
ZEbe ^Descent of tbe flfoasc^ of IRiyton anb (Blasebroofc.
Hamon Massy, Baron of Dunham Massy, co. Chester, temp. William the Conqueror, 

from whom descended Robert Massy de TattOn, co. Chester, whose younger son,
Alan de Rixton, lord of Rixton, co. Lancaster, under William I'incerna, temp. King 

John, from whom descended Alan de Rixton, whose eldest daughfcr and heir,

Sir Hamonnon le Massy, was, in right of his wife, "of Rixton." He was Escheator = Katherine de Rixton, married January, 1332-3, and had for 
of Cheshire 1332. Wed. 1332-3. A Knight 1347. Dead in 1360.______|____dower the Manor of Rixton and moiety of Glasehroke.

2nd wife, Matilda, widow of William de Horton. ^ Richard le Masey de Rixton. Born 1348. = 1st wife, . . . (Possibly John Masey. 
______Alive 1414.____________________Wed. 2nd wife 1400. Dead 1407._____|_____a Warburton.)__________________ Alive 1365.

Hamon le Masey de Rixton.   Elena, daughter and heir 
Wed. before 1400. Died 1436, | of William de Horton.

Peter Masey, younger son. = Margaret, daughter and co-heir 
Died 1430. of William de Horton.

John Mascy, chaplain. 
Alive 1448. ___

Johanna. Wed. in 1413 
Sir William Trouthek.

William Masey Of Rixton. = Petronilla, daughter and Richard Mascy. John Mascy. George Mascy. Thomas Mascy, clerk. Elizabeth. Margaret.
I

Wed. 1415. Died about 1448. heir of Rich. Werburton Wed. 1432 Alice, Alive 1436. 
of Burges in Cogeshull. wid.of Sir Ralph 
______ ________Langton, Knt.

Matilda. Douce.
Alive 1454. Rector of Warrington Wed.1423 \Ve(T.l43i Wed.John Wed. 1430

1444 to 1464. John Ley- Thomas Hyde. llarre
cester. Hesketh. Atherton.

Hamon Masey Of Rixton.   Johanna, daughter of Sir Robert Bothe 
Wed. 1438._Died 1462. | of Dunham Massy, Knt.______

Edward Mascy. 
Alive 1438.

Hugh Mascy. 
Alive 1438.

Ellen. 
Alive 1435.

Hamon Masey Of Rixton.   Alice, dau. of Sir William John Masey Of Rixton,   Anne, dau. of Sir John Margaret.
Horn .... Wed. 1465. Died 

.1502.
John Boteler of Mascy. 

Bewsey, Knt. A priest 
'497-

licit to his brother Hamon. 
Wed. 1500. Died 1513.

Pernel. Maude. Alison. Joan. Wed.
Bothe of Barton, Knt. Wed. bef. Wed. 1462 UnmarYl Unmar'cl aft. 1463 John
She wed. 2ndly Thos. 1464 Hen. John in 1463. in 1463. Domville.
Slarkye of Strellon. Kisley. Culchelh.___________________

I
William Mascy Of Rixton. Born =- Anne, daughter of Richard 

1504. Wed. 1519. Died 1538.___| Aston, of Aston, Esq.

I
Hamlet Mascy. 

Alive 1538.

I
James Mascy. Became "of 

Carllon." Alive 1538.
Richard Mascy. 

Alive 1538.
Two daughters 
and co-heirs. ___

Richard Mascy Of Rixton. Born 1525. = Anne, daughter of Thurstan John Mascy, of Hoi- Thomas Mascy. Dulcia. Wed. before 1538 Anna Alive Mergot. Alive 
Wed. 1531. Died 1579._______| Tildesley of Tildesley, Esq.____linsgreen 1576._____Alive 1538. Tims. AsMn of (ilasebrok. 1533 and 1538. 1533 and 1538.

William Mascy Of Rixton. Born = Dorothy, dau. and heir of Peter Richard Mascy. James Mascy. John Mascy. Dorothy. Died Mary. Wed. before Jane. Wed.
1552. Wed. 1572. Died 1595. Daniell of Over Tabley, Esq. Died 1623-4. Died 1628-9. Dead bef. 1615. unmar'd 1605. 1573 to Rob. Blundell 1590 to Harri 

ot Ince Blundell. let Bruche.

Richard Mascy Of Rixton. Born 1573. Wed. about 1595. Died 1645.= Anne, dau. of.     Middleton of. . . William Mascy, a priest. 
' Alive 1578-

Thurstan Mascy. Alive 1578.

Hamlet Mascy, son and heir apparent. = Dorothy.daughter of Thomas Mascy, a soldier. William Mascy of Stan- Prisca. Died Elizabeth. Mary. Wetl. 1st Anne. Wed.
Wed. 1615. Died bef. father 1636. I Roger Bradshagh of Died unmar'd abroad. dish. Died before 1641. unmar'd 1623. Wed. Abraham Edw. Eccleslon, 1637 Richard

llaigh, Esq.______________________"____________________________Langton. 2nd John Warde. Ellonhead.

2nd wife, Alice, = 
dau.of SirCuth- 
bert Clifton of 
Lythani, Knt.

Richard Mascy. 
o.s.p. 1681.

= Richard Masey Of Rixton, = 1st wife, Frances, Thomas Maspy, 
heir to his grandfather Richard dau.of Francis Plow- a priest. 
Mascy. Born 1619. Wed. 1st den of Plowden, co. Born 1622. 

1640. Died 1667. Salop. Died 1645. Alive 1672.
1 1 

Catherine, Hamlet Mascy, son and =: Margaret, dau. and co-heir 
a nun. heir apparent. Born 1641. of Sir Edw. More of Thel- 

Wed. 1662. ob.v.p. 1665. wall, co. Chester, Bart.

1 1
George Mascy. \\ illiam Mascy. 

Alive 1662. Dead 1652.

Francis Mascy of Rixton, se- =
cond son, heir to his brother. Born 
abt. 1642. \Ved.i6... Died 1675.

ii j 1
John and Anne, Dorothy. Wed. 
Hamlel. a nun. Gervase Clifton 
Died inf. of Weslby.

= Elizabeth, dau. of ... Dorothy, 
Wed. 2ndly, 1683, John a nun in 
BlundellofCrosbyfam. 1664.

Ellen, 
a nun.

1 
Frances, 
a nun in 

1664.

Mary Mascy, sole child and heir. Born Nov. 
1662. Wed. 1681 George Meynell, the younger, 
of Aldbro' and Dalton, co. York, Esq.; her son 
George Meynell being the "kinsman " to 
whom Francis Mascy of Rixton left his estates.

I
2nd wife, Katherine, widow   Richard Masey Of Rixton. Born =. 1st wife, Jane. dau. of William Fitzherbert of Anne, 

of Rol)ert Dalton, Ebq. 1675. Wed. 1st 1696. Died 1724. | Xorbury and Swinnerton, Esq. Died 1704. Born 1672.
j Living 1687. 

Francis Mascy Of Rixton. Born 1703. Died unmarried 1748. A nun. 
Bequeathed hi.- estates to his kinsman, George Meynell of Aldboro".



THE DESCENT OF THE MASCYS OF RIXTON, IN 

THE COUNTY OF LANCASTER.

(FROM ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS.) 

By Mrs. Arthur Cecil Tempest,

OOME time ago, whilst searching in the muniment safe at 
O Broughton Hall, in Craven, I came across a schedule, made 
in 1786, of the deeds then in the possession of Mr. Stephen 
Tempest of that place. By that schedule I discovered there was, 
at the date of its making, a consecutive series of deeds relating 
to the Mascys of Rixton, in Lancashire, dating from their first 
conection with the Rixtons to the death of the last of the line.

Tempted by the descriptions, I searched for the originals ; but 
they were nowhere to be found amongst the other Tempest 
papers. Determined, if possible, to trace them, I have succeeded 
in finding 120 out of some 255, and live in hopes of the others 
being some day returned to their proper resting place.

In 1837, 135 of the most ancient were lent to Mr. Joseph 
Francis Tempest, F.S.A., who does not appear to have returned 
them, as his acknowledgment, giving the numbers, &c., remains 
in the box in which the other deeds were found. Mr. Joseph 
Tempest is now dead ; but fortunately he made full transcripts 
of the 135 deeds he borrowed, to which copies, through the
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courtesy of his widow, I have had full access ; thus, with the 
exception of about six unimportant ones, which were already 
missing in 1837, I have been able to go through the whole 
series.

In addition to the deeds scheduled, I found a bundle of 
119 various deeds and papers, relating chiefly to the Mascy 
property in Warrington ; also a number of old leases. From 
these materials I have extracted the following sketch of the 
family of " Mascy of Rixton " and their possessions. In referring 
to the various deeds, I describe those in the Schedule as " R," 
while those in the miscellaneous bundle are distinguished by " W."

The Village of Rixton in Lancashire, situated near the banks 
of the Mersey, about five and a half miles K.N.K. of Warrington, 
anciently provided a surname for a family who, from the time of 
King John, held largely there under the Pincernas (Butlers) and 
their successors. (Testa de A7evil, &"f.)

2!Jamoii fir iitasci). 1330.
I. In the reign of Edward III. KATHERIXK DE RIXTON, 

daughter and coheiress of one Alan lord of Rixton, intermarried 
with HAMON DK MASCY, son of Robert de Mascy of Tatton, 
descended from Hamon, fourth Baron of Dunhatn Massey, and 
thereby founded the family whose pedigree I propose to trace.

The earliest Mascy charter preserved amongst the Tempest 
records, is one dated at Mere, Saturday, zgth September, A.D. 
1330, by which Hamon le Mascy de Tatton (as he describes 
himself) grants to Gilbert de Leigh, chaplain, all his goods, 
moveable and immoveable, and his land in the town of Mere 
(W. 1 6).

Hamon Mascy's marriage with Katherine de Rixton probably 
took place between Michaelmas, 1332, and the January following. 
By an indenture, dated Monday, the Vigil of St. Michael, A.D. 
1332, Alan de Rixton enfeoffed "Robert fil. Alan de Rixton," 
of all his manor of Rixton, a moiety of the manor of Glasebroc, 
with certain homages, services, and the reversion of a messuage
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and land in Rixton (held for life by Robert cle Moston), rendering 
yearly to Alan and his heirs 200'' in silver ( R. 55).

By an indenture of fine, dated at Westminster, in the Ortavc of 
St. Michael in the same year, Alan de Rixton settles and entails 
his manor of Rixton, the moiety of Glasebrok, the reversion of 
the premises held by Robert cle Moston, with the services and 
homages of Alan de le Hagh, William Malotcsone (elsewhere 
called fil. Matikle), and Margaret, daughter of Henry Betokson 
(elsewhere called fil. Beatrice!, all which he had previously granted 
to Robert fil. Alan de Rixton, on himself and his male heirs, on 
failure of whom, on his daughters Katherinc, Sibilla, Kli/abeth, 
Emma, Matilda, Margaret, and Agnes, and on their heirs male in 
succession. In default, on Richard de Rixton and his heirs 
male, with remainder to the right heirs of the said Alan de 
Rixton (R. 561. This fine of settlement I take to have been 
made prior to the marriage between Hamon le Mascy with Alan's 
daughter. By Monday after St. Hillary, 6 Edward III (iSth 
January, 1332-3), they were man and wife : as the wording of the 
following deed shews, by which Alan de Rixton grants to Hamon 
de Mascy de Tatton and Katherinc " my daughter his wife," the 
mediety of the manor of Glasebrok, with the services of William 
fil. Matilda de Glasebrok and of Margaret, daughter of Henry 
Betoccessonc To be held by Hamon and Katherinc his wile 
and their heirs male, of Alan and his heirs, rendering a Rose at 
Midsummer, and doing the customary service 10 the lord of the 
fee. The witnesses to this deed are Richard Wolston, Richard 
Brege (Bruchei, Richard de Rixton, and Robert de Moston. 
The seal is of red wax, and has on a shield A bend fharged with 
three covered cups, circumscribed " SK; : AI.ANI DM UIXTON."
|R- 57-)

There appear to have been some further arrangements between 
Hamon and his father-in-law ; for an Indenture, in old French, of 
i8th January, 1332-3, witnesses (apparently to qualify the grant 
or to explain its uses), that an agreement had been entered into 
between Alayn de Rixton and Hamon le fitz Robert dc Masscy 
de Tatton, that Hamon should take to wife Katherine, daughter
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of the said Alayn, and that on the solemnization of the marriage 
Hamon should pay Alan ^40, in consideration of which Hamon 
leases to Alan for five years at a rent of four marks yearly, the 
moiety of Glasebrok manor, which had just been granted to 
him and his wife. Further arrangements are agreed on, in case 
Alan should have male issue surviving, as to the payment of a 
portion to Katherine in lieu of the moiety of Glasebrok, which she 
was only to inherit on failure of her father's male heirs. This is 
attested by the same witnesses, and in addition by Robert de 
Sonkey and Richard de Martinescroft. (R. 60.) The arrange 
ments do not seem to have been quite satisfactory, for on i yth 
February, 7 Edward III, Alan confirms the grant of the moiety 
of Glasebrok to his daughter Katherine and her husband Hamon, 
son of Robert le Massy de Tatton, but instead of the Rose at 
Midsummer, they are to pay six shillings and eightpence yearly 
to Alan for his life (R. 58); Hamon on the same day confirming 
the lease of the moiety for five years to his father-in-law Alan de 
Rixton. (R. S7 b.)

In addition to Katherine and her six sisters, Alan de Rixton 
had a son Alan, who died without issue. An Indenture made 
24th May, 7 Edward III, between Alayn de Rixton and John 
le fitz Richard de Radeclif, witnesses that the said John, Margery 
" le Dame de Bury," Richard son of William de Radecliff, 
Richard son of Richard le Redych, Thomas del Dene de Maker- 
feld, Thomas del Bury de Hinderlegh, William de Lynaker de 
Hinderlegh, Elys Huddeson, and Thomas son of Richard are 
bound to Alan in forty marks. Alan now agrees that if Elizabeth, 
who was wife of " Alan le fitz le dit Alayn," will not enter, nor 
claim during her life the moiety of the manor of Glazebrook, or 
its appurtenances, which Alan the son had of the said Alan 
the father, nor disturb Hamon de Mascy de Tatton and Katherine 
his wife, nor their heirs, in the said moiety, he, Alan, will annul 
the bond for the forty marks ; John son of Richard de Radecliff 
undertaking that if F.lizabeth does so disturb, he and his heirs 
shall be responsible; binding himself to Hamon and Katherine 
de Mascy to make good and restore any such intrusion. (R. 59.)
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On 6th October, 1341, Hamon, son of Robert Mascy of 
Tatton, with others, entered into a recognizance to Henry de 
Ferrars, and John de Pirye, of 110 marks yearly, for the farm of 
the Manor of Frodsham, to be held by them for sixteen years. 
(36//z Report Dtp. Keeper Public Rec., p. 463.) Sir Peter Ley- 
cester states that the Hamon le Mascy who was Escheator of 
Cheshire 6 Edward III, was the husband of Katharine de Rixton, 
and that in 1342 he represented Oliver de Ingham (the purchaser 
of the reversion of Dunham Massy) in a suit. (Ormerod's Hist. 
Cheshire, New Ed., vol. i, p. 522.) If Leycester is correct in 
this assertion, the affidavit made by Richard de Chorlton in 1375 
points to Hamon's father, Robert Mascy of Tatton, being a son 
of Hamon Mascy sixth Baron of Dunham Massy, and not as re 
presented in the History of Cheshire a grandson of Hamon, the 
fourth baron. De Chorlton swears that forty years before (1335), 
Sir Hamon de Mascy. Knt., Lord of Dunham Massy, was at 
Kelsale, and died there in his presence, " and that his son Hamon 
" took the seal of his deceased father " and conveyed it across 
the sea to Burdecos [Bordeaux ?], and in the presence of him, 
the said Richard, gave it to Sir Oliver de Ingham, Knt., 
&c. (Hart. MSS., cod. 2038, fol 2315.) It is also stated 
that in 1347 he was described as knight. Sir Hamon died about 
1360, as amongst the fines paid to Henry, Duke of Lancaster, in 
the tenth year of his dukedom, was one for a recognizance of a 
debt of eighty marks by Katherine, widow of Hanio le Mascy, 
chiv r , to Thomas del Bothe. ($znd Report Dep. Keeper P.R., 
p. 340.) This also proves that Katherine de Rixton outlived 
her husband.

Htdjartr le ittascg. 1384.
II. RICHARD LE MASCY DE RIXTON, who appears to have 

been the son of the above-named Sir Hamon, as we find him 
in possession of Rixton manor in 1384, gave evidence in the 
" Scrope and Grosvenor " controversy and was then declared to 
be aged thirty-eight years and more in October, 1386. He would, 
therefore, be born about 1348. As Sir Hamon was married
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in 1332, there were possibly older children, of whom perhaps 
John le Mascy, living in 1364, was one, to whom on the Tuesday 
before St. Laurence the Martyr, 38 Edward III, Isabella, the 
widow of Alan de Rixton, granted all her lands, tenements, 
rents, services, and free tenancies in Rixton and Glazebrook, 
with the lands and tenements (held of her in the same place by 
Roger Banastre) To be held by him for her life, rendering to 
her yearly nine marks in silver, and performing all customary 
services to the lord of the fee. The seal is of green wax, and 
bears a shield, Quarterly, first and fourth a mullet, second and third 
lozengy, over all a fess, circumscribed "SIGIU. : JOHIS LE MASCI." 
(R. 66.) On the nth March, 1385, a certain John Mascy had 
letters of protection on his going to Spain in the retinue of 
John, Duke of Castile.

Who Isabella de Rixton, the widow, was, I have not dis 
covered, unless she and the Elizabeth de Rixton named in the 
deed with the Radcliffs, 24th May, 7 Edward III (R. 59), are 
the same.

Richard le Mascy was " of Rixton " in the 6th year of 
Richard II, as he then granted to Henry de Rixton and 
Alexander de Lynalis, in fee. his manor of Rixton and moiety 
of Glasebrok (R. 77). From the evidence Richard le Mascy 
gave as to Sir Robert Grosvenor's right to the "Bend Or," we 
gather that he had fought under the banner of the illustrious 
Edward III ; and probably the occasion of which he speaks, 
when he noticed Grosvenor bear the debated coat of arms, was 
on his first introduction to camp life, at the time when the king 
sailed from Sandwich for France, the 28th October, 1359, accom 
panied by eleven hundred transports, and the most numerous 
and best appointed army which had been raised in England for 
more than a century. He would either be in the train of Sir 
William liotcler, his superior lord of Rixton, or in that of John, 
Duke of Lancaster, whose tenant he also was, under the Halton 
P'ee. I am inclined to suppose the latter ; for on 26th August, 48 
Edward III, the Black Prince, as Earl of Chester, gave letters of 
protection to " Richard de Mascy de Rixton " on his going into
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North AA7ales for the defence of " Beaumarreys Castle " (38^ 
Report Dep. Keeper P. R., p. 70) ; and we know from the various 
orders printed in Rymer's Fcedera, that the Duke of Lancaster 
had, at different times, just previous to this date, been enjoined 
to fortify his castles in AVales.

There appears to have been some connection between the 
Mascys anil the AVarburtons at this date, for on the lyth June, 
5 Richard II, Geoffrey fil. Hugh de AVerburton grants to AVilliam 
de AVerburton de Sutton the land and premises in Rixton and 
Glasebroc, which he had of the feoffment and gift of AA'illiam de 
Rixton. The witnesses to this deed being AA'illiam de Athirton, 
chiv r , Thomas Gerard, Alan de Rixton, John de Rixton, and 
Alexander de Lynalis. The sea! has on a shield between the 
letters H. w., tn>o lions passant. (R 75.) AVilliam de AVerbur 
ton de Sutton, on the Monday before St. John the Baptist, 8 __ 
Richard II, granted these same lands, &c., to Gilbert de Rixton, VCJL 
and Thomas fil. Geoffrey de AA'erburton, Knt. senior, sealintjLthaAHY. 
charter with a shield bearing Two chevrons and a canton, circum 
scribed SIGIL : WILLI : DE WERUURTON (R. 74), and on the gth 
July, 8 Richard II, these two last named Released to Richard 
Massi de Rixton all claim to the same lands, which they had of 
the feoffment of William de Werburton dc Sutton, in Rixton and 
Glasebrok. Of the two seals attached to the Release, one is plain 
and the other has a shield bearing On a chief a trefoil slipped, 
impaled with a bend, circumscribed THOMAS VVARBIRTON (R. 80.) 
The same day, AA'illiam de \A'erburton de Sutton also gives a 
Release to Richard Massy de Rixton of the same lands in Rixton 
and Glasebrok, which he had of the feoffment of Geoffrey fil. 
Hugh de AA'erburton. The seal bears a similar shield of arms to 
that attached to No. R. Sc, only the legend around is SIGILL : 
WILLI: DE WERBIRTON. (R. Si.i Possibly these releases, &c., 
were consequent on the death of an elder brother of Richard 
Mascy, or perhaps on his marriage.

In December, 1384, Richard le Mascy de Rixton enfeoffed 
John del AVyche, chaplain, Richard de Boseley, John de Hale, 
and Gylowe le French, of all his lands and tenements in Rixton 

Ft
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and Glasebrok " que quondam fuerint Witti' de Rixton que et 
" quas habui ex demissionc et feoffamento Witti'. fil. Mathi' de 
" Rixton." To have and to hold the same to the said Tohn, 
Richard, John, and Gylowc, &c. Witnessed by.... de Rixton, 
Gilbert del Hruche, Nicholas de Rixton, and Thomas Sonky. The 
seal bears a shield, Quarterly, in the first and fourth quarters 
a mullet, circumscribed SIGILLUM HAMONIS DE MASSY. (R. 82.) 
William de Rixton released to Richard le Mascy de Rixton 
in July, 8 Richard II, his claim to these premises in Rixton 
and Glasebrok, which his father Matthew de Rixton had of 
the feoffment of Hugh le Strong, chaplain, (R. 83) and at the 
same time Hugh le Strong releases the same to Richard le Mascy, 
describing the premises as held of the feoffment of Henry de 
Rixton and Alexander de Lynalis, (R. 78) they being the two 
trustees to whom Richard le Mascy had in 1382 granted his 
manor of Rixton and moiety of Glasebrok.

I have thought it possible that Richard Mascy's first wife was a 
Warburton, though I find no such marriage suggested in any of 
the Warburton pedigrees that I have seen ; for, besides the trans 
actions I have already cpiotccl between the \Varburtons and 
Mascys, which seem to point to some relationship, Richard's 
grandson, William Mascy, had to obtain a dispensation for his 
marriage with Petronilla Warburton, as they were related in the 
fourth degree.

In Mr. Beamont's Records of the Honour of Halton, mention 
is made that, when, in 1385, John Duke of Lancaster, Baron of 
Halton, set out for Spain to claim his throne of Castile and Le"on, 
a Richard Mascy, one of his tenants of Halton, who engaged 
to accompany him, drew back and refused to go. This 
Richard Mascy was of Rixton, and he was doubtless not 
allowed to evade his foreign service without the finding of 
substitutes. By two receipts preserved amongst the Rixton deeds 
J gather that Thomas de Torbek dc Melling and William Orede- 
bury were these substitutes. By one receipt, dated at Weryngton, 
Wednesday before St. Matthias the Apostle, 13 Richard II,

II
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Johanna, widow of Thomas de Torbok de Mellyng, his executrix, 
acknowledges she has received from Richard le Massy de Rixton, 
" ornes denar. p'dco Thorn debit, p vadiis suis cu Johe Rege 
" Castell. Due. Lane, in uttio viagio suo in Spannia." (R 84.) 
A similar acquittance was given by William le Spencer, chaplain, 
and Agnes, wife of William Oredebery, the Saturday after St. 
Valentine's day, 13 Richard II. <\V. 35.) Perhaps it was in 
connection with this voyage that the Duke of Lancaster had 
retained Richard Mascy and promised him " dys livres de la 
" monoye d'engletre p an." for life. (JDuchy of Lane. -Reg., fo. 116.)

It may not be uninteresting to record the names of the tenants 
under the Rixton manor, taken from an old Court Roll, dated 
Tuesday, the feast of St. Martin, i Henry IV, namely : Richard 
le Smyth, Richard le Shepherd, Robert de Fexley, Robert de 
Woley, Gillowe le Frencheman, John Smolte, Henry de Cophull, 
Laurence del Grome, Felix de Rycrofte, Henry Page, John le 
Baker, Adam de Torbok, Thomas de Torbok (could these be the 
sons of the Thomas who accompanied the King of Castile to 
Spain in 1385 ?) John Assheton, William le Smyth, John fil. Hugh, 
Richard de Werburton, Richard Webster, Margaret wife of Dakyn, 
and Cecil le Gardener. (R. 23.)

In June, 1395, Sir John le Botiler, Knt., granted to Sir John de 
la Pulle, Knt., Peter Dutton, Peter de I.egh, and Richard le 
Mascy de Rixton, the Tolls in the town of \Varrington with all 
appurtenances, for which they were to render a grain of pepper 
yearly at Midsummer's Day for five years ; and after this term 
was completed, a hundred pounds in silver, or forfeit the lease. 
(W. 37.) This grant may have had some connection with the 
recognizance for ^200 into which the same four entered the 
26th March, 1395, to Margaret, widow of Sir Laurence de Dutton, 
Knt., and Hugh, son of Edmund de Dutton. This Sir Laurence 
de Dutton had no children, his heir being his nephew Edmund de 
Dutton, whose mother was Elizabeth, sister of Sir John Boteler.

In 1395, the Rixton Mascys owned land in Cheshire ; for on the 
24th August, 19 Richard II., John del Wyche, chaplain, granted

tF 2
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back to Richard le Mascy de Rixton, the manor of Rixton, with 
all premises and appurtenances there, and in Glasebrok, co. Lan 
caster ; and also all the lands and tenements in Bowdon and 
Rostherne, co. Chester, which the said John had received of the 
feoffment of the said Richard. The witnesses to this deed being 
Sir John le Botiler, Knt., Sir John de la Pnlle, Knt, Peter Button, 
Peter Legh, and John Leycester (R. 85.) The date of the 
grant to John del Wyche being December, 1384. Probably the 
possessions in Bowdon and Rostherne had descended from the 
Mascys of Tatton, who owned land in these two townships.

In January, 1396-7, Richard le Mascy de Rixton was one of 
the sureties for Robert de Holden when the King leased to him, 
during the minority of the heir of Thomas de Boydell, the passage 
of the Bridge of Warrington, with the fishery called " Lacheford- 
" yorde." (Appendix ii, $6/h Report Dtp. Keeper P.R., p. 237.)

