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(Read April ist, 1880.)

I N the session of 1878 I exhibited before this Society a MS. 
volume containing, besides other interesting matter, historical 

records of current events in Scotland during the rebellion of 
1715, and an account of the curriculum and criticisms of the 
professors at Glasgow University, in a period of which (as I am 
assured by Professor Veitch) the Collegiate records are extremely 
meagre.

This information is unpublished, and I hope to contribute 
during a future session a paper founded on the contents of the 
volume. As an introduction to this, it seems appropriate that I 
should first give some account of the transcriber, the Rev. Peter 
Walkden,'a Presbyterian minister, to whose industrious pen we 
owe many interesting illustrations of the rural life of his period 
in North Lancashire.

Some years ago Mr. William Dobson, of Preston, published 
extracts from two small vols. of Mr. Walkden's MS. diaries, that 
had been discovered in the rubbish heap of a cottage in the 
forest of Bowland. I shall have occasion to make use of the 
records in the diaries to illustrate my paper, but the biographical 
appendix of Mr. Dobson is so inaccurate, that it is desirable it 
should be supplemented with authentic information collected 
from MSS. to which he had not access.

Peter Walkden was born in the vicinity of Manchester,
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October i6th, 1684; he appears to have been one of a large 
family, several of whom settled in the vicinity of their birthplace, 
and were in comfortable, if not affluent, circumstances. He 
seems to have attended a village school till 1706, when he was 
removed to " ye famous school of Manchester," where he studied 
under the Rev. James Cunningham till 1709, in which year, on 
the ist of May, he entered on his first cure in the Presbyterian 
ministry, at Garsdale, Yorkshire, where he was stationed till the 
close of 1711.

He was twice married, and brought up a family of eight 
children. His first wife was buried inside his own chapel at 
Hesketh Lane; and his second wife's maiden name appears to 
have been Wood worth.

From Garsdale he removed to a farm in the hamlet of Thornley, 
near Chipping, in which neighbourhood he remained for sixteen 
years; and it is to this period of his life we owe the diary that 
gives us a microscopical insight of the life and labours of a pious 
country clergyman,

" Whose hum'rous vein, strong sense, and simple style, 
" May teach the gayest, make the gravest smile."

George Dawson, in his lecture on " Old Books," speaking of 
the chit-chat of ages ago, says " Contemporary gossip is con- 
" temptible ; the gossip of two hundred years ago is charming. 
" The fly when it has got into the amber is worth its weight in 
" gold ; but the fly before it gets into the amber is a pestilence 
" and a nuisance." And this is only half the truth. Not only 
do such diaries as the one we are dealing with afford piquant 
entertainment to the casual reader, but they are some of the 
most interesting byepaths of history, in which the student may 
gather illustrations of the social life and manners of auld lang 
syne. Though separated from us by the distance of worlds, the 
men of past ages seem, in the witching phantasy conjured by 
their own quaint records, to again live and move and have their 
being.

It must not be inferred that such poverty and laborious hard 
ships as I shall relate were peculiar to the nonconformist clergy
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of that period. The record of the life of Mr. Walkden's con 
temporary, the Rev. Robert Walker of Seathwaite, known as 
" Wonderful Walker," (a MS. sermon by whom I have exhibited 
to this Society,) is sufficient proof that the rural ministers of all 
denominations in the ill-endowed districts of Lancashire were 
only able to provide the commonest necessaries of life by con 
tinuous manual labour. That the ministerial stipend of a vicar 
of the established Church should have been " ^5 a-year and a 
" house," may seem incredible ; but it is nevertheless true that it 
was the value of "Wonderful Walker's" first cure; and that he 
was obliged to eke out a scanty subsistence by hiring himself out 
to his parishioners as an agricultural labourer.

Let us first take a preparatory survey of the physical aspect of 
the district in which the diarist lived, and the mode of life of its 
inhabitants.

Watered by the Hodder and its tributary streams, and enclosed 
on three sides by Longridge and the fells that separate Lancashire 
from Yorkshire, the hilly country around Chipping is still unin- 
vaded by railways, and lies away from the frequented highways 
which were then the commercial arteries of the country, whereon 
strings of pack-horses carried the goods traffic. Even these were, 
as an unfortunate tourist of the period observed, " infernal roads," 
composed of a very narrow " causeway,""1 flanked on each side 
by boggy greensward, whereon most of the few carriages that 
traversed -them stuck fast when passing any vehicle that had 
possession of the paved road. Burns, writing about this time, 
gives us a ludicrous conception of

"    the narrow causey of a street, 
" Whaur twa wheelbarrows tremble when they meet."

The intersecting roads were mainly green lanes. One of the 
best in the district was the old Roman road over Longridge, 
known as Stoneygate Lane, by reason of its superior foundation. 
Along these, vehicular travelling was in wet weather impossible; 
indeed there were then few carts produce being mostly conveyed

* Causeway, the paved portion of road, generally about sft. wide.
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on a kind of sledge called a " coupe ;"* and only the wealthiest 
kept coaches. As a consequence the district in which our diarist 
lived was practically isolated ; " far from the madding crowd's 
" ignoble strife," its inhabitants heard little of the political 
intrigues and Jacobite insurrections of the time. Nor were the 
nearest large towns much better off for news. It is stated in the 
diary that during more than a week one day's papers only arrived 
in Preston. The postal arrangements were loose and irregular, 
letters were frequently lost in transit, or so delayed as to defy 
calculation of delivery.

