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By Lieut.-Col. Fishwick, F.S.A.

(Read I4th December, 1882.)

QTIRRING as were the times, probably few events excited 
O more general interest in the county than did the reputed 
demoniac possessions of the i6th and iyth centuries. To under 
stand and appreciate their full meaning and import, it will be 
necessary to glance at the then state of society, particularly from 
its religious aspect.

The close of the i6th century found Lancashire in the midst 
of religious trouble, in consequence of which the churches were 
empty, the preachers were few, ill paid, and, for the most part, 
worse educated. The Papists were still undefeated, and one act 
of Parliament after another had failed to prevent their secretly 
(and openly) making converts the clergy themselves were at 
variance on matters of ceremonial, such as the wearing of sur 
plices, the form of baptism, and the observance of fast days. 
Ale houses were innumerable, " sturdy beggars " were plentiful, 
and on the Sunday the people gave themselves up to ales, wakes, 
May games, rush bearings, and the like. Although in the county, 
during the reign of Elizabeth, the number of free grammar schools 
had greatly increased, yet education was neglected, and not one 
in a hundred could read.* The belief in witchcraft was almost 
universal, and superstition of every description was rife. With 
ignorance and superstition on the one hand, and bigotry and 
puritanism on the other, we find a stage well suited for the 
solemn performance of the so-called " demoniac possessions."

The word demon is probably derived from the Greek word 
v, a god or spirit, and in this sense is used by Homer.

* Chet. Soc. xcvi. p. i. State Papers Dom. Ser. ccxl. and ccUx. ao, 
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180 The Lancashire Demoniacs.

Plato, however, and others of his day, define it as a spirit of 
good or evil, holding a place between the gods and men. In 
Christian times the term " demon " began to be employed only 
as referring to evil spirits, whilst " angel" was applied to the 
good.

The belief that evil spirits could and did take possession of 
human beings is of very great antiquity, and was common to 
nearly all nations, and many forms of disease were supposed to 
shew the signs of the entry of the demon ; for example, epilepsy 
(which signifies a seizure) was one lunacy was another. The 
New Testament contains many graphic accounts of the casting 
out of devils, and the earlier Christians made the exorcising of 
such, a tenet of their faith. It is not therefore to be wondered 
at, that, from time to time, this old religious faith should come to 
light. The Papists had of course always claimed power to work 
miracles, and many of the Protestant clergy at this period affirmed 
that they at least could turn out a devil.

In the present paper I shall confine myself entirely to the cases 
which occurred in Lancashire. The earliest of which we have 
any record took place in February, 1594, at Cleworth Hall, in 
the parish of Leigh. Clevvorth (or as it is now called Clayworth) 
Hall was then a fine old timber building, with many gables and 
bay windows, and was at one time surrounded by a moat. Here 
lived Nicholas Starkie, the eldest son of Edmund Starkie, of 
Huntroyd, near Burnley. He married in 1577 Ann, the daughter 
and heiress of John Par, of Cleworth, and had issue a son, John, 
and a daughter, Ann, who with five others were said to be 
" possessed " and " dispossessed." The principal actor in the 
" exorcising" part of the performance was John Darrell, who, 
having taken his B. A. at one of the universities, became a student 
of law, but, as he put it, " God cast an extraordinary sluggishness 
" upon him " (I fancy many law students have since been 
similarly afflicted) which made him take to Divinity and give 
up the Law. He afterwards was ordained, became domestic 
chaplain to Archbishop Whitgift, and was appointed Rector of 
St. Mary's Church, Nottingham.
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His father left him a house and a little land in Mansfield, in 
Nottinghamshire, where he lived for some time, but afterwards 
sold it, and with the proceeds took a farm and stocked it. (This 
was probably after he was deprived of his living.) He had five 
children.

I will now give Barren's version of what took place at Cleworth, 
premising that the account was written when he was in prison, 
and that it is taken from a very rare pamphlet, secretly printed in 
1600, and entitled, " A trve narration of the strange and Grevovs 
" vexation of the Devel of 7 persons in Lancashire and William 
" Somers of Nottingham. Wherein the doctrine of possession of 
" Demoniacks ovt of the word of God is particularly applied vnto 
" Somers and the rest of the persons controuerted : together with 
" the vse we are to make of these works of God. By John 
" Darrell Minister of the word of God."*

