
ON AUTOGEAPHS.

By Nicholas Waterhouse Esq., Honorary Secretary. 

(READ I4in FBBBUABY, 1867.)

I SUPPOSE there is no pursuit to -which educated men have 
devoted their attention, which has developed itself in so many 
ways as that of forming collections. The vast buildings and 
the public grants which have been made for providing accom 
modation for our national collections and for increasing their 
often unwieldy size, are proofs that a large portion of the 
community regard them as useful and instructive. If we 
merely enumerate the classes into which collections are 
divided and subdivided, we find their name is Legion. Look 
at Natural History: every department of it affords employment 
for numerous bands of collectors, some devoting themselves 
to stuffed birds, others to nests and eggs, others to moths and 
butterflies, others to dried flowers and ferns, others to fir-cones 
and wood, others to corals, sponges and shells, and others to 
relics of primeval times, to trilobites, to ammonites, and to 
ichthyolites.

Antiquities may lay claim to as zealous a band of followers, 
according to their taste or their means, devoting their attention 
to bronzes, to coins, to antique gems, or to Etruscan vases. 
Again the collectors of ancient pottery and of glass find 
a rich harvest in the beautiful creations of former ages. 
The collectors of prints and old books have a field of 
their own with many sub-divisions, and find happiness in 
gathering together old divinity, or old Bibles, or Elzevirs,
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or Shakspeare literature or Civil War tracts, or the works 
of Albert Durer, or of Kaphael Morghen, or of Strange.

And there are collectors of personal relics. The Hon. 
Mrs. Dawson Darner had a collection of the hair of celebrated 
men. She counted herself happy in possessing among her 
hirsute treasures, relics shorn from the heads of Nelson, 
Napoleon and Wellington ; and she mentions that she begged 
Mehemet Ali to give her a lock of his hair. Unfortunately 
the Pasha's head being shaved, he could only promise that 
she should inherit part of his beard after his death. There 
are collections of watches, of snuff boxes, of walking sticks 
and of buttons. There is a most curious collection of shoes 
in the possession of a distinguished English antiquary, 
C. Roach Smith, Esq., commencing with the boots of a 
bishop, A.D. 721, and containing the shoes of many of the 
frail beauties of the court of Charles II, labelled with the 
names of the gallants who stole them.*

Yet amid all these various classes of collectors, I venture 
to put in a plea for the autograph collector. If the collector 
of snail shells, or of spiders, or of beetles is usefully employed 
in advancing the interests of science, surely the man is equally 
well employed who is engaged in giving us some personal 
acquaintance with the great and the good who have passed 
away. It is true we have not to go far to meet with detractors. 
For instance, Dr. Hook, in his Lives of the Archbishops, 
compares the collectors of monkish relics in the middle ages 
to those in the present day who collect " autographs and 
'* salivated postage stamps." The late Hartley Coleridge, in 
a letter to a friend of mine, writes in the same strain. He 
Says " Whilst the rage for autographs lasts we have little 
" right to reproach the Church of Eome for her relics of the

  Edinburgh Review, No. 254. It may be mentioned that the heels of the 
shoes of the ladies of the court of Louis XIV, were often ornamented with 
paintings by the first artists of the day.
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" Virgin's milk and Magdalen's tears." On tbe other Land, 
I may quote a letter addressed some years ago by Miss Aikin 
to a member and a former Vice-President of this Society, 
which is now lying on the table : " You must not compare 
" yourself to Monkbarns, but rather to Old Mortality; for 
" you, like him, wish to perpetuate the memory of persons 
" whom you regard as worthy of respect in connection with 
" the places which once knew them. It cheers me to know 
" that in an age aptly characterised by the American vul- 
" garism, ' go a-head,' there are still some refined and generous 
" spirits left to cherish the thoughts of those whose work is 
" done, from whom nothing more can be expected." If " the 
" noblest study of mankind is man," so will this pursuit, 
which brings scenes of the past more vividly before us, have 
claims on our attention. The worn paper, the faded ink, the 
direction, the seal, the peculiarity of the handwriting, the 
alterations or erasures, all tend to stamp the contents of the 
letter on our imagination much more impressively than if we 
had merely glanced over the same in print.

The interest excited by autographs is much of the same 
kind as that which has been experienced, in days not long 
gone by, when the prince of stone-masons, Hugh Miller, in his 
working dress, lectured to brilliant assemblies on the wonders 
which had occurred in his own Cromarty Frith on the 
ichthyolites, which his hammer had done so much to reveal, 
and

" Which were baked in stane pies afore Adam 
" Gied names to the haddock and cod ;"

or to the interest which was felt last winter, when John, 
Macgregor, in his boating dress, with his own Bob Hoy before 
him, told the tale how he had paddled his own canoe through 
one thousand miles of lake and river. These little accessories 
gave a reality which kid gloves and evening dress never could 
supply.
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We find that the interest attached to autographs is by no 
means confined to modern times ; there were collectors in 
ancient Greece and Rome, and ancient  writers mention the 
great value attached to the letters of Artaxerxes, to the cor 
respondence of Alexander the Great and of Aristotle, and to 
the letters of Titus to Josephus. The autographs of Cicero, 
of Virgil, and of several other Latin writers are mentioned in 
writings which have come down to us from classical times.* 
But, unfortunately, skins, parchment and paper are at the 
hest of a perishable character, and every manuscript and letter 
and document of that period has long since mouldered into 
dust. The papyrus rolls of Egypt are much older, but they 
hardly come within our present subject, nor are their contents 
of popular interest.

