high and low water progress regularly in 
shore. The manorial right is claimed by Mr. Archibald 
Worthington ; but he does not hold a court, nor does he 
exercise any authority on the strand. The land abutting 
the shore being open and unenclosed, is occupied by the 
proprietors in common.

[In the township of Great Meols, west of the embankment, twenty to 
thirty yards wide gone iu ten or twelve years last past, particularly 
about the west end of the embankment.

William Bennett is appointed by Mr. Glegg to look after all wrecks, 
&c., and his jurisdiction includes Little Meols, Hoose, Great Meols, 
Wallasey, under a grant made in 1309, of all royalties. 1839. [This 
was a grant of what is now called the hundred of Caldy. J. B. 1857.]

Eeported that the sandhills are encroached upon each year five or six 
yards in width the whole front, and have been doing so for several 
years; this appears particularly the case about the west end of the 
embankment, which was erected under the sanction of Parliament to 
protect the lower lands. Marsh formerly existed on the outside of the 
embankment, which is now swept away. The land inside of the 
embankment is in common (?) to the whole township. 1839.]

Wallasey Township, Parish of Wallasey.

This township also lies open to the estuary in Liverpool 
Bay and near to the entrance into the Mersey the western
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part, adjoining to Great Meols, being equally exposed with it 
to the inroad of the sea, is protected by a continuation of the 
line of embankment before mentioned, and the remainder of 
its point (? front,) by a barrier of lofty sandhills, the base 
of which, however, being gradually undermined and giving 
way. The land is much encroached upon. No erections 
have been made upon the strand except the said embankment.

The tide ebbs to a considerable distance, but no particular 
change takes place at the line of low water.

Sir John Tobin, Knight, and Robert Vyner, Esq., jointly 
claim the manorial right, but they do not hold any court, nor 
have they exercised any authority on the strand.

John Baskervyle Glegg, Esq., by a grant from the Crown 
in 1309, (with other powers therein named,) claims jurisdiction 
over wrecked property on the shores of this township, Great 
and Little Meols and Hoose, and holds courts regularly in 
right thereof.

[The whole front of that part of the shore left for the protection of 
the inner lands much encroached upon by the tide. The 100 yards lot, 
and Sir Edward Gust's Bart.,* are all the lands to the sea. Sir Edward 
has embanked or enclosed the greater part of his front. 1839.]

The following are proprietors of hinds fronting the sea : 
Sir Edward Gust, Bart. Leasowe Castle, Gardens and 

Land, &c.
These are defended from the sea by the mound alluded to.

Sandhills.
Sandhills belonging to the proprietors of lands in the 

township, intended as a bulwark or barrier against the 
encroachment of the sea.

[See the Wallasey Inclosure Act.]

Liscard Township, Parish of Wallasey.

This township is situated at the entrance into the river 
Mersey, partly fronting it and partly to the estuary ; the

  General the Hon. Sir Edward Cast, K.C.H., is not a Boionet.
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greater length of the sea front is protected by rocky promon 
tories called the Red Noses, and about the angle or front, 
(? point,) front to the river by lofty sandhills.

The general lines of high and low water have undergone 
little change until within the last thirty years, the progressive 
encroachments on the bed of the river of the works on the 
opposite shore with other causes, tending to throw the current 
on this side, have gradually undermined the steep clay banks 
abutting the river, at the southern part of the township, and 
except where substantial walls have been erected, this wasting 
of the land has continued, though with less injurious effects 
than formerly.

The late J. Penkett, Esq., claimed to be Lord of the Manor, 
or reputed Manor, and in the division of the common lands 
this claim was admitted, and a portion allotted in right of it.

No court has ever been held by him, nor has he been paid 
for any enclosure on the strand, nor does he claim toll for 
anchorage, nor have any perambulations of the boundaries 
taken place.

[Sand and gravel taken by any one without asking permission. No 
wrecks.

The high water mark between Sea Bank and Egremont Hotel has 
gradually encroached upon the lands in consequence of the precipitancy 
of the banks, and the works on the opposite shore : low water mark has 
undergone little change. (1839.)

Mr. Penkett bought the manor from the late Mr. Hough about the 
year 1804 or 5. Certain lands in Liscard and Poulton are said to pay 
quit rents to Halton; but I cannot learn who are the parties that do. 
E. E., 1839.

The general lines of high and low water have undergone little 
change within the last thirty years. The progressive encroachment on 
the bed of the river by the works on the opposite shore, with other 
causes tending to throw the currents on this side, have gradually under 
mined the steep clay banks abutting on the river, which have fallen, 
and except where permanent walls have been erected, this wasting of 
the land has continued, though with less injurious effect than formerly.]
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The following are the names of the several proprietors :  
John Astley Marsden and John North. Land. 
William Rowson. House and gardens. 
Peter Greenall. House and lands. 
John Tomkinson. Two houses and land. 
William Eowson. Land. 
Trustees of the late James Atherton. Land. 
Reginald Hargreaves. House and land. 
The Rev. Dr. Thomas Raffles. House and land. 
The Exors. of the late Adam Dugdale. House and land. 
William Rowson. House and land. 
Ditto. Land.
William Hadfield. House and land. 
Richard Barker. House and land. 
William Rowson. House and land. 
Private road.
Trustees of the late James Atherton. Land. 
Ditto. Baths, &c. 
Enclosed about the Hue of high water. 
Trustees of the late James Atherton. Land. 
Private road.
New Brighton Building Co. Eight houses and land. 
William Rowson. Land.
Trustees of the late James Atherton. Cottages and timber 

yard.
Ditto. Land.
The Trustees of the Docks have erected a lighthouse at the line of 

low water.

William Rowson. Land.
Government have also built a fort on the strand.

Private road.
Trustees of the late James Atherton. Land.
A pier or stage of open wood framing erected for the accommodation 

of passengers landing from vessels.
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The late John Penkett. Land.
Private road.
The late John Addison. House and Land.
Kev. Eowland Egerton Warburton. House and Gardens.
Piece of land left under the "Enclosure Act" for the use 

of the township, from which several proprietors take stone or 
marl.

James Logan. House and land.
John Davies or Mr. John Kilshaw. Hotel, house and land.
An enclosure or embankment has been made in front of the Hotel, 

and the foundation of a wall to enclose a further portion of the strand 
in front of the land to the west of it was laid some years ago by Mr. 
Davies, [under the sanction and with the approbation of the officers of 
the Duchy. 1839 (?)]

Public road to Wallasey, &c.
Trustees of the Docks. Land on which is the life-boat 

house, and over which they are making a private road to the 
powder magazines.

Land left by the Commissioners for enclosing the waste 
lands for the benefit and accommodation of the proprietors of 
the property there abutting the river, the following parties 
being now entitled to it: James Leay, William Whittle, 
Peter Bennett, Ann Dean, and the Corporation of Liverpool.

The assignees of William Hartley. Land and houses.
Seven or eight years ago, Mr. Bartley erected a wall in front of his 

land, and enclosed 16 or 18 yards in width from the strand.

The late John Penkett. Land.
About twelve years ago Mr. Penkett took in about Ifi yards in width 

from the strand, part only of his frontage to the river, which he con 
ceived he had a right to do as Lord of the Manor.

John Davies, in right of his wife. Cottage and land. 
About fourteen years ago Mr. Davies took in part of the strand. 

Cottages belonging to the late John Penkett. 

Strand enclosed in front of these cottages by Mr. Penkett about thirty 
years since.
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An embankment and enclosure from the strand to communicate with 
a new road lately made by Mr. Penkett's exors.

The late John Penkett. House and gardens called " Sea 
" Bank."

In front thereof part of the strand was taken in about twenty-five 
years ago.

The late John Penkett. Land.
Within the last three years a new road to connect with the shore has 

been made, and a considerable portion of the strand enclosed to form 
the inclines.

Lands formerly belonging to John Askew, now to the 
assignees of his estate, Mr. John Lockett and another.

In front of which, and on part of the strand, he lias formed a road 
with inclines to communicate with the shore, under the sanction and 
with the consent of the Woods and Forests, [for which an annual rent 
is paid. 1839.]

The Eev. James Mainwaring, in whose land is a private 
road to the shore.

Egremont Ferry Company or William Houldsworth. Land, 
hotel premises and road.

The landing pier, a slip, and embankment, erected a few years ago 
by Mr. John Askew on the strand, enclosed with the privity and 
consent of the Woods and Forests, for which permission an animal runt 
of £10 is payable on a lease of 31 years, commencing in 183S.

Poulton-cum-Seacombe Township, Parish of Wallasey.

The lines of high and low water mark do not materially 
change; since the year 1815 or thereabouts the tides have 
made considerable inroads upon the lands about Seacornbe 
point, which being composed of precipitous clay banks are 
easily affected ; latterly the proprietors of lands, &c., in that 
vicinity have prevented further encroachments or injury, by 
the erection of efficient walls in front of their respective 
properties. The shore in Wallasey Pool remains in its natural 
state.

Kichard Smith, Esq., is Lord of the Manor, or reputed
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manor, and in acknowledgment of his right is paid for vessels 
anchoring, and for sand or gravel taken from the strand. 
Claims the shore between high and low water mark, holds 
Courts within the last two or three and twenty years, and 
received in the allotment of the waste lands in the township, 
a certain portion in right of this lordship [= 5-6ths.]

Mr. Mainwaring was originally a joint proprietor of the 
manor, hut he thought so little of its value that it is under 
stood he waived his right. [His interest l-6th.]

[Little change has taken place in the lines of high and low water 
between Egremont Hotel and Seacombe point; but the point has been 
much encroached upon and washed away within the last twenty or 
twenty-five years. The walls built to the northward of Seacombe point 
are at the line of high water. (1839.)]

Names of the proprietors of lands fronting the river : 
Egremont Ferry Company, or Wm. Houldsworth. Land.
The Rev. James Mainwaring.
No alteration or fence on the strand.

Private road.
This place is called Codling Gap.

Sir John Tohin. Houses and land.
[A permanent wall built at high water mark. 1839.]

John Wilson. Four houses and gardens.
Permanent walls built at high water mark.

Thomas Lowry. Land.
Private road.
Richard Smith, Esq. Land.
These lands are open to the Beach.

Thomas Lowry. Land.
David Cannon. Land.
Thomas Affleck. Land.
[Wall at high water mark. 1839.]

Thomas Lowry. Two houses and land.
Walls built at high water mark.

Thomas Affleck. Houses, &c.
[Ditto. 1839.]
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John Beard. Garden, &c. 
S. Hitchmough. House. 
The late Mr. Cummins. House.

A permanent wall built on the strand, at or about high water mark, 
in front of these properties.

Joseph Willey. Five houses. 
Joseph Robinson Pirn. 
John Clarke and others. Land. 
Richard Smith, Esq. Bowling green, &c. 
Thomas Parry. House. 
Richard Smith, Esq. Two houses. 
Thomas Parry. Two houses.
A permanent wall built on the strand, at or about high water mark, 

in front of these properties.

Elizabeth Evans. House. 
Joseph Evans. House.
[A permanent and substantial wall built at line of high water. E. E., 

note book. 1839.]

Richard Smith, Esq. Parry's Hotel.
A landing pier or slip, with quays erected on the strand.

Public road to Poulton, Liscard, &c.
Richard Smith, of Eastham. Six houses and courts.
Two of these houses said to be the original ferry.

Private road.
Thomas Parry. Two houses, called Red House.
Richard Smith, Esq. Garden.
Peggy Smith. House and garden.
Private road.
Richard Mercer. Two houses and gardens.
In front of these properties is an embankment and enclosure from 

the strand, averaging about 15 yards in width, made at the joint 
expense of the parties, and used as an esplanade.

William Healing. Land.
Samuel Rawlins. Four houses.
Public road, Whiting or Wheatland lane.
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John Rigby. Two houses and garden.
A few years ago the then owner of this property was about to erect 

baths on the strand, but it was objected to by Mr. Smith, and the walls 
were by him thrown down.

Richard Smith, Esq. Land.
The shore remains in its natural state.

Messrs. John Mawdsley and Smith, Smalt works. House 
and garden.

Messrs. Mawdsley and Smith are making a considerable embankment 
and enclosure in front of these premises, and also excavating a channel 
for vessels to approach their works.

These gentlemen purchased the strand from Mr. Smith, 
whose agent defined the boundaries to which they are now 
enclosing.

The Exors. of the late Mr. Quirk. Land.
Richard Smith, Esq. Land.
Mr. White. Land.
The public have a right of road in front of these properties to 

Whiting Lane and to Seacombe Hotel.

Public road leading to Poulton Road. 
Creek, called Seacombe Dale. 
Corporation of Liverpool. Copper works and land. 
Messrs. Clough and Galan. Vitriol works and land. 
Creek.
Richard Smith, Esq. Land. 
The Rev. James Mainwaring. Land. 
Proprietors of land in the Township, Waste, and landing 

place.
Richard Smith, Esq. Land and limekiln.
The lands are open to the Pool.

The Rev. James Mainwaring. Land.
Trustees of Wallasey School. Land.
The Rev. James Mainwaring. Land.
Robert Vyner, Esq. Land.
Landing quay and road.
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Eobert Vyner, Esq. Land. *
Road.
Robert Vyner, Esq. Land.
These lands are open to the Pool.
About twenty years ago Mr. Vyner erected an embankment across 

the Pool here, which was taken down about six years since, and the tide 
now flows half a mile further, that is to Warrington's Bridge.

Bidston-cum-Ford Township, Parish of Bidston.

The land in this township on the edge of Wallasey Pool 
belongs to Robert Vyner, Esq., who is also Lord of the 
Manor, and for which he holds courts. These lands have a 
mound or embankment to prevent the tidal water flowing 
beyond as formerly. They covered 3,000 acres in this and 
the adjoining township, called Wallasey Leasowe.

