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IT is my intention to give, in the following paper, a short 
account of the Cathedrals and greater Monasteries of England, 
and afterwards to describe the comprehensive scheme which 
was drawn up, in the time of Henry VIII, for the restoration 
of those institutions to a state of efficiency suited to the pro 
gressive spirit of the age and to the tenets of the Reformed 
Church. I am, fortunately, able to give a local interest to the 
latter part of the subject the charter of the mother Church 
of this diocese having been published in the " Blue Book" of 
1854, as an example of the position and duties assigned to the 
Cathedrals which were then founded.

" The original purpose of a Cathedral Church," according 
to the Report of the Cathedral Commission of 1854 (from which 
I shall largely quote), " was of a missionary character the 
" Bishop living together with his associated Clergy ; main- 
" taining the constant worship of Almighty God ; educating 
" the young in the faith of Christ; and sending forth preachers 
" of the gospel into all parts of the diocese." Monasteries, 
on the other hand, were designed as places of retirement, 
" wherein persons might be brought up in a way of devotion 
" and learning, to fit them for further service wneu they 
" should be taken out."

The four Welsh Bishoprics are derived from the ancient



British Church and, indeed, are the only representatives of 
that Church, which laid clnim to many Bishops and a large 
tody of adherents in other parts of the island. Its Clergy 
were distinguished by their simple mode of life. The sketch 
of the austere habits of the monks of Vnl Kosine, in Pem 
brokeshire, as drawn in the pages of Fuller, will give some 
idea of the character of this branch of the early Church. 
" They were raised with the crowing of the cock from their 
" beds and then betook themselves to their prnyers and spent jl 
" the rest of the day in their several callings. When their task 
" was done, they again bestowed themselves in prayers, 
" meditations, reading and writing ; and at night, when the 
" heavens were full of stars, they first began to feed, having 
" their temperate repast to satisfy hunger, on bread, water and 
" herbs. Then the third time they went to their prayers and 
" so to bed, till the circulation of their daily employment 
" returned in the morning."*

As the conquering Saxon became converted to the Christian 
faith, his church absorbed that of the weaker and subject 
people, nor does there at the present day remain any dis 
tinctive memorial of the earliest Church in Britain.

With the Saxons the change was very rapid. Immediately 
after they renounced heathenism they were distinguished for 
their devotion to the new faith and their love of religious 
rites. Kings and princes expended their wealth in building 
and endowing monasteries, till England was said to contain 
more monks than military men. The greatest of the Cathe 
drals Canterbury, Durham, Winchester and Ely the richest 
of the mitred abbeys Westminster, St. Albans, Glastonbury 
and St. Edmundsbury all derived their broad lauds and their- 
political importance from Saxon times. The more we exa 
mine the history of this period the more we shall perceive 
the great importance of the Church and the great numbers

  Fuller's Church History, vol. ii, p. 142,



of both sexes devoted to the celebration of her services. The 
officers of the Church are thus described in Elfric's Pastoral 
Charge, A.D. 095 :  " 1st, the ostiary keeps the doors, rings 
" the bells, admits believers ; 2nd, the lector reads in God's 
" Church and publishes God's word ; 3rd, the exorcist adjures 
"malignant spirits with invocations; 4th, the acolyth holds 
" the candle at Divine ministrations when the gospel is read, 
" to signify bliss by that light, to the honour of Christ, who 
" is our light ; 5th, the sub-deacon brings forth the vessels 
" to the deacon and humbly ministers under the deacon, with 
"the housel vessels, at the holy altar; 6th, the deacon mi- 
" nisters to the mass-priest and places the oblation on the 
" altar and reads the Gospel at the divine ministration : he 
" may baptize children and housel the people. The deacons 
"ought to serve their Saviour in white albs and preserve the 
" heavenly life with purity and let all be done as becometh 
" that order. 7th, the presbyter is the mass-priest or elder  
" not that lie is old otherwise than in wisdom ; he halloweth 
" God's housel, as our Saviour commanded; he ought by 
" preaching to instruct the people in their belief, and to give 
"an example to Christians by the purity of his manners. 
" There is no more between a bishop and a priest, but that 
" the bishop is appointed to ordain and to bishop children 
" and to hallow Churches and to take care of God's rights, for 
" they would be abundantly too many if every priest did this : 
" he hath the same order, but the other is more honourable."* 

The sloth and love of ease which almost invariably have 
attended the monastic life soon made their appearance in the 
Saxon, monasteries. The monks of Lindisfarne had been 
forbidden by their founder to drink anything1 but water and 
milk: they obtained permission to drink more generous 
liquors ale and wine. Monks are admonished by the 
Synod, A.D. 747, against wearing fashionable garterings on

* Hook's Lives of the Archbishops, vol. i, p. 447.



the leg, or laymen's cloaks. Writing to the monks of Wear- 
mouth, Alcuin exhorts that " the youth he accustomed to 
" attend the praises of our Heavenly King ; not to dig up the 
" burrows of foxes, or to pursue the winding mazes of hares." 
" In some monasteries the abbot might be seen in the same 
" attire as other men of his own station in society, with his 
" mantle of blue cloth, faced with crimson silk and ornamented 
" with stripes or vermicular figures. We find them addicted 
" to war, to hunting, to hawking, to games of chance, to the 
" company of minstrels and jesters. In some of the nunneries, 
" also, the lady abbess would appear in a scarlet tunic, with 
" full skirts and wide sleeves and hood, over an under vest of 
" fine linen, of a violet colour. Alcuin complains of secret 
"junketings and furtive compotations ; while the nuns were 
" forbidden to write or send amatory verses, and abbesses 
" were warned that there should not be any dark corners in 
" their houses, as advantage of them was taken for mischief."*

Amongst the good deeds of the early monks, it must not 
be forgotten that Dunstan required King Edgar to transmit 
to the different provinces of his kingdom copies of the Holy 
Scriptures, to be placed in the Churches for the instruction of 
the people.

