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THE Peak of Derbyshire presents a wide field for the explo 
rations of the archaeologist. The caverns and mines, the 
Saxon and Celtic grave hills, will yield him numerous objects 
of interest. The manners and customs of the inhabitants, 
from the times of the Coritani to our own days, offer many 
attractive features. This district abounds also in beautiful 
remains of middle-age architecture as well as in the vestiges 
of more primitive times.

The first archaeological feature which came under our 
notice during a recent excursion was the ancient Roman 
chariot race course, near Chapel-en-le-Frith, called 

" THE ROOSDYCHE,"

a name it has always borne. It is well preserved, and might 
now be used for a similar purpose. It is an artificially formed 
valley, averaging in width forty paces and thirteen hundred 
paces in length. It is mainly cut out of the side of the hill, 
to a depth of from ten to thirty feet, but where it is not so, 
it is enclosed by banks of earth. On the excavated portion 
is a noble avenue of trees, oaks principally; at the west end 
is the meta, and at the east end the goal and other tumuli.

The spectators were doubtless ranged along the banks 
throughout their whole length, or as we now see at Epsom 
Downs on a Derby day. Respecting those ancient Roman 
chariot roads, Kennett says " The most remarkable thing 
" belonging to them was the factions or companies of chario-
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" teers into which the whole town was divided, some favouring 
" one company, and some another. The four ancient com- 
" panies were the Prasina, the Kussata, the Abba or Abbata, 
" and the Veneta, the green, the red, the white, and the sky 
" coloured or sea coloured. These distinctions were taken 
" from the colour of their liveries, and are thought to have 
" borne some allusion to the four seasons of the year."

It is not improbable that the name of this ancient cursua 
Roosdyche may have some reference to the Russata, or the 
red coloured livery of the charioteers.

" Methinks I hear the cry away ! away ! 
" The (lied) have won the honour of the day. 
" Oh! should the sports be but one year forborne, 
" Rome would in tears her lov'd diversion mourn, 
" And that would now a cause of sorrow yield, 
" Great as the loss of Cannae's fatal field."

BRADSHAW HALL.

Near Chapel-en-le-Frith is situated Bradshaw Hall, the 
residence of the notorious Judge Bradshaw. In the parish 
register of Stockport appears the following entry "John 
" the Sonne of Henrye Bradshawe of Marple was baptised 
" 10° Dec. 1602." Opposite to this entry the word " traitor" 
has been written in another hand.

The hall of the Bradshaws is not very large, but contains 
some good, old-fashioned oak wainscoted rooms. On the 
staircase landing are the following lines 

Love God and not gould.
He that loves not mercy,

Of mercy shall miss; 
But he shall have mercy,

That merciful is.

And the following lines are said to have been written on a 
tombstone at Macclesfield by Bradshaw 

My brother Henry must heir the land, 
My brother Frank must be at his command; 
Whilst I, poor Jack, will do that. 
That all the world shall wonder at.
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Cromwell felt the influence of Bradshaw as inimical to his 
designs; nnd when he had dissolved Parliament, he went 
down to the Council of State where Bradshaw sat, who 
addressed Cromwell thus, on his giving the Council notice 
that Parliament was dissolved " Sir, we have heard what 
" you did at the House in the morning, and before many 
" hours all England will hear of it. But Sir, you are 
" mistaken to think that Parliament is dissolved, for no power 
" under heaven can dissolve them but themselves, therefore 
" take you notice of that."

OLD AMUSEMENTS AT BUXTON.

In a curious black letter book entitled " The benefit of the 
" ancient Bathes of Buckstones by John Jones Phisition 
" at the Kings mede nigh Derby in 1572," are the following 
pastimes recommended : 

" The Ladyes, Gentlewomen, Wyves, and Maydes may in 
" one of the Galleries walk ; and if the weather be not agree- 
" able to their expectacion they may have in the end of a 
" Benche, eleven holes made, in too the which to trowle pum- 
" metes or bowles of lead, bigge, little or mean or also of 
" copper tynne, woode, eyther vyolent or softe, after their own 
" discretion, the pastime trowle in madame is termed.

" Likewise men feeble, the same may also practise in 
" another gallery of the new buyldinges, and this dooth not 
" only strengthen the stomack and upper parts above the 
" mydryffe or wast but the extreme partes as the handes and 
" legges according to wayght of the thing trowled fast, soft 
" or meane.

