
NOTES ON THE CHARTERS OF 

THE BOROUGH (NOW CITY) OF LIVERPOOL.

By Sir James A. Picton, F.S.A.

(Enlarged and extended ty Mr. E. Af. Hance and the Hon. Assistant Sic., 
Mr. T. N. Alorton.)

THE Charters of our Municipal Corporations are valuable 
documents, throwing light upon the mediaeval condition 

of the country, and on the development of our institutions. 
Those of Liverpool form a complete series from the original 
grant by King John, in 1207. They are in the possession of 
the Corporation, and are for the most part in good condition.

The following notes present in short compass the general 
outlines of the documents, with brief notices of the principal 
persons concerned or named therein.

I. CHARTER or JOHN (AUGUST 26, 1207).*
[This charter is printed in extenso, with a fac-siinilc of llie original pnd a tranblatton, 

in Sir James A. Picton's Sekctii-ns Jrom the Municipal Archives and Records, 1st vol., 
published by G. G. Walmsley, 1883, p. 2. It is also printed, with a translation, in the 
Appendix to the Report of the Municipal Corporations Commissioners, dated November, 
1833, and (with a rough attempt at a fac-simile) in R. Urooke's Liver/viol, pp. 20, 22, and 23 ; 
and a translation is given in Babies' Liverpool, p. 81 ; also Trans. Itist. Soc., vol. iv., pp. 
7 and 8.]

Johannes, Dei gratia Rex Anglie, Uominus Hibernie, Dux 
Normannie, Aquitanie, Comes Andegavie, omnibus fulelibus suis, 
qui burgagia apud Villain de Liuerpul habcrc volueiint, salutem. 
Sciatis quod concessimus omnibus fidelibus nostris qui burgagia 
apud Liuerpul ceperint, quod habeant omnes libertates et liberas 
consuetudines in villa de Liuerpul quas aliquis liber Burgus super 
mare habet in terra nostra. Et ideo vobis mandamus, quod

* This charter measures 7 inches by 2. It is written in the clear elongated characters of 
the neriod, and, though somewhat diw_oloureil. U in excellent preservation, except that ihe 
seal is wanting. A copy of it is now in the Record Office, in London, amonRbl the Patent 
Roll*.  VitU Calendar Rot. Pat., p. 3b.
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secure et in pace nostra illuc veniatis, ad burgagia nostra recipi- 
enda et hospitanda. Et in hujus rei testimonium has litteras 
nostras patentes vobis transmittimus. Teste Simone de Pateshul 
apud Wynton xxviij0 die Augusti anno regni nostri Nono. p Simon 
de Pateshull.

John, by the grace of God King of England, Lord of Ireland, 
Duke of Normandy, Aquitain, and Earl of Anjou, to all his 
faithful subjects who may have wished to have burgages in the 
town of Liverpool greeting. Know ye that we have granted to 
all our faithful people who may have taken burgages at Liverpul 
that they may have all liberties and free customs in the town of 
Liverpul which any free borough on the sea hath in our land. 
And therefore we command you that securely and in our peace 
you come there to receive and inhabit our burgages. And in 
testimony hereof we transmit to you these our letters patent. 
Witness Simon de Pateshill* at Winchester on the 28th day of 
August in the ninth year of our reign L 12 "?]-

II. CHARTER OF HENRY III. (MARCH 24, 1229).!
[This second charter is printed at full length, with a translation in parallel columns, in 

pp. j.-ij. of the Appendix to the M. C. Commissioners' Report, 18^3 ; it is also printed, with 
a translation, in K. Brooke's Lit't:rJ>col t pp. 25-28, and a translation is given in Haines' 
Liverpool, pp. 90-1.J

Henry by the grace of God King of England, Lord of Ireland, 
Duke of Normandy and Aquitaine, and Earl of Anjou, to the 
archbishops, bishops, abbots, priors, eails, barons, justices, sheriffs, 
reeves, ministers, and all his bailiffs and faithful people, greeting.

Know ye that we have granted and by this our charter have 
confirmed that our Town of Leverepul shall for ever be a free 
borough, and that the burgesses of the same borough shall have

* Simon dc P.iteshill was Sheriff of Kssex and Herts in 6 Richard I. (31 Rep. Rcc., r 
p. 286), and Justiciar of Kn^land ftnin 120^ to 1213 ; he was re-appointed to the latter office 
in 1232. He was also a liaron of the Kxchetmer in 4 and 5 of John {I'restuiich). He was 
witness to the charter K'anted to London oy King John, on 171(1 June, 1199, at Shpreham, 
Hants (llistt'ritiil Clusters cf the City of l,<'n,ivtc, 1834!, where he was also a witness to 
Hclliston Charter in the second year of John's reij;n.

t This charter measures 9 inches hy 12. It is in good preservation, but the seal is gone 
from the plaited cords. It is written in fine elongated characters, and the ink is of good 
colour. A copy of it is in the Record Office, London, amongst the other documents of the 
Duchy of Lancaster.  I'Uie 311! Report, p. 7.
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a mercatorial gild* with a hanse and other liberties and free 
customs to the same gild pertaining ; and that no one who is not 
of the same guild shall transact any merchandize in the aforesaid 
borough, unless by consent of the same burgesses. We have also 
granted to the same burgesses and their heirs that they shall have 
soc and sac, and thol and theam, and infangenethef, and that 
they shall be quit throughout our whole land and through all 
seaports, of toll, lastage, passage, pontage and stallage, and that 
they shall do no suit of counties and wapentakes for their tenures 
which they hold within the borough aforesaid. We have granted 
also to the same burgesses and their heirs that whatsoever 
merchants may have sought the borough aforesaid with their 
merchandizes of whatever place they may have been, whether 
strangers or others who may have been of our peace or with our 
license shall have come into our land, may safely and securely 
come to the aforesaid borough with their merchandizes and safely 
remain there and safely thence depart doing therefor the right 
and due customs. We prohibit also that any one shall injure 

| ' damage or molest the aforesaid burgesses, upon forfeiture to us 
of £10. Wherefore we will and firmly command that the 
aforesaid town of Leverepul be a free borough and that the 
aforesaid burgesses have the aforesaid mercatorial gild with a 
hanse and the other liberties and free customs to that gild 
pertaining and that they have all the other liberties and free 
customs and acquittances as is aforesaid. These being witnesses :

H. de Burgh, Earl of Kent, Justiciary of England!
Philip D'AubeneyJ

* As to the legal effect of this grant it may be pointed nut th.it I'laekstonc (Conuuentfiries^ 
vol. I., pp. 473-4), giving as his authorities 10 AY/. 30, i A't>//, Abr. 513, xiy. ;--" It is held,

that If the king grants to :i svt f>f men to have %il<irtitt titen.atnri(int t :\ mercantile meeting
or assembly, this is alone sufficient to im urpora'e anil establish them for ever " ; and in a 

note to this passage he gives the folluwinj.; c.xi'laiiatnni of the term itielf, viz. :   " Gild
signified, among the Saxon?, a fraternity, derived from the verb ^lloan, lo pay, because

\\

every man paid his share towards the expenses of the community. And hence iheir place
of meeting is frequently called the Gild or Guild hall"
t Hubert de Burgh was a Haron of the Kxcheinicr from yth to 131)1 Henry III., both 

inclusive, i,<*. , for seven years (vide Mad'jx /i.rr/tty«*r|, and was Justiciary of England 
from 1219 to 1231. He served the office cf Lord Hi^h Treasurer in 1248, or thereabouts. 
He was created Earl of Kent nth February, 1226. He left two sous, but neither of them 
succeeded to the title, which was extinct by his death, ^th May, 12*3. He was interred in 
the church of Hlack Friars, translated from their old church by Old Bourne (Holbourn).  
Stowes' London, vol. I., p. 670.

