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THE ANCIENT PARISH OF WEST KIRBY. 

By Charles D. Brown.

(Read i6th April, 1885.)

'"PHE ancient parish of West Kirby consists of nine townships, 
1 which form the north-west corner of the Hundred of 

Wirral, in the county of Chester ; and the parish church is about 
nine miles west of Birkenhead, and about eighteen miles north 
of Chester. These townships are West Kirby, Grange, Caldy, 
Frankby, nearly the whole of Greasby (a small portion of this 
township being in the parish of Thurstaston), Newton-cum- 
Larton, Great Meols, Hoose, and Little Meols, except Hilbre 
Islands, which are in the parish of St. Oswald's, Chester. There 
are 5,481 acres in the parish, 4,930 of which are subject to 
tithe.

The living is a Rectory, and was valued in the King's Books, 
made by order of Henry VIII., in 1535, at .^28 135. 4cl. ; 
during the Protectorate the tithes were worth ,£125; in the 
return made in 1704, by order of the Governors of Queen 
Anne's Bounty, the value was given as ^274 23. ; and the 
following is a copy of the terrier, taken from a table at one time 
in the church, but now in the old school-room : 

" A true copy of a terrier of the Tythes belonging to the 
" Rectory of West Kirby made in the year 1712 according to the 
" Articles of the Right Revd Father in God William [Davies] 
" Lord Bishop of Chester

" Corn every eleventh hattock Calvea, not more than 4,
" Hay the same for each £d.
" No aftermarth nor agistment Do., if more than 4, ,, 4d_
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" Mortuaries
" For forty pounds, if
" debtless - - -_^o 10 o
" For twenty pounds 068
" For ten pounds -034
" Oblations
" Husband and wife -005
" Servants if more
" than one ---002
" Eggs for each old
" House- ---003
" Ditto cottage - - o o i-J-
" Each garden one penny
" Each Cow one penny (no milk)

Lambs, not more than 4, each i d. 
For five do. ----- iod. 
For 6 to 10, for each one penny

or the Lamb wool 
Of the Sheep only every tenth

fleece
Hemp & Flax every tenth bundle 
Geese every tenth 
A Colt two pence 
Pigs every farth, if more than 2

one pig, but the second farth
free 

Tythe Herbage if no parishioner
2d. per Ib. [sic.~\

" There are no impropriations or augmentations which we 
" know of.

" Copied from the Cathedral Register, 7th December, 1828."

In 1844 the tithes were commuted for ^668 133. 5d., but 
when the parish of Frankby was formed in 1860, the tithes of 
Frankby, Greasby, nearly the whole of Newton-cum-Larton, and 
a small portion of Grange amounting to about £220 were 
taken from West Kirby, to endow the new parish.

The Rectory is pleasantly situated, and commands pretty 
views of the church, the Dee, and the Welsh Coast, but it has 
undergone many alterations. It is now a comfortable and 
picturesque house, and contains some rooms which are old and 
interesting.

There were about 66 acres of glebe, but a portion has been 
sold during recent years, and the amount received from the sale 
invested for the benefit of the living.

That a church on the present site existed at West Kirby before 
the Conquest is certain, but it is impossible to say when it was 
first built. It is dedicated to St. Bridget the Virgin, the patroness 
of Ireland, who was born at Fochart, in the diocese of Armagh,
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in the middle of the fifth century, and received the veil from 
St. Mel, a disciple of St. Patrick.

In about the earliest written record of the parish, soon after 
the Conquest, West Kirby was called " Cherchbie," and its 
present name which means West Churchtown was given to it 
to distinguish it from " Kirkby in Wallia," now called Wallasey.

Robert de Rodelent, to whom West Kirby and other places in 
Wirral were given by the Conqueror, gave, in his turn, the church 
and the church on Hilbre Island to the Abbey of St. Ebrulf, or 
St. Evroul, at Utica, in Normandy. There is no place of this 
name known in Normandy now, but probably the Abbey was 
near Ouche, in the valley of the Reille, not far from Lisieux. 
The Norman Abbot, however, in a short time conveyed these 
churches to the Abbot of St. Werburgh, Chester, for an annual 
payment of thirty shillings; but afterwards falling into the hands 
of the Earl of Chester, they were conferred by him upon the 
Abbot of Basingwerke, on the opposite shore of the Dee, during 
the reign of King Stephen.

There were constant disputes between the monks of Basing 
werke and those of Chester for the right of presentation to West 
Kirby church, and about the year 1200 an armed contest took 
place within its walls for its possession; it was, however, after a 
long suit, finally confirmed to the Abbot of St. Werburgh in 1287, 
with whom it remained till the dissolution of the religious houses, 
when it was conferred upon the Dean and Chapter of Chester, 
with whom with the exception of one or two troubled periods  
it has remained ever since.

When the church was last restored, in 1869-70, the foundation 
walls of a smaller church were found underneath the floor of the 
edifice which then existed, which would in all probability be the 
church of the Saxon period ; and from some remains of Norman 
architecture and the base of a Norman pillar still in situ in the 
church, there is reason to believe that it must have been rebuilt 
or restored shortly after the Conquest. But the oldest portion 
of the existing edifice is the chancel, the east window of which 
seems to be of the period of the decorated style, or about the
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end of the fourteenth century. It is a window of five lights, with 
some rather remarkable tracery in the upper part; and it is said 
that the only window exactly resembling it in England is a larger 
one in Shiffnal church, Shropshire. The small window at the 
west end of the north aisle is a rude specimen of the decorated 
period; and the tower is in the perpendicular style, and probably 
dates from about the early part of the sixteenth century.

The church has undergone many alterations and restorations, 
and from the heavy and unusual payment of church rates made 
by the trustees of Bennett's Charity in 1699, and amounting to 
£2 55. the average payment at that time being only 53. lod.  
it would seem that a good deal of work was then done, and this 
work was probably the restoration of the north aisle.

Before the year 1788 the church consisted of nave, chancel, 
north aisle, of the same length as the nave and chancel, south 
aisle, the length of the nave only, and the tower; but on the 
24th August in that year a vestry meeting was held, and the 
church being declared to be in a dilapidated state, it was resolved 
to pull down the south wall and rebuild it in a line with the 
chancel, to alter the roof, new pew and flag the aisles, change the 
position of the pulpit and reading desk, and put the whole 
building into thorough and substantial repair; the result being 
that the south aisle was taken away, the ridge of the new roof 
ran from the north side of the tower, the pillars and arches of 
the interior were removed, and a ceiling was put up which for 
many years concealed the upper tracery of the chancel window. 
The space in front of the Communion Table was very narrow, 
and a "three-decker" i.e., pulpit, reading desk, and clerk's desk 
 was placed almost in front of it.

The entrances to the church were by two doors on the south 
side, and the interior had the appearance of an oblong white 
washed room, with a gallery at the west end, in which, later on, 
the organ was placed ; and at the east end of the north aisle was 
a vault, where a number of the Glegges of Grange had been 
buried. There were perhaps about half-a-dozen square pews, but 
with these exceptions the pews were single, and rather high and



The Ancient Parish of West Kirby. 88

narrow ; and they were appropriated fairly enough to the parish 
ioners, except to those of the township of Hoose who did not 
pay church rates, or leys, as they were called.

The total cost of the alteration in 1788 amounted to ^£425, 
which was mainly defrayed by the sale of the lead of the old 
roof and other old materials; the principal sum of Peter 
Kelsall's Charity amounting to ^45, and extra leys amounting to 
^45 8s. id., which made up the sum.

The. majority of the parishioners seem to have been satisfied 
with their church till about the year 1856, after which many 
alterations were made. But these all failed to satisfy those who 
wished their church to present a more beautiful and ecclesiastical 
appearance, and a vestry meeting was held on the 6th November, 
1868, at which it was resolved to restore the church in accordance 
with designs presented by the Rev. Canon Eaton, the Rector.

The work of restoration was begun on the 8th July, 1869, and 
consisted, in the first place, of taking down and undoing nearly 
all that was built or done in 1788. A new south aisle was built, 
pillars and arches were replaced, and the main features were 
made to resemble those that the church is supposed to have 
presented before that year, though the walls and roofs are now 
higher than the old ones, as may be seen from the mark of the 
old roof of the nave on the east side of the tower, in the interior 
of the church. The whole of the old stone and other ipaterials 
that were suitable were used in the restoration, and the piers of 
the chancel arch and some of the bench ends are copied from 
one of the stones of the old piers and one of the old bench ends 
that were found built up in the walls or buried under the floor of 
the church.

Since the church was re-opened a north porch has been built 
and a new pulpit provided, and the total cost of the restoration 
may be stated as about ,£5,500, which was contributed by the 
parishioners, their friends, and the congregation. There have, 
besides, been many beautiful and costly gifts, among which may 
be noticed the memorial stained glass and the wrought iron 
screen.
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In the chancel there is a piscina, a sedilia, and a priests' door, 
all of about the fourteenth century; and there is a stone bracket 
on the north side of the chancel and another at the east end of 
the north aisle, upon which the figures of the patron saint and 
the Blessed Virgin and Child were probably placed. The vestry, 
which was enlarged in 1869, is approached from the church by 
three stone steps, and the doorway is very narrow. In it there 
is a trefoil recess, now built up on the church side, but in all 
probability open at one time, and through which the priest in the 
vestry would have been able to see into the church.