" In like manner, bowling in Allayes the weather con- 
" venient and the Bowles fitte to such game as eyther in 
" playne or long allayes, or in such as have branches with 
" half bowles, which is the fyner and gentler exercise.

" Shootiuge at Garden Buttes, too them it agree-eth and



" pleaseth in place of noblest exercyse standeth and that 
" rather wyth longe bowe than with Tyller, Stone Bowe or 
" Crosse Bowe.

" Plumbetes, of Galene termed Alteres, one borne in eche 
" hand up and down the stayers, Galeries or Chambers, 
" according to your strength, maye bee a good and profitable 
" exercise, so may you use wayghtes in like maner."

HADDON HALL.

Hacldon Hall possesses none of the stern features which 
characterise the early feudal fortresses, and although there 
may be found some fourteenth century work here and there, 
the Tudor style may be said to predominate, and as we shall 
find on going through the building, the dates that can be 
deciphered range from 1424 to 1545. Henry the Seventh's 
reign brought in the oriel and the bay, copied from the east 
end of the early pointed churches, as a feature in domestic 
architecture, and Haddon is rich in these useful and beauti 
ful accompaniments. Here also we find the ample heraldic 
Tudor fireplaces and ornamental chimney shafts, " the vent 
" pipes of good hospitalitie." When, in some of the noble 
men's houses, six oxen were eaten at a breakfast, such chim 
neys and fireplaces were amongst the utilities of the day.

However imposing and attractive the exterior of Haddon 
Hall may be to the architectural archaeologist, the interior 
possesses charms of still greater power and interest. Passing 
the ancient grange of Haddon, with massive oak timber enough 
in its construction to build a dozen modern granges, we enter 
the gateway arch, and here observe some singular bits of 
constructive geometry in the masonry overhead, strange odd 
"quoins of vantage," "jetties," "corbels" and "pendants," 
that puzzle and bewilder one's imagination to bring order out 
of the chaos of masonry, which seems thoroughly void of 
purpose or meaning. It is possible that the spoils of some
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earlier building have been worked up here according to the 
caprice of the mason, in order to puzzle all the future 
brethren " of the mystic tie." We pass on into the noble 
courtyard, and ascend the magnificent flight of stone steps 
that lead to the higher level from which the hall is entered. 
Nothing in Gothic architecture can, to our mind, surpass the 
effect of the ancient Tudor courtyards, such as we find at 
Eltham, Hampton and Haddon. The most rigid of our 
sanitary reformers cannot find fault; for in them we have 
a superabundant supply of sunshine and fresh air. Compared 
with such buildings as these, the mansions of the eighteenth 
century, to which Chatsworth belongs, appear, as far as the 
arrangement of their plans is concerned, to considerable 
disadvantage, the characteristics of the latter being long 
narrow corridors, badly lighted and poor little courts from 
which the sunshine is for ever banished. On abandoning the 
defensive features of the old castles in modern buildings, it 
would have been well if we had conserved their grand and 
imposing courts, that give such dignity as well as seclusion 
and privacy to the ancient dwellings, such as Haddon and 
Eaglan and many others we could enumerate. The courtyards, 
the massive groups of chimneys, and the salient shadowy 
oriels, are the features of the mediaeval houses which consti 
tute their chief charms ; while the well-lighted corridors, look 
ing upon the great courtyards, afford a convenient and effective 
means of communication from one portion of the house to 
another, and the ready way of escape in the case of alarm by 
fire, especially where they have, as is mostly the case, several 
independent flights of stairs at the ends of these corridors; 
and speaking of fires, we have deeply to regret the removal 
of Haddon's mediaeval furniture and fittings to Belvoir Castle 
fifty years ago, where they were consumed by fire, together 
with other treasures that belonged to the illustrious house of 
Rutland to which Haddon Hall appertains. The heirlooms
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of the Avenels and the Mannerses, which had been so long 
treasured in Haddon's wainscoted rooms, were all destroyed. 
The poor kitchen utensils which were not considered worthy 
of removal, i.e., the salt box, the brewing tub, the mince 
meat table and chopping-block, are still left, and now form 
the only objects of a household character which here assist to 
carry us backwards to the glorious days of the great Sir 
George Vernon, called, from his magnificent hospitality, the 
" King of the Peak."