The early Saxon Cathedrals were buildings of the simplest 
character ; the walls were often merely formed of the trunks 
of oak trees, and the roof of a covering of reeds. If the reeds 
were removed and the roof covered with sheets of lead, the 
Church was regarded as magnificent. It is recorded of Wil 
fred Archbishop of York, A.D. 078, as a cause for th*e highest 
commendation, that he covered the thatched roof of his Ca 
thedral with lead and filled the windows, hitherto open to the 
weather, with such glass as permitted the sun to shine within.t

It is no wonder, as the buildings were so very slight, that 
the Episcopal see was not unfrequently transferred from one

* Hook's Lives of the Archbishops, vol. i, p. 33. + Ibid, p. 157.
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town to another so much so that fifty-two places have been 
enumerated in England and Wales which have at some time 
or other been the see of a bishop. It requires a very good 
knowledge of ancient topography to trace the site of some 
of these cities. The greater part of one has been washed 
away by the ocean ; and it is possible that the fisherman 
may now cast his nets where East Anglian priests once 
chanted the services of their Church ; over others the 
shepherd and the ploughman unconsciously pursue their 
calling. In East Anglia were once the sees of Dunmoc 
(Dunwick) and Elmham ; in Wiltshire and Dorset of Sher- 
burn, Wilton and Ramsbury; of Leicester, in the county of 
that name ; in Oxfordshire of Dorchester ; in Lincolnshire 
of Sidnacester ; in Sussex of Silsey ; in Devon of Crediton ; 
and in Cornwall of Bodmin. The most curious history of 
Episcopal migration is to be found in the most northern 
diocese of England. Aidan, a Christian missionary from 
lona, selected Lindisfarne for his see. Finan, who succeeded 
him, built a Church of timber on that island and thatched it 
with reeds. He was succeeded by Cuthbert, who, dying in 
the odour of sanctity, was canonized. After a time the monks 
of Lindisfarne fled from their island home, on account of the 
incursions of the Danes, bearing with them the body of their 
sainted Bishop Cuthbert. For seven long years they wan 
dered, seeking a place of safety ; then for a time they settled 
at Chester-le-Street. Another invasion of the Danes drove 
them to Ripon and, lastly, they gained their permanent 
resting place at Dunholme, on the banks of the Wear.*

" Seven years St. Cuthbert's corpse they bore.

Ckester-le-Street and Ripon saw 
His holy corpse, ere Wanlilaw

Hailed him with joy and fear ; 
And, after many wanderings past, 
He chose his lordly seat nt last, 
Where his Cathedral, huge and vast,

Looks down upon the Wear." ,

  Winkle's Cathedrals, vol. IU,p. 68,
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The manner in which the Northmen vexed and harried 
England left its impress on the Saxon Church. To pass 
a life time in a round of quiet duties was preferred by many 
to engaging in the turmoils of the camp. The sanctity of 
hallowed ground was sometimes respected even by semi-bar 
barous foes. Kings and queens had been the nursing fathers 
and nursing mothers of the Christian fnith : they fled to its 
precincts for shelter in the hour of danger. Ealdormen and 
thanes had given so freely of their possessions to support its 
services, that the strength of the country was consumed in 
the maintenance of religion rather than in tho protection of 
the bulwarks of the land. This imparted a feebleness to the 
Church, which was converted into a refuge for the craven 
and faint-hearted from their barbarous foes. The Norman 
conquest, which made the life-blood of the whole nation beat 
more vigorously, added vastly to the importance of the Church. 
The fear of foreign invasion was removed, the dimness and 
lethargy of Saxondom was replaced by the energy and mental 
vigour of the Norman race; England no longer sat solitary  
a remote and unknown island ; her relations with the other 
countries of Europe were increased ; diplomacy may be said 
to have been introduced. It is true the Church was brought 
more fully under the subjection of the Roman Pontiff, but the 
loss of liberty was in a great measure repaid by increased 
intercourse with cities and universities where learning had 
long nourished. The laws became more complicated ; the 
great bulk of the nobles were simply men of war, illiterate, 
destitute of tact or legal knowledge. The administration of 
the law, therefore, very generally fell to those who had been 
educated in the schools of the Abbeys and who had assumed 
the tousure of a monastic order. Before the Reformation, 
half the Keepers of the Great Seal were Bishops : amongst 
the number were Thomas a Becket, William of Wykeham, 
Cardinal Beaufort, Wayuflete and Cardinal Wolsey   the 
most distinguished statesmen of their times.



The Normans were great builders ; and they gave perma 
nence to their religious institutions by the erection of splendid 
Churches and Abbeys. The migratory character of the Epis 
copal sees very soon ceased; after the conquest the changes 
 were few and unimportant.

Perhaps I cannot give a better idea of the early Norman 
Church than by briefly relating the acts and character of 
Sampson, Abbot of St. Edmundsbnry, an able prelate of the 
latter part of the twelfth century, as I find it portrayed in the 
quaint and loving words of one who had been his pupil and 
who took pride in the growing importance of his house. 
Abbot Sampson was appointed to the rule of the Abbey of 
St. Edmund's after a long period of neglect and misrule. 
He at once proceeded to grapple -with the debts and disorders 
of the monastery, to build barns and suitable offices and to 
survey his manors and the amount of their rent-roll. He 
obtained from the Pope the right to give Episcopal benedic 
tion, also exemption from visitations by the Archbishops of 
Canterbury. He granted an endowment to a grammar school. 
He brought home valuable robes and ornaments for the 
Church, including a copy of the Gospels, which had cost the 
enormous sum of fourscore marks. He maintained his feudal 
rights over the- fifty-two knights who held the lands of St. 
Edmund, and he seized the cattle of one who refused to per 
form his military service. At the siege of Windsor he 
appeared iu armour with his knights and the standard of 
St. Edmund. By force of arms he broke up the market of 
Lakenheath, which had been established by the monks of 
Ely, sending his bailiffs and six hundred armed men for the 
purpose. He maintained the right of the Abbey to levy toll 
on those frequenting the fair of St. Edmund. He forbade 
meetings and wrestlings and shows in the churchyard. He 
showed hospitality towards travellers and distinguished guests; 
and at Christmas it was his custom to entertain some of the



burgesses at his own table. He maintained parks, replenished 
with beasts of chase keeping a huntsman and dogs ; and he 
made the king a present both of dogs and horses. He quelled 
a mutiny among the monks binding the most refractory 
hand and foot and putting the others on bread and water. 
He rebuilt part of the Church in a substantial manner and 
he replaced the shrine of the saint with great magnificence.