The land was undrained and the larger part uncultivated, being 
unenclosed moor and morass, whilst in winter the low lands were 
mostly flooded. One of the diarist's horses sank in a bog on 
his own farm, and on being raised went down again, " the bog 
" was so soft," until finally got out by placing bundles of straw 
under it. As a consequence of the want of drainage and neglect 
of sanitary arrangements, we have frequent records of the ravages 
of such epidemics as fevers and agues, whilst diseases were 
aggravated by extraordinary ignorance of dietary rules. Thus we 
find a Samaritan of the period gave away portions of a distempered 
cow amongst the poor. One man who " fetched a quarter of her, 
" as also the head and nombles,' 1 )- swelled in the eyes and throat 
and then died, and all who partook of it were purged and 
disordered.

The isolation of this district accounts for some of the primitive 
wants and ways of its inhabitants. The current of currency did 
not flow in this direction; it was almost impossible to obtain 
change for a gold coin, and difficult to get it for a shilling ; even 
want of " brass " or copper coin is frequently recorded in the 
diary. The financial equipoise of the little community seems to 
have been maintained by a system of deferred payments ; stock 
and produce were bartered amongst themselves, or sold to the 
" badger,"! on the " give day "^ principle, the appointed pay day 
being usually some saint day or festival of the Church. Even the

* Coupe, a kind of agricultural sledge. + Nombles, the entrails, 
t The Badger The local agricultural broker. § Give day Give credit to a specified day.
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barter of labour, "help for help again," was a very ordinary 
custom, and when a difference arose on the subject, it was some 
times settled by measurement. Thus the diarist writes, " we 
" concluded to get John Dickenson to measure our ground we 
" had plowed mean."* Goods of all kinds were conveyed by 
means of pack-saddled horses, market stuff being so taken to 
Preston and Lancaster, and even coals brought from Enfield. 
Mr. Walkden hired out his horses for so "leading"! single and 
double loads, the charge for the former being sixpence per day. 
Beef was sometimes sold by the foot, and spirits by aliquot parts 
of the famous " Black Jack."! We find frequently in the diary 
such items as " a foot of his cow in beef," and " I had half a 
" jack of spirits, i l/4A." The builder's notions did not soar above 
his neighbours. Houses, like stacks, were commonly thatched 
or roofed with turf and sods, and the diarist himself got an old 
churn fixed on his house for a chimney, Indeed the trades were 
considerably mixed. " Jack of all trades" was master of the 
situation : for we find the same men acting as tailors, barbers, 
ditchers, and delvers, though the barbering department was 
perhaps the most profitable. It was the age of wigs and perukes, 
and the man with a quick growing head of hair possessed a small 
fortune; indeed, compared with the prices then ruling for 
produce, red-haired people reaped, in more senses than one, 
golden crops. As an instance, fresh butter, now selling at over 
2s. per lb., was then 3^d.; but we read " Brother^ Miller selling 
" his hair to John Shankland for 55. and a cravat. I stayed 
" while the hair was cut off." The village cross was the authorised 
place for making proclamations, and selling strangers' goods. 
We read that a travelling Scot,|| stricken with mortal illness by

* Plowed mean One farmer's ploughing on his neighbour's farm, bartered for the other's 
on his own.

t Leading A term originally applied to pack-saddle loads, now to most kinds of agricul 
tural carting.

t The Black Jack A leathern jug, the name probably derived from its similarity to a jack 
Injot, usually hung up in couples " Jack and Gill," that furnished the idea of the old 
nursery rhyme. There is also the old Oxford song  

" Each took a smack of the cold black jack."
S Brother One of his Church '* brethren " only. 
I Travelling Scot A pedlar, " the Scotchman."
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the road side, was taken into an adjacent cottage, where, " in the 
" sight of several witnesses," his money was counted, and the 
contents of his "budget"* inventoried. Though wishful to be 
moved to a lodging house he knew further on, he, with grim 
puritanical fervour, declined assistance on " the Lord's day," as 
he did the suggested services of " priest or vicar," because he 
was a presbyterian. He died next day, and the overseer and 
constable, who seem to have been the vicar's officers, " prized "t 
his personalities, procured him a handsome coffin, " fetched the 
" rallies,"! and buried him in Mitton churchyard. The school 
master "clarked"§ whilst the constable sold his goods at the 
cross, discharged the house! where he died, and the other funeral 
expenses, out of the proceeds of the sale, and then presented his 
accounts and the balance to the relatives.

During Mr. Walkden's residence in this district, the palatine 
county was the focus for the Jacobite intriguers of the age. 
Party spirit ran riot, and culminated in religious persecution. 
Many of the dissenting chapels were attacked by mobs, and some 
of them destroyed, whilst several of the diarist's early friends 
suffered imprisonment for conscience' sake. His brother and his 
neighbours sent two teams of five horses each probably requisi 
tioned for commissariat purposes to the assistance of the king's 
forces at Preston fight, when the rout of the Pretender's army 
gave the distracted country a short period of repose. It is pro 
bable that the charitable spirit that distinguishes the entries in his 
diary, not a single one having the slightest tinge of sectarian 
bitternesss, and his equable temperament preserved himself and 
his little flock from the dangers that were rife in his immediate 
neighbourhood. Indeed it is evident his own multifarious occu 
pations could leave little leisure for indulgence in political strife. 
We are, however, left to draw this inference, as if he kept a 
diary during this turbulent period, it has not been discovered;

* Budget The pedlar's pack. -f Prized Appraised. 
t The rathes The bier. The loope frames of a hay cart are still called " rathes."

