
THE ROMAN ROADS OF LANCASHIRE. 

PART I.

By W. T. Watkin, Esq.

(Read January ?7'h> 1881.)

AS a necessary corollary to the papers I have previously com 
municated to the Society, on the Roman Stations and 

miscellaneous remains of that people found within the county, 
the Roman roads (or rather remains of them) have now to be 
brought under consideration.

The task of doing so is, however, a difficult one. The great 
progress of agriculture, and the formation of canals, railways, &c.( 
have almost obliterated, in a great portion of the county, the last 
traces of these roads. If, nearly two hundred years ago, anti 
quarians found them difficult to trace, what must the antiquary of 
the present day have to contend with, when endeavouring to 
connect their disjointed fragments ? The last fifty years have 
been especially destructive to remains of this nature. It is 
therefore evident that we must rely for a great portion of our 
information as to them upon earlier writers.

At the outset, therefore,' I must state that the authors to whom 
we are chiefly indebted, and from whom I shall chiefly quote, are 
the Rev, J. Whitaker, the historian of Manchester, who speaks of 
the roads as he found them 120 years ago ; the late Rev. E. Sibson, 
of Ashton-in-Makerfield, whose treatise on three of the Roman 
roads of the county was published in the 1836 edition (vol. iii.) 
of Haines' History'of Lancashire; and the late John Just, Esq., 
of the Grammar School, Bury, who contributed several papers 
upon the Roman roads of the county to the Transactions of the 
Literary and Philosophical Society of Manchester, and also (in its 
first and third sessions) two papers to this Society. To these I 
propose to add observations of my own, resulting from personal 
inspection, 
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The greatest centre of Roman roads in the county is at Man 
chester. From this station no less than six (if not seven) roads 
issued, two of them, at a short distance from Manchester, throw 
ing off other branches. These roads I therefore propose to take 
first in order. The chief one, which I consider also to be the 
oldest and the most important one in the county, is that leading 
to Wigan, and I have no doubt that it forms part of the route of 
the Tenth Iter of Antoninus. In vol. xxviii. of the Archaological 
Journal I have entered at length into this subject, which I will 
therefore merely epitomise here.

The text of Antonine's Tenth Iter is as follows :  
" A Glanoventa, Mediolanum.. .centum et quinquaginta CL 
"Galava ...........................octodecim ...............XVIII
"Alone ...........................duodecim ..................XII
" Galacum ........................novendecim ...............XIX
" Bremetonacis ..................viginti et septen .........XXVII
" Coccio ...........................viginti .....................XX
" Mancunio ........................septendecim ............XVII
" Condate...........................octodecim ...............XVIII
" Mediolano........................ novendecim ............XVIIII "

Until the beginning of this century, the only station in this list 
of which the site could be identified was Mancunittm, known, from 
the second Iter of Antonine, to have been at Manchester, (though, 
as is the case with several other stations, spelt differently in each). 
This gave the clue as to what part of the kingdom was traversed 
by the road named. In 1815, however, a fine Roman inscription, 
originally found at Ribchester in the sixteenth century, was dis 
entombed from the walls of Salesbury Hall, in which it had been 
used as a common building stone, and it was then found that it 
had been erected by the Sarmatian cavalry regiment, which bore 
the title of " Bremetennacensian." This gave the clue to the site 
of Bremetonacae, or, as it is termed in the Notitia, Bremetenracum. 
Though partial guesses had previously been made as to the site 
of the other stations in the Iter, in some cases correctly, it was 
not, I believe, until my paper appeared in 1870, that the whole 
Iter had ever been traced, with any approach to correctness
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in the distances, chiefly, I believe, through the ignorance of 
antiquaries (except local ones) as to the existence of the fine 
road between Wigan and Manchester, and of a station having 
existed at Wigan.

The stations named in the Iter, I thus allotted commencing 
at Manchester and going northwards: Coccium I placed at Wigan, 

'where there has been a station at which three roads meet, and the 
distance along the Roman road from Manchester to Wigan, seven 
teen miles, agrees with the Iter. Bremetonacae, the next station, 
on the above-named evidence of an inscription, and also of the 
agreement of distance from Wigan, I placed at Ribchester. 
Galacum I placed at Overburrow, as the distance to this place 
along the Roman road from Ribchester agrees with the Iter, and 
the name of one of the rivers which washes the foot of the hill 
on which the station stood, the Lac, has long been supposed to 
indicate a portion of its name. Alone, as the distance and the 
name of the river (the Lone or Lune) upon which it was situated 
agreed, I placed at the station at Borrowbridge. The remaining 
two stations, Galava and Glanorettta, the distance and direction 
fairly agreeing, I placed at the stations at Kirkby Thore and 
Whitley Castle respectively. At first, I was contradicted by Dr. 
Bruce, in the Lapidarium Septentrionale, as to the site of the two 
last-named stations; but in the Appendix to that work he with 
drew the contradiction : and in the last vol. of the Archaologia 
Aeliana, Mr. W. H. D. Longstaffe apparently adopts my 
conclusions.

It now remains for me to trace this road, in the first place as 
far as Wigan. Dr. Whitaker, in his History of Manchester, vol. i., 
p. 154, says, " The road to Coccium or Blackrode," (he erroneously 
concluded this place to be Coccium?) " did not commence imme- . 
" diately from the Castle Field. It might have begun at the 
" south-western angle of it, have swept over the peninsula of 
" Hulme Field, crossed the Irwell at the point of the meadow, 
" and stretched away for Walkden Moor. And this would have 
" been the most direct line of the road. But it was prevented 
" by the badness of the morass betwixt Hulme Field and the
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" station, and the prudence of retaining so useful a guard to the 
" latter. And the road to Blackrode actually began with the way 
" to Kinderton, and proceeded with it for more than a mile." He 
then makes it pass the Invell at Old Trafford, and takes it on to 
Hope Hall. Would any one think that Whitaker was here only 
imagining the course of the road ? Yet this is the truth, as he 
himself admits (and subsequent researches have proved the same), 
for he says, a few lines further on : " But in all this course, from 
" the river to the hall, the road is wholly invisible, and the remains 
" that begin at the latter, and extend for two miles together, are 
" the only arguments of its course," Happily, its course from 
Castle-field to Hope Hall has since been traced more correctly, 
and the road, as usual, is found to be a straight one.

