
ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE MERSEY DISTRICT,

1868.

By Henry Ecroyd Smith. 

(BEAD 16TH APBII, 1869.)

No general remarks are requisite in relation to our limited 
archaeological doings during the past twelvemonth, which will 
speak for themselves.

Roman Coin at Parkgate.

A labouring man recently turned out of the soil, in an 
arable field iu the vicinity of Parkgate, a second-brass coin 
of Claudius Ctesar, reverse LIBERTAS, AVG ; in the field a 
figure of Liberty standing.

The occurrence of even an odd coin of Roman fabrication 
is noteworthy in these sceptical days, when even Roman know 
ledge as well as utilization of our shores is denied by some 
local writers. The above incident adds a small but useful link 
to the growing chain of evidence utterly condemnatory of such 
a groundless theory.

Excavations at Wilderspool, near Warrington, 1868.

Dr. Kendrick, of Warrington, has kindly furnished the 
following account: "The excavations at Wilderspool, near 
" Warrington, have been carried on extensively during the 
"year 1868, and the increasing quantity of Roman remains
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" found there during this period furnishes undoubted confir- 
" nation of Dr. Kobson's idea, that this is really the site 
"of the 'Condate' of the 2nd and 10th Itinera of Antonine, 
" which here crossed at right angles. A map of the dis- 
" trict has become necessary to any particular description of 
" the excavations at Wilderspool, and before the commence- 
" ment of the next session of the Historic Society it is my 
" intention to have one made upon a sufficiently large scale 
" for present and future reference. On this occasion I shall 
" restrict my remarks to an enumeration of the Roman 
"remains -which have been found here during the year 1868.

" Fragments of Roman pottery have been exhumed in large 
" quantities, but the only entire specimen is a small hand- 
" lamp, bearing on its base the letters c F.FOCA.' The chief of 
" these fragments are of the ordinary coarse structure and 
"material, but there are also specimens of the blackened or 
" Upchurch ware, and of the finer sort, known as Samian. 
" Of these last the chief ornamentation consists of hunting 
"scenes and floral devices, representations of the human 
" figure being rare. In every other respect the specimens 
"resemble the ordinary relics of Samian ware.

" At an interval of a few months the base and capital of a 
" large stone pillar were exhumed, which may have formed 
" part of an outer portico or door-way. Although the design 
" is massive and bold, the execution is rude, marks of the 
" pick-axe being visible on the surface, which is thus appa- 
" rently left unfinished.

"The small hand-lamp, alluded to above, is the only entire 
" specimen ; it still retains the stains occasioned by the over- 
" flow of the oil with which it was formerly filled.

" There is a great demand for the sand of the locality for 
" building purposes, affording every prospect of these interest- 
"ing excavations being carried on vigorously in future, to the 
" great satisfaction of our local archaeologists."
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Occurrence of a Medieval Seal.

The descendant of an ancient but decayed Welsh family, 
for some time resident in Liverpool, being in very straitened 
circumstances, lately disposed of to Mr. J. Harris Gibson, a 
brass seal, which this gentleman has kindly brought under 
my notice for publication, as there can be little doubt of its 
preservation as an heir loom in a private family for a lengthened 
period. In common with the eccentric Mr. Micawber, anti 
quaries are always looking " for something to turn up," and 
this object thus rescued from oblivion, or the not improbable 
crucible, is as virtually unearthed as if dug from under a 
dozen feet of soil. The seal is in excellent preservation, 
produces a good impression, and measures, as represented, 
2j inches in length by nearly !i inches in breadth. The 
inscription round the rim runs 

){< SIGILLVM CVRIE CONS DIOCESIS ASSAPHEN,

(the seal of the Consistory Court of St. Asaph), the inter 
stices between the words being occupied by trefoils. The 
field comprises three compartments : in the centre the Judge 
sits under a canopy, robed, his left hand resting upon a 
clasped volume, roses and trefoils here occupying the inter 
stices. Above is a little scroll ornament, and below appears 
the coat of arms of this official, charged with a chevron 
between three stags' heads ajfronlees, with the date of 1571 
on top, much like the dates of Elizabeth's coins; but in this 
instance the arms divide the figures, two appearing to the 
left and the others to the right of the upper part of the 
coat, which Mr. Ffoulkes informs me is that of a descendant 
of Jarddur, Lord of l.leehwydwcha.

