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CHRISTIANITY, in its all-embracing sympathies, has given a 
new idea to our age. The favoured nations of old, whose 
written records remain to our time the Jew, the Greek, the 
Roman looked upon the swarming races of men around them 
as outer barbarians with whom they had nothing in common, 
and for whose manners, arts and ancient story they cared 
little. Again, the art of writing, without which anything like 
history becomes almost an impossibility, appears to have been 
comparatively a modern invention, the knowledge of which 
was long confined to certain races only. And thus it has 
happened that the great story of humanity, the History of 
Human Civilisation in its broadest sense, remains to be 
written; some few lines of light, growing fainter and fainter 
as they recede towards the more distant ages, serving but to 
render the surrounding darkness more apparent.

There are two ways, however, in which something may be 
done towards reconstructing those early unhistoric chapters of 
man's history. First, we may study all the existing conditions 
of so-called savage life, which will furnish us with innumerable 
grades of social development. The materials are abundant 
enough, though they have never yet been carefully collected 
and arranged to illustrate this great subject. For, when we 
look abroad over the face of the earth, and examine the con 
dition of our fellow-men, we find them occupying every grade 
between our own advanced culture and the lowest possible 
form of humanity that appears just capable of holding on to 
life, snatching a miserable subsistence from the spontaneous 
bounties of nature. But, to make any use of this grand field
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for observation, we must take for granted that all mankind 
sprang from one common stock. Luttrell " could not bear the 
"sight of monkeys because they reminded him of poor relations." 
And, in looking at the miserable aborigines of New Holland 
or of Ticrra del Fuego, we are conscious of the great gulf that 
separates us, nud foe] very little inclined to shake hands across 
it and acknowledge in one of them a man and a brother. 
Accordingly, we have had many n theory put forth to account 
for the difference. Lord Monboddo thought that our first 
parents must have been a species of very superior apes a 
shade above the gorilla perhaps that, after long lapse of ages 
and progressive development, they lost their tails, then got to 
walk always erect and afterwards changed their hideous chatter 
for hitman speech. He considered the wretched aborigines 
as arrested in their development. Darwin has more lately 
improved on this development theory, and would trace the 
origin of man still further backwarks, perhaps to some 
primeval fungus. Professor Hux,ley also appears to be 
enamoured of the monkey hypothesis; and, in a lecture deli 
vered lately at the London Royal Institution, told his audience, 
with much complacency, " that the difference between the 
" capacity of the skull in the highest, as contrasted with the 
" lowest races of men, is greater than between the lowest man 
" and the highest ape." All this is but scientific trifling. 
Distinct Species are not transmutable though Races may be. 
The highest ape will never develop itself into a lower man, 
and the Gorilla will never lecture on Mr. Spurgeon. By 
species, naturalists mean an assemblage of individuals, more or 
less resembling one another, which may have descended from 
a single primitive pair, by an uninterrupted succession of 
families. Such species arc unchangeable. They have never 
varied since the beginning, and there can be no transition from 
one species to another. Now, of course, we may have many 
slight differences amongst members of the same species. These
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constitute varieties. And these differences, transmitted from 
generation to generation, constitute race. The formation 
of races seems to depend mainly on the varying condi 
tions of existence in which individuals of the same species 
may be placed; as these vary infinitely so they necessitate 
varieties in the species ; for if individual forms were ineapahle 
of hending to the changing circumstances hy which they are 
surrounded to such an extent as to form Varieties, they would 
die out, and the species would cease to exist. Now the human 
species has pre-eminently this capability of infinite adaptation. 
The Jews long settled in Malalmr have hecome nearly hlack, 
and their hair is woolly ; in Arabia, thoy are olive-tinted; in 
England, white. We, in Liverpool, have excellent opportu 
nities for observing the effect of climate and other altered 
conditions of existence on the individual. The friend who left 
us for the United States but ten or twelve years ago, returns an 
altered man. We fail to recognise him. Voice, frame, style 
of hair, all are altered, and approximate to the well-known 
" Yankee " type. This striking illustration has not escaped 
M. de Quatrefages, who, in his excellent work, " Unite" de 
" 1'Espece Humaine," describes tho Anglo-Saxon as passing 
into the Indian type in the United States. " Already," he 
says, " in the second generation, these traits of the Indian 
" type are visible, which cause him to resemble the Iroquois 
" and the Cherokee Indians. The skin becomes dry as leather, 
" loses its warm tint, and the rosy colour of the cheeks, which 
" in the man is replaced by a lemon-yellow, and in the woman 
" by a faded pallor. The head becomes pointed, and covered 
" with long, sleek, dark-coloured hair, the neck elongates, there 
' is a great development of the cheek-hones and muscles of the 
"jaws, which become massive ; the eyes are dark, deeply set, 
" the glance is piercing and savage. The arm-bones become 
" greatly elongated, the fingers long, and the nails pointed; so 
" that a special form of glove is manufactured for the Yankee