Whoever might have been Richard Mascy's first wife, he appears 
to have married a second one named Matilda, living 1400, as he 
names her in a deed of that date, of which the following is a 
copy : " Ego Ricardus Massie de Rixton dedi Petro filio meo 
" omnes terras, &c., in Bowdon, Knottesford, Yarwood, Horton, 
"et le Hogh cum pertinentiis Habendum et tenendum sibi 
" ct heredibus sub condicionibus subsequentibus, &c.,quod quan- 
'' docunque Hamo le Massy filius meus et Elena uxor ejus fecerunt 
" predictum Petrum et Margaretam uxorem suam ita secures tola 
" vita sua de medietate manerii de Horton, predictis Hamoni 
" ct Klene post mortem Matildis uxoris mee, de hereditate Will- 
'' clmi de Horton patris predictorum Elene et Margarete cujus 
" heredes ipsc sunt, &c., tune bcne licebit, &c. Dat. anno 
'' t Henry IV." This transcript was made by Dodsworth the 
24th July, 1634, from the original deed in the collection of John 
Bothe, of Twemlowe, co. Chester ; it had attached to it three 
seals, the centre one having the inscription, s. HAMONIS DE 
MASCY, encircling a shield bearing the arms, Quarterly, in the 
first quarter a mullet. The other two seals bore the arms only. 
(Dodsworth MSS. Bodl. Lib., vol. 41, fol. 91.)
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In the 39th volume of the Dodsworth MSS., at folio 152, 

is a very confused and erroneous pedigree of the Mascys of 
Rixton, which makes Richard Mascy marry Matilda, who, 17 

Richard II, was the widow of William de Horton ; and 

further represents Mascy's .two sons, Hamon and Peter, to 
be by her, giving them for wives her two daughters by William 
dc Horton in other words, marries them to their uterine 

sisters, which must be a mistake. Either Horton's daughters 

were by a first wife, or Mascy's sons were by a former marriage : 
the latter is the most probable it Matilda was William dc Horton's 
widow as late as 1394. ( l)i>dsii>. <1fSS. 39, fol. 152.)

Probably this Matilda was sister or aunt to John de Oulton 

who died in October, 1397. On the 6th October. 1403 : '' Hamo 
" lilius Rici le Massy de Rixton et Matildis de Oulton, heredes 

 'Jofiisde Oulton nuper defuncti," of the diocese of Lichfield, 

appoint proctors to act on their behalf in certain causes and 

actions, (R. 89,) which doubtless was the lawsuit by which they 

attempted to prove John de Oulton's marriage with Pelerine 
Cradock invalid, and her daughters illegitimate. (Ormerod's 

Cheshire, vol. ii., p. 190.) In case these daughters had been 

proved illegitimate, Matilda, as sister or aunt of John de Oulton, 

would have been heir to his property. (The question is, what 
connection had Hamon, son of Richard le Mascy de Rixton, 
with her affairs, unless she was some relation.)

Richard -Mascy died between 1406 i\V. 38) and 1407 (R. 91). 

His wife, Matilda, survived him, for we find on the 241)1 December, 

1414, John and Robert, the sons of Sir Richard de Winnington, 

Knt., with others, bound over to keep the peace towards Matilda, 

widow of Richard le Mascy de Rixton. (Appendix ii, ^th 

Report Dep. Keep. P. R., p. Soi.)
Richard Mascy left two sons, namely Hamon (who succeeded 

to the family estates) and Peter. In a Mascy of Rixton pedi 

gree, compiled by Mr. William Beamont, and now deposited in 

the Warrington Museum, Richard is stated to have had also two 
other sons, John, and Thomas the Rector of Warrington. (it

I
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John, it is stated that he was feoffee of his sister Johanna, and a 
trustee, with Roger Holme and others, of the Troutbeck estates, 
18th August, 22 Henry VI, 1444. From the Chester Recogni 
zance Rolls we learn that this John Mascy, the trustee, was a 
chaplain, to whom with Roger Holme, parson of Astbury 
Church, and others, was granted premises in Parva-Cristelton, 
Ledesham, Wodechirche, and Chester, by William Troutbeck, as 
early as 2oth March, 1440-1. (Appendix ii, part 2, ^th Report 
Dep. Keep. P. R., p. 719.) And again, by a deed dated 23rd 
September, 1444, John Mascy, chaplain, and others, were 
to act as trustees and to find, after the decease of William 
Troutbeck and Joan his wife, a fit and proper Chaplain to cele 
brate divine service for the soul of the said William in the 
Church of St. Mary-on-the-Hill, in Chester, in a chapel called 
" La Trinite Chapell," built by William and Joan, and to pay to 
the chaplain for so doing ^,5 : 6 : 8 yearly. (Ibid. 720.) Pro 
bably to this John was granted, 3rd February, 1448-9, 
the custody of the Hospital of St. John the Baptist outside 
Chester (Ibid. 523); and whom, the 151)1 of June, 1472, Henry 
Glazebrook and Peter Dutton were bound over not to molest. 
(Ibid. 305.) A John Mascy was rector of Sefton Church, 
in October, 1489. (Ibid. 456.) I can nowhere discover that 
John Mascy the chaplain is called " brother '' of Johanna Trout- 
beck, neither have I come across his name amongst the Mascy 
papers ; but I see no reason why he should not have been a son 
of Richard.

Thomas Mascy, the Rector of Warrington from 1448 to 1464, 
was not the son, but the grandson of Richard Mascy, as I hope 
to prove hereafter.

Richard's son, Peter Mascy, married Margaret, one of the 
daughters and co-heirs of William de Horton, as mentioned in 
the deed quoted from the Dodsworth MSS. On the Thursday after 
Easter, 7 Henry IV. (1406), Peter le Mascy enfeoffed Richard 
le More vicar of Uowdon Church, Cheshire, William le Spencer, 
chaplain, and John le Baker, of all the lands, tenements, rents, and 
services, &c., in Knodesford, co. Chester, which he had of the
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gift of Richard le Mascy his father. The charter is attested by 
Richard le Mascy de Rixton (his father), Hamon le Mascy (his 
brother), Hugh de Nedham, John Bowden, and Henry Deynall. 
The seal, of which only the lower portion remains, shows the 
arms on a shield to have been Quarterly, but no charge appears on 
either the third or fourth quarters, which are entire. l\V. 38.)

Peter witnessed a deed of his brother Hamon in 1407 ; and 
in 1409 was appointed attorney by Richard del More, vicar of 
Bowdon, and Richard le \Vesthend to deliver seizin to Hamon le 
Mascy of premises in Rixton and Glazebrok, of which Hamon 
had previously enfeoffed them. (R. 92.)

In December, 1414, John and Robert Winnington were bound 
over in a recognizance of ,£ioo to keep the peace towards Peter 
de Mascy (Reco°. Rolls of Chester), which was doubtless necessary, 
owing to the dispute as to common of pasture in Horton and 
Hartford, which some years later caused Sir Thomas Grosvenor 
and Randle Mainwaring to act as arbitrators between the Mascys 
and Winningtons. ( Arlcy Deed*, i On the i 6th July, 1414; Peter 
le Mascy, is called " of Horton," when acting as surety for 
Nichola? de Poulton, a fellow monk of Richard, Abbot of 
Dieulacre. (Append, ii, part 2, ^th Report Dep. Keep. P. R. 
p. 596.) He acted as arbitrator in August and September in the 
same year, between John tic Kingsley de Nantwich and Sir 
William de Brereton, Knt. (/bid. p. 430.) Probably this is 
the Peter de Mascy who, the nth June, 1416, was appointed 
serjeant-at-law in the counties of Chester and Hint, with a salary 
of five marks yearly, during pleasure. ($ist and 37//J Reports 
Dep. Keep. P. R.) In January, 1417-18, he acted as arbitrator 
between Sir Thomas Grosvenor and Randle Mainwaring, and the 
same year was a surety with Robert de Merc and others for 
Roger de Venables, parson of Rousthestorn. In September, 
6 Henry V, he was one of the Justices appointed to hold 
an Assize at Middlewich. (31^ Report Dep. Keeper P. R, 
p. 249.)

In February, 1421-2, Peter le Mascy and John Dedewood 
obtain the custody of the lands, and marriage of Thomas, son
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and heir of Christopher de Hogh ; the same Thomas de Hogh 
having livery of his lands, 28th December, 1425 (Appendix ii. 
part 2, 37/tf Rep. Dep. Keep. P. R, p. 516). This Thomas de 
Hogh was of Leighton and Thornton, co. Chester, and married 
Margery Davenport.

According to one of the Arley charters, Peter Mascy, or as he 
is called in the deed, " Piers ", with his wife Margaret, one of 
the daughters and heirs of William de Horton, had some dispute, 
touching common of pasture in Horton and Hartford, with Sir 
Richard Wynnington and his sons Robert and John ; in which 
dispute Sir Thomas Grosvenor, Knt, Randle Mainwaring, Robert 
del Mere, and others acted as arbitrators, 23rd December, 1427. 
(Ar/ey Charters, p. 20.)

The writ " Diem clausit extremum," on the death of Peter le 
Mascy, is dated 24th April, 1430 (Appendix ii. part 2, tfth Report 
Dep. Keep. P. R. p. 518). It is possible he may have married 
a second wife, Ellen, who took a second husband; for in 13 
Henry VI, Ellen, wife of John de Par, late wife of Peter le 
Mascy, claimed dower, out of twelve messuages in Hertford and 
Northwich, of Isabel, the (laughter of the said Peter. (2<)th Report 
Dep. Keeper P. A'., p. 82.) According to the Par pedigrees, this 
Ellen was the daughter and co-heiress of Richard Radclifte of 
Backford. Of this daughter, Isabel Mascy, I can find no further 
trace. Peter Mascy's daughter and heir, or co-heir, Matilda, 
married, 35 Henry VI, Sir Richard Aston of Aston, and had 
issue. (Ormerod's Cheshire, vol. i. p. 723.)

Mr. Beamonr, in the pedigree already-mentioned, gives Richard 
le Mascy of Rixton three daughters, namely, Katharine, the wife 
of William Chisnall, alive 5 Richard II; Sarah, wife of John 
Mascy of Grafton ; and Johanna, wife of William Troutbeck. 
Of these alliances I can find no trace in the deeds of this date, 
excepting that of Troutbeck. No marriage between the Mascys 
of Rixton and those of Grafton appears in any of the published 
pedigrees of the Mascys of Grafton, and the John Mascy who 
about this date, 16 Henry VI, was >l of Grafton," became so in 
right of his wife Margaret, one of the daughters and co-heirs of
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William de Grafton. (Ormerod's Cheshire, new edition, vol. ii. 
p. 704.)

In Dugdale's Warwickshire, p. 739, I find that a William 
Mascy of Sirescote, co. Stafford, grandson to William Mascy ot 
Swanley, co. Chester, had an only daughter and heir, Katharine, 
who married, 39 Edward III, William de Chisenhall of Chisen- 
hale, co. Lancaster ; perhaps it is this match which has been 
taken as belonging to the Rixton Mascys.

The marriage of Johanna Mascy, in the Troutbeck pedigree 
in Oi -merod described as " de Rixton", with William Troutbeck, 
esquire, must have taken place not later than 1412, as at the 
taking of her Inq. p. in., 31 Henry VI, 1453, her son and heir, 
John Troutbeck, was found to be aged 40 years and upwards 
(Ormerod's Cheshire, vol. ii. p. 39). In 1435 William Troutbeck 
acted with others as trustee for the Mascys (\V. 45), which points 
to a relationship. Possibly this Joan was the one described as 
wife of William Troutbeck. to whom, 9th March, 1439-40, an 
annuity of ,£20 was granted during pleasure, in consideration of 
the services rendered by her to the king's mother. (Appendix ii. 
part 2, 37,'// Report Dep. Keep. P. R. p. 719.) The writ "diem 
clausi: extremum " on her death is dated the gth December, 1452. 
(Ibid. p. 720.)

c». 1407.
III.   HAMON, son and heir of Richard le Mascy de Rixton, 

succeeded his father in the Rixton estates, and the Thursday 
after St. Martin's in Winter, 9 Hen. IV, received from the Trustees, 
John del Wyche, chaplain, Richard le Boselcy, John Hale, and 
Gylowe le French, all the lands, tenements, &o., in Rixton and 
Glasebrook, which they had received of the feoffment of Richard 
le Mascy de Rixton, by his charter dated December, 1384. The 
witnesses to this surrender are Peter le Mascy, John le Baker, and 
William le Spencer, chaplain. I R. 91.) By a deed, dated iith 
August, 1419, it appears that Hamon le Mascy de Rixton had exe 
cution on all the messuages, lands, &c., belonging to Robert le 
Mascy de Hale in Ordwyck and Hale, co. Chester, by force of a
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recognizance made by Robert for .j£ioo. In consideration, 
however, of Robert paying annually to Hamon, at Bowdon 
Church, twenty shillings in silver during the lifetime of Peleryne, 
wife of the same Robert, Hamon demises the premises to Robert 
for life. (W. 40.) This Peleryne was the widow of John de 
Oulton, whose marriage was disputed, as already mentioned, in 
1403, by this same Hamon Mascy and Matilda de Oulton. Could 
the debt be in any way connected with this suit ?

In 1426, Hamon added to his possessions in Rixton by pur 
chasing land and premises of Richard le Smyth. (R. 96 and 97.) 
He married, before 1400, Ellen, daughter and co-heir of William 
de Horton. On the 2jrd December, 1427, he and his wife Ellen 
were parties to a dispute with the Wynningtons as to the common 
of pasture in Horton and Hertford ; Ellen his wife, with her sister 
Margaret, the wife of Peter Mascy, being described as daughters 
and co-heirs of William de Horton. (Arley Charters, page 20). 
The Mascys of succeeding generations have always quartered 
Argent, a squirrel sejant, Gules, as the arms of de Horton, 
which leads one to conclude she was the mother of Hamon's 
children.

Hamon was one of the executors to the will of Richard Wer- 
burton, Sheriff of Cheshire 1424 to 1428 (W. 44), and on the 
12th August, 13 Henry VI, we find that Hamo le Mascy de 
Rixton, with William le Mascy de Rixton, Richard le Mascy de 
Rixton, and John Holcroft, became sureties for Cecilia, widow of 
Sir Ralph de Radcliffe, Knt. (who died in March, 11 Henry VI), 
the same Cecilia being indicted for felony, (^yd Report Dep. 
Keeper 1\. O., page 35.) Was this Cecilia related to the Rixton 
Mascys, as three of them became answerable for her appearance? 
She was the widow of William de Venables, Baron of Kinderton ; 
and Sir Ralph de Radcliffe paid a fine of 50 marks for marrying 
her without license.

Hamon Mascy had, besides his eldest son and successor Wil 
liam, four other sons and four daughters.

Richard Mascy, the second son. was granted by his father on 
toth January, 14 Henry VI (1436), for life, a mediety of his lands
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in Cheshire, which grant Richard's brother William Mascy con 
firmed, 20th January, 1436. (R. 101.) This Richard acted as 
trustee for his nephew Hamon Mascy in 1453 (R. 95 and R. 103), 
and with his brother Thomas, the parson of VVarrington, and 
others in 1454. (W. 52 ) He apparently married Alice, widow 
of Sir Ralph Langton, Knt. By the Duchy of Lancaster Calendar 
of Chancery Rolls it is shown that James de Langton, parson of 
Wigan, and Henry de Kighley were bound in a recognizance 
to Alice, widow of Sir Ralph de Langton, Knt., to assign her 
reasonable dower from her late husband's lands ; but the recog 
nizance was cancelled the loth September, 10 Henry VI, by 
order, Richard le Mascy, the husband of the aforesaid Alice, 
appearing personally before William Troutbeck, Chancellor of the 
County Palatine. The same day, Hamon le Mascy of Rixton 
(father of Richard the husband), Richard Sherburne (who married 
Joan, daughter of Sir Ralph Langton of Newton), and Nicholas 
Botiler of Raweclyf, bound themselves for the payment of Alice's 
dower. (33^ Report Dep. Keeper R. O., page 40.) I conclude 
she was the widow of Sir Ralph Langton of Newton, who died 
9 Henry VI ; though Baines gives him to wife Johanna, the 
daughter and co-heir of William Bolderston. (Baines' Hist. 
Lane., vol. iii, p. 642.) She died in 1439, the writ, " diem 
" clausit extremum," after her death, being dated i6th August, 
17 Henry VI. This Richard had a son, William, living 5th 
March, 1437-8, when he was commissioned, with William Mascy 
of Rixton and others, to arrest William Vcnables late of Ridley. 
(37//2 Report Dep. Keep. P. A'., part 2, npp. ii, page 762.) In 
1452 we find this Richard, when acting as trustee for his nephew, 
Hamon Mascy of Rixton, sealing with a squirrel sejant, the 
inscription round his seal being " RIC : MASSY." (R. 95.)

To John Mascy, son of Hamon, his father, on loth January, 
14 Henry VI, granted 2 messuages, 2 barns, 48 acres of land, 
and 2 acres of pasture, with appurtenances (in the tenure 
of Hugh Wylme and John Wylkynsoni in Rixton, for life; the 
witnesses to the deed being John de Leycester, William del 
Bruche, and Ralph de Swettenham. (R. 100.)
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George Mascy, another son of Hamon, was, on gth of January, 
14 Henry VI, granted by his father a mediety of his lands in 
Cheshire for life ; which grant George's brother, William Mascy, 
confirmed the igth January in the same year. (W. 46.) In 
August, 1435, we find tn ' s George Mascy taking part with his 
brother \Villiam in the family feud with the Carringtons, and in a 
recognizance of that date he is described as "yeoman." George 
acted as trustee for his nephew Hamon Mascy, 32 Henry VI, 
and also 17 Edward IV. i W. 52 and W. 63.) He is stated to 
have married Katherine, daughter and heir of Oliver Barton of 
Barton, co. Chester, and left a daughter and heir Petronilla, who 
became the wife of Edmund Lathum, and was the mother of 
George Lathum of Irlam. (.9A George's Visitation of Lancashire, 

1613.1
The other son of Hamon and Ellen Mascy was Thomas. He 

is described, in the various deeds to which he was either a party 
or a witness, as "clerk," "rector," or "parson of Warrington 
" Church,'' and also, which proves his identity most clearly, as 
brother to the Richard Mascy who is designated "son of 
" Hamon.''

In November, 31 Henry VI (1452), Thomas Mascy, parson 
of Warrington Church, with his brother, "Ricardus filius 
" Hamonis Mascy." and other trustees, released to Hamon Mascy 
de Rixton, the then owner of Rixton, all the manors and lands in 
the counties of Lancaster and Chester, which they held by the 
grant of William Mascy de Rixton (Hamon's father). (R. 95.) 
Anil the 24th May following, 3[ Henry VI (14531, Thomas, 
with others, was enfeoffed by his nephew, the same Hamon, of 
all his lands, &c., in the before-named counties. (R. 103.) He 
also acted as trustee in 1454. (W. 52.) The seal with which 
this Thomas Mascy sealed, displays a pelican in its piciy, circum 
scribed ''THOMAS MASCY." (R. 95.) On 271)1 September, 
1461, he and his brother Richard, and two of the other trustees 
surrender, at the request of their nephew, Hamon Mascy, to 
Master John Bothe, clerk, Sir William Bothe, Knt., and James 
Hall, clerk, the manors and lands in Rixton which they had held
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by his grant in 31 Henry VI. (R. 108.) Thomas Mascy was 
Rector of Warrington in 1452, and died before 4th July, 1464. 
(R. 95, and Beamont's Warringfon Church Notes.)

As to Hamon Mascy's daughters, Sir Peter Leycester states 
that his ancestor, John Leycester, married, 10 Henry V (1422), 
Elizabeth, a daughter of Hamon Mascy of Rixton. John Ley 
cester acted as witness to several deeds about this date for the 
Mascys, and took part with them in their quarrel with the 
Carringtons in 1434. In December, 1432, Hamo le Mascy of 
Rixton, John de Legh del Rigges, William son of Hamo le 
Mascy, and Randal de Swetenham, are bound in a rccogni/ance 
for ,£46 135. 4d. to John de Leycester, Robert de Leycester de 
Modburley, Randal de Maimvaring, and two others. (Chester 
Recog. Rolls.') This may have had some connection with Eliza 
beth Leycester's marriage portion.

Margaret, another daughter of Hamon, married, about 1431. 
Thomas, second son of Sir Thomas Hesketh of Ruflbrd, Knt. 
Thomas Hesketh died the 8th October, 1463, when it was found 
that his son and heir, Robert, was then aged thirty-one years. 
(Playfair's Baronetage, and Croston's Lancashire County Families.}

According to the " Hyde of Norbury '' pedigree, John Hyde, 
who died 1460, married, for his first wife, Matilda, daughter of 
Hamon Mascy of Rixton. (Ormerod's Hist, of Cheshire, vol. iii, 
p. 810.1 We find John Hyde siding with the Mascys in 1434 
and J435 against the Carringtons.

As to Hamon's other daughter, Douce, there is no doubt; for 
her marriage contract is preserved, dated Wednesday next 
before the Ascension, 8 Henry VI (1430). By this indenture it 
is agreed "bytwene Hamonet Massy of Rixton of the one parte. 
" and Harre, son and heire to Nicholas of Athirton, on tother 
" parte : . . that Harre shall wed Douce, doghter of the said 
" Hamonet, bytwene the date of this indenture and missomer 
" next suying." In consideration of which marriage, Hamon 
undertakes to pay Harry Athirton 100 marks, namely, forty marks 
the day of the espousals, ten at Martinmas next ensuing after the 
date of these presents, ten at Midsummer following, and so on,
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each Martinmas and Midsummer ten marks, until the one hun 
dred are fully paid. Harry on his part undertakes that if Douce 
dies within six years after the espousals without issue, he will 
repay to Hamon sixty marks within two years of Douce's death. 
(R. 105.)

Hamon Mascy died 1436, the writ "diem clausit extremum," 
being dated Qth July, 14 Henry VI. (33/71' Report Dep. Keeper 
P. R., p. 37.) Unfortunately the Inquisition is nowhere to be 
found in the Record Office, though every search has been made 
for it.

SSJtlltam 1436.
IV. WILLIAM, the eldest son and heir of Hamon Mascy of 

Rixton, confirmed, as already mentioned, the grants which 
Hamon made to his younger sons Richard and George in 
January, 1436. He married, before his father's death, Petronilla, 
daughter and heir of Richard de Werberton of Burgh. The 
dispensation for the marriage is dated from Constance (where the 
Pope awaited the verdict to be pronounced on his two rivals, 
Gregory and Benedict), 5th day of January, 5th year of Pope 
John XXIII ; and at Lichfield, roth August, 1415, wherein the 
contracting parties are described as " William son of Hamon 
" le Massey, layman, and Petronilla daughter of Richard de 
" Werburton, spinster," they being related within the fourth 
degree of consanguinity. (Ormerod's Cheshire, vol. i, p. 571, 
quoting the Lichfield Diocesan Registers.}

Richard Werburton, the father of this Petronilla, was High 
  Sheriff of Cheshire from 1424 until his death at the end of 1427. 

By this marriage the Mascys acquired lands and tenements in 
Altryncham, Thelwall, Hale, Cogeshill, Over and Nether Whitley, 
and Comberbach, co. Chester, also lands in Penyngton, co. Lan 
caster. (R. 141 and R. 151.)

The only deeds relating to these estates preserved among the 
Mascy charters (in connexion with the Warburtons) are, a Letter 
of attorney, dated Monday before Christmas, 7 Henry V, from 
Richard de Werburton and Elizabeth his wife to deliver seisin of
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lands, &c., in Altryncham and Hale, to William le Couper and 
William le Spencer, chaplain, whom they have enfeoffed of the 
same (W. 41) ; and the Confirmation of a grant from Ralph de 
Rouley to Richard de Werburton of land and premises in Cog- 
geshull, Over and Nether Whitley, and Comberbach, with the 
reversion of those messuages, &c., which Hamon and Robert de 
Wynyngton held for the life of Hamon de Wynyngton, as well as 
the reversion of those premises which Henry de Workesley and 
Margaret his wife, formerly wife of Laurence de Burghs, fil. John 
de Burghs, held in the same towns, in the mine of dower, Ralph 
Rouley having the reversion from Richard, son of Randle de 
Wynyngton. The witnesses to the deed are Sir Thomas le 
Grosvenor and Sir Edward Den, Knts., Ralph Maynwaring, 
Robert de Davenport, and Robert de Hyde. It is dated at 
Burghs, Tuesday in the octave of Pentecost, 9 Henry V. (W. 43.)

The will of Richard Werburton, Petronilla Mascy's father, is 
dated 27th December, 1427 ; in it he names his brother William 
Werburton. He appoints his wife Elizabeth, with Hamon and 
William Massy, his executors. He leaves to the parish priest of 
Budworth ^10, for two years, for the good of his soul; but gives 
no direction as to where he was to be buried. The will contains 
many small legacies of beasts, measures of corn, and clothes,  
e.g., " una toga virido enbrauderdi,'' &c. Administration of the 
will was granted in June, 1428. (W. 46.)

In April, 1429, William le Mascy, described "of Burghes," 
was, with Geoffrey Starky, Ector de Ince, and others, appointed 
to collect the debts due to Richard de Werburton, deceased, as 
Sheriff of Chester; and on igth January, 1429-30, Hamon Mascy 
with others was bound in a recognizance of 200 marks that 
" Elizabeth who was the wife of Richard de Werburton of Burwes 
" deceased, and William Mascy of Burwes," will abide an award 
to be made by William Troutbeck, Esq., touching disputes between 
the same Elizabeth and William with Richard de Werburton and 
John son of Hugh de Legh of Legh. (Chesh. Recog. Roll.)

To return to William Mascy and his Rixton possessions, we 
find that a charter was enrolled at Chester, dated 26th July, 1429,
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by which William, son of Hamon Mascy, granted to William 
Troutbeck, Esq., Robert del Mere, Richard Bolde of Chester, 
John Harwardyne, and William Hulme, chaplain, the fee of a 
moiety of the manor of Horton, and all his lands, &c., in Hert 
ford and Horton, (Chesh. Recog. Rolls, 3Jlh Report Dep. Keeper 
P. R., p. 517,) and the same trustees surrendered the lands to 
William Mascy, the 2ist March, 13 Henry VI. (W. 45.)

An indenture made the 5th February, 1438, between Sir Robert 
Bothe, Knt., of the one part, and William Mascy of Rixton, Esq., 
of the other, recites that William Mascy with " Harre de Atherton, 
" John Holcroft, and Richard del Bruche are bound to Sir Robert 
" in two hundred marks," but that in consideration of William 
Mascy performing his part of the covenant contained in certain 
indentures made between him and Sir Robert touching the mar 
riage of Hamon, son and heir of William, with Janet, daughter 
of Sir Robert, the statute merchant shall be void. This indenture 
for defeasance is sealed with the seal which the Mascys for 
several successive generations used, namely, within an octagon 
two covered cups crossed saltirewise, and above them the name 
jJlaSSfi. (W. 47.)

By a fine for settlement and entail, dated at Chester, Tuesday 
after St. Lawrence, 16 Henry VI, John de Gunclif, chaplain, 
being querent, and William de Mascy de Rixton and Petronilla 
his wife deforciants, of 27 messuages, i mill, 104 acres of land, 
8 acres of meadow, 6 acres of wood, and 4 acres of moor, with 
appurtenances in Thelwall, Altryncham, Hale, Coggeshull, Over 
Whitley and Nether Whitley, and Comberbach, the Mascys settled 
the lands and tenements named, on themselves for life, then to 
the use of Hamon de Mascy, their son and heir, and his heirs 
male ; in default, on Edward de Mascy, Hamon's brother, and 
his heirs male ; in default, on Hugh de Mascy, Edward's brother, 
and his heirs male ; with remainder to the right heirs of Hamon 
de Mascy. (W. 48.)

By the Patent Roll, 20 Henry VI (No. 6), amongst the Duchy 
of Lancaster records, we find that William le Mascy of Rixton, 
Esq., was granted the custody of the lands of Elizabeth, late wife
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of Sir William Botiler, Knt., during the minority of John Botiler, 
the grandson and heir of Sir William and Elizabeth Botiler   
(4Oth Report Dep. Keep. P. ft., p. 536)   which lands had been 
excepted from the grant made by the King to Sir Peter de Dutton 
and others, of the Botiler estates during John's nonage. (Lords 
of IVarringion, 255.) This Mascy acted as trustee for Sir John 
Botiler in 1444   (ibid. p. 263)   and in the same capacity for Sir 
Geoffrey Warburton of Arley in June, 1447. In a deed relating 
to this last trust, dated i8th December, 33 Henry VI (1455), 
William Mascy is described as " deceased "   (Arley deeds)   
though I think his death occurred in 1447-8, for in a Botiler deed 
of July, 26 Henry VI ([448), we find his son Hamon acting as 
trustee in his place, and he was certainly dead in 1451, as Hamon 
was then the owner of Rixton. Of William's three sons named 
in the fine of entail, Hamon succeeded him.