Some years ago Mr. Vyner erected an embankment or road 
way across the Pool, connecting his lauds in Bidston with 
Poulton-cum-Seacombe ; but in consequence of objections 
made that it interfered with the free action of the tide, it was 
taken down, and it does not appear that he has attempted the 
exercise of any other right on the strand.

Township of Birkenhead Extra Parochial.

[The Abbey lands extending over the whole. 1839.] 
The shore abutting the river being principally composed of 

rock, the lines of high and low water mark are not subject to 
any particular change; where it is otherwise, that is in 
Wallasey and Birket Pool, the encroachments and embank 
ments have caused whatever alterations may have taken place. 
The several projections upon the strand consist of the ancient 
pier or landing slip at Woodside, the only one in the township 
until about twenty years ago, when the late Mr. Hetherington 
and others erected on the rocks at Birket Pool a substantial 
landing pier for the accommodation of the public; subse 
quently upon the site where it is generally understood the
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monks plied, extensive works have been erected by the Monks 
Ferry Company ; Mr. Price has also considerably enlarged the 
landing pier at Woodside, [enclosing a considerable portion 
of strand.]

In Wallasey Pool at Bridge End a new road has lately 
been constructed by the Corporation of Liverpool, Mr. Price, 
and others, and a considerable portion of strand embanked 
in forming the same. The Corporation have also in a variety 
of places encroached upon the strand in Wallasey Pool. 
Several encroachments have been and are now making in the 
upper part of Birket Pool (outside of the public road), par 
ticularly by Mr. Hugh Williams and Birkenhead and Chester 
Railway Company.

[NOTE. When Mr. Price sells the detached lands near Birkenhead, 
he measures the Priory and Manor, comprising all the lands fronting 
the river, and up the pool to Bidston from high water tnark.~\

Francis Richard Price, Esq., is the Lord of the Manor, 

holds courts regularly, occasionally perambulates the boun 
daries, disposes of the strand between high and low water 
mark, claims anchorage for vessels lying upon the beach, [4d. 
charged for each vessel (1839), Hill, collector], restricts 
persons cutting rock on the strand (except for public roads), 
but permits sand and gravel to be taken, [claims fish.]

[It is said that the tide formerly flowed into Birket Pool upwards of 
one mile. About the year 1806 the late Mr. Chamberlain and the 
trustees of the turnpike road made the dam and road across the Pool. 
The graving dock in the lower pool was made about the year 1820, and 
the (sic) proposed wet dock was making about the year '26. The strand 
on the south side of Tranmere slip formerly in part marsh, now mud. 
Between Tranmere Ferry and the Rock House, in the space of fifty or 
sixty years, at least 5 or 6 acres washed away from the land there  
evidence of old Peter Bennett and Saml. Rogers, 1839. Wm. Francis 
recollects a green sod the now strand. Mr. White who owned the 
Rock Ferry has a special claim in the Act obtained by him to enlarge 
the landing pier. See the Act itself. (1839.) The tide now excluded 
from that part of Gillbrook passing through Mr. Pirn's land by a dam 
or embankment raised 5 or 6 feet above the highest tides. 1839.]
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Proprietors of lands in the Township of Birkenhead : 
Sir John Tobin. Land.
F. E. Price, Esq. Crane and railway.
The Corporation of Liverpool. Land on which is erected 

a hoiler yard, limekiln, patent slip and shipbuilding yard, 
all of which encroach more or less on the strand of the Pool.

Gill Brook discharges itself over this land, into which (the tide 
formerly flowed), but is now in a great measure excluded.

The Corporation of Liverpool. Land between the old 
embankment (Bridge End) and a new road and embankment 
lately constructed by Mr. Price, the Corporation, and others.

The land lately abstracted from the Pool contains, perhaps, about 
5,000 or 6,000 square yards, independently of what was taken at a 
former period by Mr. Price.

These properties front Wallasey Pool.

Public road leading from Bridge End on the shore to 
Woodside Ferry.

Corporation of Liverpool. Land.
Sir Eichard Pulston, Bart., or F. B. Price, Esq. House 

and grounds.
The public have a right of road on the strand, between the ferry and 

Bridge End, in front of these properties.

F. E. Price, Esq. Woodside landing pier, stone yard, coal 
yard, two hotels, and dwelling houses.

There was a small slip or landing place formerly here which is now 
taken away, and in lieu thereof the present quays, pier, and other 
permanent erections have been made on the strand.

The Corporation of Liverpool. Land.
A wall has been built on this land rather below the line of high 

water.

Mr. Bavenscroft. House and garden.
James McDonald. House and garden.
A permanent wall built below the line of high water in front of these 

properties.

The late Mr. Harrison. House and garden.
A small part of the strand enclosed.
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Monks Ferry Co. Hotel. Landing pier, road, and garden. 
A considerable enclosure from the strand by the proprietors of the 

ferry for piers, quays, coal yards, &c. 

F. R. Price, Esq. Land.

The late Wm. Hetherington and others. Land. 
No change on the strand opposite. 
The late Jonathan Grindrod. House and garden. 
The wall abutting the river built about the line of high water. 
The late Wm. Hetherington and others. 
Birkenhead Hotel, landing pier, dock, howling-green, &c. 
The pier, coal yard, road, &c., are part of the strand.

The following are fronting Birket or Tranmere Pool : 

The late Thomas Pegram. Two houses and gardens.
Walls built about the line of high water, or say rather below.

The late Wm. Hetherington. House and garden.
Part of the strand enclosed.
Birkenhead and Chester Eailway Co. Land.
Open to the beach.
Hugh Williams. Timber yard and workshops.
Built principally upon the strand of the pool.
Public road made on the strand.
Hugh Williams. Workshops and timber yard.
Built principally upon the strand of the pool.
Hugh Williams. Flag and stone yard.
Enclosed within the last twelve months from the pool.
Birket or Tranmere Pool.

Township of Tranmere, Parish of Bebington.

The lands adjoining the shore have been, and are now 
(except were prevented by the walls lately erected) constantly 
encroached upon by the tides at high water.

The line of low water is not subject to much deviation.
Birket Pool, the northern boundary of this township, into 

which the tide flowed about forty years ago nearly one mile, 
has since then had a dam erected at that part over which the

i
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public highway (to which considerable additions were made 
in 1820) from Woodside to Chester is carried, and the tidal 
waters are consequently excluded, except what may pass 
through a small culvert under the road.

A considerable portion of the strand, about the entrance to 
the pool, has of late years been enclosed under agreement, 
and with the consent of the late Daniel Orred, Esq.

George Orred, Esq., claims the manorial rights, but lie 
does not hold any court, nor has he exercised any authority on 
the strand except the not permitting any rock, sand, or gravel 
to be taken, and the sale above stated.

[Mr. Orred holds, under purchase from Lord Cholmondeley. Mr. Bell 
recollects stepping-stoues on the beach across the pool before the bridge 
or embankment, which was made about forty years ago. 1839.

Having no fence, high water mark progressing inland. 1839.]

Landowners' Names, Tranmere Township : 

Birket or Tranmere Pool.
Mr. Chamberlain. Shipbuilding yard.
Mr. Chamberlain. Coal yard.
Mr. Chamberlain. Shipbuilding yard.
Mr. Chamberlain. Strand lately embanked, and forming 

into land.
Mr. Chamberlain. Slip or landing pier.
These enclosed from the strand by the late Mr. Chamberlain.

Public road on the shore.
Mr. Chamberlain. Land.
The tide encroaching on this land.

Private road.
Mr. Chamberlain. Land and cottage.
Wall built in front about the late line of high water.

George Orred, Esq. Land.
Mr. French. Land.
Lately walled in. [In front of this land, now strand, was formerly 

grass sod. 1830.]
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George Orred, Esq. Land, lime kilns, &c.
Having no river fence, the tide is constantly encroaching.
Public road.
Mr. Moorcroft. Land.
The Exors. of the late Samuel Lacon. Land.
Wall lately huilt and part of the strand enclosed.
The public have a right of way upon the strand in front of these.

Township of Higher Bebington, Parish of Bebiiigton.

The land abutting the river in its whole extent is protected 
from the effects of the tidal waters by a substantial stone 
wall, built generally about the line of high water.

The low-water mark undergoes little alteration.
About the year 1805 the late Mr. White obtained an Act 

of Parliament to improve the passage across the river from 
Liverpool; and, subsequently, Mr. Morecroft, who purchased 
from Mr. White, erected at a considerable expense the landing 
slip, quays, and other works connected with the ferry, princi 
pally upon the strand, since which he has disposed of his 
interest in the same, the hotel, and the lands adjoining, to 
the Royal Rock Ferry Company.

George Orred and Thomas Morecroft, Esquires, each claim 
to be lord of the manor, but it appears Mr. Morecroft only 
has exercised authority as such on the strand. No courts 
are held.

[Mr. Orred claims under purchase from Lord Cholmondeley. About 
the year 1810 the late Mr. White, who claimed the lordship and ap 
pointed a gamekeeper in right of it, was proceeded against by an action, 
at the suit of Mr. Orred, who gained the cause : since then no further 
claim set up by him. 1839.

In Mr. White's act for establishing a ferry (June, 1805) and improv 
ing the passage from Liverpool to the Rock, in the preamble he claims 
to be Lord of the Manor, powers to erect a pier, &c., for landing passen 
gers, &c., and for all landing within 200 yards each side of the pier, 
every person Id., horse 3d., carriage 6d., bull 3d., sheep Id.

Mr. Morecroft claims the lordship under purchase from Mr. White.
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Tolls to cease if the pier is not kept in repair. This act does not give 
Mr. White powers to erect slips, &c., if he had not before enjoyed 
them. 1839.

When Mr. Morecroft sold this land to the Royal Book Ferry Company 
he conveyed the whole of his interest on the shore to them.

It appears that the late Daniel Orred, Esq., and the late Joseph 
White, Esq., each having purchased large portions of the township, 
which formerly belonged to the Cholmondeleys of Vale Royal, gave 
disputations to the manor, and I therefore suppose it be held jointly.

The Royal Rock Park Company own the baths and esplanade, which 
are erected upon the strand.

See extract of the title to Mr. Morecroft, in which the manor or 
reputed manor is conveyed to him.]

Names of the Owners of Land in Higher Behington : 
Public road to the strand.
The Royal Rock Ferry Company. Landing pier, coal 

yard, &c.
Erected on the strand under an Act of Parliament obtained by Mr. 

White in 1805.

Public road to the strand.
The Royal Rock Park Company. Esplanade, baths, plan 

tation, &c.
Partly erected upon the strand.

Richard Watson Barton. Continuation of the Esplanade.
About the line of high water.

Road to Chester, &c.
The public have right of way on the strand in front of these 

properties.

Richard Watson Barton. Land.

Lower Bebington Township, Parish of Bebington.

The shore in this township is in its natural state for nearly 
its whole front to the river.

About the ferry some trifling enclosures have been made. 
The lines of high and low water mark undergo little altera 
tion.

0
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Richard Green, Esq., claims the manorial rights, and 
courts are held, but he does not exercise any authority on the 
strand of the river.

Proprietors of Land in Lower Bebington :  
William Lake. Land, coal yard, and ancient pier or

landing place. 
New Ferry.
Public road to Chester, &c.
Exors. of the late John Fitchett. Three houses, &c. 
Ealph Pearson. House, &c.
Exors. of the late John Fitchett. Five houses, &c. 
An Esplanade erected partly in front of these properties. 
Lady Murray and Mrs. Backhouse. Land. 
Sir Thomas Stanley Massey Stanley, Bart. Land.
Richard Green, Esq. Land. 
These lands are open to the river.
Bromborough Pool.

Bromborough Township, Parish of Bromborough.

All the land on the edge of the river belongs to the Rev. 
James Mainwaring, that near the mouth of the pool and 
extending some seven or eight hundred yards south suffers 
much from the tides breaking upon and destroying it; the 
remainder of the shore being composed of rock is little affected. 
No embankment or enclosure has been made on the strand.

The tide flows up the pool beyond the mill on the old road 
from the lower Ferries to Chester, the adjoining lands are 
protected by cops or embankments, over which the tidal waters 
seldom break ; the low water mark is subject to very little 
alteration.

The Rev. James Mainwaring is the Lord of the Manor, but 
does not exercise any authority on the strand.

Courts are held [at Bebington. 1839.(?)]
[NOTE. That in the year 1833 a new road to Chester and a Bridge 

were erected over the pool, but they do not obstruct the flux or reflux 
of the tides. 1839.]
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Eastham Township, Parish of Eastham.

The whole of the land in this township fronting the river 
belongs to Sir Thomas Stanley Massey Stanley, Bart., and 
lines of high and low water are not liable to much variation, 
except that the marsh land south of the ferry is much en 
croached upon at spring tides.

The manorial rights are in Sir Thomas, who exercises 
authority on the strand and holds courts regularly.

The only embankment or enclosure is the pier at the ferry.
Sir Thomas claims the exclusive right of shore, not even 

permitting persons to pass over it in front of his property.

Township of Hooton, Parish of Eastham.

Sir Thomas Stanley Massey Stanley, Bart., is the owner of 
all the laud on the edge of the river in this township, is Lord 
of the Manor, and exercises the same authority in this as the 
adjoining township of Eastham.

There have not been any erections or enclosures on the 
strand, which remains in its natural state, nor is there any 
material alteration of the tidal marks.

[There are flshyards on the strand in this Township. 1839.]

Township of Netherpool, Parish of Eastham,

The shore in this township is in its natural state. The 
Marquis of Westminster is the owner of all the land fronting 
the river, and Lord of the Manor, for which courts are held.

There is some marsh land about the mouth of the pool 
and south of the rocks called " Pool House llocks," which is 
decreasing. The channels from this place up the river are 
subject to great fluctuations, except that one is kept open to 
the Port of Ellesmere and Stanlaw Point, partly by the waters 
of the river Gowy.

It does not appear that any authority has been exercised 
by the Lord of the Manor on the strand.

[Considerable quantities of land have been washed away. 1839.] 
02
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Whitby Township, partly in the Parish of Eastham and 
partly in that of Stoke.