We read that shortly after the Conquest Haddon Manor 
was in the possession of the Avenels, and passed by marriage 
to the families of Vernon and Basset ; and in the reign of 
Henry VI the entire property was vested in Sir Richard 
Vernon, from whose descendant, the above-named Sir George, 
the estates passed by marriage to the house of Rutland Sir 
John Manners, the second son of Thomas Earl of Rutland, 
having married the heiress of the Lords of Haddon, the lovely 
Dorothy Vernon, who became Dorothy Manners ; and at the 
death of Sir George Vernon, in the seventh year of the reign 
of Elizabeth, was seized of twenty-six manors, and among 
others, Upper and Lower Haddon in Derbyshire. She died 
in 1584, and was buried at Bakewell. The story of her 
elopement, during a high festival at Haddon Hall, with the 
above-named Sir .John Manners, forms the subject of many 
a ballad and stirring love tale; and the doorway and steps 
by which she escaped, according to the traditions of the place, 
are pointed out with marked and befitting emphasis to every 
visitor.

During the first Duke of Rutland's time, no fewer than 
seven score servitors were maintained at Haddon Hall, and 
during Christmas tide, the true old English hospitalities were 
kept up with open house. Lovely though Haddon be now, 
we can form but a poor idea of what it must have been when 
fully furnished and replete with festive cheer. Around the
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great court we have entered are portions of building dating 
from Edward Ill's reign, aud others belonging to Henry "VII's 
and Queen Elizabeth's. Above the grand porch are shields 
and the arms of Vernon and Petnbridge. To the right of 
the passage through the porch is the great hall, with its raised 
dais and fretted wainscoting, the grand staircase and my 
lord's and my lady's chambers, and on the left the culinary 
and other offices.

Many of the upper rooms are hung with old tattered 
tapestry. Tapestry came into fashion when the practice of 
painting the walls in England declined in the fourteenth 
century, of which the arras work was the most celebrated ; so 
that in Shakspeare's day the word arras had become the 
familiar term for all tapestries. After Henry VII's reign, we 
find stamped leather used in its place, and often oak wain 
scoting. The linen panel or pattern belongs to Henry VIII's 
reign. The state bed room at Haddon is hung with Gobelins 
tapestry, and contains an old mirror mounted with brass and 
tortoise shell. The dining room was fitted up in 1545 by 
the great Sir George Vernon, styled as before-named, tha 
King of the Peak. * * * * He died in 1567. "We 
noticed the date 1545 in a panel near the fire-place, and his 
coat of arms in the carving, and his initials joined by a true 
love knot with those of his wife, and the motto " Drede 
" God and honor the King." In the oriel are portraits in 
low relief of Heury VII and his Queen, and the Court Jester 
of Henry VII, Will Somers. Prince Arthur, first son of 
Henry VII, often paid Haddon Hall a visit, the Lords of 
Haddon being staunch supporters of the Crown.

We noticed the buttery hatch, with shelf to receive the 
dishes, near the window opening into a passage leading to 
the kitchen, and beyond the panelled ceiling of an apartment, 
chipped and picked all over to receive the plastering, and in 
various places the arms of the Avenels, Pipes, Pierpouts and 

£
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Vernons, but not those of Manners, excepting in the great 
gallery or hall room, which is 109^ feet long by 18 feet wide, 
and was fitted up in 1589. To the crest of the Mannerses is 
a peacock added for the Vernons. The noble oak boards of 
the floor of this long gallery are said to have been all cut out 
of one tree ; if this be true, he must indeed have been the 
giant of some " forest primeval."

The chapel is an interesting portion of Haddon. On the 
south side we noticed some Norman work and stained glass 
to the memory of Sir Richard Vernon of 1424. There is a 
curious ancient altar slab, and painted groups on the walls, 
and scrolls in the arches, together with panels, masons' marks 
and other mediaeval devices of much interest to the antiquary.

Before quitting Haddon Hall, be sure to mount the Eagle 
tower, and notice, as you ascend, the guard rooms and the 
appliances for the archers to string their bows. From the 
summit of this tower the whole range of buildings lies 
beneath you in bird's-eye perspective ; and if the moon be 
already risen, such a scene of natural beauty will be revealed 
around the picturesque old building, as to give it almost the 
magical semblance of some fairy palace of romance.

