
SOME INTERESTING

FEATURES OF A NEGLECTED ROMAN STATION, 

BROUGH-UNDER-STAINMOOR.

By Henry Ecroyd Smith. 

(BEAD JAJTOABY 4iH, 1866.)

THAT Brough-under-Stainmoor in Westmoreland is the site 
of a Roman Station no English antiquary has, I believe, 
refused to accept as a fact, although some sceptical writers, 
apparently with very little reason, have questioned if not 
denied its identification with the Verier® of the Roman 
Itinera, as fully accredited by our good old authorities, 
Camden, Horsley, Burton and Gough. It is satisfactory, 
however, to find the ablest archaeologists of the present day 
coinciding with their worthy predecessors the approaching 
lines of the Roman roadway being still traceable, whilst the 
distances from clearly recognised stations alike prove con 
firmatory of the earlier appropriation. Horsley remarks*  
" Verterse is no doubt rightly fixed at Brugh-under-Stanemore. 
" The course of the military way is absolutely certain. The 
" remains are generally so grand, and it is so rarely interrupted, 
" and then only for so short a space, that we never have the 
" least difficulty about it. And thus it continues to go on by 
" Bowes to Cataract."

The approaches from the south-east are yet unusually

  Brit. Horn., p. 410.
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interesting to the antiquary, who, starting say from Brough 
Hall, near Catterick Bridge, Yorkshire, the site of the ancient 
Cataractonium, pursues the Watling Street to Greta Bridge, 
near which is a small Eoman camp, situate between the Greta 
and one of its no less picturesque tributaries called Tutta, a 
name evidently derived from one of the presiding goddesses 
of the Latins, Tutela. About this intrenched mound, as the 
poet says 

" Kaised by that Legion, long renowned, 
" Whose votive shrine attests their claim 
" Of pious, faithful, conquering fame," 

several inscribed stones, including an altar dedicated by the 
Sixth legionaries, have been found, and are now preserved at 
the neighbouring Eokeby Hall. Hence the visitor proceeds 
directly west, leaving Barnard Castle to the north, through 
Bowes, formerly Lavatrse, where inscribed stones have also 
occurred, and commences the rise of Stainmoor or Stanemore, 
one of the most dreary and inhospitable of the many elevated, 
rocky and barren moorland regions which, throughout its 
great extent, mark the western confines of the Yorkshire 
province. Dr. Gale seems to have dubbed this "Arabia Petreea" 
of the north of England, Saxetum. From Bowes to Brough 
the distance is only about thirteen miles ; yet throughout the 
greater portion no house is to be met with save the Spittal 
and toll-house near the summit. The former (often spelled 
Spittle) is a modification of the ancient hospital given to the 
Nunnery of Maryke before 1171. A quarter of a mile in 
advance is the toll-gate and house where formerly the remains 
of a Eoman miliary or mile stone was standing, all the relics 
of its original inscription being COHV. A few hundred 
yards nearer Brough, part of the shaft of a stone pillar or 
cross appears, called indifferently Roy, Bey and Bere Cross; 
in some recent maps (as Phillip's) being still more barbarously 
corrupted into Bear-cross. An ancient pillar would seem to
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have been erected hereby a so-called King Marius, " supposed 
" by some to be Arviragus the Briton; others contend for his 
" being that Marius who was elected Emperor in opposition 
" to Gallienus, and is reported by historians to have been so 
" strong that, instead of veins in his fingers, he had 
"sinews."* (!) In place of the earlier monument, for such 
there was, by whomsoever raised, a cross was erected shortly 
subsequent to the Conquest, to commemorate William's ratifi 
cation of his treaty of peace with Malcolm of Scotland, the 
latter having thereby agreed to do homage to the Conqueror 
for that part of Northumberland lying between the Tweed, 
Cumberland and this very Stanemoor, where moreover it was 
arranged " to raise a cross with the Bang of England's image 
" upon one side, and that of the King of Scotland on the 
" other. It was called Eere Cross, that is to say, the Cross 
" of the Kings."t The relic of this shaft now retains no 
mark. It is fixed in a socket of stone close to the road side, 
and in the midst of one of the finest Roman camps existing 
even in the North of England; and although the surface 
within is somewhat undulated, yet the various compartments, 
together with the Decuman and other main gates, can be 
traced very distinctly. Farther down the western declivity 
of Stainmoor to the left of this, the Maiden Way and 
adjacent to a branch road from it to Caer-vorran on the Wall, 
a second Roman camp, but of smaller dimensions, is to be 
seen. It is generally known by the name of " Maiden Castle," 
in common with others in England, a second existing at no 
great distance at Old Durham, whilst a much finer example 
is extant in Dorsetshire. From the following description 
rendered us by Leland, it formerly exhibited many features of 
interest now lost, appearing little more than a rectangular