" market. The figure of the woman approximates more to 
" that of the man. It is less feminine, and the hips are nar- 
" row. We have softened down some of the harsher features 
"in this description." (?) Doubtless, Do Quatrefages will 
consider the present fratricidal war in which our American 
cousins are engaged, as a still further proof of approximation 
to the Indian type !

Again, ns proofs of the oneness of the human species, it is 
well known that marriages among its varied races however 
unlike are fruitful, and produce a fruitful cross race. Once 
more, if we take a child of even the most degraded races from 
bis surroundings, and bring him within the circle of our own 
civilisation, he will soon learn our language, attain to ideas of 
religion and acquire some smattering of our arts. Also, many 
races of men, isolated by geographical or other causes from 
the rest of the world, have, through long periods of time, 
worked out for themselves special forms of civilization, as the 
modern Chinese and the ancient Mexicans. Yet these always 
resemble, in very many points, other national forms of culture ; 
as though the humun element, the one blood, ran through all. 
Our little girls who delight in their dolls, find, on looking into 
the cases at Mayor's museum, that the Anglo-Saxon, the 
Roman, and the Egyptian children liked their dolls, too ; our 
ladies, that women in all ages and climes have, like themselves, 
delighted in personal adornment; and our men, that a com 
mon type may be seen among the earliest weapons of all 
nations, whether of flint, bronze or iron whether gathered 
from some ancient Indian grave in North America, a British 
barrow or a Scandinavian tumulus on the steppes of Tartary. 
These few hints might be expanded and multiplied greatly; 
but enough, perhaps, has been said to shew that human know 
ledge has, so far, rather confirmed the saying of the apostle  
" God hath made of one Hood all nations of men for to dwell 
" on all the face of the earth."
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If, then, the human race all sprang from one common stock, 
where was its starting point ? Man, without arms or arts, 
must have heen the most helpless of animals, since he alone is 
thrust naked into the world, unprovided with one single 
weapon of defence. His first home, then, must have been 
some sunny clime near the tropics, where hleak winter is 
unknown where the trees are never without leaves or fruit  
where shelter and clothing, storehouse and ham, would he 
little needed where the earth yielded ahundant increase 
without tillage, and where the sheep and the goat offered 
themselves as passive subjects for man. Such, then, must 
have heen the cradle-ground of the human race; until their 
faculties strengthened by exercise and their experience of 
natural things enlarged they were fitted to go forth into new 
climes and strange regions, to commence the colonization of 
the world. To this conclusion, indeed, the whole stream of 
ancient history and tradition tends; whilst the recent study 
of comparative grammar and antiquities has furnished over 
whelming proofs that in central Asia, by the banks of the 
Euphrates or of the Indus, the earliest forms of civilisation, 
of language and the arts took their rise.

But how did man shape himself to his lot? Did he grasp 
at once the station for which he was destined, or did be attain 
to it by slow and painful endeavour ? I think we may realize 
the earlier stages through which man must have passed, 
by studying the varied phases of so-called savage Jifc ; that 
which was but a temporary condition of some races continuing 
longer permanent with others. Antiquaries, following Lucre 
tius,* have usually spoken of a stone age as being the most 
primitive; but the fashioning of stones and flints to form a 
hundred useful tools and weapons as hatchets, wedges, pikes,

  " Arum Antiqun, manus, ungues, dentesque, fnerant, 
Et lapides, et item sylvorum fraguiua roini, 
Posterias ferri vis eat, eerisque reperta; 
Et prior aria erat quain ferri coguitns nstis."

