
TRANSACTIONS.

THE CHARTERS OF LANCASTER. 

By IV. O. Roper, Esq.

(Read Sth February, 1883.)

I T must not be supposed from the title of this paper that 
I am prepared to enter into an exhaustive account of all 

the many charters which have been granted to the ancient 
Borough of Lancaster; I simply wish to place before you, very 
briefly, the principal facts connected with the more important of 
the charters at present in the possession of the Corporation.

To begin with, I must ask you to look back to the days of 
Richard Cceur-de-Lion. The principal towers of the old Castle 
were still in existence ; two round towers guarded the approach 
from the west, the one overlooking the vast marshes stretching 
to the lower reaches of the Lune, the other looking down upon 
the remains of the Roman Camp and the ancient military way 
therefrom to the Scale Ford. Overhanging the town were the 
heavy walls of the Well Tower, the founding of which is 
attributed to Constantine Chlorus. On the north stood the 
church possibly only its ruins ; and below on the east clustered 
the town. Small though it was at that time, its name occurs 
frequently in the dark records of those warlike days, and the 
charters shew that there was a spirit of enterprise possibly, to 
some extent, selfish enterprise which was shared by but few 
of the towns in England.

It was at this time, in the reign of Richard I., in the year 
1193, that John, Earl of Moreton, the king's brother, gave to the 
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2 The Charters of Lancaster.

burgesses of Lancaster their earliest existing charter. As this is 
the oldest document Lancaster can now produce, I give you a 
translation of it in extenso : 

" John Earl of Morcton to all his men and friends of 
France and England now and hereafter, greeting. Know ye 
that I have granted and by this my Charter have confirmed 
to my Burgesses of Lancaster all the Liberties which I have 
granted to the Burgesses of Bristol. Furthermore I have 
declared the same Burgesses freed from Suit to my Mill and 
from ploughing and other servile customs which they used 
to do and that they shall not be compelled to shear for 
my service from henceforth as they have been accustomed 
to do. I have granted also to the same Burgesses, and by 
this my Charter have confirmed, the Pasturage of my Forest 
as far from the town of Lancaster as their Cattle can go 
and return in a day. I have granted also to them of dead 
Wood in my Forest as much as shall be needful to them for 
burning, and of other wood as much as shall be needed for 
building, under the survey of my Foresters. Wherefore I 
will and strictly command that the said Burgesses and their 
heirs shall have and hold of me and of my heirs all the 
Liberties and free customs aforesaid freely and quietly fully 
and entirely and that they may be free from the aforesaid 
servile customs and exactions . . . In the fourth year of 
the reign of our Lord King Richard on the morrow of 
Saint Barnabas the Apostle at Dorchester."

The liberties of the Borough of Bristol referred to in the 
above charter were very extensive. Amongst them were the 
privileges following : No burgess was to be impleaded except 
within the walls of the town. All were to be quit of toll and 
lastage and pontage throughout the kingdom. No stranger was 
to establish himself in the town for purposes of trade for a 
longer period than 40 days. All burgesses had liberty to marry 
themselves, their sons, their daughters, and their widows, without 
the license of their lords. Corn might be ground wherever the 
burgesses chose. The Guilds were to be upheld, and all lands 
within the town were to be held in free burgage tenure.

In the first year of his reign King John cancelled this charter, 
and conferred upon the burgesses similar liberties to those which 
had been granted by his father to the borough of Northampton. 
The Lancaster burgessess accordingly applied to that town to
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know more fully what those liberties might be, and the town of 
Northampton wrote back to the following effect: 

" To their most worshipful Friends, the Sheriffs and Bailiffs of 
" Lancaster, the Bailiffs of our Lord the King at Northampton 
" send greeting with love, rejoicing concerning the liberty granted 
" to you by our Lord the King. We send you a copy of the 
" Charter we have from the King himself." Possibly the Lancas 
trians obtained their extension of privileges from the king on 
their personal request, as we find them craving leave to speak 
with his Majesty concerning their liberties, which they alleged 
to have been interfered with.

Henry III., in 1232, confirmed the grant to the burgesses 
of Lancaster of the liberties enjoyed by the burgesses of 
Northampton, and letters patent were granted for paving the 
town.

In the reign of Edward I. the burgesses of Lancaster seem 
to have been endeavouring to conciliate the higher powers, and 
as Edmund, the king's brother and afterwards Earl of Lancaster, 
was then in possession of the Castle they purchased his favour 
by a grant of land.