§ Clarked Acted as auction clerk. 
II Discharged the house Paid the lodging-house keeper's account.
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the one which furnishes the material for our paper being for part 
of the interval between the rebellions of '15 and '45.

Mr. Walkden's orthography is frequently vague and unruly. 
The quaint conceits of his diction, redolent of provincialisms, 
piety, precision, and unintended humour, are indicative of the 
narrow border line between the sublime and the ridiculous. There 
were then no recognised rules of language ; the 's he frequently 
omitted altogether, as " James Bradley sale," whilst he used the 
apostrophe after " a," as " 9 a'clock." On one page of his diary 
we find the same name written Rowland, Randle, Ranald, and 
Raynald. His sentences frequently began with " So," as " So 
" being for Lancaster, &c.;" and he ended his reckoning with the 
curiously expressive phrase, " So we are clear from the beginning 
" of the world unto this day." He mixed up his wife in a curious 
hotch-potch " Then I got my boots, and pillion,* and clogs, 
" and mare, and my love;" and was sometimes particularly 
emphatic about the duration of a tavern " parl."t " I stayed 
" while 8d. was spent, and no longer." He always styled Preston 
" proud Preston," an unenviable titular dignity that survives in
the rhyme 

'' Proud Preston, poor people, 
" High Church, and no steeple."

He used the word " admired" in an unique satirical sense; when 
a neighbour let him a farm for "an years," and wanted it back 
in a few months, he " admired " the proposal; and the absolute 
knave, that stickles for speech by the card, will admit he well 
might. To most of his neighbours he gave their distinguishing 
addenda, as " Robert Parker de Raddam Laund,"} " Edward 
" Croasdell o'th' Inkleing Green," &c. This common Lancashire 
practice is ludicrously satirized by Tim Bobbin in such names as 
" Jammy's o' George's o' Peter's ith' Dingles."

The diarist compiled an elaborate index at the end of each 
year's entries, and was in advance of the majority of his country-

* Pillion A cushioned saddle for two.
I Parl A discus&ion ; hence parliament, &c. (Shakesperean.) 

I Laund A cultivated tract surrounded by trees ; a park.

1
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men in his adoption of the new style of calendarial calculation, 
the present apportionment of the year not being generally in 
vogue till 1752 ; he, however, now and then half reverted to the 
old one, marking a date between January ist and March 24th as

Nearly every entry shows the strong religious bias of the 
diarist's mind ; the alpha and omega of each year's entries are, 
with little variation, as follows :   " A diary, Wherein is contained 
" a summary of my daily transactions, or a true account where, 
" in what, and how I spend my time daily ; together with what's 
" said or done remarkable each day either by myself or other 
" with whom I converse. Done to be a mirror to view my life 
" and actions in, that I may know how I walk, and how to 
" humble my soul before God, and when to rejoice in the good- 
" ness of my God." And :   " Thus ended the year in health, 
" peace, and comfort, Lord, forgive the sins of it, and give me 
" grace to begin and spend the new year more to the honour of 
" God, the credit of his cause, the edification of my congregation 
" and family, and the eternal felicity of my own immortal soul, 
" which God of his mercy grant, for my dear Redeemer's 
" sake, to whom, with the Father and Holy Ghost, be praises 
" throughout all ages, world without end. Amen." Even the 
closing entry of the day's transactions is in this strain. " I 
" prayed in my family, and I retired into my lodging room,* and 
" commended my all to God, and lay down beside my love, and 
" slept well, blessed be God."

The diarist lived at that period on a small farm in Thornley, 
a sparsely populated hamlet on the slope of Longridge Fell, three 
miles distant from one of his chapels and five from the other. 
The name of the house, Daub Hall, indicates its structural 
characteristic   brickwork covered with plaster between timber 
framing, or technically a " post and pan" erection, probably 
dating from the Jacobean era. Here he found active employ 
ment in agricultural labour, and hence set out to his pastoral 
duties at the dissenters' chapels at Hesketh Lane near Chipping,

* Lodging room here means his usual bed room.
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and Newton near Slaidburn, in the forest of Bowland about 
eight miles distant from each other on alternate Sundays; to 
occasional services in a preaching-room in the village of Chipping, 
and special celebrations at each at particular times. Both chapels 
are unpretentious stone buildings ; that at Newton, having about 
sixty sittings, bore the date of its erection, 1696, and is the only 
one now used for worship. The Hesketh Lane chapel had accom 
modation for about forty worshippers it stood in an enclosed 
croft, and over the door lintel was rudely carved the year of its 
foundation, 1705, and the text, now quite illegible, " Luke vii, 5, 
" For he loveth our nation, and he hath built us a synagogue." 
The gravestone floor has been boarded over, and it is now used 
as an undenominational school, but its identity with the diarist 
survives in the nomenclature of the spot on the ordnance survey, 
" Walkden's Lane End." Each chapel possessed a small endow 
ment of landed property, and the ministerial stipends were 
augmented by a sort of rate known as " quarterage," paid by the 
worshippers after harvest at Lammas, Michaelmas, Martinmas, 
and Candlemas, probably on account of their poverty ; though 
on what principle it was levied is not apparent. Mr. Walkden 
received a donation of 355. from one London society for the 
assistance of poor clergymen, and £1 from another, through a 
Mr. Gowland of Gray's Inn, besides a gift from the trustees of 
Lord Wharton's charity, from a Mr. Hartley of Hartford, near 
Richmond, Yorkshire. On one occasion he benefited under a 
nuncupative will to the extent of ios., this being "attested and 
" revealed" by one of his own flock testamentary disposition by 
word of mouth being legal till 1837. He received several small 
legacies willed by deceased members of his flock ; perquisites for 
funeral sermons, baptisms, &c.; occasional presents of beef and 
apparel, and the remnants of the " arvell."*

The theological dogma taught in these chapels changed with 
the times. Though not built until after the passing of the Tolera 
tion Act, they sheltered the disciples of the ejected ministers of 
1662 ; and the pulpits were occupied by both Independent and

* Arvell The funeral dinner.