There are very few memorials of the dead in the church, but 
in 1688 there were some monuments of the Glegges which are 
not now existing. The one of most interest remaining is a red 
sandstone slab, on which is a shield bearing a plain cross, with 
eagles for supporters and surmounted by a coronet, underneath 
which is an inscription in Latin to the memory of Johannes Van 
Zoelen, who died on the 3rd September, 1689, and who was an 
officer in the Duke of Schomberg's army, which was encamped 
at Meols in that year. There are a few tablets with armorial 
bearings of some of the Glegges, and inscriptions to the memory 
of some Williamsons, who were probably of the family of Thomas 
Williamson, who was Rector in 1670, and who died and was 
buried in Liverpool in 1696 ; of a son of Dr. Trevor, who 
became Rector in 1803, and some others; but there are no 
monuments to William Glegge, the founder of Calday Grange 
School, or to Thomas Bennett, the founder of the charity which 
bears his name, both of whom were buried in the church the 
first in November, 1636, and the second on the nth January, 1676.

There is a modern brass near the vestry door to the memory 
of some members of the Peacock family, who formerly lived at 
Greasby Hall; and the following quaint inscription may be read 
on a small old brass plate, let into a stone, to the memory of 
Elizabeth Ainsdale, of Great Meols : 

Here lies one, deprived of her life, 
Who was a virtuous and a faithful wife, 
Of pious life and conversation, 
Always mindful of her Soles salvation,
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In the interior of the tower there are two old wooden tables 
of charities, giving some particulars of Bennett's Charity and of 
the Bread Charities, and stating that they were erected to com 
memorate the pious benefactors of the poor of the parish of 
West Kirby; and there are two more modern ones, erected in 
1824, which are but little more than copies of the old ones. 
The list, however, is incomplete, for no mention is made of the 
bequests of Thomas Urmson or Peter Kelsall, the only record 
of the former being an inscription on wood in the churchwarden's 
seat, where bread was formerly placed " The gift of Master 
"Thomas Urmston, of Frankby, 27th May, 1710, a dozen of 
" bread weekly to the poor"; and there is no record at all of the 
latter, except the entries in the churchwardens' books, which 
show that in 1788 they spent the capital sum of the bequest in 
the restoration of the church, and that they have paid interest 
at five per cent, since that time. In the other churchwarden's 
seat may be seen some good wooden lettering, recording another 
Bread Charity, viz. : " The gift of Master Thomas Cleave, 
"Citizen and Haberdasher of London, 1641."

The bell?, five in number, were in all probability given by 
Mr. John Glegge, of Grange Hall, in 1719, as the inscription 
formerly on the fifth bell will tend to show :

1. Prosperity to this parish.
2. Mr. Thos. Richardson, Curate.

3. Jos. Jennings, John Totty, Churchwardens.
4. . Abm. Ruddall, cast us all.

The fifth bell has been recast, but the original bell was 
inscribed 

Mr. John Glegge, a good benefactor.

The name of the Curate being upon the bell seems to prove 
that the Rector, who at that time was the Rev. John Oliver, was 
non-resident. The bells bear the date 1719, and Abraham 
Rudhall, by whom they were cast, belonged to a family of 
celebrated bell founders of the City of Gloucester.
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The weathercock was put up in 1757, and bears the initials of

the churchwardens T.' H. (Newport Urmson, Thomas Hignett).1757-
The following particulars are taken from the churchwardens' 
book : 

Spent when the Weathercock was bespoke - - - - £o 2 6
The Weathercock ------------ 3 19 4

Two hoops for the Cock spindle ------- o I 6
At putting it up ------------ o 3 6
1778. Repairing Weathercock 3/, Spent 4/- ---070
1804. Thos. Royden's bill for gilding the Weathercock I 17 o

After undergoing repairs on one or two other occasions, it was 
nearly blown over during a storm in 1868, but put up again in 
1870, and since that year it has been again gilded; so that 
altogether it has been a very expensive ornament.

The registers commence in 1692, but there are copies of 
registers in the Diocesan Registry Office at Chester beginning 
with the year 1581 ; the books, however, from which they were 
copied have been lost. The churchwardens' accounts go back 
to the year 1754. Many curious and quaint entries may be 
found in them, and it is to be regretted that the previous account 
books cannot be found. The remaining books and documents 
belonging to the parish relate to Calday Grange School, founded 
by William Glegge, Esq., as a Grammar School in 1636; to 
Cleaves Charity, (a bread charity,) founded in 1641 ; and to 
Bennett's Chanty, which was a bequest of a considerable quantity 
of land, though largely encumbered, by Thomas Bennett, of 
Newton-cum-Larton, in 1676, for the purpose of paying annually 
^30   which was at that time nearly one-half of the net income 
  to the Master of Calday Grange School, and the remainder in 
clothes and money to the poor.

The deeds of Bennett's Charity go back to the period of the 
Reformation, at which time the greater portion of the land 
belonged to the Abbey of Basingwerke; and amongst the 
documents relating to Calday Grange School are some accounts 
of legal proceedings in 1738-40, arising out of a complaint of
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the churchwardens that a master in whose appointment they did 
not concur did not know, and consequently could not teach, 
Latin ; that he neglected the school, and appointed an under- 
master at a small salary to take his place, who did not know or 
teach Latin ; and that he did not take the children to church on 
holy days or Fridays during Lent, as had been theicustom ; and 
this master was eventually obliged to resign. The conveyances 
of the land from one set of trustees to other trustees give con 
siderable information respecting the parishioners ; and from the 
account books, which in the case of Bennett's Charity go back 
to 1699, and in that of Calday Grange School to 1740, may be 
gathered information relating to rents, taxes, wages, and other 
interesting matters.

There are no deeds relating to the other charities, viz.: Thomas 
Urmson's £60, Elizabeth Matthews' .£5, Robert Whitlow's ^5, 
and William and Elizabeth Pick's ,£5 ; but all these are bread 
charities.

Nothing is known of the date of the Cow Charity, and its 
origin is uncertain. Under that charity the trustees advanced 
from ^4 to £6 upon a cow, which was then called a parish 
cow; the owner, however, had the sole use of the cow, and he 
paid to the trustees five per cent, interest per annum on the loan. 
If the owner sold the cow he was expected to pay the trustees 
the amount they had advanced, but if the cow died he was 
released from the debt upon producing the hide and horns. The 
working of this charity was never very satisfactory, and it was 
wound up in 1884 ; the proceeds being invested in the purchase 
of ^78 8s. rod. consolidated three per cent, stock.

At the present time Calday Grange School and the before- 
mentioned charities are being re-organised by the Charity 
Commissioners. The school was rebuilt in 1862, by John Shaw 
Leigh, Esq., whose father had, about the end of the last century, 
succeeded the Glegges in the ownership of Grange Hall Estate, 
and since that time a class room and teacher's house have been 
added by the parishioners, but the teaching has been practically 
of an elementary character. The Charity Commissioners have
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determined, with the approval of the trustees, to convert the 
school into a grammar school again, as intended by the founder; 
and in order to advance this end the Commissioners, with the 
approval cf the trustees of Bennett's Charity, have resolved to 
endow the school with one-half of the income of Bennett's 
Charity, instead of the ^30 per annum hitherto ; but with the 
provision that ten children from the elementary schools of the 
parish shall receive a free education at the grammar school.

A beautiful new school for elementary education has been 
built on the glebe land adjoining the churchyard, given by the 
Rector, with the consent of the Patrons; the funds for which 
have been provided partly out of the endowment of Calday 
Grange School, by way of compensation for the school practically 
taken away from the parishioners of the present ecclesiastical 
parish, and partly by subscription.

The charities will be consolidated under the name of the 
West Kirby Charities, and the annual income, which under the 
present rental of the landed property will amount to about ^150, 
will be laid out in pensions and in other ways for the benefit of 
the poor, in accordance with a scheme prepared by the Charity 
Commissioners.

The Rev. John Oliver's bequest of £10, in the year 1732, if 
it was received in full, has been lost. The only records of it in 
the churchwarden's book are in 1765-6, where there is an entry  
"Received of Mr. Olivers money ^4 145. 6d."; and on April 
5th, 1768, when the amount was lent to two parishioners, since 
which time there is no record of the charity or the amount lent.

Peter KelsalPs bequest of ^45, concerning which there are 
no deeds, and the date of which is unknown, was called in from 
the man to whom it had been lent, and spent in the repairs and 
restoration of the church, and the churchwardens paid interest 
on the amount up to the year 1869.

After an ineffectual attempt to restore these two charities, an 
agreement was arrived at between the churchwardens of West 
Kirby and the churchwardens of the parishes of Hoylake and of 
Frankby, which had been formed out of the ancient parish of
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West Kirby, that the three present parishes should each assume 
a certain portion as a debt, and pay interest upon it. This has 
accordingly been done since that time, and the interest is given 
in pence to the children of the three present parishes by their 
own churchwardens, every Easter Monday, in accordance with 
the tradition which had been handed down, and to the custom of 
Kelsall's Charity.

