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SOME two miles to the west of the great north 
road, and rather more than double that distance 

from the county town of Lancaster, stands Thurn- 
ham Hall, the seat of the Dalton family. Situate 
away from the main road, the stirring stream of 
life appears to have left the Hall rather on one 
side, and the noise of battle seems not to have 
penetrated the woods which shut it off from the 
world. Even now it stands lonely, almost deserted, 
and melancholy in its neglect.

Yet, though Thurnham Hall does not seem to 
have looked down upon any great events of history, 
it has its own annals in the story of the family who 
have held it so long, and under whose charge it has 
seen so many-strange vicissitudes. To these annals, 
to the story of the Dalton family at one time per 
haps the largest landowners in the neighbourhood 
of Lancaster, and always staunch supporters of 
the Catholic faith I wish in this paper to draw 
attention.

Thurnham stands on slightly rising ground, and 
looks out over the northern portion of the great 
plain of the Fylde. Less than a mile distant the 
broad waters of the Lune mingle with the sea. On 
the shore, just below the mingling of the fresh water 
and the salt, stand the scanty ruins of Cockersand 
Abbey, the third largest monastery in Lancashire.
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98 The Daltons of Thurnham.

To the north is Ashton Hall, the old home of 
the Lawrences, and later of the Dukes of Hamil 
ton ; and beyond again is the castle and the 
county town of Lancaster. Behind, Thurnham 
looks eastward towards the fell land of Wyresdale, 
and sees the sun rise over the moors which divide 
the counties of Lancaster and York.

The history of Thurnham Hall commences in the 
sixteenth century. Henry, Duke of Suffolk, by deed 
dated the 2oth of April, 1552, in consideration of 
^"1080, conveyed the manor of Thurnham toThomas 
Loune or Lowne, a citizen of London ; and on the 
24th of June, four years later, it was sold for £1500 
to Robert Dalton, of Bispham. From this point 
we are able to trace the Dalton family and their 
Lancaster estates to the present time.

Robert Dalton, the purchaser of Thurnham, mar 
ried Ann, daughter of John Kitchen, of Pilling, and 
of Hatfield, in Hertfordshire. John Kitchen was 
supervisor of the Augmentation Office, and became 
member of Parliament for the county of Lancaster. 
In 1554 we find him negotiating for the purchase 
of estates near Thurnham. The commissioners 
who surveyed the lands of the recently dissolved 
Abbey of Cockersand certified that the abbey lands 
were worth ^34 12s. lod. per annum, or at twenty- 
three years' purchase £796 155. zd. To this sum 
was added ^i 135. 4^. for the woods, making the 
total estimate £jg8 8s. 6d.; and it was declared 
that "there was no man that will bye the said de- 
" meanes but only John Kechyn." Accordingly, 
" John Kechyn, of Hatfield, in the county of Herts, 
" Esquyer," was, on the 6th day of June, 1544, de 
clared the purchaser for the sum named.

By deed dated 2Qth August, 1554, the abbey lands 
were conveyed, on the marriage of his daughter, to 
Robert Dalton, of Bispham, who, as we have seen, 
two years later purchased the manor of Thurnham.
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Notwithstanding the vast acreage of the abbey 
farms, added to those of Thurnham, Robert Dalton's 
hunger for land seems to have been unsated. In 
1556 and 1557 \ve find him bargaining for lands 
formerly attached to the Priory of Lancaster.

A MS. in the Harleian Collection tells the story 
in brief, business-like form. Under the heading of 
" Possessions formerly of the Priory of Lancaster, 
"formerly a cell of the monastery of Syon in Mid- 
" dlesex," we have 

" Rents of the manors of Alde-v 
" clyff and Bulke, with sundry mes- 
"suages, lands, tenements, and 
" other hereditaments and posses 
sions in the Wapentake Lonnes-Mix. xi. iiij. 
" dale, in the villages, parishes and 
" hamlets of Aldeclyff, Bulke, Lan- 
" castre, Warton, Bolton and Scot- 
" forthe ---------/

"There ys woocle growing within the towne-
" shipp of Bulke, but what number of acres or
"of what groweth the surveyor knowith not."

This is signed by " Gilbert Moreton, deputy of
"John Kechyn, our supervisor there." Below is
the memorandum : 

"22 March, 1557, rated for Robert Dalton, 
" Esq., at xxviij yeares purchase, the money to 
"be payed before the first of May next Pur- 
" chase money, mcclxviij. xvij. iiij.

" The Kinge and Queen's majesties to dys- 
" chardge the purchaser of all things and in- 
" cumbrances done by their majesties except 
"leases.

" The purchaser to dyschardge the Kinge 
"and Queen's ma't's of all ffees and repaires 
" goinge out of the premises.

" The tennure in chyfe by knightes s'vyce. 
" The purchaser to have th* issues from the
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" ffeast of the puryfycacone of our Ladye laste 
" paste.

" The p'chaser to be bounde for the woodes.
"The leade bells and advowsons to be ex- 

"cepted."
Thus it was that Robert Dalton became possessed 

of a stretch of country extending from a point on 
the river Lune, nearly three miles above Lancaster, 
to one on that river nearly six miles below it, inter 
cepted only by the lands of the borough of Lancaster 
and the demesne of Ashton Hall.

On such a large estate it was only fitting that a 
substantial residence should be erected, and pro 
bably Thurnham Hall owes its foundation to Robert 
Dalton.

The Visitation of Lancashire in 1567 thus describes 
the descent of Robert Dalton (Harl., 891, fo. 86) :

" Roger Dalton, of Byspham, in com. Lane., 
" sonne and heir to Richard Dalton, maried [Anne] 
" the daughter to [Hugh] Ratcliffe, of Wymerley, 
" in com. Lane.: had issue Win. Dalton, sonne and 
" heire ; after the said Roger maried to his second 
"wife [Mary], daughter to [Sir William Farring- 
"ton], and by her hath issue Lawrens Dalton, 
" second sonne, Richard, third sonne.

"William Dalton, of Bysphum, pr'd., sonne and 
"heire to Roger, pr'd., maried to his first wife 
" Margaret, dau. of Sir Wm. Tarbock, of Tarbock, 
" in com. Lane., gent., and by her hath issue Mar- 
" gerie ; and to his second wife he maried Jane, 
" daughter to Sir Jo[hn] Townley, of Townley, in 
" com. Lane., knight, and by her hath issue Robt. 
" Dalton, his eldest sonne, Thomas second sonne, 
" Roger third sonne, Richard iiijth sonne ; Anne, 
" married to Tho. Westmore, of London.