The Rev. E. Sibson, in the Transactions of the Literary and 
Philosophical Society of Manchester, (vol. vii., and series, p. 536,) 
says : " Meeting Mr. Henry Still, of the Ordnance Survey, and 
" Mr. Peter Clare, of Manchester, when men were employed by 
" Lord Francis Egerton in exploring the Roman Station at Castle 
"Field," [circa 1832. W. T. W.J "Mr. Clare was asked if he 
" knew of any intelligent person who had turned his attention to 
" the old roads in that neighbourhood ? Mr. Clare immediately 
" named Mr. Thomas Groome, of Regent Road, in Salford, and 
" said that Mr. Groome had lived in the neighbourhood more 
" than fifty years, and that he was well acquainted with all the 
" old roads. On going to Mr. Groome, he immediately showed 
" us the track of the Roman road running in a straight line for 
" nearly two miles, and pointing directly across Woden's Ford to 
" the Castle Field."

From the MS. collections of Mr. Thomas Barritt (the Man 
chester antiquary of the last century), we derive some particulars 
as to this Woden's Ford. He states that it is said in an old 
writing that " Woden's Ford is a paved causeway across the river 
" Irwell, from Hulme Field, where the Medlock loses itself in the 
" aforesaid river to the opposite bank, but now lost to the observer 
" since the Irwell was made navigable." The prefix of " Woden's " 
was evidently given to the ford in Saxon times. Mr. Sibson
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continues, p. 537, " The Roman road as pointed out by Mr. 
" Groome was seen very distinctly, with its broad ridge of gravel 
" and stones, on the south side of Regent Road, in the first field 
" on the west side of Ordsall Farm. These remains of the 
" Roman road were found here by Mr. Groome fifty years ago. 
" The road was found again by the gravel at the west end of 
" Hodge Lane, near the brook. .... On the north side 
" of the Liverpool and Manchester Railway, close to Gorton 
" Bridge (which crosses the line) at the ditch on the west side of 
" the foot road, the Roman road from Manchester divides into 
" two branches. .... The branch to Wigan points past 
" Broom House to Hope Hall. The Roman road is found again 
" in the ditch on the north-west side of the lane leading from 
" Foster's Wood to the land of Nod, and there is here a large 
" quantity of gravel. The road is found again in a grassy lane 
" leading out of Weaste Lane, nearly opposite to Weaste Lodge, 
" where the gravel and ridge of the road are very visible. By 
" taking this slightly curved direction the road skirts along the 
" edge of Hart Hill, and thus keeps nearly on level ground."

It is necessary to give these particulars fully, as the road is 
now, owing to building, &c., almost, if not entirely, obliterated 
in this locality. Whitaker also traced it " along the foot of Hart's 
" Hill brow."

As a confirmation of the correctness of these authors, it may 
be stated that in January of last year (1880), the workmen 
employed in widening the railway between Eccles and Manchester 
came across the remains of the road where it crosses the railway 
at Weaste, between the Derby Road and Langvvorthy Road 
bridges. The road crosses the railway at an angle of about 
fifteen degrees, and is visible along the side of the line, as a thin 
line of gravel, about fifty yards in length. Its stones have 
apparently been removed, on account of their proving obstacles 
to the plough. It points direct to Weaste Parsonage, which must 
stand upon it, and its gravel is seen where it crosses Weaste Lane, 
a little below Hart Hill, and it is traceable by the same means 
into Old Hope Farm.
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Weaste Lane is, I presume, the same as that called by Whitaker 
'' Broomhouse Lane," which, he says, it crosses and " enters the 
" estate of Hope Hall." Whitaker adds " It first slanted along 
" the side of Dovehouse Croft, has been there turned up by the 
" plough, and appeared to be seven yards in breadth.'"" And it is 
" next discovered in the field which is beyond the Old Hope 
" Hall, and denominated the Upper Broad Hope, by the gravel 
" below the surface, and in the next or Lower Broad Hope, by 
" the long ridge above it. The seam of the gravel is a proof of 
'' the road, as the ground is all naturally clay; and the course of 
" the ridge is very evident to the eye." The ridge had disap 
peared from the Lower Broad Hope when Mr. Sibson surveyed 
the road in 1836, but in 1843 the road was found by Mr. John 
Goodwin, the farmer of the estate, in cutting a drain.

According to Whitaker " In the next or Little Brook Field, 
" when the ground is ploughed, the gravel appears very thick 
" upon the furrows, and still more so at the extremity of the 
" ground and on the brink .of the water." This account until 
lately held good, and probably still does so, if the ground has 
not been of late years built upon. It was on the north-west side 
of this field that the road crossed the small brook called Gilda 
or Gildas.

Whitaker continues " The road here leaving the Hope Hall 
" estate, and entering the Heath Fields, the gravel is easily 
" discovered by the spade in the first of them, as it crosses the 
" corner of it. And in the second the ridge appears again, but 
" much greater and very large, extending ten or twelve yards 
" in width, and having a fall on either side. Passing through an 
" angle of the third, the elevation continues still evident, but reduced 
" in the fourth and fifth, rises to a very considerable height in 
" the sixth, and retains it in Heath Lane and the field beyond 
" it. In the last it appears equally green and dry for twelve or 
" thirteen yards in width, and is skirted by a border of rushes in 
" the wet ground of either side, But at the extremity of this, in

* At p. 157 (vol. i.) Whitaker says this fragment was paved with large boulders.
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" the next or Toad Hill Field, and in that beyond both, it entirely 
" disappears, and the road is found only by the spade, in the 
"hither end of the second and at the further of the third 
" enclosure, and by the gravel which it discovers lying upon the 
" natural soil. And here the ridge seems to have been taken 
" away by the farmers, and the materials of it dispersed with an 
" equal hand over a part of the sloping ground on the right."

In 1836 Mr. Sibson found the track of the road in these fields 
but very little deteriorated from what it was in Whitaker's time. 
But by 1844 all that was above the surface had been destroyed, 
with the exception of the fragment crossing Heath Lane, which 
still remained a broad ridge of earth and gravel. In the Toad 
Hill Field the road was found six inches below the surface, and 
was also visible in the drains, by the gravel. It is still occasionally 
found by digging. There can be little or no doubt that the road 
from Blackrode fell into that from YVigan somewhere in this 
neighbourhood, but the point of junction has not been ascer 
tained.

Mr. Sibson, in 1844, found the road by the gravel in the Calf 
Hey, near Chorlton Fold ; and Whitaker says of it in this neigh 
bourhood " Crossing the next close and the lane, it points 
" through Chorlton Fold and the land beyond it to a second lane. 
'  It there enters the Westwood Fields, and appears again with a 
" small ridge ascending the slope of the second enclosure, and 
" pointing to a large oak tree upon the furzy summit of it. And 
" at that tree, and in the adjoining field, the gravel is very 
" evident, lying thick upon the road, and spreading several yards 
" in width. It crosses the second close of Mr. Bailey in a plain 
" ridge, and the first of Mr. Watson in a plainer. Losing its 
" elevation at this end of Mr. Watson's second field, it recovers 
" it with an addition at the other. But in the next, or Mr. 
" Blomiley's, the gravel appears along all the three closes, lying 
" in a tall ridge of ten or twelve yards in width."