To all towhom these presents shall come, Edmund, Son of 
Henry King of England of renowned memory sends Greeting 
in the Lord. Know all men that whereas our Burgesses of 
the Ville of Lancaster gratuitously and freely have granted 
to us that in our Forest of Quernmore we may enclose one 
Park of five miles in circumference in a place which is 
called Hutton and that in a place which is called Scarthweyt 
we may enclose and reduce to Tillage forty acres of land, a 
free passage being reserved for the said Burgesses with their 
carts and cattle to places called les Schyrokes and le lyht, 
this notwithstanding that the aforesaid Burgesses had in the 
aforesaid Places common of Pasture, We for ourselves and 
our heirs to the said burgesses and their heirs have granted, 
and by this our present charter have confirmed, that all their 
cattle from henceforth be freed from Agistment in the Forest 
aforesaid in such manner, that is to say, that they may be 
there by Day and by Night without payment of Agistment.

Notwithstanding these signs of Court favour only two short 
years later the burgesses were called upon to defend their 
privileges. They were served with one of those terrible writs 
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of which the first Edward was so fond, a writ of Quo Warranto, 
calling upon them to shew by what right they claimed exemption 
fiom toll, stallage, and lastage, through all ports and cities in 
England, and to have a free borough, a pillory, a cucking stool, 
infengethefe, and gallows in Lancaster, " which things pertain to 
" the Crown and Dignity of our Lord the King." On behalf of 
the burgesses there appeared Lambert the Bailiff, Master Thomas 
do Lancaster, Robert de Catherton, and William le Chanteur, 
and produced the Charter of John and its subsequent confirma 
tions. The King's Justices, however, decided that as no special 
deed granting these particular liberties could be produced the 
burgesses should only exercise the same on payment of sixteen 
and a half marks a year. Against this decision the burgesses 
appealed, and cited the charters of Northampton and Bristol as 
including these privileges. In the end the previous decision 
was revoked, and the liberties confirmed to the burgesses of 
Lancaster.

The following reign saw the burgesses of Lancaster defending 
the very existence of their charters against an enemy more 
terrible than even the Writ of Quo Warranto, The Scots were 
then over-running the Northern Counties, and early in 1314 the 
beacon fires spread the terrible message that the enemy was 
advancing southward. The burgesses seem to have hurriedly 
betaken themselves and their charters within the kindly refuge of 
the castle walls. The relentless border tribes came on, and 
crossing the bridge over the Lime, at once took possession of 
the town in overwhelming force. After uninterrupted pillage, 
the houses were fired, and the inhabitants, clustered within the 
castle walls, were enveloped in the smoke that arose from the 
burning town below. Only eight years later the experience was 
repeated, and again the burgesses looked down from their fortress 
upon a heap of ruins the only buildings which remained 
standing were the Priory and a house of preaching friars.

The reign of Edward III. brought rather better times, and in 
1338 the burgesses obtained a confirmation of their earlier 
charters, and also permission to hold a market on Wednesdays
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and Saturdays, a fair on the eve of Saint Michael and for fifteen 
days next following, and a fair on the eve, day, and morrow of 
the Feast of the Nativity of John the Baptist. The burgesses 
were also empowered to hold a guild merchant with all things 
appertaining thereto.

In these comparatively quiet times the burgesses evidently 
thought it time to look into internal affairs, and accordingly they 
examined and ratified " the old constitutions and orders used 
" in the Towne of Lancaster in the xxxvjth yeare of the Reigne 
" of King Edward the third after the conquest as by the records 
"may appear.'' Out of the 142 articles which form these 
constitutions, some are worthy of reproduction.

