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THE history of our British Flora is one of considerahle 
interest and affords ample scope for the research of the 
curious.

Within a comparatively few years so many additions have 
been made to our indigenous plants, that it becomes a 
difficult question to settle whether we are entirely indebted 
for this increase to the perseverance and careful examination 
of our botanists, or to a continued process of creation or 
development.

The first list of indigenous plants of any authenticity is 
one made by John Ray, who died in the year 1705. His list 
(omitting the cryptogamic plants) contains about 950 species; 
while the best modern list, " The London Catalogue of British 
" Plants," contains upwards of 1460 a difference scarcely to 
be accounted for by the mere supposition that many species 
may have been overlooked or not then discovered.

We find in our own district a change continually going on : 
dock extension and miles of new streets now covering what
 were formerly favourite botanical collecting grounds; so that 
year after year many of our local plants become more scarce 
or altogether eradicated. It is only from the changed 
character of the district, calling into existence species wViich
 were otherwise rnre or perhaps quite unknown, that we
occasionally get a return by discovering additions to our list.

There can be little doubt in the mind of any thinking
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person that the earth beneath us is full of fertility, and that 
only some superficial disturbance is required to bring this 
fertility into action. It seems also that the eartli is replete 
with the seeds and spores of vegetation, ready to spring forth 
when brought to the surface by any casual occurrence. It is 
true that many seeds being carried by the winds, or birds, or 
other agencies, to a suitable site, may speedily grow up; but 
this we think is not sufficient to account for the mass of 
vegetation that so soon covers a plot of newly turned soil. 
A remarkable instance of this fact occurred a few years since 
at Wallasey. The mud from the bottom of the Pool having 
been used in embanking the sides of the new dock formed 
there, was very soon covered with plants of various kinds. 
The most prominent among these was Erythrea pulchella, a 
species supposed to be entirely new to this district. This 
grew in such profusion as to entirely preclude the possibility 
of its being an accidental introduction, and I think clearly 
proves that the seeds must have been buried far beneath the 
surface, so as to prevent their vegetation until brought under 
the influence of the atmosphere.

It is said that soil brought from a deep mine, although 
carefully covered so as to prevent any seeds mixing with it, 
will in the course of a few weeks show signs of vegetation. 
The common white clover (Trifolium repens) invariably 
springs up on arable land after a fire has been upon the soil, 
as for instance, the site of the gipsy's fire by the lane side 
will be found in another year carpeted with this plant. The 
farmer also often finds a luxuriant crop from the use of bone 
manure without having sown the seeds.

The Nottingham Catchfly (Silene Nutaus) was unknown 
in the locality from which it derives its English name until 
after the Castle had been destroyed by fire, when this plant 
in a short time made its appearance on the ruins. A similar 
result was found after the great fire in London (1666); the
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Sisymbrum Irio covering in great profusion the ground left 
vacant by that terrible calamity.

A large number of plants only make their appearance in 
the wake of the agriculturist, and the weeds of cultivated 
lands form a large item in our British Flora. Some of these 
are so adherent as even to follow the husbandman to a foreign 
land, and the common Plantain (Plantayo major} has been 
so marked in its attachment, as to receive from the wild 
aborigines of America and Australia the name of the " white- 
" man's foot."

But independent of these sources from which we may say 
our Flora is replenished, we find in a maritime town like 
Liverpool many plants of entirely accidental introduction. 
These parasites of commerce, as they may be justly termed, 
seem to creep in among us in a surreptitious manner, certainly 
uninvited and often equally unwelcome. On these plants it 
is my intention this evening to make a few remarks. This 
subject does not appear at first sight to be very important, 
but when we consider the disastrous results that have arisen, 
in many instances, from these interlopers, it becomes a matter 
of great moment to agriculturists and others.

It is only seventeen years ago that a strange water 
plant was discovered by Miss Kirby in the canal near Market- 
Harborough, yet now it is supposed that there is not a county 
in Great Britain where this mischievous plant (the Anacharis 
alsinastrum} is not found to be an expensive pest. In fact, 
so rapid is its growth and so greatly does it hinder navigation 
and drainage, that large sums have to be annually expended 
in some districts to extirpate it from the dykes and canals 
where it has been accidentally introduced. It has been found 
that, if a small piece of the stem be thrown into a ditch, 
it will very shortly exclude all other aquatic plants and 
eventually dry the ditch up. This increase is more remark 
able from the fact that only the female flowers have been
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found in England, and since the stamens and pistils are on 
separate plants (it being a diclinous species) its reproduction 
cannot have been from seed. So fully endowed is every part 
of it with these reproductive powers, that a single inch of 
the stem with a few of its leaves will soon form a vigorous 
plant. And a recent notice has appeared in the papers, that, 
in consequence of this plant rendering the Talkin Tarn, 
Brarnpton, Cumberland, so dangerous for boat rowing, the 
annual regatta would have to be abandoned until some method 
of destroying this weed could be discovered.