Edward Mascy, the second son, I suggest was the Edward le 
Mascy of Altryncham, (Pctronilla Werburton his mother
land in this town,) who, with William le Mascy of Rixton and 
others, undertake that John Mascy of Hale keeps the peace, 1434; 
and who, (v.'ith Hamo, George, and William le Mascy of Rixton,) 
was bound in a recognizance, iith August, 1435, to abide an 
award in a dispute pending between them and Sir John Caryngton. 
Edward Mascy is also named in a commission with several of the 
Rixton Mascys, in May, 1436, to arrest William le Venables and 
others ; and again in March, 1437-8. (App. II. part 2, jjth Re 
port Dep. Keep. P. R.} An Edward Mascy is named in 1442 as 
holding land in Partington of William Bothe of Dunham Mascy. 
(Chesh. Recog. Rolls.)

Hugh le Mascy, another son of William named in the fine of 
settlement, does not appear again in any of the Mascy charters, 
nor have I discovered anything about him elsewhere.

William Mascy had a daughter named Ellen, about whom 
serious discords arose between her family and the Caryngtons of 
Caryngton. On i8th March, 1434-5, Sir John Caryngton and 
his son Thomas were bound in a recognizance of 500 marks to 
the king, that they will abide the award of Sir John de Stanley, 

of
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Knt., William Troutbeck, Esq., and William Chauntrell, touching 
" omib's debatis accions querelis & demandis inter ipos Jofiem de 
'  Caryngton it Thomam et suos ex una ])arte, et Hamonem le 
" Mascy de Rixtofi & Elenam filiam \Vihv i le Mascy de Rixton & 
" suos ex alPa parte, ab inicio mundi vsq. in hanc diem hitis 
" motis sive ppetratis.'' ( C/tesh. Reca^. Rolls, 13 & 14 Hen. VI. 
m. 6. R. O.i

Unfortunately, I can find no record of the origin of the dispute 
nor of its ending. Perhaps Thomas Caryngton set the example 
to William Pulle and forcibly carried off Ellen Mascy. I am 
inclined to suppose that the quarrel ended amicably, and suggest 
that Thomas married Ellen Mascy, for in 1454 we find him acting 
as a witness to a Mascy deed, which rather points to a relation 
ship. (\V. 51.) Numerous recognizances were entered into by 
various members of well-known Cheshire and Lancashire families, 
during the years 1434 and 1435, on account of the Mascy and 
Caryngton feud. Amongst those who sided with the Mascys we 
find Sir Geoffrey de Werburton, Knt , Thomas Legh of Baguley, 
John de Lcyccster, Randal Swetenham of Rycroft, John le Mayn- 
waryng, John de Davenport, John de Har.vardyne of Chester, 
William son of William Hawardyne, George Boudon of Boudon, 
Henry and Adam de Atherton, John Huyde, and many others. 
As partisans of the Carringtons, Sir William de Stanley, John 
Duttonof Dutton, Robert Grosvenor. several Caryngtons, Thomas 
Bold, John Savage, junior, Ector de Ince, and others appear. 
i App. II. part 2, 3Jth Rep. Dtp. Keeper P. R. /

$?amon It jHagcg. 1448.
V. HAMON, son and heir of WILLIAM MASCY, married in 1438 

Janet or Johanne, daughter of Sir Robert Bothe of Dunham 
Massey, Knt., the marriage contract, already quoted, being dated 
5th February, 1438. (W. 47.)

On 20th May, 1451, William, Bishop of Coventry and Lich- 
field, gave license to his dear son in Christ, Hamon le Mascy, 
Esquire, and Johanne his wife, for Mass and Divine office to be 
celebrated in their Chapel Oratory within their manor of Rixton,
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the same being situated in the said diocese. (R. 102.) This 
proves that at this date Hamon had succeeded his father in the 
family estates.

The 4th November, 31 Henry VI (1452), Richard, son of 
Hamon Mascy, John Leycester, John Holcroft, and Thomas 
Mascy, parson of Warrington Church, released to Hamon Mascy 
of Rixton and his heirs, all the manors, messuages, &c., in the 
counties of Lancaster and Chester, which they held of the feoff- 
ment of William Mascy of Rixton ; Richard and Thomas Mascy 
being uncles to young Hamon. (R. 95.)

Hamon forthwith proceeded to re-settle his estates on 22nd May, 
31 Henry VI (1453), granting to Nicholas Birom, Robert Legh 
of Adlington, senior, James Skarisbrek, William Bothe, son of 
Sir Robert Bothe, Knt., John Chauntrell, Master John Bothe, 
Geoffrey Bothe, and Hamon Bothe, his manors and messuages, 
lands, &c., in the town of Hertford, co. Chester, also the manor 
of Horton in the same county : Witnesses to the deed being 
John Harford and Geoffrey Mascy, Knts. ; Thomas Sutton, John 
Denne, John Dokenfeld, Thomas Caryngton, Thomas Duncalf, 
John Worth and Aluered Radcliff. The deed is sealed with the 
crossed cups. (W. 5 r.) Two days afterwards Hamon granted his 
Lancashire manors and lands to Sir Robert Bothe, Knt.; Thomas 
Mascy, Parson of Warrington ; William Bothe, son of Sir Robert; 
Richard Mascy, brother of the said Thomas ; John Holcroft, 
Master John Bothe, John Urmeston, Vicar of Bowdon ; and 
James Hall, Vicar of Legh : the witnesses being Sir John Botiler, 
Sir John Honford, Sir Geoffrey Massy, Knts. ; Thomas Sutton, 
John Troutbec, Robert Legh of Adlington, Peter Werberton, 
Peter Legh, and Thomas Bothe of Barton, Esqrs. (R. 103.)

In August, 1453, Richard Norman, prior of the monastery of 
Birkenhead, of the order of St. Benedict, on behalf of the 
Religious of the house, granted to Thomas Massy, Rector of the 
Church of Warrington, Hamon Massy of Rixton, Richard Massy 
of Rixton, and George Massy of Rixton, a Lease of the lands 
and tenements, rents and services, with tithe of sheaf, which the 
convent held in the parish of Bowdon, also all that appertains to 
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the same in Bowdon, Dunliam, 1'artington, Caryngton, Tymperley, 
Altryncham, Asshelegh, Hale, and the mediety of the towns of 
Rolington, Akdon (Acton), and Assheton, and two parts of the 
town of Bagulegh. To be held for thirty years ; paying to the 
convent ,£40 yearly, namely, at Michaelmas ten marks in silver, 
at Martinmas twenty marks, at Easter ten, and at Midsummer 
twenty ; also in alms to the rector of Bowdon Church seventeen 
shillings of silver yearly at Midsummer. Hamon Mascy was 
further, during the term of his Lease, to keep in repair the chancel 
of Bowdon Church, and the tithe barn of Hale. What remains 
of the seal attached to this lease is of red wax, displaying on a 
diapered ground a figure in a long gown, with a staff in his right 
hand ; a wallet hangs at his left side dependent from a strap which 
passes over the right shoulder. His left hand holds a clasped 
book. Upon his head is a wide-brimmed round crowned hat, 
from which hang down strings or lappets. (W. 51.) The atti 
tude and dress are similar to the figure displayed in the sketch of 
Birkenhead Priory seal, 14 Rich. II, in the Harl. MSS. 2074, and 
is doubtless meant for St. Jcuries, the patron saint of the priory.

On the 27th September, 1461, at the request of Hamon Mascy 
of Rixton, Thomas Mascy, Parson of Warrington, Richard 
Mascy his brother, and John Urmeston, Rector of Bowden, 
retired from the trusteeship held by them, in virtue of the deed 
of 24th May, 31 Henry VI, releasing to the remaining trustees, 
namely, Master John Bothe, Sir William Bothe, Knt., and James 
Hall, clerk (Sir Robert Bothe, Knt., being dead), their title to the 
property (R. 108) : and the next day an Indenture is executed 
between Hamon and his existing trustees, declaring that as 
" Master John Bothe and Sir William Bothe, Knt., are brether of 
'' Johanna wyfe of the said Hamond,'' and "considering they 
" stode so negh to the sayd Johanna to performe the entent of 
" the saide Hamond and Johanua, which is this," that the 
Trustees shall suffer Johanna to take the profits of all the said 
manors, messuages, &c., for twelve years after the decease of 
Hamon, " for to marye and helpe the childere begeten and to be 
" geten betweene the sayd Hamonde and Johanna and for to
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" fynde Prestes by the discretion of the sayd Johanna and her
 'brether and the said James (Hall) to do divine services for the 
"saule of the sayd Hamond and hys anccstres and for the good 
" prosperiti and sauls weele of the sayd Johanna and for the
 ' sayd childcres and for all christen sanies. And parte of the 
" sayd profettes to the use of the sayd Johanna above her 
" dower and estates made to her or to other persons for her use 
"afore this tyme, by the discrecion of the sayd Master John, 
" Sir William, and James, and to paye -the dettes of the sayd 
" Hamonde and for to hold uppc suftiently the sayd manors, 
" messuages, lands and tenements, and for to marie and dig for 
"the increase of the sayd premises during the sayd twelve years 
"or longer if necessar." i R. 109.) In September, i46t, the 
trustees demised to Hamon all these manors, &<:., in Lancashire 
and Cheshire, "ad voluntatem nostrum " iR. 107 & \V. 58).

Hamon Mascy made his Will the 9th April, 1462, leaving his 
body to be buried in the Parish Church of U'arrington doubtless 
in the Rixton Chapel. The Rector of Warrington was to have 
the best beast for mortuary ; Twelve pounds of wax were to be 
burnt, and thirteen shillings and fourpence distributed in 
oblations the day of his burial; To a fitting chaplain, seven marks 
were to be given, that he might say masses for the soul of 
Hamon and for the souls of all faithful departed, in the chapel at 
Rixton for the space of a whole year ; To his wife Johanna, 
Hamon leaves the Lease of land and tithe in P>o\vden, held of 
the Priory of Birkenhead, which Richard Norman the late prior 
had granted him for a term of years ; The residue of his goods 
he leaves to his wife Johanna for the benefit of his children, 
constituting her and James Hall, Rector of Northerden, William 
Mascy his son, and George Mascy, executors of his will; with 
Master John Bothe and Sir William Bothe, Km. supervisors. 
Administration was granted 26th April, 1462 (R. no).

Hamon had by his wife Johanna, Hamon, who succeeded to 
the property, William, and John. Also five daughters, viz., 
Alison, Maude and Janet (or Joam, all unmarried in 1464, 
Margery and Pernel.
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William Mascy, the second son, is named as executor to his 
father's will in 1462, though he must have been very young at 
the time. He was under the age of sixteen in January, 1464-5, 
as it was then agreed that his mother was to have charge of him 
and liis brother John, with their portions, until they should 
arrive at the age of sixteen years. (R. 116.)

On the ist August, 4 Edward IV (1465), Master John Bothe, 
clerk, and the two other trustees, demised to William, the 
son of Hamon Mascy, the messuages, lands, &c., with househote 
and haybote in the several tenures of Thomas Mulyngton, John 
Clerk, senior, and Hugh Clare in Rixton, and a messuage, &c., 
let to Oliver Hurdesfeld, "super le Greene," in Rixton; To be 
held by William Mascy for life, on the " condition that if he or 
" any feoffee to his use, have by purchase or any other gift, 
" other lands or tenements either in fee tail or fee simple to 
"the yearly value of 12 marks, over all charges and reprisals, 
" that on this promotion the estate or demise now made shall be 
" void and cease " Remainder of the lands to Hamon Mascy, 
son and heir of Hamon Mascy the father. Witnesses to the 
deed being John Chauntrell, John Holcroft, Richard Bruche, 
Hamon Assht'ley and Henry Hesketh. ( R. 117.) The same day 
William gives a letter of attorney to receive seisin of the same. 
(R. 118.1

William Mascy became a priest, and as such, in 1497, his 
brother Hamon settled upon him an annuity of ,£10 a year 
(R. 141). From his being mentioned before his brother John in 
the settlement of the family disputes in 1465, and also being 
named executor to his father's will, it is probable that he was the 
second son, although John, his brother, succeeded to the Rixton 
manors, &-c., which William, being a priest, would not do. I 
have been unable to discover the date of his death or where he 
officiated. Of John Mascy, the third son, who became " of 
Rixton,'' we must treat more fully hereafter.

In January, 4 Edward IV, three of the daughters of Hamon 
and ]ohanna Mascy are named as unmarried, namely Alison, 
Maude, and Janet ; for whom it was agreed that their mother



 1462] Hamon Mascy's Daughters. 87

should have certain rents, " to mari and fynde competently unto 
"such tyme as they be mariet." (R. 116.) Of these three, the 
only one I can trace is Janet or Joan, who married John Uom- 
ville senior of Lymme, who was living 131)1 March, 1460. The 
Domville pedigree in Ormerod's Cheshire does not record the 
Christian name of Joan Mascy's father, but from the fact that we 
find John Domville a witness to Mascy deeds in 1476 and 1487 
|\V. 60 and R. 134), and that Hamon Mascy had a daughter 
named Joan or Janet, we may safely suppose John Domville's 
wife to have been this daughter.

John, son of Gilbert Culcheth, is stated to have married I'ernel, 
daughter of Hamon Mascy, in 1462, and lie dying in 1476, she 
married Robert Kirkham (.!// . Rylands Pedigree of Ciilchet/i). 
Mr. Beamont states that her second husband was Robert Rixton. 
John Culcheth was a witness to a Mascy deed 141)1 November, 
16 Edward IV. ( R. 127. i

Margery, the wife of Henry, son and heir apparent of Richard 
Risley of Risley, in a deed of 3 Edward IV, is described as 
daughter of Hamon Mascy of Rixton.

Johanna Mascy, Hamon's widow, outlived her husband some 
years; and the rental of the various farms and lands assigned to 
her for dower on ist November, 1462, amounted to £11 \y. $<t. 
in Rixton, with eighteen shillings and eleven pence from the 
" Pele de Thorlemore " with land in Altrincham, making a total 
of ;£i2 12.?. 41!., and averages amounting to j£i y. T,d. (R. 86); 
which premises John Bothe and the other trustees demised to 
her the same day for her life. The witnesses to the deed being 
John Chauntrcll, Robert Leycester, John Holcroft, John Fyton 
de Pennall, and George Mascy. (R. i 11.)

Whether Hamon Mascy the son ami heir was not satisfied with 
the allotments made by the trustees to his mother, or whether on 
account of his marriage it was necessary to have his fights firmly 
defined, on the 6th January, 4 Edward IV, Sir William Bothe, 
K.nt., John Chauntrell, Ksq., and Hugh Gartside, made an Award, 
by which, (after reciting that there had been " variance discords 
"and debate' 7 between Johanna late wife of Hamond Mascy
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sometime of Rixton, " squire," and William and John sons of 
the said Hamond, with Hamond Mascy son and heir of the said 
Hamoml the father,) Johanna was to enjoy for her life all the 
messuages, lands, £c., which Hamond the father, (or feoffees to 
his use) were seized of at the time of his death in the towns of 
Pynyngton, co. Lancaster; in Hertford, Horton, Hale, Altryncham, 
with lands called the Bi'rghes, and lands in Comberbach and 
Whitley, co. Chester ; but she was to allow Hamond the son 
peaceably to enjoy all the other lands and tenements, &c., of 
which Hamond the father (or feoffees to the use of him or 
Johanna his wife) were seized, at the time of his death, excepting 
those lands above awarded to her, except also certain lands, &c., 
in Rixton to the yearly value of 12 marks, in which William and 
John, or their trustees, have an estate for the terms of their lives. 
These last named premises Hamond the son was to permit his 
brothers William and John to enjoy ; Johanna their mother, 
or her assignee, having " the rewle and governance of the said 
" William and John sonnes of the s' 1 Hamond the fadre and of 
" the s1' lands and tenements to the yearly value of 12 marks 
" with their appurtenances, with the rents and all oiher proffettes 
" to be reccyved of the same unto the tyme that the said 
" William and John " come to the age of sixteen years. Then, 
referring to the demise of these lands to William and John 
(ist August, 4 Edward IV) it \vas awarded that if either of them 
die, or is '  promoted '' to other estates, Johanna is to have for 
her life 4 marks out of the lands named. Johanna was further 
to be allowed to enjoy all the " goods, cornes, and catell, which 
" the said Johanna or any other person hath to her use, in the 
 'town of Rixton or elsewhere unto Michaelmas," provided she 
removes the same before Easter following. She or her assigns 
were " peasible to receyve and enjoye at her liberty all such 
" money and every parcell thereof, of which the dayes of pay- 
"' ments be comcn, or for to come, as is oghing for the marriage 
"of the said Hamond the son. and sewertie founde to the saide 
" Johanna for the same, without any impediment, distorbance, 
"or lettyng of the sd Hamond the son/' ' ; For whiche summe
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" of money so to be receyved, we deme, ordeigne, and awarde to 
" the saide Johanna to marie and fynd compitently Alison, 
" Mawde, and Janet, doghters of the sd Hamond tlie fadre unto 
" suche tyme as they be mariet and to fynde the s' 1 William and 
" John, sonnes of the same Hamond the fadre unto such tyme as 
"they shall have their owen lyvelode afore reherced.'' An 
annuity of thirteen shillings and fourpence a year, granted to 
Thomas Duncalf by the feoffees of Hamond the father, is to be 
paid in equal portions by Hamond the son, and by Johanna. 
Johanna was also to enjoy " all fermes and every parcel! of 
" thaym " which Hamond the father died seized of in the parish 
of Bowdon. (R. 116.) Under this award Johanna appears to 
have done well, so she could afford, on account of " love and 
" affection,'' in August, 6 Edward IV (14671, to assign to her son 
Hamond the lease which the Prior of Birkenhead had, in 1452, 
granted to her husband of the farmes and tithes in Bowdon, &c., 
and which he, by his will, had left to her. The seal on this 
assignment bears, within a circle, a stumpy covered cup, between 
the letters "j." and " M." i\V. 59.)

I do not know if she can have lived until 1497, but a fragment 
of paper is preserved, dated at Halton, 22nd October, 12 Henry 
VII, which runs   "As touchyng a relef demanded of Hamlet 
" Mascy of Rixton for the land in Coggeshull, he saith that his 
" father caused a feoffment to be made thereof to his wife for 
" term of her life. And he will prove by suffycyent record or 
"the King's councell ..... at Waryngton." (\V. 77.1

l^amon le p. 1462.
VI. HAMON, the son and heir of HAMON MASCY of Rixton, 

esquire, succeeded his father in 1462, and was, as decided by the 
award made 6th January, 4 Edward IV, to enjoy peaceably all 
the Mascy manors and lands in Lancashire and Cheshire, except 
ing those adjudged for the use of his mother and brothers for 
the term of their lives.

Hamon married, about 1464, Alice, the daughter of Sir John 
Botiler of Bewsey, Knt. On 27th Eebruary, 3 Edward IV
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(1463-4), Master John Bothe, clerk, Sir William Bothe, Knt., and 
James Hall, rector of Northerden (Hamon Mascy's feoffees) 
granted to Alice, daughter of Sir John Botiler, Knt., the mes 
suages and lands, with appurtenances in the several tenures of

Clare, Richard Hall, John Wright, and Roger Yate, junior, in the 
towns of Thelwall, co. Chester, and in Rixton, co. Lancaster, 
with certain parcels of land and meadow, wood, etc., in Rixton, 
called " Nerewood in Swalleslegh," '' The 10 acre in Swalleslegh," 
"The Stramard," "The Brcndercthe," "The Rede mede," 
" The three Parrokkes," and " West Croft," containing i£i acres, 
and two closes called " North fields," containing 4^ acres. (These 
named crofts or fields formed part of the demesne lands attached 
to the capital messuage of Rixton Hall.) All which messuages 
and lands Master John Bothe and the others had, inter alia, of 
the feoffment of Hamon Mascy late of Rixton, Esq., deceased, and 
which were valued, over all averages and reprisals, at ^14. \\s. 
per annum : To have and to hold to the said Alice for life, and 
then to Hamon, the son of the aforesaid Hamon, and his heirs 
for ever: Witnesses, John Holcroft, Richard Bryche, and Richard 
and George Mascy. (R. 114.) This grant was evidently made 
just before Hamon's marriage; a further confirmation of this sup 
position being, that in the award of January, 1464-5, it was settled 
that Johanna Mascy was to have any money that was owing for 
the marriage of Hamon her son. The deed also proves that the 
Christian name of the Botiler lady who married Hamon Mascy 
of Rixton was Alice, and not Elizabeth, as is stated in the notes 
to Lancashire Chantries and elsewhere. Hamon's wife is also 
named as "Alice" in a deed of settlement made October 6th, 
1497, and in the license for Hollynfare chapel in 1498.

In the Annals of the Lords of M'arrington it is stated that Sir 
John Botiler, who was born in 1402, married in 1411 Isabella 
Harrington, and died in 1430, left three daughters, Elizabeth, 
Alice, and Ellen, also a son John, born after his sisters, March, 
1429. This last John married, in 1444, Margaret Gerard, and
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had by her two sons and four daughters, Margaret, Jane, Isabella, 
and Elizabeth. It is also stated that Elizabeth, the daughter of 
the first Sir John, and also Elizabeth, the daughter of the second 

Sir John Botiler, married a Ilamon Mascy of Kixton, which is 
doubtless erroneous, for it is proved by the Mascy deeds that 

Alice was the name of young Hamon Mascy's wife, and the elder 
Ilamon died in 1463, leaving a widow named Johanna. The 
question therefore is, to which generation did the Alice Botiler 

belong ? If she was the daughter of Sir John Botiler and Isa 

bella Harrington she could not, in 1464, hove been aged less than 

thirty-six years, (for her brother John, born after her, did not 
come into the world till 1429,) and this would be an age rather 

advanced for marriage in those days of juvenile betrothals. If, 

however, she was the daughter of the second Sir John, who in 
1414, being then eleven years of age, married Margaret Gerard, 

she might have been born about 1449, and so have been of a 
suitable age for intermarriage with the young squire of Kixton 
in 1464.

The lease held of the Priory of Birkenhead, which Hamon's 
mother had in 1467 assigned to him, he appears to have sur 

rendered ; for on the Saturday after the Assumption of the Blessed 

Virgin, 7 Edward IV ( 1468), Thomas Raynford, the then Prior of 
Birkenhead, grants to Hamon Mascy de Rixton, Oliver Smult, 
clerk, Henry Lervet, and Nicholas Page, the lands, rents, tenements, 

&c., and tithe of sheaf belonging to the Priory, in the parish of 
Bowdon, and in Partington, Dunham, Caryngton, Tymperley, 

Altryngham, Astheley, and Hale, the medic-ties of the towns of 
Bolyngton, Acton, and Astheton, and two parts of Bagulegh, to 
be held for thirty-nine years of the Priory, at a yearly rent of 

.£.'40, to be paid to the monastery, and sixteen shillings of silver 
every midsummer to the Rector of \Vylmeslow church. During 

the tenancy Hamon was bound, as before, to repair and maintain 
at his own cost the chancel of Dowdon church and the tithe-barn 
of Hale. The seal attached to this lease is the same as on the 
lease of 32 Henry VI, from Prior Richard Norman, but, though
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more damaged, it shows a portion of a canopy over the figure. 
(VV. 62.)

On the 12th March, 17 Edward IV, Sir John Hurste, Sir 
William Harrington, Knts., John Holcroft and Thomas Hawnr- 
dyne, Esqrs., granted to Hamon Mascy of Rixton, Esq., George 
Mascy, Edmund Latham, and James Hall, Rector of Northenden, 
all their messuages and lands, &c., in Statham, under the town 
of Lyme, co. Chester, which were John Hurst's, deceased. 
(VV. 63.) This feoffment was probably in trust for some one, 
though who it might be does not appear.

In 1478 (i2th June, 17 Edward IV.), Hamon Mascy of 
Rixton, Esqr. ; John (Bothe), Bishop of Oxford ; and James 
Hall, Rector of Northenden, demised to John Chatherton, and to 
George Chatherton his son, the manor called " The Pele '' and 
its appurtenances, with the manor attached, called the " Pele of 
" Thorlesmere," in Altrincham, co. Chester ; all which premises 
were in the tenure of Christopher Hulme and Robert Joyce. To 
be held of the chief lord of the fee, &c., rendering to the grantors 
and their heirs a peppercorn yearly for the first five years, and 
afterwards eighteen shillings of silver. Witnesses to the deed 
being Peter Werberton, George Bothe, Hamonde Assheley, 
esquires ; Richard Mascy and Nicholas Parker. (\\ r . 64.)

James Hall, the Rector of Northenden, probably on account of 
advancing age, on the i2th April, 1480, relinquished the Mascy 
trust, granting to Sir Geoffrey Mascy, Knt., John Byrom, George 
Bothe, Esquires, Ralph Penketh, and William Wigan, chaplain, 
all the lands, manors, &c., which he and others with him were 
enfeoffed of by Hamon Mascy of Rixton, now dead, in the 
counties of Lancaster and Chester. The deed is witnessed by 
Sir John Trafford, Sir William Haryngton, Knts., Peter Werburton, 
Richard Rymington, and John I.eycester, Esquires. (R. 130.)

On the 8th December, i Henry VII, Hamon Mascy of Rixton 
was granted by Ralph Nevill, Earl of Westmoreland, an annual 
rent of ten marks for life out of the lordship of Assheforth in the 
Peke, co. Derby. (W. 96.) Nothing in the grant explains why 
this rent-charge was given ; perhaps it was for some service
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rendered by Hamon to Ralph before the latter succeeded his 
uncle in 1485 ; but Ralph Nevill having married Margaret, the 
daughter of Sir Roger Bothe of Barton, was, through this union, 
connected with the Mascys.

By an Indenture of i2th March, 1487, reciting a deed made 
two days before, by which his brother Hainond had given him 
for life certain lands and tenements in Rixton, John Mascy 
agrees that his brother Hamon shall have all yearly averages and 
services of the tenants, with all the " mouraden dwellyng in and 
" upon the said messuages and lands " during John's life, so long 
as John receives the rents due out of the farms. (R. 132.)