The modern rage for collecting autographs originated in 
Germany, after the Reformation and the invention of printing 
had induced men to read and therefore to write more, and 
had given an immense impulse in every direction to the 
mental progress of mankind. The fashion of albums (alba 
amicoruni) was then first introduced, and the extent to which 
it prevailed is proved by there being six hundred such volumes 
in the British Museum. Amongst them is the album of 
Christopher Arnold, Professor of History at Nuremburg, 
which was formed during the years 1649 to 1672, and which 
contains the very rare signature of John Milton, 1651.

The interest which has of late years been taken in auto 
graphs and autographic manuscripts is shown by the number 
of fac-similes which have been published. Amongst these 
may be mentioned Nichols' Royal Autographs (1829) ; the 
fac-similes by Joseph and Frederick Netherclift ; several 
publications by Netherclift and Sims, including the Handbook 
of Autographs, which appeared in 1862, taken chiefly from 
historical letters in the British Museum. Several similar 

* Edinburgh Seview, No. 254.
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publications have also been brougbt out on the Continent  
one of them, the Sammlung hitttorisch beriihmten Auto 
graphen, (Stuttgart, 1846,) is on the table, the price very 
moderate and the English historical fac-similes it contains 
very well executed. A few years ago a French paper, called 
L'Autographe, made its appearance in Paris, and was fol 
lowed by a similar paper in London, called The Autographic 
Mirror both were published at exceedingly moderate prices.

The Autographic Album, by Lawrence B. Phillips, with 
four hundred and seventy fac-similes, lithographed by 
F. G. Netherclift, has just made its appearance the spe 
cimens chiefly taken from the British Museum and the 
collections of P. O'Callaghan and George Manners, Esqs. 
Fac-similes of manuscripts from the time of William the 
Conqueror to Queen Anne, are now being published by 
Government in four volumes (of a guinea each). The two 
volumes which have appeared are beautifully executed in 
photo-zincography and reflect great credit on the Keeper of 
Her Majesty's Eecords and the Director of the Ordnance 
Survey.

At the close of this paper I shall give some account of the 
collections of autographs belonging to members of this 
Society. The collection formed by the late Dr. Raffles 
and now in the possession of his son, Thomas Stamford 
Baffles, Esq., is too well known to require any description 
from me; but no collection in this neighbourhood can be 
compared with that formed by the late Dawson W. Turner 
of Yarmouth, which Dr. Raffles termed " unrivalled." It was 
especially rich in letters of the time of the Great Rebellion, 
and contained sixty-eight letters from Charles I, fourteen 
from Lord Clarendon, eight from the Marquis of Montrose, 
seventeen from Prince Rupert, eight from Sir Thomas Fairfax, 
twenty-one from James I, four from Oliver Cromwell, four 
from Archbishop Leighton ; also, five from Queen Elizabeth,
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twenty-five from the Duke of Maryborough, thirteen from 
Sir Isaac Newton, thirty-three from Linnaeus, sixty-eight 
from Cowper, thirty-one from Roscoe, twenty-one from Wilkie, 
eighty-five letters from members of the Medici family ; also, 
a number of letters from various members of the Buonaparte 
family ; from Frederick the Great, Bossuet, Fenelon, Marshal 
Turenne ; from members of the Wesley family ; from Sir 
Joseph Banks; from Dr. Parr, Dr. S. Clarke, Cobbett, 
Crabbe, &c. This collection was sold in 1859, many of the 
most valuable lots being taken by the British Museum. The 
collection of interest with which I am best acquainted was 
the one which belonged to my late friend, William Gregson, 
and which had been chiefly formed and arranged by his 
sister. It commenced with a letter written by Sir Walter 
Scott, which some unappreciative genius had tossed across 
an inn table, saying " Here's a letter of Scott's. Would 
" any one like it ? The man's only a rank Tory." And from 
this beginning, in thirty or forty years a very interesting 
collection was formed, which was particularly valuable from 
Mr. Gregson's official and legal labours, in drawing out the 
Reform Bill and the various criminal acts passed by Sir 
Robert Peel, having brought him into intimate connection 
with many of the leading statesmen of the day.