1
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Presbyterian preachers, who after a time succumbed to the grow 
ing influence of the broader or " new light" school of thinkers, 
and gave place to Unitarian pastors.

The congregations dwelt in scattered habitations, many of them 
came long distances to worship, and found the requisite refresh 
ment for themselves and accommodation for their horses at the 
adjacent inns; hence the inevitable justification for Defoe's 
satirical epigram : 

" Where God erects a house of prayer, 
"The Devil builds a chapel there."

The parson himself, who came as I have before said from a 
considerable distance, and put his mare to grass in the chapel 
yard during service, appears to have frequently been a guest at 
Belial's table, seldom missing an opportunity of drinking " a penny 
" pot o' ale" and smoking a pipe, preparatory to commencing his 
ministerial duties, and now and then cooling his parched throat 
after his usual discourse of an hour and a halfs duration.

We have very inadequate information respecting the attendance 
at the chapels; only one entry, and that the record of a wet 
Sunday, gives the number of worshippers as nine; " there were 
" but few" seems to be the reason for this exceptional entry, which 
justifies the inference that this number was much below the 
average. The parson appears to have worn a gown, and the 
order of morning service on Sundays was invariably as follows :  
prayer, selected readings from first the Old and then the New 
Testament, psalmody, prayer again, sermon, private meditation, 
hymn, benediction. Besides the regular Sunday services, which 
sometimes included the Communion office, the catechising of 
children, and baptisms for which latter ceremony the diarist had 
to pay a capitation fee of 6d. per child to the vicar of the parish, 
though as he accounts for only six at one chapel and seven at the 
other during three years, it is tolerably certain that the majority 
of his flock used the parish church for this particular rite, as they 
did the churchyard for most of their interments we have recorded 
prayer days, harvest and other special thanksgivings, as gun 
powder plot, £c., the zeal of the dissenters for the continuance of
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the protestant succession being unquestionable " preparation' 
days for intending communicants, and a service on Christmas 
Day, though it is plain from the context that it was not held as a 
celebration of the nativity of Christ.

The usual routine of the diarist's ministerial duties at these 
places of worship appears to have been varied by an occasional 
exchange of pulpits with neighbouring and sometimes distant 
pastors, the charges of his journeys being borne by his co 
religionists in the districts through which he travelled. Of his 
other pastoral duties we learn that he held " private days"* at his 
own home, and the houses of his flock. These were attended by 
the neighbours, some of them assisting in the spiritual duties. 
One such service was " for the mercy of his son Nathaniel's 
" restoration to 'em, after he had been lost 48 hours on the fell." 
He prayed, to use his own phrase, " for and with" the sick and 
poor, and administered the communion at their houses; held 
thanksgiving services at the houses of those who had recovered 
from sickness ; took part in ordination services at Carnforth, Lan 
caster. Rossendale, and elsewhere; hunted up and admonished 
absentees from chapel ; and always paid in his " briefs" (the col 
lections in response to the begging "briefs" of the bishop of the 
Established Church) through the medium of the officials of the 
chapel at Preston from which I infer, though the Preston con 
gregation was so poor as to necessitate frequent appeals to his 
own flock on their behalf, that it possessed the mother chapel of 
the district.

Mr. Walkden was the peacemaker of the countryside, on one 
occasion settling a dispute between two publicans about a pig; 
and he paid friendly visits to the adjacent clergymen, his landlord 
and other neighbours, and frequently partook of their hospitality. 
From his own scanty means he dispensed alms to the poor neigh 
bours and tramps " his house was known to all the vagrant train," 
it was the roadside hospice where travellers got some refreshment 
and a bed. The term, " lodged with us," which meant one night's 
bed and food, frequently occurs in the diary ; and several entries

* Private Days Home thanksgivings for family mercies.
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exhibit a charitable feeling towards his brethren of the Established 
Church " a wandering straggle-brained clergyman," flying from 
penalties incurred by disregarding Solomon's injunction about 
suretyship, called and got refreshment; and Mr. Holt, " an old 
" itinerant mendicant preacher in the Church of England," 
" lodged " with him.

He conducted funeral services at what he styles the "burying- 
house," viz., the house in which the corpse of a co-religionist lay, sat 
down with the " servitors"* at " the arvell," the remnants of which, 
with a fee for a funeral sermon, he generally received ; though one 
record expresses his disappointment at not being paid for such an 
oration. He followed the corpse from the house to the parish 
church, and stood before the coffin during the second service 
there, and at the grave side. Two entries in Mr. Walkden's diary 
jar on humane feeling, and shew the extremes of the ministerial 
laxity and narrowness of the times. " She died, and was buried 
" at Slaitburnf church, but without any ceremony of priest or 
" clerk, because she died excommunicate;" and again, " the corpse 
" was just at hand, but no curate to read ; however the clerk 
" performed the office, and buried William Jenkinson."