J Philip de Aubeney (or Albany) witnesses at Woodstock Henry III.'s charter to London 
of 1 8th August, nth of his reign (1227).

F 2
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Ralph son of Nicholas* 
Nicholas de Molest 
John son of Philipj 
Geoffrey Despenserj and others.

Given by the hand of the venerable father R. bishop of 
Chichester§ our Chancellor, at Marlborough the 24th of March 
in the i3th year of our reign [1229].

i o marks paid = j£6 : 1 3 : 4

III.   CHARTER OF EARL ROBERT DE FERRERS 
(50 HENRY III.   1265), ||

[Printed in full in the Appendix, post, p. 86. Concerning this charter the following note 
appears in the Liverpool Records^ vol. II., p. 103, made by Edward Hal&all, Recorder, in 
1574, viz. :   " Robert (Terror Comes Derbie p* cartam sua' dat' quinto die februarij Anno '' Kegni " --  -  -        "    

t P ~ 
An abstract not quite correct of the charter is given in Baines1 Liverpool, p. in.]

To all to whom the present writing may come, ROBERT DE 
FERRERS, Earl cf Derby, Greeting in the Lord. Know ye that

* Radulphus fil 1 Nicholai was witness lo four London Charters; viz., three dated i8th 
February, 1227, at Westminster, and one dated i6th March, 1227, at Westminster.

t Dugdale (vol. I., p. 619) gives the following particulars concerning Nicholas de Meols 
and his family, viz. :  In the sth Stephen (i 140) there is mention made of Roger de Molis, 
" but after him none of the same are noticed until the time of Henry III,, when Nicholas 
41 dc Meols, in right of Hawyse his wife, daughter and coheir to James [Collins says Henry] 
" de Newmarch, possessed ye Lordships of Cadebury and Saperton Com. Somerset part of 
" the Barony of the said James de Newmarch.

" The 12 Henry III. (1228) this Nicholas was Sheriff of Hampshire and Governor of the 
" Castle of Winchester, and moreover the 18 Henry III. (1234) had the Islands df Garnesey, 
" Jersey, Serke, and Aureney [/.*-., AlderneyJ committed to his care, together with the 
" Sheriffalty of the same County. The 28 Henry III. (1244) he obtained a signal victory 
*' over the King of Navarre ; and returning to England the next year, and being an expert 
"Commander he was employed against the Welsch, and made Governor of ye Castles of 
" Carmarthen and Cardigan, and the 4^2 of Henry III. (1258) was constituted Constable of 
" Dover Castle and Warden of the Cmque Ports. To this Nicholas succeeded Roger his 
" son and heir." The name of Meols, however, does not appear in Holtingshed's Catalogue 
of the ll'nrtitns of the Cinque /Wfj and Constables of Diver Castle.

Nicholas de Meols was Sheriff of Hampshire 131)1 to i6th, of Devon i8th to aoth, of York 
23rd to 26th, and of Kent 43rd Henry III. Arms A. two bars G. in chief three Torteauxes.

I Johannes fil' Philippt was witness to a London Charter of iSth August, 1227, at 
Woodstock.

§ Galfridus Dispensator, de Ncvil, brother to Ralph, Bishop of Chichester, was a 
Templar, and Lord High Treasurer in 1252, or thereal>ouis. Of the brother Sir J. Prestwich 
states th.it he was Bishop of Chichester from 1223 to 1245. In 1211 he was appointed Keeper 
of the Seal under Peter de Riipihus (de Roehei, who w;ts Bishop of Wintou and Lord Chief 
Justice of Kriglaiul. Ralph \\.is m:ide Cli:uic»:llor of Ireland in 1232. In 1238 the King 
look the Great Seal from him by his own prerogative, ;uid delivered it to Geoffrey (above 
named I, a Templar, his brother, and John de I.exin^torne ; but Ralph had still the profits of 
the Chancellorship. Tins Rulpb was also witness to a London Charter dated at Windsor, 
26th February, 31 Henry III., A.1.1. 1247.

II This charier measures 0)4 inches by 7!^ inches. It is beautifully written on parchment, 
in the peculiar writing of the time, perfectly distinct and easily legible. Unfortunately, the 
s.tral is entirely gone.
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we have inspected the charter of the burgesses of the town of 
Liverpol which they have from the King of England in these 
words:

[Here follows King John's charter, of which a translation is 
given on p. 54.]

We have also inspected the Confirmation of the Lord Henry 
King of England, in these words :

[Here follows King Henry III. 's charter, as given on pp. 54-6.]

Which being inspected and fully understood we have for cur- 
selves and our heirs conceded and confirmed in perpetuity to 
the said burgesses and their heirs all the liberties and free 
customs contained in the said charter and confirmation. In 
witness whereof we have caused our seal to be affixed to this 
present confirmation These being witnesses

The Lords William le Botiller* \
Robert le Banasterf r Knights.
Robert de LathumjJ

* Sir William le Botiller (Lord of Warrington) was son and heir of Almeric Pmcerna, who 
married Beatrice, daughter and heiress of Matthew Yillers, Baron of Warrington. He 
succeeded his father in 1235, while still a minor, and was in ward to William. Karl of Ferren. 
(Coiicher Book of IVhalley, p. 417), He was Sheriff of Lancashire 43 Henry III., 1259 (31 
Rep. Rec.) p. 301). On the 30th Octohcr, 1260, King Henry III. issued from Westminster 
Letters Patent "to Sir William le Butillcr, commanding him to obey Kdmund the King's 
" son Llo whom Earl Ferrers' forfeited estates had been grantedl AS liis lord" ; and again on 
the i6th June, 1270, from Waltham, commanding him " to do homage " to the said Kdmund 
"for the land which he holds from the Honor of Lancaster" (Mi*/, p, 11). Under date 
30 Edward I., 1292, Sir William le Botiller is mentioned as producing, in answer to a Quo 
Warranto, a grant, dated 41 Henry ML, for a market and fair at Laton, and another, dated 
5 Edward I., for a like at Warrington (Coucher Book of Whalley, nl<i j«/m). In 1298 he 
was party with Gilbert, son of Gilbert de Halsale, to a deed relating to a diversion of the 
River Alt (Glbson's Lytiiiite, pp. 13-14, where a translation of the deed is printed in full). 
' On the death of John Blundel of Incc [between 1254 ami 1265] Jordan de Uerby on the 
'part of Robert, Earl of Ferrers, and Sir William le Boliler, feudal lords, laid claim lo the 
' wardship of his infant children " (Ibid, p. 93 . Sir William le Boiiller was witness U a 
arge number of deeds relating to the Abbey of Stanlawe (Coitcfttr Rwk of Whallcy), and 
' about 1285 confirmed a grant to Simon Kilz Alan de Halsale and William Fit/ Benedict de 
1 Lydiatc of land in Orsalhefed to the Abbey of Cockersand " (Gibson's Lydiate, p. 13).
t Sir Robert le Banastre (Knight) was son of Sir Hubert le Banastre, Baron of Newton, 