In this township is situate the Port of Ellesmere, belonging 
to the Proprietors of the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Co., 
who are erecting new and are considerably enlarging their old 
works by enclosing and embanking parts of the strand.

The Marquis of Westminster is Lord of the Manor, holds 
courts, and with his sanction the above works are progressing.

At low water, the strand (except a small channel kept open 
to the canal and the waters of the river Gowy) is one con 
tinued bank of sand.

There are three small chevrons in front of this township.
The following are the names of the landowners : 
Marquis of Westminster. Land.
Chester and Ellesmere Canal Co. Canal and works.
John Grace. Land.
Marquis of Westminster. Marsh land.
John Grace. Land.

Great Stanney Township, Parish of Stoke.

The land in this township near the river lying below the 
level of ordinary spring tides, has at various times suffered 
serious and great devastations, large tracts of it and adjoining 
districts being laid under water, as well as extensive parcels 
of land being absolutely swept away and annihilated ; for its 
better protection sod cops or mounds have been erected, par 
ticularly on the river front, over which the tide (being forced 
up by strong winds) only occasionally now flows.

Some years ago a considerable quantity of marsh existed 
outside the cop at its western boundary, which is now nearly 
all destroyed.*

Sir [Henry] Edward Bunbury, Bart., claims to be Lord of 
the Manor, but does not hold any court, nor has he exercised 
any right on the strand.

« Tbe river being at neap tides, the low water mark recedes to a very con 
siderable distance.
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Stanlaie Parish, extra Parochial.

This and the township of Great Stanney, from their pecu 
liar situations, are exposed to greater devastation and injury 
from the effects of tidal waters than any other district on the 
Mersey, as the lands generally lie below the bed of the 
ordinary springs. The tides flow over them and the adjoining 
townships, at times to a greater extent, and very large tracts 
near the river have been swept away and entirely lost. Sod 
cops or mounds have been erected in various directions to 
counteract the destruction and waste, so that of late years, 
from these and other precautions, much less damage has been 
done than formerly.

The whole of the river front belongs to the Marquis of 
Westminster, who has, recently, for the protection of the 
estate, erected a stone-paved embankment its entire length.

The Marquis is also Lord of the Manor, for which courts 
are held, but no authority appears to have been exercised on 
the strand.

The river Gowy, the eastern boundary, passes round 
Stanlaw point, and thereby opens a channel towards Whitby 
Locks, otherwise the low water mark is at a considerable 
distance, the river hereabouts being dry at neap tides.

luce Township, Parish of Ince.

The trustees of the estate of the late Edmund Yates, Esq., 
are the owners of all the land on the edge of the river, and 
though this township is not so exposed to the effects of the 
tide as Great Stnnney, it has, nevertheless, been subject to 
great inroad and devastation, the waters frequently extending 
over and inundating large tracts of it and adjoining districts.

The eastern boundary is a deep creek or rivulet called 
Howpow Gutter, running a considerable distance inland. On 
the margin thereof, as well as on the edge of the Mersey, 
from the plantation westward to the river Gowy, and also on
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its banks, sod mounds or embankments have been raised to 
protect the inner lands over which, except with strong winds 
at spring tides, the waters do not pass.

The marsh between Howpow Gutter and the quay is much 
decreased in size, but on the east side of Stanlaw point 
(where it some years since existed, but was subsequently 
destroyed) is again forming.

The river here being dry at low water there are no channels, 
those caused by freshes excepted, which are consequently 
liable to great variation. Ten chevrons are erected for the 
protection of the lands abutting the river. There is also at 
this place an ancient ferry and pier.

The manorial rights are in the representatives of the late 
Mr. Yates. Courts are regularly held, at which the usual 
business is transacted, as appointing constables, water bailiffs, 
&c. They have also exercised authority on the strand in 
erecting a pier, jetties, &c.

[Ince township entirely protected by cops or embankments from the 
tide waters. 1839.]

Frodsham Township and Lordship, Parish of Frodsham.

The lands in this township and lordship, all lying below 
the level of ordinary spring tides, were formerly and are still 
subject to being overflowed, and also to great devastation and 
waste. Large portions of the marsh are constantly being 
destroyed and swept away, as well as the cops and embank 
ments which have been erected in various directions for its 
protection. The limit of high water does not vary (?) unless 
on the occasion of strong winds throwing it up against the 
cops. The low water mark is subject to great fluctuations, 
with the exception of the channel formed by Howpow Gutter, 
sometimes receding almost to the opposite coast and again 
returning near to this shore.

The Marquis of Cholmondeley is lord of the manor, for
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which courts arc held regularly. No other authority appears 
to have been exercised in the strand than the erection of 
chevrons for the protection of its banks.

[The whole of the lands in this township and lordship, on the edge 
of the rivers Mersey and Weaver, have been and are constantly subject 
to great devastation. The greater part of the lands are held by a lease 
for lives and years from the Marquis.

The marsh belonging to the Marquis has decreased in the memory 
of persons now living 60 to 70 acres per Mr. Jones, agent to the 
Marquis. 1839.

The whole of Frodshatn marshes, and as far as the gardens in the 
town, were covered with tide-water about four years ago. Mr. Ashley 
has a stone in his garden showing to where it flowed at a period about 
twenty years ago. 1839.]

The following are the names of the Proprietors of Lands, 
&c.: 

Howpow Gutter.
[A deep creek running a considerable distance inland, embanked 

from Frodsham marsh, but the tides do occasionally overflow the cops 
or mounds. 1839.]

The Marquis of Cholmondeley.
Daniel Ashley, Esq.
The Marquis of Cholmondeley.
Daniel Ashley, Esq.
The Marquis of Cholmondeley. 

. Mr. Rowson.
Thomas Ashton.
William Higson.
The Marquis of Cholmondeley.
Daniel Ashley, Esq.
The Marquis of Cholmondeley.
Land called " Old Score Hatch." Query ? Owner's Name.
Mr. Rowe.
William Dykes.
Road (Alder Lane).
Thomas Ashtou.
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William Higson.
No marsh in front of the cop here.
Thomas Milner.
Thomas Milner. *
Daniel Ashley, Esq.
The Marquis of Cholmondeley.
Daniel Ashley, Esq.
The Rev. William Whitley.
No marsh in front of the cop here.
Mr. William Hayes.
Dunce Creek.
Between this and Ince there appear to be seven chevrons.
Messrs. Wm. Pickering and Co.
All the land on the outside of the cop, from Howpow 

Gutter to this place, is used as a score or ley for cattle, and 
belongs to the Marquis of Cholmondeley.

Messrs. Wm. Pickering and Co. Salt Works.
Messrs. Wm. Pickering and Co. Cottages, gardens, &c.
The Marquis of Cholmondeley. Cottages, &c.
Messrs. Wm. Pickering and Co. Malt kiln house and 

land.
Thomas Acton.
[The Messrs. Pickering own the road and the strand of the river 

wholly in front of these properties. 1839.]
James Hugh Smith Barry, Esq., and Daniel Ashley, Esq. 

Warehouse and Stable.
Frodsham Bridge.

Button Township, Parish of Runcorn.

That portion of the land lying on the edge of the Eiver 
Weaver between the boundary of the Township of Clifton 
and Frodsham Bridge, and within the cop or embankment, 
belongs to Arthur Ingram Ashton, Esq., and consists of a 
large corn water-power mill and reservoir for its supply, 
dwelling-house, counting-house, coal yard, wharf, dock, timber
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and ship-building yards, land, &c., over which and large 
tracts in its vicinity the tide formerly flowed, but is now 
generally excluded by the mounds or cops, and its waters are 
restricted to the old course of the river, up which at springs 
it ascends several miles beyond this.

Mr. Ashton is Lord of the Manor, but he does not hold any 
court, though they were held formerly. No authority is 
exercised by him over the strand or river, which is here con 
fined within a narrow channel.

One chevron appears at the north boundary of this Town 
ship.

[These erections reservoir, flour mill, dwelling-house and out 
buildings, coal yard, wharf, dock, timber and ship-building yards,  
are upon land formerly overflowed, about sixty years ago. The river does 
not appear to make any change or deviation in its course since the last 
embankment was made about forty years ago. There is one chevron, 
but no embankment. 1839.

The meadow lands in Clifton and Button, formerly marsh, about 
Frodsham Bridge, are occasionally overflowed at spring tides and strong 
winds. This was the case four years ago, when a great quantity of 
land was under water. The chevrons in front of the marsh in Clifton 
and Sutton are so silted up as not to be easily discovered. 1839.]

Township of Clifton, Parish of Euncorn.

The entire of the land abutting to the River Weaver, which 
was formerly overflowed to a considerable extent by the waters 
of the Mersey, is now in a great measure protected by mounds 
and cops, leaving only a slip of marsh on the outside between 
it and the river, which is still subject to the effects of the tide.

No alteration appears to have taken place on the marsh, 
save that it is said to be diminishing.

Miss Orred and Mr. William Banks each claim two cow- 
gates on the marsh in right of their estates in the Township 
of Weston.

The Marquis of Cholmondeley is Lord of the Manor, and
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courts are held, but no authority appears to have been exer 
cised on the strand by him.

There are six chevrons in this township, but some are so 
covered with silt as scarcely to be perceptible.

[The whole of the lands on the edge of the river belong to the 
Marquis, Nos. 1, 3, 5, being within the line of conservancy; 2, 4 on 
the inside of the embankment, over all of which the tide formerly 
flowed, and that to a great extent, previous to making the Weaver 
Canal, and the several works by the Trustees, in improving the naviga 
tion of the Weaver. 1839.]

Weston Township, Parish of Runcorn.
In this township are the entrance basin, docks, canal, and 

other works of the Commissioners of the River Weaver 
Navigation, erected by them under the authority of Parlia 
ment, principally below the level of high water mark, partly 
on the marsh meadows, and partly on the edge of the enclosed 
lands, and extending nearly the entire length of the river 
front of the township, the whole of which they have pro 
tected from the effects of the tides by a substantial wall or 
pier.

The marsh on the outside of the canal being within the 
mouth of the Weaver, is much decreased in size, and still 
continues to be encroached upon. The line of low water is 
subject to frequent change. The lordship is claimed jointly 
by Miss Orred and Mr. William Banks, but neither have 
exercised authority, or do they hold any court.

There appear to be several chevrons in front of this town 
ship.

[The Commissioners of the River Weaver own the land from the 
Township of Clifton to the point of Messrs. Johnson's works, which ai'e 
enclosed from the river by a stone paved slope, and protected by three 
or four chevrons, part only of which appear being silted up. 1839.

There is no marsh land now on the outside of the wall from Weston 
Lock to about No. 18 on the plan, the tide flowing up to it. The 
channels about the entrance to the Weaver, in front of the canal, 
subject to great changes. 1839.]
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The following are the names of those proprietors whose 
lands formerly abutted the river :  

Ann Orred.
William Banks.
Ann Orred.
John Wright.
John and Thomas Johnson. Vitriol works.
Ann Orred.
William Banks.
William Whiteway.
Ann Orred.
Road to Weston Marsh Lane, nearly opposite the hridge on 

the canal, called Marsh Gate.
William Banks.
William Whiteway.
At the outside of the canal bank, is a tract of marsh before these 

properties, divided into twenty-nine horse and cow-gates, owned by the 
following, viz.: Miss Orred, Mr. Banks, Mr. Whiteway, and Mr. 
Wright.

[These lands were formerly marsh before the canal was made  
over which the tide flowed. 1830.

The marsh outside of the canal is much decreased in size, and 
constantly affected. 1839.]

William Banks. The railway from the stone quarries 
passes through this land.

[From about No. 15 on the plan to Weston Point the Commissioners 
of the river Weaver have built a substantial stone wall, and put out 
two or three chevrons for its protection. 1839.]

John Wright. 
Ann Orred.
William Banks. House and garden. 
William Banks. Railway to Runcorn Hill quarries. 
Commissioners of the River Weaver Navigation. House 

and garden.
Road to the hotel.
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William Banks. Hotel, garden, &c.
William Banks. House.
Road to the hotel.
Commissioners of the River Weaver Navigation. Cottage 

and shop.
Ann Orred.
William Banks. House and garden.
Road.
Joseph Wagstaff. House and garden.
Commissioners of the River Weaver Navigation. Two 

cottages and gardens.
Commissioners of the River Weaver Navigation. House 

and yard.
Commmissioners of the River Weaver Navigation. Lnnd.
In front of this the Commissioners are now forming a new Basin, 

&c., and embanking part of the strand.

Ann Orred.
Open to the strand.

All the lands before enumerated, except the last mentioned, 
belonging to Miss Orred, are excluded from the river by the 
canal belonging to the Commissioners of the River Weaver 
Navigation: consequently are not affected by the line of 
conservancy.

Runcorn Township, Parish of Runcorn.

The river front of this township is principally occupied by 
the basins, docks, quays, warehouses, ship-building yards, and 
other works of the Trustees of the late Duke of Bridgewater 
and of the Company of Proprietors of the Mersey and Irwell 
Navigation, whose piers and walls have generally been 
extended to and built at the line of low water, the steep 
bank at the edge of the river admitting such enclosures 
to be made without materially infringing upon the width 
of water way. Other persons have also enclosed in front 
of their respective properties; and it seems to have been
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considered by them that they had a right to do so, though the 
Mersey and Irwell Company have latterly disallowed their 
claim, and have in some instances given notice of their 
objections to parties encroaching upon the strand.

The river in this part being considerably narrowed and 
hemmed in, tidal waters run here with great velocity, and 
occasion considerable destruction to the marsh above, several 
acres of which, belonging to the Mersey and Irwell Navigation 
Company, have within the last few years been entirely swept 
away.

The lines of tide mark are liable to little change or alter 
ation, the channel naturally running close to the side of the 
river.

The Marquis of Cholmondeley is Lord of the Manor, and 
holds courts, but does not appear to interfere with or exercise 
any authority on the edge of the river.