Lucretius, Lib. v., 1282.
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arrow-heads, hammers, fishing-hooks demands much dex 
terity, and bespeaks a certain advanced cultivation. If we turn 
to our earlier voyagers, as Dumpier, Cook and Bougainville, 
we sholl find half-a-do/on grades below this. Captain Cook, 
describing the aborigines of Van Diemen's Land in 1771, 
says, the natives whom he saw were quite unclad, except with 
a piece of Kangaroo skin, just as stripped from the animal, 
which, if scanty, they hung on that side their bodies towards 
which the wind blew. Their only weapon was a hard, straight 
stick, sharpened at the end; their only cutting instrument, a 
shell. Their houses were holes in the ground, covered with 
sticks, or in hollow trees; their principal food small birds and 
shell-fish, heaps of shells being found about their rude hovels. 
Hatchets and knives they received as presents, yet without 
manifesting the least appearance of satisfaction. Even bread, 
nud large fish caught in their own bays, they rejected as 
unknown. Yet even these wretched beings showed some traits 
of culture, for they understood the art of procuring fire by the 
rubbing of dry sticks. But at New Zealand ho found a far 
higher civilisation. The natives were most prepossessing in 
person; they were expert at barter, and understood at once 
the value of the iron knives, fishhooks nnd hatchets offered 
them. They were skilful fishermen, and made capital nets, 
They formed settlements under chiefs, each village surrounded 
by a stout palisade, the houses having conical roofs, well 
wattled to keep out wind and rain. They had hatchets and 
clubs formed of a very hard stone, elaborately polished ; they 
built boats which they painted, and carved figures on the 
prows; their richer dresses were made by weaving, and 
displayed various patterns ; they were hunters, swineherds and 
fishermen, but they did not cultivate the soil. Their tools, 
he says, cost them enormous labour to make, as they were 
formed by rubbing or striking one stone upon another.

Other races of men have been described, whose habits seem
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to reveal to us the first steps in the working of metals; they 
take some simple and obvious ore, and reduce it by a smelting 
process so rude that it has evidently been entirely of native 
growth. Thus, the tribes in equatorial Africa, whom Du 
Chaillu* and Captain Burtonf saw working in iron, were unac 
quainted with the hammer, but used a stone, pestle fashion, 
beaten upon another stone for anvil.

Thus, then, among those backward, yet picturesque races, 
who still linger on the skirts of our advanced civilization, may 
we gather contemporary materials for studying the sucessive 
phases of our uuhistorie past; that which is yet an existing 
condition of one race having passed into the region of anti 
quities with another.

But has that unwritten past left no trace for us ? We 
shall proceed to show that it has that the earth beneath 
our feet contains many a layer of curious relics successive 
records of ages which have left no other memorial.

We begin with the researches of M. Boucher do Perthes, a 
gentleman of fortune, residing at Abbeville, in Normandy, 
who has laboured more abundantly than any other enquirer 
in this new field. Dwelling in a district peculiarly rich in 
antiquities, he has for many years made numerous explorations 
to unfold its archffiology, and zealously taken advantage of 
all excavations made for building or other purposes. He 
gives a very interesting account* of the successive layers of 
pottery found at various depths in the neighbourhood of 
Amiens and Abbeville. First he met with potteries con 
temporary or nearly so in the recent soil; in a second layer, 
old glass and fragments of mediaeval art; but even this, he 
says, had an appearance of having been recently disturbed. 
The third layer, amongst many other remains, contained black 
unburnt bricks, thicker than the usual Roman brick, and