by his wife dementia, daughter of Philip de Orreby, Jusuce of Chester. As an infant he 
succeeded his lather in ihe lo'dship of Newton in 1242, and was in ward to the Prior of 
Penwortham ; he married Alice, daughter of Gilbert Woodcock, by whom he had two 
children : (i! James, who married Kleiia, daughter of Sir William k Botiller, but died 
before his father, leaving one daughter, Alice, who married Sir John Lane ton, and brought 
to him the lordship of Newton ; and (?) Clcmenib, wife of William de Lea. In 1284 Sir 
Robert le Banastre founded the Chantry in the Chapel uf Newion-in-Makcrfield (Trans. 
Hist. Soc. t vol. xx'iv., pp. 98-103, and Rained Chantries, p. 74).

t Sir Robert de Lathom was son of Richard de La'.hom, living temp. King John (Concher 
Bock of WhalUy}. He was Sheriff of I .an cash ire 1236, from 1249 lo 1254, and again in 
1264 and 1265 (31 Rep. AVi., p, 301). He is mentioned as holding one knight's fee in 
Knowsly, Hutton [Huytou], and '1 horboc (/V.\/,i de AVf///, Grcgson, App. v.j. He was 
witness to a large number of deeds relating to the Abbey of Stanlawe (Conchtr Book of 
WhalUy), and to a grant of Robert Ranacrcs to Roger, his brother (Trans. Hist. Sot., 
vol. xxxii,, p. 187).
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Henry de T.ee* \
Alan de Wyndhulf [ Knights.
John de EuyasJ >
Thurstan de Holonde§
Master Robert, || Rector of the

church of Waleton 
Master William de Waletonli 
William le Molineus !:";;and others.

Given at Liverpol by the hand of Master H. Lovel our 
Chancellor on the fifth day of February in the fiftieth year of 
the reign of King Henry son of King John [1265],

This example of a subject presuming to confirm his sovereign's 
charter is supposed to be unique.

* Sir Henrycle Lee was son of John de Lea (Lord of Lea), who died 27 Henry III. (1243). 
He w:ts Sheriff of Lancashire in 1277, 1278, and 1283 (Query : In conjunction with, or as 
deputy for, Edmund, Karl of Lancaster, whose name is given fur these years in the list of 
Sheriffs on p. 301 of 31 AY/. A'a~., but with the note " sed tantnm de debitis regis "). He 
died 17 Kdward I., and was found possessed, by inquisition taken that year, of the manors 
of Charnok, Meles, and Lea, and lands in l,)uarHon (Cmicher lliwk of Wkallty, pp. 42 and 
497). He was witness to a large number of deeds relating to the Abbey of Stanlawe included 
in the Coitcher /><><>/  of ly/mlliy; also to a grant by Richard Ijlundcl to Uetiedict, the son of 
Simon (Traits. Hist. J>Vt'., vol. xxxii., p. 191).

His name appears as witness to several of the deeds rel.ititi^ to the Abbey of Stanlawe, all 
undated ; the latest, probably, being a grant by his daughter Amabilla, widow of Walter 
Moton (Voucher Book of WhaHey^ p. 871).

t Sir John de Euyas [d'EwesJ was a witness, on St. Luke's Day, 8 Edward I., to a grant 
of lands and tenements in Bilington from Beatrice, daughter of Adam de Blakcburn, to 
John, the son of Richard de Poultchardon ; and in the 31 Kdward !., from Richard de 
Poultchardon to Sir Adam Hudleston and Joan, his wife. Concher Bo ok of Whcillcy^ pp. 
963 and 971.

§ Sir Thurstan de Holonde was the eldest son of Robert tie Holonde, the first on record 
of this family. He also appears in Testa dc AVrV//as one of the jurors for the Hundred of 
West Derby. His name appears as witness to several of the deeds relating to the Abbey of 
Stanlawe, one being dated on the feast of SS. Sirnon and Jude, in the year 1272.

|| Robert, Rector of Walton. Walton, at the time of this charter, belonged to the Abbey 
of St. Peter, at Shrewsbury, and continued to do so till 10 Kdward IV., on the ist June in 
which year it was conveyed to Thomas Molyneux, son and heir of Richard.

11 William de Waleton was son of Henry de Waleton, who had a grant of Walton, fformby, 
and Hale in 11 Henry III. In Testa dc Nevill he appears as holding the third part of a 
knight's fee in " Kyrkedale " from the fee of Karl Ferrers (Uregson, App. v.). He was also, 
with Sir Robert de Lathom, a witness to a grant by Robert, son of William de Ranacres, to 
Roger, his brother (Trnns, Hist. S<>t\, vol. xxxii., p. i8S).
** William le Molineus was eldest sot. of Adam le Molineus, Lord of Sefton, and grandson 

of Edith, sister of Sir William le Botiller. His name appears as a witness to a grant by 
Benedict, sun of Symon, to Richard Bhmdel, and also to one by the latter to the former 
(7'rans. Hist. SOL ., vol. xxxii., pp. 190-1). There is some coufu.sion in the Molyneus pedigree 
given on p. 491 of the Lonelier Bock oj ll~/i<tt<c\ t the generations being too many by two. 
This William le Molineus is stated in Gihson's /.vtj'iiitc, p. Q^-, to have died in 1280, in which 
case he is probably identical with the Sir William le Molyneus of Sefton, who is stated in 
the pedigree to have been created a knight banneret in (^ascony, and to have died in that 
year.
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Robert de Ferrers had full pardon for all trespasses up to sth 
December, 1265, for a fine to the King of 1500 marks and a cup 
of gold; but on the 2Sth June, 1266, all his castles, lands, &c., 
forfeited for high treason, were granted to Edmund, the King's 
son. 31 Rep. JKec., p. 9.

IV.   CHARTER (Inspeximus) OF EDWARD III. (JAN. 22, 1333).*
[Printed in full, with a translation in parallel columns, on pp. ii.-iv. of the Appendix to 

M# Report of the M. C. Commission, 1833 ; and an abstract of the translation is given in 
Baines' Liverpool, p. 146.]

Recites the charters of John and of Henry, and simply confirms 
them.

The King's titles are given as " Edward, by the grace of God, 
" King of England, Lord of Ireland and Duke of Aquitaine."

The witnesses are   
" The venerable fathers W. Archbishop of Vork, Primate

" of England I
"J. Bishop of Winchester our Chancellor! 

" John de Eltham Earl of Cornwall j our most dear brother, 
" John de Warenne Earl of Surrey, [] 
" Henry de Beaumont,*; 
" Henry de Percy,**
" Ralph de Neville, Steward of our household, and others"; 

and the date   "York, 22nd January, in the 6th year of our 
"reign" [1333]. (Signed) Pokel (?).

