
WARRINGTOX FRIARY, AND Till- 

RECENT DISCOVERIES THERE.

lly William Owen, 1; .R.I.13..1 .

(Rend 141)1 November, 1889.)

OOME three years ago the Corporation of War- 
>^ rington began to put into force an Act of 
Parliament obtained for the widening of Bridge 
Street in that town. The street was narrow, and 
covered on the west side with some very old 
property, which it was decided to purchase, so 
that a considerable additional width might be 
obtained, and enjoyed by the public. This street 
is one which, running almost due north and south, 
forms the only approach to the town from Cheshire ; 
the river Mersey being spanned, in three arches, 
by a stone bridge at the foot of the street, from 
which the street itself takes its name.

The first mention of the existence of a bridge 
here is in a charter of 1305, from William le Boteler, 
lord of Warrington, granting a piece of land " lying 
" between a certain house and the bridge of the 
" Mersey at Warrington." (Beamont's Lords of 
Warrington, page 133.) Previous to the bridge
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there would be a ford, either at the same place or 
somewhere near.

Curiously enough, to the present day no other 
public bridge has been erected between this site 
and the mouth of the Mersey to connect Lanca 
shire with Cheshire, for though there are some four 
railway bridges, carrying, in three cases, footways 
over the Mersey, between Warrington and Liver 
pool, there exists no bridge whereby vehicular 
communication can be carried on.

The old property on the west side of Bridge 
Street having been purchased, it was razed to the 
ground, and a fairly large area was laid bare. The 
Corporation having set out the new line of street, 
preparation was made to commence rebuilding, 
and it was whilst excavating for the cellars of a 
new inn that the first of the recent discoveries 
relating to the old Friary was made.

It was well known that a Friary had existed in 
Warrington, and its position could have been 
pointed out with tolerable accuracy, for from time 
to time various fragments of masonry had been 
found near to what has now been proved to a 
certainty to be the site of the Church. As well 
also would the names of surrounding lanes and 
streets have led one to suppose their origin, for 
St. Austin's Lane, Friars' Gate, Friar's Lane, and 
Friars' Green (called Chancel Street in a map 
dated 1772), are all found in close proximity to 
the site.

The Friary has also been lifted out of obscurity 
by the late Mr. William Beamont, whose great loss 
YVarrington is just now deploring. As far back as 
1872 he wrote a History of the Warrington Friary, 
which was printed for the Chetham Society, in 
which he collected together, from a goodly number 
of sources, some most interesting facts, and in
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The portions of walls aud piers shown in black, the tiling, and the other remains in the nave and choir, wore found as drawn.

The rest is conjectural.
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which he also dealt with such small portions of 
masonry as had up to that time been discovered. 
Later, in 1878, Mr. Beamont again went into the 
matter, but this time in conjunction with Mr. J. 
Paul Rylands, F.S.A., whose skill in heraldry is 
well known. They together published a work 
entitled, An attempt to identify the Anns formerly 
existing in the windows of the Parish Church and 
Austin Friary at Warnngton. So far as the Friary 
is concerned, this attempt is to identify arms de 
scribed and delineated in notes made or collected 
by Laurence de Bostoke, between 1590 and 1600. 
Mr. Beamont in 1886 again interested himself 
in the Friary, when the open space of ground 
offered itself on which excavations could be made. 
He suggested to the Corporation that search 
should be instituted, and the Corporation, listening 
to the suggestion, set aside a small sum for the 
purpose, and the work was carefully watched by 
Mr. Beamont and Mr. James K. Worsley, F.S.A., 
acting with him.

During the excavations, from time to time, I had 
access to them, and made careful notes, measure 
ments, and sketches of all the features that revealed 
themselves. Owing to the proximity of buildings 
which were not purchased by the Corporation, and 
which are not to be taken down, further search cannot 
at present be made, and may not be for some years 
to come ; indeed it has only been through the cour 
tesy of two owners of buildings that so much actual 
knowledge as we have has been reached, for whilst 
some of the column bases were found in the curtilage 
of a candle manufactory, one of the buttresses was 
found immediately underneath a bakehouse. It is 
probable that a square of cottages, the north wall 
of which stands upon the line of the south wall of 
the nave of the Church, covers very much that
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would prove interesting ; and the walls of the cot 
tages themselves having been built of similar stone 
to the Friary up to unequal heights, with brickwork 
above, gives rise to the suspicion that the old stones 
of the Friary themselves have been used in the 
buildings. However, with the story of Naboth's 
vineyard and the tenth Commandment before us, 
we must, though very reluctantly, content ourselves 
for the time being.