" Robt. Dalton, of Thornham, in com. Lane., ar., 
" sonne and heir to Wm., pr'd., maried Anne, daugh. 
" to Jo. Kitchin, of Pillen, in com. Lane., gent. . ."
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The Visitation then takes up the Kitchen pedigree.
" Wm. Kitchen, of ffortune, in com. Lane., mar- 

" ried the daug. of Richard Prestune, of Balerige, 
" in com. Lane., yeoman, and by her hath issue Jo. 
" Kitchin, sonne and heire, Wm. second sonne, 
" Tho. iiid sonne, and Richard iiij sonne; Eliza, 
" maried to Wm. Blakeborne, of Neyre Eccleston, 
"in com. Lane.; Agnes, maried to James ffisher, 
"of ffortune, in com. pr'd. ; Margaret, maried to 
"Jo. Kempe ... in com. Lane.; Margaret, 
" married to Henrie Bond, in com. pr'd.

"Jo. Kitchen, of Pillyn, in com. Lane., gent., 
"sonne and heire to Wm., pr'd., maried Agnes, 
" dough, to Wm. Clark, of Bishops Hatfield, in com. 
" Hertford, and widovve of Robt. Hauses, in com. 
"Sussex, gent., and by her hath issue Barnabie 
" Kitchen, sonne and heire; Anne, married to Robt. 
" Dalton, of Thurnham, in com. Lane., ar."

As owner of the broad acres of Cockersand and 
Thurnham, the lord of Thurnham and his wife 
would hold a prominent position in North Lanca 
shire, more especially after his purchase of the lands 
of Aldcliffe and Bulk. Therefore, at the general 
muster of the county of Lancaster, in January, 
1559, Robert Dalton, Esq., is called upon to fur 
nish " a dimilaunce, i light horse, i corselette, i coat 
" of playte or almayne ryvette, ii pyke, iii long 
" bowes, iii sheffe arrowes, iii steele cappes, iii cali- 
" vers, i morrione" (Had., 1926, fo. ^b).

Robert Dalton, by his will, dated 12th September, 
1578, after directing his body to be interred in 
Cockerham Church, gave all his real property to 
his nephew, Robert Dalton, the son of his late 
brother, Thomas.

Robert Dalton the elder died without issue in 
1578, and his widow Anne in 1593.

The Thurnham estates passed to his nephew,
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Robert Dalton, who, on the accession of James I., 
joined in the address of loyalty to his sovereign. 
Robert Dalton married Elizabeth, daughter of 
William Hulton, of Hulton Park, by whom he had 
two sons and ten daughters.

Robert Dalton, by his will, dated xyth August, 
1626, after desiring to be buried in Cockerham 
Church, requested his kinsman, Roger Dovvnes, of 
Wardley, to have the wardship of his son and heir, 
Thomas Dalton, then under age. He gave to his 
trusty friends, Sir Humphrey Davenport, Roger 
Downes, and Thomas Covell, the keeper of Lan 
caster Castle, rings of gold of 405. apiece ; and to 
Roger Kirkeby, George Preston, and Thos.Westby, 

,. every one a ring of 205. apiece. All his goods he 
jf gave to his eight daughters equally between them. 

The eldest son, Thomas Dalton, of Thurnham, 
was born on the 8th of July, 1609 ; and his father, 
Robert, having died in 1626, he, on attaining his 

i| majority, entered upon the whole of the large 
* estates. He was an ardent Royalist, and when 

hostilities broke out he was active in raising soldiers 
in behalf of his royal master.

The author of the Discourse of the Civil Wars in 
Lancashire states that " In Lonsdale Hundred 
" Mr. Dalton of Thurnham raised a troop of horse. 
" He stood not long." We can easily picture 
him, early in an autumn morning, riding out 
with his little troop from the gates of Thurnham 
Hall, and mustering his tenants as he rode along; 
and many an anxious eye looked after him from 
Thurnham, as he rode out from his home for the 
last time. The troop was entirely equipped at his 
own expense, and did good service for the King at 
the second battle of Newbury, on the 27th October, 
1644. Its leader fought with all the valour of youth 
and confidence in his cause, but at length he fell, 
severely wounded. He was carried to Marlborough,
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where for a few days he lingered, dying on the 2nd 
of November, in the 36th year of his age.

Then the family estates became divided, Thurn- 
ham and Bulk remaining in the male line Aldcliffe 
going to Robert Dalton's sisters.

Glance for a moment at the trials these defence 
less ladies must have suffered for their adherence 
to the Catholic faith, at the old hall of Aldcliffe, 
within sight of the grey towers of Lancaster 
Castle. Various statutes, and particularly an Act 
passed in 1581, had imposed severe penalties on all 
who supported the Roman Catholic Church, and 
within sight of Aldcliffe the persecution carried on 
under these statutes was especially severe. In 
1584 a priest and a layman suffered at Lancaster 
for their adherence to their faith, and in 1600 two 
priests were executed at Lancaster for exercising 
their calling in that part of the country. One of 
them wrote from his prison at Lancaster to the 
President of Douay College : 

" Myself am now prisoner for Christ in Lancaster 
" Castle, expecting nothing but execution at the next 
"assizes. I desire you to commend me to the 
"devout prayers of my friends with you, that by 
" their help I may consummate my course to God's 
"glory and the good of my country. I pray God 
"to prosper you and all yours for ever. From 
"my prison and Paradise, this last of May, 1600."

A few weeks later he writes 
" This day the judges come to Lancaster, where 

" I am in expectation of a happy death, if it so 
"please God Almighty. I pray you commend me 
" most dearly to all your good priests and scholars, 
"whose good endeavours God always prosper to 
"to his own more glory. . . Before this comes 
"unto you I shall, if God makes me worthy, con- 
" elude an unhappy life with a most happy death.
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"... From Lancaster Castle, the 2ist of July, 
"this holy year, 1600.   All yours in Christ,

" EDW. THWING."
His prophecy proved correct. Before that letter 

reached its destination the writer was hanged 
and quartered on Lancaster Moor.

A year later two more priests suffered at Lan 
caster.

In 1604, a layman Lawrence Baily by name  
was executed at Lancaster for assisting a priest to 
escape from his captors.

Twelve years later, John Thulis, a priest, and 
Roger Wrenno, a layman, were thrown into Lan 
caster Castle, charged with treason. They contrived 
to escape, but were re-captured, and suffered for 
their faith in March, 1616.

In 1625 a meeting of recusants was held in 
Quernmore Park, near Lancaster, under the guise of 
a hunting meeting. The hunt lasted ten days, and 
among the hunters was " Mr. Dalton of Thurnham, 
" and a great multitude of men, and they lodged in 
"an ale house of one Winder, in the same forest, 
"and they continued in the forest certen days."

It was three years after this recusant meeting 
that the well-known trial of Edmund Arrowsmith 
took place at Lancaster, a trial which resulted in 
his being found guilty of high treason. According 
to the contemporary account he was placed "in a 
" little dark hole where he could not well lie down, 
"but was forced to sit, with leaning only upon a 
"bolster which was then cast in; and so he con- 
" tinued in his clothes, with heavy bolts on his legs, 
" from Tuesday about one or two of the clock, till 
" Thursday about twelve, when he was fetched out 
"for execution. He was also watched day and 
" night by three or four of the sheriff's men, for so 
"the judges had commanded; as also that upon 
"the forfeiture of £100 no man should be suffered



The Catholic Virgins. - 105

" to speak with him. It is thought that in all that 
"time he had taken very little sustenance."