40 shillings paid =

* This charter, which measures 16 inches by n, has a large margin, and is ruled throughout 
and with lines on the border. It is written in a fine buld hand, and is perfectly legible, 
although the ink is now brown in colour. In the first or headline there are eleven curious 
elongated flourishing capital letters, an inch in height. The part of the Royal Sea], in green 
wax, which still remains shows the King on horseback, in very bold relief.

t William de Melton, who was Lord Chancellor and Lord Treasurer. Archbishop of 
York, 1317 to 1340.   Le Neve's Fasti, vol. iii. p. 106.

\ John de Stratford (Essex) was sent Ambassador to the Pope in 1323, who appointed him 
Bishop of Winchester. He received the Great Seal as Chancellor 1330, but resigned it in 
1334 to Richard tie Bury, on being translated to Canterbury,   Campbclt's Lives of tilt 
(J/uince[lorst vol. i., p. 214, jo/.

§ John de Eltham was second son of Edward II. Died at Perth in 1336 S.P. Earl of 
Cornwall.

II John Warren, surnamcd Plantagcnet, obiit 1347.
^1 Henry Beaumont, Earl of Buchan, in Scotland. Created Lord Beaumont in 1308. 

** Lord Constable. Created Earl of Northumberland in 1337. Second baron, ob. 1 352,
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V. CHARTER (Inspeximus) OF RICHARD II. (JUNE u, 1382).*
[Printed in full, with a translation in parallel columns, in the Appendix to the M. C. 

Commissioners' Report, 1833, pp. iv.-vi. ; and an abstract of the translation is given in 
Baines' Liverpool, pp. 170-1.]

Recites the foregoing confirmation charter of Edward III., and 
confirms it, with the included charters, except so far as relates to 
the clause above expressed, " that no one who is not of the same 
" gild shall transact any merchandize unless by consent of the said 
" burgesses," that clause " being wholly excepted," and adds a 
clause indemnifying the burgesses from the loss of any of their 
privileges by non-user.

The King's titles are given as " Richard, by the grace of God, 
" King of England and France and Lord of Ireland." 

Witnesses : 
" The venerable fathers W. the confirmed elect of

" Canterbury,!
" R. bishop of London, \ and 
" W. bishop of Winchester,^

" John King of Castile and Leon, Duke of Lancaster,]] 
" Thomas Earl of Buckingham,^ our most dear uncles 
" Richard Earl of Arundell,** 
"Thomas Earl of Warwick,!t 
" Richard le Scrope our Chancellor,} | 
" Hugh de Segrave our Treasurer, j § 
"John de Montacute steward of our household j||i and 

" others.

* This charter measures 19 inches by 14. Although bearing a very fine seal in green wax, 
it has never been perfectly finished, the initial letter and three smaller capital letters being 
left blank for the illuminator to colour or emblazon, and being apparently forgotten perhaps 
from hasty delivery. It is written on lines, in a firm clear hand, with a 3-inch margin all 
round. The seal is nearly perfect, with a fine device on both sides.

t William Willesey (or Whittlesey), Archbishop ot Canterbury, previously Bishop of 
Worcester.

J Robert Braybrook, who was afterwards Chancellor 2oth September, 1383 ; died 1404. 
§ William de Wickham, Lord Chancellor in 1368 ; died 1405.
|| John of Gaunt, 3rd son of Edward III., who married Lady Blanche, daughter of Henry, 

Duke of Lancaster. Regal title in right of his second wife, Constance, daughter of Peter, 
King of Castile and Leon.

U Thomas of Woodstock, Duke of Gloucester, Lord Constable, Earl of Bucks ; murdered. 
** Richard Fitzalan, Lord Treasurer and Lord Admiral.
tt Thomas Fitzalan, son and heir of Richard Fitzalan, Lord Treasurer, Earl of Warwick ; 

died 1401.
It Lord Scrope, of Bolton, in Yorkshire, Chancellor in 1377. 
§§ Hugh Segrave, Lord High Treasurer in i;,S2. 
lil! lonn Montacute, Steward of the Household.
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" Given by our hand at Westminster, the nth day of June,
" By privy seal

" Pynyngton. 
" too shillings "=

VI. CHARTER (Inspeximvs) OF HENRY V. (MAY 29, 1413).*
[Printed in full, with a translation in parallel columns, on pp. vii.-ix. of the Appendix to 

the Report of tlte M. C. Commission, 1833, and an abstract of the translation is given in 
Baines' Liverpool, p. 178.]

Recites the charter of Edward III., and confirms it, with the 
included charters, but makes no mention of that of Richard II., 
or of the exclusion of the prohibitory clause excepted from that 
charter, which clause, therefore, it revives.

The King's titles are given as " Henry, by the grace of God, 
" King of England and France and Lord of Ireland."

" Witness myself at Westminster 29th day of May, in the first 
" year of our reign [1413].

" For Six Marks [,£4] paid at the Hanaper"= £60.
"Thoralby." I

In the list of the charters of the borough supplied in 1833, by 
the then Town Clerk, to the Municipal Corporations Commis­ 
sioners, this charter is attributed to Henry IV. a mistake which 
seems to have been made at least as early as the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, and to have passed unquestioned almost to the present 
day. The first to notice the error appears to have been Sir John 
Prestwich, in whose MS. notes of the Corporation's charters this 
one is correctly attributed to Henry V. That the latter king, and 
not his father, was the grantor, is clear from the fact that in 
reciting the charter of Edward III. he calls that King his "great-

* This charter measures 19 inches by \z l/2 . The initial letter H., in outline, is floriated  
perhaps for illumination. Nine capital letters in the upper line art elongated in a triangular 
manner two inches, and one of them is filled in with a leaf pattern. The charter consists of 
twenty-two lines of exquisite writing, in greenish ink. The seal, in green wax, is attached 
with double green silk cords, and is now in two parts. The central figure of the King is 
sitting, holding the orb in his left hand. On each side is a niche, with full length figure, and 
beneath his feet are three heraldic shields I (i) Lion rampant, (2) Prince of Wales' Feathers, 
(3) Three Garbs (?).

t "John Thoralby was one of the Clerks of the Court of Exchequer, and is the same 
" person who sued by attachment of Privilege, 6 Henry V., against Will, del Ridding, who 
" was Mayor of Liverpool at the time of the grant of this charter, for jCv6 debt, at Lancaster, 
" aolh day of March ; ret. on Monday night, upon which a Capias was returned." Okill MS.
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" grandfather " " inspeximus chartam . . . proavi nostri "  
the ascending line being :

Father ....... Henry IV.
Grandfather...... John of Gaunt.
Great-grandfather .... Edward III. 

The charter is also entered in the roll of the ist Henry V.

VII. CHARTER (Inspeximus) OF PHILIP AND MARY
(JANUARY 4, 1556).-

[Printed in full, with a translation in parallel columns, on pp. ix.-xii. of the Appendix to 
the Report of the M. C, Commission, 1833 ; an abstract of the translation is given in 
Baines' Liverpool, pp. 211-12.]

Recites the charter of Richard II., and confirms it, with the 
included charters, except the prohibitory clause excluded by that 
charter, which it also expressly excludes. No mention is made 
of the charter of Henry V,, or of its revival of that clause.