Commenting upon this in 1844, Mr. Sibson says: "Almost 
" every trace of this road has disappeared in the Westwood 
" Fields. In Elias Chadwick's second field, which was formerly
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" Mr. Watson's second field, it was found by the gravel in the 
" ditch on the west side of the field by Mr. James Richardson, 
" of Ashton-in-Makerfield. The road is found again by the 
" gravel and boulders in the corner of one of Mr. Blomiley's 
" fields at the junction of the Synsley Brook* and the Brookside 
" Brook. And the ridge of the road is very visible in the next 
" field, called the Clough Croft, pointing to a large ash tree near 
" the gate, where it was found by one of Lord Francis Egerton's 
" gamekeepers, when he was digging for rabbits."

Though in some parts subsequently destroyed, this account of 
the road, at this point, still remains correct. In 1862, when the 
Eccles and Wigan railway was being made, a portion of it was 
laid bare, about a foot below the surface, a little to the north-west 
of the " Seven Pits," in a field north of the Westwood Gardens. 
The gravel is described as being " light-coloured, firm, and 
" compact," and the road appeared to have been " at least seven 
"yards in breadth." (Gent. Mag., March, 1862.)

At this stage of his work, Whitaker falls into an error. He 
.continues the road through the Brookside estate, by Drywood 
House to Shaving Lane, or " Shaving Street," about half a mile 
beyond it, and makes it point for Blackrode. We have, therefore, 
no further account of the direct road from his pen ; and, strange 
to say, at this point he also ceases tracing the road to Blackrode  
about twenty lines sufficing for his conjectures as to its route.

For the actual course of the road we are indebted to Mr. Sibson, 
who found it again by the gravel in the bank of the cutting of the 
tram road on the south-west side of Drywood, and traced it in 
the same straight line to the " Cross Field," where it was a little 
below the surface and closely paved. Here it is still found (1880) 
in the same condition, and in a dry summer may at once be 
detected by the " burnt up " appearance of the ground. It passes 
nearly midway between St. Mark's Church and the vicarage.

Lord Francis Egerton's workmen, in making a drain, found the 
road again a little to the west of Worsley Old Hall, in " Big Lady 
" Hill Field ;" and Mr. Sibson further says, " The road is found

* There is a paved causeway across this brook, where the road fords it.
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" again in Bushy Hill Field, on the north side of Wrenswood, 
" crossing a line of old oak trees which have stood in a hedgerow. 
" The cop and the hedge have been lately taken away; but 
" they had been set, as old hedges generally were, upon the 
" Roman road, and they had preserved it both from the spade 
" and the plough. The road is here quite perfect, it is closely 
" paved with large stones, and it has a smooth flat surface."

This fragment was one of the most perfect on the whole line of 
the road, but was soon much defaced : several persons who saw 
it, on its first discovery, aver that the ruts caused by the wheels 
of vehicles were plainly distinguishable.

The road was next found in the ditch near the junction of two 
foot roads, on the west side of Randswood or Wrenswood Field, 
and again in an old lane called " Cooke's Lane." where it was 
paved with large stones and very perfect. It next occurred in 
the field called " Big Woodheys," where the line of gravel was 
very visible in the ditch. After this, it appears to have passed 
through Walker's Wood, and crossed the little stream called the 
Ellen, the ground being sloped away to allow it to pass the stream. 
The modern road through the wood is on its site. It then reaches 
Mosely (or Mawdesley) Common, not far from the " Old Brick 
House," where it was found in 1831, presenting a ridge about 
sixty yards in length, which, when cut into, shewed (under a 
coating of grass of a very pale green) a foot of yellow gravel 
mixed with sand, and beneath it a bed of large flat blocks of 
yellow-coloured freestone. The natural peat was under this, and 
as soon as cut into, the water boiled up to the level of the road. 
By 1844, the ridge was nearly levelled; but the track was lately 
found close to this point, when removing the turf, by the line of 
gravel.

From this point, instead of continuing direct for Wigan, the 
road bears rather more northwards, in order to avoid the hill on 
which Cleworth Hall and Tyldesley stand. It continues as a 
hollow way, sloping down into Sheep Lane, and this, as Mr. 
Sibson justly remarks, is a proof that Sheep Lane was in existence 
before the road. A little beyond this, in a corner of " Further
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" Wood Field," on the north side of Sheep Brook, it is again 
visible, partly as a slight ridge, and partly by a track of gravel, 
on each of which the grass is of a much paler colour than on the 
surrounding land. The ridge of the road, closely paved, is next 
visible where it crosses Turncroft Lane, on the east side of Pan 
Brow, and again in the " Rough Field," in Tyldesley, near Cle- 
worth Hall, where it is formed of large pieces of white freestone, 
covered with gravel. The name of the field seems to signify that, 
until a comparatively recent period, it had been uncultivated, and 
this has probably preserved the road, which at this point again 
resumes its original direction towards Wigan, running across the 
Cleworth Hall estate, where it is twelve yards wide, and instead 
of freestone it has been paved with blue shale, which has now 
become a blue clay, adding to the fertility of the soil. The 
farmer at Cleworth Hall says, that on its line either wheat or 
clover grow higher or stronger than on the rest of the land, and 
its track is plainly discovered by these means. It next appears 
in a field near the " New Brick Barn," then on a portion of Little 
Shakerley Common, where a small portion of the ridge, retaining 
its stones, was recently in a very perfect state. It again assumes 
the form'of a hollow way, in the " Shakerley Clough," sloping 
down to Tyldesley Brook, which it fords. " It was found," says 
Mr. Sibson, " by Charles Gerard, when he lived at Atherton 
" Lodge, in the field called " Big Ely," and it is still visible by 
"the gravel at the north-west corner of this field. It was found 
" by Mr. James Richardson, of Ashton-in-Makerfield, at the place 
" where it crosses Chanter's Brook, in the next field beyond the 
" ' Big Ely,' on the north-east side of the willow plantation. The 
" road appears to have descended to the level of the brook ; and 
" it is indicated by a layer of large stones, of the breadth of the 
" Roman road, imbedded in the clay on both sides of the brook." 
It crosses the brook by a paved causeway, and is next found in 
the fields, on each side of Miller's Lane, by its gravel, and in some 
places its stones, taken from the surface, lie strewn about. In 
the field on the east side of Atherton parsonage it again occurs, 
and on the north-west side of the same house its ridge crosses
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Beefold Lane. Beyond this, in a field called " Ten Acres," the 
cop of a hedge has been set upon the road, under which it is 
quite perfect. The ridge in this field is also visible, and in the 
ditch on the south side of the turnpike road, a little beyond, the 
gravel and stones are again visible. At Hutton Fold it slopes 
down, on the site of the present road, to the brook, in which the 
paved causeway still remains. On the other side, the hedge of a 
garden is set across its line, the ridge and stones being lately very 
visible. The ridge and pavement are again visible in an old lane 
called Cow Lane. This is on the east of Gadbury Fold, opposite 
the orchard. Mr. Sibson says of it here " The road appears to 
" cross the Bolton railway, near the ' whistle post' at Gadbury 
<; Fold. The road has deviated a little from the straight line that 
" it might go up to the Fort, on the high ground at Gadbury Fold ; 
" and having passed Gadbury Fold, it returns again to the direct 
"line to Wigan." He makes the name "Gadbury" to mean 
" Good Fort." I am, however, at least doubtful whether any 
Roman post ever stood at this point. Examination of the 
ground gave no such evidence, and no coins, pottery, &c., have 
ever been found, as far as I could ascertain by enquiry. The traces 
of the road, at this point, have been much obliterated, during 
the last few years, by the increase of Atherton and Chowbent.