It was the difficult}' of getting further informa 
tion that first impressed me with the desirability of 
recording all that has been discovered up to the 
present time. My sole object in this is to so repre 
sent, by measurements and drawings, what is now 
again lost to view, that should it be the lot of others 
interested in the old Friary to discover still more 
of the foundations, the record may be continued 
from time to time as materials will allow, each 
" find" being put in its relative position until, it 
may be, such a plan can be prepared as will 
unfold to us, or to others, somewhat of the original 
arrangements of both the Church and domestic 
buildings. I have prepared such drawings as will 
enable me to describe what was found, as well 
as to record the facts ; and with these I have now 
to deal.

Besides the outlines of certain walls, an impor 
tant length of tiling on the floor of the chancel was 
exposed, and a tombstone was brought to light. 
The walls were wholly buried in the soil; and the 
tiled floor of the choir was between three and four 
feet below the general level of land above it, but 
not so much below the level of Bridge Street as 
now formed. The tiling of the choir was very 
slightly lower than the step of the south door of 
the crossing, and the tiling of the chancel itself had 
three different levels the portion at the east end
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near to the altar pace being i2in. higher than the 
body, and the small portion near to the south 
wall being Gin. higher than the body. Xo trace 
of any steps or tiling on the altar pace itself was 
seen.

The first find in the year 1886, to which I have 
before referred, is indicated on the block plan, and 
lay some 120 feet south of the east end of the 
choir ; but it was so incomplete as not to give the 
size of the building of which it was a portion, 
except only as to its width, which was about 15 
feet. At the angle there was evidence of the foun 
dation of a stone staircase, which would lead to a 
room above that on the ground floor. It is possible 
this building may have been the infirmary.

It was afterwards, in the close of i8H6, that the 
foundations of the Friary Church were struck upon, 
and the length of the choir and crossing, on the 
south, being in open ground without buildings, it 
was easy to follow up the traces and completely 
unearth so much of the walling as existed here. 
Further than this we could not get, owing to stand 
ing buildings ; and the other information, west of 
the crossing, was sought for, bit by bit, inside 
premises belonging to different owners. You will, 
I fear, think that what I have to shew you is but a 
very imperfect whole ; hut it may not be improbable 
that my attempt to render the facts may some day 
prove useful, when, further search being found 
possible, the plans may be completed.

The block plan with the general surroundings, 
and shewing the complete Church as I have con 
jectured it, will give you the best idea of position 
with relation to the streets, the bridge, and the 
River Mersey. The conventual buildings would 
probably lie between the Church and the river, and 
may be said to have rested upon its banks, where
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the waters, within 40 years, have been noted for 
salmon. Now, alas, it must be said that but for 
the recurring tide from Liverpool, this particular 
portion of the Mersey would become the settling- 
pit for the sewage poured through it by the towns 
on the upper reaches. Of the site of the Friary it 
has been said, " the selection shews the wise dis- 
" cernment and prudent foresight of its architects, 
" who were most probably the first tenants of its 
" cloisters, for whilst the baron's house and the 
" rectory were planted in a low swamp with an 
" alluvial foundation, and nearly all the remainder 
" of the town was placed upon a cold, umvhole- 
" some substratum of clay, they had the sagacity 
" to discover, and the wisdom to choose, a gravelly 
" bank in which to lay their foundations, secure 
" from the damp which invades other parts of the 
"town." The historian very quaintly adds, "no 
" liquids found their way into the friars' cellars 
" without the will of their owners." (Beamont's 
History, p. 3.) From the recent excavations it 
would appear to be correct, that underlying the 
land which was occupied by the friars, there is a 
stratum of gravel which, though thin, drains the 
sand and soil above it.

It is probable that the position of Warrington 
bridge or ford, whichever it might be, would be a 
consideration also in the selection of the site, afford 
ing as it would the opportunity of begging from 
more numerous passers by than would have been 
the case elsewhere. In Nasmith's edition of Tan 
ner's Notitia Mouastica, 1787, there appears this 
note in reference to the Warrington Friary:  
" Qucere, whether this Friery was not on the 
" Cheshire side of the bridge." This question is 
answered by the discoveries now made, which 
prove without doubt that the Friary was on the 
Lancashire side of the Mersev.