The diarist took a leading part in the family prayers, bible 
readings, and psalmody practice of his own household, and 
frequently spent the greater part of a day in his closet, adjusting 
his money, labour, and loan accounts; writing his sermons, his 
diary, an account of his family and circumstances (which latter 
has not yet been discovered), and studying Matthew Henry's 
Commentary and other theological works.

Mr. Walkden's diary was not intended for the public eye, but 
as he expressly says, to be " the mirror to view his life and 
" actions in ;" therefore, though the passing years may somewhat 
dim the reflex, it is not a less striking picture of his personal 
characteristics because of its transparent truthfulness and sim 
plicity. We see the guide, philosopher, and friend of his flocks, 
braving the elemental fury of a hilly district, frequently getting

* Servitors The funeral attendants ; the mourners. 
+ Slaitburn Slaidbum.
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wet through, but perhaps because custom had made it in him a 
property of easiness, only once being compelled by severity of 
weather to neglect his Sabbath duties.

Under the pressure of continuous poverty, he industriously 
discharged his spiritual and temporal business, and with a con 
tented mind acted out the scriptural injunction, " Whatsoever 
" thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might." He was conse 
quently greatly respected by his neighbours and congregations, 
and in consulting the latter in any important event of his life, 
such as renting a farm or apprenticing his children, he rivetted 
the chain of mutual attachment. Though the diarist lived in a 
secluded district, his practical piety and pulpit oratory evoked the 
appreciation of the Rev. Mr. Jolly, a famous nonconformist divine 
of the period. Mr. Walkden's eavly habits are conspicuous. We 
find him leaving home in the middle of the night to cart coals from 
the pits, or to do pastoral duty at some distant chapel; and going 
at sunrise in July to assist in stirring the fallows* of a neighbour.

The iron hand of poverty compelled him to coarse living and 
practical frugality, but he was always ready to give neighbourly 
assistance and advice, and when he had the means he lent his 
money and generously dispensed his alms. Nor were his sympa 
thetic feelings confined to the sorrows of the human species, a 
quaintly expressed entry in the diary exhibits an affectionate 
interest in the welfare of his old mare " He put a bushel of 
" oats into my sack, but they were very light and but small feeding 
" in, so I bought of him a bushel of better to mix with them, to 
" make them better worth the mare's labour to eat them." 
Mr. Walkden's family seem to have lived on bread made from 
their inferior barley, vegetables, milk, and small beer; but he had 
an Englishman's weakness for roast beef, which he occasionally 
humoured. Wheaten bread, tea or coffee, the now common 
necessaries of working men, do not appear to have found a place 
on his table ; indeed they were then expensive luxuries, tea selling 
from 12S. to 305. per Ib. More than once even his usual frugal 
fare was not forthcoming; he dined with Duke Humphrey 

* Stirring the fallows Ploughing up old pasture land.
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" so I and my love came direct home, and got the Taylor's 
" supper,"* which meant nothing to eat.

Wheaten bread does not appear to have been made in the 
neighbouring villages, as "manchets" and "levens"f were 
specially brought from Preston.

The reverend gentleman wore clogs when about his farm, and 
got his old riding boot tops cut off to make " clock overside,"}: 
and used the bottoms for house slippers. Like John Gilpin's 
wife, even when on pleasure bent he had a frugal mind; his 
records of spending when on a journey " my sixpence" or " my 
" eightpence " indicate that he had a fixed allowance of pocket 
money; but despite these thrifty habits he was sometimes 
reduced to monetary straits; twice he could not settle with the 
taxgatherer ; and on other occasions his poverty, but not his will, 
consents to receive money on what he invariably styles " the 
" Lord's day." Indeed there are many instances in his diary of 
the poverty of himself and neighbours. I transcribe two as a 
sample. A neighbour offered to sell him a cow, and to give day 
till Candlemas. " I knew I could not pay him at his time, so 
" said no more, but got my mare and came to Nicholas Holden's 
" and Eliz. Dobson's, and told them my case, but they could not 
" help me ;" and again, " I asked John Jackson and Thomas Fell 
" the lend of 40 shillings, but succeeded not, they both being 
" scarce of silver." It must not be inferred that there was any 
indisposition to lend money to the pastor, when his neighbours had 
any ; it was, when solicited, readily lent and faithfully repaid ; he 
and they lived on a recognised system of barter of each other's 
labour and produce, and of borrowing and lending cash, though 
the borrowing class seem to have been by far the most 
numerous.