For a short distance I am here obliged to rely wholly on Mr. 
Sibson, who at p. 551 says "The gravel of the road is again 
" found near a gate in the hedge of the second field beyond 
" Gadbury Fold. The road appears to cross Lover's Lane, a 
" little below the orchard, at Four Lane Ends in Atherton. The 
" road is again visible where it crosses an old lane called Small 
" Brook Lane, a little below the New Barn. The line .... is 
" again discovered by the stones and gravel in the bank in the 
" Brook Meadow, where the road has sloped down to the brook 
"near Dangerous Corner; and the hollow track of the road is 
" very visible where it has sloped up the hill, from the brook to 
" the public house at Dangerous Corner. The Roman road 
" crosses the present highway at Dangerous Corner, and the 
" gravel and stones of the road are very visible near the hedge
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" on the north side of the highway. Old Thomas Bushell, of 
" Moss House, near Amberswood Common, was told in 1796 by 
" Anthony Hodgkinson, who was then seventy years of age and 
" lived at Caer Common, that the gravel and stones of the Roman 
" road were very visible, in his time, in the south-west corner of 
" the field where the road to Caer Common branches off from 
" the present highway ; and Anthony Hodgkinson said that this 
" old road went over Amberswood Common to Wigan, and that 
" in old times it was the highway road from Manchester to Wigan 
" and Preston. The name of Caer Common shews that there 
" has been a fort here, on the line of the Roman road."

In spite of the name, I doubt whether any fort has ever existed 
at Caer Common. There is no trace of it either above or below 
ground, and no discoveries are recorded. The road is here on 
the north side of the modern road from Atherton to Hindley ; 
but a little further on, at the Swan Inn, it crosses the modern 
road, being there on the south side of it. When prosecuting the 
Ordnance Survey, Mr. Still found the garden of the Swan Inn 
being trenched, and on examination discovered the road quite 
perfect in the trenches, buried at a depth of twenty inches 
below the surface. Beyond the " Swan," the gravel and the 
stones of the road are traceable in some waste ground for a con 
siderable distance, keeping almost parallel with the modern road. 
A portion of the latter, called Rotten Row, bears more to the 
north-west, whilst the Roman road pursues a straight line towards 
Wigan, the two roads not again touching each other until they 
arrive at that town. In almost every field in succession, for some 
distance, the gravel of the road is now found, in some the ridge 
faintly remains. Mr. Still plainly traced it here. In a lane near 
Hindley Parsonage it was found to be formed of a thick layer of 
round stones and gravel. About 1831, the Rev. E. Hill, M.A., 
incumbent of Hindley, found it in a meadow on the south side 
of the parsonage, two feet below the surface, and composed of 
stones and gravel. Here again, in several fields, Mr. Still and 
Mr. Richardson, of Ashton-in-Makerfield, traced it, in some 
places two feet below the surface, until it comes to a place called
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" Lord Street," and just beyond is crossed by a lane called 
" Stony Lane.'' Beyond this, in the " Common Close," which is 
the next field to Amberswood Common, the road, by its stones 
and gravel, was lately, and probably still is, very visible.

It was from near this point that the tracing of the whole of the 
road was commenced. Mr. Sibson's account of the discovery of 
the first fragment of it is worth recording. He says "The 
" Roman road having been traced from Warrington, through 
" Ashton-in-Makerfield, to Wigan, and forward to Standish to- 
" wards Preston, it seemed probable that there would be a Roman 
" road from Wigan to Manchester. The name of Lord Street 
" seemed to indicate the direction of this road, and considerable 
" pains were taken to discover some trace of it, in the neighbour- 
" hood of Lord Street. After many fruitless searches and 
" enquiries, this road was distinctly pointed out, in 1831, by old 
"Thomas Bushell, of Moss House. He said that he and his 
" father before him had been Common lookers for Mr. Walmsley, 
" of Westwood, and that both of them had frequently cut turf 
" on the line of this old road, which runs directly over Ambers- 
" wood Common towards Wigan. He said that within his own 
"recollection it had been much more visible than it is at present, 
" and that much of the ridge and gravel of the road had been 
" cut away. The line of the Roman road is, however, very 
" visible over Amberswood Common. In many places it is four- 
" teen yards in breadth,* the ridge of the road is broad and 
" round, the grass on the line of it is of a paler green, and> 
" wherever it is cut into, the bright gravel of it is found in abun- 
" dance. At the north end of the Common, near Common 
" Nook, the high ridge of the road and its thick coat of gravel 
" are very prominent."

Common Nook is about a mile and a half from Wigan. Near 
this, the road crosses the Springs Branch Railway. Ralph 
Thicknesse, Esq., jun., of Beech Hill, near Wigan, traced the 
road from Common Nook into the town. It was found by its 
gravel and stones in the ditch of a field beyond Amberswood

* It is a yard in thickness at Common Nook.
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Common, and in two of the coal-pit fields at Ince. Crossing 
Ince Lane, it crossed the Leeds and Liverpool canal near the 
second footbridge, on the west side of the stone bridge, its ridge 
being very visible in the field on the north side of the canal. On 
the north side of the Scholes Brook, its stones were found in a 
drain, in a field near the old foundry. Its ridge was plainly seen 
as it ascended the brow on the south side of the " Brick Barn 
" House" in the Scholes, and its gravel was visible in the gardens 
in the Scholes, on the west side of the road from the Scholes to 
Plat Bridge. Its direction, when last traceable here, would bring 
it across the Douglas, near the bridge at the bottom of Mill Gate, 
where it would be pointing directly to the summit of the hill on 
which the central purt of Wigan (including the Market place and 
Church) stands.