British seals are rarely found dated anteriorly to the 
seventeenth century, and enquiries upon the subject in the 
useful pages of Notes and Queries, vol. xii, third series, 
1867, have only educed mention of two personal ones or
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authentics, viz., one of Thomas de Beauchamp, 1344, and 
one of gilded steel, with folding handle, and manufactured for 
a member of the Stur family. Even of ecclesiastical dated 
seals but few specimens are known, the chief of these 
appertaining respectively to St. Augustine's Abbey, at Can 
terbury (the first year of Richard, King of England), 1189 ; 
Norwich, 1258; Winchester Cathedral, 1294; Cottingham 
Abbey, Yorkshire, 1322 ; Romney, 1358 (appearing as 1538, 
but the middle figures are believed to have been by some 
accident transposed) ; Aberdeen, double seal, 1430 ; Dean 
and Chapter of Canterbury, counter seal, 1540; Presbytery 
of Linlithgow, 1583. Upon the earliest of these examples 
the date appears in words ; in the succeeding ones, letters are 
employed ; and in the later, figures.

In the national coinage, dates first appear on the mintage 
of Edward the Sixth (1547 1553), the first known with a 
date being a testoon bearing, in letters, 1549. Numbers do 
not seem to have been introduced before the time of Philip 
and Mary, a sixpence of theirs being thus dated in 1554.

Taking all circumstances into account, the tardiness of 
our ancestors in adopting the French custom of recording the 
year of manufacture on coins and seals is remarkable and 
apparently unaccountable.

The head of the Consistory Court of St. Asaph, at the 
period in question, would doubtlessly be Thos. Davies, D.D., 
the Diocesan, who held the see 1502 1573, and was born at 
Llanbedr-y-Cennen, near Conway. It is very satisfactory to 
know that this interesting Welsh seal is now in possession of 
W. Wynne Ffoulkes, Esq., of Chester, an ardent collector of 
all remains illustrative of the history of the Principality.

Miscellaneous Objects.

Mr. H. G. Boorn Thompson exhibited at one of our 
November meetings the remains of a curious instrument in
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hard stone, lately found by himself in a deep drainage- 
cutting, from twelve to fourteen feet below the level of Chat 
Moss, and at a considerable distance from any trace of culti 
vation. The article is about one inch thick, and six inches 
long, narrow at one extremity but gradually broadening out 
to the other, but at this end is much fractured; if edged here 
it has no doubt been a primitive adze or hatchet.

The same gentleman showed a Half-Shilling of Queen 
Elizabeth, dated 1580, a year in which, according to Mr. 
Hawkins's synoptical table of the reign, the only pieces issued 
from the mint were half-shillings and quarter-shillings, since 
better known as sixpences and three-penny pieces. The first 
coinage of Elizabeth contained no half shillings, but com 
mencing with 1561 the denomination was so regularly issued 
that Mr. Hawkins makes it the standard of his synopsis of 
this long reign. The mint-mark in this example is a plain 
cross, a device used from 1577 to 1581. The coin was met 
with at Hurst Hall, ten miles north-westward of Manchester, 
a Tudor mansion now converted into a farm-house, but occu 
pied by successive members of one family for the last century 
and a half. The portion of the park grounds where it was 
unearthed (8 inches deep), had not previously been ploughed 
within memory of the residents.

The writer, whilst bathing last August, picked from the 
beach opposite North Egremont a well formed arrow-point in 
bluish flint, one and a half inches long and of oval shape. 
Though evidently much abraded through long exposure to 
tidal action among the pebbles, it still exhibits the remains of 
a barb on either side. This object has no doubt been washed 
from the debris of the adjacent clay bank now protected by 
the river wall.