The oldest autographs are generally official documents 
signed and sealed by some one in authority writing being 
a rare accomplishment in olden times, and the seal as im 
portant as the sign manual. At the present day in the East 
the seal alone is used.* A collection of signatures is by no 
means as interesting as one of letters, still it has its interest. 
In Mr. Gregson's collection there was a document to which 
he always attached great value. It had been issued by the

* If we have not very ancient signatures, we have seals, which were em 
ployed in place of signatures, of very great antiquity. Some of the Chaldean 
cylinders are believed to be as old as 1700 to 2000 years before Christ.
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Council at Calcutta during the rule of Warren Hastings, and 
hore his signature together with those of Sir Philip Francis 
and his colleagues. It required but little imagination to 
picture the stirring scenes which were enacted at that council 
board. During the past autumn, I was looting over two old 
visitors' books in a Swiss inn, the first for the years 1817 and 
1818, the second from 1819 to 1823. It was extremely 
curious to read over the names and find among them those of 
men just free from the Universities, unconscious of the 
honourable and distinguished career  which lay before them. 
There was the signature of Lord Francis Leveson Gower, 
together with that of his travelling companion, a young 
clergyman named the Eev. C. T. Longley. The latter was to 
become successively Master of Harrow, Bishop of Ripon, 
Archbishop of York, and now Archbishop of Canterbury and 
Primate of all England the former to attain distinction in 
letters and politics, to assume a name better known to us, 
Lord Francis Egerton, to become President of this Society, 
to be raised to the House of Peers; and though it is not long 
since he was gathered to his fathers, a third Earl of Ellesmere 
now occupies his place. There was the signature of Lord 
Ashley, unconscious of the wrongs of the factory operatives, 
or of the part he was to play in the ragged school and re 
formatory movement. There was the signature of Whewell, 
known as the successful Sizar, but many years before he 
assumed his great office, the Mastership of Trinity. There 
were the names of Thirlwall and Philpott, long before they 
dreamed of the mitres of St. David's and of Worcester.

The men who visited Switzerland fifty years ago have done 
good work in the world ; if the Alpine men of the present 
day, who evince so strong a desire to win " the most com- 
" manding stations on this wide earth," do as well, the public 
may be satisfied. At that time a visit to Engelberg or across 
the Brunig would be regarded in much the same light as we



70

now regard some of the glacier passes, such as the Strahleck 
or the Alphubel.

It is a question whether the mere collection of signatures 
is worth the trouble it entails whether it is not lost labour 
to attempt, as is sometimes done, to procure the franks of all 
the 658 members of a certain Parliament. The same may be 
said of collections of signatures of those who have filled 
certain official positions, as Presidents of certain learned 
societies, of Bishops &c. The interest of a collection evapo 
rates as it becomes too diffuse.

An autograph to be of intrinsic value must either have 
been written by some person of distinction, or must throw 
light on some remarkable person or event. Some of the royal 
autographs are extremely curious. If photographs have made 
us familiar with living royal families, and done a little to 
destroy " the divinity that doth hedge a king," some of the 
old autographs have done so still more for those whom we 
only know in. history. For instance, there is a note of 
Charles II when a child 

* My Lord
I would not have you take too much Phisick : for it doth 

allwaies make me worse, and I think it will do the like with you. 
I ride every day and am ready to follow any other directions from 
you. CHARLES P.

A letter from the Queen his mother, apparently referring to 
the above, is equally curious 

* Charles I am sore that I most begin my first Letter with 
chiding you because I heere that you will not take phisike I hope 
it was onlei for this day and that to-morrowe you will doe it for if 
you will not I most come to you

Your affectionate mother
HENRIETTE MARIE R.

Autographs connected with great political and historical 
events will always be regarded with great interest ; for in-

* Fae-similes of these autographs were exhibited when the paper was read.
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stance, there is a letter written by Fairfax at the close of one 
of the Parliamentary victories 

* The horse all quitted the Fielde, and were pursued within three 
miles of Leicester. Their ammunition, ordnance and carriages all 
taken. All that I desire is, that the honor of this greate and 
never-to-he-forgotten mercie may be giveu to God in an extra 
ordinary day of thanksgivinge, and that it may he improved to the 
good of his churche and this kingdome which shall hee faithfullie 
endevoured hy Sir

Your most humhle servant
Harhoroughe THO FAIRFAX. 

June 18 1645

Could anything give us a greater insight into the character 
of this hrave old Puritan warrior than these lines, written 
almost amid the smoke and din of hattle ?

Collections of old family papers, not unfrequently the 
nucleus of collections of autographs, sometimes exhihit most 
curious and interesting pictures of social life. For instance, 
the papers of the ffarington family, which have been printed 
by Miss ffarington, and of which she has presented a copy to 
our library, furnish us with a remarkable picture of the po 
litical and social state of Lancashire in the time of Charles I. 
The great expense to which William ffarington was put during 
the time he was Sheriff, the ample provision he made both in 
the buttery, the kitchen and the hall for the entertainment of 
the Judges and the gentlemen of the county, the list of plate 
which appeared on his board, and of serving men whom he 
collected to grace his year of office (J636) all these are 
enumerated at length. Then comes the reward he received  
he was heavily fined because the Judges considered he had 
not gone far enough across the Leven Sands to give them a 
formal reception : then various depositions as to the cus 
tomary place for the Sheriffs meeting the Judges : then 
various applications to the Crown to remit the fine, and the

* A fac-simile of this autograph was exhibited when the paper was read.
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manner in which it was finally transferred to a court favourite. 
This collection of papers includes several letters written hy 
members of the Derby family, by the Bradshaws, and one hy 
Oliver Cromwell.