* Treb. Pollio in vit ejus. Gouyh's Camden, vol. iii. 

t Boetins, Hist. Zi6., xii, p. 267.
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earthwork. " Ther is a place an VIII mile plain west from 
" Bowis a thoroughfare in Richmondshire cawlled Maiden 
" Castle, where is a great round kepe, a 60 foot in cumpace, 
" of rude stones, sum smawl, sum big, and be set in formam 
"pyramidis, and in the top of them all is set one stone in 
" conum, being a yard and half in length, so that the whole 
" may be counted an 18 foot high, and is set on a hill in the 
" very edge of Stanemore, and this is a limes between Rich- 
" mondshire and Westmoreland. * * * Maiden Castle, 
" where now there is nothing but a hill dyked, is hard by the 
" east side of Wathelyng Street, five miles a this side 
" Brough."*

From the north-west or mouth of the Eden, which, with its 
tributaries, waters the district, the ancient approach to Brough 
lay by Carlisle and Wheallep (now Whelp) Castle, the 
remains of the latter having almost if not wholly disappeared, 
incorporated, in common with those of the Roman station 
here, in the buildings of the modern village of Kirby-thore. A 
short distance thence, and the site of a large camp is reached, 
300 yards long by 150 wide, commanded by " a small fort, 
" called Maiden-hold, which seems to have been a guard-house 
" or watch-tower of the camp, and by its name may possibly 
" have some relation to the ' Maiden Way,' at Kirby Thore, 
" and ' Maiden Castle,' upon Stainmore."f It seems rather 
difficult to determine which roads or portions of roads properly 
bore the designation of Maiden way ; but so far as the writer 
can judge, it commences at Solway Frith, the ancient " Itunee 
".ZEstuarium," proceeding by Carlisle, Wheallep Castle and 
Brough, over Stainmoor into the Brigantian territory. A 
northern branch of the same name branched off to the north-

* Itin., v, 116 ; viii, 70.

(  Burn i, 881, 385, vide Gough's Camden, iii, p. 412. For remarks upon the 
etymology of these names, vide Mr. Pegge, in Gentleman's Magazine, 1755, 
vol. xxv, 273. Mr. Goiigh derives Maiden from Mai-dun, a great ridge.
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east from near Wheallep Castle to Caer-vorran, near Thirl- 
wall Castle (Magna), on the Great Wall of Hadrian, passing 
en route an intermediate station by Whitley Castle (Alione), 
where the third cohort of the Nervii erected a palace for the 
Emperor Caracalla.*

Between Kirby Thore and Brough, by the Roman road, 
and near Sandford field corner, several considerable tumuli 
appear, varying from ninety to forty paces in circumference, 
from the largest of which a sword with curiously engraved 
handle, and spear heads, with the remains of a helmet and 
shield, were excavated in 1766, two small camps or outposts 
lying near upon elevated situations. On this, the western 
side of the station, the cemetery would be located, and the 
tumuli may be regarded as the sepulchral mounds raised over 
bodies of superior officers.