PRODUCE OF THE SEA-BEACH OF CHESHIRE. 
The absence of propitious winds in connection with mode-
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rately high tides during the past year has resulted in a very 
meagre show of relics, the larger portion of which have heen 
added to the collection of Mr. Charles Potter.

The waste of the sand-brows between the house of Mr. Shaw 
at Great Meols and the Leasowe embankment continues as 
yet unabated, but at the former or westward point it is very 
probable that the steady extension of the Hoyle bank, now 
stealing opposite so as to be fast replacing the old " Dove" or 
" Drinkwater" spit of half a century ago, will effect ere long a 
sensibly protective influence. In this case a great diminution 
of the mediaeval objects must be looked for, whilst the inte 
resting and valuable Saxon ones may never more occur 
through tidal exposure, and only be met with as the result of 
incidental delving.

Before proceeding with the report, notice-should be taken, 
in the interests of truth, of a most mendacious little publica 
tion purporting to be a " Guide to Hoylake, the Hoylake 
Railway and neighbourhood, by Braithwaite Poole," issued in 
this town within the last two years. Soon after appearance 
the author received a well-merited castigation at the hands 
of a contributor to a local and critical journal, but the writer 
of the article not being scientific has left unnoticed many 
capital points, which will be touched upon in their order. 
Instead of proving a Guide, the work

" Leads to bewilder and dazzles to blind,"

and, possessing far more false statements than pages, is aptly 
defined in that severest of critiques, " All that is new is not 
" true, and what is true is not new." In short, its publication 
is a discredit alike to the so-called clever author, the poor 
little bantling-line it tries to bring into notice, and the great 
town which has given it birth.

In the first paragraph, the distance from Woodside Ferry 
to the nearest terminus for, like Mr. Bright's celebrated Skye
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terrier, this railway has no distinguishable head or tail is 
incorrectly given by this little railway maunger. The same 
page acquaints us that the " noble river" Mersey was thus 
designated after " Belasamain, Queen of Heaven," copied no 
doubt from the excellent introduction to " Mawdsleys Direc 
tory for Wirral (1861)," but this unfounded assumption of 
Whittaker, handed down by others, has been satisfactorily 
controverted by Mr. T. T. Wilkiuson and other recent authors, 
and is thoroughly exploded. Mersey was originally mere-sea, 
and named from the salt marshes of which it was composed 
before the waters of the Irwell forsook their old channel down 
the Broxbourne valley towards Dee. Now Mersey is a fine 
estuary of the sea, ever increasing in volume and straighten 
ing in its main channel, and though still familiarly spoken of 
as "the river" opposite Liverpool, yet the term is wholly 
incorrect in a descriptive " Guide" for strangers.

In the next paragraph Wallasey is called a " fishing village," 
and the water tower of the whole district is made to belong 
to it, neither assertion being founded on fact. Passing the 
outrageous description of " countless numbers of steamers, 
" blockade runners, and other large ships and frigates," as 
seen from the docks station, the reader is transported on the 
wings of the author's imagination to Bidston church, which 
is said to be " nestled among lofty trees," which Nature cannot 
for the life of her raise in this exposed marine locality; whilst 
the building itself, the tower of which fortunately retains 
some ivy on its western front, is said to be "nearly covered" 
by this picturesque climber.

Further on, Mr. Poole gravely informs us that the hill 
above is " formed of boulder-stone," a piece of startling news 
for Mr. G. H. Morton, who will be constrained humbly to 
revise his " Geology" of the district at the feet of this new 
Professor. As for accuracy, we might with equal reason be 
told that Bidston hill consists of Welsh slate or granite ;

,
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nay it would only have been in keeping with the unbounded 
impudence of these pages, had their concoctor endeavoured 
to tempt travellers to " the line" by the declaration of 
auriferous quarts!