Not in the absence but in the variety of occupations he found 
recreation and repose : thus, as an industrious husbandman, we 
find him loading, leading, or carting produce, manure, coals, and

* The Taylor's supper His own goose. 
t Manchets and levens Sacramental loaves 

" Her manchets fine were quite divine." litgoldsby Legends. 
\ Clock overside A kind of leather leggings.
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turf, and " hassocks "* from the fells; marling, cutting drains, 
ditching, delving, " graving"! turf, " dressing" \ his garden, the 
field " reins,"§ and vegetable beds ; " plowing,"|| sowing, planting, 
setting, getting and hoeing potatoes ; laying up, sorting and cutting 
seedlings, weeding, gardening, pulling and stringing peas, mowing 
and cocking grass on his farm and " i'th chapel yard" ; shearing, 
and reaping with women; drying oats on the limekiln, and win 
nowing, threshing, and " batting"" them, and carrying " the bats" 
to the barn ; gleaning, " lashing,"** dressing, sorting, and sacking 
wheat; winnowing and putting his beans into barn and " battock;"tf 
"windrowing"} \ turf, and "dressing the mull"§§ round the turf- 
stack ; lapping straw, stacking hay and corn ; getting willow rods 
and making them into thatching "spelks;'|||| "thacking"1HI and 
sodding the stacks; cleaning, bedding, watering, "foddcring,"*t 
and "minding his goods;"* f paving and "dressing" his shippon 
and barn; painting and mending his " swine-cote :"*§ enclosing 
his crofts; repairing his fences and "yates;"*|| scraping and 
washing his carts; " capping" flails and repairing rakes.

He dressed and sometimes escorted his children to school, 
gathered " crowberries" for them on the fells, sent the school- 
" dame"*1F presents of coal, wound the yarn for one of his sons 
who was a weaver, and sold " the web"t ::; at Darwen, bottomed old 
beds, " clerked "f j and kept the books of his neighbours and the 
tax-gatherers, and seasoned all his labours with an occasional pipe 
and the inevitable " penny pot o' ale." '

  Hassocks-Reeds. Krom this material, of which the old church mats were made, the 
term is now applied to kneeling cushions.

 f Graving Cutting. t Dressing Putting in order. 
{ Field reins The gutter at the edge of a ploughed " butt" or breadth.

11 Plowing Ploughing, old spelling. 
51 Batting Threshing the 'bats' after lashing them.

** Lashing Striking on a horizontal bar. -H Battock A small granary.
IJ Windrowing Stacking for the wind to play through. §{ The Mull The dust or refuse.

1111 Spelks A sort of wooden double-pronged skewer. 51*1 Thacking Thatching.
*t Foddering Giving provender. *t Goods Cattle. *i Swine-cote Pig-stye.

 II Yates Gates.
*H Albeit ne flattery did corrupt her truth,

Ne pompous title did debauch her ear, 
Goody, good-woman, gossip, n'aunt, forsooth, 

Or da»u, the sole additions she did hear. -SAfrutottf.
+* Web The woven cloth or linen. ft Clerked Acted as accountant. 

K 2
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Pride had no part in his nature, nor was he a stickler for the 
dignity of the cloth. He sometimes rode on his mare, smoking a 
short pipe, on one occasion with " a milk-stool" a present from 
" a professor"* tied under his coat. But through the upper 
religious strata of his nature there was an occasional outcrop of 
worldly wisdom. He was told that " the window-peeper"t was in 
the parish, and advised to brick up one of his ten windows to 
escape the tax, and as we find no record of the payment of the 
6s. impost, we may presume he acted on the advice. He wanted 
to worm a secret out of a woman, and employed an open-sesame 
of undoubted power ; but, alas ! " the best laid schemes o' mice 
" an' men gang aft agley," " though I called for a pint of ale for 
" her and me, yet she told me no more." Though a valiant 
soldier of the church militant he did not altogether rely on her 
spiritual artillery 

." But proved his doctrine orthodox
" By apostolic blows and knocks."

" I came home, and in the way was bawled at by Thomas Rhodes 
" for saying that he had said I could never pay my rent. I said 
" I never said so, and was angry at him, and smote him with my 
" stick two or three times about his hat."

Ale at this period was an essential of every meal, and even 
more than it is now the customary beverage of all classes, like 
the " intolerable deal of sack" in Jack Falstaff's little bill. 
Mr. Walkden's frequent records of indulgence in his usual 
" penny pot o' ale " may lead the inconsiderate to conclude that 
he was given to inebriation ; but though he heartily enjoyed his 
ale and his pipe, the then common practice affords no basis for 
the assumption that he was a sot. He seems, however, to have 
been conscious that this weakness required defending; and his 
diary furnishes as many reasons for drinking as Dean Aldrich, 
whose were 

" Good wine, a friend, because I'm dry,
" Or least I should be by and by,
" Or any other reason why."

* Professor A professor of the Presbyterian religioii. 
t The window-peeper The assessor of window tax.



Rural Life. 133

The simple casuistry with which the diarist vindicated this 
habitual infirmity is quite as amusing. He was wet, he was dry, 
he was hot, he was cold, ill or hungry, or someone else was thirsty, 
and the sovereign balm for these fleshly ills was " a penny pot o' 
" ale," which sometimes in the company of his " love," his chil 
dren, or his neighbours, when news much older than the ale went 
round, acquired plurality. Scarcely a page of the diary is without 
some record of a call at one of the neighbouring inns, Sundays 
as well as week-days, but Mr. Walkden seldom appears to 
have stayed long at any of them ; nor have we any distinct 
admission of inebriation, though on three occasions when he 
took his ease at an inn, a suspicious inference may be drawn. 
He left his Bible behind him at the inn next one of his chapels, 
and a " hough "* of beef at the Flying Horse in Preston, and 
lost his razor after a call at the New Bridge Inn, Ribchester; 
still these little mischances may be attributable to accident or 
forgetfulness.