From his prison he was dragged on a hurdle, 
with his face to the horse's tail, to the place of 
execution. There he was hanged and quartered, 
and his head and parts of his body set up on the 
castle walls. The judge, on his way south next 
day, looked back at the castle, and not thinking the 
head conspicuous enough, sent word to the gaoler 
to have it set higher by six yards than any of the 
pinnacles. So that the occupants of Aldcliffe, look 
ing northward from their windows, would see the 
head of him who had died for the faith they pro 
fessed, standing out clear against the sky.

There were further executions at Lancaster in 
1641 and 1646, and the sufferings of the unfortunate 
Catholics must have often been discussed by the 
inmates of Thurnham and Aldcliffe Halls.

One of the sisters married William Claxton, 
of Calton Hall, in Craven, but the others con 
tinued to reside at Aldcliffe. The persecution of 
the recusants gradually lessened in its intensity, 
and towards the close of the reign of Charles II. 
the remaining sisters lived more peacefully. By 
1674, death had reduced their number to two, and 
these two had a stone carved and set up at Aldcliffe, 
whence it was many years after conveyed to 
Thurnham, where it may still be seen. The stone 
bears an inscription, shewing their unwavering 
adherence to the creed of their fathers 

CATHOLICE 

VIRGINES NOS 
SUMUS : MUTARE 

VEL TEMPORE 

SPERNIMUS fa 

ANO |J( DNI 

1674.

" Catholic virgins are we : even with the times we 
" scorn to change."
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From this stone and from the sufferings of these 
brave ladies, Aldcliffe came to be known far and 
wide as " The Catholic Virgins," and by that name 
we find it mentioned in contemporary records.

Dr. Cartwright, Bishop of Chester, writes in his 
diary, under date August I2th, 1687 

" I went with Judge Powell to the church (at 
" Lancaster); Sir Richard Allebone (the other judge) 
" and the Catholics went at the same time to the 
" school-house, where they had mass and a sermon; 
" we had none of the best; it was preached by Mr. 
" Turner, whom I chid for his extemporary prayer 
" and sermon, of both of which he promised amend- 
" merit for the future. . . . (Next day) I wrote to 
"Dr. Johnson; dined with the judges, went after 
" dinner to the ' Catholic Virgins,' where Mr. Gooden 
" lives, with the Lady Allebone and her friends, and 
"supped at the Vicarage. Mr. Tildesley whose 
"grandfather, Sir Thomas, was killed at Wigan  
"sent me half a fat buck; Mr. Molineux, Mr. 
" Braithwaite, Mr. Townley, Sir William Gerard, 
" Mr. Poole, Mr. Labourne, &c., visited me."

The Rev. Peter Gooden had been the missioner 
at Leighton Hall, the old home of the Middletons, 
vsome eight miles north of Lancaster. In 1680 he 
removed to " The Catholic Virgins." In the depo 
sitions in an enquiry held in 1716 concerning 
Catholic recusants, Thomas White, of Lancaster, 
deposed: "Forty years ago he was a servant at 
" Aldcliffe Hall, and was so for nine years or more. 
" When he got there the estate was held by seven 
" daughters of the family of Dalton of Thurnham, 
" all of whom died unmarried, he being at their 
"burying; four of them, viz. : Ellen, Jane, Cathe- 
" rine and Eleanor, having previously conveyed the 
" Aldcliffe estate to their nephew Robert Dalton, in 
" trust for the use of the priests, of whom one Peter 
" Gooden was the first."
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John Hitchmough, of Garstang, clerk, and nephew 
of John Golden, of Southworth, deposed : " Peter 
" Gooden, a secular priest, 26 years ago lived at 
" Ocklef, about three miles from Lancaster, and 
" kept a sort of academy or little seminary for edu- 
" eating of youth, who were afterwards sent to 
" Popish colleges abroad to be trained as priests."*

Mr. Gooden was noted for the "able manner in 
"which he publicly confuted some of the most 
"learned Protestant controversialists of the day, 
"including Dr. Stillingfleet and Dr. Claggett." 
He died at Aldcliffe on the 2gth December, 1694, 
and was buried on the last day of that year at the 
Parish Church of Lancaster. Mr. Gooden seems 
to have been succeeded at Aldcliffe by Dr. Edward 
Hawarden, who obtained a great reputation for 
theological learning. He was doctor and pro 
fessor of theology for 17 years, and when in 
London mingled with all the celebrated literary 
men of his time. He is said to have had a 
conference with Dr. Clark in the presence of 
Queen Caroline.

Turning to the Diary of Thomas Tyldesley, who 
sent Bishop Cartwright half a fat buck, we find 
Aldcliffe and Dr. Hawarden and the Dalton estates 
often mentioned.

On June 8th and August 3rd, 1712, he records: 
" Went with two cos. Waltons to Aldcliffe to 
" prayers."

" Sept. 28. In the morning tucke Aggy behind 
" mee to Aldcliffe to prayers.

" Feb. 25. In the morning Doctor Harden, 
"Jemmy Laybonne and Mr. Royclen came to see 
"us.

" Aug. g. Went in the morning to Aldcliffe and 
"to X. Dr. H(awarden) came back to dinner.

* From an article by Mr. Joseph Gillow, to whom I am indebted for many 
of the particulars relating to the connection of the Daltons with Aldcliffe.
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" Nov. 26. Met Bror. Dalton and cos. Thornhill 
" at Aldcliffe, a hunting. Kill'd one hare, and 
" thence to ye Kinge's Armes, Lancr. ; spent with 
" Brother Dalton, kind soule .... and others, 
" is. 6d. Soe home.

"December 24. About n att night, went to 
" Aldcliffe, where Dr. Harden preached gloriously.

" April 3. Went to Dr. Harden to X.
" May 16. Went in ye morning to Aldcliffe, and 

" went to X. to Dr. Harden.
" May 17. Went with Mrs. to Aldcliffe. Dr. 

" Harden came backe and dined with us, and wee 
" went with him to Halton and stayed there 
" ^ howrs. Soe home.

~" Aug. 8. Went to X. to Dr. H den."

Before this date, however, the last of the Catholic 
Virgins had passed away. They left one moiety of 
the estate in trust for the support of the Catholic 
clergy in the county of Lancaster. The other 
moiety reverted to their nephew, Robert Dalton, of 
Thurnham Hall. He settled it on his younger 
daughter, Dorothy, on her marriage with Edward 
Riddell, of Swinburne Castle. Edward Riddell 
was out in " the Fifteen," and was attainted for high 
treason. He was afterwards pardoned, and eventu 
ally recovered his estates. The Commissioners, 
however, seized upon the moiety of Aldcliffe, which 
they alleged had been conveyed to "Popish or super- 
" stitious uses" and in 1731 sold it to R . . Dawson. 
His descendant, Edward Dawson, acquired the 
other moiety from Ralph Riddell, of Swinburne 
Castle; and in 1817 the present hall was erected.