In one of the cases in the British Museum there is a draft 
of a letter to the House of Commons from the last and the 
most imperious of the Tudors, Queen Elizabeth, reproving 
them for interfering in state affairs, which she terms " lippe- 
" labored orations out of such jangling mouthes." Again, in 
an adjoining case, we see a sketch of the Battle of Aboukir, 
with the positions of the various ships, drawn by Nelson ; and 
an enumeration made by Wellington of the cavalry under his 
command before the battle of Waterloo.

In the collection of autographs exhibited in the public 
library at St. Petersburgh, there is a copy book of Louis XIV, 
one page of which illustrates, the principles which were 
early instilled into his mind, " Les rois font tons ce qu'ils 
" veulent"*

Among the autographs on the table is a letter from a dis 
tinguished Arctic navigator on the fate of that hero of the 
northern seas, Sir John Franklin. At the close he adds some 
of the news of the day ; and though it was written in 1849, 
only eighteen years ago, it is very curious to see how every 
circumstance he mentions is now entirely altered. He says  
" I am not aware of anything very novel just now, except the 
" fresh defeat of the Sardinian army by Radetsky the Austrian 
" general, who is eighty years of age. In consequence, 
" Charles Albert the King has abdicated in favour of his son 
" the Duke of Genoa. The war, however, continues. The 
" Pope is still at Gaeta, and the Grand Duke of Tuscany at 
" Elba !! Nothing can surpass the confusion of Italy in the 
" hands of Republicans without means or resources. Singular 
" enough, France, under her President, is particularly quiet,

» Edinburgh Review, No. 254,
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" tt is generally thought that Government will be beaten on 
" the Navigation Laws."

There is also on the table a long letter from Charles Lucien 
Buonaparte, Prince of Canino and President of Eome during 
the Eevolution, to an ornithological friend, in which he says, 
" If I had had my choice, I should have lived for science;" 
in taking leave he refers to his friend's more favoured lot in a 
manner thoroughly French "Farewell to you excellent friend, 
" good citizen, happy marchand d'oiseau if marchand can be 
" applied to a jackal who only gets possession of everything "

Of course the best autographs are the letters which exhibit 
the statesman during the excitement of political strife or 
at the moments when he has thrown off his cares for the 
pleasures of social life; those of the future great man, 
unconscious of the career which awaits him ; of the philosopher 
unravelling the great mysteries of science or, as often happens, 
taking a joyous interest in the common events which surround 
him ; of the poet weaving into rhyme the light and airy trifles 
of the passing moment.

It is exactly when one superior mind converses with another 
or when, as Longfellow says, " they talk with naked hearts 
" together," that autographs become exceedingly interesting ; 
and yet these are exactly the papers which must be used with 
caution. A letter in a collection of autographs is in a semi- 
public position : it will be preserved, and no one can foresee into 
whose hands it may eventually fall. It is when the autograph 
collector breaks the seal of secrecy that the greatest objection 
may be made to the task he has undertaken. On the table 
there is a letter from a lady writer of the last century, 
addressed to a very dear friend in the year 1778. Part of it 
is as follows : " I shall hear from you I hope write to me 
" as you speak, without reserve ; and be assured your letters 
" shall be seen by me alone. Do the folks still impute to me 
" the madness of considering David Bird as a lover ? Lord
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" help their absurd heads who could for one moment receive 
" such an idea ! They know me very little indeed. My love 
" to your mother arid aunt, and for yourself, dear Peggy, 
" believe you have in me a sincere and unalterable Friend." 
Nearly ninety years have fled since this epistle was written, 
and all whom it could possibly concern have long since slept 
beneath the churchyard sod, great granddaughters of " dear 
" Peggy " are some of them married ladies, and I can see no 
reason why it should not now take its place among my auto 
graphs. But if it had been written by one living in the 
present age the case would have been far different; and it 
might justly have given rise to the lines written by one of the 
Lake poets 

" Heaven save our days from duns, our nights from spectres, 
" Our purse and hope from Company Directors, 
" Our souls from hell, our bodies from dissectors, 
" And our poor hands from autograph collectors.

" Sic orat
"HABTLEY ColEEIDOE."

It is curious to observe the manner in which our style of 
writing has changed from age to age both the wording and 
the character. Two or three hundred years ago, we find 
much stiffness and formality of expression combined with the 
curious and far-fetched conceits which infected the literature 
of the age. For instance, there is a letter written by Queen 
Elizabeth, when young, to her brother Edward VI: 

Like as a shipman in stormy weather pluckes down the sailes, 
and tarryinge for hetter winde, so did I most noble Kinge, in my 
unfortunate chanche a thursday, pluk downe the hie sailes of my 
joy and comfort, and do trust one day that, as troublesome waves 
have repulsed me backwarde, so a gentil winde will hringe me 
forwarde to my haven.