In 1488 Hamon had a dispute with Piers Worthington as to 
the title of some lands and tenements in Glasebrok, which dispute 
was decided 2ist September, 4 Henry VII, by an arbitrator, 
Piers Orell, who declared that Worthington was, on receipt within 
a certain time of £3 IO.T., to deliver to Hamon Mascy "a 
" sufficient and lawful releshe" of all the messuages, &c., in 
Glasebroke under dispute (R. 135 and W. 711; which release 
was given 271)1 September, 1488. (R. 136.1

On the 6th October, 1497 (12 Henry VII), Hamon made an 
Indenture of settlement, which recites that he had, the ist October, 
12 Henry VII, enfeoffed Sir John Bothe of Barton, Knt., William 
Bothe of Dunham Massey, Thomas Davenport of Henbury, 
John Assheley, Thomas Hyde of Norbury, Esqs., William Tatton, 
Gilbert Domeville, Henry Risley, Hainond Bruche, William 
Mynshull, Vicar of Bowdon Church, Thomas Legh of High Legh, 
and Roger Chapman, Parson of half the church of Lymc, of all 
his manors and lands, &c , in (he counties of Lancaster and Chester, 
for certain uses, and then explains these uses. First, that the 
feoffees should stand seized of premises to the yearly value of 
forty marks, over all charges and reprisals (in such places as " I, 
" Hamon fil. Hamon Mascy de Rixton," shall appoint), to the 
use of Alice his wife for her life. The feoffees are further to be 
seized of land and tenements " to the yearly value of V_£, over 
" all charges and reprisals, in places and parcels following, that 
" is to say : a messuage and land in Glasebroke, now in the
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" holdyng of Edward Millyngton, to the yearly value of 20 
" shillings ; a messuage and lands in the said town of Glassebrook, 
" now in the holdyng of Henkyn Bothe, to the yearly value of 
" twenty six shillings and eight pence ; a messuage and lands in 
" the town of Glassebroke, now in the holdyng of Robert Clerke, 
" to the yearly value of thirteen shillings and four pence ; a mes- 
" suage and lands in the town of Rixton, now in the holding of 
" Nicholas Yate, of the yearly value of forty shillings, to this 
" intent, that with the issues and profettes therof a honest prest 
" and chapleyn may be founde and have salar therof to say masse 
" and do devyne service in the Chapell of Holynfere Green, late 
" by me edifiet, and to bye necessares yerely for the said chapell 
" and ornaments therof, according to the ordenaunce of me the 
" said Hamonde the son, therof in honour of God made. And 
" also to performe all other ordinance?, touchyng the said landes 
" and tenementes to the yearly value of five pounds, and Chapell 
" by me ordeigned and made. I also will that the lordes of 
" Rixton have the services and averages of the tenants of this 
" seid iiij messuages assigned to the said prest and Chapell." 
Also whereas " I the said Hamonde the son, for the tranquilite 
" of myn heirez and eschewyng of controversies that might ensue 
"after my decese have, by the advise of Robert Chauntrell, 
" Edmonde Bulkelcy and William Tatton serched myn evidencez 
" and fynde that " the manor of Rixton and moiety of Glasebroke 
were tailed by Fine upon and to Katherine, daughter of Alan 
Rixton, and her heirs male, " which Katheryne took to husbande 
" Sir Hamonde Mascy Knyght, of which Sir Hamonde and 
" Katheryne I the said Hamonde son of Hamonde am 
" lyneally comen and descendet as heir male." Wherefore 
he settles the manor of Rixton, and moiety of the manor 
of Glasebroke (except such lands as are to be charged with 
the forty marks a year for his wife Alice's jointure, and for 
the payment to the Chapel Priest of Hollynfere) for his own use 
and his male heirs, and in failure to the use of his brother John 
Mascy and his male heirs, remainder to the male heirs of Sir 
Hamonde and Katherine. From his evidences he further finds
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that his lands and tenements, &c., in Bowdon and Yanvode were 
tailed upon his ancestors and their heirs general, and that his 
lands, &c., in Altrincham, Thelwall, Hale, Cogesill. Over and 
Nether Whitley, and Comberbach were given to William Mascy 
of Rixton and to Pernel his wife for the term of their lives, 
remainder to Hamon Mascy, son and heir of the same William 
and Pernel and his male heirs, " whose heire male I the said 
" Hamonde son of Hamonde am," with remainder to Hugh 
another son of William and Pernel and his heirs male, with 
remainder to Edward, another son of William and Pernel and 
his heirs male. But as it is considered by himself, his kinsmen 
and friends, that the lands in Bowdon and Yanvood, which arc 
tailed on the heirs general, would be more convenient for the 
heirs male who have the manor of Rixton, and that the lands in 
Thelwall, Coggeshull, Over and Nether Whitley and Comberbach 
lie more conveniently for the heirs general, Hamonde settles the 
lands in Bowdon, Hale, Altrincham, and Yanvood on himself 
and his male heirs, remainder to his brother John and his male 
heirs, while the land in Co;;geshull, Over and Nether Whitlcy, 
Thelwall and Comberbach arc settled on himself and his right 
heirs general, " which as yet be my doghtcrs." Further, as from 
his evidences he finds that his lands, &c., in Penyngton, co. 
Lancaster, were given to Richard Werburton and Klizabcth his 
wife for their lives, with remainder to Perncll their daughter and 
her heirs general, and the lands in Horton and Hertford, co. 
Chester, were tailed on his " ancestors and their heirs general of 
old time, and no disturbance made to the contrary," he decides 
that they shall so decend to his heirs general. The land he 
purchased in Glasebroke, and the tenements he bought in 
Warrington and Pulton are to pass after his death, without male 
issue, to his brother John and his male heirs, provided that 
neither John nor his heirs disturb the settlements and rents of 
the premises set aside for the payment of the chaplain of 
Hollynfere Green Chapel. Hamon further provides that his 
feoffees arc to grant by deed on his death " to my brother William 
" Mascy prest," an annual rent of .£10 to be paid half-yearly, the
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first payment to commence at Midsummer or Martinmas, which 
ever feast should first occur after his death. (R. 141 and 151.) 
This deed of settlement must be, I think, the one quoted in 
" Lancashire Chantries," from Sir Peter Leycester's " Liber C." 
where it is erroneously called a Will. It would seem unnecessary 
to make a Will securing an endowment to Hollynfer Green 
Chapel, when that had already been done by Indenture.

The following is a list of the lands and tenements purchased 
by Hamon : In Warrington, premises in " Baglaune," lying 
between those of Ralph Ryxton and those of the heirs of 
Pasmyth, bought 4th April, 1483 (W. 65) ; and a messuage and 
garden, bought a few days afterwards, let to Richard Ryder, lying 
between a burgage house belonging to Thomas Botiler, Esq., 
on one side, and a messuage of Richard Bryche's on the other 
(W. 66*; in November, 2 Richard III, a parcel of land in Hollay, 
let to Edward More and Richard Ryder, which lies between the 
lands of Hugh Bryche and " Downehouse meadow " on one 
side, and the parish church lands on the other (W. 68); in 1489, 
a tenement and close called " Dadfield," let to John Matthew, 
and lying between Richard Wellington's land, also a headland 
abutting on Warrington Heath on the one side, and the king's 
highway on the other (W. 72); in June, 6 Henry VII, Hamon 
purchased another messuage and garden in Warrington, lying 
between the lands of Sir Thomas Botiler on the west, and lands 
of Hugh Bruche on the east, also a headland abutting on the 
" Kyrkstret," and one adjoining the lands of William Arrowsmith 
(W. 73) ; and in June, 12 Henry VII, a parcel of land situated 
between that of Sir Thomas Botiler and the " Heght feyldes " 
near Dadfeld Cross. (W. 76.) The whole of these premises 
being bought from Henry Gernet of Warrington.

In Glasebrook, Hamon purchased from Richard, the son, and 
Agnes, the widow of William Robynson, all their premises in that 
town in 1474. (R. 124 and R. 126.)

By deed dated 4th November, 16 Edward IV, Thomas Com- 
berbach conveyed to Hamon Mascy all his part of the messuages 
and lands which he lately had of the feoffment of Richard More
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and Cecilia his wife, in Glasebroke. John Culcheth, Humphrey 
Mascy, and others, are witnesses to the deed. (R. 127.)

In January, 1483, John, son of Thomas Comberbach deceased, 
sold all his premises in Glasebroke to Hamon Mascy. The 
witnesses are Hugh Breche, Edmund Lathom, Richard Mascy, 
John Shawe, and George Mottehewe (? Matthew). (R. 131.)

The Richard More who, with Cecilia his wife, granted these 
last lands to Thomas Comberbache, was of Asheley, co. Chester ; 
and the messuages in question descended to Cecilia More on the 
death of Margaret, wife of Adam Lyke. Thomas Comberbache 
is described as son of Robert Comberbache of Bolynton. (R. 
121.)

In June, 1480, a messuage, which John Shawe held at w 
Glasebroke, was granted to Hamon by John Sutton of Maccles- 
field, co. Chester, gent. (R. 1291; and in July, 1492, the same 
Sutton sells the premises in Fernehead, within the parish of 
Warrington, which Hugh Breche holds of him for a term of 
years. (W. 74.) The sum paid for these two last farms appears 
to have been ^45 6s. %d. (R. 139), Alice, the widow of John 
Sutton, in February, 1496, giving Mascy a full acquittance for 
the same. In January, 1492, Hamon again became the purchaser 
of a messuage and land in Glasebroke, one John Hatton, late of 
Coventry, draper, being the vendor. (R. 137 and 138.)

Whether or not Hollinsfer Chapel was completed when Hamon 
Mascy made the settlement in October, 1497, for its endow 
ment I cannot tell; but on 4th September, 1498, Dr. John 
Veysy gave license, dated at Manchester, to his beloved in 
Christ, Hamlet Mascy, Esq., and Alice his wife, for mass and 
Divine office to be celebrated in their chapel of Holynfer, within 
the parish of Warringlon in the diocese of l.ichfield and Coventry. 
(R. 151 B.) According to Ormerod's Cheshire, vol. i, p. 115, 
New Ed., John Veysy was not admitted to the archdeaconry of 
Chester until 27th August, 1499.

Ht
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In 1500, arrangements were entered into for the marriage of 
John Mascy, the younger brother of Hamon. It was by inden 
ture dated 2oth March, 15 Henry VII, agreed between Hamon 
Mascy of Rixton, Esq., and Sir John Bothe of Barton, Knt., 
that "John Mascy, brother unto the said Hamon, shal be redy 
" by the grace of God lawfully to take to wyfe and wedde Ann, 
" doughter unto the seid Sir John Bothe, afore the fest of Seynt 
 ' Margaret next ensuing the date of this indenture :" and that 
Hamon will within twenty days after the wedding make, to certain 
trustees, an estate in lands of the yearly value of 12 marks, for a 
jointure for Anne, with remainder to John Mascy for life, and if 
Hamon has no male issue, then to John Mascy's heirs male. It 
is further agreed that if Hamon has any legitimate sons he under 
takes to settle an annuity of ,£32 a year on Anne for her life. 
The settlement of the 6th October, 12 Henry VII, is recited and 
confirmed, by which on failure of Hamon's male heirs the manor 
of Rixton and moiety of Glasebroke with their appurtenances and 
lands in Rixton, Glasebroke, Bowdor, Pulton, and Warrington, 
are at Hamon's death to pass to his brother John, excepting 
always the jointure for Alice, Hamon's wife, and the lands charged 
with the endowment of ^5 a year for Hollynfer Chapel, also a 
rent charge of J~\o a year to William Mascy, priest, Hamon's 
brother. On these conditions Sir John Bothe agrees to pay to 
Hamon, on the wedding day of John Mascy and Anne Bothe, 
20 marks. The witnesses to this indenture are Sir Thomas 
Assheton, Sir John \Vcrburton, Knts., Richard Radcliff of Radcliff, 
Robert Werkesley of the Bothe, and Robert Langley. (R. 142.)

Hamon Mascy died about 1502 : whether Alice his wife sur 
vived him or not I have been unable to discover. Hamon left 
no sons, but two daughters and co-heirs; namely, Margaret, 
married to John Holcroft. to whom she is stated by Ormerod 
and Baines to have conveyed the manors of Horton and Hert 
ford ; and Alice, who married Robert Werkesley or Worsley of 
Bothe, co. Lancaster. \ Flower's I'isit. of Lane., 1567.) The 
marriage probably took place before 1500, as Robert Werkesley 
was one of the witnesses to the agreement on John Mascy's
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marriage, just cited. This Alice probably had for her portion land 
in Pennington, Horton, Hertford, and Uowden; for we find Robert 
Worsley (her son) suffering a recovery of premises in these towns 
in 1547. (Ormerod's Cheshire, vol. ii, p. 198.)

Mr. Beamont, in his " Mascy of Rixton " pedigree (in the 
Warrington Museum), assigns to this Hamon Mascy two other 
daughters, namely Katherine and Margery. Katherine is given 
as wife to William Hyde of Hyde. I can find no trace of such 
an alliance amongst the deeds of this period. Thomas Hyde 
of Norbury was one of the feoffees of Hamon Mascy, in 1497, 
but he was related to the family, being grandson to the 
John Hyde of Norbury (who died in 14601, having married 
for his first wife Matilda, daughter of Ilainon Mascy of Rixton 
by Ellen Horton. Margery is staled to have married Henry. 
son and heir-apparent of Richard Rislcy, and, in 3 Kdward IV, 
to have described herself as such, and daughter of Hamon 
Mascy of Rixton. This match belongs to the previous 
generation. It is scarcely possible for a man who only married 
in 1464 to have had a daughter, already a wife, the same year. 
Neither could she have been by a former marriage, as Hamon's 
parents, Hamon and Juhanna, were not married until after 
February, 1438.

o>. 1502.
VII.   JOHN MASCY, the third son of " HAMUN the father," 

succeeded his brother Hamon in the family estates, [laying to his 
superior lord, Sir Thomas liotilerof Hewsey. Knt., the 71)1 March, 
1502 ( 17 Henry VII,) twenty shillings and ten pence for his relief 
of his manor of Rixton, and doing homage to Sir Thomas at 
Holynfer, the zoth year of Henry VII, before Sir John JJothe, 
Knt., Matthew Snede, and Thomas Huwarden and others. 
( Homage Roll of Warrington . )

On 25th September, 23 Henry VII. Sir John Bothe, Knt., 
acknowledges and gives acquittance for the sum of thirty-one 
shillings, paid by John Mascy, brother and nearest heir of Hamon 

Ht 2
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Mascy of Rixton, as relief for the lands which he holds of the 
Crown in Coggeshull and Whitley, under the manor of Whitley, 
within the Halton fee. (VV. 88.)

John Mascy appears to have refused to be dubbed a Knight, for 
on iyth January, 20 Henry VII, Thomas Hoblis, clerk, gave a 
receipt to John Mascy of the county of Lancaster, Esq., for five 
marks, being the part payment of his fine to the King for pardon 
to be released from " thorder of Knighthood of the Bathe at the 
" creacon of my lord prince Henr" ; and on 26th January in the 
following year, on payment of a further five marks, he received a 
full acquittance of the fine. (R. 146 & 146 E.) Another memo 
randum of fines shows that at Trinity Term, 2 Henry VIII, John 
Mascy de Rixton, Esq., was again made to pay for his unwilling 
ness to receive knighthood : the sum his refusal cost him being 
53J. 4<£ (R. 145.)

John Mascy added to his property by purchasing from William 
Gernet of Warrington, in December, 3 Henry VIII, a mediety 
of one acre of land in Warrington, lying between Sir Thomas 
Boteler's lands on one side and touching " the Merce" on the 
other side. (W. 93.) He also bought, the next year, from James 
Johnson, late of Rixton, (son of John Gynkynson, sometime of 
Bowdon), premises in Glasebroke, which had belonged to John 
Gynkynson. (R. 147, &c.)

John acted as trustee, with Thomas Leycester de Nether Tabley, 
Thomas Legh de High Legh, Thomas Hawardyne de Wolston, 
Gilbert Domvile de Lyrne, Simon Byrome, and Laurence Langton, 
chaplain, for Gilbert Mascy, son of John Mascy late of Warring- 
ton, on the 7ih December, 1510, (\V. 89-90 and R. 144,) which 
Gilbert describes himself as "chaplain," and is evidently the 
same person who, on 3oth September, i Henry VIII, paid to Sir 
Thomas Boteler ics. relief of his lands in Warrington. Gilbert 
was doubtless a connection of the Rixton family, though how 
does not appear. I am inclined to suppose he was grandson of 
the Richard Mascy who in 1432 married Alice, widow of Sir 
Ralph Langton. There is no deed to explain the uses of his 
feoffment of 1510.
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We find John Mascy of Rixton amongst the Commissioners 
appointed, 3 Henry VIII, to collect the subsidy in Lancashire. 
(Rot. Part., vol. vi. p. 40.) He also seems to have joined with 
the many Lancashire knights and gentlemen who obeyed the call 
to defend their country from the ravages of the Scotch king, and 
was possibly amongst those

*' The lusty Stanley stout did lead, 
. . . '  Strong of heart ;

" Brought up from babes with beef ami bread, 
" From Warton unto \Yarrington."

But like his father-in-law, Sir John Bothe, John Mascy fell on 
Flodden Field, or as it is called in his Inquisition post mortem, 
at the battle of " Branxton Moor," on the gth September, 
5 Henry VIII 11513). The Inquisition after his death was not 
taken until the 2nd September, 10 Henry VIII, when it was 
found that, at his death in 1513,1115 heir was his son William, 
aged then nine years. He died seized of the manors of Rixton 
and Glasebroke, and land in those two places as well as in 1'en- 
yngton, Warrington, and Pulton, co. Lancaster. (Inq.p.m. 
Ditch. Lane., vol. v., 10 Henry VIII, No. 9.) He also held land 
in Cheshire. John was, as we have seen, under the age of sixteen 
years in 1465, and he married in June, 1500, Anne, daughter 
of Sir John Bothe of Barton, Km. (R. 142) by whom he had 
issue four sons, namely, William, Hamlet, James, and Richard. 
Anne, his widow, married, before 1526, Thomas Starkcy, ol 
Stretton, co. Chester, Esq.

On the 151)1 March, 17 Henry VIII, Sir Alexander Radcliff, 
Knt., Edward Molyneux, clerk, Thurstan Tyldsley, Roger 
Bradshagh, and Thomas Gerard, Esquires, acted as arbitrators 
between William Mascy of Rixton, co. Lancaster, Esqr. (son 
and heir of John Mascy deceased), and his mother Anne, with 
Thomas Starky his step-father, as to the thirds and dower due to 
Anne as widow of John Mascy, and they decided that the 
Starkys were to "suffer such tilings for tiie determynation and 
" extynguishmcnt of all such right, title or interest of Dower or 
'' thirds," as they had in right of Anne in the lands that were
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John Mascy's in Lancashire and Cheshire. William Mascy was 
on his part to secure an annuity of ^4. 6s. 8</. to Anne for life, in 
recompense of her thirds and dower. (R. 152.) The terms of 
the arbitrations were agreed to, and on ist May in the same year 
(17 Henry VIII) the two Starkys released the dower, &c. 
(R. 154.)

Hamon or Hamnet Mascy, second son of John, is named in 
the will of his brother William in 1538, and is said to have 
married Alice Kuerdale. James Mascy, the third son of 
John is also named in his brother's will, 1538, and married 
Anne, daughter of John Cheyny of Wisterton, co. Chester, gent. 
(Flower's Visit, of Lane., 1567.) This James founded the family 
of Mascy of Carlton, who entered their arms at Flower's 
Visitation of Lancashire in 1567, as Quarterly : i, Quarterly 
gules and argent, in the second quarter a mullet sable [Mascy] ;
2. Argent, on a bend sable three covered cups of the field [Rixton] ;
3. Vert, three falcons, argent [Pennington] ; 4, Argent, a squirrel 
erect, gules [Horton]; In fess point, a crescent. (Vol. 81, Chet. 
Soc., p. 56). These arms vary in the marshalling of the quarters, 
and in the third quarter, with the arms entered by the Mascys 
of Rixton, at Benalt's Visitation in 1533.

James Mascy, who was living in 1567, had by his wife Anne 
three children, George Mascy, son and heir in 1567, Alice 
Mascy, who became the wife of John Butler of Kirkland, co. 
Lancaster, gent., before 1567, and John Mascy, the second son, 
who was of Layton, co. Lancaster, and as such is named in 
the marriage settlement of Hamlet Mascy of Rixton, with 
Dorothy Bradshagh, in 1615. (R. 174.) He married Ellen, only 
daughter of Thomas and Alice Singleton of Stayninge, Esq., and 
died 3oth October, 1618, leaving two daughters and coheirs, viz., 
Ellyn, wife of Edward Veale of Meathorp, co. Lancaster, and 
Alice, wife of Thomas Bamber of Poulton, co. Lancaster (St. 
George's Visit, of Lane., 1613).

John's other son, Richard Mascy, was named in his brother 
William's will, 1538, but I have found no further record of 
him.
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ZSttUiam ^lascw. 1513.
VIII. WILLIAM MASCV, son and heir of JOHN, born 1504, 

being aged nine years when his father was killed at Flodden 
field in September, 1513. He was in ward to Sir Thomas 
Boteler, lord of Warrington, the 6th October, 1523 (Annals of 
the Lords of \Varrin«ton, p. 431).

On 24th April, 1527, John Assheley released to William, son 
and heir of John Mascy, late of Rixton. four messuages in 
Rixton in the several tenures of Ralph Caldwdl, Richard Abbot, 
John Partington and John Vate, with two messuages in Glase- 
broke let to Perncl Hasilhurst and Alice Ashton, which were 
amongst the premises granted to John Assheley of Assheley, co. 
Chester, Sir John Hothe, ..Vc., in \2 Henry VII, by Hamon 
Mascy, uncle to the said William (J\. 153) but there is no deed 
to explain the release.

William must have been married beiore this date, as his eldest 
son and heir was born in December, 15-5. William's wife was 
Anne, daughter of Richard .Viton of Aston, near Runcorn ; Sir 
I'eter Leycester giving the date of their marriage as 10 Henry 
VIII (15191

In March, 18 Henry VIII, William Mascy and John Assheley 
grant to Humphrey Barlow ot Barton, a lease for eighty years 
(the term to commence after the death of (leorge Clarke and 
I.etys his wife), of the messuage held by the ('lerkes " in the 
" tunshyp of Glasebruke," paying a yearly rent for the same to 
Sir Laurence Langshawe, priest, at the (,'hapel of the Holynfare, 
and to his successors, of \y. 4</., "also the average as hath been 
"accustomed." Humphrey is bound by the lease to ''well and 
" sufficiently reparell and uphold " the messuage and buildings 
during the period of his tenancy. (R.iij.) This lease adds another 
name to the list ot Holynfer ('h.i]el priests in IVarrington 
Church Notes. Laurence Langsha\\e was seemingly the im 
mediate predecessor of Randle Woodward, the lease being made 
just before the agreement was entered into by William Misc v 
and |ohn Assheley, with Richard Warburton, the 191)1 May,
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18 Henry VIII, as to the next presentation to Holynfer Chapel 
being given to Woodward ( Warrington Ch. Notes, p. 206).

On 12th April, 29 Henry VIII, William Mascy enfeoflfed 
John Aston, son and heir apparent of Thomas Aston, Esq., and 
William Mascy, chaplain, of four messuages in Glasebroke, let 
severally to John Gatcliff, John Clare, Petronilla Shaw, widow, 
and Gilbert Fynche, also certain pasturage in Rixton called 
" Barrowfield," and a part of the enclosure called " The farther 
" Northfeld," for securing an annuity of 46^. $d. to his son John 
Mascy to take effect upon his (William's) death. (R. 167.) 
The same day certain other premises in Rixton were granted to 
the same trustees for an annuity to the same amount for 
William's other son Thomas Mascy. (R. 157.)

William Mascy, at the requisition of Thurstan Tyldesley, Esq., 
and in compliance with certain covenants made between them 
on i2th April, 29 Henry VIII, "for the marriage of Richard 
" Massy, son and heir of the said William, with Anne, daughter 
" of Thurstan Tildesley and now wife of the said Richard," by 
his deed dated i6th April, 29 Henry VIII (1538), enfeoffs Thomas 
Starkey of Stretton, Esq., William Radcliff, Esq., and James 
Massy of Carlton, gent., of certain closes amongst which appear 
the names of those granted for the jointure of Alice Botiler in 
1464 and certain pastures in Rixton, to the yearly value of £12, 
to be held for the use of William Mascy during his life, and then 
to the trustees for them to hold the same for seven years, for 
raising of portions for William's two daughters, Anne and 
Margaret, and after the seven years have expired to the use of 
Anne, " now wife of Richard Massy"; on her death the same to 
revert to the said Richard Mascy and his heirs male, on failure of 
whom to the heirs male of Hamon Mascy, his ancestor. (R. 158.)

The following day, also at Thurstan Ti'.desley's " request," 
William Mascy grants to the same trustees his capital messuage 
in Rixton, called Rixton Hall, together with all his lands, 
tenements, and hereditaments in Rixton, Glasebroke, Pulton, 
Penyngton, and Warrington, co. Lancaster, and in Coggeshull, 
Comberbach, Nether and Over Whitley, Thelwall, and Altrin-
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cham, co. Chester, in settlement, after William's death, for the 
use of Richard and Anne Mascy and their heirs male. (R. 159.)

William Mascy's will is dated i 8th May, 1538(30 Henry VIII), 
and in it he leaves his body to be buried in the Rixton Chapel in 
Warrington Church, and makes the following bequests to his 
relations : A black garment to his son-in-law Thomas Ayston 
(Aston) ; a stagge to his brother Hamnet Mascy ; a bay nag to 
his brother James, and a gelding to his brother Richard ; to 
the Chapel of Hollyn Green a calf, to maintain God's service. 
To his mother, Mrs. Starkey, he leaves a white gelding; and a 
heifer, to keep up the Chapel of Stretton. His son John Mascy 
was to have a black ambling colt, and his other son Thomas his 
sword. He also names his daughters Anne and Mergot. (Lane, 
and Chesh. Wills, Chet. Soc., vol. li. pp. 201 and 202.) He died 
the i gth day of May, 30 Henry VIII, the inquisition after his 
death being taken 7th September, 32 Henry VIII, at which latter 
date his son and heir Richard Masc) was declared to be aged 
fifteen years and nine months. I Inq. p, m. Ditch. Lane. vol. viii. 
32 Henry VIII, No. 17.) Besides dying sei/.ed of the manor of 
Rixton, with lands there in Glasebroke, Pulton, Holyngrenc, and 
Warrington, he also held, under the king, land in Over Whitley 
and Coggeshull. (W. 102 and 103.)

This William Mascy entered his arms at the Visitation of 
Lancashire by Benalt in 1533 as, Quarterly, first, Argent, on a 

bend Sable, three covered cups of the field; second, quarterly, Gules 

and Argent, in the second quarter a mullet Sable ; third, Ardent, 

three birds close Vert; fourth, Argent, a squirrel sejant Gules, 

holding a nut Or. (Chet. Sec. Pub. vol. ci.)

William Mascy had, besides his son and heir Richard, two sons, 
Thomas and John, both of whom, as already shewn, had annuities 
for life settled upon them, and who are also named in their 
father's will.

John Mascy, in 1576, acted as guardian to his great nephew 
Hamlet Aston of Glasebroke, being then described of Hollyns- 
grene. (Duch. Lane. Plead.) He was still alive in 1588; as 
William Mascy of Rixton, Esq., leased to one John Smith on the
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gth of November, 30 Elizabeth, a messuage, cottage, and land in 
Glasebroke, the rent of which he was to pay to the said William 
" immediately after the death of John Mascie of Glasebroke, 
"gent." (Rixton Leases, No. n.)

Mr. Beamont gives William another son named Hamlet, who 
he states married Joan, daughter of William Bothe of Dunham 
Massey, but no mention appears of this Hamlet, nor is such a 
marriage recorded in the Bothe pedigrees. In the pedigree of 
the Rixton Mascys, amongst the I)ods\vorth MSS. (vol. xxxix. 
fol. 152), a like match is given, but as this Hamlet has issue  
Hamlet, William a priest, Anne, John, married to Anne, (laughter 
of Sir John Bothe of Barton, it becomes evident that the match 
is intended for that between Hamon Mascy and Johanna, daughter 
of Sir Robert Bothe of Dunham Massey. in 1438.