Lands held by the Friars. 181

Unfortunately no record can be found of the 
boundaries of the lands held by the friars, but there 
is no doubt they assumed very fair proportions, 
especially taking into consideration the fact that 
the Friary may have been said to be almost within 
a town. " In the year 1292, Ralph Henry de 
" Werington and Alicia his wife recovered against 
" \Villiam le Botiler, in an action then tried at 
" Lancaster, before Sir Hugh Cressingham and 
" others, his companion justices in eyre, five acres 
" of land in Warrington ; and by a deed dated 
" 22nd June, 1292, they released these lands to the 
" said William le Botiler, their lord, and in their 
" release they describe four of these acres as lying 
" within the close of the brethren of St. Augustine 
" at Warrington, and the fifth as lying between the 
" said close and the Ptecroft." (Pear tree croft.) 
(Beamont's History, p. 7.)

" On the 18th June, 1332, William le Botiler, 
" lord of Warrington, gave to God and the Blessed 
" Virgin, and the friars of St. Augustine at War- 
" rington, serving God there, all that his meadow 
" in Warrington called Blanchmede, free of all 
" secular service." (Ibid., p. 14.)

" On the 8th April, 1335, a grant was made by 
" Henry Fitz Robert Fitz Radulf Fitz Henry de 
" Werington, who by it, for the safety of his soul 
" and the souls of his ancestors and the souls of 
" those his relations who should come after him, 
" released to the prior and brethren of the hermits 
" of St. Augustine at Warrington, all his right to 
" his land and tenements at Warrington, lying 
" between Aldreswell on the one side, and Mill- 
" steads on the other, and which lands at one end 
" abutted upon Blanchmede, and at the other upon 
" Arpeprdehethe." (Ibid., p. 9.)

" About 1371, Roger de Sonkey granted the friars
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" another acre and a half lying near the Friary." 
(Ibid., p. 14.)

The identity of these lands is lost, as well as 
their boundaries.

Of the gateway to the Friar}', which is said to 
have been standing to nearly the close of the last 
century (Ibid., p. 75), and to have been the last 
remnant of the Friary left above ground, I can 
learn nothing, though it is possible that the street 
called Friar's Gate, at the north of the Church, 
may have contained it.

The ground, or rather general plan (plate i), 
which I have prepared, will shew you as much of 
the Church as revealed itself, and will afford infor 
mation of the sizes of the different parts. In the 
plan on plate 3 the portions of walls, piers, and 
pillars blacked in, shew exactly the stonework 
which was found in its original position, averaging 
some i Sin. in height above the tiling of the choir 
floor. The stonework is all from local red sand 
stone quarries, there being one at Appleton, about 
two miles distant, and another at Daresbury, about 
3! miles distant. The choir had a width of 24 feet, 
with .a length of 58 feet, divided into three bays by 
buttresses projecting 4 feet, and about 3 feet 3 in. 
wide. The walls of the choir were 3 feet 6 inches 
thick, the east end was square, with buttresses at 
the. angles projecting 5 feet, and 3 feet 6 in. wide, 
these widths being all taken above the floor level, 
and of course above the projecting footings. Clear 
evidence was found of the position of two steps 
which crossed the full width of the choir, rising 
6 in. each to the east end, and equally clear indi 
cations of the stonework which had supported the 
woodwork and flooring of the choir stalls, shewing 
plainly the return of the stalls at the west end of 
the choir for the occupants to face the altar at the
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east end, the passage into the choir, from the cros 
sing between the stalls, being about 6 feet wide. 
There is also to be noticed a division or passage 
in the tiling of the floor, opposite the first buttress, 
which may also indicate a passage or division in 
the length of the choir stalls. At the west end of 
the choir, on both the north and south sides, there 
was evidence of a stone base for a screen, which 
may have been either of wood or stone in its upper 
part.