So ends the connection of the Dalton family with 
Aldcliffe, a connection originating with their pur 
chase of monastic lands a connection which shews 
how bravely women could in those days adhere 
to the faith in which they had been taught, and
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which brought to the neighbourhood of Lancaster 
some of the most distinguished Catholic theologians 
of the time.

Returning to the main line of the Dalton family, 
we find from Dugdale's Visitation that Thomas 
Dalton, the brother of the Catholic Virgins, who 
died from his wounds received at the battle of 
Newbury, left a son and two daughters. The son, 
Robert, was born in 1639, and was therefore, at 
his father's death, only five years of age. Robert 
Dalton, in his will, dated the gth of April, 1700, 
recited a certain settlement of the Thurnham 
estates, whereby a power was reserved to him to 
charge them with the payment of ,£500. By his 
will, therefore, he charged those estates with the 
payment of £$oo to Elizabeth, his then wife, 
within six months after his death. He also gave all 
his personal estate to his wife, and made her sole 
executrix. Robert Dalton married 

1. Elizabeth, d. of Thos. Horner, of Braithwaite, 
co. York.

2. Mary, sister of Richard Biddulph.
3. Elizabeth, d. of Sir George Selby.

The only issue was by the first marriage- two 
daughters : Elizabeth, aged six months at the Visi 
tation of 1664 ; and Dorothy. Elizabeth, eventually 
sole heiress, married William Hoghton, of Park 
Hall, in 1683. Their son, John Hoghton, in 1710 
assumed the name of Dalton, and married Frances, 
daughter of Sir Piers Mostyn, of Talacre, co. Flint. 

This John Dalton was an intimate friend of 
Thomas Tyldesley, the diarist, and we find many 
references to him in the leaves of the diary in which 
that writer so carefully recorded his visits to his 
friends, his various ailments, and the varied reme 
dies he took for their cure. On May n, 1712, the 
diarist records that he " pray'd and dined at Thurn- 
" ham Hall." Again, two months later, "After
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" din'r went to see Sir Piers Mostyn at Thurnham ; 
" stay'd till 6; thence to Ashton, where my son 
" and Dunlop had made a hargen ffor a horse; 
" stay'd till nine ; soe home."

Another fortnight passed, and the diarist "went 
"with Mrs. and 2 cosins Stanleys to Thurnham; 
" after din'r went with Sir Pears M [osty]n, Robt. 
" Strickland, &c., to Cockerham ; stayed there till 
"past one; called at Thurnham with Mr. Drake, 
" who promised to go home with mee, but S'r Pears 
"made me sit up till day, when we parted."

And on a Sunday in the following August, "Went 
" to Thurnham to prayers, and to Brother ffrost to 
"din'r; thence with Bro'r ffrost and Mr. Ion to 
" Thurnham, and from thence to Conder Green 
" with S'r Pears and all the company; spent 6d.; 
" soe home about 8 from ye cockes."

A jovial time must the worthy diarist have passed, 
sitting up in the old Hall at Thurnham till the 
daylight appeared, or spending the Sunday at 
Conder Green.

A more sorrowful side of the picture appears in 
the following December: "Went to Thurnham to 
"poor W. Hoghton funerall, where most of the 
" negh'ring gentlemen was. Wee carryed him to 
"the Abbey, and returning home in the night in- 
" creased my paine by could." This William 
Hoghton was the younger brother of the owner 
of Thurnham. In April, 1713, the diarist was 
again at Thurnham, and went to Nateby with 
"Bro'r Dalton, Lady, his bro'r Rob, and Robin 
" Strickland, dined there, and afterwards went with 
" them to a stage play at fiord Green ; spent 6d. ; 
" thence home to Lanc'r."

In October of the same year the diarist "Went 
"in ye morning to Thurnham a hunting, but Bro'r 
" Dalton abroad." Three days later he " Met 
" Brother Dalton a hunting on Scotforth More, but
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" could not kill a hare ; Bro'r Dalton went home 
" and dined with me. . . . Then wee went to Dr. 
" Hoclgshons where wee sat an hour; thence to ye 
" Kings Armes where Bro'r Dalton treated mee but 
" parted att 7 of ye clocke." But all this time 
while the diarist was moving amongst his Catholic 
friends in North Lancashire, the Jacobites were 
busy and the storm was brewing. There were con 
stant communications between the various adher 
ents of the exiled royal family, and when the rising 
of " the Fifteen " occurred the owner of Thurnham 
threw in his lot with the cause of James III. The 
Jacobite forces entered Lancaster on the 7th of 
November, 1715, in good order, the gentlemen on 
horseback, their swords unsheathed, and with Lord 
Winton at their head; and there John Dalton of 
Thurnham joined them, with some half-dozen of 
his friends and their adherents. The prisoners in 
the castle were released, amongst them being Tom 
Syddall, the famous Manchester mob captain. The 
following clay Mr. Paul read prayers in the old 
Parish Church, substituting the name of King 
James for King George, and for that of Prince 
George of Wales the King's mother and all the 
royal family. In the afternoon, according to a 
contemporary account, " the gentlemen soldiers 
"dressed and trimed themselves up in their best 
" cloathes for to drink a dish of tea with the Ladys 
" of this towne. The Ladys also here apeared in 
" their best riging and had their tea tables richly 
" furnished for to entertain their new suitors."

Unfortunately for themselves, the supporters of 
King James decided to march southward, and with 
them went the owner of Thurnham, only to be taken 
prisoner with the rest at Preston, on the I3th of 
November, and escorted to London. Some seven 
months later he was brought to trial. The evi 
dence against him was strong, and the witnesses
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for the defence could only endeavour to prove 
that Mr. Dalton was a doubtful Jacobite. Amongst 
these witnesses was the Vicar of Cockerham. He 
stated he had never heard the prisoner speak against 
the Government, but that he had heard him give 
utterance to some doubts as to the Roman Catholic 
religion. The court at once enquired why he, a 
clergyman of the Church of England, had not en 
deavoured to improve, towards a conviction in the 
Protestant faith, the doubts which he had thus heard 
uttered by Mr. Dalton. The clergyman replied that 
he had made some attempt to do so, but that he sub 
sequently found Mr. Dalton had altered his opinions. 
He however testified that Mr. Dalton was a peace 
able Roman Catholic, and that he had heard him on 
several occasions drink King George's health. 
The jury however found Mr. Dalton guilty, upon 
which he begged his majesty King George's pardon, 
and desired the court to interfere for an exercise of 
the royal clemency. The judge held out little 
hope, and remarked that he ought to have made 
the request for pardon sooner, and regretted that the 
case did not afford him any very good reasons for 
recommending an exercise of the prerogative of 
mercy. Eventually his life was spared, and after a 
long confinement he was left to make his way to Lan 
cashire on foot, only to find his wife gathering sticks 
in the woods behind the hall to light her fire.