In Benalt's Visitation three daughters are accredited to William, 
namely, Douce, Anne, and Margaret. Douce became the wife 
of Thomas, son and heir of John Ashton of Penkcth (./Tiwyr 
<7/?!/«9/. (/w^iy'j P"/j//j. <)/ A?//r., 1567 and 1613) the marriage 
must have taken place before 1538, as William Mascy names 
"Thomas Ayston, my son-in-law," in his will. Some dispute 
arose between the Ashtons and Mascys in later years, for, 
in 18 Elizabeth, " Hamlet Ashton of Gray s Inn, son and heir of 
" Hamlet Ashton of Glasebroke, co. I^ancaster, deceased," com 
plained that, his father dying seized of certain premises in 
Glasebroke, they should have descended to his son, the com 
plainant, but that certain deeds and writings relating to the same 
coming into the possession of John Mascy of Hollingrent 
(Hollingsgrccn), co. I,ancastcr, gent., he by colour of the deeds 
entered possession, and during the minotity of the orator "has 
" taken away marl to the quantity of six thousand loads." 
Hamlet Ashton therefore prays the Court of Chancery that 
John Mascy be made to produce the writings. | Z)»f^v /VM«/., 
vol. lix. a. 13, 18 Eliz.) In another bill of complaint of the 
same date, he declares he is lawfully seized of a third part of the
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manor and moss of Glasebroke and of Glasebtoke waste, which 
he and his ancestors had enjoyed in common with Richard 
Mascye, lord of the other two parts. But now, Richard Mascye 
perceiving that " your orator is young and unskilful and without 
" friends " ; Richard further '  being a man of great wealth and 
"greatly allyed there, and having gotten sundry evidences and 
" writings into his possession, doth suborne and maintain all his 
" tenants of anothei manor called Ryxton, to enter and put their 
" cattle on the waste of Glasebroke, and hath also enclosed 
" several portions of the waste.' 1 Ashton prays, therefore, that 
John and Richard Mascye may appear at Westminster to make 
answer. The bill is dated nth March, 1576. Richard Mascy 
dying 2ist luly, 1579, answer is made to the bill, 28th January, 
1586, by William Mascie, who for himself disclaims any right cr 
claim to Glasebroke or the wastes there, named in the bill, 
excepting as guardian of his son Richard Mascie, who is about 
thirteen years old, and states that his (William's) father Richard 
Mascie was lawfully seized of the manor of Glasebroke and the 
waste, and denies that Hamlet Ashton's father was seixed of any 
part of it. (Duchy Pltad. vol. 95, a. 46.) I fancy the Ashtons 
must have been able in the end to prove their right, as when 
Richard Mascy in 1598 purchased from Ireland the manorial 
rights of Glasebrokc, there was a chief rent of six and eight 
pence dvie from John, son and heir apparent of Hamlet Ashton, 
late of Glasebroke, to the chief lord for his premises in Glase 
broke.

The other two daughters of William Mascy, Anne and Mcrgot, 
or Margaret, had portions assured them by deed, dated i6th 
April, 29 Henry VIII, (R. 158,1 and were at the time of their 
lather's death both quite young. I have not discovered if they 
married. Mr. Ijeamont gives William another daughter named 
Jane, who he states married John Davenport of Davenport, but 
by the Devonport pedigree in Ormerod's Cheshire, this Jane 
Mascy is said to be daughter and co-heir of Richard Mascy, a 
jounger brother of Sir Geofirey Mascy of Tatton. No mention 
of the Davenports occurs in any of the Mascy papers of this date.
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1538.
IX.   RICHARD MASCY, son and heir of WILLIAM, being aged 

fifteen years and nine months at the taking of his father's 
Inquisition post mortem in September, 1541, was therefore born in 
December, 1525. He succeeded to the Rixton estates, having 
married in childhood Anne, daughter of Thurstan Tildcsley of 
Wordley, Esq. When Benalt made his Visitation of Lancashire 
in 1533, the marriage had already taken place, as he states it in 
his entry of the Rixton Mascy's pedigree, remarking that " the 
" elder of them passeth not vii years." (Chetham Soc. Pub., 
vol. ci.)

In 1556 Richard Mascy set about the buying back of those 
lands and farms with which his great-uncle, Hamon Mascy, had 
endowed the chantry or chapel of Hollynfare, and which, at the 
dissolution of the chantries, i Edward VI, had been confiscated 
by the Crown. The indenture of purchase is dated 8th October,
2 and 3 Philip and Mary, by which "Sir Thomas Holcroft of 
" Valeryaull, co. Chester, Knt.'', in consideration of ,£100 re 
ceived, agrees to sell and convey to Richard Mascy of Rixton, 
Esq., ''all that the late chauntry foundet in the chapel of IIol- 
" lynfare within the parish of Warrington/' with all the lands, 
tenements, &c., to the late chantry belonging, situate in Glase- 
broke and Rixton, and let to Charles Spakeman, Hamnet Yate, 
Thomas Yate, and George Clerke, "which chauntry and lands 
" the said Sir Thomas had conveyed to him (amongst other 
" things) by the gift or grant of our Sovereign Ladye the Queen, 
'  by her graces Letters patent, bearing date Winchester 23 July 
'  in the 2d year of her reign." It is agreed that another ,£100 
is to be paid by Richard Mascy when the lands have been finally 
conveyed to him. (R. 160, 160 n, 161, and W. 100.) The Fine 
of the sale is dated at Lancaster, Monday after the Assumption,
3 and 4 Philip and Mary, Richard Massye, Esq., plaintiff, 
Thomas Holcroft, Knt., deforciant of four messuages, gardens, 
and orchards, 60 acres of land, 40 acres of meadow, 6 of pasture, 
20 of wood, and 40 of common and moor, with 100 acres of
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moss and turbary, with appurtenances in Glasebroke and Rixton, 
along with the chantry of Hollynfayre in the parish of Warrington. 
(R. 162.) The licence of alienation from the Crown is dated 
zgth May, 3 and 4 Philip and Mary, the seal to which is in splen 
did condition. ( R. 163.) A lease, dated loth Dec., 2 Edward VI, 
from the Duchy of Lancaster, shows that on the confiscation of 
the chantries, Hollynfare and its lands of endowment were let to 
Sir William Norreys, Knt., for 21 years, at ^5 a year, to be paid 
into the Duchy revenues. (R. 160 c.) I conclude he must have 
surrendered this lease, as no mention is made of its existence in 
the deeds of conveyance and sale from Holcroft to Mascy. In 
1560 and 1561, Richard paid four shillings as his fine for homage, 
&c., to the Crown for the chantry of Hollynfare. (W. 101.) He 
bound himself to Thomas Boteler, the feudal lord of Rixton, the 
18th April, 1563, to pay 20 pence yearly for his homage and 
fealty at Bewsey, at the close of Easter each year. (Homage 
Roll of Warrington, p. 38.)

Richard Mascy, by deed dated igth December, 14 Elizabeth, 
grants to William Liversage of Whilock, co. Chester, Esq., and 
John Massie of Coddington, Esq., certain premises in Warrington, 
Fulton, Fernehead, Rixton, and Glasebroke, co. Lancaster, and 
in Thelwall, co. Chester, of the yearly value of ̂ 20. os. o<i., to be 
held in trust for the use of '' Dorothy Massie, daughter and heir 
" of Peter Danyell, deceased, and now wife of William Massie, 
'  son and heir apparent of the said Richard Massie," as was 
specified and agreed on in a pair of indentures of the marriage 
contract of the said William and Dorothy, made between Richard 
Massie of the one part, and Thomas Danyell of Over Tabley, 
co. Chester, of the other, and dated i4th December, 14 Elizabeth. 
(R. 164.) Dorothy Danyell was declarer!, at the death of her 
father, Peter Danyell of Over Tabley, the Qth November, 1557, 
to have been aged four years and three months (Ormeroifs 
Cheshire, vol. i. p. 473); and she was evidently under the guar 
dianship of her uncle, Thomas Danyell, who succeeded her 
father in the possession of " The Hall of the Wood," in Over 
Tabley.
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A bill was filed in chancery, 25 Elizabeth, to perpetuate testimony 
of a claim, in which William Mascy of Rixton, and Dorothy his 
wife, .the (laughter and heir of Peter Danyell, late of Over Tabley, 
co. Chester, recite how Dorothy's late father was, by Letters 
Patent dated loth April, 3 and 4 Philip and Mary, granted the 
capital messuage with appurtenances, called " The Hall of the 
" Wood," situate in Over Tabley, co. Chester, to be held of the 
king and queen, by knight's service "in capite;" and Petei 
Danyell dying so seized of the same, they ought to have descended 
to the said Dorothy, his daughter, but that one Peter Danyell, son 
and heir of Thomas Danyell, a younger brother of Peter Danyell, 
deceased, " dothe wrongfully detain possession of the premises 
" and to give colour to his unlawful and injurious dealings hath 
" published that Peter Danyell, the father of Dorothy, made his 
"last will and testament the 271)1 day of July, 1557, and by it 
''bequeathed the premises to Peter Danyell junior and his heirs 
" male ; whereas Dorothy and William say they are able to show 
" the true will of Peter Danyell the senior, of the same date, 
"' written in his own hand, where there is no mention of such a 
' demise." (W. 105.) It is feared that Dorothy was unable to 
prove the will to be forged, and therefore did not obtain her 
rights ; at any rate Peter Danyell, junior, and his descendants 
continued to possess the debated estates.

Richard Mascy and William his son, on ist August, 1574, 
granted to Edward Tildesley of Morleys, co. Lancaster, and to 
William Starkye of Stretton, a rent charge of ^40 a year, to 
take effect on Richard's death, for securing portions of 100 marks 
apiece to such of Richard Mascy's daughters as might remain 
unmarried at their father's death. (R. 165.)

Richard Mascy died the i$th July, 21 Elizabeth, and by his 
Inquisition post mortem taken at Wigan, co. Lancaster, the 
9th October, 21 Elizabeth, it is declared that he died seized of 
the Manor of Rixton with its appurtenances 20 messuages, 
2 cottages, i water mill, i windmill, 50 acres of land, roo acres 
of meadow, 300 acres of pasture, and 50 of moor, moss, and
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turbary with appurtenances in Rixton ; the right of fishing in the 
Mersey; also, 4 other messuages, gardens, and orchards, with 
20 acres of land, 6 of meadow, 20 of pasture, and 20 of moor, 
moss, and turbary, with appurtenances in Rixton and Glasebroke 
once parcel of the Chantry of Hollynfare, lately dissolved. Also 
the manor of Glasebroke with its appurtenances, 6 messuages, 
4 cottages, 10 gardens, 50 acres of land, 20 of meadow, 50 of 
pasture, and 100 of moor, moss, and turbary, with appurtenances 
in Glasebrook. Of these, the messuages and gardens, &c., late 
the possession of the Chantry of Hollynsfare are held of the 
Queen by military service  ' in capite, 1 ' and are valued at a clear 
annual rent of xxxs ; the remainder of the premises being held 
of Thomas Butler, Knt., by military service, and by a rent of 
£i 2s. ^y^d., and valued yearly at ,£xvj. He was also seized of 
two burgages and two gardens, with appurtenances, in Warring- 
ton, held of Sir Thomas Butler, Knt., by fealty, and valued at 
eight shillings a year. In the margin of the Inquisition it is 
noted that Richard Massie, being seized of all these lands, had 
by a deed dated i7th September, 20 Elizabeth, granted to Sir 
William J5othe, Knt., and others, his manors and lands for the 
use of the said Richard for his life, and, after his death, to the 
use of Richard the son of William Massie, son and heir to the 
said Richaid, and to the male heirs of Richard Massie the 
younger, and for default to the use of William Massie, son of the 
said William Massie, and his male heirs, and for default to 
Thurstan Massie. Richard Massie, further, died seized of a 
messuage and three acres of land, meadow, &c., in Fernehe.id, 
held, with other land, of Thomas Langton, Esq., in socage, and 
valued at eighteen shillings. (R. 169.)

Besides William, the son and heir, Richard Mascy had 
Richard, the second son, living November, 1615, when he is 
named in the settlement made on his nephew William's marriage. 
(R. 174.) He was the father of four sons, Thurstan, Richard, 
Thomas, and Tildesley, all named in his wili in 1632. Of these 
four sons, in a settlement of March, 1642, Thurstan is described
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"of Southwarke, co. Surrey," and Thomas, "of Rixton." 
(R. 185 B.)

In August, 8 James I, William Tatton of Withernshawe, 
gave this Richard a lease of a farm at Etchells, co. Chester, for 
the lives of his two sons Richard and Thurstan Mascy (Rixton 
Leases, No. 162), which lease was assigned in 1625 to William 
Mascy, his nephew. (W. 111.)

Thomas Mascy, this Richard's third son, became a yeoman, 
holding farms in Rixton and Glasebroke of the head of his 
family. In October, 1629, we find Richard Mascy, the then 
lord of Rixton, leasing to his kinsman Thomas, for 21 years, a 
certain messuage, &c., in Glasebroke, on payment of ;£6o fine 
and an annual rent of zos. lod. (Rixton Leases, No. 43.) And 
the 2oth October, 1641, a cottage in Rixton is let to him for the 
lives of Thomas himself, of Anne his wife, and of Dorothy their 
daughter. (Rixton Leases, No. 156.) He surrendered these 
leases 23rd February, 1655, to Gilbert Ireland, who then held 
the confiscated estates of " Squire " Mascy, and on payment of 
^£30 obtained a new lease of his premises for the same three 
lives, and at a yearly rent of only 8s., with the doing of "one 
" day's weedinge of corne, one day's drawing turves, one day 
" filling and hooking marles, two sufficient rent hens at St. 
" Thomas the Apostle's ' feast,' together with the shearing of one 
" half acre of corne and setting up the same in riders of eight 
" sheaves betwixt the number of thirteen and fifteen thraves of 
"the said half acre." He was also to grind all his corn and 
grain at Ireland's mill, appear and do suit at the court, &c., 
besides all the amercements, boons, services, &c., usually due 
for the lands. (Rixton Leases, No. 142.)

The above-named Richard made his will the 2;th of December, 
1632, describing himself therein as "of Rixton, gentleman." 
He directed that he was to be " buried at my Parish Church of 
" Warrington in our auntient buriale (place) wheare my ancestors 
" have been laide." He divides his goods into three equal parts, 
one of which he leaves to his " now wyfe, : ' Margaret Mascye : 
another part to his sons Richard, Thomas and Tildesley Mascy,
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" equally to be devided amongst them for their childe's portions." 
The third part he reserves for himself, out of which his debts and 
funeral expenses are to be paid, and " unto Thurstan Mascye my 
" sonn the sum of Fortie shillings for a full satisfaction of his 
" chyldes p' of goods in regard that the said Thurstan hath been 
" a chargeable chyld unto me and hath putt me to more chardge 
" than any other of my children are like to have for their 
" portions." The residue of his own part of his goods was to 
be divided between his wife Margaret and his son Richard. He 
desires that whereas " theire is a bedsteed of myne within the 
" Hall of Rixton in my nephewes chamber," it is to form part of 
his goods to be divided. The will was proved in April, 1633. 
(Chester Registry of Wills.) He was buried at Warrington, 171)1 
February, 1632-3. , ...0

The third son of Richard, " the squire " of Rixton and AnpeiHHARY.| 
Tildesley, was James Mascy, named in the settlement of 
November, 1615. He entered Gray's Inn in 1587, and married 
Elizabeth, daughter of John Singleton of Staining (St. George's 
Visit., 1613), but left no issue. He was buried at Warrington, 
2Qth January, 1628-9, being described in the Parish Register as 
" gent and lawier."

Another son was John Mascy, named in the will of his sister 
Dorothy Mascy in 1600, with his brothers Richard and James, 
but no mention is made of him in the settlement of 1615, 
which leaves one to suppose he was then dead, and probably 
he died childless, as the Rixton property was settled, on failure 
of the male issue of William, Richard, and James, on John 
Mascy of Layton, who was a cousin. Of daughters, Richard 
Mascy had by Anne Tyldesley three, namely, Mary, Jane, and 
Dorothy.

Mary Mascy married, before her father's death, Robert, son 
and heir of Robert Blundell of Ince Blundell. The bond from 
Robert Blundell of Ince to Richard Mascy of Rixton, to fulfil 
articles of an indenture in regard to a marriage to be had between 
Robert the son of Blundell and Mary the daughter of Mascy, is 
amongst the Blundell family papers preserved at Ince Blundell, 

it
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and is dated 3<rth day of August. . . . Elizabeth ; but the Rev. 
T. E. Gibson, who, having carefully examined all the Ince 
Blundell muniments, kindly affords me this information, notices 
that, curiously enough, the year of the Queen's reign has been 
omitted, and no further deeds appear relating to the marriage. 
As Robert Blundell, their heir, was, at St. George's Visitation 
of Lancashire, declared to be aged forty years in 1614 (Chct. Soc. 
vol. Ixxxii. p. 77), we may conclude that the marriage of Mary 
Mascy with Robert Blundell took place about the 151!: year of 
Queen Elizabeth's reign. She was still living in 1614.

Jane Mascy, daughter of Richard, is, I conclude, the Jane 
Mascy named in the will of her grandfather, Thurstan Tildesley, 
in 1547, and she married, iQth February, 5 Elizabeth (1563), 
Hamlet, son and heir of Thomas Bruche of Bruche, co. Lan 
caster. On 6th February, 5 Elizabeth, Richard Mascy, in 
consideration of this marriage, had undertaken to pay ,£200 in 
various stated sums to Thomas Bruche, but it appears by plead 
ings in Chancery that he failed to perform his part of the 
contract, the executors of Thomas having to sue him for what 
remained. (Duck. Lane. Plead., 5 Eliz., vol. xvi., V. No. i.)

Dorothy, Richard Mascy 's other daughter, died unmarried in 
1605, making her will the r4th May, 1600. In it she names her 
brother Richard Mascy, with his children Dorothy, Richard, and 
Anne, also her brothers John and James Mascy, and her cousin 
Thurstan Tildesley, with his children Edward, Thomas, and Anne 
Tildesley. Her will was proved 23rd September, 1605 (Chester 
Registry).

Richard Mascy's wife Anne (nee Tildesley) survived him some 
years, being alive ist August, 33 Elizabeth, when she joined with 
her son William in the letting of a farm at Rixton. (Rixton 
Leases, No. 121.)

#tasci>. 1579-
X. WILLIAM MASCY, son and heir of RICHARD, was born in 

1552, being aged 27 years at the date of the taking of his father's 
Inquisition post mortem, the gth October, 2 1 Elizabeth ; and he
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married, as already mentioned (in 1572), Dorothy, daughter 
and heiress of Peter Danyell of Over Tablcy.

By an indenture, dated isth January, 17 Elizabeth, he and his 
wife assign to Richard Mascy (his father I, an:l to Edward Tildesley 
of " Morlet," co. Lancaster (his uncle), the jointure of £20 
a year which had been settled upon Dorothy Danyell on her 
marriage with the said William Mascy. The same jointure was 
by this deed to be held by Richard and Edward during William's 
life, on this condition, that " for the life of the said William, 
" Richard Massye and Edward Tildesley are to well and sufti- 
" ciently fynde and maintain the said William and Dorothy his 
" wife, and also one man servant and one maid servant to attend 
" and wait upon the said William and Dorothy ; with meat and 
" drink, clothes and lodging at the now dwelling house of Richard 
" Massye, or at the dwelling house of Edward Tildesley where he 
" shall be conversant and abiding." ( R. 167.)

Livery, under the Great Seal, was granted to William Mascy, 
gent., the i6th of May, 22 Elizabeth, of all the premises in 
Lancashire of which his father, Richard Mascy of Rixlon, Esq., 
died seized held of the Crown. (R. 170.)

The parish church of Warrington was about this time being 
restored and enlarged ; by which latter, it seems the Mascy 
Chapel was encroached upon, and some dispute engendered 
between William Mascy and the parish of Warrington. Dr. 
Leche, Chancellor of the Consistory Court of Chester, was, there 
fore, called upon to decide between the parties, and on the 
12th April, 1586 (28 Elizabeth), he made the following award 
" between Mr. William Massie and the Churchwardens of the 
" Church of Warrington concerning a distance of place between 
" the chapel of the said Mr. Massie and the said parish church." 
" I doe injoyne the churche wardens toe build uppe the roume 
" or place betweene the steeple and Mr. Massie his chappell 
" upon the charges of the parish. And for that (as the said 
" chappell is nowe altered from the frame or fasshion of the oulde 

it 2
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" buildinge) ihe saide buildinge by the parish toe be made cannot 
" convenientlie and decently goe forwarde withoute some de- 
" facinge either of the said churche or of the saide chappell 
" except the saide parishe maie build upon the arches and piller 
" of the said chappell. Therefore I do order that the saide 
" parishioners shall give and allowe toe the saide Mr. Massie the 
" sum of fyve poundes of lawfull money towardes the charges he 
" hath been att in makinge the saide piller and arches. And that 
" the saide Mr. Massie and his heires shall forever hereafter 
" suffer and permitt the saide parish toe laie theire buildinge up 
" of that saide rowme or place upon the saide arches and piller." 
In case William Mascy or the parish will not agree to this 
decision, they are to show cause, Ac. " Moreover for that one 
" William Shire freemason one of the workmen of the saide 
" chappell affirmeth that the saide arches are weake and flatte 
" and not able to beare a greate waighte therefore the church- 
" wardens be admonished that they overcharge not these twoe 
«' arches with toe much waighte upon perill to re-edify and make 
" uppe the same againe at the charges of the parishe." The 
award being agreed to by the various parties concerned, Mr. 
Mascy having received the said five pounds, " agreed to permitt 
" the said parish to erect their buildinge upon the piller and 
"arches aforesaide.'' The instrument of agreement being made 
public, at the request of the parish, by " Mr. Parson Hunvard," 
and by Gilbert Taylor acting for Mr. Mascy, the 2oth October, 
1586, it being recorded in the presence of Edward Butler of 
Bewsey, Esq., Thomas Norris, gent., John Asshton, gent., 
" Simon Hurward, parson there,'' John Stopforth, one of the 
churchwardens, and Gilbert Taylor, &c. (R. 171.)

From the wording of this Award one is led to conjecture 
that the Mascys had lately made some alterations in, or rebuilt 
their chapel, which seems confirmed by Sampson Erdeswicke 
having a few years before (in 1572) called it " le Nova Capella." 
It was doubtless when the alterations in the church at this time 
were taking place that the crypt was filled up, as noticed in 
Warnn%ton Church Notes,
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In 1587, William Mascy, with Miles Gerard, was called upon 
to furnish a demi-lance towards the armament of the country. 
He died in 1595, having had by his wife, Dorothy Danyell, 
Richard (who succeeded him), William (a priest, named in 
Dugdale's Visitation of Lancashire, 1664, and on whom the 
Rixton estates were settled, in failure of his brother Richard's 
male issue in 1578), and Thurstan (also named in the settlement 
of 1578) ; but of neither can I learn more. There do not appear 
to have been any daughters, or, if there were, they perhaps died 
in infancy. Dorothy survived her husband some years, and had, 
39 and 40 Elizabeth, some trouble to obtain a portion of her 
jointure, having to sue certain tenants for unlawful possession of 
premises in Rixton and Glasebroke and Eernehead. (Ditch. Cal. 
of Pleadings, vol. iii, p. 379.)

ci). 1595-
XI.   RICHARD MASCY succeeded to his father's estates in 1 595, 

and as he was aged 13 in 1586 (Ditch. Pleadings, vol. xcv. 46 A ), 
was born in 1573. He married (but in what year I cannot dis 
cover) Ann:, daughter of Richard Middleton of Middleton Hall, 
co. Westmoreland. (Du^dalcs Visitation, 1664.,

In July, 1597, Edward Norris of Speke, Henry Stanley of 
Bickerstath, and Richard Mascy of Rixton, Esquires, made an 
agreement with Miles Gerard of Ince, Esq., concerning the fur 
nishing of one demi-lance " for her majesty's service in warres," 
by which the three agreed to pay £12 to Miles Gerard for their 
three parts of the expense of this demi-lance. Gerard on his 
part undertakes to find the said demi-lance's horse and his furni 
ture, viz., "arrow complete, lance staffe and cast of pistolles, 
" sword, dagger, and girdle, demi-lance saddle, brydle, aud their 
"furniture all new and serviceable, of the value of -£ ; 105." 
He is also to keep in readiness " the demi-lance horse with a 
" rider arrayed and well appointed," in case they are required. 
It is further agreed that if the lance is called to serve in the 
wars, then the three are to pay Miles Gerard £,2 each for his 
expenses, but if, after being called out, he is not required to go
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to the wars, then Gerard is to refund to each of them their £2.
(W. io6.j

The 14th April, 1598, Richard Massye was able, for the sum 
of ,£50 paid to Thomas Ireland of Bewsey, co. Lancaster, Esq. 

(now his superior lord in place of the Butlers) to change the 
tenure of his manors of Rixton and Glasebroke  which had 

hitherto been held "of the manor of Warrington by Knight's 

" service, suite to the Corte Baron of the said Thomas as of his 
" manor of Warrington, de tribits sefttimanui in /res septii>iani/s, 

" and also by suite to the Corte Leete of our Sovereigne Ladie 

" the Queen, twyce in the yeare houldcn at Warrington,'' and by 
a yearly rent of jQ\. 2s. i\ti. for Rixton, 12^. for Glasebroke, 

and 5-f. ^d. for premises in Warrington into a socage tenure. 
Thomas Ireland releasing for himself and his heirs all claim to 

Knight's service, suit of Court Baron, homage, ward, marriage, 
and relief in any way formerly due from the said manors, saving 

a rent of id. yearly for the manors of Rixton and Glascbroke 
and the premises in Warrington, with fealty and appearance at 

the Court Lect twice a year. Thomas Ireland and Mary his wife 
giving full warranty of the change. (R. 173.) For a further sum 

of ^.50, Thomas Ireland sells all manner of improvement and 

encroachment made in the lordship of Rixton and Glasebroke ; 
with all wastes and commons, waifs, wards, and other manorial 
rights, together with (>s. Sd. chief rents, with all the duties and 
services payable and due from John Ashton, son and heir of 

Hamlet Ashton late of Glasebroke, gent., deceased. (R. 173 n.)

In iCio, Rich.,i\l Mascy being seized jointly with Thomas 
Wilnc of a close in I'oulio:-. called "y e Botliomes. 1 ' containing 

4^ acres and 32 wood falls, they agreed to divide the same, 
22nd May, S James I. (W. 109.)

Richard Mascy of Rixton was executor to the will of Henry 
Byrom of Uyrom, dated i4th April, 1613. (W. 110.)

In February, i i James I 11613). wc come across the reward to 
a faithful ser\ant in the shape of a lease, granted by Richard 
Mascy of Rixton to Isabel Daniel), alias Hall.  ' in consideration 

" of twenty marks, but most especially for the consideration of
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" her long and trustie service of twenty years done to Dorothy 
 ' Mascy, mother of the said Richard, and the said Dorothy before 
" her death willing and requiring that so it be done,'' of the 
messuage and tenement in \Yarrington, late in the tenure of 
George Keuardale, for the term of twenty-one years, at a yearly 
rent of seven shillings and the usual boons, averages, &c. (Rixtoti 
Leases, 208. i In the inventory of Richard Mascy's goods in 1645, 
one of the rooms in Rixton Hall is called  ' Isabellc's chamber" ; 
perhaps this was in memory ot the faithful servant of the family.

