
Communications.

LEATHER, BRONZE, PEWTER, &c.,

ORNAMENTS, 

FROM THE CHESHIRE SHORE.

AMONGST the many objects collected during 
the present century from the Cheshire shore, 

none are so plentiful as the metal studs, bars, and 
plates, which have been used in the ornamentation 
of leather.

In many instances it is difficult to determine 
whether the leather straps or belts, ornamented 
with these metal articles, have formed parts of horse 
trappings or have been for personal use. In early 
mediaeval times buckles and straps were commonly 
employed for purposes to which, at a later period, 
buttons were applied ; and the elaborately decorated 
shoulder and waist belts, long since obsolete in the 
apparel of gentlemen, were in early times frequently 
worn as a means of sustaining the sword and other 
weapons, the scrip or gipciere, &c.

The harness of the chariot or carriage horse has 
from a very early date been an object for elegant
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ornamentation. The same may be said of the
trappings of the saddle horse, more especially as 
regards the loose rein which generally rested on 
the animal's neck.

Buckles and tags are not uncommon on the 
Cheshire shore, and between the attached metal 
plates with which these were fastened to the straps, 
the leather frequently remains. The only instance 
in which the leather strap has been found projecting 
beyond the plates, which is known to have come 
from our locality, is the specimen No. 3 figured in 
the plate.

The objects now described have all been found 
since the late Canon Hume published his Ancient 
Mcols, and at the time he issued that work he 
had not seen any straps or fragments which were 
not enclosed between the metal plates, as above 
described.

The specimens which I have selected from my 
collection, to illustrate the class of objects forming 
the title of this paper, have been carefully drawn in 
lithographic chalk, and their appearance is faithfully 
represented in the annexed plate, though it has been 
found necessary to make some of the drawings on 
a reduced scale. The following descriptions will 
supplement the drawings, and it is hoped will 
convey to the reader an accurate idea of the objects 
themselves.

Figure i. Fragment of a leather strap, about 
itfin. in width, studded with plain button-like 
pewter studs, to which the action of salt water has 
given the appearance of bronze. These studs are 
about ^in. in diameter, and run down the centre 
of the strap about rVn - apart, measuring from edge 
to edge. The peculiar feature of this specimen is, 
that the leather has evidently been enamelled or 
lacquered with some kind of composition, parts of
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which still adhere to its surface in a very crackled 
state.

Figure 2. Fragment of a leather strap, {?; in. in 
width, decorated with pewter bosses or studs, 
which, like those upon the strap in figure i, have 

now the appearance of bronze. 
The ornaments upon this speci 
men are of an unusual form, 
somewhat resembling a semi 
circular Greek shield : through 
the centre of each is a square 

aperture, slightly bevelled.
Figure 3. An ornamental tag of pewter (which 

like the other pewter ornaments now resembles 
bronze in appearance) attached to the end of a 
leather strap, j-fin. in width. Above the tag there 
have been three studs, in the form of conventional 
roses, with raised centres ; of these only two now 
remain. The tag is shield-like in form, with a 
scolloped top forming a point in the centre and at 
each side ; the base of the shield is rounded. Upon 
this shield, which has a plain raised edge, and 
forming its base, is a beaded circle, with plain 
raised edges ; and within this circle, in open-work 
shewing the leather of the strap through the inter 
stices, is a crown such as appears on the king's 
head in coins of the Edwards.* This object is 
hollow, for the purpose of receiving the strap-end, 
which is fixed within it. The back of the tag is of 
the same shape as the front, but quite plain, except 
for a rivet which goes through the leather and 
comes out at the centre point of the shield on the

* In Planche's Regal Records, 1838, where representations of the crowns of 
most of our kings are given, this crown, shewing three fieurs-de-lys (but with 
iive pearls on the rim of the crown) is attributed to Edward I. The crowns 
of Edward II and Edward III, figured in that work, are more elaborate. 
The crown of Henry III shews five fleurs-de-lys, but a crown of three leaves 
was worn by Richard I and John.
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front side. The edges are plain, but there has 
been a terminal ornament of some kind, below the 
beaded circle, the shank of which alone remains.