In the work on the arms displayed in the stained 
glass of the Friary windows, by Messrs. Beamont 
and Rylands, to which I have before referred, there 
are given extended extracts from Laurence de 
Bostoke's Notes of the Arms in the Austin Friary 
from the Harleian MSS., in which six windows are 
specifically mentioned. Four of them are in the 
" chancsell within the Priory," and of these four 
the exact positions are given for two, one being the 
second window on the " northe sycl," and the other 
being that over the " hyghe alter." Of the other 
two windows mentioned as being in the chancel, 
one is given as being on the " fourthe syde," whilst 
the second has no particular position or side as 
signed to it. I should think it is likely that for 
"fourthe syde" we might read south side, especially 
as the Notes are said to have " been closely written 
" in a very bad hand." From these same Notes, as 
far as I can judge, the windows may have had at 
least three divisions or lights, as references are 
made to the middle, right hand side, and top of 
these windows in describing the exact positions of 
the arms in the glass.

The crossing, which we have west of the choir, 
is the richest portion of our find, as in it we have 
almost close together the few architectural features 
laid bare. Measuring over the walls from north to
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south the length is 31 feet, whilst the width from 
east to west, measuring again over the walls, is 
only 18 feet, which somewhat puzzles me as to the 
outline of the superincumbent tower, which was 
probably here. Referring again to Laurence de 
Bostoke's Notes, I find that " upon the steple wth in 
" the Churche, carved or graven in stone," were 
some " 41 shylds," a partial list of which he gives. 
It is probable that these shields appeared on the 
stonework above and in the spandrels of the arches, 
and that as forty-one shields would require some 
space, they may have appeared on both sides of 
both the east and west arches.

On the south side of the crossing was the com 
plete jamb of an entrance doorway, with the rebate 
into which the door had fitted, its splay on the 
inside and its moulded angle outside all complete. 
From its position and surrounding circumstances 
it will most likely not have been wider in the open 
ing than 4 feet, and would appear to have been a 
door leading from the sacristy or cloisters, if any. 
On the north side of the crossing there was evi 
dence of the existence of a narrow doorway, 
scarcely 2 feet wide, the step and start of chamfer 
up the jamb being visible, but nothing else. From 
its narrowness, I should judge that the door cannot 
have been for any other purpose than to have reached 
the belfry or steeple. At the west side of the cros 
sing, under what would be the nave arch, there 
were stones on both the north and south sides, 
indicating again very clearly that here had stood a 
screen ; but what increased the interest was the 
fact of positive evidence that the screen had turned 
westwards into the nave, on two sides of a central 
passage opposite that to the choir, but in this case 
only about 5 feet wide. Where the screen wall is 
blacked, it was some three courses of masonry
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above the Church floor level, but where outlined it 
was only so much above the floor as to clearly 
indicate the position and shew the chamfers on the 
stones at each angle. The return walls of the 
screen reach 10 feet into the nave.

From the crossing westwards the findings are 
piecemeal, and were got at with considerable diffi 
culty, owing to the buildings on the land ; but it is 
possible sufficient clue may have been obtained to 
complete the plan of the Church, the original 
arrangement of which appears to have been some 
what strange. West of the crossing and north of 
the nave the plan is entirely conjectural on my part, 
but if you will follow me you will see that I have 
not made any conjecture without having at least 
some foundation, however slight, for it.

The pier on the west side of the tower (north-west 
angle) gives the line of the north side of the nave, 
and there was every indication that walls of cot 
tages now standing followed exactly the south side 
of the nave and stood upon the wall. This being 
so, we have a nave 86 feet long by 27 feet wide. In 
line with the north-west angle pier of the tower, on 
search being made, a perfect pillar base came to 
light, at a distance of 13 feet 8 inches from the west 
face of the tower pier to the centre of the pillar. 
Continuing the line westward, a second pillar base 
was found, exactly similar to the first in si/e and 
detail, being at a distance of 14 feet 5 inches, mea 
suring centre to centre, from the first pillar. 
Striking now northwards, as the opportunity oc 
curred with the buildings, another similar pillar 
base was found, at a distance of 15 feet 10 inches 
from the last pillar, measuring again centre to 
centre. Pricking down and searching westward, 
masonry was found in the position indicated, and 
presumed to be the west wall of the nave, abutting 

o
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upon Friars Green, or Chancel Street ; and this 
position, curiously enough, divides out into six 
equal bays, with the pillars on the north side of 
the nave.