On i ith November, 1615 (13 James I), an Indenture was made 
between Roger Uradshagh of Haigh. co. Lancaster, Esq., of one 
part, and Richard Massye of Rixton, Ksq., and Hamlet, his son 
and heir apparent, ot t':ie other, which states that a marriage is to 
take place at or before St. Andrew the Apostle, in Winter next 
ensuing, between Hamlet Massye and '  Doretye," daughter of 
Roger Bradshagh. and that in consideration of this marriage 
and of jCloo by Roger to Richard paid, the two Massyes 
undertake to convey to Sir Richard Mulyneux of Sefton, Knt. 
and Banneret, Sir George Bothe of Dunham Massye, Knt. and 
Baronet, Sir Peter Legh of Lyme, Knt., and Robert Blundell of 
Gray's Inn, co. Middlesex, as Trustees, the manors of Rixton 
and Glasebroke, with all manorial rights, also land and premises 
in Pulton, Fernyhead, and Warrington, so as to insure a jointure 
of ^60 a year to Dorothy, as wife of Hamlet. The estates are 
to be held for the use of Hamlet and Dorothy, and after their 
death to the use of Richard the father, if he live so long, he 
being bound to maintain I lamlrt's children. On his death the 
estates were to pass to Hamlet's sons in tail male, " for default to 
" Richard Massye, uncle to Richard Massye, the partie to these 
"presents," and his heirs male; for default " to James Massye, 
'  another uncle to the said Richard Massye, the partie to these 
" presents,'' and his heirs male ; for default to John Massye of 
Laytou, co. Lancaster, Esq., and his heirs male ; for default to 
William Massye of Cadueshed. co. Lancaster, and his heirs 
male ; for default to Thomas Massye, one of the brothers of 
William Massye of (Jadueshed, &c. ; remainder to the right
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heirs of the said Richard. Power was given to raise Dorothy's 
jointure by another ,£40 a year if she survived Hamlet, and had 
issue by him, and remained unmarried. Powers were also given 
to raise ^200 a-piece for each of Richard's daughters, and 
J£T,OO for each of Hamlet's, while twenty nobles a year for 
Richard's, and £\o a year for Hamlet's younger sons was 
arranged for. A further clause to the settlement was added, 
that if Hamlet's eldest son or heir married without the consent 
of Hamlet (or, if he was dead, of Richard), that then this heir 
was to forfeit 2,000 marks to the heirs of Richard. Roger 
Bradshagh signs this deed, dating it i4th November, 1615. 
The seal bears, Quarterly, first, tu'o bendlets between two martlets; 
second and third, tlircc bars; fourtli, a mullet. On a helm with 
mantling is a stag near a tree. (R. 174.) I name this seal 
because the first quarter is different to the arms given in Flower's 
Visitation of Lancashire, 1567, where they appear : Argent, two 
bends Sable, a crescent for difference, for JSradshagh of Haigh, but 
are similar to the coat given by St. George, 1613.

The Fine for the settlement of the Rixton manors. &c., is dated 
Monday in the fourth week after Easter, 18 James I, Sir Richard 
Molyneux, Knt. and Banneret, Sir George Lothe, Knt. and 
Baronet, Sir Peter Legh, Knt., and Robert Blundell, plaintiffs, 
Richard Mascy, Esq. and Anne his wife, Hamlet Mascy, gent., 
son and heir apparent of Richard Mascy, Esq., and Richard 
Mascy, gent., deforciants of 32 messuages, one water mill, 35 
cottages, 10 orchards, 30 gardens, 360 acres of land, 40 acres of 
meadow, 360 acres of pasture, 2 acres of wood, 100 acres of 
furze and bog, 100 acres of moor, 100 acres of moss, and 60 
acres of turbary, with common of pasture, &c., in Rixton, Glase- 
broke, Pulton, Fearnyhead, and \Varrington, and £\ 3^. id. 
free rents, with all appurtenances and the right of fishing in the 
river Mersey. (R. 176.)

Mr. Beamont in his Mascy oj Rixton Pedigree, already quoted, 
mentions a deed dated 22nd April, 1624, by which Richard 
Mascy of Rixton, and Richard Mascy the elder, of the same
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place, conveyed land to the Mores of Thelwall in (I conclude) 
Thelwall. A deed was enrolled at Chester, 3ist March, 1624, 
by which Richard Mascy of Rixton, the younger, and Richard 
Mascy of Rixton, his uncle, sell to John More of London, and 
William More of Thelwall, his brother, a messuage in Thelwall, 
the conveyance being for the performance, in part, of covenants 
contained in certain indentures made by the same parties the 
27111 March, 1624 (29 Report Dep. Keeper P. R., p. 191), which 
is probably the sale named by Mr. Beamont, the two Mascys 
being evidently Richard, the son of William by Dorothy 
Daniell, and his uncle being Richard, son of Richard by Anne 
Tildesley, the latter being the " uncle '' named in the marriage 
settlement of 1615, and who died 1633.

Land in Thelwall was named in the contract of settlement on 
the marriage of Richard Mascy and Anne Tildesley in 1538, and 
amongst the premises charged with the jointure of Dorothy Dan- 
yell in 1572, is a farm in that town, let to John Caldwnll at i6s. 
yearly ; but no further mention occurs of Thelwall amongst the 
Mascy deeds.

In the interesting Chronicles of Thelwall, in vol. i. of " The 
"Topographer and Genealogist," by Mr. James Nicholson,F.S.A., 
mention is made of the family of Mascy of Mascy Green, in 
Thelwall ; but unfortunately the able writer offers no suggestion 
as to their pedigree, neither does he give any idea as to the 
dates when they became possessed of or when they relinquished 
their freehold. That they were of the Rixton family of Mascys 
is, I think, pretly certain, and possibly the Mascy Green men 
tioned formed part of the land in Thelwall which 1'etronilla 
Werburton brought to her husband, William Mascy of Rixton, 
in 1415. It is said that " Mascy Green" passed to the Drink- 
waters of Warburton. In October, 1723, Richard Mascy of 
Rixton refers in a letter to the sums of money which he then 
owes to a Mr. Drinkwater.

The sth October, 19 James I, 1622, Richard Mascy obtained, 
in consideration of ^,100, a lease from Sir Thomas Ireland of



122 The Mascys of Rixton. ['595 

Kewscy. Knt., for 31 years, of the corn tithes of Rixton and 

(ilasebrokc, ha\ ing to pay for the same yearly twelve pence as 

long as a lease heretofore made of the -said tithes to John Ashton 

of (ilasebroke, gent., existed, and on its expiration the sum of 

,{j 2 \ early l»i every une\pired year of the remainder of the term. 

(l\i.\lt>n /></) < .>, 27.) Tile tithe of hay and grass Masey already 

possessed.

About this date, namely 1621, a dispute arose between Richard 

Masey and Alice the wifj of William Ilawarden (formerly 

wife of Thomas Rixton), and the Rector of \Varrington, on 

account "I their ein rojelmieiH on the choir or chapel of the 

Mas<:ys in \Yarringto!i Church, tiic Rector having put a stall or 

desk, and the Ristons a large pew therein. 'I he matter being 

referred to the liishop of Chester, he ordered the Masey chapel 

to be restored to its former condition, the Rector's desk was to be 

removed, the Kixlons' | <cw taken away, and the old forms replaced ; 

Mrs. llawaideii and the posterity of Thomas Rixton beini;
' . O

assigned the lowest lorm. (l.anc. C/iiJii/ricf.) There existed, 

before the restoration of \Yarrington Church in 1858. a pew, on 

the door of which was carved, " I:K HARD MAS.-.VI: AN" DM if 17,'' 

witli the arms Qiuirtcrly, firs/, on ti l<cn<l tin\\- ccrci-ed cups; 

Si\'i>/:'''\ <inirti>'l\. in fiic .<iiini' t//ti!/'/i'/\ n iniiiicl : t/ii/'ii, tln'fc I'infs 

c/fii': /,'///'//.>. ii siiiiiiril sc/iTtf. Tins pew must have been 

carved to shew Mascy's " right " to a-seat in the parish church as 

owner ol Rixlon ; a right which the Ilishop of Chester evidently 

lecog'.iiscd, |i.>r the tamilv were Catholics, and. as we shall see, 

heavily lined for their recusancy in the next reign. Perhaps the 

carved pew door was one of the " furm> " which had to be 

replaced in die Mascv chapel m 1631.

A general pardon under the (Ireat Seal was granted to Richard 

Mascv of Kixtoi,, Ksc|., the ioth February, i Charles I (R. 177), 

which w.is probably a necessary precaution, adopted I-1 )' many 

other Catholics al this date. In i.'jg, Richard Mascye of Rixton, 

co. Lancaster. F.sq., a "convicted recusant." personally appeared 

at York "before his Majesty's Commissioners authorized to com- 

" pounde for the forfeiture ot the lands and goods of recusants
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" convicted in Lancasllirc and other counties," and he then made 
composition tor himself, Anne his wife. Hamlet his son, and 
Dorothy his daughter-in-law   of all his manors of Rixton and 
Glasebroke, and of all the messuages, lands, and tenements in 
Warringt'Mi, I'ulton, and lYnihcrton. and of the tithe of corn in 
Rixton and Clasenroke. "ami on account of this appeaiancc 
" shall be free from further disiiuieuuie and trouble as a recusant, 
"so long as lie pay to his Majestv the rent .so compounded tor." 
This composition paper is signed by Charles Radcliue. chief 
commissioner, and dated 12th 1'ecember, 16:9. ( R. i;S.) L'n- 
lorlunately, among*', the family papers it is not slated what w.is 
the rent he had to pay.

besides being. \ve hope, a devout Catholic, Richard was, 

possibly, fond of a little sport, if \ve may venture to judge 
him so from a carefully drawn up indenture ot the conditions for 

a foot race, dated iclli.May, i diaries I, between lumse'i"on the 
one parl. and John Sharpies of l-'rceklelon in the said < ounty 

(ot 1 .ancaster i, gent., ot the other, "concerning a toot race, or 
" match to be run by and belweene Thomas Kothweil ol Rixton 
'aforesaid, yeoman, and one man shewn 1 and called bv die 

" name of Simon I'oynter of l-'recklcton, husbandman.'' It is 
agreed that Richard or his assigns shall bring Thomas Rotbwell, 

"if he then live-til." three " trycrs." and one judge, lo Kirkhani 
Cross, co. Lam astcT, upon ihe jatli day ot lime next ensuing, 

before two o'clock in the afternoon U> run the fool race with and 
against Simon I'oynter Ironi this Cross in Kirkiiam to ihe Maypole 

m \\eeion. within the same county, and back lo the Cross. " ihe 

" ending place of the race," for the sum of ,{_,-O. Richard Mascy, 
or his assigns, being bound to deposit this sum of ,/\JQ, before the 

race begins, in the keeping " ot one sullmenl man then shewed 
''and chosen to be jiuiger ol the said toot race ;" so lli.il it it is 
judge/! 'liiomas Rothwell loses the race to Simon I'oynter, " die 

 ; money may immediately be paid by the judgei " to John 
Shaiples. Mascy furiher co\'en,i n ts lhal if. after the starling, 
1 honias Rothweli, Rn hard Mas< y, or his assigns, "shall wiil- 

" fullie or willmglie caste downe or hinder the said Simon
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" Poynter during the continuance of the said foot race, by the 
"judgment of the greater number of the tryers," that then the 
^20 deposited by Mascy shall be paid over to Sharpies. A 
forfeit of £\a is to be paid if Mascy does not bring his man to 
the start. John Sharpies is bound by exactly the same conditions 
both as to the £20 and the racing, &c. This curious agreement 
was signed in the presence of Thomas Horner, Marmaduke 
Banister, John Thelwall, &c., is signed by " Richarde Mascy," 
and sealed with, on a shield Quarterly of four : first, on a bend 
three covered cups ; second, quarterly, a mullet in the second 
quarter; third, three birds close ; fourth, a squirrel sejant. (Jtixton 
Leases, 313.)

Richard Mascy died in 1645, being buried at Warrington, i4th 
January, 1645. An " Inventory of all the goodes and chattels of 
" Richard Mascye of Rixton in the co. of Lancaster, Esq., 
"deceased, prised and vallued by Henry Chiveley, William 
'  Spakeman, Thomas Mascy and William Clare, the igth dale of 
" January, 1645," shows he possessed the usual farm stock, corn, 
and implements ; amongst the latter being two coal carts, ' : one 
" olde and one new coal waine." The rooms enumerated in 
Rixton Hall are "The Chappell Chamber," "The Little Parlor," 
"The Great Parlor," "The Bride's Chamber," "The Great 
"Chamber," " Isabell's Chamber," ''The Greene Chamber," 
"The Closet," "The Stearchead Chamber," "Mr. Thomas' 
"Chamber" (one of the sons), "Mrs. Eltonheade's Chamber" 
(one of the daughters), '  Mr. Mascy's Chamber," in which, 
amongst other things, were books to the value of three shillings 
and four pence ! " The Kitchen Chamber '' and '  Richard 
" Robinson's Chamber." There were also " The Hall," with its 
tables and forms; "The Kitchen," "The Storehouse," "The 
" old Kitchen," and " The Seller." Amongst some of the mis 
cellaneous articles valued is " i bell and part of a clock, 13^. $d." 
In this inventory no silver is named, and the linen is apprized at 
£i los. only. (R. 189.)

Amongst some accounts dated 241)1 January, 1645, f°r t' ie 
funeral expenses of Richard Mascy, the following items occur: 
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The church dues, 23., for making the grave, is.; for ringing, 3*. y 
the coffin, IDS. ; for links and chist (?) 15^'.; to the poor, 51.. 
for bread and drink, ^3 ; and for wine, 3*. 3</. Possibly Richard 
had been ill for some time, as amongst the wages paid to servants 
is £2 to " The Nurse." There were fifteen men paid as 
'  servants," and nine women including the nurse. There arc- 
also receipts dated 2gth January, 1645, for /^zo 2s. 6i/.; and 
again, 8th February, 1645, for ,£25, paid by John Piers to John 
Hampson, "for Air. Richard Mascy's, of Rixton, composition made 
" for his estate, 1644.'" The sum of ,£44 was paid the year before 
on account of this same composition. (Tempest Papers, box 69.)

Richard's wife, Anne, predeceased him, being buried at War- 
rington Church, loth December, 1636 ; hardly a month after her 
eldest son Hamlet. The issue of the marriage were Hamlet, 
son and heir, Thomas, and William ; with four daughters, Prisca, 
Elizabeth, Mary, and Anne.

Thomas Mascy, the second son, to whom his father, on 2nd 
February, 1616, leased the tithes of hay and grass in the town 
meadows of Rixton, with the hereditaments belonging, for eighteen 
years, at a yearly rent of three shillings (due to the Parson of 
\Varrington Church, at Easter) and also three peppercorns. 
(Rixton Leases, 315.) He is stated in Dugdale's Visitation to 
have been a soldier, and died unmarried in Flanders. Flis will 
was made 2nd August, 1622, before he started for the wars.

William Mascy, third son, was baptized at Warrington, 2nd 
July, 1599; and his father, in February, 1616, secured to him an 
annuity of 20 nobles out of premises in Rixton. \Rixton Leases, 
101.) He married jane, daughter of Edmund Standish, a 
younger son of Standish of Standish, and had by her two sons, 
Thomas and Hamlet, both of whom arc named in the deed 
of settlement on the marriage of Richard Mascy " the younger " 
of Rixton with Mary Plowclen, in 1642. William is in this deed 
described as " late son of Richard Mascy the elder, party to 
"these presents," which proves lie was dead before 1642. 
William's elder son is called Thomas Mascy of Standish, where it 
is concluded he resided. (R. 185 B.)
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Richard Mascy's daughter Prisra was granted by her father, 
the iSth lanuary. 17 lames I (16191, a rent charge of ,£100 for 
two years as her child's portion. Ms.. 175.) She died unmarried 
in 1623, l)eiii'_r buried at Warrington the 13th August in that 
year.

Kli/.abcth Mascy was baptised at \Varrington 2oth July, 1601, 
and married Abraham I.angton of the Lowe, co. Lancaster, 
i Dugdale's I'isil. of T,nnc.\

Mary Mascy married Kdward Kccleston of Kccleston, co. 
l.anca^.ter. and had by him a daughter, who was buried at War- 
rmplon 9th Julv, 1629. She married, secondly, lohn Warde of 
Capeslhornc. co. Chester, but had no i.-sue. '1'his second 
marriage took place prior to 1634, for, in Michaelmas Term, 
9 Charles I. an action was brought against Richard Mascye and 
Robert 1'ilundell by Ceorge Warde of Capelthorne [Capesthorne], 
whose son John had married Mary, the defendant Masry's 
daughter, and who had promised her a dower of ^1000 
upon certain conditions. (Lane. Recoxl Stries E.\clieq. D'*[>os.) 
Some portion of the promised dower must have been money 
derived from Mascy's Kccleston marriage, as Richard Mascy 
was only empowered to raise ,£200 for each of his daughters. 
(R. 174).

Anne Mascy, another daughter, married Richard, son and heir 
ol Richard Kltonhed of KHonhed-in-Sutton, co. Lancaster. The 
2oth April. 13 Charles I (16371, Richard Mascy, acting on the 
powers contained in the settlement of 161;;, granted to Richard 
Kltonhed, the father, an annuity of _/, 100 for two years (the same 
to commence after Mascy's death), as the portion due to Anne. 
(R. iSi.)

Hamlet, " eldest son and heir apparent, while he lived, of 
"Richard Mascy," married, as stated in November, 1615, 
Dorothy Rradshagh, and dying "/// rita patris," was buried at 
Warring!on the 2ist November, 1636, having had by his wife four 
sons and three daughters, namely -.

Richard Mascy, the eldest son, succeeded his grandfather in 
the Rixton estates.
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Thomas Mascy. the second son. was born in 1622, and became 

a priest, lie was educated at the Jesuits' College at St. (>mers in 
I'.el'^ium. where lie studied to the end of ' ; Poetry." /.<'., the 

highest class but one in the course. He entered the Knghsh 

College at Rome ist November, 1642. under the alias of Middleton 
ihis paternal grandmother's maiden name). He was ordained 

priest 8;h December, 1647. and was sent on the Knglisli mission 
18th April. 1648 (J-'r. 1'oley's Records En^. fruits, series xii.) 
He was living in May, 1672, and was then residing in Paris, 

from whence he wrote to William lllundell of Crosby. In 
November. 1652, he petitioned Parliament lor the annuity ol ,/, 10 

due to him for life out of his brother Richard Mascy's forfeited 
estates in Pulton, Fernehed, and \Varriugtun, which annuity had 

been granted by his father Hamlet in an indenture dated iSth 
June, 7 Charles I. to the following trustees for his use, namely. 
James Anderton of Clayton, Kdwird Dumville of I,vine, and 

William Radclyff of Manchester : the grant to take effect on the 
death of his grandfather or father, whichever lived the longest, 

lu this petition Thomas's mother. Dorothy Mascy, makes oath 
that she "intermarried in 1615 with Hamlet Mascy, son anil heir 

" apparent, while he lived, of Richard Mascy of Rixton, deceased, 
" by whom she had four sons, namely, Richard. Thomas, George,
 ' and William i which William is since dead), and three daughters, 

" Anne, Dorothy, and Klleii." She further declares that her 
husband died sixteen years ago, and Richard Mascy the elder, 

his father, in January. 1645  " immediately whereupon the 
'' manors, lands, .\:c., charged for the said annuities, lell under 

" sequestration for the delinqueneye of Richard Mascye, eldest 
"son and heyre of the said Hamlet by this deponent." (R. 194.) 

Thomas Mascy is also named in the marriage settlement of his 
nephew Hamlet Mascy with Margaret More in 1662. i R. 201.1

George Mascy, the third son, was born before 1631, but though 
he is named in the settlement of 1662, I can find no further 
mention of him.

William Mascy. the fourth son. died between loth March, 

17 Charles I (when he is named in his brother Richard's marriage
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settlement) and November, 1652 (as his mother's affidavit de 
clares). (R. 194.) It was one of these two last named Mascys 
who, in 1650, joined the party of Royalists who plundered the 
Rectory of Wimvick, and thereby caused the apprehension and 
undeserved death of the domestic chaplain at Rixton, the Jesuit 
father, John Harrison, alias Smith. I Dodd's Church Hist., 
vol. Hi., p. 312.)

The Warrington Parish Register records the burial of two sons 
of a Hamlet Mascy of Rixton, gent , namely, John, buried i4th 
September, 1636, and Hamlet, buried i6th December, 1637- 
These arc doubtless children of Hamlet and Dorothy, but they 
probably died infants, as no provision for their fortunes was 
made.

Anne, the eldest daughter of Hamlet, petitioned Parliament in 
November, 1652, fur her portion of ,£300, due out of her brother 
Richard's forfeited estates. In her petition she recites how her 
father Hamlet, by deed dated 18th January, 1631, secured to 
trustees for her use this sum. Dorothy, her mother, makes affi 
davit that she remembers her husband about 1631 making some 
provision, in the way of rent-charge, for the portions of his 
younger children, " Ellen excepted, who was not then born." 
Among those who swore to the signatures of the grants of 1631 
was one John Leigh, who states that he is " the rather induced to 
" believe the name of the said Henry Hill (one of the witnesses) 
"to be his handwriting, for that the same Henry Hill was the 
" said dcponant's schoolmaster, and did teach him amongst other 
" schollars to write." (R. 195.) This Anne became a nun in 
Flanders. (Dugdale's Visit. I

Ellen, the youngest daughter, not born until after 1631, and for 
whose portion provision was made in the articles of agreement 
prior to her brother Richard's marriage in 1640, also became a 
nun " beyond the seas." (Dugdale's I'isit.}

Dorothy, the second daughter, married " Gervas Clifton of 
" Westby in coir) Lane' gent", as he is described in the endorse, 
ment to the deed securing his wife's portion. In Dugdale's 
Visitation of Lancashire, \ 664, he is said to be a younger son of
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Sir Cuthbert Clifton of Lytham. Dorothy's portion of ,£300 
was secured by deed of i8th June, 1631, to the same trustees 
as those named for her brother and sister Thomas and Anne. 

(R. 179.)

Cl>. 1645.

XII. RICHARD MASCY, the eldest son of Hamlet and 
Dorothy, succeeded his grandfather, Richard Mascy the elder, 
in the Rixton estates, 1645, being born, I apprehend, in 1619, as 
he entered himself as aged 45 years at the Visitation of Dugdale, 
i ith March, 1664.

Articles of Agreement were entered into on 8th May, 1640, 
" between Francis Plowden of Plowden, co. Salop, and Francis 
" Plowden his son and heir, of one part, and Richard Mascye 
"the younger, son and heir of Hamlet Mascye, late of Rixton, 
" Fsq., deceased, and William Bradshugh of London, uncle of, 
" the said Richard Mascye the younger, and one specially to thii 
" purpose intrusted by Richard Mascye the grandfather," as to 
the marriage shortly to take place between Richard Mascye the 
younger, and Mary Plowden, daughter of the said Francis 
Plowden the younger. It is agreed that Richard Mascye the 
younger is to have a marriage portion of ,£1,700, of which 
£100 is to be paid to old Mr. I'lowden. and ,£1,600 to Francis, 
the father of the bride. It is covenanted that within twelve 
months after the marriage is solemni/.ed, the Mascyes are to levy 
requisite Fines and Recoveries to settle the estates, and to 
secure a jointure of ,£170 per annum for Mary, with powers 
for Richard Mascye the younger to raise it by ,£30. The 
portions of Richard the younger's three sisters, Ann, Dorothy 
and Ellen, ^300 a-piece, are to be paid on the death of
Richard the elder. (R. 183 The Deed of Settlement on
the marriage is dated loth March, 17 Charles I, and is the 
only deed of the series that has suffered from neglect, having 
been much damaged by mice. 15y it the lands in Pulton, 
Fernyhead and Warrington are charged with the jointures of 
Mary, wife of Richard Mascye the younger, as well as that of

Kt



130 The Mascys of Rixton. [1645 

Dorothy his mother, the widow of Hamlet. The manors of 
Rixton and Glasehrokc, and all lands, &c., in Rixton, Glasebroke, 
Pulton, Fcrnehead, and \Varrington (excepting the jointures 
named), " the Gatehouse," and capital messuage of Rixton Hall, 
are settled on Richard Mascye the younger and his sons in 
tail male ; in default, on George Muscye, brother of the said 
Richard the younger, and his suns ; in default, on Thomas 
Mascye, brother of George, and his sons ; in default, on William 
Mascye, brother of Thomas, and his sons; in default, on 
Thomas Mascye of Stnndish, eldest son of William Mascye, late 
son of Richard Mascye the elder, and his sons ; in default, on 
Hamlet Mascye of Standish, another son of the late William 
Mascye, deceased, and his sons ; in default, on Thurstan Mascye 
of Southwarke, co. Surrey, son of Richard Mascye, the uncle 
of Richard the elder, and his sons; in default, on Thomas 
Mascye of Rixton, another son of the said Richard, deceased, 
and his sons ; in default, on Robert Blundell of Ince Blundell, 
Esq., and his heirs, upon the body of Joane, wife of William 
Baysdon, Esq., of the parish of St. Giles', Middlesex, and his 
male heirs ; in default, on Edmund Veale of Whynis Heyes, co. 
Lancaster, and his male heirs, upon the body of Joane, wife of 
William Westwoode of London, and his male heirs ; remainder 
to the right heirs of the said Richard Mascye the elder (R. 183 B.) 
The Fine was levied in Easter term, 17 Charles I, Abraham 
Langton and Ralph Worthington being plaintiffs, Richard Mascye, 
Esq., Dorothy Mascye, widow, Richard Mascye, gent., and 
Mary his wife, deforciants of the manors of Rixton and Glaze- 
broke, 70 messuages, So gardens, 60 orchards, i dove cote, 
i water mill, 50 acres of land, 60 acres of meadow, 300 of 
pasture, 600 of moss, 100 of furze or bog, i acre of wood 
and 100 of moor, with appurtenances in Rixton, Glasebroke, 
Poulton, Eernehead, and Warrington ; likewise six shillings and 
eight pence, free rents in Glasebroke, the right of fishing in the 
Mersey and Glasebroke, with frankpledges, &c., in Rixton and 
Glasebroke. (R. 186.) The Recovery was suffered the same term, 
Sir Cecil Trafford, Knt., Francis Plowden and William Bradshagh
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being demandants, Abraham Langton and Ralph Worthington, 
tenants, Richard Mascye, gent., vouchee. (R. 185.)

The appearance of the two last-named families in the settlement 
is puzzling, as no relationship can be traced. I have been unable 
to discover that any Robert Blundell married a Joan Mascy, nor 
does any mention appear of a widow Blundell marrying a William 
Baysdon. At one time I fancied Joan might be a clerical error 
for Mary, the same Mary Mascy who, in 1573, had married a 
Robert Blundell, but as she was still living a Widow Hlundell in 
1613, and her son was aged forty at that date, I can hardly think 
it likely she took a second husband or had issue by him. The 
Joan, widow of Edmund Veale of Whynis Hcyes, presents equal 
difficulties. Perhaps she is intended for the Ellen Mascy, 
daughter of John Mascy of Lay ton, who was the wife of Edward 
Veale of Methorp, in Lancashire.

In 1642, the Parliament issued orders that all wealthy or 
dangerous Catholics should be arrested, and their estates se 
questered ; an order which doubtless caused Richard Mascy 
the younger, in his Will, to make provision for his younger chil 
dren, which he did i4th February, 1643. By it, he leaves to 
his " well-beloved wife, Mary," two-thirds of the manors, &c., 
settled on him to her use during the minority of their son and 
heir, " that she may employ the rents during that term for the 
" education and bringing up in virtue and learning of any such 
" younger child or children as I shall have at the time of my 
" death, for the raising of them stocks in money or otherwise for 
" their maintenance, and to perform according to her wisdom 
"and discretion." (R. 187.) This Will never took effect, as 
Mary, the l; well-beloved wife,'' died before Richard ; being 
buried at Warrington the i7th February, 1644-5.