Anne Starkie (aged 9) was the first to be attacked, and she 
" was taken with a dumpish and heauie countenance and a certain 
"fearefull starting and pulling together of her body." A week 
afterwards her brother John (aged 10) as he was on his way to 
School, was compelled to " shout neither was he able to staie 
" himself" (so far the symptoms seem common to all boys) and 
afterwards "waxed worse and worse, falling into often and 
" extreame fits." The father applied to one Mr. Hartley, " a 
" conjuror," for relief, who came and " used certain popish charms 
" and hearbs," which by degrees apparently cured them for about 
eighteen months, at the expiration of which time Hartley " fained 
" as though he would have gone into another country, but wether 
" Mr. Starkie might not know when he began to goe his way 
" John fell of bleedinge," so the conjuror had to be fetched back, 
who then declared that had he been gone forty roods no man 
could have stopped the bleeding.

What was poor Mr. Starkie to do ? It was the devil versus the 
conjuror. Starkie chose the latter, and began to make terms. 
Hartley was, it appears, for a time satisfied with bed and board ;

* This was in reply to " A Discourse of the fraudulent practices of John Darrell," a very 
scarce pamphlet, printed in 1593, an imperfect copy of which is in the Bodleian.
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but subsequently he had assured to him in writing, dated St. 
Michael's day, 1598,* an annual pension of 4o/. This, however, 
he did not consider enough, but demanded a " house and ground," 
and on Mr. Starkie refusing to give them he threatened to " make 
" such a shout as neuer was at Cleworth ;" which threat he fully 
carried out, for " 7 of them that afternoon" (i.e. possessed people) 
" sent forth such a strange supernaturall and fearfull noyse and 
" loud whupping as the like was neuer hard at Claworth nor 
(says Darrell) " in England."

Mr. Starkie on one occasion (accompanied by Hartley) went to 
VVhalley to his father's house, and there he was "tormented sore 
" all night." The next day Hartley repaired to a wood, not far 
from the house, and made a circle about a yard and a half in 
diameter, divided it into four parts, with a cross at each division, 
and then desired Mr. Starkie to " go and tread out the circle, 
" saying I may not treade it out myself." This strange proceed 
ing so disgusted Starkie, that " he waxed weary of him, but knew 
" not how to rid his hands of him." At the same time he resolved 
to get other advice : accordingly he applied to a physician in 
Manchester, and afterwards to the celebrated Dr. Dee, the Warden 
of Manchester, who point-blank refused to interfere, but advised 
him to see some " godly preachers," and consult with them as to 
a " publicke or Privat Fast:" at the same time he sent for 
Hartley, and " sharply reproued him."

On a subsequent visit to Dr. Dee they took Hartley with them 
as " overseer," who, on their return home, told them that it would 
have been better for them not to have forsaken their old friend 
for the new one, and after " manacinge speeches went away in a 
"rage."

It is evident that whenever Hartley was offended the sickness 
returned, so on 4th Jan. as " John Starkie was readinge, some- 
" thing gave him such a blowe on the necke that he was soddenlye 
"stricken down with a horrible stryke, saying Satan had broken 
" his necke, and lay tormented pitifully for the space of 2 howres, 
" and being in bed he leapt out with a terrible outcry that amascd

* Probably a misprint for 1596, as the threats were made in September, 1596.
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" all the family. Then he was tossed and tumbled, and was very 
" feirce like a mad man or a mad dogge snacted at and bite at 
" every one, not spareing his mother, and hurling Bedstaues, 
" Pillowes &c. into the fire : his sister Anne now began again to 
" be troubled, and 3 other children of whom Mr. Starkie had the 
" education and tuition."

These children were Margaret Hardman, aged 14, Elinor her 
sister, aged 10, and Ellin Holland, aged 12. At the same time 
Hartley himself was so violently possessed that Margaret Byrom 
of Salford, aged 33, " a poore kinswoman of Mistres Starkie, 
" having come thither to make merrie. was requested to hold him :" 
the complaint appears to have been catching, for she too became 
"senseless and very unruly."

After her fit was over, Hartley (also having recovered) came to 
comfort her, " for hee pretended to bere a louinge affection to- 
" wards her : and it was thought he had kissed her, nowe they 
"judged in the house that whomsoever he kissed, on them he 
"breathed the diuell." His reasons for kissing were varied  
John he kissed for love, the " little wench" in jest, and to 
Margaret Hardman he promised a " thraue" (i.e. 24) kisses.

The symptoms were peculiar and different in different people. 
John took to washing his hands after every fit, and wherever he 
was he " wanted newe water if it were the same wherewith he 
"washed before he refused it." He would also howl and bark, 
whilst the whole three of them joined in a howling chorus, "like 
" a ring of 5 bells."