Harking back to the north-west angle of tower, 
and striking northwards, an enthusiastic baker 
permitted sinking to be carried on in his bake 
house itself, and the sinking was rewarded by the 
finding of the wall and the evidence of the buttress, 
which was found to be in the correct position 
for two bays of equal width in the side aisles, or 
transept.

Working again westward from the second pillar 
in the nave wall, under great difficulties, there was 
found one quarter section of a pillar roughly cut 
through at the back, as if done in forming the 
trench for a drain, or for the foundation of a wall. 
Now this quarter section I did not see in position, 
nor do I know how it faced when found, and I 
asked too late for any one to remember, but the 
distance to the hole it came out of was about 
14 feet 6 inches from the next pillar in the line of 
nave, showing it to have been about equidistant with 
the other pillar further east.

After this, I had pointed out to me the exact 
spot where a stone wall had been cut through for 
a drain at some previous period, and to the north 
of these pillars ; and laying it down to scale, I 
found it to be at a distance equal to four bays 
from the nave of the same width as the two 
bays already marked out by the pillar and the 
buttress.

I was perplexed, and went no further with my 
plan, until I came across the following remarks by 
Canon Venables. Speaking of the Mendicant 
Orders, including the Austin Friars, he says :  
" Their Churches, built for the reception of large
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" congregations of hearers rather than worship- 
" pers, form a class by themselves, totally unlike 
" those of the elder orders in ground plan and 
" character.....The East end was usually square..... 
" We not unfrequently find a single transept, 
" sometimes of great size, rivalling or exceeding 
" the nave. This arrangement is frequent in Ire- 
" land.....The friars' churches were at first destitute 
" of towers, but in the i4th and I5th centuries, 
" tall, slender towers were commonly inserted 
" between the nave and the choir....." (Encyclo 
pedia Britannica, gth ed., vol. i, article "Abbey.") 
After reading this, I formed on paper the transept 
I have shewn, which has a width of 44 feet, and 
a length northwards of 62 feet, from the inside of 
the nave arcade. The Austin Friars were pro 
verbial for their love of preaching (Archceologia, 
xxxix, p. 17), and it is possible the size of the 
congregation they attracted necessitated such an 
addition as this transept to the nave, to give 
sufficient accommodation.

I am fully alive to the weak points in my 
suggested arrangement. I have no positive, evi 
dence that the walls intersected at the points 
furthest west and furthest north were walls of the 
Church. Then if the quarter pillar found on the 
north side of the nave, with its rough back, faced 
northwards or westwards, it would upset my theory ; 
for then, in all likelihood, there was in this position 
another perfect pillar, which would rather point to 
the probable existence of a north aisle which, 
from the position of the buttress on the east side 
of the transept, would appear to have been a 
double one. My colleagues in architecture would 
also be able to point out that if the transept was 
as shewn, where this quarter pillar turned up there 
would more likely have been a pier, corresponding 

o 2
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with that on the north-west angle of tower. The 
plan on plate 3 shews exactly what was found in 
continuity, and nothing more ; and it may be 
possible some one more experienced may be able 
to erect upon it some arrangement other than the 
transept I have shewn in my completed plan.

Before leaving the pillars, it may be interesting 
to state that for some years there have been in the 
Warrington Museum two of the stones of the 
exact size and detail as \vould fit on the bases now- 
found. One of these came from the old Manor Court 
House in the Market Place, pulled down some 
years ago, of which we have also in the Museum a 
rough pencil sketch, shewing how the stones were 
set up to form the outer leg to support a small 
tower two sides of the square of the tower being 
supported on walls of the Court House itself. 
The other is from the church of St. Elphin's, the 
parish church of Warrington ; and this is a half 
column, with base complete, as would be set in the 
wall to receive arcading, as shewn on the north 
wall of the transept in my plan. I have not a 
doubt but these were removed from the Friary at 
a time when the walls became a quarry for the 
lord of the manor, and perhaps for the public 
also.

The masonry found in its original position, with 
mouldings upon it, was of course particularly 
interesting to me as an architect, and I have pre 
pared two sheets to describe it to you. On the 
first (plate 4) I have shewn the plans and eleva 
tions of each particular portion found in November, 
1887 ; on the second (plate 5) I have shewn these 
features in perspective, that you may judge of 
their appearance and value ; whilst on a third 
sheet (plate 6) I have shewn fragments of masonry 
found on the Friary site at different times, but not
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in their original position, which may or may not 
be of value in the future to piece on to other finds. 
So far as can be judged, the masonry had been 
carefully tooled, though owing to the soft nature 
of the stone it was only here and there that the tool 
marks remained.