The royal titles are given as " Philip and Mary, by the grace 
" of God, King and Queen of England, France, Naples, Jeru- 
" salem, and Ireland, Defenders of the Faith, Princes of Spain 
t( and Sicily, Archdukes of Austria, Dukes of Milan, Burgundy, 
" and Brabant, Counts of Hapsburg, Flanders, and Tyrol,"

" Witness Ourselves at Westminster the Fourth day of January, 
"in the Second and Third years of our reigns [1556].

" Adams."

VIII. CHARTER OF CHARLES I. (JULY 4, 1626).!
[Printed in full (as recited in the Charter of Wm. III.) on pp. \iii.-xvii. of the Appendix 

to the Report of the A/. C. Cinntnission, 1833, and a translation on pp. 13-17 of the Report 
itself; a partial abstiact is also given on pages 293-4 of Baines 1 Liverpool. \

After reciting that Liverpool " is an ancient and populous

* This charter measures 27 inches by 20, with a fold 4 inches. In the loop of the initial 
letter 1*. (which measures S inches by (>) is the portrait of Oueen Mary seated, holding the 
orb and cross in her right hand and the sceptre in her left, and that of her husband seated on 
her left hand, holding the orb and cross in his right hand and a sword in his left. There is a 
crown in the centre, abnvu their heads, with the letters M and r. on scrolls. In the centre 
at the top, encirck-d by a ring with the words HONI . SUIT . t?vi . M,\l.. v. I-KNSE, are the royal 
arms. There are also a cross, impaled with quarterly Lngland and France a lion the 
Tudor Rose, surmounted by a crown  .1 dragon bearing a (lag. These ornaments are done 
in brown colour, perhaps Sepia, all drawn by hand. '1 he penmanship of the upper line  
letters one inch high, capital letters 3^ inches, and the initial letter P. S inches by £ is 
exceedingly good, and the ink lias well retained its deep jet colour. The seal, of brown wax, 
is attached by a plaited green silk cord, but only the central part remains ; showing on one 
side a figure sitting, and on the other portions of a figure on horseback.

 f The original charter, still in the possession of the Corporation, consists of two skins of 
vellum ; it has a pen and ink (grotesque) portrait of the king in the large initial letter C. and a
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" town, and an ancient and the sole port in the County Palatine 
"of Lancaster," with "divers liberties, franchises, immunities and 
" pre-eminences," and that the Mayor, Bailiffs, and Burgesses 
had "most humbly besought" that "whether heretofore they 
"were incorporated or not," :: ' they might be made "one body 
"corporate and politic," the charter provides that the Town of 
Liverpool shall hereafter for ever be a free town of itself; and 
that the burgesses and their successors hereafter shall be one 
body corporate and politic, in deed and in name, by the name of 
" Mayor Bailiffs and burgesses," with power to purchase and to 
alienate lands, to have a common Seal, and to change, break, and 
make anew the same at pleasure ; that one of the burgesses 
elected in manner therein prescribed shall be Mayor, and two 
other burgesses similarly elected Bailiffs ; that the Mayor, Bailiffs, 
and burgesses may, at an assembly publicly called for that 
purpose, make "any reasonable laws" which shall seem to be 
" necessary for the good rule and government of the town," and 
enforce the same by imprisonment or fine, as necessary   the 
fines to be levied to the use of the corporation ; that James 
Stanley, Lord Strange, \ son of William, Earl of Derby, be " the 
" first and modern Mayor,'' and Richard Taiicton and James 
Southcni\ "the two first and modern bailiffs"; that the Mayor 
and Bailiffs shall be elected yearly on St. Luke's Day (o-, in case 
of the death or removal from office of the Mayor or cither of the 
Bailiffs, at other times as necessary), and be sworn the former 
before the last Mayor, and the latter before " the Mayor and the 
" last bailiffs " to perform their respective offices " justly well 

'"and honestly (or faithfully)"; that the Mayor, Bailiffs and 
burgesses, and the Common Clerk of the town, "Robert Dobson,
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"Gentleman,"* and his successors in office, shall have full power 
to take " any recognizances whatsoever " according to the form 
of the Statute Merchant and Statute of Acton Burnel, and to 
seal such recognizances with a seal of two unequal parts, of 
which " the greater part " shall " always remain in the custody of 
" the Major " for the time being, and the other part in the hands 
of the Common Clerk; and that the Mayor and senior alderman 
for the time being shall be Justices of the Peace within the town ; 
and the charter concludes with a general confirmation of the 
liberties, franchises, &c., of the town, and of the lands, tenements, 
and hereditaments held by it. I

The King's titles are given as " Charles by the grace of God, 
" King of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, Defendor of 
" the Faith, &c."

" Witness, myself at Westminster the 4th day of July in the 
' second year of our reign " [1626].

20 nobles (^6 135. 4d.) =

IX. CHARTER OF CHARLES II. (JULY 18, 1677).!
[The original is not now in the possession of the Corporation, nor does it appear to have 

been since the year i6q2 : on the I4th February in that year there is an entry in the Liverpool 
Recants (iv., p. 634! '' wee have onely ye Exemplification "--made on the 9th March in the 
preceding year. It is extremely probable that it was used for the purpose of making this 
exemplification and never returned. A contemporary copy, however, with the autograph 
signature of the King, is preserved in the Record Office {Ducky of /,<!«<:., Dili. 12, bundle 
40, No. 123), and from this are taken the text and translation printed in parallel columns in 
the Appendix to this paper, fosC, pp. 87-99.]

This charter, after reciting in the first place (like the preceding 
one) that Liverpool " is an ancient and populous town, and the 
" ancient and only port in " the " County Palatine of Lancaster," 
and in the second place that the Mayor, Bailiffs, and burgesses

* This was the Town Clerk (elected 1623) of whose misdeed:, and disputes with the Corpo­ 
ration an amusing account is given in Kaincs' History of Liverpool, pp. 292-3.

t " No mention whatever of a Common Council" [though one existed at the time, and 
had done since 1581 ]. Various powers " expressly given to the burgesses at large." jl/. C. 
Coin. Kfport, p. 244.

t In the subsequent charter of William II I. this charter is said to have been obtained by 
"a few of the burgesses by a combination among themselves, without the assent of the 
"greater part of the burgesses, and without a surrender of the previous charter or any 
"judgment of (Juo Warranto." However this may have been.it with, apparently, all the 
preceding charters were, upon the demand of Lord Chief Justice Jefferies, surrendered to 
him "for his Ma'ties use," at Bewsey, on the 2ist August, 1684 ; and though the documents 
were "immediately after returned," the resignation and its acceptance were formally recorded, 
in the charter of lames II,
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have, " from a time whereof the memory of man does not exist 
" to the contrary," enjoyed " divers liberties, franchises, immu- 
<( nities, and pre-eminencies, as well by reason of divers charters, 
" &c. . . . as by reason or pretext of sundry prescriptions 
"and customs," confirms all " liberties &c., Jurisdictions, here- 
" ditaments whatsoever which ihe burgesses ... or which 
" the Mayor, Bailiffs, and burgesses " have had, whether by virtue 
of any charters or " by any other lawful mode, right, custom, 
" use, prescription, or title." After confirming the former 
privilege that the Mayor, and for one year the ex-Mayor, for the 
time being, should be a Justice of the Peace for the town, taking 
the oaths therein prescribed before the Bailiffs and burgesses for 
the time being, or any three of them, it proceeds to grant that the 
Mayor shall also be, during his term of office, u Justify of the 
Peace for the County Palatine of Lancaster, taking the prescribed 
oaths before any three Justices of the county ; that there shall 
be a Common Council for the town, consisting of Sixty persons, 
of whom fifteen shall be " burgesses dwelling without the town"  
the first Council to consist of the following* :

fi Robert Williamson, the 2 Thomas Andoe§ [Mayor 1655] 
Modern Mayor \ 3 Henry Corless [Mayor 1661]