In the churchyard the oldest decipherable date is 1672, but 
there is a recumbent stone, bearing a fine floriated cross and 
some initials, of a much earlier period. Many quaint and curious 
epitaphs may be found, and there are some pretty modern tomb 
stones, and also a handsome roofed cross in memory of Richard 
Barton, Esq., of Caldy Manor, who contributed very largely on 
many occasions to the restoration and beautifying of the church.

The sun-dial formerly stood in the place now occupied by the 
cross, but it now stands near the east end of the church. The 
pedestal is a time- and weather-worn pillar of considerable age,

and the present dial plate, which bears the inscription R- H. j c w-

(i.e., Joseph Boumphrey, Richard Husband, Churchwardens), 
cost as follows : 

A new dial plate - - - 
Fetching it from Liverpool 
Setting it ----- -

- - - - - - - £o 10 6
-------036

- - - - - - -026
One day's attendance -----------oio
Lead to fix it, &c. ---------- --004
Spent then ------------- -040

Until the year 1848 the Sunday School was held in a building 
erected about the year 1825 in the north-west corner of the 
church, the marks of which may still be seen on the north aisle 
and tower walls. This building was taken down in 1848, and 
the Sunday School was held in the building adjoining the 
churchyard, erected in the previous year for an elementary 
school, but it is now held in the new schools, and the old school 
is at the present time only used for meetings and such like 
purposes.

*E2



40 The Ancient Parish of West Kirby.

When the church was being restored in 1869, numerous 
remains of previous buildings and ancient stones of great interest 
were found, principally in the south wall of the church, which 
was then taken down, and they are now kept in a room adjoining 
the old school. The remains consist of the base and capital of 
a Norman pillar, portions of pillars and mouldings of a later 
period, a corbel and a child's stone coffin, three crosses, probably 
headstones, one of the three being probably of the period of the 
tenth century, and fragments of other crosses, two lettered 
stones, said to be portions of Roman headstones, and a portion 
of a shaft of a Runic cross, with an interlacing design of great 
rarity, showing the Runic knot or braid, and with the angles 
corded; all of red sandstone. And in addition was found a stone 
of a pale greenish-white colour, five-and-a-half feet in length by 
one-and-a-half in breadth, and about eight-and-a-half inches thick. 
It is a sort of limestone, and totally different from any stone in 
the neighbourhood. It has the appearance of a lintel, but some 
have conjectured it to be a portion of the top of a shrine, while 
others think it a portion of the shaft of a cross. It is curiously 
ornamented with a band of treble braid, and sculptured with 
other designs, and is generally considered to be of Scandinavian 
work of about the ninth century.

Ormerod, the historian of the county, gives a very incomplete 
list of rectors from about the time of King Stephen, or about the 
year 1140, the first named being Nigellus, and he would probably 
belong to the family of the Norman barons of Halton, who bore 
that name, and who were in possession of property at Greasby 
and in other parts of the Hundred of Wirral.

This Nigellus was succeeded in the benefice .by his son 
Thomas, and he by his son Richard, and he again by his son 
William ; thus showing that the order of the Church that priests 
should not marry was not regarded at that time at West Kirby. 
But hereditary succession of benefices was at length forbidden 
by the Legate in England, in consequence of the decision of the 
Lateran Council in 1215, and William Nigellus was the last of 
his family who held the living. Then follow the names of sixteen



The Ancient Parish of West Rirby. 41

others, and amongst them is found that of Henry Meols, a 
younger son of one of the Meolses of Great Meols, who was 
Rector in the year 1433 ; all these being presented by the Abbots 
of St. Werburgh. There is a break in the list for nearly one 
hundred years during the time of the Reformation, Richard 
Buckley being the last Rector presented by the Abbot, and that 
was in 1508. Then follows the name of Richard Winstanley, 
but without date or patron ; he died, however, in 1603, and was 
succeeded by Thomas Billinge, who was presented by Thomas 
Savage. Billinge afterwards resigned, and in 1631 Thomas 
Glover was presented by King Charles the First.

During the troubled times which followed, the Rev. Thomas 
Glover seems to have been a strong adherent of the King and 
the Church of England, and an opponent of the Parliament; 
and about the year 1643 he was sequestered and deprived for 
" delinquency."

In the year 1642 the Royalists seized and imprisoned many 
Puritan ministers and laymen throughout the country, and the 
number of ministers who were reported to have been ill-treated 
and plundered was so great that a committee was formed in 
London for their relief; and this committee, which had sub 
committees all over the country, and which for more than ten 
years was to take a principal share in appointing to benefices of 
which the clergy of the Church of England had been and were to 
be deprived, was called the "Committee of Plundered Ministers." 
This Committee in the year 1643 appointed Ralph Marsden, of 
Neston, a Puritan, to the living; but Mr. Glover did not relin 
quish his charge without a struggle, and it was only by force that 
he was deprived of it and of his rectory.

The Rev. Ralph Marsden died June 3oth, 1648, and the 
people of West Kirby gave a call to the Rev. John Murcot, a 
Presbyterian of Eastham, and, before that, of Astbury which 
he accepted, and shortly after he married the daughter of the 
late minister. Another authority, however, says that he was 
appointed by the Committee of Plundered Ministers, and, in 
accordance with an ordinance of Parliament, Mrs. Glover, the
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wife of the Rector who had been deprived, was allowed £2$ per 
annum being the fifth part of the then value of the tithes.

In 1648, as minister of West Kirby, Mr. Murcot signed the 
" Cheshire Attestation," which was an attestation " to the truth 
" of Jesus Christ, and to our Solemn League and Covenant" ; 
but in a year or two after this he resolved to leave, and refusing 
an invitation to settle at Chester, he crossed to Dublin, where he 
became pastor of an Independent Chapel, and died there in 1654.

After an interval of two or three years, the Rev. John Cart- 
wright, who was probably an Independent, was presented in 1654, 
but he resigned or was ejected on the 24th August, 1662, as he 
would not conform to the Church of England, which had then 
been re-established. He afterwards was chaplain to Lady 
Wilbraham, of Woodhey, and was buried at Audlem, 1687-8.

Since 1670 the presentations, with one exception, have been 
made by the Dean and Chapter of Chester. The rectors gene 
rally have been canons of the Cathedral, and up to a recent 
period have held other livings in addition ; and with the possible 
exception of Thomas Williamson, who held the benefice towards 
the end of the seventeenth century, all the rectors have been 
non-resident until Rector Slade, who resigned the vicarage of 
Bolton-le-Moors in 1856, and spent the last four years of his life 
at West Kirby.

In 1827 Dr. Coplestone, Dean of Chester, was presented. He 
appeared once in the church, and read himself in. He received 
a year's tithe, and was shortly after made Bishop of Llandaff. 
Upon his promotion the Crown presented Dr. Murray in 1828, 
when the same proceedings were gone through; but upon being 
made Bishop of Rochester, he resigned in 1829. The Dean and 
Chapter then presented the Rev. James Slade, who was Rector 
for thirty-one years ; and in 1860 he was succeeded by the Rev. 
Thomas Eaton, the present Rector.

From 1697 to 1856 the curates were in every respect, except 
the very important one of remuneration, the real rectors, and 
some of them remained for many years   for instance, the Rev. 
George Hodson from 1726 to 1758, 32 years; the Rev. William
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Robinson from 1759 to 1779 (he died at West Kirby, and was 
buried in the church); the Rev. James Newton from 1780 to 
1822, 42 years; and the Rev. William Armitstead from 1828 
to 1856, a period of 28 years.

In the village there are a few old houses and cottages, but the 
population until this century was very small, and a large portion 
of the land of the township was common. From time to time, 
however, several appropriations took place, onfr of which, in 
1709, seems to have been by drawing lots; but the last and 
greatest was in 1830, when the remaining commons and hills 
were all either enclosed or appropriated.

During an excavation at Grove Hill in 1840 some British urns 
were found, made of the clay of the district, which contained 
human bones and ashes; and under the mill which stood on the 
site of the column, and which was so much injured by the great 
storm of 1839 that it had to be taken down, was found a cavern, 
also containing some human bones, and some articles of domestic 
use. This mill was a landmark, and as the loss of it was felt by 
sailors, the trustees of the Liverpool Docks built the column, in 
1841, as a beacon in its place.

Grange which joins West Kirby on the east, was called in 
Domesday Book Calders, then it became, in succession, Great 
Calday, Calday Grange, Caldey Grange, Caldy Grange, and now 
Grange is the largest township in the parish, and at one time it 
was much more populous than at present.

The only remains of the hall, which for about two hundred 
and fifty years was the residence of the Glegges of Grange, are 
the kitchen, barn, stables, &c., and these of late years have been 
renovated. The park surrounding the house is called The 
Mount, containing a considerable number of old trees which are 
the largest and finest in the neighbourhood.