Having thus heralded the remarkable approaches to Verterse, 
though necessarily in a very cursory manner, the place itself 
might with good reason be supposed by readers to have 
received considerable attention at the hands of antiquaries. 
Such, however, has by no means been the case ; and were it 
not for the occurrence here of a certain class of objects of 
great rarity, if not peculiar to this station, we should probably 
possess no recent notice or information whatever concerning 
a very interesting military post, in despite of its shewn close 
connection with one of the central stations upon the line of 
Hadrian's Great Wall, as also with its western termination.

Brough appears to have been almost unregarded by Leland, 
who merely notes that " Eydon Ryver runnyth within a 
" Quarter of a Myle of Brough." But even this is an error, 
inasmuch as the two small streams which here unite their 
waters form only a tributary of that river, which does not run 
within a mile and a half of the place. Burton in his Com-

* Gough's Camden, iii, p. 430.
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mentaries on the Itinerary of Antoninus,9 says " Verterse, it is 
" thought, stood not far off Itunse or Eden in Westmorland, 
" where it joins itself with other streams. Now it is decayed 
" into a small village, and its name is turned among us into 
" Burgh. For our countrymen call it Burgh-under-Stanemore ; 
" or, as our monks name it Burgus sub Saxeto. Vegetius 
" tells us that, under the later emperors, small castles, con- 
" venient for war and well stored with com for provision, 
" began to be called Burgi, and that the Burgundians had 
" their name from living in such ; Paulus Orosius is sufficient 
" author. Camden does boldly assure that this Burgh was 
" this Verterce, both in regard of the exact distance from the 
" next stations on both sides, Brovoniaca and Lavatree, our 
" miles being resolved into the Italick; as also because it 
" stands upon the Highway whose ridge here plainly appears. 
" The name of this station in the Notitia had quite perished, 
" had it not been recovered out of this place (Antoninus); 
" for before, it was Veneris, Veterum, without sense or proba- 
" bility of tolerable meaning. But finding it here it seems to 
" me to have lasted so long till the Roman power expired in 
" the Island."

Mr. John Clayton, in a letter to Mr. Roach Smith, f 
remarks, " I think it may be reasonably assumed that Horsley 
" was right in treating the station of Brough-upon- (?) 
" Stanmore as the Vertera of the Notitia and of Antonine's 
" Itinerary, f The remains of the Roman road in this district 
" are very palpable, and mark distinctly the course of the 
" second Iter of the Itinerary. There is no reasonable 
" ground to doubt that Kirby Thore is rightly assumed to be 
" Brovonacee, the next station on the north. Moving south- 
" ward, we then come to Brough-on- (?) Stanmore, then to

* Iter II, p. 120. t Coll. Antiqua, vol. vi, p. 119. 

J Brit. Bomana, p. 410.
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" Bowes-on-Stanmore, and then to Cataractonium, of which 
" there is no douht. With the fixed points of Brovonacese 
" and Cataractonium, we are, I think, relieved from any diffi- 
" culty as to Verterse, which has heen a mountain stronghold 
" in a mineral district. The Eden Valley railroad now 
" passes (?) the ancient station." The notes of interrogation 
are the writer's; for, in the first place, Brough is no more 
situate upon Stainmoor than London upon Houndslow Heath; 
or our neighbouring Birkenhead upon Bidston Hill. It is 
surprising that Mr. Clayton should have fallen into such an 
error, inasmuch as the early authors are all very clear, 
including Horsley, whom he quotes; whilst Burton, as we 
have seen, emphatically describes it Sub Saxeto, Again the 
Eden valley railway is asserted to pass Brough. Hence, 
most strangers would naturally conclude this town to he, say, 
within a mile at least of the line, instead of which the nearest 
station, that of Kirby-Stephen, situate almost opposite is 

Jive miles distant!
Mr. Roach Smith proceeds " At Verterse was stationed, 

" it appears by the Notitia, a body of troops called Directores, 
" under a prefect, Prefectus Numeri Directorum Verteris; 
" but it does not appear from what country or place these 
" Directores came; and the same with the Exploratores and 
" Defensores of the station preceding, and of that following, 
" Verteree. / am not aware that any inscriptions have ever 
" been discovered at Brough, neither am I in possession of 
'' any clear details respecting the station. This and the 
" station immediately adjoining do not seem to have yet 
" received the attention they deserve."*