Figure 4. A small thin bronze object, probably 
a portion of an ornamental tag, measuring ijin. by 
^ijin. at its widest part. This little specimen is 
interesting as having upon it, in incised lines, a 
very rude but characteristic representation of a 
bird with long legs, perhaps intended for a heron 
or stork, with something in its long beak. Below 
the figure is a rudely incised lozenge.

Figure 5. A bronze strap-tag composed of three 
layers of metal, the outer ones being of thin sheet 
bronze. The outer layer, at the back, is longer 
than the other parts of the tag by about fin., and 
is perforated with two circular holes : it would 
seem to have been previously used or intended to 
be used for some other purpose, for there are two 
concentric circles scratched upon it, as if with a 
pair of compasses. The central bronze layer, so 
far as it is not concealed by the outer ones, is of 
open work, having two rectangular openings each 
filled with an ornamental tongue of bronze. The 
outer layer of sheet bronze, in front, has been cut 
into three flat perpendicular bars, in its upper part, 
and these, when perfect, covered the bars of the 
central layer of bronze, leaving its two ornamental 
tongues visible through the openings. Below the 
three bars the bronze is shield-shaped, and upon it 
is a rudely incised shield of arms with a jagged 
outline. The arms are Quarterly, in the 2nd and 
yd quarters a fret, over all a bendlet; on a chief three 
quatrefoils ; it is questionable whether the chief is 
really a part of the coat of arms or merely orna 
mental ; most probably the latter is the case, as the 
coat with the chief would be rather too complicated 
a one for early heraldry. The DESPENCERS or
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SPENSERS bore for arms, Quarterly Argent and Gules 
in the 2nd and yd quarters a fret Or, over all a bend 
Sable. The BUTTONS of Cheshire bore, Quarterly 
Argent and Gules, in the 2nd and yd quarters a fret 
Or; and the Lancashire family of NORREYS bore 
the same, with over all a fessc Azure. It is possible, 
though not probable, that some member of the 
family of Button or Norreys differenced his arms 
with a bendlet.

The total length of the outer layer of sheet 
bronze in the front of this object is about r^in., 
and its width gin. The total length of the central 
layer is ifin., its width is the same as that of the 
outer layer, and its thickness is about i^in.

Figures 6 and 7 are apparently portions of the 
same leather strap, which has been about fin. in 
width. This strap has been tooled with a very 
simple but elegant design within plain border lines. 
Perhaps the pattern is best described by the her 
aldic term " fretty," and there is a bead between 
every space in the fret work. The workmanship is 
very good, but the leather has warped, and conse 
quently the pattern appears in a somewhat distorted 
form in the illustration, which scarcely conveys an 
adequate idea of the extremely neat appearance of 
the design.

Figure 8. Fragment of a leather strap of ir 
regular width ; on an average about |-§in. This 
specimen shews the punched holes through which 
the attachments of the bosses, now lost, were fixed. 
These holes are in groups of six or seven, and the 
groups are about 2^in. apart. It would seem as if 
the ornaments upon this strap had been of a heavy 
or elaborate kind, if we may judge by the number 
of holes which were needed to fasten them to the 
leather.

Figure 9. Fragment of a broad and strong
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leather strap, about ain. in width, ornamented with 
a number of small brass rivets or pins, forming an 
artistic conventional design of bold scrolls, among 
which is the letter f, and what appears to be p or 1). 
The rivets or pins go through the strap to the 
opposite side, where the whole design appears as 
on the front, but reversed. This specimen consists 
of two fragments of the same strap roughly fastened 
together by a leather thong, not in a workman-like 
manner, but as if repaired in a case of emergency. 
The lower strap near the attachment has upon it 
a repetition of the second letter (j) or p) together 
with a portion of the pattern, shewing that at least 
two letters would probably be repeated along the 
length of the strap among the scrolls. The scroll 
work on the upper strap terminates about 2!in. 

iuv- from ^s other end, where there are a number of 
j-POBLfe^Jes, indicating the point at which two portions of 

"' SRJTeather had originally been joined together.