The house of the Glegges of Grange was founded by the 
second son of the then Glegge of Gayton, in the time of King 
Edward the Sixth, who gave Newton Car as a swannery to this 
young Mr. Glegge ; and in course of time a second son of the 
then owner of Grange founded the house of the Glegges of Irby,
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and now of Backford. The Grange family occupied the foremost 
position in the parish, and the members of it seem to have been 
generally very much liked. Many traditions remain of their 
kindness and good nature. But at the same time they seem to 
have been very extravagant, and towards the end of the last 
century they became so poor that the last of the Glegges was 
taken out of Chester Castle (where he was imprisoned for debt) 
just before his death, so that he might not die in prison; and the 
property passed to John Leigh, Esq., of Liverpool, in the 
possession of whose descendants it still remains.

The Coventrys were another unfortunate family in Grange. 
They lived at Newbold (now New House), which they owned, 
and at one time they probably stood second in the parish. They 
were fond of calling land after their own name, and there are 
fields still which were called " Coventry's Hey " and " Coventry's 
" Croft"; but in the Cheshire fashion of corrupting names, these 
are now called " Quainterance Hey " and " Quainterance Croft." 
The last Coventry sold his land to Thomas Bennett, the founder 
of the charity which bears his name, and his granddaughter was 
the first who was relieved out of the funds of the charity, in 
great part derived from the property that once belonged to her 
grandfather. The statement is as follows, and it is taken from 
Bennett's Charity books, in the account for the year 1705 : 

" An Accompt of what hath been laid out upon Elizabeth 
" Eavans grandaughter to Mr. Coventry and one of the poor of 
" the parrish : "

for J-yard of C loath for head cloaths ----- ooo oo 07
,, blooding and purgeing -------- ooo oo 06

to John Leen for his trouble .---... ooo 04 oo
  John \Varton for 3 weeks table - .... ooo 02 oo
for mant and petycoat --.-..-.. ooo 09 oo
,, thrid and inkle and makeing ------ ooo 01 10
,, cloath for 2 aprons- -.....-.. ooo 01 02
  cloath for a petycoat --------- ooo 01 06
,, a border for coat and makeing ------ ooo oo 04
,, a pair of body's and stumicher - ----- ooo 04 02
,, 5 yards of cloath for shifts ------- ooo 03 06J
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for thrid and makeing --------- Ooo oo 06
,, cloath for head cloaths -------- ooo 01 oo
,, a pair of shoes ----------- ooo 02 04.
  2 pair of hose -----.--.-- ooo 02 oo
  a whisk ------------- ooo oo 10

paid for a hat and Riband -.-.-..-- ooo oo loj
,, for a pair of Gloves --------- ooo oo 06

for a blew apron ----------- ooo 01 04
,, a qnife ............. ooo oo 06

ooi 18 06

Nearly all the land belonging to Bennett's Charity is in this 
township, and the property consists of two farms, viz. : New 
House Farm, of about 193, and Rake House Farm, of about 
60 statute acres. Grange Cars were enclosed about 1820, and 
all the hills and commons have either been enclosed or claimed 
by the Leigh family, as lords of the manor in succession to the 
Glegges.

The school which William Glegge built in 1636 was a very 
plain structure, consisting of one room and a porch, built on the 
waste land of his manor; and the present school and garden 
occupy the same site. He endowed it with about 30 acres of 
land at Greasby and a house, which were sold in 1871, and the 
proceeds, amounting to ^1889 25. gd., were laid out in the 
purchase of ,£2034 is. 4d. consolidated three per cent, stock. 
When the school was rebuilt by Mr. Leigh, in 1862, it bore the 
name of Caldey Grange School, but recently the spelling has 
been changed, to Calday, which means " cold height " or " cold 
" enclosure," either or both of which apply well to the situation ; 
while Caldey and Caldy mean " cold island," which is altogether 
inapplicable.

Caldy, or, as it should be, Little Calday (Calders in Domesday), 
lies south of West Kirby and Grange. It was formerly a very 
rough and untidy village, but since its purchase by R. W. Barton, 
Esq., about the year 1835, a great improvement has taken place, 
and it is now one of the prettiest villages in the county. On the 
hill above the village was the beacon which communicated with 
the beacon at Everton, and with one on the opposite shore of
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the Dee ; and between the manor house and the school stood 
the last May-pole which remained in the neighbourhood. There 
are some picturesque old houses, and a portion of the manor 
house is old, and the school built by the late Mr. Richard 
Barton adds greatly to the beauty of the village.

Frankby is a pleasant inland little village, with some nice old 
farmhouses and a small green in the midst, on which is an old- 
fashioned draw-well. Some good new houses have been built a 
little distance from the village, and in 1861 the church was built, 
the architects being the Messrs. Hay, of Liverpool, and the 
founders were the landowners and inhabitants of the neighbour 
hood. The new parish of Frankby was formed in 1860, and 
consists, roughly, of the townships of Frankby, Greasby, and 
Newton-cum-Larton. The church, dedicated to St. John the 
Evangelist, is in the decorated style, consisting of chancel, 
north aisle, nave and porch, with a bell turret; and the interior 
has in recent years been painted and decorated, and the windows 
Piled with stained glass. The original drawings provide for an 
extension of the church westward, with a tower and spire at the 
south-west corner. The vicarage close by is a pretty house, and 
the churchyard is well kept.

Greasby lies to the east of Frankby, and is mentioned in 
Domesday under the name of Gravesberie. It is a moderately 
large village, and in it are the schools for Frankby parish and the 
master's house. The old hall now a farmhouse   is not large, 
but picturesque and interesting ; and there are other houses 
which are of considerable antiquity. Not very long ago there 
were the remains of an old stone cross in the centre of the 
village,, but the stones have been taken away, and a common 
place iron cross erected on a different site.

Newton-cum-Larton is in a north-westernly direction from 
Greasby. The village of Newton consists of five farmhouses, 
and Larton of one house, and there are three or four cottages 
near Newton Common. This small common is now the only one 
left in the upper portion of the ancient parish which has not 
been enclosed or-appropriated.
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Great Meols (Melas in Domesday) is north and north-east of 
Newton-cum-Larton. It has a frontage to the sea of nearly three 
miles, and the coast has been ravaged to a very great extent by 
high tides and storms. On the shore are very extensive remains 
of a forest, which may be traced from a spot in the Dee below 
Caldy where there is a peat bank, in where are traces of roots 
of trees called " Caldy Blacks"; then at West Kirby, and, 
passing Meols and Leasowe, it may be found again in places on 
the Lancashire side up to nearly the mouth of the River Alt.

At Dove Point (Dhuv, i.e., Black Point), a very large number 
of trunks and roots of trees may be seen embedded in a strata of 
peat of considerable extent, and there is a lower strata of peat in 
which trunks and roots of trees are also to be found, but by far 
the largest proportion of the former are prostrate; to all appear 
ance the butts appear in situ, and many would seem to have been 
planted with some degree of regularity, but there are not wanting 
those who contend that the trees have drifted from elsewhere, 
and settled in the peaty matter.

That Dove Point stretched out a considerable distance into the 
sea is certain ; as on the shore, and at a considerable distance 
from the mainland, have been found the remains of buildings 
and traces of cultivation, and during this century a vast number 
of objects of antiquity, to the number perhaps of 4,000 or more, 
have been discovered in the various beds of strata at low tides. 
These objects consist of British, Roman, English, and Irish coins, 
of gold, silver, copper, and brass, and amongst many other 
articles were found Roman fibula?, brooches, buckles, hasps, beads, 
spurs, knives, needles, pins, keys, nails, and finger rings, showing 
that Dove Point must have been a Roman station at one time, and 
a point of importance in succeeding times, as many of the objects 
extend down to the period of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, 
and some even later. Numerous coins and other articles of the 
period of King William the Third have been found, but principally 
on the mainland, in the neighbourhood where his soldiers were 
encamped previous to their embarkation for Ireland. A con 
siderable collection of these articles may be seen in the Mayer
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Museum in Liverpool, but a greater number remain in the posses 
sion of private collectors.

The ravages of the sea have been so great that Dove Point has 
been swept away, a road and part of a racecourse have been 
swallowed up, an outer Leasowe lighthouse has been carried off, 
a church has disappeared, and in 1828 a place of sepulture was 
found nearly opposite Leasowe Lighthouse, but from 100 to 200 
yards below the flow of the tide. In 1795 the Commissioners of 
Sewers made an embankment of some kind at Leasowe, but 
several inundations occurred, and in 1828 the present embank 
ment was made. This, however, does not extend so far west as 
Dove Point, at and about which the inroads of the sea continue, 
and an average of 2 to 3 yards of land are every year being 
washed away.