Speaking of towers, old Stow attributes gout and blindness 
as a punishment upon two London citizens who built towers 
to their mansions to overlook their neighbours. The one 
could not get up to the top of his for the visitation of the 
gout, and the other, when he managed to reach the summit, 
could not see anything because of his sudden blindness ; but 
old Stow was a severe satirist, and clearly did not admire the 
rage for towers in vogue in his day.

Looking down from the Eagle tower at Haddon, we wonder 
at the perfect state of repair of the roofs and masonry. This 
ancient structure has already outlived two Chatsworths, and 
may, if looked to, outlive another Chatsworth yet. Much 
of this freshness of appearance may be owing to the grand
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high ohitnneys, which serve to carry the smoke clean away, 
and leave the masonry untainted and unimpaired by the 
products of combustion, which are driven into the stone work 
by the battery of the elements in most buildings of a classical 
type ; and these soon tell a tale upon the classic urn, statue 
and balustrade. We are not of those who would make a 
modern mansion like the hermit cell of tonsured priest or 
childless celibiate: the bare Gothic of the twelfth century, 
the Pre-RafFaelite in domestic architecture, we would not seek 
out or encourage; but our middle age houses, such as 
Haddon, have never been surpassed either in aesthetic or 
constructive excellence. Here Haddon Hall stands almost 
unimpaired, and with charms that attract all visitors to linger 
along its corridors and pace its echoing courtyards, as the 
imagination endeavours to re-people it with all the celebrated 
men and beautiful women  whose wisdom and excellence speak 
to us from its painted oriels and fretted roofs and emblazoned 
panellings.

But -we must now bid adieu to Haddon, to its ancient 
kitchen and buttery hatch, its curious interlaced devices, its 
hall and recessed withdrawing room, its long and well-lighted 
gallery, its varied yet congruous medieeval elevations and 
excellent arrangements of plan for convenience, its garden 
terraces and yew tree shades, arid the lovely Dorothy Veruon 
and her never-to-be-forgotten " love steps," and the door of 
exit by which she passed to the heart of him who loved her, 
and who had braved a thousand dangers for her sweet sake, 
and who waited under yonder elm tree to clasp her to his 
heart for ever.

" Strange to think of those days of old,
" And of those who lived there, only a tide 

" Doubtiugly, dimly guessed and told,
" Of chatelains and of knights in mail. 

" Though the place remains where they lived and died,
" Seen as they saw it by you and me ; 

" The scenes of their lives, of their griefs and their pride,
" Telling its tale unmistakably.

E2
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" The light still shines through the latticed pane,
" As it shone to them ; and the shadowed door 

" Is the shadow they saw ; and the stains remain
" Of the wine they spilled on the dais floor. 

" The river that runs by the old hall's walls,
" Murmured to them as it murmurs now ; 

" The silver glow of the moonlight falls,
" As it fell for them, on river and bough. 

" The hall where they feasted : the church where they prayed :
" Their cradles, and chambers, arid grave stones stay; 

" While lord, and vassal, and youth, and maid,
" Knight and lady have glided away."

CUSTOMS.

The interesting custom of carrying garlands before the 
corpses of unmarried females on their way to the grave, and 
afterwards hanging these emblems up in the churches, 
prevailed in Derbyshire till a comparatively recent date. 
These garlands were in the shape of crowns, and originally 
were composed of lilies and roses. This custom illustrates 
Shakspeare's words put into the Priest's mouth in Hamlet, 
referring to Ophelia, who had her "virgin crants" and "maiden 
" strewments ;" and although we do not find it so stated in 
any of the glossaries, we conjecture this word " crants" to 
have been taken from the German word " Krantz," signifying 
a crown. This custom was long kept up at Matlock, Hather- 
sage, Tissington, Ashford, Bakewell &c. ; and sometimes as 
great a sum as £30 was expended by the friends of the 
deceased in forming a funeral garland of this kind and on 
her " maiden strewments."

Another custom, namely of dressing the wells at Tissington, 
and other towns and villages in the Peak, is a beautiful one, 
and calculated to ennoble the moral feelings and encourage a 
taste for simple and innocent pleasures, which too many of 
our more modern elaborate fashions and devices fail to do.