The first we meet with is that, regulating the election of 
Mayor. At the first head court holden upon Thursday next 
after the feast of St. Luke the Evangelist, " before the choosing 
" of the Maior, the Maior shall say to the Sergant ' make one 
" O Yes thrice ;' That done the Maior shall say to the Clcrke 
" Read the constitutions for this day : ' And the Clerke shall 
" read it and the Sergant shall rehearse it after the Clerkc in these 
" words ' Forasmuch as it is ordained by constitution that noe 
" stranger that is an unsworn and forraigne burgessc shall be in our 
" Court the time of choosing of our Maior and bayliffs, because 
" of great debate and strife that hath happened amongst us 
" through maintainance of such strangers being in our Court the 
" day of the choosing, the which hath burdened the commons to 
" great harme and losse of their goods and disherison of our 
" franchises," therefore all but sworn burgesses were to be 
excluded from the Court during the election of Mayor. If any 
stranger should refuse to retire or " the Maior and bailiffs 
" peradventure dare not put him out " then the election was to 
be postponed. If all proceeded satisfactorily, twelve burgesses 
appointed by the Mayor and Bailiffs were to " go into a secret 
" place to them assigned and there shall put forth from among 
" them such as they shall think most able to serve in the office 
"of Mayor. 1 ' Then two bailiffs were to be chosen, and next 
followed rules for the conduct of the Mayor. One of these
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directed that " no Maior being in the office of Maiorship shall 
" sell victuals the time he shall be in office but at the Sessions." 
No bailiff was to sell bread or ale, because the Mayor and 
bailiffs were directed to test the bread and ale once every month. 
The bailiffs were to celebrate their banquets at Shrove tide and 
Easter, and the cost thereof was to be paid out of the town's 
accounts. The Mayor and bailiffs were to wear gowns, and the 
bailiffs, sergeant, and the bellman, had to attend on the Mayor 
every Saturday, and on the principal feast days. A corporation 
cobbler was chosen every year " to amend old shoes within the 
towne," and at the same time a swine herd was appointed. No 
one could be made a burgess until he had resided a year within 
the town, " within which time his neighbours may know his 
" conversation, manner, and behaviour.' 1

Next come regulations for the conduct of the freemen, and for 
offenders against the law : " If any freeman do rayle or revile 
" any man by any slanderous words being sworne of a jury, he 
" shall loose his liberty or else be greivously fyned, and if it be 
" by any other person being not free he shall be committed to 
" the gibbet and if it be a woman to the coockstoole." So 
again, if " any troublesome person come to the towne against 
" the peace to vex anybody within the town the common bell 
"shall be rung a good while or space and all town dwellers shall 
" come into the place where the said common bell is rung, 
" arraied in the best manner they may for defence of their own 
" bodies to arrest the said disturber against the peace." No 
foreign burgess being admitted to the liberties of the town was 
allowed to claim any interest in the common pasture. No 
alehouse was to be open during Divine Service, and no one 
having ale to sell was to refuse it to anyone requiring it and able 
to pay. No bridal dinner was to be given at a cost greater than 
fourpence a head. Vagabonds and " idle young persons " were 
to be carted or scourged out of the town. Any man found to 
be " a common eavesdropper standing under any man's eaves, 
"walls or windows was to be fined three shillings and four 
" pence " ; then to be carted about the town, and finally expelled
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beyond its gates. All unlawful games were to be laid away, 
and the young men were ordered to buy bows and arrows. 
Two officials were appointed to go through the town to see 
that every man had sufficient fuel. No one was to " lett downe 
" the Castle Ditch to water clay or thatch withall above the 
" space of three quarters of an hour at any one time" ; and 
the mayor was directed to appoint some convenient person to 
"oversee and keepe the said Castle Ditch to the use and proffit 
" of this towne."* With this I may conclude the extracts from 
a code of bye-laws which in many respects is in force at the 
present time.

In the year following the ratification of these bye-laws the 
burgesses obtained, through the intervention of their patron, 
John of Gaunt, another important charter : " Know that we of 
"our special Grace and at the request of our beloved Son John 
" Duke of Lancaster have granted and by this our charter have 
" for ourselves and our heirs confirmed to our lielovcd Mayor 
"Bailiffs and Commonalty of the Town of Lancaster their heirs 
" and Successors that all pleas and sessions of whatsoever 
" Justices in the County of Lancaster assigned be held in the 
" said Town of Lancaster as in the principal Town of the said 
" County and not elsewhere in the said County for ever.'' From 
that time to the present day the Quarter Sessions are always 
opened at Lancaster, and only held by adjournment at Preston 
and Kirkdale. So also the Assizes are still held at Lancaster, 
though the larger portion of the business is now transacted at 
Liverpool and Manchester.