This state of affairs becoming serious, Mr. Hopvvood,* a justice 
of the peace, was called in to take their depositions, to he used 
against Hartley at the assizes; but he could get no evidence 
from them.

The seventh person who became " possessed " was a servant of 
the house, called Jane Ashton, aged 30. Her first symptom was 
as if she had a pin sticking in her throat; whereupon her mis 
tress said, "jestingly, Jane is sike of the hooke."

* Edward Hopwood, of Hopwood, alluded to by " Dee," in his Diary, igth April, 1597 : 
" I had my ' Wierus de prcestigiis Dtemonutn,' from Mr. Hopwood, and lent him ' Flagel- 
lum Dosmonum" and ' Fustio Dcemonum.' " Cantdcn Soc., p. 67.
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Margaret Byrom was vexed, Darrell states, " by the appointment 
" of God and by the same mediat hand the devil and the 
" conjuror." Her fits were numerous ; on one occasion she saw 
a big black dog with a monstrous tail, which threw her down 
and got hold of her tongue ; and shortly afterwards a little black 
cat came, and took from her the use of her eyes and hands ; 
which in turn gave place to a large mouse, which deprived her of 
what sense she had left; for days together she could not eat, and 
then she would become ravenous, " flossing vp her meate like a 
" greedy dogge or hogge that her friends were ashamed of her."

At this point it will be well to close the narrative of Hartley, 
the conjuror, who was tried (so says Darrell) before two 
magistrates, and sent to the Lancaster assizes, where he was 
condemned and hanged for witchcraft, the witnesses against him 
being Mr. Starkie and his family. It appears that the strongest 
fact against him was the drawing of the "magic circle." He 
persisted in asserting his innocence until the rope broke by which 
he was hung, when he made a full confession, and was quietly 
hung up a second time.

It is not, however, quite clear what it was he did confess : if 
he said he was innocent, then the seven people were not 
" possessed ;" and if he said he was guilty, then they were 
" possessed." To this latter idea the Starkie family adhered ; 
and hearing of John Darrell, and obtaining a letter to him from 
Dr. Dee (who it seems had a full belief in the demoniac pos 
session), induced him, with Mr. George More, the pastor of 
Calke, in Derbyshire, to come to Cleworth, which they did, on 
16th March, 1596. They found the seven all more or less 
"grievously tormented," some of them making merry over 
Hartley's execution, saying it " was no marvel that the rope 
"broke, as there were two of them Edmund and the devil." 
They also indulged in scoffing and blasphemy, calling the Bible 
"bible bable."

So much about the disease; and now for the cure.
After a preliminary exhortation or two, all the seven were 

assembled "into a faire large parlor and laid ther on couches."
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Mr. More, Mr. Dickens (their pastor), and John Darrell, with 
about 30 others, spent a day in prayer with fasting and preaching, 
which it is perhaps needless to say " extreamly tormented " the 
possessed, the result being that towards evening six were dis 
possessed and the seventh on the following day. Margaret Byrom 
not only felt the devil coming up her throat (on leaving which it 
gave her a "sore lug") but she saw it sit in a comer of the 
parlor, and it took the shape of a "crow's head."

John's evil spirit took the form of a man with "a bulch"on his 
back and very " yll fauored ;'' whilst that from Ellen Hardman 
was like an " vrchin," which returned to her and promised her 
gold if he might re-enter. During the following night the evil 
spirits returned in various forms ; amongst others, a bear, a dove, 
an ape, and a black man, and "used in vain offers of gold and 
silver and threats.

The seventh possessed one, Jane Ashton, did not become dis 
possessed until the next day, when, after much prayer, the spirit 
came out of her "ugly like a toad, and round like a ball." 
Afterwards she (so says Darrell) got into the hands of Papist 
seminary priests, and she became again possessed.

After this successful campaign in Lancashire, Darrell returned 
to Nottingham, where a young man named Somers was 
"possessed;" and having got the Mayor and several Aldermen 
on his side, he had a day of fasting and prayer set apart. His 
good luck seems now to have left him ; for his worship the 
Mayor turned round on him and denounced him for an impostor, 
which led to his being cited to appear at Lambeth Palace, where, 
on i6th May, 1599, he was charged with claiming to have " a 
" singular gift to cast out devills for vaine glory sake." This he 
denied, and called to witness a letter from Mr. Starkie, and " the 
evidence of thousands of those who have heard him in the pulpit." 
He was further charged with having taught " to counterfeite " 
the seven in Lancashire and four others.* After a long hearing 
before the Archbishop of Canterbury, he (as well as Mr. More)

* Triall of Maist. Dorrell, or a Collection of Defences against Allegations, &c., 1599. A 
copy of this scarce tract is in the (Jhetham Library.
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was condemned as an impostor, committed to prison, and de 
prived of his living.