At Ashford, and other places in the Peak, they had an old 
custom of giving a feast of " frummerty " or " furmety" 
(wheat boiled in milk and well seasoned), on the evening of
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the day when sheep shearing was finished. Each invited 
guest brought his own spoon and porringer, and a good 
hearty meal was made. An anecdote, shewing that even these 
simple feasts led occasionally to excesses, was related to me 
by an eye-witness.

Two farmers were boasting of the gustative propensities of 
their respective ploiighmen, and one challenged the other to 
a trial at one of these feasts. The two champions met, and 
 were supplied with as much furmety as they could eat. After 
partaking of I know not how many pints apiece, one of the 
champions succumbed, but ere doing so, exclaimed " Oh 
" maester ! maester! let me try him with beans and bacon ; 
" I never was much at spoon meat."

THOR'S CAVE.

Near Dovedale is situated the cavern bearing the name of 
" Thor's Cave," in the mountain limestone, a geological for 
mation which is more largely perforated with caverns than 
any other. This cavern was formerly called Hobhurst Cave, 
after the mysterious spirit bearing the name of Hob or Hob- 
hurst. In this cavern there is a huge natural pillar supporting 
the roof, such as we see in the chapter houses of some of our 
cathedrals, spreading upwards to the roof into a graceful cove 
like the branches of the palm tree.

Fragments of pottery, portions of a quern and other objects 
mingled with ashes and animals' bones, gave the explorers in 
this cave proof that it had been the habitation of man at 
some early period.

On proceeding through several beds, about a foot thick, of 
clay and charcoal, containing bones and pottery, several 
iron instruments were found, and at a greater depth some 
peculiar whistle-like implements were found. At a depth of 
ten feet an iron instrument like a pick axe was found. A 
human skeleton, minus head and arms, was found near a
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pillar called the altar it lay on the left side, with the shoul 
ders to the north-east, in the primitive contracted or flexed 
position. Portions of vases, with a large pattern, and of the 
famous Samian ware, have been found in this cavern. Several 
spindle whorls, characteristic of the Eomano-British towns, 
hone cones and bone pins, lance heads and knife blades, 
armillse, fibula and pins of various kinds have been found in 
this cavern. It is quite evident that Thor's cave has been 
occupied by the late Keltic, the Eomano-British and the Anglo- 
Saxon tribes who have sojourned in the district of the Peak.

EXTINCT ANIMALS.

Some very interesting remains of extinct races of animals 
have been found in various parts of the Peak district. In 
1603, near Wirksworth, was found the skeleton of an elephant. 
It was discovered by the miners, who took it for the skeleton 
of a man, and put it on record that his " brain-pan " would 
have held " two strike of corn," and that one of the teeth 
weighed no less than 4lbs. 3oz.

In 1822 the skeleton of a rhinoceros with remains of the 
ox and the stag were found in another cavern at Wirksworth.

In a mine at Bakewell the skull of a wild cat, encrusted 
with stalagmite, was found.

Near Ham, in a copper mine, the bones of the fox, the wolf, 
the dog and the ox. At Monsal Dale the teeth of the boar, 
the rhinoceros, the horse and the red deer.

Human remains also have been found in the boggy ground 
near Middleton and Bakewell, together with numerous animal 
remains. Human and animal remains have been found 
together in the so-called " slither beds," or accumulations of 
dry stones, at the bases of the limestone hills.

Pointed weapons, made of stags' horns, similar to those 
found at Ahbeville, have been found on the banks of the 
Derwent, near Matlook,
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GRAVE-HILLS.