Under the heading of MEOLS, this name is erroneously 
said to be pronounced Meltz, a misconception of Melse, 
which, by the by, never meant " pasturage," neither did it 
originate with the Meoles (not Meolses') family, for both are 
derived from the adjacent sandhills !

Mr. Poole continues, " here we find a large pond, belong- 
" ing to the Railway Company, made for the accommodation 
" of passengers, tojish in, and skate upon ; another pond, of 
" still larger dimensions, is likewise available at Hoylake." 
The best comment on this are the facts of the Meols pit 
having been dug to supply material for the adjacent roadway 
over the line, whilst the shallow pool at the Hoylake terminus 
was formed in consequence of other ballasting requisites. 
The latter was dried up last summer, and thus the kind 
providence of the directors was neutralised. A more flagi 
tious attempt upon the gullibility of the public, than the 
statement just quoted, can hardly be imagined; had this 
scientific and literary brochure been issued early on some 
first of April morning, it might have passed as a poor at 
tempt at humour, but the seriousness of the writer is 
unquestioned.

HOYIAK.E, though the most modern name in the whole 
district, we are now told " may be said to embrace the town 
ships of Little Meols, Hoose, and Great Meols; but as well 
might Seacombe or Bebington be called Birkenhead. Its 
name is most absurdly said to be derived from small craft 
called " hoys," instead of the Eye or island now called Hilbre, 
(a few centuries back the three islets formed but one,) Eye- 
lake becoming corrupted into Hoylake.* The soil is incor-

* See Transactions, New Series, Vol. VIII, p. 101.
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rectly said to be " on gravel and sand," whereas in the village 
the only soil, if such it can be termed, is sand alone, whilst 
the sod of the neighbouring fields landward covers a turfy bed. 

No further proof of the incompetency and ignorant con 
ceit of this writer is needed than his penultimate paragraph 
supplies. " Much has been said and written to prove that 
" Hoylake rests on the top of a submarine forest, and that 
" it has been a Roman station." No writer has ever made 
such statements, but Mr. Poole may rest assured that neither 
he nor any one else can disprove the existence, between Great 
Meols and Leasowe, of subterraneous remains of two early 
and long extinct wood-growths, above which primeval, Romano- 
British, and mediaeval objects have been found, incontestibly 
proving a series of successive occupations, extending through 
all periods of this country's history. Many other instances 
of gross misstatement might be pointed out, but those pro 
duced suffice to exemplify the utter untrustworthiness of 
this local " Guide."

Primeval.

1 Piece of slaty limestone cut into a rhomboidal shape, 
such as occurs in tumuli of early character, though it 
is but recently these objects have attracted the notice 
of antiquaries, who incline to the opinion that they 
 were used for polishing purposes. This example was 

. found by the writer on the side of Thurstanston Hill, 
on the highest point of which he picked up some 
years ago a flint chisel, or rather the finely ground 
and bevelled extremity of one, a beautiful example of 
uncivilised manipulation.

J Limestone. A rudely fashioned arrow point. 
19 Objects of flint or silicious limestone, pointed, hooked, 

or in other ways edged, including a few of the so-called 
" Scrapers," supposed to have been chiefly used by 
our primitive ancestors for cleaning skins. 

p
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Jtomnno- British.

1 Billon or Base Silver Denarim of Marcus C. Latienus, 
POSTUMUS, Usurper in Gaul, A.D. 260 to 207. The 
reverse has been so badly struck, or possibly injured 
in recoining, as to render its inscription around a 
standing male figure quite illegible.

1 Third Brass apparently of the Tetnci, the obverse 
bearing a bust of the father and the reverse that of 
his son; neither of the inscriptions are legible.