[The old Gut, No. 30 in the plan, formerly called " Boat House 
Pool," was partly enclosed by the Mersey and Irwell Co., about twelve 
years ago. 1839.

The Duke's Trustees have taken the remainder, and added to it a 
ship-building yard. The town, therefore, excluded from the said creek, 
which some persons complain against.

No anchorage claimed by the Marquis.
Mr. Brundrit purchased all Mr. Cooper's lands, &c.
The public have a right of road from the road near the entrance into 

the Duke's Dock, &c., along the strand to the Township of Weston, and 
to the Point.

The high water mark in Runcorn is not subject to any alteration, 
being principally bounded by the walls of the Mersey and Irwell pro 
prietors, and of the Duke's; the line of low water is not subject to much, 
except about the Hempstones (Halton Point,) where it is subject to 
sudden and great changes.

The part marked 10 on the plan, called " No Man's land," is an 
artificial embankment, raised by the late Duke of Bridgewater, within 
which is formed a cut or canal; the canal is partly cut in the solid rock 
and partly built of masonry, the front to the river being composed of 
paved stone slope. 1839.]
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NOTE. Each proprietor on the edge of the river claims and in many 
instances has enclosed to low water mark, the Lord of the Manor not 
being consulted.

The Hues of low water undergo little change, except its progressively 
gaining upon the marsh lands of late years; the lines of high water 
the same, except where they are bounded by the quays and piers, which 
of course keep them within those parts.

The Gutway, a creek up which vessels formerly went to discharge 
their cargoes for the Township at large, sold a few years ago to the 
Duke's Trustees, and from which the public are excluded.]

The following are the names of the proprietors : 
Trustees of the late Duke of Bridgewater.
Marsh land, protected in front by slopes of stone at low water mark.

Trustees of the late Duke of Bridgewater.
Lord Francis Egerton.
Open to the beach, the lands encroached upon by the tide at high 

water.

Ann Orred.
Eoad to Runcorn.
The public have a right of a road to Weston Point, upon the strand 

opposite these properties.

Trustees of the late Duke of Bridgewater. Entrance 
docks, basins, quays, warehouses, &c.

Walls erected at low water mark in front of these.

The island claimed by the Trustees of the late Duke of 
Bridgewater and Mr. Brundrit.

[The Trustees have a canal between this and the main land, nearly 
the whole of which is taken from the strand. 1839.]

Trustees of the late Duke of Bridgewater.
The natural beach.

Dennis Brundrit. Ship-building and other yards.
He has erected a wall in front of part of these premises at low water 

mark, about two-thirds the whole front.

Marquis of Cholmondeley. Ancient ferry, road, and boat- 
house.

No slip, or other accommodation, provided for passengers, who are 
landed on the open beach.
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Proprietors of public baths. 
Erected partly ou the strand.
Public footpath between the strand and the churchyard.
Lord Francis Egerton owns the land and strand in front of 

houses now or lately belonging to Francis Rigby, the Kev. 
F. Master and William Chorley.

Open to the strand.

Mr. Dennis Brundrit, Philip Whiteway, and Foster. Timber 
and coal yards.

Open to the beach.

Public road, Queen Street.
Thomas Mellor. Timber yard and steam corn mill.
In front of the steam mill enclosed to low water mark ; remainder 

open to the strand.

Eobert Hedley and Co. Slate manufactory.
Enclosed to low water mark.
Trustees of the late Duke of Bridgewater. Stone wharf, 

shipbuilding and coal yard.
Boat-house Pool, a creek or gut, formerly the public land 

ing place.
Part enclosed by the Mersey and Irwell Co. about twelve years ago, 

the remainder claimed by the late Duke's Trustees.

Company of Proprietors of the Mersey and Irwell Naviga 
tion. Docks, basins, quays, warehouses.

Enclosed to low water.
The Company of Proprietors of Mersey and Irwell Navi 

gation. Marsh land.
This land is much encroached upon by the tide, and several acres 

have lately been washed away ; a chevron here.

Francis and Samuel Rigby.
Nathaniel Alcock Sewell.
Thomas Lyon, Thomas, Peter, and Gilbert Greenall, Esqrs.
William Wright.
Sir Richard Brooke, Bart. Land and plantation.
These lands are within the line of canal, and therefore not affected 

by the line of conservancy.
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Township of Haltun, Parish of Runcorn.

Sir Richard Brooke, Bart., is owner of all lands lying 
between the canal of the Mersey and Irwell Company and the 
river, the greater part of which the tide formerly covered at 
ordinary springs, but from which it is now excluded by a sod 
cop or mound, running eastwardly from the canal near Halton 
Point towards the river, and there joining the township of 
Norton, leaving a considerable portion of land still exposed.

That part of the marsh on the west side of Halton Point 
is much encroached upon, and several acres have been 
destroyed within the last few years. The low water mark is 
subject to continual change.

The Marquis of Cholmondeley is Lord of the Manor, and 
courts are regularly held, but it does not appear that authority 
is exercised by him on the river or strand.

One chevron in front of this township.

Norton Township, Parish of Runcorn.

The whole of the land between the river and the canal of 
the Mersey and Irwell Company belongs to Sir Richard 
Brooke, Bart.; and, lying below the level of the ordinary 
spring tides, it was formerly overflowed. Sod cops or mounds 
have at various times been raised to protect the greater portion, 
and it is only occasionally that the tidal waters now pass over 
them. The marsh (which is used as a ley for cattle) is still 
open to the river and to the effects of tides. The river be 
coming more confined here, the tidal marks undergo little 
alteration.

The manor belongs to Sir Richard Brooke, in right of which 
courts are regularly held.

Eighteen or nineteen chevrons are thrown out in front of 
this township, but some are now being taken up, and a paved 
bank forming of the materials.
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Township of Acton Grange, Parish of Runcorn.

Sir Richard Brooke, Bart, is the owner of all the land on 
the edge of the river, and though lying low and subject to be 
overflowed, is affected more by land floods than by the tidal 
waters. On the margin of the river is erected a sod mound 
or cop for the protection of the inner lands.

This township lying opposite to Sankey Brook, and the 
river at this place being wider, the channel is subject to greater 
change than the adjoining ones, otherwise the tidal marks are 
little affected. Sir Richard Brooke is Lord of the Manor and 
in right thereof holds courts.

One chevron appears near the boundary of Norton 
township.

Lower Walton Township, Parish of Runcorn.

The river abutting this township is not subject to nor does 
it undergo any change. The lands on the margin are pro 
tected by sod cops or mounds, and (except about opposite to 
Bank Quay) are not much affected by either tidal waters or 
land floods.

No manor courts are held, nor is there any acknowledged 
lord. Peter Langford Brooke, Esq., did claim a moiety of 
the manor, but the landholders generally disallowed it, and it 
does not appear either he or they who claim the remainder 
have exercised any authority.

[In consequence of this lordship being disputed, the Railway Co., 
who have to pay something to the township, hold the money in hand. 
1839.

At a twenty-feet tide the lands in this township, opposite to Bank 
Quay, are covered. 1839.]

The following are the names of the proprietors of lands on 
the edge of the river : 

Trustees of the late Duke of Bridgewater.
John Malbourne. 

p
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John Ford.
Peter Langford Brooke, Esq.
Four or five chevrons erected here.
Mrs. Grime.
John Clare.
Peter Langford Brooke, Esq.
John Malbourne.
A chevron.
Peter Langford Brooke, Esq.
A chevron.
Mrs. Grime.
Peter Langford Brooke, Esq.
John Kinder.
Peter Langford Brooke, Esq.
John Malbourne.
Peter Langford Brooke, Esq.
Occupation road.
Joseph Wagstaff.
The Company of Proprietors of the Mersey and Irwell 

Navigation. Canal and Towing Path.
The Grand Junction Railway Co. Eailway.
The Company of Proprietors of the Mersey and Irwell 

Navigation. Towing Path and Canal.

Township of Appleton, Parish of Great Budworth.

Thomas Lyon and Thomas, Peter, and Gilbert Greenall, 
Esquires, are the owners of all the property on edge of the 
river in this township, consisting principally of plantations, 
gardens, stables, yards, workshops, cottage, and public-house.

The river here being much confined in width, and the land 
being more elevated, little injury is sustained by either tidal 
waters or land floods.

Rowland Egerton Eyles Warburton, Esq., is Lord of the 
Manor and holds courts, but does not exercise any authority 
on the margin of the river.



There are three small chevrons thrown out in front of this 
township.

Township of Latchford, Parish of Grappenhall.

The river, on the edge of which this township extends, 
heing for the most part enclosed with piers and walls, is not 
subject to any change or alteration from the effects of tide.

The land floods (particularly when the tidal waters are 
forced up) do occasionally overflow the hanks to some extent, 
otherwise the waters are confined to the course of the river.

James Hugh Smith Barry, Esq., claims to be Lord of the 
Manor, hut he does not hold any court, nor does he interfere 
with parties enclosing the fronts of their respective properties, 
who, in most cases, have taken as far as low water mark.

The following are the names of persons owning properties 
on the edge of the river : 

Brook dividing townships.
Thomas Lyon, Thomas, Peter, and Gilbert Greenall, Esqs. 

Plantation.
Public road.
T. Lyon and T. P. and G. Greenall, Esqs.
Public road.
Isaac Picton. «
Public road.
Isaac Picton. House and land.
"William Byrom.
William Perrin. House, &c.
James Crosfield. House, &c.
Public road.
William Mallet. House.
Peter Weedall. House.
Thomas Picton. House.
Mesdames Susannah Garnett and Betsey Furniss. Three 

houses, «fec.
pa
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John Kobinson. House.
William Frost.
Mary Hall. Two houses.
Between these properties and the river, is a road of ten yards wide, 

beyond which each proprietor claims the right of enclosing to the edge 
of the river.

William Heath, William Bolton, and Edward Baker. 
Three houses.

[Mr. Baker has enclosed about half-way down the bank here. 1839.]

Public road.
Edward Baker. Garden, &c.
William Beaumont.* House and garden.
Enclosures from the strand, of an ancient date, have here been made 

in front of these properties.

William Hutton. House and garden.
John Cock. Stone yard.
Isaac Picton. Yard, stable, and house, &c.
John Cock. Public house, yard, &c.
Bridge and public road to London, &c.

Warrington Township, Parish of Warrington.

The river bounding this township being confined in width 
is subject to little change in the lines of tide mark. On that 
part of it adjoining to the bridge over which is the public 
road to London, &c., and in front of properties there belong 
ing to Mr. Legh and Mr. Harrison, a quay or wharf is erected, 
of an ancient date, and is now being added to by Mr. Patten, 
who intends to carry it to the front of a warehouse lately 
erected by him. In doing so, part of the strand, to the amount 
of 6 or 8 yards in width, will be enclosed.

At Bank Quay Mr. Patten, the Bank Quay Glass Company, 
the Messrs. Litton (under a lease from Mr. Lyon), and 
Broadhurst (under a lease from Lord Lilford), have ancient 
quays and wharves: these, with ten chevrons thrown out in

* ? Beamont.
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various parts to protect the adjoining lands, are the only 
encroachments.

John Ireland Blackburne, Esq., M.P., is Lord of the 
Manor, and holds courts regularly, but it does not appear 
that he exercises any authority on the strand.

[Little Sankoy formerly part of the Township of Warrington, in 
which parish it is. Lord Lilford owns the manor and holds courts: 
he also owns the whole of the gate-warth or wharf on the edge of the 
river. No change in high water or low water. Mr. Blackburne for 
merly claimed toll in Warrington for all corn landed from the river. 
Does not claim rights of fishery. 1828.

The river appears to have changed its course, either by an artificial 
cut, or on the occasion of some great flood ; and that land which ap 
pears to be in the County of Chester, is in reality in the Township of 
Warrington, and County of Lancaster. About this part, the river once 
famous for smelts and salmon ; now few taken. 1839.]

The following are the names of the owners of land, &c., 
abutting the river : 

Bridge and London Road.
Joseph Lee. House, court, and strand.
Bichard Harrison. Flour mill, drying kiln, and strand.
John Wilson Patten, Esq., M.P. Land in lease from 

Mr. Legh, formerly house and outbuildings.
John Wilson Patten, Esq., M.P. Warehouse, land, and

strand.
Mr. Patten is now erecting a quay-wall in front of his warehouse, &c., 

and extending to low water mark, with the sanction of the Mersey and 
Irwell Company.

In front of these properties is a private road, of aboxit sis yards wide, 
to Harpley, leaving the strand, which is claimed by each proprietor.

Thomas Lyon. Land.
Thomas Legh, Esq. Land.
James Peirpoint. Land.
Thomas Legh, Esq. Land.
James Peirpoint. Land.
Eev. James Wright. Land.
The river encroaching upon this land.
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John Cassidy, Mary Hatton, and Mary Greenhalgh. Land,
Holbrook Gaskell, Exors. of Wm. Gaskell. Land.
Thomas Lyon. Land.
John Wilson Patten, Esq., M.P. Land.
Thomas Legh, Esq. Land.
John Wilson Patten, Esq. Land.
Thomas Legh, Esq. Land.
John Wilson Patten, Esq., M.P. Land.
Fitz James Watts, Esq. Land.
Thomas Lyon. Land.
Grand Junction Railway Company. Railway.
Thomas Lyon. Land.
Thomas Legh, Esq. Land.
John Ireland Blackburne, Esq., M.P. Land in lease from 

Mr. Legh,
Private road extending from the hrook to the warehouses, &c.
[NoTE. The mouth of this brook is kept in repair by the Mersey 

and Irwell Company, and at this place their tolls commence.]
Pier and boarded quay erected about three years and a-half ago.

John Wilson Patten, Esq., M.P. Warehouse and yard.
John Wilson Patten, Esq., M.P. Fourteen cottages and 

quay.
Bank Quay Glass Company. Quay, road, and nine cottages.
Bank Quay was built about twenty years ago. The Company claim 

toll for goods landed.
Thomas, John, and William Litton. Mill, outbuilding, 

and quay, under a lease from Mr. Lyon.
Quay wall built on part of this front, and upwards of sixty years ago.