Recently some very interesting urns, belonging to the Keltic 
period, were exhumed in the grounds of Stancliffe hall, Darley 
Dale, the estate purchased by Joseph Whitworth Esq., the 
inventor of the rifle which bears his name. These urns were 
found while some excavations were proceeding close to the 
hall : they had been placed upon the rock covered with a 
compact sandy mound, over which the soil had been accumu 
lated to a depth of from four to five feet, the barrow being 
placed at the foot of a hill about eighty feet high, the rain 
had washed the soil down and caused the mound to become 
merged into the general level of the soil. The forms of the 
cinerary urns found in this grave-hill differ from others found 
elsewhere in Derbyshire, as at Monsal Dale and Ballidon 
Moor, the characteristic of which is the deep border or over 
hanging lip round the upper rim, which is entirely wanting 
in those found at Darley Dale. The ornamentation, too, is 
different, although produced in the same manner, viz., by the 
impress of twisted leather thongs upon the unbaked clay ; the 
outlines appear ruder and seem as if they had been moulded 
into shape by the hand alone without any of the mechanical 
appliances of the potter's art; the decorations suggest the 
idea of a motive on the part of the designer to give the effect 
produced by encircling the urn by cords or thongs in order to 
carry it from place to place, there being no indication of 
handles excepting upon one of the urns. In Oriental water- 
bottles and jars a similar arrangement may be seen. All the 
urns were filled with burnt bones and ashes and placed mouth 
downwards upon flat stones. In one of them a metallic orna 
ment, a bronze tube with minute beads almost white in colour, 
through which the tube had passed, was discovered these 
ornaments had been apparently subjected to the action of fire. 
There was also a bronze pin found in the same urn.

The height of these urns varies from 8j to 10 inches and



the diameter at the mouth from 6|- to 9f- inches. An elegant 
little incense cup, If inches high and 3 inches in diameter at 
the mouth, with looped handle, was found with the largest of 
the urns, also elaborately ornamented with twisted thongs.

Flakes of flint and a portion of a flint knife were found in 
the soil near the harrow.

At Tissington the barrow called Bower's Low, recently 
opened, presented the somewhat unusual feature of an Anglo- 
Saxon interment immediately above one of the Keltic period, 
which had been made on the original surface of the ground.

This barrow is near the grounds of Tissington hall, and 
where the road to Tissington branches off from the road from 
Buxton to Ashbourne; its elevation is about 10 feet above 
the surrounding land, being a natural mound, such as those 
of which advantage was taken by the earlier races in their 
interments. Near the centre of this tumulus was found the 
umbone, or central boss of an Anglo-Saxon shield in iron, 
about 9 inches in height; the fragments of the wooden shield, 
in a state of decay, were found around it, together with the 
iron mountings of the same.

At a short distance from these relics, a fine iron sword was 
discovered, which had been enclosed in a wooden scabbard 
covered with leather and mounted with elaborate silver orna 
ments this sword is 34 inches long and 2j inches broad. 
The chape, which is simply rounded, is of silver and the rivets 
remain, also those by which the leather had been attached to 
the wood. Near the sword lay the fragments of a spear head 
of excellent form.

At a depth of 18 inches below the level of this Saxon 
grave the primary Keltic interment was discovered.

The head of the figure lay immediately below the sword. 
The interment was of a man of mature age, lying on his left 
side in the usual flexed or contracted position and facing the 
south, The body had been placed on the original surface of
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the ground, with a few stones around it, but no covering stones. 
The cranium had been carefully examined by Dr. J. Barnard 
Davis, author of the Crania Britannica, who has pronounced 
it to be a fine cranium of an ancient Briton of about 60 years 
of age. It has suffered from parieto-occipital flattening 
during infantile nursing, a common appearance among skulls 
of the ancient Britons. The capacity of this cranium is un 
usual and would give a brain of 58 ounces, and hence the 
learned doctor infers "That there were men among the 
" Coritani of ancient Derbyshire who were by no means de- 
" ficient in brains."

This opinion seems to be somewhat in opposition to the old 
local aphorism 

" Derbyshire born and Derbyshire bred, 
" Strong i' tb' arm, but weak i' th' yed."

This duplex interment is by no means a solitary instance of 
an Anglo-Saxon being buried in the barrow of an ancient 
Briton, which took place in all likelihood before the Saxons 
were converted to Christianity.

These ancient grave-hills afford a theme of study for the 
archaeologist of no ordinary interest, and one which will 
carry him farther back into the prehistoric times than any 
other of which we know. Mr. Bateman's works on the sub 
ject are most valuable contributions to archaeological science, 
being the result of his explorations in from four to five 
hundred barrows.