The days of this charter were the brightest days in Lancaster's 
history. The castle had been restored, and periodically John 
of Gaunt held his court within its walls. Such times were not, 
however, without their darker side. In 1389, after the fatal 
battle of Otterbourn, the Scots again poured southwards, and 
again the town of Lancaster was purified by lire. Its records

* The Castle, though within the Ijouudaries of the borough, docs nut form part of it. The 
Moat or Castle Ditch, however, appears even at the time of these constitution-; to have 
belonged to the town, and the Corporation at the present day exercise rights of ownership 
ov«r it.

1



8 The Charters of Lancaster.

suffered, and gups amongst the earlier charters shew the havoc 
caused by the devouring element.

In 1384, and again in 1389, King Richard II. confirmed the 
ancient charters of the town. The second confirmation expressly 
renews any privileges which may have been allowed to lapse by 
non-user, and was granted " by the King himself for the Fine of 
" forty shillings and because the Town aforesaid by misfortune 
" has been often burnt."

In 1399 Henry IV. confirmed the charters, and in 1409 
expressly ratified the exemption of the burgesses from toll. 
" \\'e says the charter greatly intending the weal, profit and 
" advancement of the same our Town of Lancaster have 
" determined that the said grants shall stand and persevere in 
" their full strength and virtue."

Then came the golden days of Henry V., and the noble 
gateway tower raised its front high above the town. The lions 
of England quartered with the lilies of France (France modern) 
still remain on its face as tokens of one of the brightest periods 
of England's chivalry. Yet the burgesses seem to have been in 
trouble. In the second year of his reign Henry V. "pardoned 
 'and remitted to Richard de Flslake Mayor of the Towne of 
" Lancaster and the Bailiffs and Commonalty all manner of 
" Trespasses by them before the 8th day of December in the 
" second year of our Reign against the Form of the Statutes 
" concerning Liveries of Coats and Caps committed or 
"perpetrated."

In 1420, Henry again granted a charter to the borough, 
and especially confirmed the fairs and markets, the guild, and the 
holding of the sessions at Lancaster.

In the reign of Henry VI., the Mayor, Bailiffs, ISurgesses, and 
Commonalty presented a petition for further liberties : 

Whereas say they Lancaster from time immemorial has 
been, and still is, the chief and most ancient borough within the 
County of Lancaster ; to which borough there is a great confluence 
and concourse of people, as well of merchants, denizens, as aliens, 
and others, and before this time has been, for the greater part,
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inhabited by merchants ; and because the Mayor and bailiffs for 
the time being have not had power or authority to take re 
cognizances by statute merchant, many of the said merchants, 
without any surety had, have furnished their goods and merchan 
dise to divers people, and have fallen in great poverty, because 
they had not power by law in the borough to recover their debts 
promptly on the day fixed for payment; and also for this cause 
many merchants have ceased to come to this borough with their 
merchandise, to the great damage of all the commonalty of the 
said borough : They therefore pray the king to grant to the 
Mayor and his successors, and to a clerk under him to be named 
by the king, from time to time power and authority to take 
and record all manner of recognizances, by statute merchant, of 
the debts of all debtors who shall come before them in the same 
town to make such recognizances. The prayer of the petition 
was complied with, and the burgesses, we will hope, profited by 
their further privileges.

Then came the dreary times of the Wars of the Roses, and 
the documentary history of the borough during that period 
is not forthcoming. We only know that Kdward IV., when he 
escaped from Middleham Castle, fled by Hawes and clown the 
Lune valley to Lancaster, and there gathered his forces. 15ut 
the town does not seem to have received any charter from him.

The reigns of Edward V. and Richard III. were occupied in 
more stirring matters than granting charters to boroughs, but 
the advent of Henry VII., though it found the castle in ruins, 
and saw the Pretender, Lambert Simnel, with his liurgundian 
soldiers, march through the streets of Lancaster, brought a more 
business-like time for the ancient town. The castle was to some 
extent repaired, the battlements were placed on the gateway 
tower, and the burgesses began to think of their lapsed privileges. 
Accordingly early in the reign of Henry VII., we find the 
burgesses petitioning for confirmation of their charters. All the 
privileges the king doubtless for a sufficient consideration  
condescended to confirm.