2 Bronze Studs, of small size, probably from a strap.
3 Dress Pins, fragmentary, plain.
1 Buckle, with central transverse bar for acus.
3 Bow Fibulae ; one, a plain but substantial brooch, nearly 

Sin. long, found by the writer upon- a short range of 
the shore where Saxon objects have almost exclusively 
occurred, and lying considerably to westward of the 
Boman area. It is an additional instance to the 
numerous ones furnished by the exploration of the 
Bev. Bryan Faussett a century ago, of Boman-British 
objects, continuing in use to some extent far into the 
era of Pagan Saxondom. The prevailing notion that 
immediately upon the retirement of the Boman mer 
cenaries from this country in the fifth century, its 
whole civilization collapsed, is simply an absurd 
popular error, based, like most, of its class, upon 
mere assumption. This civilization, exercised for 
three centuries, could not possibly have pervaded 
the highest class merely, but favourably modified 
more or less every rank of life in this fine province. 
It is a poor compliment to pay the prosperous and 
intelligent population of this period, to assent to its 
sudden relapse into the semi-barbarism of the Gaul or 
Britain of Cffisar's day.
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1 Fibula of the same shape, but more slightly formed; of 
later date, and probably made in the transition period 
just mentioned.

2 TERRA-COTTA. Fragments of " Samian Ware," washed 
out of the blue clay and left by the tide upon the 
surface of the upper forest-bed.

1 GLASS. Pin-head of transparent emerald green.
By far the most valuable discovery of the year is 

that of human cremated remains of this period, charac 
terised by peculiar if not extraordinarily exceptional 
circumstances. The writer has repeatedly noticed 
portions of burnt bones embedded in the upper blue 
clay mentioned, but these had never been identified as 
human, although strongly suspected to be such. The 
various skeletons which at times have occurred on this 
shore, as the notorious one at Leasowe in 18G4, 
and a still more recent example in the brow near the 
" Bedstones," are, without exception, of recent origin ; 
in short, no human remains of a really early date had 
been recognised.

The writer, accompanied by a young friend, was 
lingering in the gathering shades of an August evening 
near the old forest stumps, hoping ere departure to 
find some relic of this period, when a circular patch 
of black matter on the blue clay attracted his attention. 

  Though already ravaged by the tide, it nevertheless 
retained what proved to be portions of the cremated 
head of a child, of from 8 to 10 years of age, including 
fragments of the crown and back of the skull and a 
couple of incisors. The blackened brain and charcoal 
confined nearly to the capacity of the skull, had 
naturally given the idea of an interment in a round 
hole or possibly an urn, though no signs of such a 
receptacle remained. The absence of fragments of 

P 2
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other and larger hones, however, excited suspicion as 
to the correctness of this view, and led to a further 
search, resulting in the discovery of portions of the 
leg hones extended at length; hut these had heen 
subjected to so much superincumbent pressure as to 
be flattened together, and what with this fracture and 
their humid condition it was with the greatest difficulty 
a few pieces from one to two inches long could be 
cleaned from the unctuous soil for examination.

Evidence was secured that, for the purpose of this 
very unusual inhumation, the blue silt probably 
forming at the time the surface-stratum had been 
removed to the extent of about 4 feet by 1, in which 
the partially cremated remains of a child were 
deposited at length, with the head to the west, in a 
bed of sand, as a much dryer material than the silt. 
Although the grave had been dug in the closest 
proximity to the upper surface of the higher forest 
bed, they had not come into actual contact, and the 
fact suggests the query was the latter known to the 
inhabitants of the district at this period ? It is 
possible that the encroaching sea had not yet attacked 
it, but even were this the case at the distance of a 
mile or more seaward, the presence here of such a bed 
may not even have been suspected.

Instances of cremated human remains being interred 
at length, have heen so rare, that it will probably prove 
a very difficult task to find a parallel case. Although 
the general use of the rogus or funereal pile of the 
Romans was discontinued by them some time anterior 
to the withdrawal of their troops from Britain, yet 
isolated cases recur up to a late date, and, more 
puzzling still, tumuli of the Anglo-Saxon period in 
Derbyshire and elsewhere have produced cinerary urns
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unquestionably the manufacture of this Scandinavian 
race, though probably of earlier date than the intro 
duction of Christianity, or at least its diffusion through- 
out the heptarchal kingdom.