His character is thus described by his pupil, Jocelyn of 
Brakelond : "Abbot Sampson was a man remarkably tem- 
" perate, never slothful, well able and willing to ride or walk, 
" till old age gained upon him. On hearing the news of the 
" cross being captive and the loss of Jerusalem, he began to 
" use under garments of horse-hair and a horse-hair shirt and 
" to abstain from flesh and flesh meats. . . . He abhorred 
" liars, drunkards and talkative folks. He also much con- 
" demned persons given to murmur at their meat or drink, 
" particularly monks who were dissatisfied therewith, himself 
" adhering to the uniform course he had practised when a 
" monk. . . . An eloquent man was he, both in French 
" and Latin, but intent more upon the substance and method 
" of what was to be said than the style of the words. He 
" could read English manuscript very critically, and was wont 
" to preach to the people in English, as well as in the dialect 
" of Norfolk, where he was born and bred. Wherefore ho 
" caused a pulpit to be set in the Church, for the use of the 
" hearers and for the ornament of the Church. The Abbot 
" also seemed to prefer an active life to one of contemplation 
" and rather commanded good officials than good monks; 
" and very seldom approved of any one on account of his 
" literary acquirements, unless he also possessed sufficient 
" knowledge of secular matters; and whenever he chanced to 
" hear that any prelate had resigned his pastoral care and 
" become an anchorite, he did not praise him for it. He never 
" applauded mep of too complying a disposition saying,
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"' He who endeavours to please all, ought to please none.' "* 
This portrait gives one the idea that Churchmen in those 

days were generally much engrossed in secular matters. From 
the chronicle we learn that the Abbey exercised a very lordly 
rule over the inhabitants of the town. The sacrist had the 
control of the prison of the borough. The cellarer (bursar) 
demanded a penny for every cow sent to pasture on the 
common and impounded those for which no payment was 
made. He sent the men of the town to fish for eels; and his 
licence was required before they could dig for chalk or clay.

It may here be well to point out the difference between the 
Cathedral and the Abbey. The former was originally served 
by secular canons, with a bishop at their head, who were 
allowed to hold private property, and who before the conquest, 
and, indeed, for some time after, were generally married men; 
whilst the Abbey was in the hands of the monks of some 
regular order, who were bound by vows of celibacy and could 
only hold property for the good of the whole body. Looking 
back through the vista of several centuries, the difference 
seems but slight, but then it was looked upon as all im. 
portant and was the cause of the bitterest rivalry, and 
of a long continued struggle on the part of the monks 
and their adherents to obtain possession of the Cathe 
drals and their ample revenues. At the time of the 
conquest there were sixteen Cathedrals in England, exclusive 
of the four in Wales. Of these sixteen, two Cathedrals, 
Winchester and Worcester, had been in the hands of Bene 
dictine monks since the times of St. Dunstan. Shortly after 
the conquest monks were substituted for secular canons in 
Canterbury, Durham and Rochester. The same change was 
also made in Norwich. Two sees were founded in the twelfth 
century at Ely and Carlisle, which were both of them asso 
ciated with monasteries. No further change was made till

« Chronicle of Jocelyn of Brakelond.
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the Reformation, which found eight Cathedrals out of eighteen 
in the hands of monks. We thus see how completely the 
early history of our Cathedrals is interwoven with that of the 
monastic institutions of England.

Besides these twenty or twenty-two Cathedrals, there 
were a large number of mitred abbeys, hardly inferior in 
importance and wealth. Previous to the time of Edward III 
the number of abbots and priors summoned to Parliament 
was constantly varying. In the forty-ninth year of Henry III 
sixty-four abbots and thirty-six priors were summoned; one 
year, in the time of Edward I, seventy-five were summoned ; 
a few years later, in the time of Edward II, only fifteen. At 
last Edward III limited the number to twenty-six, who all 
held of the king in capite per baroniam, having an entire 
barony, to which thirteen knights' fees at least did belong. 
One of these twenty-six, the Prior of St. John's in Jerusalem, 
took precedence as " the first and chief baron in England:" 
he was generally of noble extraction and an accomplished 
soldier.* There were several very large and wealthy Abbeys 
not included in the twenty-six : amongst others was the Abbey 
of St. Werbergh, now the Cathedral of this diocese. The heads 
of the mitred Abbeys gradually obtained exemption from Epis 
copal control. They possessed a Inrge number of impropriate 
parishes, the services of which were ministered by their vicars; 
and they had the oversight of many minor cells and houses.

From these facts we may learn the very great political 
power assigned to those dedicated to the services of the 
Church. The power of the people and the trading classes 
was then unknown : the popuhir element in the body politic 
rested with the Church. Her offices and places of importance 
were elective, though sometimes controlled by the strong arm 
of might. The plebeian could place himself on an equality 
with the nobles solely by means of taking holy orders.

* Fuller's Church History, vol. II, p. 182.
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Through the Abbey schools men could rise from the humblest 
to the highest positions in society. The monks of St. Albans 
could point to Nicholas Breakspear, when he was seated, a 
very proud prelate, on the Papal throne, and speak of 
the time when they admitted him a serving lad into their 
house.* " The language of the Church was directly op- 
" posed to that of the Castle ; and it was openly proclaimed 
" that ' all Christian men are brothers, whether high or low, 
" ' noble or ignoble, lord or slave. The wealthy is not better 
" ' on that account than the needy. The slave might as boldly 
" ' call God his Father as the king. We are all alike before 
" ' God, unless any one excel another in good works.' How 
" elevating to the character, how consolatory to the heart, must 
"such langunge have been to those whom the feudal lord 
" regarded as less valuable than his war-horse and as little 
" better than his chattels ! Although the time had not arrived 
"when the foot, in touching the English soil, became the foot 
"of a free man, yet provision was made in the monasteries for 
" the emancipation of slaves. No feudal lord could refuse f'ree- 
" dom to his slave, if the slave was desirous of receiving even 
" the inferior orders of the Church, provided the sum required 
" for the purchase of his freedom was forthcoming ; and from 
" the treasury of the Monastery the money might be drawn by 
"any one who proved himself worthy of freedom nnd was 
" willing to submit to the restraints of religion nnd morality."f 

It is impossible to look at the history of the Monasteries 
of England without chiefly regarding them in the light of 
social and moral institutious. Still, if we only looked at 
them in that point of view, we should be wrong; many of 
them were the scenes of much religious life. Can any one 
who has visited the Convent of St. Bernard, or those at 
Mount Sinai or Mount Cartnel, doubt that their inmates 
are actuated by the highest motives in the work they hare

* Hook's Lives of the Archbishops, vol. ii, p. 21. + Ibid, p. 19.
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undertaken, and that they are sustained amid the dangers 
and seclusion of their daily life by the richest consolations of 
our Christian faith ? If we make this admission, how can we 
help having the same belief of those who, during the long 
years of ignorance and war and rapine of the Middle Ages, 
maintained the light (dim and flickering it may have been) of 
our revealed religion, and who, by so doing, have conferred 
a ceaseless obligation on every sect within the British Isles.