The usual charter of confirmation is not forthcoming in the
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reign of Henry VIII., hut the preamble of an old Act of 
Parliament passed in that reign tends to shew that Lancaster 
was not at that time in the most prosperous position. li In times 
" past divers and many beautiful houses of habitation have been 
" within the walles and liberties of the townes of Lancastre, 
" Preston, Lyverpolle and \Vigan in the County Palatine of 
" Lancaster which now are fallen downe, decayed and at this 
" tyme remayne imreedifyed, lying as desolate and voyd groundes 
" and many of them adjoyning nigh unto the high strcetes, 
" replenished with much ordure, filth and uncleanness, with pittes 
" cellars and vaultes lying open and uncovered, to the great peryll 
" and daungier of all the inhabitants and all the Kynges subjects 
" passyng by the same, and some houses be very weak and feble 
" redy to falle downe and be very daungerous to passe bye to the 
" decaye and hindraunce of the sayd boroughs and towncs." The 
statute therefore enacted that the owners of such houses should 
within two years repair them, and in default that the lord of the 
fee should re-enter and possess the property.

Kdward VI. confirmed the charters in 1547, and extended the 
privileges of freedom from tolls.

In the reign of Queen Mary the burgesses were again com 
pelled to defend their hard-won privileges. They complained 
that in the first year of the reign of the late king an order 
had been made, directing that four quarter sessions should be 
held at Preston, four at Wigan and Ormskirk, and four at 
Manchester, " aii'l that by means of that order the liberties 
"of the Town of Lancaster were greatly infringed and broken 
" to the great decay of the said '['own and the impoverishment 
"of the poor Inhabitants of the same." The burgesses also 
complained that by another order two of the four existing courts 
of quarter sessions had been removed to Clitheroe, and that out 
of sixteen courts only two were now held at Lancaster. " And 
" that the poor inhabitants of the Town of Lancaster were very 
" like to be impoverished because the inhabitants of the said 
" County of Lancaster and others having occasion to be at such 
" Quarter Sessions of the Peace would thenceforth withdraw
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" themselves from the said Town of Lancaster." Thomas Carus 
appeared as counsel, and obtained an order that all general 
sessions of assizes and gaol delivery should from thenceforth be 
held in Lancaster, and not elsewhere in the said county ; and 
the charter ordaining this is stated to be exemplified at the 
instance of John Hewetson, the Mayor, and the bailiffs of the 
town in the fourth year of the reign of Philip and Mary.

In the same year came a precept addressed by " Philip and 
" Mary by the Grace of God King and Queen of England, 
" Spain, France, both Sicilys, Jerusalem and Ireland, Defender 
"of the Faith, Archduke of Austria, Duke of Burgundy, Milan 
" and Brabant, Count of Aspurge, Flanders and Tirol : To our 
" trusty and well-beloved the Mayor and Bailiffs of our Town 
" of Lancaster and to all the Burgesses of the same and to 
" every of them greeting." " Whereas," says the precept, " we 
" be credibly informed that our said Town is in great Ruin 
" and decay by reason of such variance as hath been by means 
" of taking of Liveries and Cognizance and by retaining with 
" several Lords and Gentlemen and others, contrary to our 
" Laws and by reason whereof they in times past have been 
" often interrupted and set to correct and reform .... the 
" which if it should be suffered might cause the same to fall in 
" great Ruin and Decay to the utter destruction of the same 
" Wherefore we well and strictly charge you and every of you 
"that you do make in our name Proclamation commanding 
" strictly that no manner of person foreign or other inhabitant 
" of the said town from henceforth retain any person nor be 
"retained with any person or persons Gentlemen or other by 
" oath Livery sign Cognizance or otherwise but as shall accord 
" with our Laws."

In the fifth year of her reign, Queen Elizabeth gave the usual 
charter of confirmation, and the town seems to have grown 
steadily but considerably throughout the whole of her reign. 
The adventurous voyages of English sailors caused an increase 
in the shipping of the river, and Lancaster became one of the 
principal ports of the North. The excitement caused by the
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expected approach of the Grand Armada set the Lancastrians 
to work to repair their fortifications. The great square tower 
of the castle was restored, and a stone set in the battlements 
bears the date of restoration and the initials of the Queen and 
the High Sheriff.

1585
E . R . R . A . (Richard Assheton)

The walls of the castle were nlso repaired, and every preparation 
was made to meet an enemy which never came.

In 1604, James I., considering that the town "is an ancient 
"and populous Town, and the Inhabitants of the said Town, 
" time out of mind, have had, used, and enjoyed divers 
"franchises," and willing that the Town "from henceforth for 
" ever may be and remain a Town of Peace and Quiet to the 
" fear and terror of the wicked, and for the Reward of the 
" Good," granted the Lancastrians a charter.