A family who assumed the local name, but under many different 
spellings, such as Melas, Meols, Meoles, and Melsh, is known to 
have been settled here about the middle of the thirteenth century, 
but it is not known where their house was situated possibly it was 
on Dove Point, and was swept away with that promontory. They 
do not appear to have taken so much interest in the parish of 
West Kirby as in Wallasey, where some members of the family 
either built or endowed the school in 1654, and where they owned 
a large quantity of land. Wallasey Hall or Manor House 
belonged to them, and possibly they made that their principal 
residence; or when they were at Great Meols they may have 
taken more interest in the lost church which has been swallowed 
up by the sea below Leasowe, and which was called Lees Kirk. 
They joined the King's party against the Parliament in Charles 
the First's time, and suffered much in consequence ; and the male 
line became extinct about the end of the seventeenth century. 
Their property passed through females to the Houghs, and from 
them to Mrs. Ramsbottom, and it is now in the possession of 
Mrs. Keightley of Liverpool.

Leasowe Lighthouse, built in 1763, is in this township, and at 
the same time an outer one of wood was built, but this was 
washed away, and the lighthouse at Bidston built instead in 1770.
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A century earlier, lighthouses were so little appreciated that the 
Mayor and Burgesses of Liverpool petitioned against them, on 
the ground that they would be a hurt to mariners and expose 
them to dangers if they trusted to them.

There are three village greens and an extensive common which 
so far have not been enclosed, though some attempts have been 
recently made to appropriate them.

Hoose is the smallest township, but up to a recent period had 
the largest population in the parish. It was scarcely mentioned 
in the Parish Books until after 1700, and the spelling of the 
name seems to have been according to taste and fancy. It is a 
village of fishermen, and seems to have sprung up within the last 
hundred years. In 1833 a church which, according to the first 
proposals, was intended to be a free church, with the exception 
of about 10 pews, was built and dedicated to the Holy Trinity, 
for the public worship of the inhabitants of Great Meols, Hoose, 
and Little Meols, which townships have been formed into the 
ecclesiastical parish of Hoylake. The church which owes its 
origin, together with a portion of the endowment, mainly to the 
late Mrs. Swainson of Hoylake, and her sons and their friends 
and neighbours consists of nave and chancel, with a porch and 
bell turret, and the architect was Mr. (now Sir) James Picton, of 
Liverpool. The windows of the nave and the west front have 
been copied, though on an enlarged scale, from the old Norman 
church of Castle Rising, in Norfolk, but the chancel is in the 
pointed style. The tithes of this parish, unlike those of Frankby, 
are paid to the Rector of West Kirby, and the endowment 
consists of about ^1,600 consolidated three per cent, stock, 
and ;£6o per annum from the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, 
producing together about .£108 per annum, and about _£ioo 
per annum in addition is obtained from pew rents and the offer 
tories. The vicarage and the schools are close to the church, 
and the latter are endowed with about ,£200 consolidated three 
per cent, stock, bequeathed by the late Mr. H. J. Webster, of 
Hoylake and Liverpool.

The Coast Guard Station and Lifeboat House are in this

,
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township, and the Wesleytn chapel at the east end of the village, 
where it joins Great Meols, was the first Nonconformist place of 
worship erected in the ancient parish of West Kirby. This chapel 
was originally built by the Methodists about the year 1850, and 
it passed to the Independents before coming into the possession 
of the Wesleyans.

Little Meols separates the township of Hoose from that of 
West Kirby, and until 50 years ago could hardly be said to be a 
village, as with the exception of two hotels and two lighthouses, 
there were only a few thatched houses and cottages scattered 
over the township.

There is and has been for many years an extensive rabbit 
warren, portions of which have been at various times used for 
racing. The old racecourse was to the west of the present one, 
which was made and the grand stand built by the members of 
the Liverpool Hunt, a club which has ceased to exist, and the 
greater portion of the course and a large part of the warren is 
now used as a links by the Royal Liverpool Golf Club.

Lord Stanley of Alderley is the owner of the township, and one 
of his ancestors, rather more than one hundred years ago, built 
the Royal Hotel, which was at one time considerably larger than 
at present, and was much frequented during the latter part of the 
last century and the first quarter of this century by the nobility 
and gentry of the county.

King William the Third embarked for Ireland at a place which 
is still called " The King's Gap." He arrived at Chester on 
Sunday morning, the roth June, 1690, and attended service at 
the cathedral, after which he proceeded to Gayton Hall, the 
residence of William Glegge, whom he knighted. The next day 
he is said to have set out for Hoylake, and according to tradition 
he stopped on his way at Mr. Glegge's house at Calday Grange, 
where he partook of refreshment, and afterwards proceeded to his 
ship at Hoylake, setting sail, in all probability, on the following 
day.

The islands of Hilbre, three in number, viz., Great Hilbre, 
Middle Hilbre, or middle island, and the Eye, Little Eye, or



The Ancient Parish of West Kirby. 51

Little Lee, as it was formerly called, though in the parish of St. 
Oswald's, Chester, may be noticed here, as they are in the township 
of Little Meols, and the inhabitants have the right of sepulture 
in West Kirby churchyard, but Great Hilbre seems to be the only 
one that has ever been inhabited.

The English church, supposed to have been dedicated to St. 
Hildeburga, which was conveyed to the abbey at Utica, seems to 
have been replaced by a cell for two Benedictine monks and a 
chapel dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and pilgrimages to our 
Lady of Hilbre were frequently made. No undoubted vestiges 
of these buildings are to be seen, except, perhaps, some small 
flagstones and a deep and old well, but a graveyard has been 
discovered, with some monumental slabs sculptured with crosses, 
one of which remains on the island. (See Proceedings, vol. xv.)

The most ancient light or beacon on this coast was on Hilbre, 
for the support of which John Earl of Chester contributed ten 
shillings annually about the year 1230.

There are two caves, one called the " Lady's Cave," on the 
large island, and the other the " Devil's Hole," on the middle 
island, though by the falling of the overhanging rocks the size of 
the latter has been greatly reduced. The name of the Lady's 
Cave would in all probability be given in honour of the 
Virgin, but old stories say that the cave acquired the name in 
consequence of the body of a young lady who had been abducted 
from Waterford, and who with her abductors was drowned, being 
found lying on a ledge in the cave.

The tide flows with great rapidity, and, owing to this and to 
fogs, many lives have been lost in crossing the sands to and from 
the mainland.

It is said that smuggling was carried on to a great extent at 
one time; and undoubtedly there was a good deal of rough work, 
such as prize-fighting, cock-fighting, and such like "sports," which 
a public-house on the island which existed till about sixty years 
ago would not tend to restrain.

The islands now belong to the Mersey Docks and Harbour 
Board, who have a telegraph station, a tide-gauge, and a life-boat
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on Great Hilbre ; and one of the two houses on the island is 
occupied by the members of the Liverpool Canoe Club.

The earliest record of Hoylake appears to be in the reign of 
King John, or about the year 1200, when William Lancelyn quit 
claimed for ever to the Abbot of St. AVerburgh the Lake of 
Hildeburgeye, called " Heye Pol," or pool as we should now 
say.

The name thus first applied to water and afterwards transferred 
to the land has undergone many changes. It has been Heye-pol, 
High-lake, Hyle-lake, Hoyle-lake, and Hoylake, and is now given 
to a district bordering on the sea from the mouth of the Dee to 
more than a mile eastward, comprising a considerable portion of 
Little Meols, the whole of Hoose, and a small part of Great 
Meols.

About the year 1700 the lake at Hoylake was half a mile wide 
at low tide, with 15 feet of water at its western and 30 feet at its 
eastern entrance, but now it is nearly dry at low water, and in 
most places it is quite possible to walk to Hoyle-bank on the 
opposite side.

Towards the end of the seventeenth century, Liverpool, though 
beginning to rival Chester as a port was still subordinate to it; 
and owing to the Rock Channel, which was at that time the only 
channel buoyed and beaconed, being very shallow and dry at low 
water, it is stated by Captain Collins, in 1687, that "the great 
" ships which belong to Liverpool put out at Hyle or High-lake 
" part of their lading, until they are light enough to sail over the 
" flats to Liverpool." This channel, as well as the Horse or 
Hoes channel as it probably should be called became deeper; 
but it was not till 1838 that the Victoria Channel was formed, 
which has now become almost the only channel used for ap 
proaching or leaving the Mersey.

In former times the loss of life on the coast was very great, 
and there is still at West Kirby an open bier, which was used for 
carrying drowned persons found on the shore, and nearly all the 
bodies of these unknown men were buried on the north side of 
the churchyard.
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There was a good deal of wrecking going on at one time, and 
when inward-bound West India ships met with disasters and 
broke up, a great gathering of men from the surrounding villages 
took place in order to secure casks of rum which came ashore, 
and which sometimes were buried in the sandhills to be removed 
at a more convenient time. Deaths have frequently ensued from 
the heavy drinking of the strong new rum which took place at 
such times, and it has been frequently said that some of the 
casks which were buried have never been recovered. Happily, 
now, there are comparatively very few wrecks, and wrecking is a 
thing of the long past.