* The first ten names on the list are those of the existing Mayor and Aldermen, in the 
order of their seniority; the next two those of the existing Bailiffs, The next thirteen names 
are those (mainly in the order of seniority) cf ex-bailitTs or, as the persons occupying a 
similar position ape called in the burgess roll of 1653, " Bailiffs' Peer..." Followed hy twenty 
ordinary burgesses, including the Town Clerk. The list is completed by the names of fifteen 
out-burg esses.

\ The numbers prefixed to the various names do not occur in the original, but are here 
inserted for convenience of reference those in square brackets indicating the corresponding 
numbers in the charter of James II.

1 This was the Mayor elected the previous October, and during whose term of office the 
charter was granted.

§ Declined to qualify for service on the Common Council by taking the prescribed oaths- 
age and infirmity being given as reasons by Mr. Lurting and Mr. Preeson. Mr. Johnson 
was subsequently (?th November, 1683) refused re-admission. Picton's Municipal Records 
of Liverpool^ vol. i., p. 253.

1 Mr. Robert Williamson, it would appear, died in January, 1679-80. A Cavalier's 
Note Book, p. 307.

2 " Andoe Tho : now tenant of the Old Hall. He is one of the lurkingest knaves in all 
" the town ; he is worse than my pen can express, and when he makes the greatest show of 
'' friendship then he hath the most deceit in his heart. This was one of the leading men, 
" underhand, against me, in all votes, either for parliament man or Mayor ; this is the man 
" that caused my mill-horses to be arrested for a ley, laid by the Mayor and others, for the 
" Chapel, whereupon I replevied them, and would stand suit." Moore Rental, p. 12.

3 Corless Henry. Tenant of a house in Water Street. " A knave of knaves. One that 
" in all elections, both for parliament man and Mayor, was against me." Ibid, p. 42.
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4 John Chandler*
5 Peter Lurting* t [Mayor 

1663]
6 Thomas Bickesteth [Mayor 

1669]
7 Thomas Johnsont [Mayor 

1670]
8 [4] Silvester Richmond 

[Mayor 1672]

9 James Jerome [Mayor 1673]
10 Thomas Chapman [Mayor

11 [32] William TravisJ
12 [33] James PrescottJ
13 Robert Fleetwood [Bailiff 

1669]
14 Thomas Preeson t [Bailiff 

1665]

* Two of the six persons appointed on the loth November, 1662 Aldermen by the 
Commissioners for regulating Corporations, in place of six others removed from that office 
for refusing to take the declaration required by the Test and Corporations Acts. Ibidt 
p. 238 ; L. R., vol. iil., pp. 739-40.

t See note § on previous page.
t These were the Bailiffs elected the previous October, and during whose term of office 

the charter was granted.
4 Chandler John. Tenant of a house in Water Street. Moore Rental, p. 36.
5 Lurting Peter. He held houses in Tithebarn Street, Jugler Street, Dale Street, and 

Poole Lane. Ibid, pp. 30, 31, 62, and 81. " He is a very knave, and hath deceived me twice. 
" I charge you never trust him, but if it lie in your power, let him know I have marked him 
" out for a knave. He was the man who would neither give me his vote when I stood for a 
*' parliament man, neither would he give me his vote when I stood to be Mayor of this town ; 
"but treacherously, contrary to his promise and faith, having engaged at his going out of 
" his Mayoralty to name me, and to give his vote for me. It's true he named me amongst 
" others, and then gave his vote for another." Ibidt p. 31.

6 Hlxteth Thomas (see note on No. 8). He would appear from the following note to 
have, among other business, owned a mill: "Query, if Mr. Bixteth's Mill ought to grind 
" for any body but his own use." Ibidt p. 51. On the ist May, 1675, he was elected Mayor, 
for the second time, on the death of Sir Gilbert Ireland. Did not take the oath under this 
charter till St. Luke's Day, 1679.

7 Johnson Baly. He held one house in Castle Street, and another in Dale Street. Moore 
Rental, pp. 47 and 64. " One of the hardest men in town. .... You must expect no 
" mercy from such rogues." Ibid, p. 47.

8 In connection with Silvester Richmond, who lived at Thornton Hall, near Crosby, the 
Cavalier {Note Book, p. 225) records the following lines as being " writ 1673":  

" Lerpoole had three Lord Mayors not four years since,
Then an honest tradesman, and now a prince" ;

and explains that the three lords were the Earl of Derby, Lord Colchester, and Lord 
Strange ; that " the townsman was Mr. Bic'steth " ; and that " Dr. Richmond is called a 
" prince by reason of his noble way of living."

9 Jerome James, Mayor 1673. Resolved, " that Mr. Jas. Jerrom shall be entrusted as 
" principall Agent to solicit & undertake the renueinge of our charter . . . and what he 
" shall dispend therein to be paid out of the Treasurie of this towne." Liverpool Records, 
vol. iii., p. 849. He was also one of the negociators, in 1672, for the purchase of the town 
dues and manorial rights from Lord Molyneux. On his election on St. Luke's Day, 1673, a 
serious oncutc took place in the Common Hall, of which there is a long account in the 
Records (vol. iv., p. 56). It was in his mayoralty that the second Town Hall (in Castle 
Street) was built. In 1685, having resisted the arbitrary action of Judge Je (Tries in the 
surrender of the charters, he was expelled the Council. " November the i8th, 1684. Alt a 
" Councell then held, It was ordered by Mr. Deputie Malor, ye Aldermen & Councell, That 
" Mr. James Jerrome bee henceforth discharged from aiiie further attendance in Councell, 
" for refusing to promise: thttt /tee would not frequent ttnlnivfull meetings" Ibid, vol. iv , 
P- 374-

10 Chapman Thomas. Tenant of a house in Dale Street. " This Mr. Chapman is a very 
" pretty merchant as ever lived in Liverpool, and hath obliged me." Moore Rental, p. 74. 
Expelled from the Council, soth December, 1680, "for his wilfull and constant neglect to 
11 appeare in Councell." Picton's J\l. R. of L., p. 266 ; L. R., vol. iv., p. 258.

13 Robert Fleetwood was elected on the Council in 1664, but refused to take the oaths. 
He must have subsequently complied.