  Explorations and Adventures in Equatorial Africa. 1H81, p. 91.
+ The Lake Regions of Central Africa, I860. Vol. 2, p. 312.
{ In his " Aaticjuites Celtiijues et Am< dilurienues." Paris & Abberille, 1917-0.
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various kinds of pottery, Prankish, Gaulo-Eoman and Roman, 
differing greatly as to the progress they represent in the 
Ceramic Art. In the fourth layer a different kind of pottery 
prevails, evidently burnt and made at the wheel and having 
often some elegance of form. This he calls Gaulish, and 
considers to have been deposited before the Eoman occupation. 
The fifth layer contained potteries so different in their cha 
racter, that he could not doubt they were the work of numerous 
generations, embracing a long series of ages. The sixth 
layer contains potteries differing considerably amongst them 
selves, but all evidently made by hand without the wheel. 
Some, the best preserved, appear to have been baked in the 
fire, but the most primitive forms are only sun-dried, and 
fragments of such were found even at depths of from 24 to 28 
feet below the surface ! But traces of man were found even 
lower than this. M. de Verthes gives (op. cit. p. 234), a 
section of the gravel pits at Menchecourt, near Abbeville. 
Sixteen distinct luyers were cut through before reaching the 
chalk, all except the highest showing no murks of recent 
disturbance. He names them as follows. 1. Black vegetable 
soil. 2. Lower vegetable soil mixed with clay. 3. Brown 
clay. 4. Upper bed of flints, broken and mixed with marl and 
chalk. 5. Ferruginous loam. C. Marly clay, mixed with 
broken flints, often five feet in thickness. 7. Marly sand, 
containing bones of animals; this bed in some sections was 
fifteen feet in thickness. 8. Beds of mixed chalk, flint and 
gravel. 9. White loam. 10. Beds of yellow sand, containing 
broken shells, marine and fresh water. 11 to 14. Loam and 
ochreous sand in seams. 15. Beds of grey and white sand, 
mixed with shells and the bones of extinct mammalia, a layer 
of from six to ten feet thick. 16. Broken flints and gravel, over 
lying the chalk. In the 8th and 16th of these layers, at depths 
of fourteen and thirty feet, the workmen met with flints rudely 
fashioned by chipping into forms resembling wedges, spear
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heads, hatchets and knives! They were from 3J- to 9 inches 
in length, and the oldest deposited were water-worn and crusted 
with a white deposit of chalk, like the other stones amidst which 
they lay. Yet in spite of their rude form and aspect, no one 
who has seen them can doubt that they are as clearly works 
of human art as a Sheffield whittle. (PI. II, figs. I and 2.) 
The flint implements in the lowest strata are usually referable 
to three simple types only, such as could be obtained by a 
few adroit cleavages from the unworked boulders amidst 
which they lie. Mr. Evans* actually succeeded in reproducing 
similar forms, by using a rounded stone mounted as a hammer, 
and striking off successive flakes by sharp blows, from the 
flint stone to he fashioned.

The bed of drift, amidst -which they are found, is one of 
those superficial layers of gravel or sand spread out by the 
driving action of water over much older rocks, as the chalk. 
Though a late deposit in geological time, yet it is found, as 
in the gravel pits at Menchecourt, to contain remains of 
numerous animals, which have hitherto been supposed to have 
ceased to exist long before the human period. Thus, mingled 
with these worked flints, were found bones of the Mammoth 
(an extinct gigantic elephant), the cave lion, an extinct 
species of rhinoceros, a remarkable deer of very large size, 
having horns of enormous spread, a wry gigantic species of 
hear, now extinct, and a hyena, compared with which the largest 
existing species is not worthy to be named. These rnammali- 
ferous beds of sand, loam and cravel extend over a consider 
able tract of country on the slopes of the valley of the 
Somme, and are worked in several localities as gravel pits, for 
brick-clay and for the repair of the roads. The beds which 
have been reached incline from a level of 90 feet to one of 20 
feet above the level of the river Somme. By a most fortunate 
coincidence the same soil, which contains in its lowest depths