Such was the Roman road connecting Wigan with Manchester; 
a fine paved causeway, averaging thirteen yards in width. It is 
because of its vast importance to Britanno-Roman Archaeology 
that I have so minutely described it. Leave this road unnoticed, 
and we are as far off a solution of the Tenth Iter of Antonine as 
ever with it, all is plain. Yet the knowledge of its existence is 
only.fifty years old. Camden, Gale, and Horsley were completely 
ignorant of it. Whitaker knew it only as far as Worsley, and 
assumed it went to Blackrode. To Mr. Sibson the credit of 
tracing it fully is justly due. And even since its discovery, no 
one writer on the Tenth Iter (so far as I know) has recognised 
this road as part of it. The road from Wigan to Warrlngton, or 
from Ribchester to Manchester (direct) has invariably been 
chosen. My paper of 1870, on the Tenth Iter, was, I presume, 
the first time that this road ever figured in an archaeological 
publication as part of it.

Of the roads which branched from this one, the first to be 
considered is that which led through Blackrode. Where it left 
the main road has not, as I before said, been ascertained, but if 
produced in a straight line from where the last traces of it 
have been found, it would apparently leave the Wigan road some- 
wheie near Heath Lane or Chorlton Fold. The first trace we
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have of it is at " Stanney Street," about 2^ miles W.N.W. of 
Swinton. It passes thence to " Street Gate," near Peel, and at 
Little Hulton, between these places, it was laid bare a few years 
ago, when the railway was being cut, and found to be only about 
10 feet wide and paved. At various places between this point 
and " Lane Ends," some ai miles further to the N.W., it has 
been traced by slight remains, as marked on the Ordnance map, 
and proceeds thence almost on the line of the present road 
(which is in some places upon it), through Over Hulton, Chequer- 
bent, by Streddle Gate, West Houghton railway station, to 
Wingates. It has been found just beyond this, on the N.E. side 
of the modern road, keeping parallel with it, and falling into the 
course of Highgate Lane, from which it points to the " Castle 
"Croft" at Blackrode. Close to Blackrode, Whitaker (p. 156) 
says, that " here it was discovered about sixteen years ago," (i.e. 
circa 1757,) "parallel with the present road, and at a little dis- 
" tance from it, lying a foot below the surface, covered with a 
" strong crop of furzes and briars, and three yards in breadth, 
" and eight or nine in length." And (p. 157) he says, " the small 
" piece of it which was laid open by the spade at Blackrode 
" appeared to be a regular pavement, firmly jointed together, and 
" composed of heavy stones." Whitaker places a Roman station 
(which he calls Cocciwii) at Blackrode, but at the same time 
admits that the " Castle Croft," where he says he saw traces of 
ditches, is only half an acre in extent. No Roman remains 
have been found here, though there may possibly have been 
a srnall exploratory post.

Mr. Sibson (Baines' Hist, of Lancashire, ist edit., vol. iii., 
p. 586), says "It appears probable that this narrow road has 
" run forward from Blackrode by Street Fold and Water Street, 
" near Rivington, and by White Hough in Tockholes, to the 
" small Roman station at Blackburn, near the new road to 
" Preston," (i.e. the camp at Mellor.) If the road took this 
course, it would no doubt keep on till it fell into the track, a mile 
and a half further on, of the Roman road from Manchester to 
Ribchester, but there are no traces of it in the neighbourhood. 

p
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At Street Fold it would inevitably have been cut into and removed 
by the Rivington reservoir of the Liverpool Waterworks, before 
reaching which there is a place called " Windy Harbour" (a sure 
sign of a Roman road). It is true that there are traces on Angle- 
zark Moor of a small road like this, pointing in the direction 
named, but they are fragmentary and cannot be traced further, 
whilst a little to the west of Anglezark, near Brinscall and its 
neighbourhood, by the names of " Causeway House," " Windy 
" Harbour" (a second time), " Low Arbour," &c., we have again 
evidences of a now invisible course of a road, which I think 
communicates through " Pippin Street" with the road from Wigan 
to Walton and Ribchester.

The other road, branching from the Wigan road at Gorton 
Bridge, has apparently gone through " Camp Field," near Little 
Bolton, by or through the northern portion of Trafford Park to 
the " Street" in Barton,- thence by " Street Fields," in a S.W. 
direction, by Irlam, Cadishead, and near Statham, to the Roman 
station at Wilderspool. Coins found at Statham attest its route; 
but the immense mosses of Chat Moss, Risley Moss, and Car- 
rington Moss, which I opine are in a great measure, though not 
perhaps entirely, of post-Roman formation, have completely 
obliterated its course. The brazen metope found in Risley Moss, 
and an elegant bronze colander since found in the same, are, I 
think, some evidence as to this ; but of the part of the road 
which is in Cheshire, I hope to treat subsequently.

The second great road from Manchester, which is the con 
tinuation of the Tenth Iter to the south of that town, running to 
Condatc (Kinderton), and Mediolanum (Chesterton), has briefly 
to be mentioned; but its course in Lancashire is a very short 
one, not a trace of it now being visible, from the fact of a 
modern road being formed upon its site. Whitaker (vol. i., 
p. 139), makes it to issue from the east gate of the station, with 
that to Camboduntim, and parting from it at a little distance, 
" winded along the descent to the river, and a little on this side

  An old road found at Barton in 1875 will be described in my Roman Lancashire. 
Some further information as to " Camp Field" will also be given.
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" of the Cornebrook turned on the right, to gain the course which 
" it should originally have moved." It is true that Whitaker had 
opportunities of examining its course which have now passed 
away for ever, as the neighbourhood of the Castle Field was not 
built upon ; but after the experience we have had of his erroneous 
track of the road to Wigan, I think we are fully justified in con 
sidering this another erroneous statement. It was not the habit 
of the Roman road-makers to take longer routes than necessary, 
nor to take them in a directly opposite route from that which 
they were intended eventually to pursue. If the road did not go 
direct from the south gate of the station, which I have no doubt 
whatever it did, it is far more likely that it would issue from the 
west gate than that on the east, the former being more in a 
direction for its intended course. But at Cornbrook, it is certain 
that we are on its track. It seems almost certain that it must 
have been twice cut into by the Bridgewater Canal between 
Cornbrook and the present Blind Asylum, and that between these 
two points, it kept between the canal and the Irwell. It proceeds 
thence by the Botanical Gardens to Stretford, and passing the 
Mersey at Crossford Bridge, enters Cheshire.