We are indebted to a monk of Cluny for one of the most 
beautiful hymns we possess : 

" Urbs Syon aurea, Patria lactea, sive decora;"

which has been so admirably rendered by Dr. Neale 

" Jerusalem, the golden !
With milk and lioney blest, 

Beneath thy contemplation
Sink heart and voice opprest; 

I know not, oil ! 1 know not
What social joys are there ; 

What radiancy of glory,
What light beyond compare!"

It is related of Archbishop Anselm, when Abbot of Bee, 
that the Monastery was often in want of provisions for the 
following day ; and the poor officials of the house (cellerarii, 
camerarii et secretarii), when they came to him enquiring 
what was to be done, were received with these words (which 
might have been uttered at the present day by Mr. Miiller, 
the founder of the Orphan Houses near Bristol) " Trust in 
" the Lord : He will make provision for us."*

Again, in the Crusades we have a marvellous proof of the 
religious zeal of the Middle Ages. Hosts of mailed warriors 
and men-at-arms pouring forth to rescue the holy shrines ; 
and amongst those armed multitudes were many who, like 
their great leaders, Godfrey de Bouillon and the sainted 
Louis IX, desired not earthly greed or glory so much as to 
fight manfully under Christ's banner in heathen lands.

» Hook's Lives of the Archbishops, vol. ii, p, 179.
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And we have another proof, in the wonderful eagerness 
for building and endowing Churches and religious houses. 
The motives which led to the foundation of these monastic 
piles were various  if not always good, certainly not 
always had. Did any noble feel remorse for the deeds of a 
vicious and unjust life the endowment of an Abbey was 
considered a full atonement for all his misdeeds. Did any 
husband or wife, sorrowing for the loss of those dearest to 
them, wish to withdraw from the turmoil of worldly cares  
the Abbey was ready to open its gates for them and the 
contents of their coffers. One beauteous pile owes its origin 
to the untimely death of an only son. Did any one seek to 
diminish the ignorance and savagery of the district around 
him the erection of a monastic house was the means he 
employed. The names of the builders of many of our Cathedrals 
and principal Churches are lost or forgotten. They do not 
seem to have cared whether they were remembered or not ; 
and there is much truth in the words of the illustrious 
President of this Society, Mr. W. E. Gladstone, that " it has 
"been observed, as a circumstance full of meaning, that no 
" man knows the names of the architects of our Cathedrals. 
" They left no record of themselves upon the fabrics, as if 
" they would have nothing there that could suggest any other 
" idea than the glory of that God to whom the edifices were 
" devoted for perpetual and solemn worship ; nothing to 
" mingle a meaner association with the profound sense of His 
" presence ; or as if in the joy of having built Him a house, 
" there was no want left unfulfilled, no room for the question 
" whether it is good for a man to live in posthumous renown."*

But the great power and wealth acquired by the Abbeys 
were the cause of their decay and ultimate downfall. 
"Jeshurun waxed fat and kicked." They speedily forgot 
the objects for which they were established, the vows

» Quotation in Quarterly Review, No. clxix, p. 127.



by which they were hound. " Giraldus Camhrensis tells us 
" that on his return from ahroad he dined with the monks of 
" Canterbury (this was in the twelfth century). Having 
" eaten of their bread, he lifts up his heel against them and 
"maliciously exposes their bill of fare. It is a curious picture 
" of the times ;  sixteen lordly dishes and upwards, besides a 
" course of herbs  which latter, however, were not in much 
"request; fish of divers kinds, roast and boiled, stewed and 
" fried ; omelets, seasoned meats and sundry provocatives of 
" the palate, prepared by cunning cooks ; wines in ample 
" profusion, sicera, piment, claret, must, mede and moretum 
" (mulberry), anything and everything but ale, the boast of 
" England and more especinlly of Kent. ' What would Paul 
" ' the Hermit have said to all this'?' thinks the splenetic 
" Giraldus to himself; 'or St. Anthony? or St. Benedict, 
" ' the founder of the order ?' "*

As might be expected, the mitred Abbeys presently found 
rivals in the establishment of the mendicant friars, who were 
forbidden by their vows to hold any property, wandering from 
parish to parish, from town to town having authority from 
the Pope to preach wherever they chose, whether the curate 
was willing or not. Their sermons were often diatribes 
against the secular clergy, against their ignorance find sloth ; 
or contrasted their own poverty with the lordly establishments, 
the goodly estates and lavish expenditure of the monks. The 
friars, by their original rules, did not profess to own any 
property, but they might erect buildings, and many magnifi 
cent churches bear witness to their presence in this island. 
They cultivated learning with success. All the four orders 
of friars (Franciscans, or Friars Minor ; Dominicans, or Black 
Friars; Carmelites, or White Friars ; and Augustins, or Grey 
Friars) had flourishing houses at both Oxford and Cambridge. 
They filled the professors' chairs in the universities ; searched

* Blunt's History of the Reformation, p. 84.
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out manuscripts and multiplied the copies, collected libraries 
at any cost.* If they laboured for the instruction of those 
around them, they did not forget that a great part of mankind 
would rather be amused than taught any kind of serious 
learning ; and therefore the friars sought to divert the multitude 
by means of mysteries or miracle plays. From these repre 
sentations of scripture scenes or moral allegories we have 
derived our British drama. The same century which wit 
nessed the performance of these now forgotten plnys also 
witnessed those marvellous productions of the genius of 
Shakspeare which will live for ever. Both monks and 
friars possessed sources of gain in the shrines and mira 
culous relics or images in their Churches. Our Lady of 
Walsiugham, the shrine of St. Edmund at St. Eduiundsbury, 
the tomb of St. Thomas of Canterbury drew crowds of pilgrims 
from all parts of the country, who beguiled their journey with 
amusements of divers kinds. It is stated that whilst no 
man brought his gift to the altar of his Saviour in Canterbury 
Cathedral throughout a whole year, offerings were made at the 
shrine of St. Thomas a Becket in the same place and during the 
same period, to the amount of nearly a thousand pounds.!