Thomas, John, and William Litton. House and garden.
John Haddock and others. Land.
Broadhurst. Under lease from Lord Lilford.
Eemains of an old quay in front of warehouses and house.

Lord Lilford. Land.
Lands protected from the river by a cop and embankment, and the 

banks by ten chevrons in the whole front.

Sankey Brook.
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Penketh Township, Parish of Prescot.

The river in front of this township beginning gradually to 
expand, and taking a circuitous course, the channels and 
tide marks are subject to more frequent change than higher 
up. The proprietors of the Sankey Navigation (whose canal 
formerly connected with the river at this place, and has lately 
been extended to West Bank, in the Township of Widnes), 
have erected a permanent wall of considerable length, for the 
protection of their lock basin and lands adjoining.

The banks adjoining Penketh Brook are likewise similarly 
defended, independently of which there are chevrons erected 
on the strand in different places.

In this township is Fidler's Ferry, belonging to Mrs. 
Hughes, but it does not appear that she has the privilege of 
landing on the opposite shore without making some acknow 
ledgment to the landowner there.

The manorial rights are claimed by Mrs. Hughes [of 
Shirdley, near St. Helens], and formerly a court was held ; 
but this has been discontinued some years, and her claim 
seems not generally acknowledged.

[The boundaries walked about twelve years ago.
Thomas Ellison has two coups or fish yards, but pays no rent.
Fidler's Ferry belongs to the Sankey Canal Company.
The warth or wharf belongs to the Canal Company, bought from 

Mr. Gwilliara ; the Company have extended their works into or upon 
the strand.

The line of low water is subject to continual change, particularly 
during spring tides and freshes.

The line of high water remains unchanged, except from peculiar 
circumstances, such as high winds at spring tides, or heavy rains, when 
these low lands on the edge of the river, over which the tide at some 
remote period flowed, are covered with tidal water.

No gravel, &c., takeu from the strand; the privilege of fishing 
without payment of any sort appears to be enjoyed, latterly without 
any positive right. No royal fish have been taken. 1828.]
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Names of the owners of land fronting the river : 
Sankey Brook.
Mrs. Hughes. Land.
Mrs. Hughes. Marsh.
Between two chevrons here the bank appears to hare been paved 

with stone, but is now much dilapidated.
Ferry House. Garden, &c.
Proprietors of the Sankey Navigation. Lock, house, 

garden, and land.
Proprietors of the Sankey Navigation. Canal basin and 

lock.
Stone wall erected in front of these.
Proprietors of the Sankey Navigation. Lock, house, gar 

den, and land.
Mrs. Hughes. Land and marsh.
Brook dividing the townships of Penketh and Cuerdley.
[Fidler's Ferry belongs to Mrs. Hughes; payment is made to Sir 

Kichard Brooke, Bart, for permission to pass over his land. There are 
five or six chevrons iu front of this township ; have been erected a great 
many years. Mounds or cops have been raised on the marsh lands to 
keep off the tidal waters ; in the space of about thirty years 4 to 6 acres 
have been destroyed. 1839.]

Cuerdley Township, Parish of Prescot.

The river here continuing to extend in width, and the land 
adjoining it heing composed of alluvial deposit, the tidal 
marks are more easily affected than in the Township of 
Penketh, particularly the line of low water, which is subject 
to continual change. The marsh being on the level of ordi 
nary springs, is at high water covered to a great extent, 
leaving, however, a large portion within the embankment over 
 which the tide only occasionally flows. One chevron appears 
to have been erected, and with this exception the river 
remains in its natural state.

Sir Richard Brooke, Bart., is owner of all the land, and 
Lord of the Manor. A court is regularly held, but it does
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not appear that any authority (except the erection of the 
chevron) is exercised on the strand.

[No rights of fishery exercised. No wrecks. The boundaries are 
occasionally perambulated, say every twenty years. The marsh con 
tains about 260 acres, and is divided into 500 cowgates.

After the dissolution of Abbeys in England by Henry VIII, Richard 
Brooks purchased from the King the Manor of Cuerdley, with other 
lands; the charter dated decimo die Decembris 87 Hen. 8,1545, whose 
heir now enjoyeth these lands, 1606. Leyceater's Cheshire.

Sir Richard Brooke created baronet 1662.
The line of high water is gradually encroaching upon the marsh 

lands, a considerable portion of which has disappeared of late years.
No gravel or other material taken from the strand.]

Township of Widnes \cum-Appleton}, Parish of Prescot.

The river in front of this township takes a peculiar form, 
occasioned by the promontory about its centre called West 
Bank, the shore of which, being composed of rock, confines 
the river, which at this place, called Kuncorn Gap, is within 
comparatively narrow limits.

On each side of this promontory the river forms spacious 
bays, and the lands adjoining it being of alluvial deposit are 
easily acted upon by the tide.

The Company of Proprietors of the Sankey Brook Navi 
gation have lately continued the canal from Fidler's Ferry, 
and have to the east side of West Bank erected quays and 
docks to communicate with the river. The Proprietors of 
the St. Helens and Runcorn Gap Railway Co. have also 
made this the terminus of their line, and have similar works, 
each of which have been constructed under the authority of 
Parliament, and are confined within the then line of high 
water.

The low water mark both below and above West Bank is 
subject to frequent change, but opposite thereto varies little, 
the stream running on the Cheshire shore.
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The Marquis of Cholmondeley is Lord of the Manor, and 
holds courts regularly, [at Farnworth. Leasehold of the 
Duohy.]

Mr. Hurst claims the strand under West Bank, cuts such 
rock as he may require for his own use from it, and is paid 
for all goods landed and placed there. If the goods are 
carted away immediately, toll for passing over his land only 
is exacted.

The ferry helongs to the Marquis of Cholmondeley, Mr. 
Hurst and his tenants on West Bank estate having the right 
to pass and repass without making any payment.

[Fishyards are on the rocks called Hurst rocks; no rent paid for 
them, except that Mr. Hurst takes the fish on one day in each week.

The line of low water below Runcorn Gap does not undergo much 
alteration, with the exception of those periods when strongly acted 
upon by wind at spring tides, and freshes : the same may be said of 
that part above. At these times the currents take other directions, and 
new channels are formed. This is particularly the case now (1828). 
The current sets so directly upon the Cheshire shore about Halton 
Point, that the marsh there is rapidly diminishing. The general line 
of high water is liable to little variation or change, allowing for the 
gradual and continued inroad which the tidal waters appear to make 
on the whole of the marsh lands on the edge of the river.

No gravel, seaweed, or sand is taken from the shore.
Formerly large tracts of land were under the level of ordinary spring 

tides, these have in part been embanked and enclosed, and are enjoyed 
by the several landowners in the township ; other parts remain unem- 
banked, and are subject to be occasionally overflowed by the tide, but 
arc depastured by and claimed by several persons in proportions called 
cowgates.

See Sir Peter Leicester's Cheshire :  
Pages 272, 273. Widness.

274. Barony of Halton.
275. Annexed to Lancaster.
282. Waters of the Mersey, Koyal Fish, Halton manor.
291.
325. Cuerdeley.
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See evidence in the Duchy office, in two books called " Coucher 
Books." " Proceedings in Duchy Courts," in the Library, Royal Insti 
tution, Liverpool.]

The following are the names of the owners of lands 
abutting the river : 

Canal overflow and brook dividing the townships of 
Cuerdley and Widnes.

The lands on the outside of the canal, and between it and 
the river, are wholly marsh, divided into sixty-nine cowgates, 
and owned by the following John Shaw Leigh, Esq., Wm, 
Frazer, Thomas Roscoe, Miss Rowson, David Bellhouse, 
Matthew Gregson, Thomas Kidd, the Exors. of the late 
Martha Roughsedge, Mary Johnson, Joseph Knowles, James 
Gossup, "William Taylor, John Clemenson.

St. Helens and Euncom Gap Eailway Co. Quays, dock, 
and railway.

Proprietors of the Sankey Navigation. Quays, basins, and 
canal.

William Hurst. Plantation.
Wm. Hurst. Public house, ferry, outbuildings, garden, &c.
This is the ferry in which Mr. Hurst claims an interest.

William Hurst. Plantation and land.
William Hurst. Marsh.
The Marquis of Cholmondeley as Lessee under the Duchy 

of Lancaster. Marsh.
[This is the part for which the Duchy obtained a verdict in a trial 

with Mr. Hurst. 1839.]
[Almost all the lands in this township are copyhold. The following 

are owners of cowgates on Widnes Warth or Wharf, 69 in all : 

Mr. Leigh, Mr. Bellhouse, Mr. Rawson,
Mr. Taylor, 23, Mr. Kidd, Mr. Wm. Ashton,
Mr. Lawrence, Mr. John Johnson, Mr. Knowles,
Mr. Gregson, Miss Roughsedge, Mr. Thos. Roscoe.

The marsh has considerably decreased in size within the last ten years. 
Wm. Holme, of Carter House, says the line of low water is subject to
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considerable change. Lord Cholmoudeley claims that part of the marsh 
which Mr. Hurst intended to embank about twenty years ago (1828), 
on behalf of the Duchy, as a derelict, or land forsaken by the owner.]

Ditton Township, Parish of Prescot.

The land abutting the river in this township, which has a 
very small frontage, belongs to Mr. Bretherton, and is subject 
to frequent irruptions of tide water.

The Duchy of Lancaster claim the marsh in front.
There is no acknowledged Lord of the Manor.
[The late Mr. Watkins did claim, but not acknowledged. It appears 

that Mr. Blundell, of Crosby, formerly held it. No material change in 
the general line of low water, though subject to some alteration during 
the prevalence of particular winds. The general line of high water is 
gradually progressing inland.

No gravel or sand taken from the shore.
At some remote period a considerable tract of land called Ditton 

Marsh appears to. have been within the reach of the tidal waters, great 
part of which is now enclosed with mounds or embankments; other 
part is still occasionally overflowed at spring tides, and is depastured 
in common by the several landowners in the township, in proportions 
called cowgates. In 1839 E. E. notes, " there are not any cowgates, 
" these having merged in the general enclosure." 

No courts, no perambulation, no fishery, no wrecks.

Township of Halewood, Parish of Childwall.

The river in front of this township, running between the 
promontories " Hale Head " and " West Bank," forms a 
spacious bay; and being thus protected from the principal 
current, the lands abutting it are not much affected by its 
waters. In places where the banks are steep, the wash of the 
tide brings down portions, but not to any great extent, as 
appears by the marsh in front, which is in about the same 
state that it has been for many years.

No particular change occurs in the tide marks.
About thirty-seven years ago Mr. Willis constructed a
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stage or " staith " for loading vessels with coal, but, with 
this exception, no erections have been made on the shore.

Each proprietor claims the strand in front of their respective 
properties to low water mark.

The Eight Honourable the Earl of Derby is Lord of the 
Manor, and holds courts regularly, but does not appear to 
have exercised any authority between the lines of high and 
low water.

[Thomas Croft, of Halebank, fisherman, aged 60, pays no rent for 
fishing : says, the low water mark much nearer the shore than formerly, 
that the marsh is washing away, and the deep progressing inland : little 
alteration in high water mark, but the lands are gradually diminishing. 
Gravel is taken from the strand for the repair of public roads, but no 
other purpose : does not recollect if any wrecks are or have been 
claimed by the Lord of the Manor.

The tidal water constantly acting upon the bank or edge of the shore 
causes it to give way, and has considerably diminished the quantity of 
marsh; in other respects the general line of high water remains the same.]

The following are the names of proprietors of lands 
fronting the River : 

The Right Honourable the Earl of Derby.
Mrs. Ellen Etches.
Gilbert Halsall or the Exors. of the late John Halsall.
Mr. Willis.
Stage or staith formerly here.

John Ireland Blackburne, Esq., M.P.

Township of Hale, Parish of Childwall. 

In this township is situated the promontory " Hale Head," 
on each side of which the river forms spacious bays. On the 
east the land, from its exposed aspect, and being in the line 
of current, is liable to continual waste and destruction, up 
wards of ten acres of main laud having disappeared within 
the last forty years. The devastation of marsh on the west 
side of the Head is also very great, for in the year 1756, 
Mr. Blackburne had, according to a map in my possession,
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165 acres of land, which are now reduced to 23 acres. To 
this promontory also may be attributed the frequent change 
which takes place in the channels in its vicinity.

John Ireland Blackburne, Esq., M.P., is the owner of all 
the land abutting the river, with the exception of a small 
frontage belonging to Mr. Ashton, and principally occupied 
by buildings for making salt, part of which, erected upon the 
strand, are of ancient date.

Mr. Blackburne is likewise Lord of the Manor and claims 
the exclusive right of strand ; is paid toll for all goods landed, 
and for vessels anchoring; appoints his own coroner, water- 
bailiff, &c.

[6th Aug., 1828. Mr. Blackburne has been paid for liberty to anchor 
vessels on the strand in Hale 14s. 8d. per annum for about twenty years 
(in the recollection of Mr. Owen), by the Trustees of the Duke of 
Bridgewater.

The high water mark gradually encroaching on the enclosed lands, 
except where the boundary is rock; little alteration in the general lines 
of low water mark.

James Alien, of Hale, has known Hale nearly fifty years, and says 
that Mr. Blackburne claims all wreck on the shore, fishery, anchorage, 
tolls for passing to and from the river. Gravel taken from the shore, for 
repair of roads in the township, without charge.

Almost wholly belonging to Mr. Blackburne the township 1547 
statute acres.

Very slight alteration is to be observed in the general line of high 
water, excepting on that part of the shore between Halehead and Hale- 
wood, which is gradually encroached upon by the tidal waters. Mr. 
Ledger says the lands within forty years, about ten acres are destroyed.

The embankment at Dungeon Saltworks made upwards of ninety 
years ago (1828) by the ancestor of the present proprietor (Mr. Ashton.)