14 Thomas Preeson, nominated Bailiff, prayed to be discharged, on account of age and 
infirmity, and was excused. Preesou's Row was named from him.
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15 [9] Richard Windle [Bailiff 
1669]

16 William Fleetwood [Bailiff 
1667]

17 [ 29] Henry Higginson 
[Watchmaker,Bailiffi671]

18 [7] William Williamson [Ma­ 
riner, Bailiff 1673]

19 Peter Atherton [Bailiff 1673]
20 [5] Robert Seacombe [Bailiff 

1674]
21 Richard Bushell [Bailiff 

1668]
22 Thomas Shaw [Bailiff in 

1670, in succession to 
Thos. Norbury]

23 Thomas Galloway [Mariner, 
Bailiff 1672]

24 [31] Thomas Brookebanke 
[Mariner, Bailiff 1675]

25 [30] Richard Williamson 
[Chirurgeon,B^iM 1 67 5]

26 John Lurting [Bailiff 1653]
27 [28] Thomas Sandford
28 Samuel Faxakcrley [Town 

Clerk]
29 John Mollineux
30 William Ackers
31 Anthony Wood
32 William Crompton
33 John Williamson
34 William Bayley

15 Windle Richard, tenant of a house n Castle Street, " base son to one Mrs. Dorothy 
" Shelvocke, who was daughter to that Mr. Houghton who lived in Waive Lane." Moore 
Rental, p. 53.

16 William Fleetwood, Bailiff 1667-8, was iiiied 6s, 8d., in January, 1688, for nol wearing 
a gowii.

iS William Williamson. Mayor 1680. The Williamsons were a very inllnciitial family in 
Liverpool. Seven of the name tilled various municipal offices during the 17111 century. 
William Williamson was a ship owner. Of him tin.: Cavalier ^A'o/V j>'i>t>/c, p. 180) records 
that in 1673 he told him (the Cavalier) thai he was at Hi^paniola, and saw the Knglish army 
mustered there, in 1655, when the Knglish fleet, which contained 0,774 men, of whom only 
1,200 were seamen, after being repulsed from Si. Domingo, " went and look Jamaica."

19 Peter Atherton in 1671 was elected liailiff, and refusing to take the oaths was fined 
,£30, but on his subsequent compliance ,£20 of the fine wa-. returned to him, and so it was 
reduced to £10, In 1675 he purchased the old Town Hall, in High Siren, nfier the erection 
of the new building in Castle Street.

20 Robert Seacombe, Mayor in 1683, was very active in the town 1.*, aff.iirs. Under Crom­ 
well's Act of 1654, for a public registry of births mid burials, he was appointed Registrar.

21 Bushell Richard. Tenruit of a house in More Street. " P.oth he and she very honest 
" people ; use them well." " Moore Rental," in Trans. Hist. .V.'c , vol. xxv., p. 14.

23 Galloway Thomas, owner of a house in More Street, "the troiiljlesomest fellow I ever 
" met wilh."  Ibid, p. 9. Fined 6s. SJ. on the 6th March, 1678, " fur this dales absence from 
" the Councell."  Picton's ^f. K, of L., vol. i., p. 266.

25 Williamson Richard " was one of those of my own tenants that openly appeared 
" against me." " A knave of knaves." JMoarc Rental, p. 42.

26 Lurting John. Fined 6s. 8d. on the 6th March, 1678, '' for this dales absence from the 
" Councell.'' I'icion's ,M. R. t>/~ L., vol. i., p. 266.

29 Apothecary. Uailiff in 1677. Discharged from tlie Council on the 2nd November, 1602, 
for refusing to take the oaths of allegiance and supremacy, and leaving the Council without 
the permission of the Mayor. Ibid, p. 252.

33 Williamson John, junior. I.ailiflf in 1679.

34 Bailey William. Bailiff in 1678, but died during his year of office, and was succeeded 
by Richard Tarleton.



68 Notes on the Liverpool Charters.

35 [45] Thomas Bridg*
36 [10] EdwardTarleton sen1"*
37 [36] Richard Tarleton
38 [34] John Barber
39 James Traviss
40 Joshua Williamson
41 Edward Greene
42 Rauff Williamson
43 [35] Robert Carter
44 [ 24] James Vernon
45 [ 2 5] Oliver Lime

46 [i] William Earl of Derby 
[Mayor 1668]

47 Thomas Lord Colchester 
[Mayor 1667]

48 Rauff Ashton of Middleton, 
Bart.

49 [2] Richard Atherton, Esq.
50 Peter Brooke, Knt.
51 [n] Thomas Legh, Esq.
52 [3] John Entwizle, Esq. 

[Recorder]

* These are two of the five persons elected to'the Council oti ayth June, 1664, apparently 
to fill vacancies occasioned b'y exclusions ordered by the Commissioners. Picton's M. R . 
of I*,, vol. i. p. 239.

35 Bridge Thomas. Mayor in 1685. " A drunken fellow." Moore Rentalt p. 123.
36 Tarleton Edward. Entitled " Capt." in the record of his admission as a freeman. 

Formerly commander of the Dublin, man-of-war. Picton's Memorials^ vol. ii., p. 86. 
Mayor m 1682, when, on the lath July, he signed, on behalf of the Corporation, "the 
"humble address" presented to the King on the occasion of the discovery of the Rye 
House Plot, of which a copy is printed in Picton's M. R. of L., vol. i., p. 253. Was tenant, 
under the Corporation, for a term of three lives and twenty-one years, of the Fish Market 
erected by him in Chapel Street in 1678, and resided at Church Stile House, " a quaint black 
" and white timber building, situated near the church gate in Chapel Street,' and which 
existed till about 1850. Picton's Memorials, pp. 86 and 62. Mr. Mayer says (Trans. Hist. 
SOC,,\Q\. iv.,p. 16} that "this Edward Tarleton was the person who piloted the King's 
"[William III.] vessel from Hoylake to Carrickfergus " in June, 1690. If so, he would 
appear to have died between that time and the nth August following, on which date the 
discharge of his ship, the fames^ of Liverpool, is addressed to " William Raymer ({formerly) 
" Edward Tarleton ". The last record of his attendance in the Council is in April, 1690. 
By his will he left the sum of ^50, the interest of which was to be distributed, three-fourths 
to poor sailors' widows in Liverpool, and the remaining one-fourth to the poor of Walton.  
Picton's M, R, of L., vol. ii., p. 45. Of this Captain Tarleton the Cavalier (Note Book, 
p. 203) relates having heard from him. in proof of the power of gunpowder, that with " a

right good musket" he had, with a charge and a half of powder, shot quite through a full 
bag of wool, weighing about twenty stone, and about one inch and a half into a door behind 
it.

?7 " At an assembly held i2th day of May, 1679, Richard Tarleton, Mariner, was elected 
lailiff to serve until the i8th day of October next, in the room of William Bailey deceased, 

" and the same day was sworn before the Council." L. /?., vol. iv., p. 200.

38 A clerical error for " John Barker ", who was elected Bailiff on the i7th May, 1678, in 
succession to Joshua Williamson.

40 Bailiff in 1677, but withdrew " himself from this Towne " during his year of office, and 
was succeeded accordingly by John Barker.

41 Fined 6s. 8d. on the 6th March, 1678, " for this daies absence from the Councell."  
Picton's M. R. of L., vol. i., p. 266.