The urns found in these tumuli, opened in the Peak of 
Derbyshire by him and others, may be classified as follows 

1st. Cinerary Urns, containing or covering calcined bones.
2nd. Incense Cups, found with calcined bones and in 

cinerary urns.
3rd. Small Vases, found with unburnt bodies generally, 

and intended to contain offerings of food.
4th. Drinking Cups, tall and highly ornamented vessels.
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1. Those of the Keltic Cinerary urns, which are supposed 
to be the most ancient, from containing siliceous weapons, 
vary from 10 to 16 inches in height, are mostly of a brown 
or burnt umber colour outside, though occasionally of a 
lighter tint. Inside they are always black, and often shew 
marks that their contents were deposited in a glowing state. 
One of these, found at Flax Barrow near Middleton, by 
Youlgrave, was enclosed within a rude chamber partly cut in 
the rock, partly walled round, and covered with a large flat 
stone. It is 14 inches in height. About this urn pieces of 
flint and chipped flint arrow heads were found.

Another of these urns from Ballidon Moor was 11 inches 
in height and 9 inches in diameter at the mouth, and like 
most other examples, it was ornamented by patterns impressed 
with a twisted thong. It contained burnt bones, and among 
them an animal's jaw, a fine bone pin 4 inches long, rats' bones, 
a fragment of pottery and a flint arrow head, all much burnt.

2. The Incense Cups differ greatly in shape, are all very 
small and delicately formed, seldom 3 inches high, more 
usually Ig- or 2 inches. An interesting specimen was found 
in 1848 at Matlock Bridge inside a Cinerary urn.

3. The Vases for food occur both with skeletons and burnt 
bones, more frequently with the former, and near the head. 
Where two have been found, it has been generally with burnt 
bones, and would seem to indicate the combustion of two 
bodies. These vessels are rudely decorated with incised lines, 
disposed herring-bone fashion round the upper part; sometimes 
the whole of the outside is marked by the end of the finger.

A more elaborate specimen was found in a flat-topped 
barrow at Monsal Dale in 1851. It is 4f inches high, and is 
covered by the herring-bone pattern. It was found with the 
skeleton of a child (now preserved at Lomberdale) in a 
chamber in the barrow, formed by four flat slabs of limestone, 
and filled with sand, gravel and rats' bones.
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The skeleton was doubled up in the usual form, with the 
head to the south, and the vase lying obliquely in contact 
with the pelvis of the child.

The Drinking Cups are from 6£ to 9 inches high, of a tall 
shape, contracted in the middle, globular below, and con 
tracting at the mouth, carefully formed by hand of fine clay, 
tempered with sharp sand and well baked. The sides are 
thin, about three-eighths of an inch, light brown outside and 
grey within. The exterior is almost always covered with an 
elaborate pattern, produced by a toothed instrument. Fine 
examples of these drinking cups have been found at Green 
Low, Allsop Moor, and Bee Low, near Youlgrave, Derbyshire.

Dr. Davis, above quoted, says, respecting the large quan 
tities of rats' bones in the barrows, " The barrows of 
" Derbyshire, a hilly, almost mountainous, country, abounding 
" with beautiful brooks and rills inhabited by the water rat or 
" water vole, were made use of for its winter retreats, into 
" which it stored its provisions, and where it passed the time 
" during the cold and frosty season. It is a vegetable eater, 
" but amuses itself like the rabbit by gnawing any hard 
" substance that comes in its way, to sharpen and clean its 
" teeth." The author of the ballad of Bishop Hatto attributes 
this propensity to the rats on the Ehine.

" They. have whetted their teeth against the stones, 
" And now they pick the Bishop's bones."

The squirrel, also a vegetable eater, is a terrible gnawer of 
hard substances, especially of the cage in which it may be 
confined.

In one of these interesting tumuli, the bones and head of 
a rat were found within the skull of a skeleton, and it is 
curious to see to what distances these little creatures have 
dragged some of the larger bones in the grave-hills.

The editor of the Reliquary, to which most valuable



60
 

publication we are indebted for much of the information 
respecting these barrows and their curious contents, sums up 
his account in the following words : 

" Our Keltic forefathers were men of sublime taste, they 
" raised their grave-mounds on the tops of the highest moun- 
" tains where the view was the grandest, the air the purest, 
" and the elevation the most conspicuous from the surrounding 
" country. They could look up to their dead and see the 
" cairns they had so religiously piled over them, whenever 
" they went within the range of vision. They could see them 
" against the distant horizon in the early morning greyness, 
" in the full light of the noonday, and in the lowering of the 
" evening, and at night when the watch-fires were lit, they 
" were still more clearly discernible."

Besides these remains of archaic ages, the archaeologist 
will find many interesting memorials of the dead in his 
wanderings through the Peak of Derbyshire.