There was one custom, connected with some of the Cathedrals 
and larger conventual Churches, which I shall mention as a 
specimen, of the-mummery in which that age delighted, and also 
as a proof of the very large numbers of young inmates of these 
houses I mean the election of the boy or barn bishop. It was 
an ancient custom in Churches which had Cathedral service, for 
the little choristers on the day of St. Nicholas, the patron 
saint of children, to elect one of their number to he the boy 
or barn bishop. He presided over the rest till Innocents' 
day, when, with great pageantry, he laid down his office. 
The statutes attending the investiture of the episcopus puer- 
orum are prescribed by the statute of the Church of Sarum.J

* Blunt's Hist, of the Reformation, p. 36. + Ibid, p. 73. 
} At York he was to be handsome and well shaped.
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The other children of the choir toot the style and office of 
prehendaries and yielded canonical obedience to their youthful 
superior. He and his fellows performed an appointed service 
in the choir, according to a well-established usage. Traces 
of this curious custom are to be found in the records of several 
of the Cathedrals and public schools, and from it the now 
extinct Eton Montem is said to have originated.*

I cannot conclude this short account of the monastic 
institutions of England without quoting the beautiful words 
of the late Professor Blunt on the benefits derived from them. 
" They had been the alms-houses, where the aged dependants 
" of more opulent families, the decrepid servant, the decayed 
" artificer retired as to a home, neither uncomfortable nor 
"humiliating; they had been the county infirmaries and 
" dispensaries a knowledge of medicine and of the virtues 
" of herbs being a department of monkish learning (as 
" passages in the old dramatic writers sometimes indicate)   
" and a hospital and perhaps a laboratory being component 
" parts of a monkish establishment ; they had been foundling 
" asylums, relieving the state of many orphan and outcast 
" children and ministering to their necessities God's ravens 
" in the wilderness (neither so black as they had been repre- 
" sented), bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh 
" in the evening ; they had been inns for the way-faring man, 
" who heard from afar the sound of the vesper-bell, at once 
" inviting him to repose and devotion, and who might sing his 
" matins with the morning star, and go on his way rejoicing ; 
" they filled up the gap in which the public libraries have since 
" stood ; and if their inmates were not very desirous to eat of 
" the tree of knowledge themselves, they had, at least, the 
" merit of cherishing and preserving it alive for others."f

« Kees's Encyclopedia : article " Boy Bishop." Hone's Every Day Book. 
+ Blunt's History of the Reformation, page 141.
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But their doom was fixed; a few short years destroyed or 
entirely altered ihe work, in some cases, of eight long centuries. 
It is only three centuries since their fall. In spite of it, during 
that time England has prospered in temporal and spiritual 
hlessings as she never did before. The great abstraction of 
Church property at the time of the Eeformation has been the 
source of much lamentation. No doubt it was at the time a 
grievous and a bitter trial; but such lamentations are now 
out of place. " Let the dead past bury its dead ! "

The Church has been left with endowments ample enough 
to ensure her permanence, but not large enough to restrain 
her from enlisting the cordial sympathy and aid of the laity 
for her further progress and development. The clergy have 
been confined to the sacred duties of their office ; many secular 
duties, once assigned to them, have been transferred to other 
and to fitter hands. Perhaps there may be a difference of 
opinion whether the relief of the temporal necessities of the 
poor should be entirely committed to those engaged in spiritual 
work. But there can be no difference of opinion as to whether 
our foreign negociations, for instance, about Italy or Poland, 
should be entrusted to a layman or to a bishop or a dean; as 
to whether the Great Seal should be committed to the charge 
of a monk or of a trained lawyer like Eldon or Lyndhurst or 
Westbury; as to whether it is not an advantage both for Church 
and State that the Treasury and the Home Office are no 
longer prizes which may be sought by those set apart for the 
cure of souls. With the Tudor monarchs arose that race 
of great statesmen who, from Burleigh and Walsingham to 
Pitt and Peel and Palmerstou, have done so much to make 
England what she is. There can he no donbt that the charge 
of the infirmary is best intrusted to those who have made the 
study of medicine the chief object of their lives : whilst the
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maintenance of bridges and highways may surely be left to 
the lay inhabitants of the district.

At the time of the Reformation only nine English Cathe 
drals were in the hands of secular canons. They are termed 
Cathedrals of the old foundation namely, York, St. Paul's, 
Chichester, Exeter, Hereford, Lichfield, Lincoln, Salisbury 
and Wells. The four Welsh Cathedrals, which were very 
poor and incomplete in their appointments, were on the same 
footing. There were eight Cathedrals which at different times 
had passed into the hands of various monastic bodies, namely 
 Canterbury, Durham, Winchester, Carlisle, Ely, Norwich, 
Rochester and Worcester. It was proposed to found about 
twenty new sees from the large property abstracted from the 
Abbeys. This scheme was partially accomplished by the 
creation of the bishoprics of Gloucester, Bristol, Peterborough, 
Chester, Oxford and Westminster the last of which only 
existed nine years. It appears that the other sees which 
Henry VIII intended to found were to have been at Waltham 
for Essex, at Saint Albaus for Herts, at Burton-on-Trent, at 
Shrewsbury, at Colchester, at Bodmin, at Lancaster, at Saint 
Jermyn and at Fountayne for the archdeaconry of Richmond 
in Yorkshire. This scheme had really been proposed eight 
hundred years before by the Venerable Bede, who earnestly 
exhorted Egbert to endeavour to increase the number of sees, 
by converting Monasteries into Cathedrals.*

The changes made at this period were generally most in 
complete, a curious instance of which is shewn in the evidence 
given by the chapter of Lincoln in 1854. They state that 
their statutes were embodied previous to the year 1440 and, 
therefore, during the prevalence of the Roman Catholic reli 
gion in this kingdom. The duties detailed in the statutes 
relate to the forms and proceedings during Divine service in 
the Cathedral, in accordance with that form of worship.

* Cathedral Commission, 1854, Beport, p. xxxix.
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" The statutes have not been re-modelled at the time of or 
" since the Reformation and are not applicable to the per- 
" formance of Divine service according to the Reformed 
" Church of England."* The original constitution of some 
of the other Cathedrals of the old foundation is exceedingly 
obscure. Hereford, for instance, is said, almost till the pre 
sent time, to have been governed by custom, by injunction 
and by statutes or charters of Queen Elizabeth and of King 
Charles I, but from these sources no very distinct information 
can be gathered as to the original constitution.f

I will now give the substance of the original charter of the 
Cathedral of Chester, which will show in what manner the 
fathers of the English Reformation intended to employ a large 
number of monastic institutions.