Mr. Walkden had an amiable weakness for the due commemo 
ration of old customs. He always sat the new year in, celebrated 
the Gunpowder Plot, marked his pigs rather cruelly by cutting off 
the tips of their ears, and formally " struck "f all his bargains. 
When his son's schoolfellows " barred out "\ the schoolmaster, 
he gave them 2d. to celebrate the event; and " wared "§ many a 
sixpence in the " standings "|| at Preston fairs on edibles for his 
children. One entry in his diary records the part he took in a 
peculiar formality in taking possession of an estate. "The 
" land being fallen to Robert Parker de Raddam Laund by 
" William's death, I stayed and bare witness that J ohn Parker 
" o'th Lees, in the name of his father, put the family that lives in 
" the house all out, shut the door upon them, and thereby said 
" that he took possession of the estate and house." He many a

* A hough of beef-The shank.
+ Striking a bargain The quasi-solemnity of joining hands over the conclusion of a 

bargain. " Your hand on it."
t Barring-out An ancient school custom, resorted to by the pupils before the holidays, to 

stipulate for the discipline of the succeeding term.
§ Wared Spent II Standings Market stalls, generally with canvas awnings.
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time gave practical expression to the wish that fathered the words 
of a Shaksperian hero, " An' had I but one penny in the world, 
" thou should'st have it to buy gingerbread;" though in fact 
want of pence troubled him full sore, pennyworths of gingerbread 
for the delectation of himself and his children are a very frequent 
record in his diary.

Of the curious method of balancing his labour, barter, and 
loan accounts, there are too many instances to recount here ; the 
following may be taken as a sample " I reckoned about our 
" plowing and agreed to be straight; he, when he ended his 
" wheat seeding, owed me two days and a half, and he came to 
" plough my wheat grounds with his two mares, himself, his son, 
" his plough, at 8 a'clock, and it was 3 when he got home; so he 
" thought he had overpaid me, but he would be pleased if I was, 
" so I consented it should be so." And again " I came to 
"Jas. Corner's shop, and paid for welting and soleing my 
"shoes is. 6d., but he having bought veal of me, as much as 
" came to 6d., I having since bought mutton of him that came 
" to 5d., he owed me a penny on the flesh account, which is 
" referred to a further reckoning."

Tracts on religious subjects were sent to the rev. gentleman by 
" John Taylor, stationer, The Ship, Paternoster Row," for distri 
bution amongst his people ; and though he received newspapers 
when the irregular postal arrangements were not interrupted, he 
appears, if we may judge from the scant notice bestowed on them, 
to have taken little interest in the Jacobite intrigues and other 
political excitements of the period, though paragraphs relating to 
anything bordering on the supernatural seem to have given him 
much concern, as did the account of the trial and subsequent 
pardon of a neighbouring landowner, " the infamous Colonel 
" Charteris, of Hornby Castle."

His wife, with whom he never quarrelled and always affec 
tionately alluded to as " my love," gave him many lengthened 
sage advices, which he was far from despising; he rode pillion 
with either her, his sons, or daughters. The phrase " I got my 
" love behind me " frequently occurs in his diary. She appears
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to have been like Dr. Hornbook, the famous leech of the 
district, whilst her husband cured the souls, she cured the bodies. 
He writes " Thos. Seed o'th Little Town being ill, and fearing 
" a fever, sent to my love to come and blood him, which she did." 
And again " Robert Seed being very ill, desired my love would 
" come and see him, and give him some advice about taking 
" physic. She got out of bed and went, and was an hour away;" 
but the hedge-physician could not cure herself. He writes  
" My love, stepping on a high stone on the causeway, her ankle 
" went out;" and on his way to. bring another village quack to 
her, he, " being hungry," made a providential call at the village 
inn, where he found a qualified practitioner, who went with him 
and set it, anointed it with hot oil, bandaged it with " seir 
" cloth,"* and demonstrated his respect for the reverend gentle 
man by refusing his fee.

Mrs. Walkden was a woman of activity and determination, not 
without some of the little weaknesses of the sex; she did her 
share of the housework, a little gardening, and tended and milked 
the cows ; but at " proud Preston ".her attraction to a milliner's 
shop overcame the patience of her husband; she went to buy a 
coloured cap for her daughter, and he writes, " she being long, I 
" left her." She had an excitable temperament, and though her 
husband appears to have escaped the lash of her tongue, others 
were not so fortunate. " Old John Berry" wanted pay for some 
pointing, and asked 8d. a day ; but the diarist writes, " he being 
" old, I thought 6d. a day was well.t He said I might as well 
"offer him ad., upon which my love and he had some words 
" about it." And again, " Edward Salisbury bespoke my horse 
" to go to Blackburn, and my love scolded him, that he never 
" paid erring}: for loom fetching."

Mr. Walkden's son Henry, after spending some years on his 
father's farm, underwent academical tuition, and on the father's 
removal to Holcombe, succeeded to the ministry of his two 
chapels, to which was added the cure of a small chapel at

* S«ir cloth -Cerecloth smeared with pitch. 
+ Well Enough > Erring  The fee for the errand.
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Chaigley; another son wove at home for the Blackburn and 
Uarwen manufacturers ; a third was apprenticed to a blacksmith ; 
and the rest laboured on the farm. The daughters assisted in 
housework, gardening, and light field-work ; but one appears to 
have been a somnambulist. Her father writes, " My daughter 
" Ann, in a dream, rose out of bed, and fell to the ground, but 
" blessed be God, she had no harm." This daughter afterwards 
married, and was buried in the yard of Stockport chapel in 1791 ; 
and some suspicion being excited, the grave was opened, in the 
presence of 100 people, a month afterwards, and it was found that 
"the body-snatchers" had removed the corpse. Her brother 
Henry seems to have suspected a local surgeon of inciting the 
theft, and vainly offered a reward of ^25 for the apprehension 
of the culprits.