The following note will give an example of the courtly 
diction of the age : 
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Righte honorable my very good Lorde, I am bolde to troble your 
L. withe these few wordes, humbly to crave your L.p's favour BO 
furr unto me, as that it will please you to lett me understande, 
whether I may, withe your L.p's leave and that I may not offende 
in wante of my service, remaine absente frome the oourte this 
Christemas tyme. From Wilton, this 16th December 1572

PHILIPPE SYDNEY.

Last century in Cowper, Walpole, Doddridge and others
 we find the model English letter writers ; but amongst more 
ordinary writers there was a certain stiffness of expression 
which has disappeared in this high-pressure age. Words
 were also used in a manner which has now become antiquated. 
There is a letter on the table from Dr. Latham the naturalist, 
dated 1772, in which he says a friend " had genieely offered 
" him" certain specimens. The word genteel would never be 
used in that sense at the present time.

On the table there is a note written in English by Hahne- 
mann, the founder of homoeopathy, which contains a very 
curious literal translation of certain French idioms. It is 
addressed

To the right honourable Sir
Joseph Woods.* 

My dear Sir!
My chamber is now in repair, and not yet accomplished. 

Therefore you.will have the bounty, to continue these powders, and 
to return to-morrow at the stated hour.

Yours, 
16 August 18a7 L. HAHNEMANN.

If there has been a gradual but constant change in the 
style of diction there has been as great a change in the 
character of the handwriting. The autographs of the time 
of the Keformation are exceedingly difficult to decipher, as 
for instance those of Melancthon, Anne Boleyn, Gardner,

» A professional gentleman well known for his writings on architecture and 
botany.
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Alex. Nowell, Wolsey, Cranmer, Latimer, Cromwell, Earl of 
Essex, Lord Bacon, &c. Shakspeare, from the few speci 
mens which are left, wrote a poor and variable hand. But 
presently a more legible style became common, a legal hand 
as we should now call it, of which the handwriting of Lady 
Jane Grey, of Darnley, of Endymion Porter and others are 
examples. Very complicated signatures with most elaborate 
capital letters were very common, as for instance those of 
Eoger Ascham, Eobert Cecil, Sir E. Coke, Jewell, Spenser, 
Baleigh &c. Most of the fac-similes in the ffarington papers 
are of this character. On the whole, the autographs of the 
last century are specimens of good handwriting Cowper 
wrote a very good hand ; the two founders of the republic of 
the United States, George Washington and Benjamin Franklin, 
wrote very legibly.

Bobert Burns wrote a hand denoting a good deal of power, 
and the same may be said of another who was born in the 
same part of Scotland, a hero in the truest sense, Dr. Living- 
stone. The handwriting of most of the literary men of the 
early part of this century was generally clear and legible, 
indeed it would be difficult to find a set of autographs better 
written than those of the poets who have recently passed 
away Sir Walter Scott, Southey, Wordsworth, S. Eogers, 
T. Moore and Campbell. Unfortunately the same cannot be 
said of some of the principal writers of the present day, 
chiefly from the immense number of hasty notes which have 
been called into being by the Penny Post. It is said of one 
of the most celebrated of our present preachers and essayists 
who writes a kind of vanishing scrawl, that he received a 
proof from the printer containing a most brilliant passage on 
the Holy City, which concluded with the words " and this 
"was Jerusalem;" to his astonishment he found the com 
positor had inserted a very different but a very natural 
reading, " and this was Jones."
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Foreign handwriting is generally small and devoid of 
character, an instance of  which may be seen in the note of 
Humboldt, which lies on the table. It is quite possible that 
our Continental friends may look on our writing as rude and 
barbarous. There is often a remarkable similarity in the 
handwriting of members of the same family. The signature 
of the present Sir Kobert Peel nearly resembles that of his 
father ; the same may be said of Wordsworth the poet and 
his son. The question of dates is therefore an important one 
in authenticating autographs.

One word as to the classification of autographs. Some 
collectors paste them as they get them into albums, and there 
they remain with little regard to order or arrangement; but 
it is far better to place them on loose sheets of thick paper 
and to arrange them according to subject, so that with in 
creasing numbers you can still keep the order unbroken. To 
begin with, you may make three great divisions, namely, the 
autographs of literary men, of those distinguished in public 
life, and of scientific men. Then may follow various sub 
divisions here a group of astronomers or one of architects, 
next a coterie of antiquaries, or a company of geologists, or 
of ornithologists, or a band of men famous in Arctic adven 
ture, or one of those who have gained renown in African 
exploration. By this plan we obtain glimpses, ae it were, of 
the various coteries into which this great world of ours is 
divided. The divisions and subdivisions into which auto 
graphs may be classed are endless, besides that there is a kind 
of debateable land between the various divisions, which it is 
not easy to apportion fairly. The number of autographs 
belonging to some of the single sections is immense. Take, 
for instance, the autographs of the Church and the religious 
world during the last two centuries and a half what a library 
might be formed put of these alone. There are the Puritan 
Fathers, Baxter, Howe, Bunyan and Calamy ; the old ortho*