This deed ordained that the government of the town should 
be vested in the Mayor, Bailiffs, and Commonalty, and that that 
body should have a common seal. The Mayor was to act as a 
Justice of the Peace and Coroner. There was also to be " one 
" discreet man learned in the laws of England, to be chosen and 
" nominated the Recorder of the said town," and all the liberties 
previously granted were fully confirmed.

In 1621, James granted another charter, expressly confirming 
the exemption of Lancaster men and their goods from toll in 
any part of his dominions. Then came the Civil Wars, and 
during the fire which succeeded one of the many sieges of the 
town, many of the charters were seriously damaged. Several 
are in many parts illegible from this cause.

The next charter is that of Charles II., granted in 1663, 
chiefly confirming the former liberties, but in 1684 a charter was 
granted, which entered more into particulars. This charter 
exempts members of the commonalty from service on juries 
outside the town. The governing body were to consist of " one 
" honest and discreet man, who shall be and shall be called 
" Mayor," one Recorder, seven Aldermen, twenty-four who shall
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be called the Common Council, " of whom twelve shall be 
" called Capital Burgesses and twelve shall be called the 
" Commonalty, one Common Clerk, one honest man to be 
" Mace Bearer, and two Sergeants at Mace." The Mayor, 
the preceding Mayor, and the Recorder were to be Justices of 
the Peace within the borough, and the Mayor a Justice 
for the county. All the coal mines in the commons and 
pasture of Quernmore were granted to the town, and " a Court 
"of Pye Powder was to be held."

In the reign of George III. the Corporation again obtained 
a charter, upon the provisions of which they acted until the 
Municipal Corporations Reform Act of 1835.

With this I propose to conclude what must, I fear, be only a 
monotonous catalogue of a quantity of old deeds, but there is 
one other point intimately connected with the charters, to which 
I should like to allude.

The seal of the Corporation has been referred to. The oldest 
seal now in the possession of the Corporation is probably of the 
time of Henry IV. or V. The centre of the seal shows three 
towers, (each triple turreted\ the centre one of which may have 
represented the gateway tower of the castle. Below there is ?. 
lion passant guardant crowned, with a fleur-de-lys placed upon 
his tail. The legend round the whole is : 

+ . S . HENR . DK . G . RE . ANGLE . FRANCE . DNS . HIDE*

The common seal at present used is rather less in size, but of 
ancient workmanship. It bears the following arms on an 
escutcheon (but without division lines or tinctures being shewn) :  
In chief a fleur-de-lys, and in base a lion passant guardant, each 
charge occupying about half the shield. The legend is 

SIGILLVM . COMVNE . DVKG . S1VE . VILL . LAXCASTRIE :

Next, there is in the Town Hall at Lancaster a stone shield 
carved about 1668, shewing the arms azure and gules, in chief 
a fleur-dc-lys, and in base a lion passant guardant, or the surface

  Bolh seals arc engraved in Gr.'gien's Frafirttntt, y. 391.
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of the azure being somewhat raised above the level of the gules. 
Over the door of an inn in Penny Street the arms are similarly 
emblazoned.

On the other hand, the mace   one of the finest in the 
kingdom which is of the time of Queen Anne, bears the shield 
divided fessewisc, but in chief a castle of four towers, and in base 
a lion passant guardant. Gwyllim also gives the arms of Lancaster 
as   Party per fess, vert and gules, in chief a quadrangle of 
castles walled argent, and in base a lion of England. The arms 
now used and sanctioned by the Heralds' College are those 
bearing the fleur-de-lys and lion ; but Sir Bernard Burke, in his 
General Armoury, gives the castle and lion as the arms of the 
borough. But what I should wish to have some light thrown 
upon is this : why was the castle dropped out of the arms and 
the fleur-de-lys inserted, and when was this change effected ?

One word more. I hope I have been able to shew that the 
ancient borough of Lancaster possesses a series of charters 
which might be envied by any town in the kingdom. But 
besides these, the Corporation possesses Minute and Account 
books of considerable local interest. I trust that on some future 
day I may be permitted by the Mayor to lay before the Society 
further and more varied extracts from the collections which I 
have long been making towards a history of that ancient and 
loyal town the Borough of Lancaster.