From the churchwardens' books it may be gathered that there 
was great excitement in the parish during the Seven Years' War, 
as shewn by the payments for ringing the church bells. In 1757 
there was a payment of 33. "for ringing on General Blakeney's 
"birthday"; and upon referring to the history of that time it 
appears that this general made a gallant defence of the island of 
Minorca, then considered the key of the Mediterranean, which, 
however, he had eventually to surrender to the Due de Richelieu, 
and Admiral Byng was shot for not relieving him. Frederick the 
Great, of Prussia, was the ally of this country at that time, and 
the bells were frequently set ringing on his account, and for his 
victories over the Austrians at Leuthen and the Russians at 
Zorndorff; but it seems strange that no notice was taken of his 
victory over the French at Rosbach, in 1757, as at that time they 
were our particular enemies. There was still greater excitement 
about the beginning of this century. Nelson had failed in his 
attempt to destroy the French flotilla at Boulogne, and there were 
great fears of an invasion. The coast was patrolled, and a sloop 
of war, which could then swing in the lake, was stationed at 
Hoylake, and upon a certain signal that the enemy was approach 
ing being hoisted on Bidston Hill, the farmers were ordered to 
drive their cattle into the interior, and destroy all they could not 
carry away. The press-gang, and the dreaded rendezvous  
round-about houses was the name given to these were in full 
swing, and altogether there was thorough uneasiness, and Bona-
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parte, or Boney as he was disrespectfully called, was most 
cordially hated.

It cannot be wondered at therefore that the great victories of 
Howe, Duncan, Jervis, and Nelson were the occasions for 
rejoicing ; the bells were rung, and dinners were held at the 
" Ring o' Bells " to celebrate these great events, and the toast of 
William Pitt was always given as "the Pilot who had weathered 
" the storm." Wellington's victories were celebrated in the same 
way, and more recently the capture of Sebastopol. The anni 
versary of the Battle of Waterloo was kept up by ringing till the 
Crimean War, and many other anniversaries of great national 
events were celebrated in the same way, but these have one by 
one been discontinued, the last to survive being the Gunpowder 
Plot which was given up in the year 1884.

Up to a very recent period the principal and in fact almost the 
only industry in the greater portion of the parish was agriculture, 
though for more than one hundred years the majority of the 
occupiers in Hoose and Little Meols have followed the calling 
of fishermen and gradually given up agriculture.

With the exception of the Glegges of Grange there were no 
resident large landowners and squires in the parish till about fifty 
years ago, though the old books and papers from time to time 
mention " gentlemen," and yeomen were fairly numerous. Most 
of these yeomen, in addition to their own land, took additional 
land on rent from the greater landowners, and became large 
farmers. The crops cultivated were rye and oats on the light 
lands and wheat on the clay ; hay formed a considerable item, 
but potatoes and root crops were not much grown. The great 
industry, however, was cheese-making, and nothing gave a farmer's 
wife greater pleasure than showing her dairy to friends and visitors, 
but all this was long ago, as there probably has hardly been a 
cheese made in the parish during the last thirty years. Farmers 
now find it more profitable to sell milk and butter, and to produce 
hay, potatoes, and root crops, and to feed sheep and cattle for 
the supply of the great population of Birkenhead and Liverpool.

The rent of land may be assumed to have been much the same
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as that of New House, a farm of 193 statute acres belonging to 
Bennett's Charity, which was as follows : 

From 1699, when it was ^59, it gradually increased to 1733,
when it was ,£85.

In 1734 it was reduced to ,£So, and so remained till 1773. 
From 1774, when it was ,£100, it gradually increased to 1797,

when it was ^130. 
From 1798 to 1810 it was ^160, and from 1811 to 1817 it

was ^260. 
From 1818 to 1833 it was ^200, and from 1834 to 1837 it

was ;£i8o. 
From 1838 to 1857 it was ^200 nominally, though allowances

of seven per cent, were sometimes made. 
From 1858 to 1879 it was ^200, and since 1879 .£250.

About the year 1700 slaters charged is. 4d. per day, " rights " 
is., labourers from tod. to is., and ditchers is. zd. per day. In 
1800, a kilderkin of ale cost i6s., slates 275.611. per ton, nails 
4d. per lb., bricks is. 3d. per hundred, and 73. per load was paid 
for carting timber from Woodside. Labourers wages were from 
is. to is. 3d. per day, and thatchers is. 8d. per day; and the 
property tax from 1809 to 1816 was as. in the pound. In the 
early part of this century the head ploughman, living in a 
farmer's house, received as much as ^£14 per annum, and the 
other men on a descending scale, down to ^4 per annum for 
boys. The head woman received ^9 or ,£10 per annum, and 
the dairymaid, sometimes more.

During the last century, the general custom was for the master 
and mistress and their family and servants to occupy the same 
sitting room, on the long winter nights, which was an apartment 
generally called the house. There was but little reading going on, 
even by the master or his family, as books were few and news 
papers scarce, and perhaps the taste for reading not very strong. 
The women occupied themselves with spinning, and the mistress 
with knitting or sewing, but the men did nothing in particular 
except doze, or talk a little about the farm and the work already 
done or to be done. At about eight o'clock, the master, or his

*F 2
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son, and the male servants went round the buildings to bed up 
the horses and see that the cattle were all right, this was called 
" looking up " ; and soon afterwards they all went to bed.

Until about sixty years ago, when an improvement set in, the 
roads not only in the parish but the Hundred of Wirral generally 
were deplorably bad, three horses or more being often required 
for work which can novv be easily done by one. Farmers took 
their produce to market in waggons to Woodside or Seacombe, 
the usual route for the latter being by fields and commons through 
Great Meols, Leasowe, and Wallasey; at the ferries the produce 
was placed on board small boats, and landed on the strand at 
Liverpool, where is now the Prince's Dock. There were boat- 
houses on each side of the river; and sometimes the boatmen 
were not very eager to give up a pleasant chat and the chance of 
another glass of grog, and so the unfortunate and often impatient 
travellers had frequently to wait their pleasure. For some little 
time before steamers were established boats called " long noses " 
were very highly appreciated.

At the beginning of this century the nearest post office to the 
parish was at Neston, nearly ten miles away, and letters lay there 
until a certain number accumulated to make it worth while for a 
man to deliver them. Letters were then generally looked upon 
as foreboding misfortune of some kind, and when the messenger 
from the post office arrived in the parish, great curiosity was 
displayed as to who the letters were for, and considerable specu 
lation ensued as to what they were likely to contain. The next 
post office established was at Upton, rather more than four miles 
from West Kirby, at which place letters had to be called for, but 
very often they were sent by some neighbour who happened to 
be passing through that village. Later on followed the post office 
at Hoylake, then that at West Kirby, and last of all came the 
one at Frankby.

At one time, say about eighty or one hundred years ago, there 
was only one newspaper subscribed for in the parish, and that 
was jointly by the curate and two farmers. It was a weekly one, 
and came a little irregularly, and from it the parishioners obtained
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the greater part of the news of the outside world which they 
possessed.

A rough kind of plenty prevailed at the farmhouses on most 
occasions; but in the smaller houses flesh meat except, perhaps, 
bacon was only put on the table on two or three days in the 
week, and the fare of labourers was certainly not nearly so good 
or abundant as at present. There was no butcher's shop nearer 
than Neston, but afterwards, like the post office, one was opened 
at Upton, and the butcher's cart came round once a week. 
Farmers killed their own beasts, and their neighbours generally 
bought portions from them ; but sometimes when unexpected 
friends arrived about dinner time, people were put to great 
straits, and often had to beg joints of meat to set before them.

The great dainty offered to honoured guests for dinner was a 
roast sucking pig, and there was a mixture of toasted cheese and 
ale called " swig," which was very much liked. Nearly every 
large farmer brewed his own ale, and that, and gin and rum, the 
latter made into punch and served from a punch-bowl, were the 
common beverages. Brandy was not usually offered, being kept 
only for medicinal purposes, and whisky was almost unknown. 
A little wine, red and white that is, port and sherry was kept, 
principally for ladies. Claret was known only to few, and was 
not liked, and champagne was hardly dreamt of.

The roads were so bad that spring vehicles could hardly be 
used. Pack horses carried baggage, and farmers and their wives 
and daughters travelled on horseback. Sometimes, in fact 
generally, the lady sat on a pillion behind the gentleman, with 
her arm round his waist, to keep herself on ; but when a lady 
rode behind her servant-man, he had a belt round his waist, to 
which she held fast.

Dances and festivities of that sort were kept up with great 
spirit, to the music of the violin ; and the dances were reels, 
country dances, and hornpipes. Cotillons and minuets do not 
seem to have been known, but quadrilles became common later, 
and last of all the waltz, followed by other " round dances "  
though it is only within late years that these have come into
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fashion. Dances were often carried on nearly all night ; as it 
would hardly have been safe, on account of the roads, for guests 
from a distance to have gone home before daybreak ; though 
generally the period of what was called " light moons" was 
chosen for parties.

The ways of the farmers and their customers were slow and 
cautious in dealing with the farm produce. A butcher or cheese- 
factor might perhaps call on a farmer early in the day, and 
though they both knew what they wanted, yet they talked of 
anything but business, and would have some beer. Then dinner 
would be ready, and after that they would have a pipe and some 
spirits. Then the cheese or stock would be shown to the visitor, 
just to pass away the time till tea ; and it would, perhaps, be 
only when both were "getting mellow" that business would be 
approached, and a bargain made. Often, indeed, it would 
happen that supper would follow, and a bargain only be arrived 
at when the customer was about to ride away.