The estates were entailed, and therefore only Mr. 
Dalton's life estate was dealt with. An old Lan 
caster member of the Society of Friends records : 

" I had much trouble with Ellin Jaysons lease 
hold house which she had from Robert Dalton 
" Esquire of Thername but particularly in the year 
" 1716 about the time of the Rebellion the Landlord 
" Esquire Dalton being actuary in the Rebelion and 
" convicted. Upon it his estate was forfeited to the 
" King which caused the change and trouble to ye
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"tenants to prove their Leases and a Comitty of 
" Parliament came to Preston whither all persons 
" in the County who were tenants or had any claym 
" upon the persons convicted were to appear to 
" prove their leases or claime. I appeared and proved 
"the Lease. The tenem't was leased by Edmund 
" Gartside, a favorite of Esquire Dalton who after 
" redeemed his Estate which was entailed and he 
" only tenant for life for w'ch he gave the Govern- 
" ment £6000." John Dalton, the Jacobite, by 
his will, dated 8th September 1728, gave an 
annuity of ^30 each for the maintenance of 
each of his daughters, and annuities of £20 
each to his two younger sons, John and Robert. 
The residue of his personal estate he gave 
for the sole use and benefit of his younger children, 
and appointed "his beloved wife Frances Dalton 
and Robert Gibson, of Lancaster, Esquire," his ex 
ecutors. John Dalton died in 1736, and his widow 
in 1740.

Their son Robert Dalton, who succeeded to the 
estates, died in 1785, and was buried at Cockersand 
Abbey. He was married three times.

By his first wife, Cecilia Butler (who died in 
1749), he had a son, John, who succeeded him, and 
other children.

By his second wife, Elizabeth Demsey, who was 
buried at Cockersand, he had several children, who, 
with one exception, all died without issue. That 
exception was Elizabeth, who had a daughter, who 
died at the age of 14, and was buried at Cockersand.

His third wife was Bridget, sister of Thos. Moore, 
of Bambro, by whom he had a daughter, Bridget, 
who married Sir James Fitzgerald, of Castle Ishen, 
Cork, the ancestor of the present owner of 
Thurnham.

John Dalton, the eldest son by the first wife, 
married Mary, the youngest daughter of Sir Thomas
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Gage, of Hengrave Hall. Of this marriage there 
were issue one son and five daughters. One 
daughter, Charlotte, died in 1802, aged 16. The 
son died from an accident at Bath in 1819, aged 41, 
and without issue. John Dalton's wife died in the 
same year, aged 65. Another daughter died in 1820, 
without having been married; another daughter died 
in 1821, aged 37, also not having been married. 
John Dalton himself died in 1837, aged go years. 
The fourth, Lucy, married Joseph Bushell, and 
died in 1843, aged 67, without issue ; and the last 
Miss Dalton died at Thurnham in 1861, aged 81.

The Thurnham estates then passed to the Fitz 
gerald branch of the family, and are at present held 
by Sir Gerald Dalton Fitzgerald.

There remain to be noticed the Bulk and Lan 
caster estates, which it will be remembered had 
been part of the property of the Priory of Lancaster, 
and had been purchased by Robert Dalton in 1557. 
The Bulk estate has, like Thurnham, remained 
in the Dalton family; and during the seventeenth 
and early eighteenth centuries, the farm-houses in its 
secluded valleys were often resorted to by members 
of the Roman Catholic Church for the purpose of 
holding their services.

The first entry in Tyldesley's diary, so fully 
quoted from before, is " Went with Mrs. to Booke 
" to pray'rs." And two years later the diarist 
records his having been hunting "to Booke." The 
house in which mass was said is known as Dolph- 
inlee, a sequestered spot, comparatively unknown 
to most of the inhabitants of the neighbouring 
town of Lancaster. Over the porch is still to be 
seen the inscription 

REDEME THY SINNES BY ALMS DEEDS 

AND MEECIE TOWARDES THE POORE. 

DA : 4 |J< 1623 LCE

The Authorised Version reads : " Break off thy
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"sins by righteousness, and thine iniquities by 
" shewing mercie to the poor." The Douai Version 
reads " Redeem thou thy sins with alms, and thy 
" iniquities with works of mercy to the poor."

In the large room to the east of the porch there 
is an inscription 

" WHEN THOV MAKEST A FEAST
CAL THE POOR 1C LAME AND ULYNDE. Iv : 14.''

And upstairs a stone bears the inscription 
MEMENTO MORI.

The initials over the door are probably those of 
Lawrence Coupland, who died at Dolphinlee in 
1651. When the diarist attended mass here in 1712, 
Robert Ball was the tenant. He married Winifred, 
daughter of Mr. Taylor, of Park Hall, in Quern- 
more, which at that time belonged to the old Catholic 
family of Clifford. Her brother, the Rev. Thomas 
Taylor, was chaplain at Thurnham Hall, and no 
doubt often officiated at Dolphinlee. Robert Ball's 
brother, also (the Rev. George Ball), came from the 
English College at Rome in 1704, and for many 
years officiated at Dolphinlee, dying there in 1734. 
As late as 1774, Bishop Walton gave confirmation 
at Dolphinlee, but after that date it seems to have 
ceased to be used as a chapel.

One other estate the Friarage, in Lancaster  
belonged to the Daltons. It seems to have been 
purchased, with other monastic property, soon after 
the dissolution of the ecclesiastical houses, and 
about a century ago was laid out for building 
purposes. The then owner, John Dalton, of 
Thurnham, perpetuated his name and the names 
of members of his family by naming the streets :  
John Street, Dalton Square, after himself; Bulk 
Street, Thurnham Street, and Friar Street, after 
his estates ; Mary Street and Gage Street after his 
wife ; Sulyard Street, Bridget Street, Lucy Street, 
Robert Street, after members of his family.  

12
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The old home of the Daltons still stands, shorn 
of its grandeur indeed; but having suffered far 
more from the ruthless hand of the so-called restorer 
than from the hand of time. At present it is a 
plain unfeatured building. But in its early days 
three gables and as many broad bay windows re 
lieved the straight line of the front. In front of 
the embattled porch was a spacious courtyard, 
protected by six square embattled towers, three on 
each side, connected by lofty curtain walls. The 
present front was erected in 1823.

The door, over which are the arms of Dalton 
impaling Gage, opens into a large hall, panelled all 
round. Over the fireplace are two shields, bearing 
the following arms : 

First Shield. Quarterly, first and fourth, Azure, 
semee of crosses crosslet fitchee Or, a lion 
rampant Argent (Dalton). Second and 
third, barry of six Argent and Azure, in 
chief three lozenges Gules (Fleming).