Courts have been held for a long series of years, say from about 
Edward II.

There is no public road from the shore, Within Lane being private. 
The lands between Within Way and the Dewy washing away, about 
ten acres gone.

The river between Halehead and Weston was formerly often passed 
by a ford there ; and the minister on removing from Hale to Wrexham
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about the year 1808 carted the whole of his household goods, &o., by 
that ford. Mr. Blackburne says he has often driven his horse and gig 
across. 1828.

In the year 1756 the marsh contained about 166 acres; in 1885 it 
was reduced to 22a. 3r. 2p.; about the same quantity now, 1839.

Mr. Blackburne claims extensive powers. See Oregaon's Fragments, 
to which he refers me. 1838.]

Speke Township, Parish of Childwall.

The river in front of this township is not subject to any 
material change, except that the principal stream appears, 
 within the last seven or eight and twenty years, to have been 
impeded in this direction. x

During this period a considerable portion of marsh, between 
Speke Point and Garston Salt Works, has been washed away, 
and the land on the edge of the river much encroached upon. 
In the year 1756 a considerable portion of marsh likewise 
existed about the Dungeon Salt Works, which is now entirely 
swept away.

Richard Watt, Esq., is owner of all the land in this town 
ship*, (except a small portion belonging to Mr. Ashton, and 
adjoining to his Salt Works,) is Lord of the Manor, and in 
right thereof holds a court. No authority appears to have been 
exercised by him on the strand, except the erection of three 
chevrons to protect the sands, and these were either projected 
or discontinued under some agreement or understanding with 
the Corporation of Liverpool.

[Sixteen or eighteen years ago (1828) Mr. Watt erected three chevrons 
on the shore, to protect his property from the effects of the current, 
which so changed its direction, that a considerable portion of marsh 
land, which lay between Speke point and Garston saltworks, then began 9 
to be washed away. Since my survey (E. E. loq.) in 18)3 it is wholly 
gone, and the bank is also wasting. No perceptible difference in the 
line of low water mark.

Hoglet a hamlet in Speke.

* Purchased from the Beauclerk family.
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The line of high water is subject to little change, allowance heing 
made for the gradual washing away of the lands, which is the case 
along almost the whole frontage to the river, particularly between 
Garston boundary and Speke point.

NOTK That about twenty years ago (1828) there was between Speke 
point and Garston a considerable tract of marsh land, now carried 
away. M.t, Watt erected chevrons to protect his land there.]

Township of Garston, Parish of Ghildwall.

The lands abutting the river are principally composed of 
steep clay banks, and for the last thirty years have been 
subject to great injury from the washing of the tide. Within 
this period large quantities have been destroyed, and are 
continually being similarly acted upon.

The line of low water does not alter materially. In the 
year 1793 the Manor of Garston was purchased by the late 
Mr. Blackburne, who, in the same year, erected, under the 
authority of Parliament, a dock and salt works, partly upon 
the strand. Subsequently, Mr. Blackburne claiming the ex 
clusive right of strand (although this was not generally 
acknowledged), sold to various persons the fronts of their 
respective properties. Courts were formerly held, but have 
been for some years discontinued.

Thomas Hawkes, Esq., M.P., is the representative of the 
late Mr. Blackburne.

[25 July, 1828. Mr. Moss, of Otterspool, says, in March, ISIfi, he 
was prepared to go to trial with Mr. Blackburne, who claims to be the 
Lord of the Manor of Garston, and owner of the strand or shore of the 
river Mersey, to which Mr. Moss and others owning property on the 
river disputed : that in the opinion of the late Mr. Evans, then Vice- 
Chancellor,* who was staying in the house of Mr. Moss, and examined 
into all the evidence adduced, the dispute was compromised, and the 
several parties afterwards agreed with Mr. Blackburne to purchase his 
rights to the strand between high and low water marks, being satisfied 
his title to it was not to be resisted. Mr. Moss paid .£500 for the strand. 
In the survey of 1771 (of Mr. Tarleton's property), the mouth of Otters-

* That is, of the Ducby of Lancaster.
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pool open to the river. The mill supposed to be erected circa Dec., 
1779, at a cost of £2,439 12s. 7d., including cottages for workmen, by 
Mr. Alexander, afterwards Alexander and Tate. The amount stated on 
the authority of a note from Mr. T. to E. E.

The general lines of low water have undergone little change within 
the memory of the oldest fisherman now living. The lands adjoining 
the shore are continually washing away, and more so within the last 
twenty-five years than formerly. Edward Miller, of Garston, fisherman, 
aged 08, has known the shore all big life, and he and his father have 
rented the fishyards during the time Mr. Blackburne has been Lord of 
the Manor. He recollects Caryl Appleton, James Potter, Nathan Miles 
and others, old men now dead (1828), who had the fishyards on the 
shore, and paid rent to Lady Beauclerk* for them ; says all persons paid 
for shingle and gravel taken from the shore ; only he and William Cook 
have any fishyards in Garston ; that few fish are taken, in consequence 
of the destruction by dye-water, &c., from Manchester, &c. The low 
water mark is partly as it has always been; but the banks have been 
very much washed away, particularly within the last twenty or twenty- 
five years. A bank is forming on the rocks at the saltworks.

The Duchy of Lancaster has several detached lands in the township, 
and at that part called Aigburth.

About the year 1788 Mr. Richard Kent, of Liverpool, purchased the 
manor of Garston from the Corporation (?) per Messrs. Ashton and   
Gerrard, for £2,200.

Messrs. Peter Baker and John Dawson (who) held the manor of 
Garston, and also certain leasehold lands at Garston held by letters 
patent from the Crown for a term of years, did, in the life-time of 
Richard Kent, contract to sell the same to Richard Gerrard and James 
Gerrard; and the same Richard Kent afterwards contracted to purchase 
the same premises from the said Richard and James Gerrard, which 
premises Richard Kent by his will expressed to have been purchased 
from Messrs. Ashton and Gerrard ; and after the death of the said 
Richard Kent, they the said Baker and Dawson, by indenture, &e., 
3 and 4 January, 1791, by direction of Richard and James Gerrard, 
for ,£2,200 convey the said manor of Garston, and also the said lease 
hold premises to E. Kent, T. Naylor, and Richard Wood, as trustees of 
the will of the said Richard Kent.

* Widow of Lord Sidney Beauclerk, formerly Mary Morris, of Speke. 

Q
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2 February, 1793. The manor of Garston with the leasehold pur 
chased by Mr. John Blackburne, who leased that part of the shore on 
which the saltworks are erected, to Mr. Patten and Mr. Hornby, trustees 
under the will of John Blackburne, of Orford.

See Mr. Blackburne's Act, to change the site of the saltworks. 
33 Geo. Ill, 1793.

Leasehold lands in Garston called " Savoy lands," granted to Topham 
Beauclerk* for 20£ years, commencing 22 May, 1786. Under letters 
patent, dated 31 May, 1776 (?) shall be vested in the executors of 
Richard Kent, from and after the 1st June, 1793, for the remainder of 
the term of 20^- years. Lease expired in 1806.

NOTE. A road to communicate with the saltworks from Whindown 
Lane, not less than 30 feet wide, on the strand for the use of the public.

SAVOY LANDS. 10 Aug., 1807. Certain lands in Garston, leased by 
the crown to Mr. Blackburne for 18 years 322 days, at the annual rent 
of .£76. See Commissioners' Reports on Woods and Forests, 1812.

In 1793 there were fishyards on the rocks where the saltworks now 
are; previously to that date Mr. Williams had erected vitriol works on 
the strand. NOTE. The north side of the pool is called waste.

Henry Carter, of Garston (overseer) has an old plan of houses in 
Garston, with an account of manorial claims, &c.

The following inclosures and embankments have taken place, viz.:  
In the year 1780, Messrs. Tate, Alexander, and Wilson inclosed a part 
of the strand at the mouth of Otterspool (now the property of Mr. Moss) 
and erected thereon a snuff-mill with its appurtenances. In the year 
1816, Mr. Moss purchased all the Lord of the Manor's interest in the 
strand in front of his property there, and made some further embank 
ments. Subsequently, a few other individuals, (Miss Parr, Mr. Salisbury, 
Mr. Richard and Arnold Harrison,) purchased the interest of the Lord 
of the Manor to the strand opposite their properties, and have embanked 
the same against the tide. 1828.

The general line of tide mark is not subject to any great deviation 
now, except with the continual wasting of the steep clay banks which 
abut the river ; the strand is in the same state it has been in for a great 
many years. 1839.]

* Only son of Lady Mary Beauclerk ; and an associate with Dr. Johnson, 
Sir Joshua Reynolds, &o. In Transactions of this Society, 1867-8, " Topography 
" of Garston and Aigburth," it is erroneously stated that Mr. Beauclerk died 
without issue; he is represented in the direct line by A. de V. Beauclerk, of 
Ardglas Castle, Esquire.
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Names of proprietors of land, &c,, on the edge of the 
river: 

Brook and road dividing township.
Thomas Hawkes, Esq. Plantation.
Thomas Hawkes, Esq. Land.
Thomas Hawkes, Esq. Cottages.
Road.
Thomas Hawkes, Esq. Cottages and Land.
This land is said to have lost about 15 yards in width along its whole 

front in about twenty-five years.
John Blackburne and Co. Salt  works.
The quay, pier, docks, and other works connected with the salt works 

erected on the strand, and commenced about the year 1793. See the 
Act of Parliament, 33 George III.

Creek or Pool.
Thomas Hawkes, Esq. Cottage and land.
A considerable portion of strand was enclosed here before the year 

1793, and on part were formerly the vitriol works of Mr. Williams.
The Exors. of the late Wm. Hope, Esq. Land.
Mr. Hope's executors state the strand was purchased long before the 

late Mr. Blackburne became possessed of the manor; and claim to low 
water mark.

This land is open to the shore and suffers much from the effects of 
tide, about 15 yards in width is supposed to have been destroyed within 
the last 20 years.

Mr. John Woolwright. Land.
The strand in front purchased by Mr. W.
This land having no protection from the tide, suffers greatly.
Occupation Eoad.
Messrs. Thomas F. Bennet, Thomas Bouch, Alfred Water- 

house, William Smith, and James Mawdsley. Land.
The strand belongs to these gentlemen.
Part of the front of this land was protected from the tide ten or 

twelve years ago, by a wall built partly on the strand, which has since 
been thrown down, and the land is encroached upon 10 or 10 yards in 
width for nearly the whole front.

Q2
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Mr. Thomas Stephenson. Land.
The front of this land has no protection against the tide, which is 

making great inroads upon it.
Nicholas Salisbury, Esq. Land.
Mr. S. purchased the strand to low water mark.
Formerly enclosed hy a wall of stone taken from the heach, hut this 

is now thrown down, and a considerable portion of land also destroyed.

John Moss, Esq. Dwelling houses in the occupation of 
Mr. Henry Moss and Dr. Formby. Land, gardens, oil mill, 
and plantations, &c., to his own house " Otterspool."

Mr. Moss owns the strand in front of these properties by purchase 
from Mr. Blackburne, the whole of which is protected from the effects 
of tide by a stone-paved slope or sheeting, built partly about the then 
line of high water, except about the mouth of the pool, where portions 
of the strand have been taken in.*

Township of Toxteth, extra Parochial.

This township adjoins to and forms the southern boundary 
of the Town of Liverpool. In front of that part of it called 
Harrington, very considerable embankments, as basins, half- 
tide, wet and graving docks, quays and wharfs, have been 
forming for the last twenty-five years, enclosing large quanti 
ties of strand, and in places projecting even into the bed of 
the river. The principal part of these works has been con 
structed by the Trustees of the Liverpool Docks, under the 
authority of Parliament, and are in connection with similar 
erections belonging to them in Liverpool. More recently the 
Trustees of the Harrington Docks, Lord Francis Egerton, 
the Ellesmere and Chester Canal Company, Messrs. Lace and 
others, have enclosed large tracts of strand, on which they 
also have made docks, wharfs, &c. These latter enclosures 
have not been under the sanction of Parliament, the Lord of 
the Manor claiming the shore between high and low water,

* For further information respecting this township and manor see " The 
"Historical Topography of Garston and Aigburth," read 30th April, 1868, in 
the Transactions of the Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire.
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under which title they have heen constructed. The width of the 
river opposite has been much decreased by these several works.

"From the rocks " Dingle Point" to " Otterspool" the sands 
are subject to continual waste, the wash of the tide, where 
they nre not properly protected, bringing down large portions 
of the banks, which in this district are generally precipitous. 
The line of low water has not undergone any change, except 
in front of the recent erections.

The Right Hon. the Earl of Sefton is Lord of the Manor. 
No courts are held.

The shore opposite "Jericho" is constantly changing, but not so 
much as others, from lying in a small bay. Under this farm are fish- 
yards rented by Edward Whittle, of Garston, at 80s. per annum ; nnd 
within the last two or three years (1828) Mr. Leigh, as lay Rector of 
Walton, claimed tithe of fish. Whittle now pays Os. His father, 
Thomas Whittle, had the fishyards from about 1800 to 1821; Henry 
Carter, of Garston, held them about fifty-two years ago.

Charles Whiteside, of Park Chapel, Toxteth, remembers in the year 
1810 several bags of cotton being thrown upon the shore in Toxteth, 
which he picked up and caused notice to be given to the underwriters, 
E. W. Dickeuson, brokers, who paid him salvage. Lord Sefton's agent 
claimed and received a portion.

[John Dickenson, son of the man who had the fishyards now destroyed 
at Dickenson's Dingle, was employed by Lord Sefton to look after 
wrecks, &c., but discontinued to do so because he received no remunera 
tion. John Jones, there employed as a fisherman, remembers about 
   a balk of timber floating down the river, which he brought to 
shore : claimed by Lord Sefton. About forty years ago (1828), a vessel 
called the " William and Mary," wrecked on the shore between the 
Pottery and Knott's Hole. Liverpool Corporation took her to pieces. 
Query, if the Lord of the Manor made any claim.