The principal out-door amusements were coursing and hunting. 
The former was not carried out as at present meetings, but the 
farmers, who mostly kept greyhounds, would meet occasionally 
on the farms of each other, and enjoy a day's coursing, and 
discuss farming, and observe and compare notes of each other's 
crops at the same time. For fox-hunting the Hundred depended 
upon the Stanleys of Hooton, who kept a pack of hounds, and 
behaved very hospitably to the inhabitants generally.

The in-door amusements were singing, old-fashioned games, 
such as " hunt the slipper," and cards all-fours and whist being 
the favourite games.

The games of boys and young men were marbles, tops, 
burnball (i.e., rounders), foot races, prison-bars, and such like ; 
cricket, golf, and football having been introduced during late 
years.

Until within the last forty years there were few, if any, Roman 
Catholic or Protestant Dissenters in the parish, and the inhabi 
tants were all members of the Established Church. Most of the 
farmers and their wives and families, many having to come two
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or three miles, attended church at one of . the services on 
Sundays, and their Sunday evenings were spent in reading the 
Bible, or sermons or other religious books, in hearing the 
children say the Catechism, and Psalm singing. But they did 
not insist upon their servants going to church, though as a matter 
of fact the women servants, or some of them, did usually attend 
on the Sunday afternoons. Many of the labourers and cottagers 
attended fairly regularly, but still a large number in the parish 
rarely or never went to church, and amongst the young men it 
was not considered manly to be religious. Any person who 
appeared to be in the popular opinion   too religious, or who 
put on a sanctimonious manner, was disliked, and derisively 
called a " Methody " ; and a man who tried to speak correctly, 
and not in the country fashion, was said to be ''talking fine," and 
was ridiculed ; while a woman who tried to do the same was 
said to be " very dutch."

There was quite a serious belief in ghosts, and many a lad at 
Grange has been nearly frightened out of his senses, when waiting 
up at night for his master and his horse, by the fear of Mrs. 
Glegge's ghost, which was said to walk in the Mount at midnight. 
There was also, it was believed, a ghost in the narrow part of the 
lane between West Kirby and Calcly; but the most famous in 
the neighbourhood was the Highfield Lane ghost, which had 
such an awfully bad character that nobody cared to go that way 
at night. Ghosts were called " buggons" in Wirral, and there 
was a rhyme about one at Prenton 

When gorse is in blossom and holly is green, 
Prenlon Hall Buggon ia then to be seen.

There seems to have been a great love of music in the parish, 
and many of the men played the violin, flute, or some other 
instrument, and glees, rounds, and catches were often practised 
and much in favour. The songs of Dibdin, amongst others, were 
very popular, but some older sea songs, especially about Admiral 
Benbow, which used to be grc.it favourites, are now, it is feared, 
quite forgotten.
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The musical instruments used in the church up to 1807, were 
the violin, flute, bassoon, hautboy, violoncello, and perhaps more, 
but in that year an organ (a second hand one) was bought, and 
the other instruments from thenceforward were not used. In 1815 
James Hill, a blind man from Liverpool, was engaged as organist, 
which office he held till his death in 1852. Besides his talent 
as an organist, he had a beautiful tenor voice, and as " solos " 
were then common in church music, his singing was a great 
attraction.

The choir consisted of men who sat in the gallery near the 
organ, and they sang the version of the Psalms by Sternhold and 
Hopkins, and later on that of Tate and Brady. Advent and 
Christmas hymns were the only hymns sung, except Ken's 
Morning Hymn, which was given occasionally, and his Evening 
Hymn, which always closed the service on the afternoons of 
Sundays.

As a rule the service began in the morning with the tooth 
Psalm, and in the afternoon with the 95th, but the singers chose 
the others, which they would mark on a sort of clock face in the 
gallery, and the clerk would then get up and say " Let us sing 
" to the praise and glory of God part of the   psalm, beginning 
" at the   verse." When the singers saw a sailor in church, who 
had just returned from a voyage, they would, as a compliment to 
him, sing part of the loyth Psalm, beginning: 

" They that in ships with courage bold, 
O'er swelling waves their trade pursue ; 
Do God's amazing works behold, 
And in the deep his wonders view."

The 128th was the wedding Psalm, which was sung when a newly- 
married couple made their first appearance. After funerals, when 
the friends of the departed came to church, which they always 
did on the Sunday following, either the 39th or the goth Psalm 
was sung, the first beginning at the 4th verse : 

" Lord, let me know my term of days,
How soon my life will end ; 

The num'rous train of ills disclose, 
Which this frail state attend " ;
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and the second commencing with the 3rd verse : 
" Thou turnest man, O Lord, to dust,

Of which he first was made ; 
And when thou speak'st the word, Return, 

'Tis instantly obeyed."

Or if the departed was of special prominence in the parish, then 
the choir would sing Pope's ode, " The Dying Christian to His 
"Soul," which begins "Vital spark of heavenly flame " it was 
called "Vital spark " for shortness and always caused a sensa 
tion in church.

Up to 1790, the Holy Communion was only administered 
three, or at the most four times during the year, Easter, Michael 
mas, and Christmas being always observed. After that time it 
was agreed at a vestry meeting that the minister should provide 
the bread and wine, and that the sacrament should be admini 
stered seven times a year, and that in consequence of the high 
duty on wine, he should be allowed ^3 3/ per annum for the 
bread and wine.

After the second lesson on the Sunday afternoons in Lent, the 
children of the parish left their seats and were ranged round the 
reading desk to say the Catechism to the minister, the children 
of West Kirby and Caldy repeating it on one Sunday, Grange 
and Newton children on a second, those of Frankby and Greasby 
on a third, and the children of Great Meols, Hoose, and Little 
Meols on a fourth Sunday.

During the second half of the last century, and the early part 
of this, there was a great destruction of birds and birds' eggs, 
and in 1808 the churchwardens paid ,£4 17/2 for 2331 dead 
sparrows, but it would appear from the books of the church 
wardens that the boys of the parish must have imposed upon 
them, and got paid for the same birds twice, as they adopted the 
plan of wringing the birds' necks off. In 1811, the parishioners 
resolved that " no more sparrows of any description should be 
" paid for."

Before 1758, the church floor was covered with rushes, and the 
annual ceremony of rush-bearing was observed, but in this year 
the church was flagged. There was a stone bench round the
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inside walls of the church, but no record is left as to when it was 
first pewed.

The very important officers, the Churchwardens, have been 
left to the last. Before 1788, they were chosen by the curates 
and parishioners, from any portion of the parish ; but from that 
time till about 1860 residents from the following townships served 
together : West Kirby and Great Mcols, Calcly and Little Meols, 
Grange and Greasby, Newton and Frankby. Hoose, for some 
unknown reason, did not pay church-rates, and therefore was not 
entitled to have a warden selected from its inhabitants, though, 
as a matter of fact, one of its residents sometimes served the 
office, instead of a ratepayer of Little Meols. The Curate (or 
the Rector if present) chose his churchwardens from the town 
ships of West Kirby, Caldy, Grange and Newton, and the 
parishioners theirs from the other four. They only served for 
one jear, and no two churchwardens served together for two 
years in succession from the restoration of 1788 till the restoration 
of 1869. In old times they spent a great deal of money in eating 
and drinking, and there were parish dinners every Easter Monday, 
and dinners to ringers and singers every Shrove Tuesday, at the 
Ring o' Bells. On one occasion, at a visitation at Chester, 
they charged for "eating i6s. 6d." and "drink £\ is. Sd. ; 
that was in 1788, and must be considered a pretty large sum 
for those days. They charged for their time when collecting 
" Briefs," " Riding Briefs," and " Leys ;" for expenses and hire of 
horses at visitations, and one shilling per day for their attendance 
when repairs were being done, but a good deal more was charged 
under the heading of "Ale," or "Spent then." They even spent 
one shilling in 1758, when an unfortunate woman had to do 
penance; and when, after the second lesson in the morning, they 
went to the public-house in the village to see that no person was 
drinking, scandal used to say they took a little drop themselves.

The system in the parish for raising money for church expenses 
was by a rate called a "double ley," which was a charge levied on 
the land but paid by the occupier. In 1761 an assessment of 
the value of the parish was made, with the exception of the small
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township of Hoose, which at that time was of little value and had 
probably very few inhabitants, and a double ley for the individual 
townships was apportioned as follows : West Kirby, £i os. 6d.; 
Grange, £i 75. lod.; Caldy, £2 os. 6d.; Frankby, i6s. 6d.; 
Greasby, £i 35. 6d.; Newton-cum-Larton, 135. ud. ; Great 
Meols, ;£: 6s. 8d.; Little Meols, 135. gd., or rather more than 
^9 in all, and on this basis the leys or church rates were levied for 
one hundred years.