In France, among a number of cultivated fields of the 
plant producing the aniseed (Pimpinella anisum) some seeds 
of the hemlock (Conium maculatum) were accidentally sown; 
these, when in seed, closely resembling one another, were 
gathered together, and a favourite cordial prepared from them 
was fatal to human life in several instances.

Again, a farmer sows his field with clover amongst which 
are seeds of the parasitical dodder. The two germinate and 
spring up together for a time, when the parasite leaving 
" mother earth," fixes and entwines itself round the stems of 
the clover. Introducing its minute suckers into its former 
companion (but now its victim) it feeds and flourishes 
luxuriantly, leaving the clover a meagre, withering plant. I 
need hardly relate how destructive this must be to the crop 
of the farmer and how carefully he secures "clean" seed, 
fearing lest he might introduce some new pest.

I shall now proceed to give a short account of the probable 
ways in which these foreign aliens have been introduced 
among our local plants, with a list of the species found in 
the Liverpool district.

PLANTS INTRODUCED WITH AGRICULTURAL SEEDS. 

Sisymbrium pantiontcum, Jacq.-^A native of Hungary; 
has been found at Crosby in abundance for nearly ten
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years, the only other recorded British locality being at 
Wandsworth, near London H. S. F.

Fumaria media, Loisel. Claughton village F. M. Webb.
Trifolium hybridum, Willdenow. Frequent in cultivated 

fields, with its variety elegans.
Trifolium incarnatum, Willdenow. Little Brighton Mrs. 

Grimsdale. Crosby T. Gibson, Sen.
Melilohis arvensis. Seaforth common H. S. F. Crosby  

J. Skellon. Green-bank farm H. S. F.
Lalus jacobeeus, Willdenow. This plant, frequent in our 

greenhouses and easily recognised by its nearly black- 
coloured flowers, was found by Mr. Henry Gibbons, Jun., 
growing among corn on his farm at Green-bank. It is 
a native of one of the Cape de Verd Islands.

PLANTS ACCIDENTALLY ESCAPED FROM CULTIVATION BUT 
REMAINING PERMANENT IN THEIR LOCALITIES.

Coronilla varia, Willdenow. Upton, Cheshire J. Skellon.
Resida suffruticulosa, L. New Brighton sandhills.
(Enothera biennis, L. This plant, abundant upon our sand 

hills, has been recorded in this locality for fully half a 
century.

Geranium phoeitm, L. Occasionally about hedge banks, at 
Cabbage Hall, &c.

Eorago officinallis, L. Broinborough, Cheshire H. S. F.
Anchusa sempervirens, L. Hooton Park Miss C. Grundy.
Narcissus biflorus, Curt. Very abundant on Hilbre Island, 

in one place; evidently of very early introduction and 
may even date back to the time when a religious house 
existed on the Island.

PLANTS INTRODUCED AMONG BALLAST.

Ranunculus Pennsylvanicus, Willdenow. Birkenhead H.
S. Fisher. 

o
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Meliloius parviflora, Defontaines. Parkfield* Miss C.
Grundy. Birkenhead T. Gibson, Sen.; H. S. Fisher.
Claughton Mrs. F. Boult. 

Melilotus leucantha, Koch.  Claughton H. S. Fisher.
Birkenhead F. M. Wehb. 

Trigonella foenum-grcectim, Willdenow.  Claughton Mrs.
F. Boult; H. S. Fisher. 

Ornithopus compressus, Willdenow. Birkenhead F. M.
Wehh ; H. S. Fisher. 

Ammi majus, Willdenow. Birkenhead T. Gihson, Sen. ;
H. S. Fisher.

Ambrosia elatior, Willdenow. Parkfield Miss C. Grundy. 
Reseda phyteuma, Willdenow. Garston shore T. Gibson,

Sen. 
Saponaria vaccaria, Willdenow.   Claughton   Mrs. F.

Boult; F. M. Wehb. 
Asphodelusjistulosus, Willdenow.  Claughton H. S. Fisher;

F. M. Webb.

PLANTS INTRODUCED WITH FOEEIGN HAY.

Trifolium resupinatum, Willdenow. Everton H. S. Fisher.
Fail-field W. Skellon. 

Melilotus arvensis, Willdenow. Seaforth common H. S.
Fisher. Crosby W. Skellon. Green-bank farm 
H. S. Fisher.

  The discovery of these plants inland arises from the fact that the foun 
dations of new roads are often made of ballast.