Old Mrs. Brookfield keeps an inn, and has lived upwards of fifty- 
five years in Toxteth (1828), does not recollect any courts being held, 
though Mr. Webster many years ago made some bustle to do so on 
behalf of Lord Sefton ; after a meeting or two, at which no business 
appears to have been transacted, it fell through.* No perambulation

* Mrs. B. says the attorney of the court, if such it might be called, was a 
Mr. Patten, who afterwards went to reside in London.
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of boundaries in her recollection until within the last twenty years or 
thereabouts. She says there were no regular sworn constables appointed 
in the township; nor did the landholders pay any proportion of the 
county rates. About fifty-seven years ago she lived with her father 
on the estate now belonging to Messrs. Yates, and it was about that 
time when the copperas works were commenced upon. William Miller, 
attorney, says courts have been held for the last fifty years or upwards; 
but there are at Croxteth records of proceedings at an earlier date. No 
perambulations of boundaries have ever taken place, as they are all 
well defined.

John Carter, aged 71, in the employ of Messrs. Troughton and Ryan, 
Sefton Street, recollects the shore very well between Liverpool and 
Garston (having lived servant with John Dickenson, at Dickenson's 
Dingle, upwards of fifty years ago), says the fishyards, when he first knew 
them, were at Jericho, Dickenson's Dingle, and Knott's Hole; rent he 
understood to be paid to Lord Sefton either in cash or fish. He says 
that about fifty years ago a court or courts were held at Mrs. Gore's, in 
Stanhope Street, but never heard what business was transacted, though 
several of the landlords, particularly Mr. Bisbrown, attended: under 
stood an attorney from London acted as clerk of the court.

John Dickenson, aged 63, lives at the Tall House, formerly lived 
with his father (upwards of fifty years ago), at an estate of Lord Sefton's, 
now Mr. Woodhouse's : recollects himself, and has heard his father say, 
that carts, &c., going to and from Liverpool, passed along the shore, 
particularly in winter time, when the roads inland were so bad they 
could not be used ; also that a footpath went through the fields on the 
edge of the river between the same places. Says his father had a 
warrant or authority to take all strays or wreck on the shore for Lord 
Sefton, which was continued to him ; but in consequence of not receiving 
any remuneration for his trouble, he has now given it up. Recollects 
a variety of articles being taken, for which Lord Sefton was always 
paid his demand.

NOTE. When Dickenson had the land, he paid no separate rent for 
fishyards.

Mr. Roger Leigh farmed the Great Tithes in Toxteth upwards of 
twenty years ago, and held them about ten years: during that time he 
took the tithe of fish on the Friday.

Mr. Keightley informs me the first lease granted to Charles Roe for 
that part of the strand, &o. f on which the copperas works are erected,
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was dated 1st May, 1772. Next lease to Eoe is in 1778, for 80 years. 
In 1804 Lord Sefton sold the reversion of the strand to the Corporation 
of Liverpool, and Koe and Leigh sold the unexpirecl term of original 
lease for 80 years about the same time.

Mr, Robert Kitchen remembers the tide flowing to the west wall of 
Sparling's blubber house ;* and also recollects a whale being cast upon 
the shore, near Jackson's Dam, hi the year 1790. Claimed by Lord 
Sefton.

5th Geo. Ill, the Earl of Sefton obtained an act of Parliament to 
confirm several building leases granted of part of his settled estates 
in the County of Lancaster, and to enable him, during his life, and, 
after his death, the trustee during the minority of any infant, to grant 
any other building and improving leases, &e.

Adam de Molyneux (in the year 1228), it is supposed, held the 
Forestership of Toxteth, originally one of the royal parka in West Derby: 
as such, extra parochial. This was before the formation of parishes in 
the country ; and it appears that the Crown granted the Tythes of 
persons who agisted Toxteth to the Church of Lancaster; which it 
enjoyed for a number of years.

It was valued in 1327 at £1 9s. 4d. annually; and in 1340 let to the 
Molyneux family for J17. In 1426 it was recognised as a park belong 
ing to the Duchy of Lancaster, and was in the possession of and main 
tained by the Crown, who appointed the Forester and other otfieers 
regularly, until the reign of Elizabeth ; after which it appears to have 
been neglected, and got into the hands of the subject.

The monks of Whalley petitioned to be removed from thence to 
Toxtetb.

In 1593, 35 of Elizabeth, the park was granted to Henry Earl of 
Derby, and his heirs male, and again reverted to the Crown, probably 
in default of such heirs. It was disparked 2nd of James I, and on 
25 October, 1604, was granted by the Crown to Ralph Willey and 
Thomas Dodd, citizens of London, who on the 6th March following 
granted the same to Richard Molyneux, an ancestor of the present 
family, under which title it is now held.

Toxteth is generally considered within the Parish of Walton, but 
from numerous documents now in existence it does not appear to be so, 
if its rights are properly maintained; for several years past some of its

* Planned in 1770 John Eyes's Ledger. Jackson's dam set out, 1774.
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tythes have been paid to Walton so lately as about 1770 Toxteth was 
admitted extra parochial.*

The first embankment appears to have been made by Mr. Charles 
Roe, to whom the then Earl of Sefton on 1st May, 1772, leased (with 
other lands] that part of the strand on which the Herculaneum Pottery 
Company have their works. They have subsequently purchased from 
the present earl (1828) a further portion of strand, the inclosing and 
embankment of which is now completing.

In the following year (1773) the said Charles Boe took on lease for 
80 years an additional grant of strand, being that part on which the 
Tide Mill and reservoirs, called " Jackson's," are erected, and extending 
northwardly to the boundary of Liverpool. The mill and reservoirs 
were soon afterwards commenced upon and completed; the remainder 
of the strand between the large reservoir and Liverpool continued 
unappropriated until about the year 1804 or 1805, since which period a 
considerable part of it has been converted into ship-building and other 
yards by the Corporation of Liverpool.

About five years ago (1828), Mr. Samuel Holland inclosed a small 
part of the strand on the south side of the Herculaueura Pottery, to 
which it adjoins, and on which he carries on the business of a ship 
builder.

The other enclosures of strand may, perhaps, be more properly called 
embankments against the sea, as being within or beyond the line of 
high water mark, previous to the inroad which the tidal waters have 
made on the border of the river in those parts. Mr. Garnett, Mr. 
Yates, Mr. Dempsey, Mr. Montgomery, and Mr. Moss are the gentlemen 
who have made these embankments; all of which have been completed 
within the last twenty, and not exceeding twenty-five years.

Vessels, timber, cotton, &c., have been repeatedly thrown on the 
strand, and are in all cases claimed by the Earl of Sefton as Lord of 
the Manor; he formerly specially employed one of his tenants living 
on the edge of the river to take up wrecks cast thereon, and to whom 
he gave a written authority to act. At present his lordship has no 
person particularly deputed to that office, but still the claim is upheld.

Eecords of Manorial Courts at Croxteth.
It is very doubtful if royal fish have been taken upon the shore

* See " Annals of Liverpool," Gore's Directory, 1835. NOTE. That about 
the year 1823 or 3, there was an assize trial between the occupiers of the laud 
and Mr. Leigh, respecting his right to the tithe. Mr. Leigh got a verdict in his 
favour.  A. H.
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within the recollection of any persons now living (1828). One or two 
instances are mentioned of fish being caught hereabouts, but the fact 
is so uncertain, that no absolute reliance can be placed upon the 
information.]

The following are the names of the owners of property on 
the edge of the river : 

John Moss, Esq. Grounds attached to his house, " Otters- 
pool."

The strand purchased from the Earl of Sefton to low water mark.
The grounds are bounded on the river front by a stone wall, the 

north end of which has frequently been added in consequence of the 
adjoining banks being destroyed and partly exposing this land to the 
effects of tide.

The Right Hon. Earl of Sefton. Jericho estate.
These lands considerably encroached upon, in consequence of no 

wall being erected for their protection.

Messrs. Wm. and Alex. Smith. Land.
[Late Mr. Hughes, or Mr. Bunnell, a butcher.]
No protection against the tide, land much encroached upon.

Mr. William Smith. Land.
Strand purchased by Mr. Smith.
[Strand in front of both Mr. Smith's lots belongs to Lord Sefton. 

1828.
They do not possess the strand. 1839.
On comparing notes, it would seem that Messrs. W. and A. Smith 

did not purchase the strand in front of their joint lot; but that W. 
Smith did buy that in front of his own. J. B., 1857.]

Some years ago Mr. [John] Montgomery, the then owner of this 
land, built a strong stone wall to protect the banks against the tide; 
subsequently having been thrown down, it was re-erected, but has been 
again destroyed, and a considerable portion of land washed away.

The executors of the late William Woodhouse. Land.
[Late Mr. Hughes's, called Dickenson's Dingle.
The strand belongs to Lord Sefton, acknowledged by Mr. W. to 

E. Eyes, 1st August, 1828.
Mr. W. did not purchase the strand. 1839.]
This land not being protected is encroached upon by the tide ; but 

the greatest part of the front not being so elevated, is less affected than 
the adjoining lauds.
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Mr. John Clegg [should be Cragg.] Land [late Dr. 
Crompton's.]

[Mr. Cragg has not made any embankment against the tide, the 
consequence is a continued wearing away of the laud.]

Open to the heach.
[The strand claimed by Mr. C., doubtful.}

Mr. Sothern. House and gardens.
Mr. John Fletcher. Land.
Wall built in front, and Mr. Fletcher states that the parties here have 

purchased the strand from Lord Sefton.
[Mr. Fletcher bought from Mr. Beckwith.]

Private Road.
Mr. James Dempsey. Land.
[Mr. Dempsey has embanked and taken from the beach in front,   

yards on the average.
The strand in front of this land belongs to    .]

Joseph Brooks Yates, Esq., M.P.,* and other Trustees 
under the will of the late Rev. John Yates. Land.

The strand in front owned by the Trustees.
[Mr. Yates purchased from Lord Sefton the estate called the Dingle, 

with the right of shore to low water mark. Subsequently he sold part 
to Mr. Cropper, but reserved the right of shore. On the rocks called 
Knott's Hole are fishyards belonging to Mr. Yates, let to John Knight, 
of    Street, near the Potteries, who has rented them about nine 
years (1828). Mr. Cropper embanked his front, and, perhaps, took part 
of the strand, but it does not appear move than to make an uniform 
line of front. The remainder of the frontage of Mr. Yates's property 
is as it has been for a length of time, except the front of Dingle vale 
which has now an embankment across it.]

Mr. John Cropper. Land.
Mr. Cropper, the owner of the strand, by purchase from the late 

Rev. J. Yates.
A wall erected about the line of high water.

Mr. Freme, or the executors of the late J. E. Freme. Land.
Strand in front reserved by Lord Sefton.
[Whilst the property of Mr. Freme was in the hands of Mr. Garnett,

* This gentleman never was in Parliament; his brother, John Ashton Yates, 
represented Carlow.
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a sea wall was built, and it would appear that part of the strand was 
then enclosed, but, Mr. G. says, not more than the tides had previously 
washed away. The stone for building the wall was taken from the 
strand, and no compensation was given for the land taken in or stone 
got. The strand retained by Lord Sefton, who is restricted from any 
other application than for public docks. 1828.]

A wall erected about the line of high water.

Ambrose Lace, Joshua Lace, jun., John Tomkinson, Samuel 
Holme and James Holme. Land, strand, docks, &c.

The Ellesmere and Chester Canal Co. Docks, quays, &c.
Lord Francis Egerton. Wharf, docks, &c.
Sir Thomas Brancker, Knight, Richard Leyland, and 

Alexander Maxwell, Esqrs., Trustees of the Harrington Dock
Co. Docks, quays, &c.

The whole of these erections are upon the strand.

The Trustees of the Docks, Liverpool. Graving clocks, 
Brunswick half-tide basin, &c., wet dock, Brunswick basin and 
half-tide dock, part of Queen's dock, basins, yards, wharfs,
quays, &c.

The whole of these erected upon the strand, and commenced upon 
about the year 1814, under the authority of Parliament.*

Township and Parish of Liverpool.

The entire river front of this township, with the exception 
of a small part of its northern boundary, is wholly occupied 
with piers, quays, basins, docks, &c., embanked and erected 
at various times, under the authority of Parliament, by the 
Corporation and Trustees of the Docks, and each successive 
inclosure appears to have been carried to the line of low 
water, and in many places even far beyond it into the bed of 
the river. The Corporation and Trustees also own all the 
land abutting the river, with the exception of a small frontage 
about the centre belonging to the trustees of the late Duke 
of Bridgewater.

* For other information respecting Toxteth see " The Former and Recent 
" Topography of Toxteth Park." Proceedings of the Architectural and Archteo- 
logical Society, 16th Oct., 1867.
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The line of low water has undergone considerable change 
between about the entrance to George's Dock and the southern 
boundary of this township.

The Corporation of Liverpool own and exercise all the 
manorial rights.

Township of Kirkdale, Parish of Walton-on-the-Hill.

The general line of high water, in part of this township, 
has been for the last twenty-five years gradually undergoing 
considerable change. Previous to that period the lands abut 
ting the shore were subject to great waste from the wash of 
tide water, but, except on extraordinary occasions, they have 
since that time been free from this, in consequence of the 
progressive elevation of the shore (by the deposit of alluvial 
matter) which the ordinary springs do not now reach. The 
line of low water has changed very slightly.

The Right Honourable the Earl of Derby is owner of 
almost all the land fronting the river, part of which he has 
let on building leases; those of the lessees who first com 
menced inclosing their grants, generally extended their fences 
to the'line of high water, and it was intended to continue one 
uniform line of frontage, but subsequent tenants finding that 
the tide wash was undergoing great alteration followed that 
line, and have enclosed a considerable portion of strand.

The Right Honourable the Earl of Derby is Lord of the 
Manor, and exercises the usual rights. Courts are regularly 
held.