The Abbey of St. Werburgh, which had, according to Fuller, 
a rental of £1073 a year, making it one of the twenty weal 
thiest conventual houses in England, was converted, in 1541, 
into the Cathedral Church of Christ and the Blessed Virgin 
Mary in Chester. The objects of the foundation are these :  
" That true religion and the genuine worship of God may be 
" therein wholly restored and reformed after the primitive or 
" pure standard of sincerity; and that from thenceforth the 
" truths' of Holy Scripture may be taught and the Sacraments 
" of our saving religion rightly administered, good moral 
" discipline maintained, youth freely instructed in letters, the 
" old and infirm suitably provided for, and lastly, eleemosy- 
" nary largesses to the poor, the repairs of roads and bridges 
" and all other offices of piety may from thence be abundantly 
" diffused into all the adjacent region, to the glory of Almighty 
" God and the common advantage and happiness of our sub 
jects."! They are more briefly described in the preamble of 
the statutes : " That the pure worship of God may be main-

* Cathedral Commission, App. p. 253. + Ibid Report, p. 19. 
{ Cathedral Commission Appendix, page 125.
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" tained and the Holy Gospel assiduously and purely preached 
" and besides this, that to the advancement of the Christian 
" faith and piety, the youth of our realm may be trained up 
*' in sound learning and the poor for ever maintained."

The duties of the various members of the Church were as 
follows: The dean is required to take an oath that to the 
utmost of his power he will " well and faithfully rule and 
" govern this Church according to the statutes, and that he 
" will well and faithfully keep and preserve, and see that others 
" keep and preserve, all the goods, lands, tenements, revenues 
" and possessions, rights and liberties and privileges of the 
" same, and all other things, as well moveables as fixtures 
" and all the other profits of the same Church." " He is 
" invested with full authority over all canons and other 
" officers of the Church, to reprove, rebuke and exhort them 
" and, if need be, to punish them for neglect of duty. The 
" charter gives him power to correct, depose and expel all or 
" any of the inferior officers of the Church, but this power 
" seems to be modified by the statutes, which prescribe the 
" mode in -which offenders are to be dealt with. He is to see 
" that the offices of Divine worship are reverently performed. 
" He is himself to officiate on all the great festivals. He is to 
" take care that sermons be preached upon the days appointed, 
" that the b«.-ys are competently instructed, the alms distri- 
" buted and, generally, that every member of the body 
" faithfully performs the duties assigned to him." He is 
" to maintain an honourable and sufficient style of living, 
" to be hospitable, liberal to the poor, and economical in 
" his personal expenditure. He and the receiver, once in 
" every year, are to visit and inspect all the manors and 
" estates of the Church. A register is to be made of the 
" state of all the manors and buildings. He is to preach 
" (per se aut per alium], on Easter Day, Good Friday and

I
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" Christmas Day and generally to be diligent in labouring in 
" the "Word of God, especially in the Cathedral Church."*

The canons are required to take an oath that they will 
defend the possessions and rights of the Church ; " that they 
" will observe the statutes and maintain the observance of them; 
" that they will in no respect hinder, but rather promote and 
" advance the advantage and honour of the Church, as far 
" as it can lawfully be done ; and that, if elected to any office 
" in the Church, they will be willing to undertake it and to 
" discharge the duties of it to the utmost of their power. 
" Their duty is to be instant in season and out of season in 
"preaching God's Word, both in the Cathedral and elsewhere, 
" and, in particular, to preach four English sermons at the 
" least in the said Church on Sundays (per se aut per alias)." 
(In some Cathedral statutes it is especially enjoined that they 
are to provide for the ministrations of religion in appropriated 
parishes : the members of the Cathedral are not to reap without 
sowing also.) The canons are " required to maintain separate 
" establishments, except under special circumstances ; and so 
" to expend the income which they derive from the Church 
" as to be neither penurious nor extravagant." In certain 
cases the canons may establish a common table. " They 
" are to show all respect and obedience to the dean as their 
" head and chief, and to exercise hospitality."

The duty of hospitality is more strongly enforced in the 
statutes of the Cathedral of Durham, where it is stated, in 
reference to a certain residence of twenty-one days, that " they 
" must give notice to the chapter when those twenty-one days 
" begin ; and for that whole time let them live more daintily 
" than they used to do at other times in the year, entertaining. 
" the choir and inviting the citizens and strangers, as becomes 
" persons keeping hospitality." And the statutes further 
appropriate certain lands and tenements, " that the canons

» Cathedral Commission Appendix, pp. 126 and 127,



"resident, who as far as they are able keep up hospitality 
" (a thing hy far the most grateful to God and man) may go 
" on prosperously in their affairs."*

The vice-dean is to take precedence next to the dean and, 
in all matters relating to the Church, to show superior diligence 
and circumspection. The receiver is to receive payments due 
to the Church, superintend outlying estates, and see that 
all dilapidations thereupon are duly repaired. The treasurer 
is to have the guardianship of the fabric of the Church, 
to keep it in good repair, as well as the official houses, except 
those of the dean and canons. " He is also to provide all the 
" requisite material for the furniture and fitting of the Church 
*' and choir ; to take care that a sufficient supply of timber 
" for building be kept in store; to see that the dean and 
" canons keep their houses in proper repair, and if they ueg- 
" lect to do so to repair them at their expense." " He is also 
" to have charge of the sacristy, to see that all the sacred 
" implements, vestments and records are duly preserved."t

The greater officers of the Church are few in number in the 
Cathedrals of conventual origin, for the excellent reason that 
they were more or less completely re-modelled at the Refor 
mation. At Chester the original constitution only appoints six 
canons, which was the common number, but there were eight at 
Ely, ten at Worcester and twelve at Westminster, Canterbury, 
Durham and Winchester, respectively. Very curiously, the 
Cathedrals of secular canons which, before the Reformation, 
had been strongly opposed by the monastic orders, after that 
period exhibited a greater resemblance than any other insti 
tutions in England to the monastic houses. The number of 
their prebendaries or canons, who in position were equal to 
the ordinary monks, was very considerable : in Exeter it was 
twenty-four, Chichester twenty-eight, Lichfield twenty-seven, 
St. Paul's thirty, York thirty-six, Wells forty-nine, Lincoln

* Cathedral Commission Appendix, p. 47. + Ibid, p. 137.



fifty-two, and Salishury fifty-three. From these larger chapters 
the canons residentiary, the precentor, treasurer and chancellor 
were to he chosen. There were generally an equal number of 
minor canons, or vicars choral under the canons. One of the 
members of these Cathedrals of the Old Foundation is 
described as follows : 