Second Shield.  Dalton and Fleming. Impaling  
Argent, a saltire engrailed Sable (Middleton).

From these shields it would appear that the panel 
ling was erected by Thomas Dalton, who married a 
daughter of the Middletons of Leighton, and who 
was killed at the battle of Newbury.

In one of the upper rooms a door in the floor 
gives access to a chamber yft. 6in. long by 4ft. 6in. 
broad. This room has been panelled, but the panel 
ling has long since disappeared. In one corner, a 
large stone in the wall swings back, and discloses a 
recess some 32 inches deep by 18 inches wide, which 
doubtless, in times of danger, served as a retreat for 
the priest officiating at the hall.

At the south end of the hall is a small chapel, 
built by the late Miss Dalton, in which, for many 
years, stood the beautifully carved old muniment
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chest, said, though probably without sufficient 
reason, to have belonged to Cockersand Abbey.

The old hall has suffered a further loss within the 
last few years by the removal of all the family por 
traits, some thirty in number, to adorn the walls of 
Bygods Hall in Essex.

Such is an outline of the history of the Dalton 
family, a family who rose upon the ruins of the 
monasteries, and who suffered for their attachment 
to the ecclesiastical power to which those monas 
teries at one time belonged ; a family who none 
the less valiantly fought for their king in the 
Civil War and in "the Fifteen," and whose firm 
adherence to their religion largely contributed to 
keep alight the lamp of the Catholic faith in 
North Lancashire.

APPENDIX.

ABSTRACTS OF WILLS.
ROBERT DALTON, of Thurnham, co. Lancr, Esqr, makes his 

will i2 th Sept., 1578. Gives his body to be buried in the 
parish Church of Cockerham. He gives all his Leases, terms 
of years, tacks and bargains whatsoever in the Realm of England 
as follows : To his brother Richard his Estate of the Milnes at 
Lancaster during the nonage of Robert, son to his brother 
Thomas, deceased, and after to remain to the said Robert, son of 
Thomas, and his assigns during his term therein. All the rest of 
his Leases, tacks, &c., to be for the payment of his debts, &c., 
and after these are discharged he gives the same to his brother 
Roger during the minority of Robert, son of his brother Thomas, 
and then to remain to him and his assigns during his terms 
therein. He gives to George Patricke one annuity of ic1 during 
his life out of lands in Lancaster. To James Swinburne, his 
servant, the Seal of the Friars at Lancaster and one wind milne 
formerly belonging to the same, and certain lands thereto belonging
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to him and his assigns during his life. To George Bradshaw, his 
servant, one annuity of 6 1 13* 4d during his life. To Richard 
Charnocke, his servant, 6' 13" 4d annuity during his life. To his 
cozens Dugles Nevill and Margret Ashton, either of them, 100', 
to be paid to his mother's Exccrs for their uses. To his servant, 
Henry Cutler, 40'. To Richard Kitchin, his servant, 5' annuity 
during his life. Gives all & singular his manors, lands, &c., 
whatsoever to his brother Roger and his assigns (the aforesd 
annuities excepted) until Robert, son of his brother Thomas, 
deceased, shall be 21, then the same to descend to (i) Robert 
and his heirs males, then (2) to the use of the said Rcger, his 
brother, and his heirs males, and (3) then to the use of the said 
Richard, his brother, and his heirs males. And for default, then 
to the use of William ats Kitchen, bastard son of Richard, his 
brother, &c. To his Execrs , either of them, TO' in money, & 
either a gelding. And the rest & residue of all his goods, after 
his debts, &c., discharged, he gives to the children of his brother 
Roger Dalton, Jane 1.)., daughter of his brother Thomas U., 
William D., bastard son of his brother Richard D., & such of 
his servants as are yet unrewarded, to be equally divided amongst 
them. And makes Rich. Bold, Esqr, & Gilbert Moreton, Gen 1, 
his Execrs. British Museum Additional 31S. 52.115 p. iSo.

\ \
Robert Dalton, =Anne Thomas - 

of Thurnham, E?q. Dalton, 
deceased.

1 
= Roger D.

Robert D., son of Jane 
Thomas, and heir to Dalton. 
Robert, his uncle.

Richard D.

Will'm Dalton, 
al's Kitchin, 
bastard son
to Richard.

ANNE DALTONT , widow, makes her will 9 th of Apiil, 1593 (35 
Eliz.) Gives her body to be buried in the parish. Church of 
Cockerham. To Barnaby Kitchin, Esqr, her brother, one pair of 
bedstockes. And whereas Roger Dalton, of Thumham, Esq r, 
deceased, & his heirj are bound to pay unto her assigns 40' yearly 
for 50 years after her death, she gives one half thereof to her sd 
brother, Barnaby Kitchin, & the other half to Elizabeth, wife of 
Robert Hartley, Gen'. She gives to her cozen, John Thornton, 
2 oxen; unto Anne & Elizabeth Kitchin, her brother's daughters, 
either of them 40*. And the rest of her goods she gives to Robert 
Hartley, Gent., whom she makes her Executor. Inventory 
amounts to 226' n s 8J . British Afuseitm Additional MS.  
32,115 
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ROBERT DALTON, of Thiirham, Esqr, made his will 17 Aug', 
1626. Desires to be buried in Cockerham Church. His son and 
heir being under age, desires that his kinsman, Roger Downes, of 
Wardley, to have the Wardship of his s' 1 son and heir. He gives 
to Thomas, his son and heir, the brueing vessell with other things. 
To his 8 daughters the benefit of the water corne tnilne at Lancr 
for 4 years, & after the lease of the said milnes unto his 2 d son 
for his whole term therein paying one annuity of 20' y anfi to 
John Rigmaden, of Nether Wyersdale, Gen', for his life. He gives 
to his son, Robert, a Ring of Gold of 20s . He gives to his trusty 
friends S r Humphrey Davenport, Kn( , Roger Downes, & 'I'homas 
Covell, Esqrs , Rings of Gold of ,(o5 a peece. And to Roger 
Kirkeby, George Preston, & Thomas Westby, Esqrs, every one a 
Ring of 20s a peece. And to John Bradshaw, Adam Mort, & 
Edward Gervis, every one a Ring of ios a peece. He gives all 
the rest of his goods to his 8 daughters, equally to be divided 
amongst them. And he makes Richard Westmore & Richard 
Parkinson, Gent., Thomas Townson Chapman & Robert Banton 
Executors, and gives them 20s a peece. He makes supervisors 
Thomas Covell, Esqr, & Lawrence Copland. Witnesses Henry 
Hesketh, Edward Gervis, Lawrence Copland, & Thomas Cooke. 
His Inventory long, but sum not mentioned. Britisli J\[itseinn   
Additional MSS.  32,115--/. 167.