It may be advisable here to introduce a short sketch of the 
present aspect of Brough, this small town being divided into 
two sections a quarter of a mile apart, Church-Brough and

* Coll. Antique,, vi, p. 119.
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Market Brough, whilst Brough-Sowerby is an outlying hamlet 
a mile distant. Market-Brough is the modern town, nestling 
under rising grounds which swell upward into Stainmoor on 
the N.E.; it still possesses a market, hut since the Eden 
Valley Eailway was opened, has lost its old and daily mail- 
coach communication with Barnard Castle and has assumed 
all the dull and drowsy appearance of a south-country town. 
The historic associations all centre in the hamlet of Church- 
Brough, where, around the old Church of St. Michael and on 
the rise towards the early English castle of the Cliffords, 
cluster the humhle cottages and farm-house with its outbuild 
ings, the latter formed from the ruins. A little below the 
adjacent bridge, but higher than the castle-mound, two moun 
tain streams, the Augill Beck, from Market-Brough, and the 
Swindale Beck unite, and the vastly increased volume thence 
accruing, more especially after heavy rains, undermines the 
north base of the mound and the bank of an opposite 
meadow, when the earthy matter being carried away, coins 
and other relics in metal &c., are deposited among the stones 
and pebbles of the river's bed. From the mediaeval castle 
having been occupied for many centuries, the result is the oc 
currence here of numerous coeval remains mixed with others of 
Eoman fabrication, the latter, however, greatly preponderating. 
In many cases, as in the objects appertaining to the caparison 
of horses, great discrimination and caution are necessary accu 
rately to determine their paternity. In the neighbourhood all 
fall under the designation of " Castle's Brass," and as some of 
the older collectors have unfortunately been in the habit of 
cleaning up what they find, the brassy-bronze of the Eoman 
and the brass of the Norman prove similar in colour and it is 
only in a few small articles of latten (or 12-15 century brass) 
that a more lurid colour appears.

Upon visiting the spot in August last it was the opinion of 
the writer, which he now holds yet more strongly, that the
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Castle, built, it is said, to fortify the pass of Stainmoor by 
Roger de Meschines,* in the reign of the Conqueror, was 
erected upon part of the naturally elevated mound, abutting 
upon the river, originally occupied by the Roman Castrum; 
the area being at the same time divided in twain, through the 
formation of a fosse or moat, yet remaining and of consider 
able depth near the stream. Now, not only are inscribed 
stones unknown, but foundations of buildings necessary to 
attest the precise site of the Roman station are equally absent. 
Assuming, however, the Castrum to have stood, as suggested, 
upon the " Castle Hill," a clue to the mystery is at once 
obtained. The Keep, certainly not older than the eleventh 
century, yet retains the name of the Roman Tower, and 
probably where the earlier foundations themselves were not 
availed of in situ, the material would be carefully removed 
for incorporation with, if not as facing to, the massive walls 
of the Norman fortress.

But if large debris of the ancient Verterse is apparently 
wanting, abundant evidence of a long continued Roman occu 
pation is supplied in the numberless coins which, in the course 
of time, have been found, with other articles of use and orna 
ment. Sir George Musgrave, of Eden Ha.11, possesses, it is said, 
a collection of these ; but perhaps the largest cabinet of Brough 
relics is that owned by Miss Hill, of Appleby and Bath, 
collected chiefly by her relative, the late John Hill Esq., who, 
it is much to be regretted, left no memoranda of the objects, 
or notices of his experiences and observations upon a site in 
which he was known to be deeply interested. An exciseman, 
long located here, but whose name has not reached me and 
whose address is now unknown, is stated to have made a fair 
collection, and I believe only the remains of one local hoard 
exist.