" The office of Chancellor of the Cathedral is distinct from 
" that of Chancellor of the diocese. To him was committed 
" the department of theology and learning in general. It was 
" his duty to superintend the reading of the Scriptures in the 
" choir, and to see that they were well and distinctly read ; to 
"preach, and to arrange the cycle of preachers both in the 
" Cathedral Church and elsewhere; to deliver theological 
" lectures; to nominate schoolmasters in the city and in 
" other places; to preserve the sacred books used in the 
" choir and the library of the Church ;" (at Salisbury he was 
required to bind or mend the books of the library as well as 
of the Church, at his own expense;) " to keep the chapter 
" seal, in conjunction with the Treasurer ; to write the letters 
" of the chapter and a record of all proceedings."*

There was no enactment in the Cathedrals of later founda 
tion that the bishop should take part in the celebration of 
Divine worship; but the chapter was to form a council to 
their diocesan. In the statutes of Ely it is enacted that 
" not only Christ's Holy Gospel may be diligently and purely 
" preached by learned and grave men, who, after the example 
" of the primitive Church, may assist the bishop, as his 
" presbytery, in all weightier matters ; but that also heresies 
" and false doctrines may be checked and expelled."f

The missionary character of the Cathedrals is exemplified 
at Canterbury by the six preachers, who were originally 
appointed that they might preach in the Cathedral, in the 
country villages in the neighbourhood and in the parishes 
where the chapter held property.

* Cathedral Commission First Report, j>. yi. + Ibid, p. z.



I will now enumerate the inferior officers of Chester Ca 
thedral of whom the most important were the minor canons. 
To them was entrusted the duty of singing the praises of God 
perpetually in His Church. On admission they swear " to 
" show due obedience and respect to the dean and canons 
" and have strict regard to the honour and profit of the 
" Cathedral Church." " The precentor, who is chosen from 
" among them, is to appoint the order of the music for Divine 
" Service and to lead the singers in the performance of it in 
" the choir." The duty of the lay clerks is the same with 
that of the minor canons. " They and all the other officers 
" of the Church are to wear livery gowns, the material for 
" which is to be provided annually by the dean and receiver, 
" at Christmas. The precentor is to report the absences 
" from Divine Service both of the dean and chapter and of 
" all inferior officers. He is to preside at the first table in 
" the hall, and to be the mortem censor there, seeing that 
" silence, order and propriety of conduct be observed by all 
" present." The duty of the sacrist is to take charge of the 
interior of the Church, with all vestments, books, cups, records 
and other apparatus. He is also to provide the requisite supply 
of wine, wax and candles for the celebration of Divine Service. 
" He is also to visit the sick within the precincts of the 
" Church, and receive their confession, and to administer 
" the sacraments. He is to take charge of the oblations 
" made in the Cathedral and to hand them over for the use 
" of the Church."

" The eight choristers are to be boys of tender age and 
" with good musical voices, whose duty it is to attend upon, 
" serve and sing in the choir, at all times of Divine Service, 
" under the direction of the precentor. The master of the 
" choristers is to be a man of honest report and good life, 
" skilled in the art of singing and playing the organ; and 
" he is to devote himself to the instruction of the boys in 
"playing the organ and singing _in Divine Service,"
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" The head master of the school is to be a Latin and Greek 
" scholar, of good character and pious life, and imbued with 
" the faculty of teaching. His duty is to instruct the twenty- 
" four boys, and all others who frequent the school for the 
" purpose of learning grammar, in religious knowledge and 
" sound learning. He is to report to the dean every slow 
"and stupid hoy, who shows an indisposition to learn, that he 
" may be removed from the school." He, as well as the under 
master, is required to wear a livery gown. Either of them 
may be removed or deposed by the dean and chapter, if 
idle or negligent or incapable of teaching. " The twenty- 
" four grammar scholars are to be poor and friendless boys, 
" who have some capacity for learning, and who are able to 
" read and write, and are moderately acquainted with the 
" rudiments of grammar. They are to be maintained at the 
" cost of the Church until they have acquired a tolerable 
" knowledge of Latin grammar, and can speak and write in 
" that language. Every slow and dull boy is to be expelled 
" by the dean, that he may not, like a drone, consume the 
" honey of the bees. The boys are to wear gowns and to attend 
" Divine service on all festivals." The dean and chapter say 
nothing about exhibitions at the Universities; but the head 
master states that originally provision was made for the main 
tenance of four scholars at Oxford or Cambridge, This seems 
to have been the case at several of the other Cathedrals.

" The six beadsmen must be poor and indigent persons, or 
" who have been disabled and mutilated in battle, or such as 
" are enfeebled by age, or otherwise disabled and reduced to 
" poverty and wretchedness. Their duty is, so far as their 
" infirmities will permit, to be present every day at Divine 
" Service in the choir, to be attentive to the prayers, to keep 
" the Church clean, to ring the bells, &c. They are also to 
" wear livery gowns."

In addition there are several purely secular officials con-



nected -with the Cathedral. The butler is to serve out 
meat and drink to those who mess at the common tahle, and 
to purchase provisions for the table of the minor canons 
and officers. The porters are to keep the keys of the gates, 
to keep guard upon the doors and outlets of the Cathedral 
precincts, and shut and open them as directed by the dean or 
vice-dean. They are not to allow any of them to be open at 
night, except by the express order of the dean or vice-dean.

" One of the porters is also to officiate as barber, and to 
" cut hair and shave, without charge, all the members and 
" officers of the church."

The form of the tonsure had always been an important 
point in ancient religious controversies. The British and the 
Bomish sections of the early Church had quarrelled about it 
as fiercely as churchmen of the present day have done about 
matters equally unimportant. Canons have been enacted on 
the subject. At the synod held at Winchester, under Arch 
bishop Kichard, A.D. 1174, it was decreed, " that clerks, who 
" wear long hair, are to be clipped, whether they like it or not, 
" by the archdeacon." *

There were also a cook and an under cook to prepare all 
provisions for the common table. For the management of 
this common table in the hall one of the clergy was to be 
chosen as seneschal or steward for the year. This completes 
the staff of officers belonging to the Cathedral of Chester. 
In some other Cathedral Churches the lay officers were more 
numerous. Ely possessed a bridge-reeve, Norwich a keeper 
of the ferry, Peterborough a cupbearer, Worcester a caterer, 
and Canterbury a band of sacbutteers and cornetteers. Thus 
the leading spirits of the English Reformation designed that 
our Cathedrals should be institutions of a collegiate character, 
that the clergy belonging to them should permanently live 
within their precincts, should be engaged in die daily celebra-

* Hook's Lives of the Archbishops, vol. ii, p. 533.
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tion of religious worship, that their preaching and learning 
should influence the rest of the diocese, and that a school 
for the training of the young should form an essential and 
prominent part of the establishment.