78

dox Churchmen of the time of the Stuarts, Laud, Fuller, 
George Herbert and Izaak Walton; the nonjurors Ken and his 
fellows ; the martyrs of the Scottish covenant; the founders 
of some of the early sects, such as those of the Society of 
Friends, George Fox, Penn and Barclay ; then the Dissenters 
of a later age, Dr. Doddridge, Philip and Matthew Henry 
and Dr. Watts; the founders of Methodism, the Wesleys, 
Whitfield, Kowland Hill and the associates of the Countess 
of Huntingdon ; the evangelical school of Churchmen, New 
ton, Scott, Cecil, Simeon and Henry Martyn, and the laymen, 
such as Wilberforce and Thornton, who aided them in all their 
undertakings and established the large religious societies of the 
present day ; then we have the school of Dr. Arnold and his 
allies, Whateley, Bunsen and Hampden; and more recently 
those who originated the last movement in the Church, 
Newman, Pusey, Keble, Manning and Faber. Since the pub 
lication of Essays and Reviews one has heard of a cold corner 
being reserved in certain collections of autographs for men 
entertaining religious opinions of that speculative character.

This very incomplete list is quite irrespective of the large 
number of divines who have distinguished themselves in the 
field of Biblical criticism, as Lowth, Lightfoot and Kennicott, 
or of prelates such as Porteous, who were not connected with 
any active movement in the Church.

As it happens, the letters written by distinguished preachers 
or religious writers have'generally been preserved as treasures 
by those who received them, and carefully handed down to 
their descendants. For instance, it has been stated that there 
is one collection of four hundred letters connected with 
George Fox's wife's family, the Fells of Swarthmoor, besides 
several minor collections* in the hands of other descendants 
of the race.

* See " The Fells of Swavthmoor," by Mrs. Webb. Mr. John Abraham of 
Bold Street possesses one of these collections.
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If there is any truth in the saying, " Tell me your friends 
" and I'll tell you who you are," we might utter another 
maxim, " Show me the letters you receive and I'll tell you 
" your character." The reciprocal influence of mind on mind 
is such that the correspondence addressed to a man of no 
particular eminence is often of far more interest, and of far 
more value to the autograph collector than that addressed to 
a person of far greater ability hut of colder and less genial 
character. Ladies' letters, as a general rule, are more interest 
ing and more lively than those of the ruder sex. The Penny 
Post has destroyed the old style of letters large sheets con 
taining a wonderful amount of matter, requiring a great deal 
of labour to write and also some time to read, especially as 
every part of the paper was written upon and perhaps crossed. 
The present style of notes has some advantages and often 
exhibits glimpses of the writer's character in a very few lines.

A great many collections of autographs are illustrated with 
portraits or views of places, and a great many more are em 
bellished with cuttings, of a biographical nature, from news 
papers. The best illustrations are sometimes to be found in 
our fugitive literature ; for instance, where can we find a more 
graphic description of Dr. Whewell than in the elegiac lines 
which appeared in Punch last March ? 

Gone from the rule that was questioned so rarely, 
Gone from the seat where he laid down the law ;

Gaunt, stern and stalwart, with broad brow set squarely 
O'er the fierce eye, and the granite-hewn jaw.

Son of a hammer-man ; right kin of Thor, he 
Clove his way thorough, right onward, amain ;

Kuled when he'd conquered, was proud of his glory  
Sledge-hammer smiter, in body and brain.

Sizar and master, unhasting, unresting ;
Each step a triumph, in fair combat won  

Rivals he faced like a strong swimmer breasting
Waves that, once grappled with, terrors hate none.



80

England should cherish all lives, from beginning
Lowly as his to such honour that rise : 

'Lives, of fair running and straightforward winning, 
Livea that, so winning, may hoast of the prize.

The sketches and designs, which we find on many letters, 
very materially increase their value ; they often exhibit the 
writer's genius or peculiar turn of mind more clearly than 
words could do. ~Fot instance, the late Edward Forbes 
 was in the habit of illuminating his letters to his familiar 
friends with curious triangular devices, drawings of red 
lions* &c.

I presume there is the same pleasure, in collecting auto 
graphs, in discovering them in out-of-the-way places that 
there is in all other kinds of acquisition. Some of the most 
curious have been rescued from unlikely places. There were 
two autographs in which the late Dr. Raffles took especial 
pleasure one the original draft of Bishop Heber's Missionary 
Hymn, which he had found on a printer's file in a small 
country town ; the other he had purchased for a very small 
sum at a dealer's shop, as a document bearing the signature 
of Burleigh on taking it home and examining it more 
minutely, it proved to be an order on the Treasury for pay 
ment to the Attorney-General for his services connected with 
the trial of Mary Queen of Scots.