  Who also erected the castles of Appleby, Pendragon and Brougham, all ia 
the Eden Valley. ride Whitaker's Sist. Craven.
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It would appear that most of the coins found here in recent 
times have, hy sale, been dispersed through the country, and 
it is greatly to be feared are mainly lost to Brough and to its 
history. It is consequently all the more necessary to record 
the writer's observations, deduced from what could be seen, 
 and information gathered from collectors, old and young.

Synopsis of Brough Relics.

COINS. The earliest are of silver, of the Eoman Consular 
families Autonia, Cassia and others with large and middle 
brass of the Caesars, from Claudius to Domitian and the im 
mediate successors of the latter. Small brass of the later 
empire are numerous, in very poor condition, showing long 
service, with minimi, or the small pieces presumed to have 
been made in imitation of these by the abandoned Roman- 
British population about the fifth century.

ORNAMENTS. Brooches 'of the harp shape in bronze, com 
mon ; a few are penannular; one (pi. I, fig. 7) of a scarce 
rectangular Etruscan design ; a few mediaeval /emails or 
ring-brooches. One object, representing a Eoman standard, 
(fig. 10) has evidently been fixed in some larger article, and 
it seems other examples of similar shape have occurred. 
Studs are numerous, many being enamelled in scarlet, green 
or light blue ; a fine round one (fig. 8) has evidently occupied 
the place of a brooch, perhaps on the shoulder: this rare 
ornament is one inch and a half in diameter and beautifully 
engraved with a double border of the Vitruvian scroll pattern, 
an intermediate one of trefoil leaves having been chased with 
silver, two fragments only of which remain. Beads of brass, 
glass and amber, all plain.

AMULETS. Chiefly of bronze, including many varieties of 
the heart shape (fig. 9 has been looped) and a large proportion 
of phallse ; one of pewter, lately found, bears an imperial or 
other bust, and is further described under the head of seals.
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DOMESTIC IMPLEMENTS &c. Pins and needles ; nails ; 
handles of basins; ligulee and other spoons, all in bronze; 
keys, in bronze and iron; pottery, various, including some 
Samian and a little mediEeval.

WEAPONS. Spear and lance heads, various.
HOESE TRAPPINGS. Kings, hooks, hasps, buckles, tags 

and ornaments of straps (some mediaeval) including the head 
of a stag in brass and originally gilt.

PEWTER SEALS. These articles have already been referred 
to, but not by name ; they constitute as yet the remarkable 
product of Verters, seeing that with the sole exception of 
some half a dozen (two of which belong to a later Roman 
period), no similar objects are known to have been found at 
any other Eoman station in this country, and so far as the 
 writer is aware such even remain unrecorded on the Continent. 
When first noticed they were of frequent occurrence, and being 
undervalued were destroyed. Those preserved are chiefly in 
the collection of Miss Hill, who probably owns several 
hundred. Their shape is round, oval or rectangular, the faces 
impressed apparently from personal seals or stamps with let 
ters &c., with a small proportion from gems. Most of them 
bear trace of attachment by a thread or string. One gentle 
man alone has as yet written upon these remarkable objects, 
and his valuable comments are added with the proviso that 
pewter rather than lead is their correct designation, inasmuch 
as they contain a fair proportion of tin.* The writer was 
assured by the old vandal-blacksmith who, with one of his 
sons, first collected these pieces, melting them down by half 
a pound at a time, that the produce was ever in the greatest 
request for soldering purposes by all the tinkers of the country 
side ! The accompanying pi. II depicts twelve hitherto unpu-

* A professional assayer demands two ounces of tbe metal to operate upon  
a greater sacrifice of such rarities than can be afforded. In default of the de 
siderated analysis, however, it may be stated that, in addition to tin, zinc and a 
small proportion of sesquioxide of iron have been detected.