Whitaker's account of this portion of the road is as follows 
(pp. 139-40): "Passing from this track " (Cornbrook) "along 
" the track of the present highway, but twisted into angles by the 
" unequal encroachments of the enclosures upon it, it proceeded 
" through the village of Stretford to the bridge over the Mersey. 
" And as no appearances of the Roman workmanship can be 
" expected along the line of the present road, so none are dis- 
" coverable, I believe, on the borders of the adjoining fields. In 
" the unvarying level of those low meadows particularly, which 
" extend from the village to the ford, the least elevation of a road 
" would be immediately perceived. And in the coat of river 
" sand which covers them to a considerable depth, the smallest 
" seam of gravel would as readily be distinguished, But no traces 
" of a ridge appear to the eye above, and no remains of a founda- 
" tion are discovered by the spade below." 

The line of this road appears to have been cut into in 1821, 
p 2



212 Roman Roads of Lancashire.

during some draining operations in Hulme, and three carved stones 
were found amongst its gravel, supposed at the time to be Roman, 
but from the sketch given of one of them, I think it is very 
doubtful whether they were of that period. I should, with Mr. 
Baines, agree in assigning a later date to them. These stones 
were, I believe, lately preserved in the grounds of Peel Park, 
Salford. (Vide Ge?it. Mag., 1821, and Baines' Hist, of Lancashire, 
vol. ii., p. 155, edit. 1836.)

The next road to be noticed is that from Manchester to 
Cambodttnum (Slack near Huddersfield). It has been described 
by several authors, amongst them Whitaker, Mr. Just, and Mr. 
Butterworth, in his History of Oldham. In the limits of this 
paper I can only give a resume of the accounts we have of its 
course. Whitaker traced it from the east gate of Mancunium, 
where it left the station, and close to which it was cut down from 
"the surface to the base in 1765 ; and the materials of it lay 
" plainly distinguished from the natural level of the ground, by the 
" melted bricks and broken millstones which were found incor- 
" porated with them. It appeared to be constructed with a strong 
" gravel, mingled with large boulders and fragments of rock. 
" And the whole was about fourteen yards in breadth, and one 
" and a half in depth." Whitaker then traces its course over ground 
now built upon, across the Infirmary Lane to Ardwick, Stanley 
Barn, and over four fields into Ancoats Lane ; but he says  
" And in all this course, so contiguous to the growing town, the 
" trace of it is wholly obliterated, though the subsequent remains 
" sufficiently point out the line of it."

Mr. Just also traced it in this neighbourhood about 1848 ; for 
he says " At a point close to Manchester, near the Rochdale 
" canal and the line of the Manchester and Leeds railway, the 
first indications of the road were seen."

Whitaker traces it in this neighbourhood for some distance 
after crossing Ancoats Lane, by Shooter's Brook and Butler's 
Lane, the ridge being visible all the way, in one place sixteen or 
seventeen yards in width, and having a depth of gravel of three- 
quarters of a yard, with a quarter of a. yard of marl above. It is
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needless to say that almost all trace of it (if not all) is now obli 
terated here, owing to the extension of Manchester. Whitaker 
again traced it on to Newton Heath, where 150 yards of its 
ridge was visible. Mr. Just also traced it here, and so did the 
writer as late as 1857, the first remains he saw of it being near 
Cheetham Fold. Mr. Just says the Church of Newton Heath 
stands upon it, (I presume he means partially, for the modern 
road is evidently at this point upon the ancient one, as may be 
proved by the straitness of the course.) Mr. Just says that he 
found traces most of the way between Newton Heath and Fails- 
worth. In 1857 I failed to find them. If the road continued 
straight (as most probably it did), I should think that for a short 
distance the canal must be upon its site.

At Failsworth the road re-appears, a morass having been the 
cause of its preservation. It bears here the name of " Street," 
or " Street Lane," and in Whitaker's time its remains were very 
imposing for upwards of a mile. The subsidence of the moss, 
on each side of it, left the road rising considerably above the level 
of the surrounding ground, the ridge in no place being less than 
a yard and a half in height and for seventy yards it was six 
yards in height. Nothing but the gravel could be found by 
Whitaker, so the paving must have been removed. Mr. Butter- 
worth says of this portion of it " At the eastern extremity of 
" the township of Failsworth, the Roman road reaches the edge 
" of a morass, and immediately presents a ridge to the eye, 
" bearing the name of Street." This portion is used as a 
lane, and other portions are still visible in the fields beyond. 
Whitaker, and after him Butterworth (who quotes Whitaker's 
words) says  " Approaching the common of Hollinwood, and the 
" lane turning away on the right and left, it deserts the latter and 
" re-enters the fields, sweeping across Wulfenden's meadow, where 
" it is frequently found ascending the little elevation of Barnfield, 
" where it is just visible, and appearing in a plain green ridge 
"along the rushy level of Moss Grave. And going through 
" Mr. Kershaw's kitchen, croft, and fold, and over Mr. Bent's 
" Gatefield, it proceeds to Glodwick, where it has been found by"
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" the plough in one part, and is visible to the eye, for a great 
"number of yards together, in another." In 1857, I detected 
here and there slight remains of it in this course, as far as the 
Gatefield ; but before it reaches Glodwick there is a fragment of 
it, overlooked, apparently, by both Whitaker and Butterworth, 
called " Honey Well Lane." Some two years ago, when applied 
to by the officers of the Ordnance Survey, I gave the opinion that 
this lane, from its formation and course, was a part of the road, 
and I believe it has since been adopted by them. This fragment 
is nearly half a mile in length. I found only slight traces between 
this lane and Glodwick. Whitaker and Butterworth trace its 
course beyond this to the Yorkshire border, the latter saying  
" The Roman road after leaving Glodwick is seen again at the 
"descent of the hill, and in the grounds Well'i'hole. It leaves 
" Hey Chapel a little to the south, goes up the hill to Auster- 
" lands," (where it enters Yorkshire,) and so on to Slack."

Since Butterworth wrote this, there have been many changes 
made in the surface of the ground in this neighbourhood, 
especially in 1826. In 1857, however, I could faintly trace the 
road to Austerlands, and from thence to Doctor Head, where it 
must have crossed a road called the " Stayley Street," coming 
from the south, probably from " Melandra Castle," though the 
junction is not visible. Neither Whitaker nor Butterworth notice 
this. Slack, the destination of this road, and where the remains 
of a station exist, is the Cambodnnum of Antonine, and the road 
itself forms part of the second Iter of that author.