On the death of Richard Mascy the elder, in 1645, tnc 
estates to which Richard, his grandson, should have succeeded 
were sequestered, as mentioned in Dorothy Mascy's affidavit of 
1652. He was at this date (1645) serving in the Royal Army;
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his commission, as "captain of fifty horse in Lord Herbert's 
" regiment," is dated iSth August, 19 Charles I (1643); being 
signed by Edward, Lord Herbert i R. 1881, who, being himself a 
Catholic, collected many of the same creed tu serve under him.

On the ist January, 1651, Kdward Aspinwall of Toxteth, co. 
Lancaster, Robert Cunliffe of Sparth, and George Pigott of 
Preston, co. Lancaster, Commissioners for Sequestered Estates 
in Lancashire, grant to John Peeres of Rixton, a lease for seven 
years (counting from the 2nd February last past) of the capital 
messuage or mansion house called "The Hall, Rixton," with the 
demesne lands of about 162 acres of the large measure, and one 
water corn mill, " late belonging to Richard Mascy, but now for- 
 ' fcited fur recusancy and delinquencies," at a rent of ,£158 a year 
tu be paid to the Commonwealth. (R. 192.) This John Peeres, 
must, I think, have acted as agent for Richard Mascy, as he was 
much associated with his financial affairs subsequently. He had 
become a tenant of two messuages on the Mascy estate early in 
1640, and the family continued to hold farms at Rixton and 
Glasebrokc till 1774. when a John Peeres had a lease granted 
him for twenty-one years of the mill dam of Glasebioke. (Rixton 
Leases.)

The Indenture of Bargain and Sale, enrolled in Chancery, is 
dated 251)1 March, 1653, by which the six surviving Trustees 
appointed by two several Acts of Parliament, (one Act being 
entitled " An Acte tor the sale of several lands and estates for- 
" fcited to the Commonwealth for Treason," and the other " An 
'  Acte for the several lands and estates forfeited to the Common- 
 ' wealth for Treason appointed to be sold for the Navy,' 1 ) together 
with Matthias Valentine, one other Trustee for the sale of forfeited 
estates appointed by Parliament, sell and convey to Gilbert Ire- 
land ol Hutt, co. Lancaster, Ksq.. for the sum uf ^Jiyzz. loj. zW. 
the manors of Rixton and Glasebroke, and all other the posses 
sions (except those charged with certain jointures and annuities), 
late parcel of the freehold estate of Richard Mascy of Rixton.
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Gilbert Ireland was to hold the same during the natural life of 

the said Richard Mascy. The Indenture was acknowledged and 

passed the 26th August, 1653, by " Robert Keylway, Master of 
''the Chancery in Ordinary." (R. 196.) On the petition of 

Alice, Richard's second wife, she was, 26th November, 1650, 
ordered to receive one-third of the income of her husband's 

estates as allowance for herself and children, due since 24th De 
cember, 1649, and on the 291)1 lanuary, 16^01, a like order was 

issued. (State Pilfers./ There is no trace of any settlements 

made i>n this second marriage.

On the 2nd February, 1665. Gilbert Ireland with Richard Mascy 

of Kixton leased for three years, to lane I.athom of Krlam, widow, 
two closes called the ''Ten Acre" and    Strawmcyre," being part 

of the demesne land;, belonging to the Hall of Rixton, ( Kixlon 

f.i\i5i's, 64.) which shows, 1 conclude, that at this date Mascy was 

enjoying, in right of his wife, her "third" of the Rixton property.

I'oor Richard probably lound the calls on his purse too many 

for his means, for by Deed of i 2th April. 1658, he assigned to 

John Peers ot (llasebroke and Hamlet Mascy ol Sankey, yeomen, 

and three others, all his personal estate, furniture, plate, jewels, 
&c., " being in his mansion or manor house of Rixton, wherein 

'  the said Richard now liveth," for the security of the payment 
of certain debts amounting to ,£,540, for which the suid five have 

stood surety. The Schedule expressing the goods and chattels 

intended for security shows some improvement since 1645 in the 
furnishing of Rixton Hall. There are in the " Dyneringe Roome,'' 

besides the usual tables and court cupboard, " one do/en and a 
" half leather chairs" : and whereas in the inventory of 1645 only 

one bed appears (Mr. Mascy'si as having valence and hangings, 
now four others claim similar luxuries. Some of the rooms in 

the house have changed names, while a    New Chamber" and 

" Come Chamber" appear as additions. Of linen, there were one 

dozen pair of flaxen sheets, twenty pair of ''leere hernp''(?) sheets, 

besides six table cloths, and ten do/en napkins. There are only 

18 silver spoons mentioned ; but let us hope the Mascys were 

not so reduced in this world's goods that this represented the sole
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contents of their plate chest. We know that in 1547 Thurstan 
Tildesley left his son-in-law Richard Mascy a " gilt goblet without 
" cover," but one fears that had gone to the "melting pot" ere 
this date. " One glass case"' is also mentioned in the schedule 
as being in the " butterie," which one is tempted to wonder at. 
In the stables were nine draught horses, valued at ,-£30, six colts, 
two saddle geldings, two '' cloake bay horses,'' two pad mares, 
and one " pad nag," the whole of the twenty-two horses being 
valued at ,£84. i$j. j,d. (R. 197.1

On the grd February, 1658, Gilbert Ireland of Hutt, in considera 
tion of forty shillings, sells to Richard 1'enington of Gray's Inn, 
Pee res Lee of liruchc, and Arthur Burrows of Warrington, the 
lease he holds for Richard Mascy's life, under the Commonwealth, 
of the manors, lands, &c., in Rixton, Glascbroke, Poulton, and 
Warrington. For them to hold the same during the remainder 
of the term, at a rent of sixpence a year. (R. 198.) Whatever 
was the reason of Ireland's relinquishing the Kixton property, he 
doubtless had made a successful speculation out of it during the 
seven years he held it, as he granted new leases to nearly, if not 
all, the tenants at low rents, for considerable  ' considerations,'' 
as a bundle of twenty-four of his old leases shows.

A specimen of a Rixton lease of this date may not be unin 
teresting. I take, therefore, one, dated zoth September, 
i Charles I, by which Richard Mascy of Rixton, Esquire, lets, 
in consideration of ^8j, to John Yate of Rixton. husbandman, 
for twenty-one years, a messuage or tenement in Rixton, '' now 
"or late in the holding or occupation ol the said John Yate," 
with all its buildings, orchards, gardens, lands, meadows, under 
woods, " libertie to such common of pasture which the said 
" Richard Mascy or his heirs shall not improve or enclose in 
" Rixton." right of turbary, with ways. &c., belonging, at a yearly 
rent of ^.i. (u*. R</., "together with the yearly husbandlike 
" ploughing of one acre of ground for oats, and harrowing, 
'  weeding, shearing, and setting up the same acre in Ryders of 
" eight sheaves between the numbers of twenty-six and threttie
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" (30) thraves of the same acre, any one of the same severally in 
" their seasonable and due times without any fraucle or deceit, 
" when and where the said Richard Mascy or his heirs do appoint 
" the same acre in some part of his demesne lands within Rixton. 
" Also one day's delivering turvs, one day weeding of corn, and 
" one day leading muck, one day leading so many sufficient loads 
" of turves as the carts of the said Richard Ma^-cy and his heirs 
" do or shall usually load." Three sufficient rent hens at 
St. Thomas' b.'forc Christinas, four days' shearing of corn with 
one able and sufficient workman at the direction of the said 
Richard Mascy ; four days of corn weeding yearly, with one 
workman for the several and respective wages hereafter following, 
that is to say, for a s-hearer four pence a day, for a wceder two 
pence a day. Doing suit of Court upon reasonable summons at 
the Court of Richard Mascy, to be liolden at Hollynfare Green 
during all the said term, 01 else to be fined and pay fine upon 
neglect. To grind the com used upon the farm at the landlord's 
mill and doing all other amcrciaments, boons, duties, averages, 
services, and reasonable demands (ploughing, shearing, harrowing 
only cxccpted and foreprised) as the other tenants and plough- 
lands of the said Richard Mascy. John Yate is further bound 
to pay three shillings and four pence for every day's default in 
these services. He is also to keep in tenantable repair the 
edifices and ditches, or be fined three shillings and four pence 
each default. (Ri.\!on Leases, 3.)

The Assignment of Ireland's lease of Rixton manors to I'en- 
nington and the others was evidently on behalf of Richard 
Mascy; for the 291)1 August, 1662, an Indenture is made be 
tween Richard Massye of Rixton, Hamlet Massye, his son and 
heir apparent, of the one part. Sir Ralph liradshagh of Ilaigh, 
Knt., John More of Rirklington, co. Notts, Hugh Dieconson of 
\Vrightington. and Richard Pemiington of Cray's Inn, of the second 
part, Robert Birley of U'arrington and Robert Ashton of Salford, 
of the third part, by which, in consideration of a marriage already 
solemnised between Hamlet Massye and Margaret More, one of



186 The Mascys of Rixton. [1645 

the daughters of Sir Edward More, Baronet, deceased, brother 
to the said John More, and of ^2000, the marriage portion of 
Margaret, the Massyes undertake to settle their estates at Rixton 
so as to secure to Margaret her jointure, " and so that the manors 
" and lands, &c., may remain, as long as it pleases Almighty God 
" to keep, in the name, blood, and kindred of the Massyes ". 
For that purpose Rirley nnd Ashton are enfeoffed of the manors 
of Rixton and Glasebroke, with lands, &c., there, and in \Var- 
rington, Poulton, Fernehead, and Mosscroft. The limitations on 
the property are for the jointures of Dorothy, widow of the late 
Hamlet Massyc deceased, and for Alice Massye, now wife of the 
said Richard. The estates are settled upon Hamlet, eldest son 
and heir apparent of Richard, and his sons in tail; in default, 
on " Francis Massye, second son of the said Richard," and his 
sons ; and in default, (in " Richard Massye, third son of the 
" said Richard," and his sons : in default, on Thomas Massye, 
second son of the late Hamlet Massye of Rixton deceased, and 
his sons; in default, on George Massye, third son of the late 
Hamlet Massye, and his sons  ' Remainder to the right heirs of 
'  Richard the party to these presents." By this Settlement a pro 
vision was made that if Hamlet Massye and Margaret his wife died 
leaving no sons, but only daughters, that the sum of ^,'2000 was 
to be divided amongst them ; if only one daughter, then she was to 
receive the entire sum of ,-£2000, on her attaining the age of sixteen 
years ; and in default of this sum being paid by the then owners 
of Rixton, it should be lawful for her to distrain and re-enter 
both for the £20:0, as well as any portion of it, as also for 
damages for the forbearance. (R. 201.) The ('hiro"ranh of Fine

 T" O 1

is dated ^3rd August. 14 Charles II, Robert ISirley and Robert 
Ashton being plaintiffs, and Richard and Hamlet Massye defor- 
ciants of 38 messuages, 36 cottages. So gardens, 60 orchards, 
one dove cote, one water mill, 50 acres of land, 60 of meadow, 
300 of pasture, 600 of moss, 100 furze and bog, and one acre 
of wood : with common of pasture, &:c., in Rixton, Glasebroke, 
Poulton, Fernehead, Mosscroft, and U'urrington, with six shillings
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and eightpence free rents in Glasebroke ; the right of fishing in 
the river Mersey and Glasebroke, &c. (R. 200.)

Richard Mascy died in 1667, and was buried the 2ist Decem 
ber, at Warrington Church. In January following administration 
of his goods, &c., was granted to John Peers of Glasebroke, yeo 
man, Alice Mascy (the widow) and Francis Mascy (the son) 
renouncing.

Richard Mascy's first wife, Mary Plowden, whom he married in 
1640, died in February, 1644-5, an d be married secondly, Alice, 
the daughter of Sir Cuthbert Clifton of Lytham, co. Lancaster, 
Knt., but I have thus far failed in discovering the date of this 
second marriage. No papers are preserved to show if any 
settlement was made on her marriage ; and the Lytham Parish 
Registers extend bark only to 1679. The marriage had, however, 
taken place when I Higdale made his Visitation of Lancashire in 
March, 1664, when by it there were two children living.

By his first wife, Richard Mascy had two sons and two 
daughters, namely, Hamlet, who pre-cleceascd his father, and 
Francis, who succeeded to the family estates. 'The daughters 
were Dorothy and Frances, who were both nuns before 1664. 
The receipt for Dorothy Mascy's portion is thus worded--" I 
" under written do confesse to have recd from my nev. Mascy of 
" Rixton, Esq1"., the sum of ,£300 sterling as yc portione due to 
'' my coz. Dorothy, his dau r , for y e use and benefitt of her and 
" her Superiors at Graueling, and in witness do subscribe my 
 'name, Christ. Bradshaigh, April, 1662." (Tempest Papers, 
box 75.1 This Christopher Bradshaigh was a brother to the 
Dorothy Bradshaigh who married Hamlet Mascy, and was 
probably a priest. He acted as tutor to the Scarisbrick children.

By his second wife Richard Mascy had a son, Richard, named 
in the settlement of 1662 as "third son." lie was buried ;H 
Warrington in 1681, being unmanied. There was also a 
daughter, Catherine, said in a note amongst the Tempest Papers 
to have become a nun.

Alice Mascy, the widow, was buried at Warrington, iith May,
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1674. Hamlet, the elder son of Richard Mascy by his first wife, 
is entered in Dugdale's Visitation as aged twenty-four in 1664, 
but as his parents were not married until after 8th May, 1640, 
he could only have been in his twenty-fourth year. He married 
early in 1662, Margaret, the daughter and coheir of Sir Edward 
More, of Thehvall, (created a baronet by Charles I in 1636 for his 
fidelity,) the nephew of Dr. John More of Thehvall and Kirk- 
lington, of whom it is related that he was granted no less than 
five different coats of arms in succession, the final one being 
Sable, a cross Argent, which his great niece, Margaret Mascy, 
used. This Margaret More was baptised at Grappcnhall, i6th 
November, 1638. (The Topogiapher and Genealogist, vol. i, 
p. 440.) The only issue of Hamlet's marriage with Margaret 
More was Mary, born in November, 1662, of whom more anon. 
Hamlet died in 1665, being buried at \Varrington Church on 
December i8th ; and as he left no son, the reversion of the estates 
passed to his brother Francis. Hamlet's widow, Margaret Mascy. 
long survived him. In November, 1696. she leased to Richard 
Mascy of Rixton her " part in the manor house called Rixton 
" Hall, her one-third of the Pidgeon House, stables," &c., and 
all her portion of the demesne lands at Rixton, namely 115 
acres, for the remainder of her life for the sum of ^110 a year. 
(R. 205.) Her seal to this deed bears, On a bend three covered 
cups, and a label of three points impaled, with a cross. She went 
to reside with her daughter at Aldborough, in Yorkshire, and was 
buried at Stanwick, in October, 1704. Her Will is dated 25th 
April, 1704, '  in the 3d year of our gracious Sovereign Lord
 ' [anies the third by the grace of God King of England," &c. 
Little doubt which way lay her sympathies ! In the Will she 
describes herself as widow of " Hamlett Mascy late of Rixton, 
co. Lancaster, Esq.," and names her " cousin More of Kirk-
   lington '' and "his sister Awthas," also "my daughter, Mary 
" Meynell, and my two grandsons, George and lames Meynell." 
( //'///, penes Simon Scrape, Esq.\

On the death of Richard Mascy, in 1667, he was, on failure of 
his son Hamlet's male issue, succeeded bv his second son, Francis.
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jfranctg g. 1667.
XIII. FRANCIS MASCY, son of Richard, is not entered in 

Dugdale's Visitation of Lancashire, 1664. although he is named 
as " second son '' of Richard in the marriage settlement of 1662. 

Mr. Beamont supposes him to be by the second wife (pedigree in 
\Varrington Museum); but I am inclined to believe, from his 
bearing the Christian name of " Francis," that he was by Mary 

Plowden, the first wife, whose father and grandfather were both 

called Francis. The Plowden marriage was " shortly to be 

solemnized on the 8th May, 1640'' (R. 183) ; it is quite possible, 

therefore, for four children to have been born before she died in 
February, 1644-5, and for her to have died on the birth of her 
last child. Another reason for my considering Francis to have 

been by the first wife is, that if he had been the elder of two sons 

by Alice Clifton, the second wife, she would surely have taken 
care, when the family pedigree was recorded by Dugdale, in 1664, 

that her eldest son should have been entered, as well as her other 

children. Richard and Catherine.
There are very few traces of this Francis Mascy amongst the 

family papers, excepting a few leases granted by him between the 

dates 7th May, 1669, and zoth October, 1674.

He appears to have resided at Rixton, as, amongst the Crosby 

MSS. is a letter from Mr. William lilundell of Crosby to Thomas 

Mascy, the priest (uncle to Francis), dated 251)1 May, 1672, in 
which he names, as being amongst his guests the week before 

"at XF>," Mr. Mascy of Rixton ; and the 251!! December, 1672, this 
same Hlundell writes as follows to Francis Mascy at Rixton   " I 

" wish you a good Xmas and a happy New Year, and withal I must 

'' beg your lady's pardon in behalf of my wife, who having heard 
" nothing of her delivery till the month was complete could not 
" for that reason perform the usual ceremony, which was due to 

" have been paid at that time. My wife doth now (so late) 
" present to yours by this bearer three small sugar loaves. 1 

" would be glad to receive a pardon testified by your own hand. 

" We shall likewise be glad to hear that your little daughter is
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" well and do heartily wish that you may in good time be the 
" father of a son or two who may long continue your name in 
" that antient family." (Crosby AfSS.)

Francis Mascy's wife was named Elizabeth, but her maiden 

name and date: and place of her marriage, I have been unable to 

discover. She married secondly at \Varrington Church, 241)1 No 

vember, [683, John, a younger son of Robert Hlundell of Ince 

Blundell. William lilundell of Crosby, writing of this John lilun- 
dell's marriage with Mascy's widow, the 3rd January, 1693-4, says, 

" He now lives upon a small estate of inheritance which he hath 

" by that wife, in the furthest northern parts of Lancashire 

 'about 60 miles from hence" (Ctvs/>v JAS'.SV) John Hlundell, 
writing 3oth July, 1692, describes himself as "of Dalton, co. 

" Lancaster, 1 ' so I conclude Mrs. Francis Mascy's property was 
somewhere in l)alton-in-Furness.

Francis Mascy died 1675, tnc Warrington Register stating 

that he was "buried in the North 26th August, 1675.'' Admini 

stration of his effects was granted to Richard Chiveley and 

John Peers, his creditors Elizabeth, his wife, renouncing.
Of children by his wife, he had two who lived :  Richard, who 

succeeded him in the Rixton property, and Anne, "the little 

" daughter," named in William Blundell's letter of December, 

1672, who became a nun, and died abroad. There is an entry 
in the \Varrington Register of the burial of a Hamlet, son of 

Francis Mascy, 241)1 August, 1697, but I do not think he was a 

son of this Francis.

XUcf)<uft ^Tascp. 1675.
XIV. RICHARD MASCY, the son and heir of FRANCIS, was 

with his sister Anne, under the guardianship of their stepfather, 
John lilundell, but owing to the non-payment of the ,£2,000 

due to Hamlet Mascy's daughter and heiress, there arose endless 

money quarrels and suits betweii the lilmidells, acting for the 
infant Richard, and George Meynell, who had married the 

heiress, and now demanded her fortune. No doubt Margaret 

More's portion of .£2,000 had been received by the Mascys at
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the date of her marriage, hut since then the estate seems to have 
become impoverished, doubtless owing to the fact that its owners 
were Jacobites and Catholics, the ruin of many an ancient family 
in the i ;th century.

In 1685 we find the Meynells waxing impatient, and filing a 
bill at Trinity Term, in Chancery, against Richard Mascy, an 
infant, and John Blundell and Elizabeth his wife, mother of the 
said infant, Hugh Dickenson of \Vrightington, surviving trustee, 
Edward Trotter, Esq., Sir Richard Bradshaigh, Knt., and others, 
claiming the ,£2,000 and damages, and praying that the lands of 
Rixton and Glasebroke, &c., charged for the payment of this 
^2,000, iScc., under the settlement of 1662, might be sold to raise 
the necessary sum. The Hhmdells for themselves and the infant 
make answer that, while acknowledging the marriage settlement 
of Hamlet Mascy and Margaret More, by which this money was 
secured for Hamlet's daughter and heir on her attaining the age 
of sixteen years, wisli to point out that they are unable to pay- 
the amount. For, though in possession of part of the lands 
liable to be charged, since the complainant (Mary Meynclli 
arrived at the age of sixteen, the lands have only been worth 
_£. 120 or thereabouts, and one year, when they were only 
worth ^90. They also declare that they paid Alice, the widow 
of Richard Mascy, £, 100, and also for two years have paid ^20 
lor Richard Mascy. " That the keeping up of the estate had 
" cost them ,£300 in necessary building and repairs, and the
   reason so much had been expended was, because two kilnes 
"and one stable had been burnt down, which cost xT'3° lo 
" rebuild."

Nothing was done towards selling or mortgaging the property, 
and the charge was paid off by small sums at various dates.

On the 25th November, 1686, George Meynell writes to Hugh 
Dicconson (or Dickenson) that "Mr. John Blundcll claims too 
" much money for the maintenance of the children, tho' 1 would
 ' be kind in allowance, when I am satisfied of the care and 
" method taken for the payment." It was probably in reply to 
some remonstrance from Dicconson as to the " care and method"
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employed towards the children that John Blundell writes on 
2nd April, 1687 : "Now as to last year's profitts of the land, 
" they were employed unto the immediate use of the heire and 
" his sister, for I went over at Midsummer and paid two years'
 ' pension for him, the which with the charges of conducting 
" them thither and fetching the heire back and defending the 
" land against Mr. Meynell who pretended (as appeared by his
 ' bill) to have it sold ; but for your further satisfaction as to par- 
" ticulars, the children's Diet was sixteen poundes a year for each, 
"and here is a note under the Mother Abbess' own hand of my 
" son Massey's other expenses for his first year. I had it when 
" I went over last and paid it : and for his sister there goes nine 
" Poundes a year for apparell, learning and other necessaries 
" which makes up ^{,25 a year ; and when I put her into the 
" Cloister, 1 was forced to buy her nine changes of all sorts of 
" Linen (because they wash but once in two months) besides 
" other chargeable clothes ; so I leave it unto you to judge what 
" I have gotten by the last years protitts. At Mid-summer there 
" will be a years Pension to be paid for my daughter-in-law (step 
" daughter) also a years keeping of her brother with me, and I 
" have now against Easter so fitted him with apparell that he is 
" in a condition to be sent any whither for schooling, towards all 
" these expenses I thought you would not have scrupled to have
 ' allowed the Rents and Boones due at Our Lady Day, but Rich : 
'' Bootli tells me you will not, and if so I desire faire notice under 
" your hand and then I will send for my daughter-in-law back 
" and take bothe the children into Fumes where I can maintain 
'  them at reasonable Rates, and 1 do not question the heire's pay- 
" ment when he comes at age for their Maintenance during his 
" minority. 1 have spared neither money nor labour hitherto to 
" do Good for them and if it be not so well for the future, it 
" cannot be imputed unto me who have but ,£30 annuity from 
" my Brother. I observed my daughter in law very religiously 
" disposed and therefore I consented she should stay a year 
" longer, and I would run the hazard of paying her pension my- 
" self, but if now I must teare her from her Vocation and nippe
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" as it were in the budd all her religious thoughts and designs. 
" it will ly at your Doore. So desiring y 1 answer, I remain &c." 
( Tempest papers, box 75.1

George Meynell the elder, who managed the business affairs 
of his daughter-in-law's portion, writing to William Dirconson 
(who acted as Trustee after his father Hugh's death, 1691 i, 131)1 
February, 1693-4, says, "as to Mr. Massey, 1 am very sensible 
" that ^20 a year cannot maintain him as he ought to be, there- 
" fore at y r request I am willing to forbear ^30 a year out of 
" what you used to pay me, untill the young gentleman come att 
" age, which my sister Massy tells me will be a yeare sooner than 
" you mention."

From the various papers and bills I have had access to I sur 
mise that Richard Mascy attained his majority in 1695. Neither 
the Warrington register, nor that of l)alton-in-Furness, where I 
fancied he might have been born if his mother Elizabeth owned 
property near, throw any light as to the date of his birth. The 
glimpse we have of Richard's childhood, through John lilundell's 
letter, does not suggest much of

"Those joys which childhood calls ils own."

Like all Catholic gentlemen of that date, his education was 
received abroad ; far from home and mother ; a fugitive in a 
strange land ; trained in his religion and learning (by force of 
bis country's laws) clandestinely !

Amongst some of the accounts of expenses incurred during 
Richard's youth is a note dated 291)1 November, 1693, stating 
that on that day £1$ was paid to Mr. Henry Tasburgh for Mr. 
Massy's pension, " tho' his second year will not be compleat till 
" June next year.''' This Henry Tasburgh was of an old Norfolk 
family, and was superior of the Jesuits in the Lancashire district 
in 1701. Being the missioner at Ince Blundell, he was doubtless 
well known to John Blundell, and for this reason entrusted with 
the arrangements of young Mascy's education, cither at his own 
house at Incc, or abroad.

In 1694, Mascy acknowledges that he owes one " Mr. James 
Juness ";£i2 ios., for board and cloathes and other expenses
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" the space of about six months I was at his house. Given in 
" Flanders at Douay," which points to his being at that date at 
the Jesuits' College there.

I do not know if the whole of his school days were spent at Douay 
or not, but on 3151 January, 9 William III, a license or free liberty 
was granted under the Privy Seal to " Richard Massey who went 
" into the French King's Dominions since the nth day of De- 
" cember, 1688, without License from us or our late Royal Consort 
" the Queen and is since returned in this our kingdom without 
" Licence as aforesaid, to stay in this our Realme of England 
" or any other our Dominions." (W. 117.) When Richard came 
of age he filed another Bill in Chancery, complaining that one 
moiety of his estate was still in jointure to Margaret, widow of 
his uncle Hamlet Mascy, and that though ^1400 or ^1500 had 
been paid towards his cousin Mary Meynell's claim, he could not 
more rapidly discharge the remainder. He offered to pay 4 per 
cent, interest on this ; but the Meynells claimed ^3000 in all, 
insisting on 6 per cent, for damages and costs. There is no 
date to the copy of this Bill, but I take it to be about 1695 ; 
for an agreement was made aoth November, 1696, by which 
Richard Mascy undertook to pay ,,£130010 the Meynells before 
certain dates, and in certain portions, at Skipton-in-Craven. 
(Deed, poies S. Scrape.)

With reference to the payment of this money, George Meynell 
writes to William Dicconson, 26th January, 1696-7, " My father 
" would be ready to do anything that might render the payment 
" of money easy to my cos. Mascy, but old money at $$. id. 
" per 02. passes not at all with us, for the mint is not obliged 
" to take it at any price, so others presume to refuse it at that, 
" and therefore my father cannot dispose on it.'' ( Tempest 
papa's,}

In November, 1696, as mentioned, Richard freed his property 
of his aunt's dower or thirds ; and in March, 9 William III, he 
suffered a Recovery of the estates (R. 207, &.C.), and commenced 
to mortgage them ; and probably this was done to enable him to 
discharge the Meynell debt.
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He married, in 1697, Jane, eldest daughter of William Fitz- 
herbert of JSTorbury, co. Derby, by his wife Elizabeth Owen. 
Writing in May, 1697, to Mr. Dicconson, young Mascy says, 
" Pray when you see Mr. Fitzherbert give him my very humble 
" service, hoping very soon to be his son-in-law." (Tempestpapers, 
box 75.) The post-nuptial settlements on this marriage are dated 
18th February, 10 William III., 1698, and shew that Jane 
Fitzherbert had a portion of ,£2200, and that a jointure of ^220 
a year was settled upon her. (R. 215.)