L 2
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Wished types or varieties of the Brough seals from the writer's 
small collection (all drawn, like the ornaments, of the actual 
size), eight of which bear an inscription upon either side and 
three upon one side only, the reverse being plain. The re 
maining four appear to have been struck from intagliate gems 
and merit a little additional description. No. 9 upon one side 
displays several letters in an oblong facet, the reverse bearing 
a thunderbolt below a trophy of arms, with a star upon either 
hand. No. 10 would seem at first sight to approach very 
nearly to an example in the British Museum, shortly to be 
mentioned, in which a bust appears between two capital letters ; 
but on a closer examination of the Brough seal a supposed 0 
in front of the face disappears, whilst the presumed R or B 
behind the neck becomes resolved into the head of a caduceus, 
suggesting the bust to have been intended for that of Mercury, 
which is most probable, the apparent beard being merely an in 
crustation upon the metal. This impression has evidently been 
originally made with a loop for suspension and been worn as 
an amulet; the reverse is quite plain. The subject of No. 1 ], 
a contest between a satyr and a goat, is of frequent recurrence 
upon Roman gems, its animated character constituting it a 
favourite; the form is circular like that of No. 12, which bears 
a small imperial bust, but this is difficult to appropriate, 
from the indistinctness of the features.

Mr. Roach Smith, who has engraved upwards of thirty 
varieties of these seals in his Collectanea Antiqua* remarks  
" The leaden seals etched are a new contribution to our English 
" archaeological materials. Similar examples of the Roman 
" period have not, I believe, been published as discovered in 
" this country. Three of these and a duplicate were picked 
" up at Felix-stowe, in Suffolk; the others were found at 
"Brough, in Westmoreland. These seals were fastened to

  Vol. iii, p. 197, pi. XXXII. The various references to the plates are 
necessarily omitted.
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" merchandize of some kind by strings -which passed through 
" the centre, in the same manner as the leaden seals or bulla 
" were affixed to Papal deeds; the string was laid across the 
" molten metal, which was then stamped on one or both sides. 
" Interesting examples of leaden seals, still attached to the 
" strings which fastened the bandages of a Greek mummy, 
" are preserved in the Egyptian department of the British 
" Museum. Two of them are engraved in pi. XI of Mr. Petti- 
" grew's History of Egyptian Mummies. They are apparently 
" of the time of the Antonines, if we may judge from the 
" portraits upon them. Another in the British Museum, 
" separated from its original attachment, is in the general 
" Roman collection.* It bears a naked male head between 
" the letters R and C. These are all the examples I have as 
" yet been able to consult."

It may be well here to note the discovery of a number of 
leaden seals in the river Bug (Lithuania), but they prove to be 
of much later fabrication than our Brough examples. Many of 
their designs appear identical with potters' marks beneath 
crocks of an early Gothic period, found also in central Europe. 
All the impressions are very curious and they seem to bespeak 
a commingled Greek, Etruscan, Egyptian, Runic and Gothic 
origin. Through the kindness of the Rev. H. M. Scarth, 
of Bath, author of Aqua Solis, we are indebted for the illus 
trations of these remarkable rarities, now exhibited for 
comparison.

Mr. Roach Smith continues " The designs upon some of 
" our seals have been taken apparently from engraved stones ; 
" the owners using them as merchants' or traders' marks. The 
" others were of a more explicit kind, as they bear inscriptions 
" which either refer to the nature of the goods to which they 
" were affixed, or to the makers or traders ; or it may have 
" been to both. At present I have no means at hand for com- 

» Ante, p. 148.
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" parison and cannot confidently apply, towards interpreting 
" the abbreviated words and the numerals, the formula used 
" for reading stamps on other works of ancient art. OF. is 
" probably for officina, as upon the fictile ware, and the 
"reverses of most seem to indicate personal names. The 
" country from which they came is also doubtful. Their 
" general character, however, seems to bespeak a Phoanician 
" origin; the reverses ZAB and IVB sound very much like 
" Punic names; the ornaments upon some resemble those on 
" certain Celtiberian coins, and the last letter upon one seems 
" decidedly the Celtiberian S."*