The chief portions of masons' work are 
1. The pillars and bases of arcade on the north 

side of nave.
2. The north-west pier of tower, with pier facing 

west, towards nave arcade.
3. The south-west pier of tower, with pillar and 

two stop chamfers facing north, opposite to the 
same details on the north-west pier ; and also with 
the west jamb of the south entrance door, shewing 
jamb moulding on the outside and the splayed reveal 
and rebate for door on the inside.

4. The south-east pier of the tower (which was 
not found of its full width), with pillar base and 
stop of angle mould, which faced the north-east pier. 
Indications of the masonry of the north-east pier of 
the tower were found, but not the detailed masonry; 
in fact, if I remember rightly, it was at the bottom 
of an ashpit.

It would be well now just to look at a few dates 
in the history of the Friary. It is pretty well agreed 
that the Austin Friars were first introduced into 
England about 1250, but the first mention of a 
Friary at Warrington is in 1292 (the date I have 
previously quoted). In 1301, the Lichfield Register 
gives the ordination of Geoffrey de Borey as having 
taken place, and continues to give the ordinations 
up to gth June, 1498, the last recorded being a 
Warrington Friar, Thomas Harrison, ordained 
deacon, and another Warrington Friar, John 
Roberts, ordained priest. In 1520, Sir Thomas 
Boteler in his will directs " X marks in money to
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" be geven to the pore frere howse of Waryngton 
" towards the reparation and ornaments of the 
" same, at the discretion of the executors." (His 
tory of Friary, 57.^ We have, therefore, dates 
recording the existence of the Friary from 1292 to 
1520, during which it was occupied by the Austin 
Friars.

In 1540, Henry the Eighth granted the site of 
the Friary to Sir Thomas Holcroft; and in 1543, for 
£126, Sir Thomas conveyed it to John Cawdwell, 
including all the domestic buildings and land, but 
with the stipulation that he (John Cawdwell) should 
not hinder the inhabitants of Warrington from 
using the Church, according to a lease made with 
Sir William Plumtre, clerk, and that he would 
permit Sir Thomas to carry away all the stone 
walls which at that time were not covered with 
any roof.

In the divisions of Gothic architecture we assign 
to what we call Decorated the period of the three 
Edwards and part of Richard the Second, say 1272 
to 1377, and to the Perpendicular 1377 to 1547. 
The pillars of the nave are the common form of the 
decorated period, but the bases are crude and short 
of the richness generally pervading the work of that 
time ; the lightness of the pillars on the piers and 
the bases point to very early decorated, if not 
transitional work from early English, the lack of 
deep undercutting being probably accounted for by 
the softness of the stone, which would not stand it. 
A pillar found at Lucllow is similar to those of the 
nave, but with a much richer molded base. (Arch- 
ceologia, xxxix, 183.)

Passing on to the sheet of fragments found out 
of position, I would merely point out that they are 
nearly all of much later date, and I am inclined to 
think the pieces in the top left hand corner and the
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lower right hand corner are probably belonging to 
the panelling of the screens, of which we found the 
stone bases. The sheet shews that work was 
carried on both in the decorated and perpendicular 
periods.

When unearthing the walls of the choir a large 
sheet of tiling was exposed, which when first un 
covered, although giving evidence of having been 
very much worn, had a remarkably fine appearance. 
The colour was a rich red, with almost all glaze 
worn, or eaten, oft the upper surface. On the top 
of the tiles there appeared to be a layer of light- 
coloured sand, under the other filling, as if it had 
been laid there for the protection of the tiling at 
the time the filling-up took place. The tiling was 
continuous for a length of about 36 feet, with a 
width varying from j\ feet to T.\ feet, shewing fully 
the original arrangement of a pattern with border 
running the length of the choir, down its centre, 
and having on each side tiling of another pattern. 
I have shewn a plan of the whole of the tiling as 
it lay when exposed, and have taken care to mark 
the exact joints of the tiles and the indented lines 
upon them, as well as the position of any particular 
tiles of special pattern. (Plate 7.)