Another road leading from Manchester was that to Ribchester 
direct. Though much more visible in the time of Whitaker than 
in 1842, when Mr. Just wrote upon it, it is doubtful if the former 
is correct when he says (p. 167) that it "issued from the station 
" about forty-eight yards from the north-eastern angle of it, and 
" must have passed the large hollow of the northern ditch by a 
" bridge." Whitaker then says it was found in two adjoining 
gardens, that it was a ridge five yards wide, " bordered with 
" squarish stones at the sides, and raised into a convexity of half 
«' a yard above the ground." He traced it across " Camp Field,"
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by Quay Street, to Hunt's Bank. It undoubtedly went to the 
latter place (now the site of the Victoria Station, Manchester.) 
Mr. Just's account, vol. vii. Trans. of Manchester Lit. and Phil. 
Sac. (2nd series, p. 3), is now the most to be relied upon. This 
gentleman traced the road from Hunt's Bank, through Strange- 
ways (corresponding with the modern road), past Strangeways 
Hall, being visible in a field just beyond (this fragment the writer 
saw as late as 1851) past "Roman Road Terrace," so named 
from the houses standing upon it, keeping on the right of the 
present road, crossing the latter a little beyond Broughton lane. 
It twice crosses the Bury Road in this neighbourhood, and runs 
on towards Prestwich, and traces of it were lately visible near the 
Old Hall at Pilkington. It is again visible at Higher Lane, Park 
Gate, past Stand Church, and keeping in the modern road 
through the "Dales" plantation, through the fields to the 
north, descends to the bank of the river Irwell, crossing it a 
little below its junction with the Roach, and immediately in front 
of Radcliffe ; passing through the grounds of Radcliffe Tower, 
about 150 yards to the left of that building ; passing under the 
lodges and also the main building of Jas. Hutchinson and Sons' 
print works. It then crosses both the railway and canal, and, 
lost for a short distance, is slightly traceable at the Caw Brook, 
beyond which a small fragment, almost entire, was lately remain 
ing ; by its line of gravel, it is traceable thence to Spen Moor. 
At this place, it is found beneath the soil by the farmer, being 
composed of hard gravel, seven or eight yards broad, half a yard 
in thickness, and about a foot beneath the surface. Here also 
there is a fragment nearly entire, with the exception of the pave 
ment. Passing " Joseph Street," which takes its name from it, it 
is visible at a place called " Starling" by its line of gravel, on to 
" Blackburn Street," where it forms part of the present road, and 
the boundary between the parishes of Bury and Radcliffe. Passing 
on the right of Cockey Moor, through a garden, under a cottage, 
and a meadow beyond, it is visible where it crosses a brook by 
the Lower Croft print works, and at the lodge of the same place.
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It then passes through a field, and reaches the fold of Meadow 
Croft, being again slightly visible.

Of this part of the road, Mr. Just relates the following 
anecdote : " The first time I traced out the remains of the 
" Roman road near Meadow Croft, a young man, seeing me with 
" a book in my hand, into which I inserted remarks with a pencil 
" as I went along, followed me and the gentleman who accom- 
"panied me, and after ascertaining that we were neither surveying 
" for a railroad line nor for levying any rate, but merely for a road 
" that had been, he told us ' Then owd felly's reet, for he used 

' " ' to say ot Pack Horses com throo't fowt formerly.' And who 
" is the old man ? we enquired. ' Whoy, he's me feyther, an' it 
" ' wur his feyther, that's my gronfeyther, ot towd him horses com 
" ' atween Blackburn and Manchester.' And during the last 
" fortnight, I was informed by an old man at Meadow Croft, that 
" in the time of his father, many portions of the agger of the 
" Roman road were carted away, the stones for draining the 
" meadow below near the brook, and the gravel to the road which 
" passes the premises. .... To repeated questions, what was 
" the name of the road? . : I was answered, ' Wadling Street, 
" ' it's coen Street, fur it wur paved formerly.' "

After leaving Meadow Croft, it is visible through the fields, till 
on high ground it reaches Heyt's Barn, about 40 yards beyond 
being again visible as a large agger, which ultimately falls in 
with the road still called " Watling Street," passing through 
Offyside. " Watling Street" keeps a straight line for nearly two 
miles to the " Bull's Head" inn. Here the Roman road deviates 
slightly to the right, preserving its straight line, and is visible 
(though slightly) through a succession of fields in some places 
fences being set upon it. Its track is then lost, until after passing 
the stone quarries at Edgeworth, where its track is again visible in 
the fields. Disappearing again, through the effects of cultivation, 
&c., it next becomes visible at " Round Barn," a little beyond 
which it falls into the track of the present highway, and continues 
straight up the hill of Blacksnape, on the summit of which it is
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slightly on the left of the highway, many of the houses in the 
village standing upon it. On descending the hill, it is only visible 
by the line of gravel in the fields, but at Ellison Fold is slightly 
traceable ; thence through the fields, by the white gravel line, to 
Harwood Fold, on the right of the highway. A little beyond 
this, a footpath and fence run along upon it until near Davy Field, 
in the farmyard and garden of which were recently very consider 
able remains of it. At this place it again becomes the line of the 
modern road, which is formed upon it, and its pavement of large 
stones, also the gravel, are beneath the smaller broken stones of 
the modern highway. With slight exceptions, the modern road 
keeps upon it until Lower Darwen is reached ; but the ford across 
the Darwen is a little to the right of the newer road. It is, or 
lately was, visible close to the houses in Lower Darwen, which it 
passes through. It keeps a little to the right of the modern road 
from this point through the fields, in some places a slight ridge 
being visible, in others only the line of gravel. It passes, though 
obliterated upon the surface, through Grimshaw Park and into 
Blackburn, where Mr. Just found it visible forty years ago, about 
forty yards to the east of St. John's Church. The extension of 
Blackburn has much obliterated it to the N.W. of this point. 
Mr. Just found it visible again, however, by a " slightly elevated 
" white ridge in the third cr fourth field from the town, and then 
" as a bold ridge as it approaches Revidge." He then traced it 
across Revidge Lane, several fields, &c., in one being almost 
perfect, crossing the same lane again to Buggart's Barn, but he 
found no traces there. By a belt of gravel in the fields beyond 
this, and by sections of the road visible in the drains, Mr. Just, 
1842, and the writer in 1878, again traced the road. It then 
crosses a lane to the farm house of Higher Waves, where it is 
very visible ; through other fields, where its gravel line and the 
drains again shew its course; past Lower Waves through the fields 
up to Ramsgreave. It here reaches the summit of the ridge, 
along which runs the modern road from Mellor to Wilpshire rail- 
.way station, which it crosses. The road here comes within sight 
of the Kibble, and nearly a mile further along the ridge to the
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west is the small intrenchment at Mellor. After crossing this 
modern road, the Roman way is used for nearly half a mile as an 
occupation road to Cuncliffe Moss, in which again I could trace 
portions of it twelve yards wide. It runs thence to a place called 
Midge Hole, its track still being in most places quite plain here 
a small fragment is still used as a road. It appears again at 
another " Harwood Fold," and is traceable through the fields to 
the road leading to Whalley. It crosses this about 300 yards east 
of the " Royal Oak " inn, and soon after coincides with the road 
to a place called Stubby Head, which stands upon it. Beyond 
this I found another fragment of it, with the side stones still in 
situ, though grass-grown. This is, perhaps, what Mr. Just calls 
" a deserted lane, which has a causeway in the middle." It is 
again traceable in the fields, and as a short fragment of road. 
After this, its line of gravel appears through three or four fields 
in succession, to the bank of the Ribble, crossing the river fully 
a quarter of a mile to the east of Ribchester that station being 
on the opposite bank.