In a more recently issued partf of the same valuable work 
two additional plates of these seals are introduced, with the 
following observations : " I am sorry to say I cannot add 
" much with confidence to the remarks which accompany the 
" first plate. At the same time I could not hesitate to avail 
"myself of the opportunity of placing upon permanent and 
" available record further examples of these seals, hitherto so 
" rare as to have escaped the notice of antiquaries. Two in 
" the plates have on one side LEGII and on the other EX P. 
" These may without doubt be attributed to the second legion; 
" of this type there are several examples (see our pi. II, fig. 2.) 
" Oil NER may be interpreted cohors II Nerviorum; CIIAE 
" may be cohors II jElia, and HIS may mean cohors His- 
" panarium. Another type reads 0 VIITR ; this may mean 
" cohors VII Thracum or Trevirorum, and further varieties 
" may, in like manner, be explained as indicative of other 
" cohorts, all probably located in Britain. But it is by no 
" means so easy to suggest a reason in explanation of the 
" fact of these seals being discovered in such numbers at 
" Brough, and so rarely at other places, the sites of Roman 
" military stations. Not a single example, so far as I am

* Coll. Antiqua, vol. iii, 197-8. + Ibid, vol. vi, 117-120, pi. 16, 17.
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" aware, has been detected among the miscellaneoiis remains 
" found at London, Colchester, Exeter, Wroxeter and other 
" localities which contain the ruins of Roman towns; so 
" that it would seem, as the inscriptions appear to indicate, 
" that these seals were appended to some kind of property 
" belonging to military bodies. But it is equally difficult to 
" understand how so many should have found their way to 
" this particular station; or, on the other hand, to suppose 
" they were manufactured there, as they appear to have been 
" used, and indeed must have been ; for, being complete, the 
" holes through them shew the two parts had been united over 
" the string or silk which attached them to the objects they 
" were intended to authenticate. * * * The reverses of 
" some have abbreviations which may be personal names, 
" while some resemble figures upon coins and gems ; among 
" them was a coin of Domitian in lead. / am disposed to 
" assign them all to the higher empire. One (fig. 2, pi. XVII), 
" as before observed, does not belong to the collection from 
" Brough, being no doubt of foreign extraction. It is pro- 
" bably of the time of Justinian, and may be compared with 
" figs. 2 and 5 in plate VII of Ficoroni's Piombi Antichi, a; 
" work which contains a large number of examples of Roman 
" seals in lead; but they throw no light whatever upon those 
"from Brough. A few years since two very interesting and 
" extremely rare leaden seals were found at Richborough, in 
" one of the rubbish pits outside the castrum, and were pre- 
" sented by Mr. Rolfe to Mr. Mayer. They are of the era- 
" peror Constantine and apparently from the same matrix, 
" The inscription round a young laureated head reads  
"' Constantinus, P. Aug.' The workmanship is good and 
" superior to that of most of the coins of the period. Most 
"probably they had been attached to letters or edicts by 
" means of a string, the marks of which are perceptible in 
" both."
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After thus supplying all that one of the most able and 
painstaking antiquaries of our day has heen able to state and 
opine relative to this series of unique relics, it may seem pre 
sumptuous in the  writer of the present paper to add any 
remarks of his own. He ventures, nevertheless, to suggest 
that Mr. Roach Smith's latest observations are the best, and 
that we must look rather to a military than a manufacturing 
origin for these pieces, a large proportion of which seem to 
bear inscriptions more or less abbreviated embracing the 
name of a legion, cohort or manipulus, and occasionally of 
some two of these. That lead was worked in the neighbour 
ing hills in ancient times is certain; and this fact strongly 
favours the supposition of their manufacture, possibly by 
soldiers from different countries temporarily stationed or 
quartered here. Difficulties nevertheless still remain, and the 
question as to how it has resulted that these pieces are appa 
rently found at the station of Verterse only, to the exclusion 
of those upon either hand, to say nothing of far more 
important and extensive Roman sites throughout this country, 
inclusive of many in which lead also abounded, constitutes 
a mysterious point yet to be resolved.