Whatever opinion we may entertain on this point, 
it seems clear that the present case of deposition has 
been effected during a transition-period, whether it be 
termed late Roman or early Saxon, and this point 
conceded, a remarkable confirmation is supplied to the 
writer's arguments in previous annual notices, in favour 
of this identical blue silt being a product or forma 
tion of at least a portion of the Roman-British era, 
the objects then lost sinking through water, as around 
the crannoges, and becoming enveloped in the con 
stantly accreting residuum below. Upon the drainage 
or evaporization of the mere, this bed would soon be 
covered, as we find it by drift sand during westerly 
gales, some of wliich has apparently been utilized to 
pad the otherwise damp receptacle for the dead.

Saron.

1 BRONZE. Pin-Brooch, with cruciform ornaments. 
] Ear-ring.
1 GLASS. Head of a Pin, of a dull green colour and 

opaque.

Mediaeval.

3 SILVER. Pennies* of Henry II, 1 minted at London, 
2 uncertain.

6 Ditto of Henry III, viz., 2 London, 1 Bristol, 1 Glou 
cester, and 2 uncertain.

2 Ditto of Edward I or II, 1 London, 1 Lincoln.

* A few odd halved pieces are included in this designation. AB yet no two 
halves found on this shore have been identified as originally one.
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2 Halfpennies, Edw. II, of the London mint. One of 
these is one division of a quartered piece, thus consti 
tuting a mite in value.

I Farthing, Edward II, London.
1 Brooch of quatrefoil form, with fleur-de-lys in the angles; 

centre a round cusp, with chequered base, which was 
probably filled with coloured pastes.

2 Fermails, plain.
3 LATTEN. Brooches, various, imperfect. 
2 Fermails, respectively fin. and £in. diameter, perfect. 
6 Dress-pins, including several ornamented heads. 
2 Needles, 2^ in. and Ijin. long.
1 Key, formed as usual from a piece of sheathing.
2 Rings of uncertain date. 
2 Ear-rings.
2 Finyer-rint/s.
3 Rings, plain, of various thickness and uses. 

91 Attachments of Stra/is or Girdles, viz., 28 Buckles,
(including fragments, but of different examples) ;
13 Hasp*, 4 Keepers, 9 Tags, 19 Bosses and Studs,
and 18 other small ornaments. 

1 Handle of cofferet, or drawer of a small box. 
1 Loop, possibly from the frame of a gypciere or purse. 
1 Portion of Ornament, elaborately executed. 
I Fishhook, 2 in. long. 
8 PEWTER OR LEAD. Brooches. One rectangular; another

bearing rim of roses, alternating with ornamental
cusps in high relief, which have lost their coloured
settings ; the third has been inscribed, but is only a
fragment. 

1 Chape of Dagger-sheath, with pierced ornament, \\ in.
long.

1 Spatula, well tempered, and probably used in pharmacy. 
1 Pendant of a Girdle, inscribed I.H.S.



19 Attachments to Straps, viz., 2 Buckles, 1 Hasp, 1 Tag, 
and 15 Studs.

4 Rings, plain and ornamented.
6 Links, of small size, from a chain ; a perfect one has an 

acorn-shaped termination.
5 Fragments from the mountings of wooden cofferets.
1 Head of a large dress or hair pin, which possesses a 

lateral orifice communicating with the central per 
foration.

1 Net-sinker, rectangular, with numerous partial perfora 
tions, only one being completed. Found upon the 
New Brighton shore.

1 Spindle-whorl.
4 IRON.   Clench-bolts from old boats.
1 Knife, with carved bone handle, IGth century.
3 Hooks, various.
1 IVORY OR BONE. Handle of knife just mentioned, 

carved in striated and herring-bone patterns.
1 Handle of a smaller knife, with carved ornament, 2^ in.
1 LEATHER. Buy's Boot, 9 in. long, cut from one piece 

of tanned leather, and the inner side from the heel 
severed diagonally in a chevroned or vandyked man 
ner. It was tightened at the ankle by an incision 
from the top, laced by a leathern thong. Date 15th 
or 16th century.