The geometric pattern of the tiles forming the 
centre of the choir gave me especial pleasure. I 
am inclined to believe that they are unique, although 
a friend of mine (Mr. Rawdon Smith, of Messrs. 
Craven, Dunill and Co., of Jackfield,) who has been 
kind enough to interest himself for me in the matter, 
and from whom I have obtained some information, 
has rather lowered my estimate of them by looking 
up a pattern of tiling in Friar Crauden's Chapel in 
Ely Cathedral, which, though richer and in more 
colours than one, appears to have a similar (but not 
exactly the same) motive in the design both in the
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body and border. From him I also learned that the 
tiles are of red common surface formation (brick 
clay), the buff being fire clay and that the roses 
formed on some of the tiles and the indented lines 
are what is now called in the trade "incised :" that 
is, the pattern was pressed into the soft clay with a 
stamp. Black tiles were produced by a deep green 
glaze on the red body, the green by the same glaze 
on the buff or fire clay body.

A small portion of tiling found near to the east 
wall was of a different pattern, and looked rich 
when first uncovered. The whole piece I have 
drawn out full size on the detail sheet. (Plate 8.) 
In the tiling at the sides of the central passage of 
choir there were several fleur-de-lys tiles of peculiar 
shape. I have sent the pattern of the tile to two 
different makers of antique pattern tiles, but can 
get no clue to the peculiarity ; nor could either 
maker find anything like it amongst old tiles they 
had imitated for different Cathedrals and Churches. 
I have shewn this full size, and grouped with it 
tiles with roses and lion's head, found in various 
positions.

From one tile found among the debris, which 
appeared to have portions of a shield upon it, 
one of my assistants managed to get out a full 
pattern, which proved to contain the arms of 
Beauchamp, and must have been repeated over the 
floor as far as these tiles were laid. The detail 
drawing shews this. Tiles with the Beauchamp 
arms are said to have been found at Ludlow Friary, 
(Archceologia, xxxix, p. 184,) but whether with an 
ornamental pattern around them I cannot say. 
The Beauchamp coat was amongst those carved 
on the tower of the Warrington Friary. Another 
solitary tile found, shewn in the centre of the sheet, 
appears to be a rude, conventional representation 
of oak leaves and acorns.
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Whilst at work with the excavations there was 
found a tombstone, with a cross and sword carved 
or incised upon it ; the stone is gin. thick, lit. loin, 
on the face, and has heen probably about 6:1 feet 
long, but has been broken, and the usual calvary at 
the foot of the cross does not appear. There are 
in the museum at Warrington two other tomb 
stones, which were found at difterent times prior to 
1870.on the Friary site ; the first measuring gin. 
thick, 2ft. at the top and ift. 6in. at the foot, and 
6ft. jin. long " beneath it, when taken up, there 
" was found lying in a rude coffin, hollowed out of 
" a solid part of a tree, the skeleton of a man with 
" a withy stick placed across his left arm." (Bea- 
mont's Friary, p. 60.) The second was also gin. 
thick, but 2ft. 5in. wide at top, 2ft. at bottom, and 
6ft. 5111. long ; and this has fortunately upon it a 
shield, which enables it to be recognised as belonging 
to the Holcrofts,  " probably (says Air. Bcamont) 
"John Holcroft, who married Margaret, daughter 
" of Hamlet Massey of Rixton." (Beamont's Friary, 
p. 60.) I have shewn not only the tombstone found 
in the latest excavations, but the two found some 
years ago, as the three shew different designs, 
though with the same idea pervading them. 
(Plate 9.)

Several skeletons were found, and the positions 
in which they lay I have marked on the plan. 
There were evidences of coffins of wood, but not 
in all cases. The skeleton against the south wall 
of the nave appeared to be laid in a tomb, of which 
the bottom was paved with small boulder stones, 
whilst the side and end appeared to have been 
walled in, the wall of the Church forming the other 
two sides.

I have completed my tale of discoveries, and 
have endeavoured, as much as possible, to confine
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myself to them; for whilst the history of Monachism 
generally is a very tempting bait for a ramble, and 
the history in particular of the order of the Austin 
Friars might be a legitimate padding to my paper, 
my great desire has been to shew you, as well as I 
could, what we have found in Warrington, and, if 
possible, to so interest you in the record of the 
ruins, that, in turning your attention to the plan, 
you may offer some criticism that may lead to a 
more probable and hence truer result than I have 
been able to arrive at.