43 Bailiff in 1678. In 1684, a " new house in the Dale Street" was "sett and lett' 1 to him 
by the Corporation, " by inch of candle", for seven years, at ",£38 yearely rent"; and in 
1608 he held a house in jugler Street. Picton's M. R. of Z.., vol. i., pp. 287 and 288.

45 Included in the list of burgesses of Liverpool apparently supplied by Sir G. Ireland to 
Sir R. Bradshaigh, as likely to be favourable to their party in connection with the contested 
election of 1670.  i'rans. J/isf. Sot',, vol. vi., p. 13.

47 Eldest son of Lord Rivers, and brother-in-law of the Earl of Derby.
48 Was returned as M.P. for Liverpool, 9th March, 1676-7.
49 Of Bewsey Hall, Warrin^tou. Represented Liverpool in the Parliaments of 1678, 

1681, and 1685, and was Mayor in 1684, at the time this charter was surrendered.

51 Of Blackley. Represented Liverpool in the Parliament of 1685.
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53 Nicholas Fazakerley 57 [23] Robert Seacombe
54 [21] Robert Roper 58 [22] Thomas Cooke
55 Arthur Burren 59 Thomas Wright and
56 William Blundell 60 [2o]ThomasMarsden,gentn ; 
and that the Mayor, Bailiffs, Common Council and freemen shall 
in future be elected by the Mayor, Bailiffs, and Common Council, 
not less than thirty in number the Mayor having a casting vote 
in case of equality of votes.

The King's titles are given as " Charles the Second, by the 
"grace of God, King of England, Scotland, France and Ireland, 
" Defender of the Faith."

Witness : " In testimony whereof \ve have caused these our 
" letters to be made patent. Given at our Palace at Westminster, 
" under the Seal of our County Palatine of Lancaster, i8th July,
" in the 29th year of our reign [1677].

" Gerard."

X. CHARTER OF JAMLS II. (APRIL 4, 1685).*
[Printed in full, with a translation in parallel columns, in the Appendix to this paper, 

Post) pp. 99-122.]

This charter, after recitals to the same effect as those in the 
preceding charter, recites the surrender by the Mayor, Bailiffs, 
and Burgesses of " all and singular the powers, franchises . . .

53 Mr. Nicholas Frvzakcrlcy (of bpelluw) died January udi. it7<)-£o, A Cn-'tilicr's AW<r 
Book, p. 307.

54 (Same as 45. i

55 Apparently of Staple Inn, Lotiduii --ids 7'm/M. Hist. S<><.. vol. vi., p. i^.

56 Probably the " William UlnndL-ll ><f i.ivcrpoule " who was appointed, by the Commis. 
sioners of 1667, Town Clerk, in SII<_H.--.MUII to folm Winstanlcy, removed from thai position, 
but who, having subsequently gone to roide at PrcMjot, "freely roigned " the olTice, 281!) 
January, 1664. Picton's J/. A'. <>j / .. \\>\. i., pp. 1-40-1.

58 Probably the person of that n.tni'-- m-niiuncd by Sir <'.. 1 ixUnd in i.o.iiieoii^n with the 
contested election of 1670.  'irans Il-st, .'"'.., \-A. i'.'.. ['. ig.

60 Vicar of Walton.

* Tliis charter is on two skins, each nic.iuina,.; .  >' j i.i<.!' _--, i-y  . 
head, with the note "Sold at Fnrnivals Inn (lat-.." In the initi, 
n inches by £) there is an eng;avi:J portrait <>\ J.inius, with 1-jn, 
and coat of mail. The margins nrc ruled with several double r 
line also bclo'v each line uf tlie charter. Th-j ink is partially i

.ind h.ivin^; an engraved 
Irtti.T J . (which measures
Mowing wi^, lace ruffles, 

.1 linc>, and there is a red 
bbed off in ihe folds and

creases of the parchment. The seal (of white wax) is attached by a red and white silk cord. 
On one side we find an equestrian figure <jn horseback, and on the other the arms of the 
Duchy. The charter bears the following endorsements :  

" dc I.everpuolc.
" lierard.

" de anno ref-ni Regi- 
" Jacobi sX : di primo."



70 Notes on the Liverpool Charters.

" used" by them "concerning the election, nomination ... of 
" any person or persons to be in the . . . offices of Mayor, 
" Bailiffs, or Burgesses ... or any other office " " which 
" surrender we have also accepted," proceeds to declare the town 
of Liverpoole for ever a free borough, and to incorporate the 
burgesses thereof by the name of " the Mayor, Bailiffs, and 
" Burgesses of the Borough of Liverpool " with perpetual 
succession, power to hold land, and to sue and be sued by their 
corporate name ; also to have a common seal, and to break, 
change, and make anew the same at their pleasure. It then 
provides that there shall be a Common Council of sixty-one 
members, of whom one shall be Mayor and two Bailiffs, a 
Recorder, and a Common Clerk, and that every ex-Mayor shall 
be an Alderman for life ; and proceeds to nominate (2) Sir 
Richard Athcrton to be first and modern Mayor, (i) William, Earl 
of Derby, the said Sir R. Atherton, (4) Silvester Richmond, (5) 
Robert Scacombe, junr, (6) John Charley, (7) William Williamson, 
(8) Thomas Clayton, (9) Richard Windall, and (10) Edward 
Tarletun to be first and modern Aldermen ; (3) John Enlwisle, 
Esq., to be Recorder ; (26) Richard Houghton and (27) Gerrard

1 Mayor in 1677.

2 The Mayor during whose term of office the charter was granted.

3 Continued to be Recorder during all the troubled period from tile accession of Charles II. 
till after that of Anne, retiring in llie year 1700.

4 Mayor in 1672, and as such Senior Alderman. Removed fiom the office of Alderman 
and Justice of the I'cace by Order in Council on the i jlli August, 1687, but restored after the 
Revolution,

5 Mayor in 16^-4, and a^ such Junior Alderman. It was during his term of office, and 
by him, that the previous charter was surrendered to JelYenes, C. J., at Ijewsey. In 1695, 
refusing to take the oaths under the new charter, was removed from the office of Alderman.

i'i Mayor in 1678. I leclared by tile Council to be Senior Alderman, on the deprivation of 
Silvester Richmond, in 1687.   Picton's .'/. K. of L., vol. i.. p. 257. " 1687, 24 Oct., John 
" Chorley Alderman tooke the Oath of .1 Justice of Peace for this Llurrough." L. R.. vol. iv., 
p. 472.

7 Mayor in 1679.

S Mayor in 1680, having been admitted, on payment of .£20, to the freedom of the borough 
and taken the oaths the same day as he was elected Mayor. Picum's M. K. flf L., vol. i., 
p. 271. He had previously been admitted to trade in the borough on payment of twenty 
shillings per quarter during pleasure, and of " his towne's cnstomes and leyes and alsoe his 
' ; arerc oi lines."   //'/</, p. 297.

0 Mayor in loSi, bin in 1605 was removed from the office of Alderman, having refused to 
take the oaths under the new charter.

io Mayor in n'tS.?. Styled " Captain" on his admission to tin: Conned on the 271)1 June, 
nil'.i. and "mariner' in a deed executed after his decease. -I'lcton's M. K. ( /£., voL 1., 
pp. Ai7 and jgu. 

(' Mayor in i6gi.