Not the least curious part of this singular instance of credulity 
and ignorance is the controversy which it brought forth. In 1599 
a pamphlet was printed in London (of which I only know of one 
copy, that being the Bodleian), entitled " A Discovery of the 
"Fraudulent Practises of John Darrell, Batchelor of Arts." 
This was written by Samuel Harsnett, who was afterwards the 
Bishop of Chichester and Archbishop of York.

In this work Darrell is accused of being a " cogger," a " cou- 
" sener," a "jugler," an "exorcist," a " devil-flinger," and an 
" imposter " ; and is said " to have cast out more devils by prayer 
'  and fasting, after a good dinner perhaps, than any of the 
" Apostles did."

Darrell replies to this in what lie calls "A Detection of that 
" sinnefvl shamfvl lying and ridiculovs discours of Samuel 
" Harshnet, &c." >;:

Mr. More also wrote a pamphlet in 1600 "A true discourse 
" concerning the certaine possession and dispossession of seven 
" persons in one family, in Lancashire, which may also serve ?s 
" part of answere to a fayned and folse discoverie, &c."

John Walker and John Deacon, who describe themselves as 
" preachers," wrote some " Dialogical Discourses of Spirits and 
" Devils, declaring their proper essence, nature, dispositions and 
" operations, their possessions and dispossessions. . . For the 
"peaceable compounding of the late sprang controuversies." 
These formed a book of nearly 400 pages.

Darrell replied in a pamphlet of 88 pages, which called forth a 
second attack from the two " preachers," entitled " A svmmarie 
" answere to al material points in any of Maister Darel his 
"bookes." This was printed in 1601, and contains 280 pages, 
and called forth another pamphlet from Darrell.

Of the ultimate fate of Darrell, history is silent; probably, like
Sydney Smith's ancestor, he was missing somewhere about the

«
* Copy of this rare work is in the Manchester Library. Copies sell for as much as £4 TOS.
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time of the assizes. John Starkie lived to become (in 1633) 
High Sheriff of Lancashire. He married Margaret, the daughter 
of Thomas Leigh ; his sister Ann married Thomas Dyke, of 
Westwick, near Ripon.

For nearly a century we have no record of " demoniac pos- 
" session " in the county ; but, in 1696,* the Vicar of Walton on 
the Hill (Thomas Marsdenf), gives an account of a reputed 
" possession " which had taken place about half a century before 
that date, from which it appears that a Mr. Crook, residing at or 
near Leyland, had a son twelve years old who was seized with a 
" distemper," which those who had " skill in phisick knew not 
" what to make of." Some said it was a natural ailment; the 
Papists said he was possessed, and this at length became the 
general opinion. After the boy had been to a priest at Madame 
Westby's (no doubt one of the Westby's of Mowbreck in Kirkham) 
and received no benefit, the Rev. James Wyatt (who was the 
boy's godfather), Rector of Croston, sent to Mr. Marsden, who 
rode over from Liverpool, staying all night at Eccleston, where 
he put up at the Vicarage, with Dr. Parr, the then vicar, after 
wards Bishop of Sodor and Man. The next morning he visited 
the boy, when, like a sensible man, he feels his pulse and looks 
at his eyes, he ihen has a talk with the boy's friends, telling 
them that in " the course of his travels he viewed not a few 
" tables of pretended miracles hung up in popish churches, and 
" so far examined their contents as to find, ' That all is not gold 
" ' that glisters.' " In the middle of the conversation the boy has 
a fit, during which Marsden asks him, " Friend, who am I ?" and 
receives the reply, "Damn thee, thou art Thompson"; upon 
which he exclaims, " Gentlemen, this is a dull devil which cannot 
"distinguish the Vicar of Walton from the Curate of Rufford." 
The end of it was that the boy, at the request of Mr. Marsden, 
was sent to " his wise and learned friend," Dr. Silvester 
Richmond, of Liverpool, who soon " phisiced " the devil out of 
him. '