THOMAS DALTON, of Ashton, in Com Lancr , gent., makes his 
will 20th Decr, 1637. Gives his body to be buried in the Church 
at Cockerham. He gives his leases unto his Execrs for the pay 
ment of his debts & legacies. He gives unto Thomas Sturzaker 
his library of books. To Thomas Taggler, his servant, 5' & his 
apparel. To his servant, James Hilton, 10'. To his servant, 
William Dalton, 5'. To Elizabeth Banester, 40*. And all the 
rest of his goods to James Hilton, his servant. And he makes 
Thomas Sturzaker & James Bradeley his Executors. British 
Museum Additional MSS. 32,115 /. 183 i6j/.

In the name of God, &c., &c. I, Robert Dalton, of Thurn- 
ham, co. Lane., Esqr, &c. And first, whereas by Indentures of 
Lease & Release, bearing date the day before the date hereof, 
&  the said Release the same day with the date hereof, and both 
made between me & William Dicconson, of Wrightington, & 
Richard Chorley, of Chorley, co. Lane1', Esqrs , the Manner of 
Thurnham and Glassen, co. Lane1", & several lands, &c., therein 
menconed, are & be settled, subject inter alia to a certain power 
therein contained in these or like words " Provided moreover, 
" & it is declared and agreed by all the sd parties to these presents, 
" that (Tes. Robert Dalton) shall have full power, &c.; & that it 
" may be lavful for him from time to time during his life, by any
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"deed, &c., attested by 2 or more witnesses, to charge, &c., all 
" the lands, &c., with the payment of any sum not exceeding 
" £$oo to such person & at such time as he (R.D.) shall appoint, 
" as in and by the Lease & Release may appear." Now, " I do 
" hereby, according to any power in me belonging, charge the said 
" Manners, &c., with the ,-£500 payment of lawful money to 
" Elizabeth my now wife within 6 months after my death." And 
as to my personal estate, I will that all debts, &c., shall be there 
out paid, and all the Residue thereof "I give to my said wife," 
& make her sole Executrix. In witness thereof, &c., I have to 
two several parts of this my will (one to be exhibited & pved 
before the Ordinary lawfully authorized, & another to be kept 
by my wife for her sole use) put my hand this 9 th of April, 1700.

ROB. DALTON.
W. Spencer.
Cuth. Morley, Jur. 

(End :) The last Will of
Robert Dalton, 1700.

BOND 5 Feb., 1704.

Made between Elizabeth Dalton, of Thurnham, co. I,ancr, 
widow, & Pyerse Mostyn, of Talacre, in co. Flint, Ar * * * * 
Originals at Somerset House.

3 d May. Administration of the Goods of William Dalton, late 
of Thurnham, in the parish of Cockerham, Esquire, a Bachelor, 
deceased, was granted to Robert Dalton, Esquire, natural and 
lawful brother and next of kin of the said deceased, he having 
been first sworn in due form of law by virtue of a Special Com 
mission before the Worshipful John Andrew, Doctor of Laws, 
Vicar General, & Official Principal of the Right Reverend Father 
in God, Edmund, by Divine permission Lord Bishop of London. 
Inventory respited above 40'. Amounderness Act Book, i/JO- 
48, p. 223.

In the name of God, &c. I, John Dalton, of Thurnham, co. 
Lancr, Esqr, &c. . . . That Whereas, by my marriage settlement 
made about November, 1708, the Portions provided for my 
Daughters are made payable at their respective ages of 2 i years 
or marriage, and that the Trustees of the Term for payment 
created thereby should yearly levy, &c., such sum to my sd 
Daughters for their maintenance, &c., as I appoint or to such 
like effect). And whereas I have issue 3 Sons and 3 Daughters, 
now I hereby, by the power to me given, appoint that each of my 
sd Daughters shall receive the yearly sum of ,£30 for the main 
tenance of each during minority, or till payable to them, and I 
will that the Trustees shall pay the same accordingly. And
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whereas I am empowered by the said Settlement by my Will to 
charge all or any part of the Manors, £c., therein mentioned 
with any Annuity, &c., for all or any of my younger Sons, the 
same not to exceed ^30 per ann. a peece for any such son. And 
in execution of this power (Tes.), charges the said Manor, &c., 
in the sd Settlement mentioned, except as excepted, with the 
Annuity or Rent charge of ^20, payable to " my 2 younger sons 
John & Robert" during their lives, and appoints & directs the 
same to be paid accordingly. The residue of my personal estate 
after payment of just debts to Executors, for the sole use and 
benefit of my younger sons as they Exors. shall think fit. 
Appoints " my beloved wife Erancess, & Robert Gibson, of Lan- 
" caster, Esqr," Executors. In witness, &c., this 8 tb day of Septr, 
1728. John Dalton, in presence of Richard Shepherd, Ed\vd 
Gartside, John Atkinson.

BOND 1736.

Know, &c. Frances Dalton, of Thurnham, co. Lancr, widow, 
and John Doe, &c., in ^2000.

Dated March 24, 1736. Originals at Somerset House.

In the name of God, Amen, &c. I, Frances Dalton, widdow 
of John Dalton, Esqr, late of Thurnham, co. Palatine of Lan 
caster, do make, &c.

I order my Debts and Funeral expenses to be paid by my 
Executor.

I give to my 2 dear daughters, Frances and Mary, ^50 each. 
I appoint my loving brother-in-law, Thomas Culcheth, of Cul- 

cheth, Esqr, Executor.
Dated Decr 15, 1740.

FRANCES DALTON. 
Witnesses,

Ann Kendall.
Mary Thomas. Exc1'sworn Decr 23, 1740.

BOND.

Know, &c. We, Thomas Culcheth, of Culcheth, co. Lancr, 
Esqr , and John Doe     &c. * * * ,£400, payable to 
&c. *  '  dated Decr 23, 1740.

(End:) 1740,
Frances Dalton,
late of Thurnham,
in the parish of
Cockerham, widow. Originals at Somerset flouse.



Dalton of Uburubam.
ARMS : Azure j scmce of cross-crosslcts Ort a lion rampant Ardent. 

CREST : A dragon* s head Ardent between two wings Or,

RICHARD DALTON of Bispham, = ELIZAREFH, d. of WILLIAM FLEMING 
temp. Edward IV. | of Croston.

William Kitchen    . . . Preston, 
] of Bailrigg.

Roger Dalton of Bispham = Anne Radclyff.

! I

John Kitchen = Agnes William Dalton = Jane, d. of Sir John = 2. John Kitchen
of Pilling, I Clark. of Bispham, I Tuvvnley of Townley. of Pihing.

Barnaby Anne = Rol>ert Thomas   Anne, d. of Sir = 2. John Roger Richard Anne.
Kitchen. Ob. Dalton. Dalton. 

1593. Ob. 1578,
Rich. Molyneux Westby. Dalton. D.iHon. 

of Sefton.