[He sells sand and gravel from the strand, claims wrecks, is paid 
for permission to establish bathing machines on the strand.

Lord Derby and Mr. Leigh own all the land on the edge of the 
river. 1839.

The lands between Beacon's Gutter and about Sandhills Lane, or 
somewhat beyond, have been much encroached upon by the tide, as 
appears by the remains of the rails and stoops put down about twenty 
years since, part of which are now to be seen. Since Lord Derby
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began to let the land on lease, and parties have erected walls in front 
of their respective grants (which I suppose included the strand they 
have taken), the drift sand has accumulated against the walls, and of 
course thrown back the line of high water. The continuation of the 
works in Liverpool is now causing that part of the shore lying between 
the boundary of Liverpool township and about the south end of Mr. 
Miller's property to silt up, and become grass land, with every prospect 
of having the ordinary tides excluded altogether in a few years. E. E., 
1839. Low water does not undergo any material change.]

The following are the names of the owners of lands, &c., 
on the edge of the river :  

Beacon's gutter.
John Shaw Leigh, Esq. Land, cottage.'and garden.
Mr. Leigh claims the strand in front, and intends to enclose to about 

70 yards next to Victoria Street.

Sandhills road.
John Shaw Leigh, Esq. Land.
Exors. of the late E. Molyneux. Land.
John Shaw Leigh, Esq. Land.
About 10 yards in width has been lost from the front of these pro 

perties within the last twenty years. [Remains of the rails put down 
by the late Mr. Leigh twenty years ago are still to be seen. 1839.]

The Right Honourable the Earl of Derby. Land. 
John Kilshaw. Land and buildings. 
Michael Ashcroft. Houses and land.
A wall built in front of these by Mr. Ashcroft, and a small part of 

the strand enclosed.

Road leading to the toll-bar. 
Mr. Hall. House and land. 
Mr. Highfield. House and land. 
Mrs. Sarah Leech. House and land.
A wall built in front of these properties by Mr. Hall, the original 

lessee, and about the line of high water.

William Cantrill. House and land. 
William Kermode. Two houses and land. 
     Pierpoint. House and land.



William Kermore. Two houses and land.
William Beeves. House and land.
Messrs. George Booth and Joshua Walmsley. Two houses 

and laud.
Messrs. Booth and Walmsley. Land.
W. 0. Thompson. Land.
Eoad Brunswick place.
Messrs. Booth and Walmsley. Two houses and land.
Joseph Wharton. House and land.
Mr. G. Booth. Two houses and land.

A wall built in front of these properties about the line of high water 
by Mr. Hall, the original lessee.

William Harrison. House, &c. 
Messrs. Booth and Walmsley. Land. 
Mr. Norris. Three houses and land. 
William Banks. House, &c. 
William Bickerstaff. House and land. 
Private road.
William Spurstow Miller. House and land. 
A portion of the strand enclosed in front of these.

James Queen. House and land. 
William S. Miller. Six houses and land. 
Captain John Brown, E.N. House and land. 
James Sharman. Two houses and land. 
A portion of the strand enclosed in front of these. 
Captain Anstice. House and land. 
Mr. Dirks. House and land.

y.

I Brook dividing townships.

Bootle-cum-Linacre Township, Parish of Walton-on-the-HilL

The lands ahutting the river in this township were formerly 
subject to the inroad and suffered greatly from the effects of 
tide water. Within the last twenty-five years, so great has 
been the change here in the line of high water, that the tide
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is now entirely excluded from parts over which it then flowed, 
and the strand is so raised hy drift sand and alluvial deposit, 
as likely, in a few years, to be available for building purposes.

The Right Hon. the Earl of Derby is owner of all the lands 
on the edge of the river, the greater part of which he has dis 
posed of under lease for lives; and as each succeeding tenant 
follows the gradually receding tide mark and encloses thereto, 
a very irregular line of frontage is occasioned. This is about 
to be remedied by taking in such parts as are within and 
forming a more even boundary to the shore. A very con 
siderable quantity of strand has been already enclosed.

The Trustees of the Liverpool Docks have erected two land 
marks upon the strand, nearly opposite to the church.

The Eight Hon. the Earl of Derby is Lord of the Manor, 
holds courts, and claims the exclusive right to the strand.

[Is paid for allowing loathing on the shore, claims wreck, disposes of 
sand and gravel from the beach, and has enclosed land below the line 
of high water. 1839.]

Names of parties whose properties are on the edge of the 
river: 

Brook dividing townships.
William Spurstow Miller. Land.
Wm. S. Miller. House, offices and land.
A large tract taken from the strand and enclosed by a stone wall; 

the drift sand often accumulates to the top of the wall, and is as fre 
quently removed, grass and marsh forming in front. The house, &c., 
is built upon the strand.

Public road to the canal. Miller's bridge.
James Queen. House and grounds.
Jesse Hartley. House and grounds.
Part of the strand enclosed.

The executors of Richard Finlow. Land used as a garden.
The executors of Richard Finlow. House and garden.
The house built upon the strand.

Private road to Mr. Finlow's house, &c.
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The executors of Eichard Finlow. Six houses, &c.
Houses built partly on the strand.

The executors of Richard Finlow. Land.
The executors of Richard Finlow. House, &c.
Built partly on the strand.

Joseph Crossley. Land, &c.
Mr. Hinde. Land, &c.
Thomas Murray Gladstone. Land, &c.
William S. Miller. Land, &c.
Part of the strand enclosed.

John Waring. Cottage-house and garden. 
This cottage built wholly on the strand.

John Waring. Two cottages.
A considerable portion of strand taken in front of these properties.

John Waring. House, &c.
John Waring. Cottage, &c.
Thomas Peters. Garden.
Part taken from the strand.
Marsh appears to be forming on the beach.

John Chadwick. Three houses and land. 
These are built partly on the strand, and a large tract likewise 

taken in.

Henry Roose. House and land.
Strand enclosed in front.

Thomas Peters. Land.
James Clements. Three houses and land.
Houses built partly on the strand.
Marsh appears to be forming on the beach.

James Liniman, jun. House and land. 
Public Road.
The Right Hon. the Earl of Derby. Land, on which is 

erected the toll bar. 
Brook.
William Jones. Land. 
A considerable portion taken from the strand.
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Isaac Wynne. Two houses and land. 
Houses built upon the strand.

Public Koad.

Thomas Lyon. House and land.

Thomas Bobinson. House and land.

James Orme. Two houses and land.

The Eev. J. Brooks. House and land.

Luke Hamer. House and land.

John Jones. House and land.
These lands were originally enclosed from the strand rather below 

the line of high water. The sand has now drifted in front so as to bury 
the walls, and banks have formed.

John Waring. Land and cottages. 
Open to the beach.

Koad to Eimrose, and brook dividing townships.

Township of Litherland. Parish of Sefton.

This township is situated near the entrance into the Mersey, 
and although much exposed to the sea, the lands abutting it 
do not appear to suffer so much as formerly. This may be 
accounted for by the change which has been gradually and 
imperceptibly taking place in the direction of the principal 
stream entering into the river, and to the constant accumu 
lation of drift sand in some degree making up the waste 
occasioned by the tide water. No material changes take place 
in the tide marks.

The Eight Hon. the Earl of Sefton is Lord of the Manor, 
for which a court is regularly held. His lordship claims also 
the exclusive right to the strand, and in several sales lately 
made adjoining thereto, purchasers are restricted from using 
it except for bathing upon, passing over, and taking sand, 
gravel, &c., according to the conditions of their respective 
agreements.
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Names of the owners of land fronting the sea:  
Eimrose brook, boundary of township. 
Mr. James Muspratt. House and land. 
Mr. Henry Francis Penny. House and land. 
Part of the strand enclosed.

Private Road.

Mr. Robert Bickersteth. Land.
Mr. William Potter. Land.
Open to the beach.

Private Road.
Messrs. John Bibby and William Potter. Land.

Private Road.

Mr. Thomas Avison. Land.
Mr. John Kalshaw. Land.
Enclosed in front by rails about the line of high water.

Thomas Belshaw. Land.
George Crosfield. House and land.
Thomas Avison. House and land.
Miss Avison. House and land.
Enclosed in front by rails about the line of high water.

Robt. Lund Roberts. Two houses and land. 
Rev. John Jones. House and land. 
Mr. John Kilshaw. House and land. 
Open to the beach.

Township of Great Crosby. Parish of Sefton.

This township is below the entrance or mouth of the river, 
and lies open to the sea.

The land, although much exposed, is little affected, except 
about Crosby Point, by its waters, in consequence of being 
in part protected by a barrier of sandhills, and the drift sand 
filling up the waste occasioned by the wash of the tide.

The line of high water seems to be receding, but that of 
low water does not materially alter.

/I
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There are not any enclosures on the strand.
William Blundell, Esq., is Lord of the Manor ; claims the 

exclusive right to the strand; and, unless under special agree 
ment, restricts persons owning lands abutting from the use of 
it, except passing over.

Proprietors of lands on the edge of the sea: 
Great George Koad.
Proprietors of the Crosby Sea-bank Hotel and Cottages. 

Hotel and land in front.
The same Proprietors. Six cottage-houses and land.
John Kilshaw. Land.
Thomas Smith. House and land.
Eobert Rawstorne. House and land.
John Kilshaw. House and land.
Mrs. Myers. House and land.
   Fisher. House and land.
South Road.
John Broadbent. House and land.
Margaret Bird. House and land.
John Van Zeller. House and land.
John Kilshaw. House and land.
Margaret Bird. Two houses and land.
The Rev. Fred. Anson. House and land.
Margaret Sharrock. House and land.
Elizabeth Brown. House and land.
John Kilshaw. House and land.
Margaret Colley. House and land.
John Van Zeller. Three houses and land.
William Watmough. House and land.
John Williams. House and land.
Thomas Mellor. House and land.
Margaret Bird. House and land.
Richard M. Beckwith. House and land.
George Holden. House and land.
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Mrs. Jones. House and land. 
Miss Mary Rowe. Two houses and land. 
Mrs. Ellen Gaskell. Two houses and land. 
Miss Robinson. Two houses and land.
    Webster. House and land.
Joseph Holland. House and land.
Joseph Muson. Two houses and land.
Major Roe. House and land.
Kent Street.
William Lupton. Three houses and land.
Edward Gillon. Land.
Mary Hartley. Land.
Edward Burne. Land.
John Postlethwaite Padley. Land.
Charles Padley. Land.
Edward Gillon. Land.
Mary Hartley. Land.
Edward Burne.
Thomas Aquila Dale and Richard Harhord. Land.
   Chaffers. Land. 
The Rev.   Formby. Land. 
Charles Horsfall. House and land. 
Private Road.
   Greenall. Bath and land.
James Williams and Co. Land.
Ralph Greenhough and Thomas Lowry. Land.
Thomas Tasker. Land.
William Blundell, Esq. Sandhills and warren.

Little Crosby Township, Parish of Sefton.

This township is situated in the estuary of the Mersey, 
and from its exposed situation is considerably affected by 
both winds and tide. The lands abutting the shore are 
composed of sandhills, and subject to constant change, but

A
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it does not appear that much is destroyed, the drift sand 
compensating for the wash of the tide. The river Alt dis 
charges its waters at the northern boundary, and runs along 
the entire front at no great distance from the line of high 
water. On the outside of it a large enclosure has been made 
by Lord Sefton.

About Crosby Point the trustees of the Liverpool Docks 
have a small piece of land on which they have erected a 
lighthouse ; the rest of the frontage belongs to the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Sefton and Win. Blundell, Esq.

Mr. Blundell is Lord of the Manor, and claims the exclu 
sive right to the strand, and holds a court regularly.

Township of Allcar, Parish of Altcar.

This township has a very limited frontage and lies partly 
in a bay bounded by the River Alt and Formby Point. The 
lands abutting the shore are of the same description of dreary 
sand hills as adjoining townships, but here not much affected 
by the tide.

An enclosure of about 150 acres of strand at the mouth 
of the Alt was commenced upon by the Commissioners of the 
Alt Drainage, about forty years ago, to protect their flood 
gates, and considerably extended and completed by the late 
Earl of Sefton.

The Right Honourable the Earl of Sefton is Lord of the 
Manor, and exercises all the usual rights.

Formby Township, Parish of Walton-on-the-Hill.

This township lies at the northern boundary of the estuary 
or bay of Liverpool, and it is to the turn of the coast here, 
called Formby Point, that the conservancy of the River 
Mersey is proposed to be extended.

The land bounding the shore in this district is composed of 
ridges of sand in its wildest form, and being greatly exposed
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to the action of winds and tides suffers considerably. These 
effects are perceptible in the destruction of large quantities of 
land in the vicinity of the landmark now in ruins near the 
edge of the shore, and about the life-boat house, which, 
when erected thirty-five years ago, stood one hundred yards 
inland, but now projects about three hundred yards before the 
hills and line of high water; in this period also at least three 
hundred yards have been taken from before the landmark.

The whole of the lands on the edge of the sea belong to 
the devisees of the late Eev. E. Formby, except the life-boat 
house, which is the property of the trustees of the Liverpool 
Docks.

The manorial rights are owned jointly by the executors of 
the late Charles Blundell, Esq., and by the devisees in trust 
under the will of the Rev. R. Formby. Courts are regularly 
held, but no authority appears to be .exercised on the strand.

[Blundell owns two-thirds, and Formby one-third. The (1 stone) em 
bankment at the mouth of the River Alt, made by a Commission and 
by Lord Sefton about forty years ago, and taken from the shore about 
150 acres. When the life-boat house was built, it stood at least 100 yards 
above high water mark, that is, amongst the sand hills; it is now 30 to 
40 yards in front of the hills. All this land has been destroyed in about 
thirty-five years. NOTE. That the burial ground amongst the sand 
hills near the boat house is used by the Catholics. 1839.]

LIVEBPOOL, 14iH DECEMBER, 1839.