* Epistle Dedicatory to " Tlie Devil turned Casuist, & *<:.," by Zachary Taylor, 1696. 
t Thomas Marsden, of Brasenose College, Oxford, was, after lie left Walton, chaplain to 

the Knglish merchants at Lisbon ; he was the author of an anti-Popery tract.
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This Dr. Richmond was a noted man in his day. He prac 
tised as a physician for upwards of thirty years in Liverpool, 
where he died i6th April, 1692;* amongst his descendants were 
several Vicars of Garstang and of Walton on the Hill, a Bishop 
of Sodor and Man, and the author of the once celebrated 
Dairyman's Daughter, i

About this same time occurred another case, in which the 
demoniac was one Alice Pennington, a maid-servant, living at 
West Leigh, who, it is asserted, counterfeited for the purpose of 
converting Elizabeth Ditchfield, the daughter of John Urmslon, 
of the Higher Wall (iti Leigh), to the Roman Catholic faith ; and 
strange as it may appear, she succeeded in the attempt the spirit 
was duly exorcised, and she went to New England, where she 
married a minister and subsequently confessed that the whole 
affair was a trick. |

It was about the two last-named frauds that Zachary Taylor 
wrote his treatise entitled The Devil turned Casuist, or, the 
Cheats of Rome, which was printed in 1696. In this work 
the author asserts that the Papists, finding that they were losing 
members, called the devil to their assistance ; he then gives a 
full account of the possession of Thomas Ashton, a weaver, of 
Tunstead, near Wigan ; and the exorcism by Mr. Brooks, the 
priest of Wigan, and others, for which purpose the demoniac was 
brought before the altar which was " new vamp'd for the purpose 
" with a new altar-piece of white satin and trimed with two 
"fringes the one deeper than the other" and after being put 
through a series of questions it was found that he was " a despairing 
" devil " his name was " Loll " he believed in a purgatory, 
that it was necessary to pray to saints, to worship pictures, and 
that priests could forgive sins and cast out devils. Several 
Protestants were brought in to him, and he told them that if they 
continued Protestants " he should certainly get hold of them." 
After getting all this valuable information from such a reliable 
source, the priest, " like an unkind master to a trusty servant

* Mayor, 1672. t History of Garstang (Chetham Society) p. 83-3. 
! The Devil turned Casuist, " Epistle Dedicatory."
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" would needs turn him out of doors," and calling him by names 
which were neither polite nor complimentary. The priest at last 
began to talk Latin to the demoniac, but wanting to call him " a 
" cursed toad " he could not recollect the word for a toad. The 
devil then pleaded for time, saying in a quarter of an hour he 
would go ; when the time was up he laughed at them, saying 
" Did you not know the devil was a liar;" the priest then 
determined to make a virtue of necessity, and told him to stay 
where he was, as he should want him another time. Zachary 
Taylor, however, having got a warrant for his apprehension, he 
decamped and was heard of no more.

The Rev. Zachary Taylor was the son of the Zachary Taylor, 
M.A., of Dublin University, who, in 1654, was head master of 
the Rochdale Grammar School, and subsequently of the Bolton 
and Kirkham Schools; he was M.A. of Jesus College, Cambridge, 
and in 1679 was appointed Vicar of Ormskirk ; in 1695 he was 
presented to the Rectory of Croston.* He was probably born 
in Rochdale, and educated at the Grammar School there.

In the cases of supposed " possession " which I have already 
mentioned it will be noticed that the exorcists were clergymen of 
the established church and Roman Catholic priests, but it appears 
that the Non-conformists were not to be left out in the cold, as 
the following narrative will shew.

In 1689 there was living at Surey (now known as Surey Barn), 
in the parish of .Whalley, one Richard Dugdale, aged 19, who 
" was not very big nor small, but of middle size and stature." 
He and his father were gardeners by trade, and though they 
professed to be Protestants they led " profane lives in a place 
where inniquity did so abound." This boy was taken with all the 
symptoms of " possession," and indeed the parents confessed 
(and the devil corroborated the statement) that at the last 
Whalley Rushbearing (25th June, 1688), when there was a great 
dancing and drinking bout, Richard saw a young woman with 
whom he wished to dance, but not being an adept in that art, he 
said he would give himself to the devil if he " might but excel

" History of Kirkham (Chet. Soc.), p. 14
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" others in dancing" the only immediate result being that he and 
his father both got drunk; but the week afterwards, as he was on 
his way to Westby Hall, where he was going to work in the hay 
field, he saw an apparition of a man's head, when he was taken 
with " unusual merriness," and having in the evening again got 
drunk, the " bystanders concluded that the devil had some 
" extraordinary power over him." Afterwards came other 
symptoms, such as "jibs," " foretelling of weather," "dancing," 
&c., &c.