  On the occurrence of Flint Implements in undislurbed beds of grave!, 
and clay. Archnologia, part 11, 1UOO. *
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these early traces of the human race, contains also some of 
the most perfect remains of the earliest historic period of 
civilization in France. For the gravel pits at St. Acheul, 
near Amiens, which have yielded vast numbers of these rude 
worked flints, are situate on the site of the vast graveyard 
to the great Gaulic city of Samurobriva, celebrated by Caesar 
and Cicero. Roman Sarcophagi, containing coins of the 4th 

and 5th centuries have been found. But this great Necropolis 
contains graves much older even than these, as well as others 
of more modern date, for it continued to be used through the 
Merovingian and Carlovingian periods. These mixed graves 
can be seen in the cuttings for the sand pits, but they only 
extend through the upper 6 feet of the soil. And far below 
these, through undisturbed beds of clay, sand and loam, at a 
depth of from 18 to 20 feet from the surface, lies the bed of gravel, 
amidst which the remains of extinct mammalia and the flint 
hatchets are found ! As Mr. Evans well puts it: " under any 
" circumstances, this great fact remains indisputable, that at 
" Amiens, land which is now 160 feet above the sea, and 90 
" feet above the Somme, has since the existence of man been 
" submerged under fresh water; and an aqueous deposit, from 
" 20 to 30 feet in thickness, a large part of which must have 
" subsided from tranquil water, has been formed upon it. And 
" this too has taken place in a country the level of which is 
" now stationary, and the face of which has been but little 
" altered since the days when the Gauls and the Romans con- 
" structed their sepulchres in the soil overlying the drift which 
" contains these relics of a far earlier race of men."

These startling discoveries were, however, long ago antici 
pated in England ; precisely similar large worked flints having 
been found associated with huge bones of extinct animals : 
1st, in deep excavations near Gray's Inn lane, London, more 
than a century ago, and 2nd, at Hoxne, in Suffolk, about 
1797. It is curious to turn to an old volume, (XIII) of the



105

Archteologia, and find Mr. Frerc's short yet graphic account, 
illustrated with excellent engravings, of this remarkable dis 
covery. Messrs. Prestwich and Evans visited the brickfield, 
where basketfuls of these rude weapons were found in Mr. 
Frere's time, at 12 feet below the surface in the gravelly 
stratum underlying brick earth. They found it still occa 
sionally worked, and that "fighting stones," as the workmen 
call them, are met with, associated with huge fossil bonos and 
shells. The flint weapons selected by Mr. Frere still remain 
on the shelves of the Society of Antiquaries, and are so like 
those from the valley of the Somme that they might be 
supposed to have been made by the same linnd.

Those singular caverns, occasionally discovered in different 
parts of Europe, containing remains of the same gigantic ex 
tinct animals, have been frequently found also to contain rude 
articles of human workmanship, flint knives, bits of rude 
pottery and charcoal. In the bone-caves at Engis, near 
Li6go, human bones were found mingled with those of the 
cave-bear, the mammoth and the fossil horse, in the same 
drift deposit forming the floor of the cavern. Mr. Leonard 
Horner, in his address to the Geological Society for 18GJ, 
announces another similar discovery.

Such, then, are the earliest traces of man yet discovered. 
Of that later era, when (perhaps after multiplied centuries of 
almost unprogressive existence) he had slowly learned to 
fashion numerous and very varied instruments out of flints 
and stones, bone and pottery, to give polished surfaces and a 
smooth edge to his tools, abundant evidences remain in every 
corner of our land. These are also found much nearer the 
surface. In our own neighbourhood, a beautifully polished 
hatchet, with part of the handle still attached, (PI. II, fig. 3) 
also a huge hammer-head of a softer stone, perforated to admit 
the handle, were found in the bog at Tranmere Pool, and are now
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in Mayer's museum.* The numerous specimens of wonderfully 
elaborate flint instruments from the same museum, represented 
in Plate III, were obtained froma very remarkable locality  
Danby Moor. The moor lands of North Yorkshire are full of 
remains of the later stone period. Shut in for many ages by 
vast forests, bogs and morasses, they have preserved the relics 
of a primitive age in a wonderful manner, and groups of little 
villages may still be traced by their ruins. The separate abodes 
appear to have consisted of a hole in the ground, lined and 
paved with unhewn stones ; they were, doubtless, thatched over 
with poles from the neighbouring forests, and finished with 
rushes and sods. Marks of fire are always found on the floors. 
Rude fortifications once surrounded by ditches, tumuli and 
stones of memorial, abound in this district, in which are 
frequently picked up flint spear and arrow heads, most deli 
cately wrought; stone hammers and hatchets, beads of jet, and 
pottery of the ruder type. Other articles, such as fish-hooks, 
knives and even small saws, curiously wrought out of flint, 
are continually turned up by the plough and the spade. Also, 
vast numbers of flat, circular stones, about the size of a crown 
piece, chipped to a rough edge, which must have made formid 
able missiles when thrown from a sling or a cleft-stick. Indeed, 
so numerous and varied are the remains, that we might to some 
extent reconstruct the daily life of a simple people, to whom 
the art of writing and the use of metals were still unknown ; 