From the remarkable absence of paving stones (except in one 
or two places) I think it evident that this road was not made until 
a considerably later period than that from Manchester to Rib 
chester rid Wigan and Walton, and the object seems to have 
been to connect the stations by a more direct route. It is certainly 
not one of the roads embraced in the Antonine Itinerary.

Manchester was also connected with Buxton, the Aquae of 
Ravennas, by a Roman road which passed through Stockport, 
beyond which town traces of it occur, though on this side the 
modern road runs for the greatest part of the distance upon its 
site. Whitaker tells us, but whether correctly or not it is difficult 
to say, that it left Mancunium at the east gate, took a direction 
first for Garret Lane, then another for the Medlock, and a third 
for the Cornebrook. Personally I am more than sceptical as to 
the truth of this, as it is a violation of all the rules of Roman 
road-making. He takes it through Gathernes Field, by Galley 
Banks into Garret Lane, and says " This was the course of a 
" public road, even within the present century, and therefore no
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" appearances of the Roman construction can be expected along 
" it. And, having now obtained a proper line for the ford over 
" the Medlock, it made a considerable angle, winded along the 
" descent to Garret Hall, left Garret Bridge immediately on the 
" right, and passed along the bank of the river to the Old Ford 
" over it. So the passage across this point of the Medlock is still 
" denominated. And the track continues in some measure, and 
" for part of its course, a public way to the present moment. It 
"then deserted the lane, entered the left hand fields, reached 
" Cornebrook and the present road at the bridge, and fell into the 
" commencing line of Longsight. And the whole range of the 
" present way to Stockport, from this point to the Mersey, is 
" popularly denominated High Street, and thereby sufficiently 
" bespeaks itself to be Roman. But the first half mile of it 
" being remarkably direct, has obtained the significative appella- 
" tion of Longsight. Thus passing along the present highway, 
" the road crossed the Mersey at the ford, which, from the steap, 
" stop, or steep upon either side of it, received the appellation 
" of Stopford among the Saxons, and was about two hundred 
" yards above the present bridge of Stockport, and about sixty 
" below the union of the Mersey and the Tame. It then mounted 
" the brow of the Castle Hill to the market place, and traversed 
"the site of the town to Buxton."

Of the course of this road, from the point where it crosses the 
Cornebrook to Stockport, there can be no doubt, and the name 
" High Street" sufficiently evinces its origin ; but that it ran 
straight from Mancimiitm to the brook, I feel equally certain of. 
It would be well to watch narrowly excavations in any of the 
streets pointing in this direction, in order to determine the point.

There can, I think, be little doubt but that Manchester was 
also connected by a direct road with the Roman station at 
Melandra Castle. Of such road I have occasionally thought I 
have found traces, but until I can speak with more certainty, I 
forbear to enter into the question.

Through the courtesy of Mr. C. T. Gatty, I am enabled to add
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particulars of some further Roman remains discovered at the 
stations (previously described) of Lancaster and Manchester, now 
preserved in the Mayer Museum.

Those at Lancaster comprise, in the first place, a vase of red- 
coloured pottery, eight inches high and five and a half inches in 
diameter, the front of which represents a human face. The nose 
is very prominent, the eyes are inlaid, the pupils being painted 
white. The hair on the face is delineated by roughly-incised 
lines, and at the back of the vase is a handle. It is delineated 
in the annexed woodcut.

Roman Vase found at Lancaster.

Roman vases, bearing a human face on the front, have been 
discovered at Lincoln, Burgh Castle, Chester-le-Street, Col 
chester, &c. ; but the shape of the vessel has been very different, 
the face occupying only a portion of the front, whilst in the 
Lancaster example it occupies the whole.

A Roman lamp of red pottery is amongst the collection ; it 
appears to bear the maker's name on the bottom in relief, but so

I



Roman Roads of Lancashire. 221

indistinctly stamped that it is illegible. A large number of frag 
ments of embossed " Samian" ware also occur. They bear 
similar devices to other vessels of this ware found in England  
figures of deities, soldiers, &c., and various kinds of animals  
lions, hares, &c., also different sorts of birds. A portion 
of them bear the potter's names, amongst which are the 
following, all well known from having been found at other Roman 
stations, ATTICI . M., (AL)BINI . M., (B)ORILLI . M., CATVLI . . .,
OF.COELI., DIVICATVS., OFF . GER., QVINTILIANI . M., SEXTI . 0-,

SEDATI . M., and another impressed in a reverse manner, but 
rather indistinct, which is probably RVCCVS, a name found on 
Roman pottery in London.

Besides these are several portions of mortaria, in light-coloured 
pottery. One of them bears the letters TEFACI, no doubt part of 
the word which on another example occurs in full, ATEPACI. A 
third is stamped DE*A . OFF . c. We have examples of a stamp 
DEVAI on mortaria found in London, Castor (Northants.), and 
elsewhere; probably this is an imperfect example. The asterisk 
marks a missing letter. There are also fragments of a number 
of glass vessels, of an olive green colour, and a bone comb, 
similar to those found in the Danish " kitchen middens." All 
these articles were brought to light during the excavations in and 
about Lancaster railway station, in the year 1850.

The objects from Manchester, found during the excavations 
made in 1849 in the Castle Field, during the construction of the 
railway to Altrincham, are somewhat different. Though there is 
a quantity of'figured Samian ware, only one fragment bears a 
potter's name, which is that of IVCVN., a well-known mark

(Jucundus). There 
are a number of 
fragments of dark 
grey Roman pot 
tery, but all un 
stamped. The most 
interesting article is 

a fine silver fibula or brooch, of which an engraving is annexed.

Roman Fibula found at Manchester.



222 Roman Roads of Lancashire.

It is of a well-known type. Several fragments of iron implements 
also occur. There are eight silver coins (denarii) of Vespasian, 
Domitian, Nerva, Trajan, and Antoninus Pius, also ten brass 
coins, of a common type, in addition to which a silver penny of 
Canute, and an early Continental coin were found.

Though not Roman, this seems a fitting place to introduce a 
representation of a most interesting and beautiful bronze boss, of 
either Irish, Danish, or Scandinavian work, found at Ribchester. 
It is accordingly engraved.

Bronze Boss found at Ribchester.