It will here be convenient to notice the Rev. Thomas Jollie. 
He was the son of Major James Jollie, of Droylesden, was of 
Trinity College, Cambridge, and for thirteen years officiated as 
the minister of Altham Chapel, whence he was ejected in 1662. 
He afterwards underwent severe persecution, being " in prisons 
"oft," but at the time we are writing of he had a nonconformist 
meeting-house near Pendle Hill. To him the demoniac was 
brought, and then commenced the solemn farce of exorcism, 
which lasted many weeks, and consisted of praying, reading, 
preaching, and fasting, during which occurred many startling 
incidents amongst others, the demoniac was " born up suddenly 
" from his chair, as if he would have flown away, but that the 
" holders of him hung at his arms and legs;" he gave out 
" hideous sounds as of swine or water-mills, or as if a bear and 
" other wild beasts had joyned their several notes to mix up a 
" dreadful peal of noises ;" in one of his fits he " lay on his back 
" with his arms and legs spread open, and was twirled about like 
"a pair of yarwangles" (yar-ringles is an instrument from which 
hanks of yarn are wound) ; he described " much of the nature 
" and sorts of hell torments at a more lively and terrible rate than 
" ever was done by men's books or sermons ;" to one witness he 
kindly said, " I will make thee my porter to carry damned 
" wretches from one bed of flames to another " These fits came 
on at times stated by the demoniac, and he was taken to some 
adjacent barn or convenient building where on several occasions 
1000 people came to hear the minister converse with the devil. 
On 24 March, 1689/90, after all this fasting and praying, the
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spirit gave way and came out of its victim, and troubled him no 
more except once when he was " in drink."

The details just recorded are substantially those given by the 
Rev. T. Jolly, and to support which over thirty persons gave 
evidence, many of them on oath, at Holcombe, near Bury, before », 
Hugh Lord Willoughby and Ralph Egerton, Esq., two Justices of 
the Peace, on 20 July, 1695. These depositions furnish the 
following curious particulars : 

The father of the demoniac had seen his son vomit stones, 
silver and gold curtain rings, and a hair button.

John Walmsley, a saddler, of Harwood, deposed that he had 
lifted Dugdale " betwixt his finger and thumb, another taking 
" him at his head, and he could not think that he weighed six 
" pounds ;" he had seen him ""shufle rushes like cards and play 
" games on them ;" and also play at bowls, making bowls of rushes.

Nathaniel Waddington, of Altham, husbandman, said that in 
one of his fits he was " as light as a feather bouster, but before 
"he came out he was as heavy as a load of corn." Another 
witness, who was a carpenter, compares him " to a chip," after 
wards becoming " as heavy as a horse."

John Fletcher, of Harwood, said that one day, in one of his 
fits, a knife was found " length way in his mouth, none knowing 
" how it came there, where it was held so fast that witness with 
" much ado pulled it out," when it was claimed by a bystander, 
who had " the sheath" of it in his pocket.

Several persons gave evidence as to his having, during his fits, 
a large lump in his leg, which gradually worked its way to his 
chest this lump was said to be the size of " turkey's egg," 
" a cat," " a dog," or " a mole-warp" (a mole.)

John Hindle had heard him, in one of his fits, say to one of 
the ministers (Mr. Carrington), " Thou shall be Porter of Hell 
" Gates, thou'st have Brewis and Toad Broth."

John Smalley had seen his shoes, when " fast buckled to his 
" feet, fly six yards and hit the skel-boos* in the barn.

Other witnesses declared that " a voice spake in Richard be- 
" side his own voice, and another voice spake out of the earth."

*  "A passage by the side of the cattle stall.
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The demoniac gives a certificate to the effect that " his former 
" fits were not any cheat or art of man," but, as he verily believed, 
" caused by the devil, from whom" he was delivered by the 
Minister's fasting and prayer.

Dr. Robert Whitaker, of Healey, near Burnley, testifies that 
of " his own observation as an eye and ear witness," he believes 
that Dugdale was " under diabolical possession or obscession," 
and that he assigns his delivery " to the Word of God and Prayer 
" with Fasting."

To add force to the foregoing statements, the following ministers
subscribe their names as believing in the truth of the same, to wit: 

^ Thomas Crompton, M.A., of Oxford, Minister of Toxteth
Chapel, near Liverpool.