The number of "double leys" required was voted at the 
annual Easter Vestry Meeting, and for the second half of the 
last century they averaged 2±, or about £22 IDS. per annum. 
For the first twenty years of this century the average was 4^, and 
after that the "double leys '' voted ranged from 6J to Sf, except 
in the years 1846 and 1847, when ioi were granted, amounting 
to about ^94 IDS., the additional expense at that time being 
incurred by removing the flat ceiling over the chancel, which 
concealed the upper tracery of the window.

A refusal to pay the church rates or leys was most unusual; 
a few occasionally did not pay on account of poverty, but in such 
cases no attempt was made to enforce payment, and of this rate, 
it may be said, however strange it may appear, that it v/as a 
popular tax.

The Churchwardens had a long and arduous duty before them, 
as the parish generally made provision to entertain them, and 
they were expected to eat or at least to drink at almost every 
house. When they set out to collect, the first house they came 
to they would probably have some ale and bread and cheese, at 
another a glass of gin, at a third rum, to be succeeded at the 
following honse by ale again and perhaps a pork pie, and it was 
not considered polite to refuse.

When they made their appearance in a village the news spread 
like wildfire that the Churchwardens had come, and the farmers 
would come back from their fields and do all in their power to 
entertain them. About dinner time they would call at one of 
the larger houses, and in all probability spend the rest of the day 
and a considerable portion of the night there, and this lasted for

J
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five or six weeks till all the townships had been visited, and such 
was the unbounded hospitality of the parish, that the happy 
churchwardens were frequently unable to remember how they 
arrived at their own homes.

A great change has come over the parish since the period of 
these old-world stories, and perhaps the change began with the 
making of the turnpike roads some 60 or 70 years ago, by which 
it became possible to use spring vehicles, and communication 
with the outside world was rendered easy.

For a long time, however, there was no public conveyances, but 
about 30 or 35 years ago omnibuses were established both from 
West Kirby and Hoylake to Birkenhead. These have been 
succeeded by the railway from Docks Station, Birkenhead, to 
Hoylake in 1866, and the extension of the same from Hoylake 
to West Kirby in 1878, which have quite changed the appearance, 
position, and circumstances of Hoylake and West Kirby, new 
streets have been made, and houses, shops, and chapels have 
sprung up as if by magic in both places, and as further railway 
facilities are either made or in progress, there seems to be every 
probability of at least the maritime townships of the ancient 
parish of West Kirby becoming places of considerable import 
ance.

The authorities for the statements in this paper may be given 
generally as follows : Gastrell's Notitia Cestriensis, Ormerod's 
History of the County and City of Chester, Mortimer's History of 
Wirral, Hume's Ancient ATeols, Transactions of the Historic 

Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, Historical Sketches of Non 
conformity in the County Palatine of Chester, parish books and 
papers in the church and charity chests of West Kirby, tradition 
and personal knowledge.
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NOTE,

In 1637 the Easter Rolls of the parish (copied by E. M. 
Hance, Esq., from the Harl. MS. 2009, p. 338) were as under 
neath : 
" These Towneships within the parish of West-Kirkby ats Kirby 

" in the Dioc of Chester.

" Kirby whose Rolls are vallued at about 26 shillings. 30 hous- 
" holders in the Towne.

" Meols Parva, whose Easter Rolls are vallued at 12 s 8d . About 
"23 housholders in the Towne.

"Meols Magna, whose Rolls are vallued at 15* 8cl ob. 26 
" housholders in the Towne.

" Hoose whose Easter Rolls are vallued at 2 s 6d . . . 9 hous- 
" holders.

" Calday Parva Easter Rolls are vallued at i 1' 7 s od ob. 49 
" inhabitants or thereabouts.

" Calday Magna Easter Rolls vallued at 2os 9d ob. . . about 
" 18 housholders in yc Towne.

"Newton whose Easter Rolls are vallued at 6 s 4d . 17 hous- 
" holder in the Towne.

" ffrancby, Easter Rolls are valued at 15* 4d ob. About 12 hous-
" holders. \

" Gresby whose Easter Rolls or tything are vallev/ed at i 1' i d ob. 
"23 housholders.

" these Easter Rolls or tythings consisisted [sic] of chattels as 
" cowes calfes piggs coults bees geese, wh were thus rated 

" e9y one that kept a cowe payd i d ob

" for efiy calfe i d a coult i d

" for the tenth pigge i s bees and geese ratable

" eggs e9y tenth, & e8y one that had a garden, i cl .

" etty one that had a barke or fishing boate on the rifl payd iod 
"or i2d .
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" woole and lambe efiy tenth

" besides corne & hay wch is the standing tyth of the Parish.

" these tythes are more or lesse according to the Stockes of the 
"inhabitans of the seftall Townes;" and as having some 
bearing upon the population, it may be noted that in 1642, 
102 householders and 21 other inhabitants of the parish 
(whose names are stated in the Harl. M.S. 2107) signed the 
Cheshire Remonstrance to the King and to the Parliament 
on the subject of the unhappy differences then existing 
between them.

u
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NOTE ON FOUR CARVED SHIELDS 
AT WEST KIRBY CHURCH.

THESE shields, to which the attention of the Council was 
directed by Mr. T. N. Morton, are carved in stone, and occupy 
a position under the shelter of the architrave above the doorway 
to the tower of the church; they are four in number, and, as will 
be seen from Mr. Kirby's drawing and Mr. Lange's photograph, 
they are of the form known as "heater-shaped shields," and are 
alternated with rose-like ornaments. The shields display the 
following armorial bearings: (i) a bend sinister between two 
lions' faces; (2) a cross patonce; (3) a chevron between three 
six-foils or roses; and (4) a bend sinister between two crescents.

The lions' faces, which are carved in a spirited manner, ate 
not identical in form, the one in base having more mane and 
looking more fierce than that in chief. The cross patonce has a 
raised centre which is very effective, though it has the dis 
advantage of suggesting two crosses one placed upon the other. 
The chevron does not, as it should do, form a right angle, and 
this produces a rather poor effect; the six-foils have become 
indistinct from the effects of the weather, and it is rather difficult 
to determine what they are intended to represent; they may be 
roses.

It is remarkable that, in both cases, the bends should be 
" bends sinister," such bends being of very rare occurrence, and 
I am inclined to think that it is probable "bends dexter" were 
intended and that the mason has carved them incorrectly. It 
may be noticed that in our own times workmen seem habitually 
to carve bends sinister in preference to bends dexter, and 
accordingly we find the bend sinister as a not uncommon pseudo- 
armorial ornament upon houses, furniture, &c. Supposing the 
bend in the first shield to be a bend dexter, I think the shield 
was intended to commemorate a member of the Meoles family, 
who bore for arms Argent a bend''-1 between two lions' jaces (some 
times given as lions' heads erased) Sable. This opinion is 
strengthened by the fact that Thomas Meoles, of Great Meoles, 
Esq., who died temp. Philip and Mary, married Margaret,

* A bend dexter is sufficiently described as " a bend."
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daughter of Henry Banaster, of Bank, Esq. (Helsby's Ormerod, ii., 
494), and the Banaster arms were Argent a cross patonce Sable, 
the bearings which appear on the second shield.

If the charges in the third shield are intended for roses, it is 
possible that a great personage is commemorated. William 
Smith,* the munificent founder of Brazenose College, Oxford, who 
was Bishop of Lichfield and Coventry 1493 1495 (in which 
diocese West Kirby then was), and afterwards Bishop of Lincoln, 
1495 1514, bore for arms Argent, a chevron Sable between tliree 
roses Gules. If, however, the suggestion that the first and second 
shields represent Thomas Meoles and Margaret his wife is 
correct, the shields must have been carved after their marriage, 
which probably took place about the year 1530, as John Meolse 
their son was 22 years of age in 1554. At this time the Bishop's 
connection with the parish had ceased for more than thirty years, 
and, assuming the arms on the third shield to be his, we must 
suppose them to have been set up from gratitude or affection : 
perhaps he was a benefactor to West Kirby Church. It may be, 
however, that the doorway is older than 1530, judging by the 
style of its architecture, that the Bishop is commemorated by the 
third shield, and that the second one is not intended to represent 
Margaret Banaster, but one of the many families who bore 
a cross patonce.

The fourth shield exhibits the coat of a family named Deben- 
ham or Debnam, who bore for arms Sable (sometimes Azure) a 
bend between two crescents Or (sometimes Argent.); but I have not 
been able to trace any connection of such a family with West 
Kirby parish.

It may be worth while to note that two papers on this church 
have been already printed by the Historic Society, the first 
(vol. iv., p. 198) is entitled "Notes on the Church of West Kirby, 
Cheshire, by James Middleton, Esq.," and is illustrated by four 
plates, which are, however, in some respects, incorrect and 
misleading, as pointed out by Mr. H. Ecroyd Smith, in his paper 
" Reliques of the Anglo-Saxon Churches of St. Bridget and 
St. Hildeburga, West Kirby, Cheshire" (vol. xxiii., p. 13).

J. PAUL RYLANDS.
* The Bishop was a native of the parish of Prescot, being the son of Robert Smith, 

or Smyth, of Peel House, in Widnes.