Of course the collector soon finds that some autographs 
are much rarer than others. Some men have a natural dis 
inclination to write ; others have passed the greater part of 
their lives in obscurity. Milton's autograph is very rare ; and 
naturally so, for he became blind in his forty-second year. 
George Stephenson had an aversion to writing : he did not 
learn till after he was twenty years of age, and always found 
spelling a very great stumbling-block. On the other hand,

» He was the founder of the Red Lion dinners at the British Association, the 
High Jinks of our men of science.
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James Watt, another inventor of renown, carried on a rather 
extensive correspondence. The autograph of Speke, the dis 
coverer of the source of the Nile, is said to be very scarce, 
for he was hardly known till a short time before his death, 
and he had suffered much from ophthalmia. Men of literary 
tastes who have led secluded lives, like the poet Cowper, have 
left large numbers of letters behind them whilst men in the 
busy world, leading active lives, the talkers of society, have 
as often left little correspondence of any value. Everything 
has its price : so there is a money value for autographs, and 
this price depends on three circumstances   whether the 
writer is really a person of mark, whether he has left much 
behind him, and whether the subject of the letter or document 
is of great or of little interest. There is a tendency in royal 
and historical autographs to find a place in public collections, 
therefore if they do appear on the market they command a 
high price. More recent autographs have not a high money 
value. If you take a dealer's catalogue, you see numbers of 
names put down at only a few shillings each : notes of men like 
Wellington or Humboldt, whose names will be known as those 
of really great men for all time, on sale for from 8s. to 12s. 
If you take the result of recent public sales, you will find that 
interesting letters written by Rousseau, Schiller, Voltaire and 
David Hume have brought about three guineas each. Letters 
from the Duke of Marlborough and Nelson, about 50*. A 
letter from Tasso sold in Paris for about £6. Washington's 
autograph is highly prized by our kinsmen in the United 
States; and his letters at recent sales have brought from 
£2 10s. to £8 10s. The autograph of Robert Burns is rare 
and is highly valued north of the Tweed. Letters written by 
Napoleon are rare and bring very high prices ; whilst letters 
written by Oliver Cromwell have sold at from £30 to £40. 
Mere signatures are not much valued. A dealer is advertising 
an album, containing 1000 autographic signatures, at £4 
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less than a penny a signature. These prices can hardly be 
considered high, when compared with the sums which have 
been given for old books* or for earthenware or even for rare 
shells. There is one reason which keeps down the price. 
The author of The Handbook states " that no one has been 
" more exposed to fraud than than the amateur collector of 
" original writings. As much as forty guineas have been 
" given for a spurious letter of Henry VIII, which first saw 
" the light in a chamber au sixieme in an obscure corner of 
" the city of Paris." For this reason, among others, a large 
number of collectors abstain from purchasing.

The highest price for an autograph which I have lately 
heard of was that paid for one of Shakspeare. Mr. Partridge, 
a bookseller in Wellington, Salop, in the spring of 1864 
bought from a labouring man an old Prayer Book, for the 
moderate sum of eighteen-pence. Neither buyer nor seller 
had any idea that there was anything remarkable about the 
book, beyond its being a black-letter copy of the year 1596. 
When Mr. Partridge had carefully examined the book, he 
found, to his amazement and delight, that it contained in two 
places the signature of William Shakspeare ; a third was 
afterwards discovered by Mr. Toulmin Smith, A neighbour 
ing clergyman, a friend of mine, saw the book soon after the 
discovery was made, and he has informed me that he has no 
doubt the signatures are authentic. Its present owner has 
given abundant proof that he shares in that belief. Mr. 
Partridge advertised the book in his list, and before long it 
found a purchaser for the sum of £800 ! !

Among the collections of autographs which have been 
formed by members of the Historic Society, the most impor 
tant is the one in the possession of the President, Mr. Mayer. 
It has been chiefly formed for the purpose of illustrating the

* At the Boxburghe sale, the Venetian Bocoacio sold for more than £2600. 
Four vare shells, which belonged to a Liverpool collector, were valued at £300.
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progress of the arts in England, in the various branches of 
painting, engraving, sculpture and design, from the year 1550 
to the present day. It contains many letters and documents 
of the times of Sir Peter Lely and Sir Godfrey Kneller, 
more recent ones of Sir Joshua Reynolds, Gainsborough 
and Nollekens, and still more recent of Flaxman, Sir 
Thomas Lawrence, Martin and Turner, as well as many 
original designs by the most famous English artists ; also 
a number of Dr. Johnson's letters; many letters and papers 
written by or connected with the history of Robert Burns, 
which were printed by Mr. Robert Chambers in his Life 
of that poet ; several letters of Garrick and other papers 
connected with the history of the Drama ; besides a number 
of papers connected with Napoleon the Great, and the 
Nelson and Lady Hamilton correspondence. Miss Meteyard's 
Life of Wedgwood is largely indebted to the letters which 
are preserved in this collection. In addition, Mr. Mayer 
has many hundred legal documents, such as charters, 
grants and releases granted by royal and eminent men in 
very early periods, some of which have been edited by Charles 
Roach Smith, F.S.A., in his antiquarian publications. Alto 
gether, Mr. Mayer's collection of autographs, autographic 
documents, original drawings and illustrative prints occupies 
more than five hundred volumes.