  John Crompton, who was afterwards minister of Cokey Chapel. 
John Parr, a nonconformist minister, who endured much perse 

cution (he sometimes preached at Preston and Walton.) 
Samuel Angier (nephew of the celebrated John Angier, of 

Denton.) He was educated at Oxford, but afterwards 
became a Presbyterian he became minister of Dukinfield 
Chapel, Cheshire.

Richard Frankland, M.A., of Christ College, Cambridge. He 
was made by Cromwell Vice-President and Tutor of the 
Presbyterian College of Durham, which was demolished 
at the Restoration. He afterwards set up an academy at 
Rathmel, in Craven.

Henry Pendlebury, ejected minister of Holcombe Chapel, near 
Bury. He was also some time resident in Rochdale, and 
was the author of several well-known theological works. 

Samuel Eaton, minister of Stand, in Prestwich parish, whom
' Oliver Heywood " called a man of unknown learning."* 

Nathaniel Scholes, who is frequently mentioned in Henry New- 
come's Diary. He was the son of the Rev. Jeremy Scholes. 
He was baptised in Manchester, gth June, 1664, and died 
in 1702. He was minister at Macclesfield. 

Nathaniel Heywood, who was the ejected vicar of Ormskirk.

* Northowram Rtgisttr, p. 25,-
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It may be added that the Rev. Oliver Heywood was also 
amongst the believers.

To the statements thus published, Zachary Taylor, one of the 
King's Preachers for the county, and vicar of Croston, replied in 
a pamphlet, entitled " The Surey Impostor, being an answer to 
"a late fanatical pamphlet;"* on the title page of which he 
quotes Prov. xviii. 17 " He that is first in his own cause seemeth 
"just; but his neighbour cometh and findeth him out."

This tract contains a portrait of Richard Dugdale, in one of 
the dresses he affected when in his fits, and which Taylor thus 
describes " He (Dugdale) takes a large coarse blanket and 
" mantles himself in it : one of the corners he so orders that as 
" occasion is, with a nod he maj drop it over his face, or with a 
" toss back fling it like a monk's cowl upon his shoulders ; the 
" opposite corner he reserves for a long train to trail after him.' 1

Taylor accuses the promulgator of " publishing a wild story," 
and of "foisting up an impostor," in order to win " by craft and 
"wiles" those whom they could not by "reason and religion." 
He then goes carefully through the evidence, points out many 
discrepancies and falsehoods, asserts that people's names were 
used without permission, and that the whole affair was a fraud. 
One Elizabeth Mills, of Rochdale, formerly servant to Matthew 
Hollis, of the same place, testified that she had heard Mr. 
Pendlebury say that he would not again go to Surey, as he thought 
it was "a cheat." Mr. Townley, rector of Slaidburn, gives the 
like evidence as to Dr. Whitaker, yet both of these were claimed as 
" believers." He then gives the testimony of divers persons 
whose statements are diametrically opposed to Mr, Jolly's wit 
nesses ; amongst others, an old schoolfellow, who went to 
Whalley Grammar School with Dugdale, says, that as a boy he 
did more curious things than he ever did in his fits he had 
strong ventriloquial powers, and could imitate the voices of 
animals. Taylor adduces the opinions of several then well-known 
medical men, who said that most of the symptoms were only 
such as often accompany epilepsy and convulsions.

* London, 1697.
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In conclusion he writes, " taking a disease for a possession, 
" and a cheat for a demoniac, shews the weakness of our dis- 
" senting ministers, and the miserable false representation of 
" things plainly shews their insincerity; and whoever dare com- 
" mit the care of souls to men that want both judgement and 
" sincerity, have either a mean opinion of the worth of their 
" souls, or are besottedly indifferent what becomes of them. 
" Such evident discovery of the want of these two qualifications 
" will, I hope, open all sober, thinking, and good men's eyes, and 
" bring them into the bosom of the Church, where there is zeal 
" governed by knowledge, order without confusion, worship with- 
" out superstition, fasting without hypocrisy, prayer without 
" feeding on our neighbours' houses, and casting out devils out 
" of the souls and lives of men, without exposing the cause of 
" God and religion to the increase of atheism and profaneness, 
" superstition and idolatry."

Thomas Jolly now re-enters the field with " A Vindication of 
"the Surey Demoniac as no impostor," in which he reprints a 
great portion of his former pamphlet, reasserts what he said 
before, and calls in a few more witnesses.