It is almost needless to state that this scheme was in no 
instance fully carried out. The common tahle was never 
instituted at Chester. Indeed in many cases, though the 
Crown gave up the ahbeys to the purposes of religion, their 
broad lands were reserved to gratify some favourite of the hour, 
and the chapter had not the means of performing all the task 
entrusted to it. It is true the rent rolls of Durham, West 
minster, Canterbury, Winchester and Windsor were large, but 
these were exceptions; they were much larger than those of any 
other Cathedral or Collegiate Church. The Welsh chapters 
and, indeed, some of the English were most meagrely endowed.

In a very .able paper read at the Church Congress at Man 
chester, by Mr. Akroyd, a heavy charge was brought against 
the nineteenth century that it had not built any great Church 
or Minster which could compare with the works of the past. 
This is perfectly true, but it is only half the truth. Our 
forefathers were engaged in the erection of the Abbey- 
Churches for four or five centuries for about fifteen genera 
tions ; the present generation, which is said to have built from 
three to four thousand Churches at a cost of £l 1,000,000, has 
not forgotten our ancient Cathedrals, which it found in a most 
neglected condition'; and if it has not thought fit to build any 
new Minster to its own praise and glory, it has at any rate, in 
a reverent spirit, striven to preserve those which by-gone ages 
have committed to its care. Very large sums have been ex 
pended on the restoration of our Cathedrals: in twenty-five 
years considerably more than £100,000 on York Minster, the 
glory of the northern province ; more than £63,000 on Canter 
bury ; and sums of from £30,000 to £50,000 on several others.*

* Chichester, Durham, Ely, Hereford &c.
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Indeed, all of them have undergone some restoration. Be 
sides the Cathedrals, very large sums have been expended on 
some of our fine old parish Churches, such asDoncaster, which 
has been rebuilt at a cost of £50,000 ; St. Mary Kedcliffe, 
Bristol; St. Mary Magdalen, at Taunton, which glories in 
the noblest tower in the west country ; Wirnborne Minster, 
Malvern Priory, Sherborne Abbey &c.* Thanks to the liber 
ality of the present age and the genius of Gilbert Scott, our 
Cathedrals rise in greater stateliness and beauty than at any 
time since the Great Rebellion, or perhaps since the time of 
Henry VIII.

The course of time has wrought one curious effect on our 
Cathedrals; it has practically introduced a division of labour 
among them. The original idea was that each was to be in 
various ways the religious metropolis of a little district. At 
the close of three centuries the greatly increased facilities of 
communication have frustrated this scheme ; the spirit of the 
age is abhorrent of isolated communities; and the result is, 
that most of these Cathedral bodies devote themselves par 
ticularly to one of the functions for which they were founded. 
The Cathedral of Oxford is simply a college, nothing more; 
that of Durham, largely connected with the University of 
that city; that of Ely, partly connected with the University 
of Cambridge, by means of its Eegius Professorships ; that of 
Westminster, with a public school. All the canonries of 
Manchester, and two of those of Westminster, will, for the 
future, he annexed to parochial cures. The schools attached to 
the Cathedrals have not as a rule fulfilled the intention of their 
founders, which was that they should be nurseries for the 
universities and the Church, and they have not generally kept 
pace with the better endowed schools around them. Several

* These restorations have sometimes been aided by move distant branches of 
the Auglo-Snxon race. The Cotton Chapel attached to Boston Church was 
restored at tile expense of the greater Boston in the United Stales Cotton, a 
leading pastor of the Pilgrim Fathers, being a native of the former town.
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Cathedrals, as Chichester, Wells, Exeter and Lichfield, have 
theological colleges attached to them, but they are all very 
small ; and public opinion is strongly opposed to small 
colleges. A few have some connection with neighbouring 
training colleges for schoolmasters. There cannot be a greater 
contrast than between the crowded congregations at St. Paul's, 
Westminster, Chester &c., and those in some of the smaller 
cities. The circumstances around the Cathedral of Lanca 
shire on the busy banks of the Irwell, closely hemmed in by 
more than half a million souls, are entirely different from 
those around that pleasant hill rising amidst the fens of 
Cambridgeshire, where the grand old Cathedral of Ely, once 
a Benedictine monastery, forms no inconsiderable part of the 
town.

Our Cathedrals have always been most dissimilar; the rules 
which might be just to some would be most unjust to others ; 
and, whilst public opinion allots the precincts in the quiet 
Cathedral close to those who are pursuing the study of sacred 
literature, it hopes that the canonries in our populous cities 
may render assistance to those who are striving with the 
many and varied difficulties of the present time. But it is 
very far from my intention to enter on the question of Ca 
thedral reform, a question which can be best answered by a 
careful examination of the labours and designs of our fore 
fathers.

If any one during the present century has laboured more 
than his fellows to give practical effect to one part of the 
original design of a Cathedral, and that the missionary part of 
the Cathedral, it was Daniel Wilson, the late able and zealous 
Bishop of Calcutta. During the five and twenty years he 
filled that important see, his constant aim was to build a 
Cathedral Church, and to attach to it a body of clergy whose 
works and whose influence should be felt through the whole 
diocese. This indeed was the day dream of his long episcopate.



It is impossible to foretell what changes may he in store 
for the Church at home, especially as to the number and 
position of the episcopal order, and what changes may in 
consequence be made in the Cathedral clergy. Whether 
changes take place or not, I cannot better conclude this paper 
than by joining in the prayer contained in the Charters of 
the Cathedrals founded by Henry VIII, which has already 
been used in a similar place by her Majesty's Commissioners 
for enquiring into the Cathedral Churches in England, that 
Capitular Foundations may " ever maintain the worship and 
" promote the glory of ALMIGHTY GOD ; that Christ's Holy 
" Gospel may be diligently and purely preached, and the 
" sacraments of our saving religion rightly administered by 
" learned and grave men, who, after the example of the primi- 
" tive Church, may assist the bishop as his presbytery in all 
" weightier matters ; that the youth of the realm may be trained 
" up in sound learning, the old and infirm suitably provided 
" for ;" and that from each Cathedral Church, as the spiritual 
metropolis of the diocese, " all works of piety and charity 
" may be abundantly diffused to the glory of Almighty God, 
" and the common advantage and happiness of the subjects 
" of this realm."