26 TERRA COTTA. Fragments of Household Crocks, of 
12th to 17th century, many unglazed, others partially 
so. A few are ornamented with rudely incised pat 
terns, and others blackened through use (or abuse,) 
on the fire; two have apparently been broken into a 
square form, probably for draughts or other game. 
Several of the above were found on Hilbre.

3 GLASS. Beads, including both the globular and annular 
shape, straw-coloured.



1 Head of a Pin, straw-coloured.
1 STONE. Spindle-whorl, Sin. diameter.

Later English.

This may be the best place for recording the discovery 
upon Hilbre by Mr. Hughes, of the foundation of a 
circular building, excavated in the solid rock close to 
the present verge of the western cliff, and about 100 
yards N.W. of the telegraph station. That it has been 
formed for no common purpose, the semi-circular 
hollow, evidently for the revolution of a wheel several 
feet in diameter, and the irregular horizontal compart- 
ments filling up the ground floor, incontestably prove. 
Before investigation it was assumed to be the remains 
of the mediaeval lighthouse here sustained though 
how long history sayeth not but the probability is 
strongly in favour of its proving the basework of 
machinery for raising the sea water in connection with 
the adjacent salt works mentioned in the writer's last 
report, several walls of which yet remain like the 
sandstone rock foundations, but little beneath the sod. 
This appropriation is confirmed by the existence of a 
channel one foot wide also cut in the rock, and con 
tinued to the cliff's edge, down which the waste water 
could pass off. Mr. Charles Hardwick, who visited 
Hilbre soon after the discovery, has kindly promised 
a plan of the excavated rock from a sketch and 
admeasurements taken on the spot. In addition, one 
section of the superior arch of masonry completing 
the circular stono enclosure for the wheel, was dug up 
close by.

1 COPPER Halfpenny of Charles II, " Carolus a Carolo. " 
3 BRASS Knee Buckles, 3^, 2|-, and 2 inches long respec 

tively.
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1 Brooch in form of a flower, surrounded by 6 smaller 
ones affixed to a disc, temp. Queen Anne.

2 PEWTER, Knee Buckles, one 3j by 2 inches.
1 Portion of a Mould.
3 TERRA COTTA Heads of Clay Tobacco Pipes of 16th

century, devoid of potters' marks.
8 Ditto of 17th century; marks, "THOMAS NEYS " on the 

rest, and " H. P." in a radiated semicircle or horse 
shoe ornament.

3 Ditto of 18th century, -without marks. 
1 Mould in pipe-clay for rifle bullets, exteriorly heptagonal. 

Animal remains from the various littoral strata have 
occurred less numerously than usual, though they include 
bones or teeth of deer, horses, oxen, swine, sheep, and 
dogs. No fine antlers have recently occurred, and the 
few small horns of the Bos Lonyifrons belonged to 
immature individuals. The skull of a small species of 
whale, found to eastward of the Leasowe embankment, 
proves the sixth cetacean relic recorded on this shore in 
a fossil state. Its measurements are length 10^ inches, 
breadth 9 inches, spinal orifice If by If inches.

282 Total number of objects of archseological interest found 
in or near the sea-beach of Cheshire, irrespective of 
human and animal remains.

SYNOPSIS. 

1. DATE.
Primeval ..................... 22
Romano-British............... 15
Anglo-Saxon.................. 3
Mediseval ..................... 219
Late English ............... 23
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2. MATERIAL.
Silver........................... 17
Bronze and Latten ......... 137
Pewter and Lead ............ 46
Iron ........................ .. 8
Terra-cotta and Glass ...... 48
Stone........................... 23
Ivory or Bone ............... 2
Leather....................... 1
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