The pecuniary difficulties which never left this poor Mascy now 
began to crowd upon him, and in 1701 we find him mortgaging 
his manor of Rixton and Glasebroke to Nicholas Starkie of 
Preston, and increasing the debt next year. (R. 216 to 219.) An 
old paper thus states his case: "In or about 1711, Richard 
" Mascy, being greatly indebted, went into the Mint, and the 
" mortgagee (Nicholas Starkie) entered upon possession of the 
'' said manors and rents, and hath ever since, by virtue of the 
" conveyance before mentioned (24th December, 1701, and June, 
" 1702), continued in the receipt of the rents and profits 
" thereof, and no part thereof was received by Richard Massey, 
" only some small allowance made to prevent his starving." 
(Tempest papers, box 75.) How sad a picture this conjures up 
of the last but one of the ancient family ! this son whom friendly 
neighbours like William Blundell had hoped to see born ! Well 
may one exclaim " Sic transit gloria mundi,' 1 at the thought of a 
descendant of the great and proud Barons of Dunham Massey, 
dependent on the charity of a Preston lawyer.

An Indenture was made the 24th August, 1714, between 
Richard Massey of Rixton, Esq., of the one part, and Hugh 
Johnson of Warrington of the other, as to the division of Glaze- 
brook Moss; which declares that Mascy and Johnson stand 
seized of the manor of Glazebrook, and of all wastes, commons, 
&c., there, in the ratio of Mascy three parts to Johnson's one 
part, as into four parts the whole divided. Various parcels of 
moss ground, "moss rooms," &c., each described, are then 
allotted to these joint lords of the manor. (Rixton Leases, 325.) 

Lt
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In 1715, Mascy registered his estates at Rixton as a Catholic at 
£351. 0,5. yd., " in possession of James Boyle " (R. C. Nonjurors, 
1745), but I cannot discover that he was tempted into joining 
the rising of 1715.

Richard's wife, Jane Fiuherbert, was buried at Warrington, 
8th September, 1704, leaving an only son, Francis, born in 1703. 
(Tempest Papers, box 72.) He is said to have married secondly, 
Elizabeth, the daughter and coheir of Sir George Selby of Win- 
laton, co. Durham, Baronet, and widow of John Dalton of 
Thurnham. (Baines' Lane., vol. iv, p. 542.) No mention of the 
lady appears amongst the Mascy papers.

In Trinity term, 7 Anne (1709), in a judgment for debt, 
Richard Mascy is described as " late of Rixton and now of 
" Southampton Street, Middlesex." (R. 225.) He was, however, 
probably on account of his debts, some time a resident on the 
Continent. In a letter to Nicholas Starkie, dated i7th October, 
1723, he writes, "with great difficulty I am at last got into my 
" own Country, where I wold most willingly stay if I cold any 
" ways bring my unhappy affairs to Conclusion which I believe 
" vvith your concurrence and assistance might still be brought about. 
'' I have prevailed with my good friend Mr. Drinkwater to wait 
" upon you with this letter and hope you and he may amicably 
" adjust all matters without any further Charge in Chancery. 
" By letting me know what has been paid and what still remains 
" due, you will in this extremely oblige your humble servant," &c. 
From various memoranda, Drinkwater appears to have advanced 
money to Mascy. (Tempest Papers, box 75.)

Richard Mascy died in 1724 (R. 243), but so far I have been 
unable to ascertain the exact date, or where his death occurred ; 
probably in London. It took place after i8th May, 1724, as the 
Courts Baron. &c., for Rixton and Glasebroke were held that day 
in Nicholas Starkie's name. I Court Rolls.}

.Ifvaimg Jfflascg. 1724-
XV. FRANCIS MASCY, only son and heir of Richard, born 1703, 

succeeded to the family property on his father's death, " and,
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" though not obliged, paid some of the debts his father left, and 
' ; by his will directed that any such as remained unpaid were to 
" be discharged out of his personal property.' 1 He inherited a 
property suffering sadly from an unprincipled landlord, for, to 
quote " a case " of this date, " the tenants taking advantage of 
" Mr. Richard Massey's necessitous circumstances got their 
'' leases renewed for trifling considerations, some surrendered 
" their leases and took new ones, others took leases in reversion 
" . and in some of these, less rents are reserved than 
" the tenants paid before." ( Tempest Papers, box 75.)

Francis Mascy cut off the entail of his estates in March, 1729 
iR. 234), and by his will, dated 271)1 February, 1741, directs that 
his own and any of his father's debts that remain unpaid at the 
time of his death are to be discharged out of his personal pro 
perty, and if that does not suffice, the real estate is to be charged. 
He leaves to his " kinsman, George Meynell of Aldbrough, co. 
" York, Esq., his heirs and assigns," the manors of Rixton and 
Glasebrooke, the mansion house called Rixton Hall, the demesne 
lands, and all lands and tenements, &c., in Rixton, Glascbrooke, 
Martinscroft, and elsewhere ; charged, however, with an " annuity 
"of ;£ioo a year to Basil Fitzherbert, son of William Fitzherbert 
" late of Swinerton, co. Stafford, and brother of Thomas Fitz- 
" herbert of Swinerton." To his executors he leaves ^1000, to 
be applied as he shall direct in writing. To Thomas Fitzherbert; 
to Edward Dicconson's child, Mascy's god-daughter ; to Francis 
Mannock (the Jesuit father, alias Arthur, who had been chaplain 
to the Fitzherberts); to Thomas Culcheth of Culcheth ; and to 
Hamlet Clarke of Hollinsgreen, he leaves legacies ; desiring also 
that Mr. John Chadwick shall receive ,£50, " to be applied as 
" shall be directed;" probably in masses. The executors to the 
will are, Richard Clayton of Adlington, John Halliwall of Wright- 
ington, and John Chadwick of Burgh. (R. 239.)

Francis Mascy died unmarried, at Culcheth, the 27th Sep 
tember, 1748. Amongst his executor's accounts as to his death 
and funeral expenses, occur, " By 9 servants at Culcheth 
" 5*. orf. each (according to custom when any of the family die 

Lt »
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" there) £2. $s. To Mr. Blackburn's coachman for driving the 
" Herst and corpse to Warrington Church, igth September, 
" IOJ-. 6d." The coffin cost ^5, the shroud i8s.

The marble monument to his memory (fully described in 
 ' Arms in Warrington Church," p. 9) was placed in the Mascy 
Chapel of Warrington Church, by Stephen Walter Tempest of 
Broughton-in-Craven (one of the heirs at law), at a cost of 
^15 15^., but it was removed from the Chapel some time prior to 
1836, as Baines mentions its absence (Hist. Lane. vol. iii., p. 671). 
It seems sad it should have been deemed necessary to displace 
this tribute to the last of the Mascys of Rixton from the site of 
their ancient Chapel, where, " from tyme paste the memorie of 
" man," his ancestors had been laid at rest. But fortunately 
friends have not been wanting; Mr. J. P. Rylands rescued the 
fragments of the monument from acting as organ bellows 
weights; and to Mr. William Beamont, that most generous of 
Lancashire Historians, we are indebted for its restoration to the 
church wall in all its former glory one more of his countless 
thoughtful acts in the preservation of the relics of the past, for 
which future generations, as well as the present, must ever 
remain his debtors.

To trace how George Meynell of Aldborough, co. York, came 
to be "kinsman" to Francis Mascy of Rixton, we must return to 
Hamlet, the eldest son of Richard Mascy and Mary Plowden, 
who married in 1662, Margaret More. Dying during his father's 
lifetime in 1665, Hamlet left an only daughter, Mary Mascy, 
born in November, 1662, who married, in May, 1681, George 
Meynell the younger, son and heir of George Meynell of 
Aldbrough and Dalton, in the North Riding of Yorkshire, and 
descended from the ancient Barons Meynell of Wherlton, &c. 
The post-nuptial settlements are dated 2nd September, 43 
Charles II, 1682 (Penes S. Scrope of Danby}.

We have already noted the trouble which this Mary Meynell's 
portion caused to her cousin Richard Mascy. She had by her 
marriage with Meynell, three children, James and Mary, who died
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young, and George, baptised at Stamvick, 28th August, 1683. 
This last named George Meynell married, in 1722, Elizabeth, 
daughter and sole heiress of George Cockson of Colpigs Hill, 
co. Durham, and it is this George Maynell whom Francis Mascy 
designates in his will as his " kinsman,'' and to whom he left his 
property. Dying intestate a month after Mascy's will was made, 
namely, 24th March, 1741, the reversion of the bequest passed to 
his son George, who, dying unmarried 141)1 January, 1747-8, left 
three sisters his coheirs, and they, on Francis Mascy's death, in 
September, 1748, inherited the Rixton estates as such.

Of these sisters, the eldest, Klizabcth, married, in May, 1748, 
Dr. Thomas \Vitliam of Old Durham, M.D., the second son of 
William \Vitham of Cliffe. co. York, Esq. ; and she had, as her 
share of her brother's and kinsman's estates, half the manor of 
Rixton, with the Old Hall and demesne lands, Uie Mascy 
Chapel in 'Warringtun Church, and lands and tenements in 
Rixton.

Anna Clementina, the second sister, married in 1749, Simon 
Scrope of Danby-upon-Vore, co. York, Esq., and had the manor 
of Dalton in Yorkshire. Frances Olive, the youngest, baptised 
at Stanwick, 27th September, 1727, married, in December, 1748, 
Stephen Walter, the son and heir of Stephen Tempest of 
Broughton-in-Craven, Esq., and had as her share, half the 
manor of Rixton and Glasebrook, with free fishings in the 
river Mersey and Glasebrook, the Little Hall, Rixton, with its 
demesne lands, certain lands and tenements in Rixton, Glase 
brook and Martlnscroft, with the ferryhouse and boat of Hollings 
Green ferry, over which, from 1765 to 1771, Sir Peter \Yarburton 
and Mr. Tempest had much dispute, owing to the former 
removing the post on his side of the ferry, and demanding that 
his tenants should be ferried across free. ( Tempest Papers, box 72.) 
The deeds of partition, by which the division of the estates is 
agreed to and settled, are dated zist and 22nd April, 1751. 
(R. 249 and 250, &c.)

Dr. \Vitham sold his wife's share of the Mascy property to the 
Patten family some time before the loth October, 1785, as on
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that day the Courts were held in the joint names of Stephen 
Tempest and Thomas Patten. (Rixton Court Rolls.) Most of 
the Tempest moiety remained in the family until after the death 
of Sir Charles Robert Tempest of Broughton-in-Craven, Baronet, 
in December, 1865 ; who, by his will dated 25th March, 1863, 
directed that what remained of the Rixton and Glasebrook 
property was to be sold. Portions had been sold in 1829 and 
1854.

That the series of Rixton deeds remained at Broughton, instead 
of becoming the property of the elder heiress, I attribute to 
Stephen Walter Tempest's fondness for genealogy, which doubtless 
led him to guard the papers and prevent their being dispersed ; 
and if so, by his care he has enabled us to trace the descent of 
the man whose property he inherited, and whose virtues, judging 
by the inscription on the monument he erected, he so much 
admired.

On an old map, showing the boundaries of the property of the 
coheirs of Francis Mascy, is a curious sketch of Rixton Old 
Hall, which shows it at that date to have been a three-gabled 
house facing south, with abnormally high chimneys, and having 
buildings, also with gabled roofs, projecting on either side behind 
it, giving a suggestion of a ground plan in the shape of a T> the 
building on the east side being longer, and having two gables 
instead of one. The " Little Hall 1 ' looks much like the houses 
of the i yth century one sees so often in Lancashire and the West 
Riding of Yorkshire, having a big square porch running up the 
whole height of the house. Of course, one cannot be sure these 
are faithful representations ; but as the two houses are drawn 
carefully (after the draughtsman's lights), I think they probably 
give a good idea.

One cannot close this sketch of the Rixton Mascys without 
some remarks on the arms accredited to them, or which they used.

The earliest seal on which any arms are traceable is that of 
John le Mascy, 1365 |R. 66), on which there is a shield quarterly,
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first and fourth a mullet, second and third loztngy, or>er all a Jess, 
and circumscribed SIGH. : JOHIS : I.F. MASCI. The next armorial 
seal in the series of deeds is attached to a grant from Richard le 
Mascy de Rixton to certain trustees in 1384 ( R. 82 i, and bears on 
the shield <u<artfri\. iind in the first and fonith quarters ii mullet; 
around is the legend. su;iu.i'M IIAMONIS or. MASCI, which points 
to the seal having belonged to Richard's father Hamon. The 
descriptions of these two seals are copied from the notes made 
in 1837 by Mr. Joseph 1'. Tempest when he transcribed the 
Mascy deeds. Unfortunately the deeds to which these seals were 
attached are amongst those that are missing, and therefore cannot 
be illustrated. .

From these two examples one is inclined to suppose that at 
first the Mascys of Rixton bore two mullets, one of which they 
shortly abandoned. 1 perceive, however, from a quartered seal 
in the Warrington Museum, that in 1597 John Mascy of I .avion 
(a junior branch of the Rixton Mascys i used the two, though he 
bore them in the second and third quarters.

The sketch of the seals attached to the charters of Richard le 
Masci de Rixton to bis son Peter le Masci in 1400, as depicted in 
the Dodsworth Collections in the Bodleian Library, shows the 
arms borne at that date to be quurterh\ in the first quarter (only) 
a mullet; and the seal used by Peter le Mascy, the husband of 
Margaret Horton in 1406, of which only the lower portion 
remains, shows it was quarterly, and that there was no mullet in 
the fourth quarter. (W. 38.)

The seal used from 1438 (\V. 47) to 1538 (R. 159), was that 
of two covered cups crossed saltireiuist, with the name MASSY, in 
old English characters, above. These impressions were evidently 
from a signet ring, as on two of the seals one can trace the sides 
of the ring. The "covered cup" appears to have been adopted 
by the Mascys as a badge, and afterwards used as a crest ; in 1467 
Johanna, widow of Hamon Mascy, had for a seal one ci>rcred cup 
between her initials. l\V. 59.1

The first instance of the quartered arms that I have found 
on a seal, amongst these Rixton papers, is on an agreement of
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1625 (Rixton Leases, 313), where they are on a shield quarterly of 
four, first, on a bend three covered nips; second, quarterly, in 
the second quarter a mullet; third, three birds close; fourth, 
a squirrel sejant. This seal was constantly used for the next 
two or three generations, but of course shows no tinctures. In 
1696 Richard Mascy used the same quarterings, but added a 
helmet with mantling, surmounted by his crest, the covered 
cup. (R. 207.)

In 1728, Francis Mascy uses the same quarterings (Rixton 
Leases, 254); but the next year, seals with a shield bearing only 
quarterly, Or and Gules, a mullet in the first quarter, and a crest 
above of the covered cup (R. 234) ; having a seal in 1730 with 
the arms quartered, namely, first and fourth quarterly Or and 
Gules, in the first a mullet Sable, second Argent, on a bend Sable 
three covered cups of the field, third, a squirrel Gules, with 
helmet and mantling and crest (R. 238); showing that the 
Mascys then adopted Dugdale's opinion as to their arms in pre 
ference to that of the older heralds, and to the coat formerly dis 
played in the old painted glass of the windows of Warrington 
Church.

I am indebted to Mr. J. Paul Rylands, F.S.A., for the following 
note : " Francis Mascy, Esq., of Rixton, Lancashire," is the 
inscription on a book-plate engraved by Skinner of Bath, in 1739. 
The arms upon this plate are quarterly, first and fourth Mascy, 
second Rixton, and third Hoiton, with the covered-cup for a 
crest. The shield on Francis Mascy's monument, however, dis 
plays the arms quarterly, first Rixton, second Mascy, third War- 
burton (?), and fourth Horton.

The seal used by Margaret, the widow of Hamlet Mascy, in 
1696, bears the Rixton coat with a label of three points, impaled 
with the More arms of Sable, a cross Argent. (R. 209.)

That the Mascys of Rixton used the Rixton arms, putting into 
secondary consideration the Mascy coat, from the middle of the 
fifteenth to the end of the seventeenth century, is evident, not 
only from the painted glass in M'arrington Church, but also from 
the seals I have quoted.
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This use of the Rixton coat in the first quarter, which should 
correctly have borne the Mascy arms, accounts no doubt for the 
absence of the Mascy shield on the Troutbeck tomb in St. Mary's 
Church, Chester, and the presence of the Rixton one. At the 
date of Sir \Yilliam Troutbcck's death. 1445. this arrangement of 
quarters would have existed, and it is obvious the designer of the 
tomb would appropriate the coat usually borne by the Mascys 
to be their paternal one, regardless of other quarters. The 
covered cups were used by the Mascys as a badge in 1436.

Benalt, in his Visitation <>/ Lancashire in 1533, allowed the 
arms of " Massye of Rigiston'' i Rixton) to be quai terly, first 
Argent, on a bend Sal'/e three covered cups <>t the field; second, 
quarterly Gules and Ardent, in the second quarter a mullet Sable . 
third Argent, Mine (nrds dose Vert; fourth, Argent, a squirrel 
sejant Gules, holding a nut Or. In other words, the arms as found 
on the family seals from 1625 to 1728.

Dugdale, however, in 1664, in his Visitation of Lancashire, 
enters the arms of Mascy of Rixton as. " quartet ly Or and Gults, 
"in the first quarter a mullet Sable." It is puz/.ling lo compre 
hend the reason of Dugdalc's change in the blazon of the arms, 
for "Or," never appears, as far as one can discover, on the 
Rixton Mascys' shield before.

The arms of the Mascys of Rixton, as they were found in 
Warrington Church, in 1572 by Sampson Krdcswick, and in 1640 
by Handle Holme, were Quarterly i>f four .  first, Ardent, on 
a bend Sal/lc three cups Argent: second, quarterly Git/is and 
Argent, in the second quarter a inulUt Sable; third, Argent, a 
Jesse I'ert, between three parrots Gules ; fourth, Argent, a squirrel 
sejant Gules ; and p. Mascy coat by itself, of quarterly, Argent 
and Gules, in the first quarter a mullet Sal'l?. From the coat, 
quarterly, Argent and Gules, in the first qiu.rter a mullet, being 
found "in an owld wyndowe" and on the Butler tomb, the 
position of the mullet being the same as in the early seals, I am 
led to conjecture that this was the more ancient bearing, and that 
when the Mascys became of Rixton they adopted the Argent field 
of the Rixton coat in place of the Or of the Paternal coat, chang-
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ing at the same time the positions of the coloured quarters. To 
continue my conjectures, I hazard the theory that the arms were 
so borne until John Mascy, succeeding in 1502 his brother Hamon. 
transposed metals and colours and mullet to make a permanent 
difference ; and as such namely, quarterly, Gules and Argent, a 
mullet Sable in the second quarter his son entered them in 1533.

A curious example of a dimidiated coat is used on a seal 
attached to a lease from William Mascy of Rixton in 1587, namely, 
first quarter, three birds close; the quarter below, two covered 
cups, impaled with a dimidiated saltire. I suggest that this seal 
refers to the alliance between Richard, William Mascy's son. and 
Anne Middleton, which took place about this date.

Just one closing remark is necessary on the arms attributed to 
" Pennington.' 1 They appear in the notices of the Mascy quar- 
terings, described in three different blazons. Benalt in 1533 gives, 
Argent, three birds close Vert. Fowler in 1567, amongst the 
quarterings of Mascy of Carlton, a younger son of Rixton, gives 
Vert, three falcons Argent; while according to the notes of Erdes- 
wick and Holme, this coat appeared in Warrington Church as, 
Argent, a fas Vert, between three parrots Gules. Query, Which 
was correct ? Now, instead of these arms being those of a family 
named Pennington, of whose alliance with either Mascy or Horton 
there is no trace, were not these birds intended for the pelicans 
or cormorants of Richard Warburton, whose heiress brought lands 
in Pennington to the Mascys ? There is only a portion left of a 
seal used by Richard Warburton in 1420, and this shows a stout- 
looking bird, its long beak turned to the right, (W. .41,) which 
perhaps represents the form of bird he adopted as a badge, and 
which may have been used as the foundation to his arms, as the 
Pelican was for the Warburtons of Arley.

Ormerod finds fault with the arms, " Argent, a squirrel sejant 
" Gules " for Horton, and states they were the bearing of the 
family of del Wode or de Bosco of Hassal, who granted the lands 
in Hertford to the Hortons. But might not the Hortons, 
on acquiring this property, have been permitted to adopt the del 
Wode arms as the Bothes did those of the Bartons ?
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In the spelling of the name, the family always, down to Margaret 
Mascy in 1704 and Richard Mascy in 1714, signed as " Mascy " ; 
but in the various deeds and papers the name is spelt in different 
modes ; I have therefore, throughout the foregoing, given the 
name spelt as I have found it in the several documents. Francis, 
the last of the line, always signed " Massey."

DESCRIPTION OF THE PLATES OF SEALS

DRAWN ON STONE 

BY MRS. ARTHUR CECIL TEMPEST.

PLATE A.

Seal I. W. 4 Green wax seal to undated grant from Roger de Sonky to 
his son William.

,, 2. \V. 9 Green wax seal to grant from Henry de Upton to John son 
of Robt. de Burconheuyd, 16 Edward I.

,, 3. \V. 10 Green wax seal to grant from Ric. de Moston to Ric. fil. 
Robert Orme, 20 Edward I.

  4. W. 12 Green wax seal to grant and release from William le Botyler 
to Alan de Rixton, 28 Edward I.

,, 5. W. 18 Greeny-brown wax seal to grant from Agnes daughter of 
Thos. del Heath to Jordan til. Henry Fabre, 9 Edward III.

,, 6. W. 25 White wax seal to grant from Will, del Lee to Peter le Smith, 
33 Edward III.

,, 7. W. 32 Yellow-brown wax seal to grant from Robt. de Hannesone 
de Comberbache to John de Burghes, 27 Richard II.

  8. W. 31 White wax seal to receipt for Tenths and Fifteenths, Henry 
de Torbok and John de Eccleston, collectors, 3 Richard II.

  9. \V. 34 Red Wax seal to grant from Sir John Botiller, Knt , to 
Nicholas de Rixton, &c., 9 Richard II.
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PLATE B.

Seal i. \V. 36 Red wax seal to grant from Will. Jackson de Dervyne to 
John de Burghe, 16 Richard II.

,, 2. W. 37 Red wax seal to lease for term by Sir John le Botiler, Knt., 
to Sir John de Pulle, Knt., and others. 18 Richard II.

  3. W. 38 Red wax seal to grant from Peter le Mascy to Richard de 
More and others, 7 Henry IV.

,, 4. \V. 41 Red wax seal to letter of attorney from Richard de Wet- 
burton to Henry le Massy of Dunham, 7 Henry V.

,, 5' W- 43 Red wax sea' to grant from Ralph de Rouley to Richard de 
Werburton, 9 Henry V.

,, 6. W. 45 Red wax seal to grant from Will. Troutbek and other 
feoffees to Will, le Mascy de Rixton, 13 Henry VI.

,, 7. W. 47 Red wax seal to indenture between William Mascy of Kixton 
and Sir Robert Bothe, Knt., 16 Henry VI.

  8. W. 58 Red wax seal to surrender by Sir John Bothe and other 
feoffees to Hamon Mascy of Rixton, 1461.

,, 9. VV. 51 Red wax seal to lease by the Prior of Birkenhead to Hamon 
Mascy, 32 Henry VI.

,, 10 \V. 59 Red wax seal to assignment made by Johanna widow of 
Hamon Mascy of Rixton, 6 Edward IV.

,, II. W. 60 Red wax seal to lease from the Prior of Birkenhead to 
Hamon Mascy, 7 Edward IV.

PLATE C.

Seal I. W. 68 Red wax seal to grant from Henry Gernet to Hamon Mascy, 
2 Richard II.

  2. W. 79 Brown wax seal to receipt for money from Elias Hert to 
William Johnson, 15 Henry VII.

,, 3. W. 90 Red Wax seal to letter of attorney from John Mascy, Thomas 
Leycester, Thos. Legh, Jas. Domvyle, Thos. Hawardyne, 
Simon Byrom, and Lawrence Langton, chaplain, to receive 
seizen, 1510.

,, 4. W. 90 Brown wax ditto. 

,, 5. W. 90 Brown wax ditto.

  6. W.IO2 Brown wax seal to copy of record from Halmot Court of 
Halton, 13 Elizabeth.
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Seal 7. W. 104 Orange wax seal to grant of annuity from Adam de Hawar- 
den to Ellen his daughter, 1575.

,, 8. \V.io6 Brown wax seal to agreement between Miles Gerard and 
others. John Ogle, a witness, whose arms these are, 
36 Elizabeth.

,, 9. W.iog Brown wax seal to indenture between Thomas \Vilmeand 
Richard Mascy, 1610.

  10. Rixton leases, No. 10 Brown wax seal to lease granted by William 
Mascy of Rixton, Esq., to Richard Georgeson of Culcheth, 
" Lynen webster," of certain closes in Rixton in the tenure 
of William Yate, for the lives of Margaret Gest, daughter of 
Richard Gest deceased, and of Edward Thomason, son 
of Thomas Georgeson of Culcheth. Dated 2oth July, 
29 Elizabeth.

  ii. W.I 15 Red wax seal used by Sir Will. Gerard of Bryn, Bart., and 
Richard Gerard of Southworth to agreement, 1662.

,, 12. R. 146 Seal impressed on paper on wax to receipt given by Thomas 
Hobbys for fine for refusing knightage, 20 Henry VII.

  13. R. 174 Red wax seal of Roger Bradshagh of Haigh to his daughter 
Dorothy's marriage settlement, 1615.

,, 14. R. 160 Brown wax seal used by Sir Thomas Holcroft of Vale Royal 
to bond, 2 and 3 Philip and Mary.

PLATE D.

Seal I. Rixton leases, No. 313 Red wax seal to articles of agreement as to a 
foot race between two runners named, made by Richard 
Mascy of Rixton with John Sharpies of Freckleton, 
loth May, I Charles I.

,, 2. R. 187 Red wax seal used by Richard Mascy the younger to his 
will, 1643.

  3. R. 205 Red wax seal used by Margaret Mascy widow of Hamlet 
Mascy of Rixton, 1696.

,, 4. R. 205 Red wax seal used by Richard Mascy, 1694, being the seal 
of William Dicconson of Wrightington, 1696.

,, 5. R. 206 Red wax seal of George Meynell of Aldbro', co. York, 1696. 

,, 6. R.2O7 Red wax seal of Richard Mascy of Rixton, 1696.

,, 7. R. 215 Red wax seal used by Richard Mascy and his wife to post 
nuptial settlements, 1698.
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Seal 8. R. 221  Red wax seal to lease from Richard Mascy to Thomas 
Davenport of Altrincham, gent., 1704.

,, 9. R.238 Seal used by Francis Mascy of Rixton, 1738. 

,, 10. R.234 Seal used by Francis Mascy of Rixton, 1729.

,, II. Rixton leases, No. 42 Seal used to lease from Francis Mascy of 
Rixton to Randle Caldwell of Rixton, yeoman, of a farm in 
Rixton, for the lives of Randle Caldwell aged 80, of 
Thomas Caldwell, his son, aged 44, and of John Caldwell, 
another son, aged 40.

,, 12. Seal used by Richard Mascy of Rixton on various bonds and letters, 
1701 to 1704.

,, 13. Rixton leases, No. 244 Seal used to lease granted by Francis Mascy 
of Rixton to William Astall of Rixton-cum-GIasebrook, 
husbandman, of a parcel of land " as the same is now 
" marked or meared out " in Damm Lane in Glasebrook, 
with leave to build thereon, for the lives of William Astall 
and Mary his wife, and of John Astall their son.
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