An anonymous writer, calling himself " an impartial hand," 
about the same time published "The Lancashire Levite Rebuked, 
" or a Vindication of the Dissenters from Popery, Superstition, 
" Ignorance, and Knavery unjustly charged on them, by Mr. 
" Zach. Taylor."" This writer candidly admits that he always 
suspected that the Surey affair was a cheat, and that he was so 
much displeased that he did not even purchase the book, at the 
same time he is " troubled and grieved that Mr. Taylor, whom 
" he always thought a man of sweet temper and obliging nature, 
" should in such a transport of Fury and Rage so unhandsomely 
" and ungenteely treat so many honest men;" as for Mr. Jolly, 
he characterises him as "an ancient, grave, piom, serious man," 
and adds, although " he is of a different persuasion from me, 
" yet I am persuaded he would not knowingly be guilty of what 
"you charge upon him." He then makes an attack at the

* London, 1698.
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" Pluralists, who," he says, " can swallow steeple after steeple and 
" never choak at it, not so much as Dicky when he vomited great 
" stones."

To this Taylor replies under the title of " Popery, Superstition, 
" Ignorance, and Knavery, very unjustly by a letter in general 
" pretended, but as far as was charged very fully proved upon the 
" Dissenters that were concerned in the Surey Imposture."*

" The Lancashire Scribe" was again " rebuked " t by the 
" Impartial Hand," and his reply! appears to have closed the 
controversy.

I have purposely abstained from referring to the general and 
kindred subject of Witchcraft, preferring to confine myself to 
these well-defined cases of so-called demoniac Possession. 
Taking it for granted that no one will now contend that any 
'  possession," demoniac or otherwise, took place, it remains to 
consider how far the whole affair was, or was not, a fraud. 
[Darrell's case we may take as a proved fraud.] Medical men 
of the present time will, I think, admit that some of the symptoms 
exhibited by the Surey man were those which often accompany 
certain, now, well-known diseases, whilst they will assert that 
other of the symptoms could not possibly arise from any bodily 
infirmity. If, therefore, we admit that mental or bodily derange 
ment might account for some of the actions of the " demoniacs," 
we are forced to the conclusion that the rest must have been 
assumed, and that for the purpose of deception.

Who, then, were the deceivers, and who the victims ?
In an age of superstition like that in which these scenes were 

enacted, the general lookers-on would doubtless more or less 
readily seize an idea which called into play a supernatural power, 
and would easily be deceived; but the reverend divines (most of 
whom were educated men) must have had better means of 
judging, and the question which arises is, Were they deceivers or 
deceived ?

  London, 1698.
t " Popery, Superstition, Ignorance, and Knavery confessed and fully proved on the Surcy 

Dissenters," London, 1698.
I London, 1690. 
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In a case where circumstantial evidence alone can be obtained 
it is well to look for the motives which could have influenced 
either party to commit the fraud.

Dugdale and his family may well have had substantial rewards 
for their pains, as well as a notoriety which may have been 
pleasant to their vanity ; whilst the ministers were contending 
for a priestly power which heretofore had not been supposed to 
be theirs. These ministers were men in the full odour of 
sanctity : men who had undergone many and severe trials for 
conscience sake ejectment from their livings, fines, and imprison 
ments ; yet they were men who were full of bigotry, religious 
superstition, and party zeal; in everything they saw an interposition 
of Providence ; nothing was too wonderful for them to believe if 
the believing it served to bolster up their religious faith.

Is it not, therefore, probable that the true reading of the Surey 
case stands thus ? Thomas Jolley, finding Dugdale afflicted with 
fits, the peculiar symptoms of which resembled what he supposed 
would be those of one " possessed," and wishing to prove the 
power of extempore prayer (as against the set form of the 
Established Church), undertook to cast out the evil spirit. 
Dugdale, to serve his own ends, " assumed a virtue where he 
had it not," and thus deceived the exorcist. This being so, 
however, one cannot help suspecting that long before the case 
was played out Thomas Jolley must have suspected, if he did 
not actually know, that Dugdale was playing a part, but that 
having gone so far he hesitated to throw the case up, and then 
he, in his turn, helped to deceive the others. Zachary Taylor, 
on the other hand, boiling over in his zeal against dissent, and 
being fully persuaded that no " possession " or " dispossession " 
could or did take place, jumped at once to the conclusion that 
all concerned in the affair were a pack of knaves.

At the credulity of the actors in these Lancashire demoniac 
cases, we of the igth century may smile ; but can we condemn, 
when we think of "table turning" and "spiritual seances," or 
when we read the records of " Salvation Armies " ?