Mr. Henry A. Bright possesses a very interesting and ex 
tensive collection of autographs, contained in about twenty 
volumes. Part of these Mr. Bright has inherited, there 
having been two collections made some time previously 
by members of his family ; but a large portion has been 
brought together by himself, especially manuscripts and 
letters of the present literary men of the United States. 
Mr. Bright possesses the manuscripts of Hawthorne's novel, 
Transformation,or the Marble Faun; of Godwin's Fleetwood't

Q %
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also a volume containing several American tales and essays, 
in the hand-writing of their respective authors ; a letter from 
Machiavelli, -written in 1525 ; several letters and papers 
 written hy and to Sir Kenelm Digby ; an autograph draft of 
a proclamation issued by the Duke of Schomberg before 
the battle of the Boyne; an unpublished letter written 
hy Nelson a fortnight before the battle of Trafalgar; a manu 
script sermon preached by Matthew Henry on the death of 
his father Philip Henry ; two manuscript sermons written hy 
the " Wonderful" Robert Walker of Seathwaite ; part of the 
diary of Madame Roland; a bill drawn by (Sir Richard) 
Arkwright for £l for shaving a man for two years; a letter 
from Dr. Jenner on vaccination; a hook -which belonged to 
Nostradamus, with his rare autograph ; verses composed and 
written by Bishop Heher, Mrs. Hemans, Samuel Rogers, 
Mrs. Opie, Lord Erskine, Peter Pindar, Curran and others ; 
a page in the handwriting of Edgar Poe ; letters from many 
statesmen, Pitt, C. J. Fox, E. Burke, Warren Hastings, Can 
ning, Huskisson,Wilberforce, Clarkson, and Daniel O'Connell; 
also from Washington, Franklin, Adams, Jackson, Lafayette 
and other public men of the United States; letters from Pope, 
Cowper, Mason, Sheridan, Garrick, Kemble, Lawrence Sterne, 
Dr. Johnson, Mrs. Piozzi, Byron, Shelley, Wordsworth, 
Southey, S. T. Coleridge, T. Campbell, Roscoe, W. S. Landor, 
Macaulay, Sidney Smith, Sir William and Sir Charles Napier ; 
also many letters from the western world, from Washington 
Irving, Longfellow, Prescott, Andubon, Emerson, Channing 
and others. Amongst other foreign autographs Mr. Bright 
possesses those of Calvin, Beranger, Goethe, Rousseau, 
Voltaire, Madame de Stael, Schiller, Michelet, Thiers, Monta- 
lembert, Mignet, de Tocqueville, and Count Cavour. Amongst 
the autographs of men of science and philosophers, Mr. 
Bright has those of Sir William Herschell, Dr. Dalton,
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George Stephenson, the Brunels, Jeremy Bentham, Belzoni 
&c. A volume of artists' autographs; also letters from 
Fuseli, Thorwaldsen, Canova, Cliantrey, Flaxman, an original 
score of Mozart, and a large number of royal autographs. 
Of names distinguished in the Church and the religious 
world, Mr. Bright possesses the autographs of Paley, Atter- 
bury, Dr. Parr, Doddridge, John Wesley, Oliver Heywood, 
Dr. Chalmers, Dr. Priestley and Edward Irving; also many 
other autograph letters, papers and memoranda.

The Hon. Lady Oust has a collection containing various 
interesting letters and papers, amongst others a commission 
signed by Napoleon, and taken by General Sir E. Oust at the 
field of Vittoria; a letter from the late King of the Belgians, 
expressing his grief at Lord Palmerston's death ; letters from 
Louis Philippe, from Queen Marie Amelie, from the Queen, 
the late Prince Consort, the King of Sweden, and from various 
members of the royal families of France and Prussia, from 
Lord Hardinge, Sir Charles and Sir William Napier, Sir 
John Franklin, Sir John Eoss, Charles Waterton, and Sir 
Thomas Lawrence.

Mr. P. M. Dove has a collection of autographic letters 
written to various members of his family during the course 
of the last hundred years, by Benjamin Franklin, the first 
Marquis of Lansdowne, Sir Samuel Komilly, Lord Hood, 
Sir J. Herschell, Sir H. Davy, Sir M. I. Brunei, Dr. Whewell, 
Lord Spencer, Charles Waterton, Bloomfield the poet, Mrs. 
Siddons, Samuel Eogers, Miss Edgeworth and others.

Mr. Marsh of Warrington has a number of documents 
connected with the Milton family, an account of which has 
been published by the Chetham Society.

Mr. Dawson and Mr. F. J. Jeffery have also collections of 
autographs; those possessed by the former are chiefly con 
nected with Liverpool.
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Amongst the autographs placed on the table from my col 
lection were letters from the Duke of Wellington, Charles 
Lucien Buonaparte, Humboldt, Hahnemann, Dr. Latham, 
Sir James Eoss, Sir John Parry, Sir John Eiehardson, Sir 
William Napier, Dr. Livingstone, Eobert Burns, James 
Montgomery, Samuel Eogers, Miss Edgeworth, Miss Aikin, 
Miss Anna Seward, Mrs. Fry, Mrs. SchimmelPenninck, 
Mrs. Opie, Sir M. I. Brunei, I. K. Brunei, Sir Charles 
Barry, C. E. Cockerell and others.
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