  but who wore expert at fishing and the chase, and had planted 
their simple dwellings where wild fowl abounded and fish were 
plentiful.

Still more striking and instructive revelations of " Life in 
" the Stone Ages" have come to light in Switzerland. Herodotus

  Mr. H. Eeroyd Smith informs me that he has picked up oroasionally flint 
arrow-heads, usually broken, and flat sling-atones worked to an edge, on the shore 
at I.easowo, nenr the submarine forest; also on the Hoyluke shore, near the 
month of the Dee, and at Great Meols : and a flint spear-head on the lesser 
Hilbre Island. Worked flints might doubtless be met with in numerous localities, 
especially by the bunks of rivers, but they have hitherto been overlooked.
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described, 2,300 years ago, how the Poaonians, dwelling in 
Thrace, constructed fishing villages on Lako Prasias, upon 
platforms, supported by tall piles iu the midst of the waters. 
Thus they could follow their calling safe from enemies or the 
ravages of wild beasts. It had long been known that remains 
of such existed beneath the lakes of Switzerland; but they 
had attracted little attention until, in 1858 and 1854, seasons 
of extraordinary dryness occurred. The waters sank a foot 
lower than the lowest level yet recorded. Much land was 
reclaimed from the lakes, the enclosures being filled up by soil 
obtained by dredging. In this way, vast remains of these pile- 
villages, with numerous relics of their inhabitants, were brought 
to light. Thus, 20 such village sites were traced in the Lake 
of Neufcbatel, and 24 in the Lake of Geneva. As to the relics, 
24,000 objects were found in one single locality, scattered 
through the mud, around the stakes or close to them. The 
lake-villages differ greatly in antiquity, as determined by the 
length of the stakes, still remaining more or less perfect above 
the mud. The older were inhabited by a race entirely ignorant 
of metals. In eastern Switzerland, the villages as yet discovered 
have yielded no traces of metal tools among their abundant 
relics; amid their ruins were found stone axes, hammers and 
chisels with handles of horn, rude implements for crushing 
corn, a great variety of coarse pottery, implements of bone, 
lance and arrow-heads, knives, needles and saws, all made of 
flint, though flint is not found in Switzerland. The saws were 
carefully cemented into wooden handles. Amber and coral 
beads were also found, which show that even these primitive 
races were visited by traders from the Mediterranean. From 
the size of the weapons and their handles, it has been inferred 
that these men of the stone age were of diminutive stature.*

  The natives of the Andaman islands (who mem lo belong to a race hitherto 
undeseribed) are said, though well-proportioned, to average scarcely 3 feet in 
height, and a similarly <limiautive race may have overspread Switzerland. How 
ever, many of the earliest flint weapons yet (band Cat Atniena and elsewhere) u
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Their dwellings, which were constructed of wattles, coated over 
with clay, bear marks of having been destroyed by fire; and 
there are many other reasons for concluding that they were 
exterminated by another race, who used bron/u weapons. This 
race also erected some lake dwellings, and took possession of 
others. In them arc found bronze swords and axes, with a 
great abundance of articles of personal adornment, us brooches, 
hair-pins, chains, rings and buttons, showing an advanced 
culture. This Bronze age appears to have been of long 
duration, as shewn by the groat thickness of strata of relics 
they left behind, and the very various ages of their settlements. 
They also, in their turn, were overthrown, and nearly exter 
minated by a race wielding swords and spears of iron. Out 
of 70 or 80 villages, occupied by the bronze race, 11 only 
contain traces, and these but slight, of the Iron age. The new 
conquerors seem to have despised and left to ruin the " pfahl- 
" bauten." Now, these men of iron were probably the Helvetii, 
a Celtic race, whose numerous and warlike colonies possessed 
the land when first invaded by Julius Cffsar, so that at length 
we approach historic times and peoples. Innumerable other 
facts of great interest as to the occupations, habits, dress and 
pastimes of the pre-historic races who dwelt for unnumbered 
nges in these lake villages, are detailed by Troyon * and 
Keller.t