In the churchyard at Bakewell, or Darley Dale, are many 
beautiful examples, from the early Anglo-Hibernian knotwork 
crosses to the mediaeval tomb slabs adorned with the conven 
tional cross, in almost every variety of form.

HATHERSAGE REMAINS.
In the neighbourhood of Hathersage are some curious and 

interesting remains of ancient British castrametation. The 
fort called the " Carl's work " occupies one end of an isolated 
hill, the other portions of the hill have steep escarpments 
that serve for protection.

The object of forts so constructed was for shelter of the 
garrison and cattle of the adjacent land during the inroads of 
the enemy. The vallum is about 18 feet wide, the outer face 
or scarp is lined with masonry and extends 150 feet in a 
straight line across the gorge of the hill. There is a gateway 
7 feet 2 inches wide on the south side,

Some of the stones of this fort are 14 feet long and 4 feet
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high. The position of the entrance and the arrangements of 
the approaches display considerable foresight and strategical 
skill on the part of those who constructed this ancient 
military work.

On Eyam Moor are the remains of a stone circle and of a 
so-called rock basin, similar to those of Cornwall and 
Devonshire, to which so much mystery is attached.

THE ASHES.

There are several places in Derbyshire extending from 
Ashton to Ashbourne, in which the syllable " ash" occurs, such 
as Oneash, Monyash, Ashford, Ashover and others.

The fire worshippers held the ash tree as sacred and used 
its wood for their religious ceremonies, and its charcoal was 
called ashes. In the east we find such names as Ash-kelon, 
Ash-dod, Ash-ret; and in Derbyshire, Ash-bourne, Ash-ford, 
Ash-ton &c., all associated most probably with the rites of 
the ancient fire worshippers. The city On in Egypt was one 
of their great seats. On or One-ash, is the fire of divination; 
M-on-y-ash, is the answer to divination; Ash-over, the fire of 
expiation; Youlgrave, the mount of burnt offering; Bolsover, 
the rock of Baal, written formerly Bel-saure. A writer in the 
Derbyshire Courier adds, " without going out of North 
" Derbyshire we obtain wonderful evidence, not only of tho 
" universality of fire worship in the early world, but of the 
" universality of the language in which its rites were com- 
" memorated."

The name of fire in most ancient languages is ash. The 
ash was a sacred tree with the Druids and the peoples of the 
north of Europe, and the Yg Drasil or the sacred ash tree 
figures conspicuously in the old Scandinavian literature.

The ash is most sensitive to the action of smoke, or an 
impure atmosphere, and in the neighbourhood of manu 
facturing places, is the first tree to shew signs of drooping 
and decay.
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SERMON ON DERBYSHIRE.

The following is from a Sermon on Derbyshire, taken from 
the Gentleman's Magazine, for 1777 : 

" And now I have mentioned Derbyshire, it may possibly 
" be expected by some that I should make a long description 
" and commendation of it. But that is the business rather 
" of a topographer than of a preacher; of the mappe than of 
" the pulpit. Yet if any one be desirous to have a sight of 
" Derbyshire, they may see it as in a landskip described by 
" Moses, Deut. viii, 7, 8, 9.

" It is a good land a land of brooks of water, of fountains 
" and depths that spring out of the hills. A land of wheat 
" and barley, wherein ye may eat bread without scarceness. 
" It is a land whose stones are iron a land wherein thou 
" shalt not lack anything. It is a land whose stones by 
" indefatigable industry are turned into iron, and by labouring 
" men, for their own work and sustenance, into bread out of 
" whose hills more lead is digged in a year than Canaan 
" afforded brass in ten.

" What shall I say more ? for time would fail me sooner 
" than matter, A land of wheat and barley oats and peas  
" that affords seed to the sewer and bread to the eater, who 
" takes pains to get a good stornache. I might go on even to 
" the tiring both of you and myself, yet after all I must still 
" leave Derbyshire ever as it is most of her worth and riches 
" are hid under ground in the place of silence. I shall only 
" add, Derbyshire is a county that lies in all counties, yea, in 
" all parts of Christendom and beyond; the sun's country 
" where it never sets, but upon which it shines perpetually. 
" She parts with her entrails, and without complaint suffers 
" her bowels to be continually torn out, to serve the necessi- 
" ties of all nations under heaven."