The excellent wood engraving of the unique and 
beautifully ornamented strap now brought to your 
notice, is printed from a block cut for our lamented 
friend, the late Canon Hume. It was intended for 
one of the illustrations to a new edition of his 
A ncicnt Meo/s, on which he was engaged at the 
time of his death.

The strap is briefly described in this Society's 
Transactions for 1866-7, by the late Mr. Henry 
Ecroyd Smith. It is hoped the interest of the 
engraving now presented to the Society will be 
deemed a sufficient excuse for its being again 
described by its owner. It may be stated that the 
description now given of this strap, and its sup 
posed use, is that which would have been adopted 
by the late Canon Hume.
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This strap is 31 inches in length, -^ inches in 
width, and the studs are ^ inches apart from 
centre to centre. The late Mr. Joseph Mayer pro 
nounced these studs to be of silver. They are 
lozenge-shaped, raised in the middle to an obtuse 
point ; there is a bevelled raised ridge running from 
the centre to each of the four corners, and a deli 
cate bead pattern is round the edge. The strap 
may have been longer, each end being worn or 
broken. It has been of two thicknesses through 
the entire length, the leather on the upper or 
studded side being the thinner. Its use has pro 
bably been that of a pendant to the waist belt, a 
suspender for keys, or a chatelaine. At the middle 
of the length of the strap one stud has its edges 
turned outwards, in a way that might be caused by 
a metal ring or other hard substance pressing on 
its under surface. When found, the strap was 
doubled at this part, and had so been used, the 
studs on one side of the bend being in good con 
dition, on the other very much worn, presumably 
by friction against the clothing of the wearer. The 
studs are attached to the strap by means of strong 
metal pins, which are rivetted. These studs are 
thirty-eight in number ; originally there have been 
forty of them, but nothing except the rivet pins 
now remains of two.

It may not be out of place, in a description of 
leather articles, to mention the parts of shoes 
which have been frequently found on the Cheshire 
shore. The writer possesses many soles and some 
uppers, including backs and fronts, the latter in 
some cases being in one entire piece ; in a few 
specimens the leather laces or ties remain. The 
soles vary from five and a half to eleven and a half 
inches in length. In one large sole a thong of 
leather, half an inch broad, passes through the 
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margin on the inner side of the narrow part, which 
would be below the instep, leading to the supposi 
tion that it had been used as a sandal. The soles 
are mostly of the extremely narrow-toed type. The 
uncurried leather of which these shoes were made 
appears to have been of excellent quality, oak 
tanned, and used in the brown state in which it 
left the tan-pit. The shoes were all sewn, but as 
nothing remains of the material with which they 
were put together, it may be concluded it was a 
vegetable fibre, most probably flax.

CHARLES POTTER.

ON AN IMPRESSED PLAQUE BEARING 

A PORTRAIT OF KING CHARLES I.

THE object which I exhibited at a meeting of 
the Historic Society on the 22nd March, 1888, 

and again on the occasion of Mr. Leslie's paper, 
on the 2ist February, 1889, was obtained by me, 
in exchange, from the late Dr. Kendrick of VVar- 
rington, who valued it very highly, and on many 
occasions remarked to me that he believed it was 
the lid of a snuff-box which had been presented to 
James, seventh Earl of Derby, by King Charles I. 

The following notice of this plaque appears in 
the Journal of the British Archceological Association, 
vol. xxiii (1867), p. go: 

" Dr. Kendrick submitted an impressed oval plaque of horn, 
four inches by three, bearing a profile bust, to the right, of King 
Charles I., closely resembling in every respect the one on 
the tortoise-shell plaque in the possession of Lord Boston 
described in this Journal (xxi, 354); but instead of the field
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