The animal remains the refuse of their meals which were 
found in great abundance, though comprising a most exten 
sive fauna, reveal but few birds or beasts whose race is quite 
extinct in our day.

The modes of sepulture were various. In the stone age 
their dead were deposited in stone cells, made of five or six

well as the perforated Htone hammers of a innch later age, so often met with in 
Yorkshire and Cornwall, could only have been wielded by men of full average 
siae and strength. Every ancient race must have had its " Stone Age."

  Habitations Laoustres il« la Snisse, par F. Troyon. 1800. 
t Die Kellischen Pfnlilbnnten, J 854-58-00, von Dr. Krller. See also " Gentle 

man's Magazine," I860.
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large slabs, into which the bodies were packed, doubled up, 
face and knees together, the arms crossed on the breast. The 
earliest British tombs yet discovered are of this kind. In the 
bronze era, the body was buried, as with us, extended, often 
accompanied with ornaments or weapons. With the advent of 
the iron age, first appears the custom of burning the body, 
and depositing the ashes beneath a tumulus or mound. And 
with this race, also, appear the first distinct proofs of savage 
rites and human sacrifices. Within a tumulus near Lausanne 
the skeletons of four young women, probably the victims in 
some bloody heathen rite, were found together in distorted 
attitudes, along with fragments of broken ornaments.

The crannoges, or small stockaded islands, remains of 50 
or 00 of which have been discovered, chiefly in the small lakes 
of the north of Ireland,* may be classed with the Swiss 
" Pfahlbauten ;" but appear to have had their origin in a much 
later age. Stone and bronze objects are rare those of iron 
and bone abundant. Ancient canoes, hollowed out of a single 
tree, have been met with near them. These structures belong 
to historic times and, in the Irish annals of the middle ages, 
down to the 16th century, are many accounts of onslaughts 
by one native chief on the " crannoge " of another.

M. Troyon has attempted to fix the time when one of the 
Swiss Lake villages was abandoned through the recession of 
the waters, the alluvial deposit having continuously accumu 
lated until the ruins have become buried several feet deep in the 
alluvium of the valley, at a distance too of 5500 feet from the 
present lake of Neufchatel. His data, which appear very 
plausible, give a period of 3300 years as having elapsed since 
the date of the abandonment. But the animals and plants 
discovered are such as still exist in Europe. What then

  Some glimpse of a mined crannoge may hare given rite to Moore's lines :  
" On Lough Neigh's banks, as the fisherman stnrs,

When the clear cold moon's declining, 
He see* the round towers of other days

IB the wave beneath him shining." _
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must have been the interval of time which has elapsed since 
the first rude worked flints were deposited heside the hones of 
the extinct monsters of the Pleistocene geological period ? 
We must be fain, however, to wait for further lights on this 
surpassingly interesting subject.

Professor Worsaae of Copenhagen has pointed out that all 
the lines of migration seem to come from the East into 
Europe, following the course of the great rivers and the shores 
of the Mediterranean. We have seen primitive forms of 
civilization early planted in Normandy, later still on the 
opposite coast of England (Suffolk, Middlesex), whilst no 
remains of the earliest kind have yet been discovered in 
Ireland. Surely a rich harvest of discovery waits to be 
gathered in the East! which seems to have been the birth 
place of all early improvement and change, either in the arts 
or religion. The tide has at length turned, and the West 
gives back with interest the rich gifts of the East.

