
ON THE COLEOPTEEA OF THE DISTRICT 

AROUND LIVERPOOL. PART II.

By C. S. Greffson, Pres. Northern Entom. Soc.

(BEAD 30iH MABCH, 1862.)

LAST year * I gave the Historic Society a list of the Geode- 
phaga found in this district, and I now lay the list of the 
Hydrodephaga on the table, and hope it will be found 
as carefully worked up as the last list was. As accuracy is 
my only object, any one wishing to obtain a particular species 
has only to refer to the list in the Transactions of the Society 
for the locality given to know exactly where I took the 
particular species he requires in the greatest abundance. 
The almost entire absence of fellow-labourers in the field of the 
Coleoptera is much to be deplored ; but especially so in this 
much-neglected group. However, as the family is limited in 
Britain, I hope I have worked up the list so as to make it of 
service to those who come after me.

ORDER COLEOPTERA. 

SECTION II.   HYDRODEPHAGA, MacLeary.

GENUS DYTYSCUS, Linn.
D. Marginalis, Linn.   This, the largest species in the family, 

is met with in most pits and ponds around when using the 
dredging net, and may be attracted on moonlight nights by 
exposing an open vessel of water so that the moon can shine 
upon it. The insect will be found in the water the next 
day. Summer.

GENUS ACILIUS, Leach.
A. Sulcatus, Linn.   This species is in plenty in the flashes 

of water on Simonswood Moss. In July and August, when 
the Moss has become dry, they seem to congregate in the

» Transactions, N.S. Vol. I, p. 33.
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small wet places ; they may be taken in the dredging net hy 
dipping it well into the mud and spreading the con 
tents on a dry place. These remarks apply to other dredged 
species.

GENUS COLYMBETES, Clairv.

C. Fuscus, Linn. Plentiful in the flashes of water in the 
Sandhills, at Wallasey, in April and May. Stand still at 
the water's edge, and in a few minutes they will be seen, as 
they rise from the mud.

C. Pulverosus, Sturm. In ditches and pits around Old Swan,
Knotty Ash, &c. Spring and Summer. 

C. Bislriatus, Bergst. Formerly common where Crown-street
now is, and may still be found in the figure-of-eight pit,
&c., in Parliament fields. June.

V. Grapii, Gyll. I have a single specimen taken by myself 
in Mosslake fields. This specimen is much smaller than 
specimens in my cabinet from the South of England.

GENUS ILYBIUS, Er.
J. Ater, Deg. Plentiful, especially in the pits around Aintree. 

Spring.
/. Fenestratm, Fab. Club Moor and Childwall. Spring.
/. Augustior, Gyll- Formerly plentiful in Mosslake fields. 

I have not searched for this species for some time.

GENUS AGABUS, Leach.
A. Agilis. Fab. Pits and ditches near Pigue lane, and 

Wavertree.
A, Ulicfinosus, Pay. Ditches in Edge lane, &c. April and 

May.
A. Femoralis, Pay. Parliament fields, pits and ditches. 
A. Maculatus, Linn. Abounds in all stagnant pits, &c.
A. Bipunctatus, Fab. Sand hills, and freely at Childwall. 

Spring.
A. Conspersus, Marsh. Plentifully in most ponds and ditches.
A. Guttatus, Pay. I have only three specimens. They were 

  taken from a fish pond near Hale Hall, in June.
A. Bipustulatux, Linn. May be met with at several widely 

separated localities ; plentifully in the pits on the road side, 
near Walton station, on the Aintree road.
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GENUS NOTERUS, Cla.
N. Semipunctatus, Fab. My specimens come from SeaconVbe 

Clough. They were taken by the late T. Townley, in 1841. 
Spring.

GENUS LACCOPHILUS, Leach.
L. Minutis, Linn. Ditches at Seacombe and at Hale. June. 
L. Hyalinux, Deg. At Bidston Marsh, and Bromborough, 

freely. Summer.

GENUS HYPHIDRUS, 111.
H. Ovatus, Lynn. How often I hunted for this species I 

cannot tell, when, one day, I met with it in great plenty 
at Deysbrook, where the brook joins Lord Sefton's park. 
Since then I have seen it at Gill-moss, and at Eainford.

GENUS HYDROPORUS, Cla.
H. Inaqualis, Fab. Clay pits, at Birkenhead. Spring. To 

work successfully for this genus (many of them frequenting 
dirty clay pits), it is best to disturb the water and wait 
quietly until the insects appear on the surface, when they 
are easily secured with a small hand net.

H. Decoratus, Gyll. Patrick Wood in a small stream which 
runs through it. April,

H. Davisii, Curtis Bidston Marsh freely. Spring.
H, J2. Pustulatus, Fab.   At Huyton, Knowsley and Be- 

bington. Summer. Ditches.
H. Septentrionalis, Gyll. Bromborough Pool, and ditches. 

Summer.
H. Elegans, 111. With the above, but more abundant. 
H. E. Riualis, Gyll. Crosby Sand hills, freely, in Spring.
H. Dorsalis, Fab. Bidston Marsh, and Frankby pits and

ditches. Summer. 
H. Erythocephalus, Linn. Freely, with the above.
H. Opatrinus, Ger. I have two specimens taken at Wallasey 

which I refer to this species.
H. Planus, Fab. Crosby Sand hills, in ditches and flashes 

of water. Spring.
H. Palustris. With Planus.
H. Assimilis, Payk. This species, first identified here by Dr. 

Schome, from specimens taken by the late Mr. Johnson and
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myself, in 1840, in Mosslake fields, has not been taken 
since this ground was built upon; it probably still exists 
in Parliament fields.

H. Scalesianus, Steph. In the ponds which empty them 
selves into the pool at Wallasey. Disturb the water, and 
then watch for them as they appear upon the surface.

H. Lineatus, Oliv. In the " Birket," near Upton road.
H. Pictus, Fab. Taken with Lineatus. I have several species 

in this genus not yet determined ; but I prefer letting them 
stand over to placing them in this list incorrectly named.

GENUS HALIPLDS. 
H. Rttfcollis, De. In the brook at Garston.
H. Lineatocollis, Marsh. In the mill dam at Garston, and 

at Crosby.
GENUS PELOBIUS, Sch. 

P. Hermanni, Fab. Plentiful in some old ponds at Eufford.

GYEINID^S.

GENUS GYRINUS.
 G. Marinus, Gyll. I have a good series, taken in Wallasey 

Pool before it was converted into docks.
G. Natator, Fab. On every water.
G. Bicolor, Pay. I have two specimens, one only of which is 

labelled ; it was taken with Natator, between Bromborough 
and Eaby.