Robert OaUon = Eli/abethj d. of William Hulton of Hulton. J:mo. 
_____Ob. if'26. |___________________________________________

,i ~ '. i n M i ii M i
Thomas Dalton = Elizabeth, d. of Robert Middleton. Robert, i. Margaret

Ob. 1644. L |___________X_____________Oh. s.p. 2. Elizabeth. Ob. 1671.
" | ' P| 3. Anne, 

i. Elizabeth, d. of   Robert = 2. Mary, d. of Thomas i. Elizabeth. 4- Jf 
Thomas Horner 
of Middleham.

Biddulph, A 2. Helen. 5- Catherine.
Ob. 1704. 3. Elizabeth, d. of Sir 

George Selby. ICC

I I
William Hoghton   Elizabeth Dalton. Dorotliy. 

I

6. Ellen. Ob. 1671.
7. Dorothy. Ob. 1662.
8. Katherine.
9. Eleanor. 

10. Penelope.

John Hoghton, assumed name ~ Frances, d. of Sir Piers William. Robert, i. Ann.
"' '-  *' ,, . ' r- ,.. ^ ,, E l izabethtof Dalton in 1710. V 

Ob. 1736.
Mostyn of Talacre. 

Ob. 1740. W

of William. i. Cecilia Butler = Robert = 2. Elizabeth
Ob. s.p. Whittinglon. Ob. s.p. Ob. 3 May, 1749.

Frances. John Dalton = Mary, d. of Sir Thomas 
Ob. 1837. Rookwood Gage. DD 

R Ob. 25 April, 1819.

Dalton.
Oi). 

1785-

Demsey.
3. Bridget,

d. of 
Thomas 
Moore of 
Barnbro,

j ! I 1 I I
John = Mary Ann, Mary, Joseph = Lucy, 3. Elizabeth. Ob. 15 Mar.,

Dahon. d. of Sir Ob. Uushell. Ob. 1861, s.p. N
Ob. George Carey. 17 Aug., Ob. 4 Nov., 4. Bridget. Ob. 15 Aug.,

iS May, "M 18-20, s.p. 22 Jan., 1843, s.p. 1821, s.p. P
iSig,s.'p. Q iSoo. S 5. Charlotte. Ob. 26 Feb.,

T ____ ________________1802, ?.. p.______

I I I I I I
Robert. Ann. Mar}'. Frances. Cecilia. Edward = Dorothy. Thomas
Ob, s.p. A nun. A nun. Ob. s.p. Sulyard. Nayler.

Elizabeth
Dalton, 

Ob. 1816.

Elizabeth Dalton. Ob. 24 July, 1810, s.p.

William Hoghton Dalton = Louisa Smith. Sir Jnmcs Fitzgerald = Bridget Dahcn.

James Fitzgerald  Augusta, d. of Sir Thomas Fremantle. Maria.

James George Fitzgerald   Blanche Mary, Gerald Richard Dalton = Agnes Georgiana,
Ob. 15 Jan., 1867, s.p. d. of Hon. Fitzgerald. d. of

Philip Stourton. George Wildes.

%* The capital Liters under certain names refer to the List of Portraits.
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LIST OF PORTRAITS FORMERLY AT THURNHAM
 ": ' ' HALL.

7'he- descriptions of the portraits, -where identified, are copied from ihe feu-trails. 

HALL, SOUTH END OF LARGE HALL.

*A. "Mary Biddulph, sister of Thomas Biddulph of Biddulph 
"and widow of George Compton, Esq., of Brambletye, co. 
"Sussex, second wife of Robt. Dalton, Esq , married A.D. 1679." 

15. Unidentified.
LAST END OF LARGE HALL.

C. Unidentified: canvas dated i 616.
D. Unidentified. Query Robeit Dalton, who died in 1785. 
E. Unidentified.
F. '  Elizabeth, daughter and heiress of Sir T. Homer, of 

" Micldleham, co. York, Esq., first jvife of Robert Dalton, Esq."
-  G. Unidentified. 

II. Unidentified. 
I. "Elizabeth, daughter and co-heiress of Sir George Selby,

 'Bart., by Dame Mary Mostyn, third wife of Robert Dalton, 
"Esq., married to him Feb. 1688. She married, secondly, 
" Richard Massey of Rixton.''

NORTH END OF LARGE HALL.

J. Unidentified.
K. Unidentified. ' ;

OPPOSITE FIREPLACE.

L. "Thomas Dalton, of Thurnham, Colonel of a regiment of 
"horse raised at his own charge for King Charles I. He died 
"of his wounds, Nov. 2, 1644, received at the second battle of 
" Newbury."
LIBRARY. OVER THE DOOR.

M. " Mary Anne, eldest daughter of George Carey, of Torr 
"Abbey, co. Devon, married, first, John Dalton, jun , of Thurn- 
"ham."

EAST SIDE.

N. " Elizabeth Dalton, third daughter of John Dalton, of 
"Thurnham Hall."

O. "Mary Gage, daughter of Sir Thomas Gnge, of Hengrave 
"Hall, co. Suffolk, Wife of John Dalton, of Thurnham, Esq.; 
"died 2511-1 April, 1819."

P. " Bridget, fourth daughter of John Dalton, of Thurnham, 
"co. Lancaster, Esq., died ......"

* See Pedigree. The letters in this list refer (o similar letters in the 
Pcdiqree.
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NORTH SIDE.

Q. "Mary, eldest daughter of John Dalton, of Thurnham, 
"co. Lancaster, Esq., died ......"

R. "John Dalton, of Thurnham, co. Lancaster, Esq." 
S. "Lucy Dalton, second daughter of John Dalton, of 

"Thurnham, co. Lancaster, Esq., wife of Joseph Bushell, of 
"Myerscough. Painted by James Lonsdale, 1819.''

WEST SIDE. 
T. "John Dalton, the younger.

STAIRCASE.

U. Unidentified.
V. "John Hoghton, of Park Hall, also of Thurnham, as- 

"sumed the name and armes of Dalton, married Frances, 
"daughter of Sir Piers Mostyn, Bart."

\V. " Frances, daughter of Sir Piers Mostyn, of Talacre, co. 
" Flint, Bart., wife of John Hoghton, who first assumed the 
" name of Dalton."

X. " Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Robert Middleton, of Leighton, 
"co. Lancaster; she was living, a widow, in 1652."

Y. Unidentified.
Z. Unidentified.
AA. Unidentified.
BB. "Robert Hoghton, third son of William Hoghton, of 

"Park Hall, Esq., and Elizabeth Dalton, died at Hindley, co. 
" Lancashire, A.D. a monk of the Order of St. Benedict."

BATH ROOM.

CC. "Robert Dalton of Thurnham, Esq., died about 1704."

FRONT ROOM ON FIRST FLOOR.

DD. " Sir Thomas Rookwood Gage and his chaplain, the Rev. 
"H. Dennet."