To recapitulate: I have briefly glanced at the many reasons 
that exist for believing in the unity of the humnu species; 
that it had one starting point, not many. Taking this, then, 
for granted, we see in the varied existing states of mankind, 
BO many illustrations of conditions through which the human 
species has passed, in its progress onward to the most 
advanced culture and power yet attained. We have seen 
abundant reasons for concluding that the first beginnings 
must have been small indeed. Of that earliest stage in man's 
history, when he was fain to be content with undressed skins 
for clothing, shells, sticks, and unwrought stones for his tools 
and weapons, though we may see its caricature in some 
degraded races, yet we cannot expect to find its trace in the 
region of antiquities. The first distinct glimpse yet obtained 
reveals to us men who were contemporaries of the Mammoth, 
and other huge extinct animals of the tertiary age, striving 
precariously to maintain their ground against such terrible foes,
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with rude weapons fashioned out of large flint stones, and 
from stag's horns. The earliest races appear to have been 
exclusively hunters and fishermen. They dwelt by the sea, 
by rivers and lakes; destitute of agriculture, and the arts 
that spring up amidst rest and peace. Then we find a long 
gap in our records as we turn over many feet of stratified soil 
and alluvial deposits, that lie between the earliest and latest 
flint implements ; which seem to tell of long periods of time, 
during which man used flints and stones to make his most 
valued tools, unknowing of the treasures that lay beneath 
his feet. But when we come upon his traces onco more, we 
find abundant proofs of advancement. The tools have become 
more elaborate, the forms and materials far more varied. We 
begin also to find distinct and abundant remains of his dwell" 
ings, his modes of sepulture and his arts. At length other 
actors appear on the scene, strangers from far off regions 
representatives of much higher forms of civilization. These 
possessed the art of working in metals. First, a race or races 
who had tools of brouze, a metallic alloy which is hard, yet 
easily melted and cast into shape. Another and much later 
era is marked by the advent of a race who possessed wea 
pons of iron ii metal far more useful, but also much more 
difficult to work.* These earliest men of iron have left to 
us abundant remains of their greatness and culture. For 
coins, as well as chariots, armour and swords, glass and metal 
oniaments and various pottery, have been found on the site 
of a great unrecorded battle near Berne. They possessed the 
use of letters, yet have transmitted no literature or history. 
These in their turn passed away (as a distinct race) before a 
still higher form of civilization, just as the ancient Mexicans 
before the Spanish invaders, or as the Maories of New Zealand 
are disappearing before our Anglo-saxon race.

  But 250 years ago, Sir Hugh Myddleton was obliged to be content with 
wooden pipes for supplying to London the New River Water ! the art of 
making large castings in iron being then unknown.
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What ages upon ages of slow progress do these things 
reveal to us, all unrecorded in history or in the traditions of 
mankind! Who knows but that a great future of discovery 
may yet he before us, uplifting the veil from a long forgotten 
past, and enabling us to write, at least in outline, many a lost 
chapter in thn history of the human race ? Throughout those 
long ages of the past, the art of writing had yet to be dis 
covered, with all its wondrous results. Men dwelt in thinly 
peopled lands, and nations dwelt apart. Thus the knowledge 
and ingenuity acquired by one was lost to the many.

But the age of great cities is an age of united effort and 
rapid progress. We travel with ever accelerating velocity 
towards an unseen goal. Nor must the influences of Chris 
tianity be forgotten, ever tending to soften national enmities, 
and unite the weakest to the strongest as sharers in one 
common hope. It hns been the fashion with many to look 
upon Universal History as a record of change of flux and 
reflux without real progression. Others have seen in it but 
one mournful sequence of degeneracy and decay, physical as 
well as moral. The startling discoveries at which we have 
glanced lend no support to such gloomy theorists. They tell 
only of incessant progress, however slow it may have been in 
the enrlier stages; and we have passed for ever out of the 
shadow of those times into a fuller clay. Our reb'gion itself 
cannot be grafted on barbarism. Whatever may be the ulti 
mate goal of the human race, God's hand will not drag us 
downwards, and we may safely adopt the more hopeful creed 
of our poet Laureate : 

Yet I doubt not through the ages one increasing purpose runs. 
And the thoughts of men are widened with the process of the sans.