The diarist himself was removed to Holcombe, near Bury, in 
1738, and in 1744 he assumed the charge of the Old Tabernacle, 
Stockport, in which-town he died, Sunday, November 5th, 1769, 
at the ripe age of 85 ; and was buried inside his own chapel, under 
a Latin inscription written by his son Henry, which is now covered 
by a wooden floor.

The minute though often tedious detail of the entries in Mr. 
Walkden's diaries, furnishes interesting material from which an 
accurate conception of the hardships and social life of a country 
parson of the early part of the last century may be gathered ; 
indeed trifles such as these constitute the most valuable of all 
materials from which a vivid realization of the daily life of the 
people of a bygone age can be formed ; and to the sympathetic 
listener who can realize the truth of the fine old legend, " Laborare 
" est orare," the simple annals of the life of a man who first sought 
his Master and then found his work, cannot be uninteresting.

LATIN EPITAPH AT THE OLD TABERNACLE, STOCKPORT.

Effare Saxum Quern Tegis, Tell, O Stone, whom thou
Fetrum Walkdenum hujus EC- hidest ?
desire per Viginti Sextos Annos Peter Walkden, for twenty-
Pastorum, Vigilantissimum, di- six years of this Church a most
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lectum concionatorem eximium, 
indefatigatum, facundum, prse- 
potentem pietatis et probitatis 
exemplar spectabile qui relate 
provectus, mente sanus et tem- 
perantia morti et coelo maturus, 
et decus et doctor suorum, et 
parochianorum spe tetse Re- 
surrectionis occubuit Novem- 
bris 5° Anna retails sate 86° et 
Redemptionis nostrae 1769.

O Mors crudelis! qualem 
virum extinxisti, sed bene 
habet, virtus Walkdenis im- 
mortalis est.

watchful and a beloved Pastor, 
an excellent Preacher, indefati 
gable, eloquent, and of great 
power. Of piety and probity 
a noteworthy example. Ad 
vanced in age, but with mind 
unimpaired, and with calmness 
of spirit, ripe for death and 
Heaven, both the ornament 
and instructor of his family 
and of his parishioners, on the 
5th November, in the 86th year 
of his age and the 1769111 of 
our redemption, in the hope of 
a joyful resurrection, he died.

O cruel Death ! what a crea 
ture hast thou extinguished! 
But it is well: the virtue of 
Walkden is immortal.

Mr. Walkden's son Henry, the writer of the above epitaph, 
died at Clitheroe, where he was a dissenting minister, April and, 
1795-

Prices current in the Chipping District (1725-30), extracted 
from Walkden's Diaries.

RENTS.

Small house, per ann. . . . . . .^1150
Do. and half fruit of orchard, per ann. .140

Garden, per ann. . . . . . . .010
Small crofts, per ann., each . . . average o 10 6
Two fields, per ann. . . . . . .3110
i small and i large field, per ann. . . . .2100
Rev. Walkden's own farm . . . . .12150

LIVE STOCK.

Small mare, £.2 2s.; pigs 
Old horse, 16s. 6d.; calves 
Cow and calf, coupled . 
Cows .... 

Do. old 
Heifers*

. each
    )»

average 
average each

i, ,, 
. each

2

12

3
8

6 
6 
o 
9 
3 
9

* Heifer A young cow.
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Heifers, in calf .... average each ^
Do. black ....    

A Scot * ........
Stirks,t average 125. gd. each ; Steers} average each

PRODUCE.

Straw, per thrave§ .......
Rye, per windle || .......
Barley, per windle ......
Barley, per bushel .......
Seed oats, ........
Do. barley, per stone ......

The corners or waste of a wheat field
Full-grown ash tree ......
Wool, per Ib. ..... average

AGRICULTURAL REQUISITES.

Pack-saddle and bellyband . . . . .
New pack-saddlell .......
Rope traces, back band, and haimes** .
Rope traces ........
New horse shoes and fixing .... each
Fastening do. .......
Horselock, to prevent straying on the fells
Oak coal cart .......
Wood seed hopperff and trappings.
Caddow (caddy), a small ornamental chest
Old oak chest .......
Cart whip ........
Repairing whip .......
Half bus. measure and a tempse (fine sieve) .
Riddle .........
Sickles ......... each
New scythe ........
Old plough ........
Horse load of slate at New Buckley

C 4 2 6
2 12 0

I 14 O

Ol66

003

070

o 14 o
074
042
010

o i 6
043
003

076
050
o o 8
008
003
O O I

003
3 o 6
005
0106
o o 10
O O IO

008
O 2 O
008
003
024
O 2 O

o i 3

* Scot A small shaggy-haired cow.
t Stirk An old calf. I Steer A young bullock.

§ Thrave Two dozen bottles or bundles.

|| Win die---About 22olbs. in Preston.
II Pack-saddle A special-made saddle, fitted with a kind of panniers.

** Haimes The iron couplings round the collar.
t-f Hopper Seed basket-
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LABOUR.

Bricklayer, per day (with his meals) 
Apprentice Smith for 7 years, with his food 

Do. Tailor for 4 do. do. am 
Tachers (Thatchers), per day . 
Farm labourers, per day, with food. 
Husbandman, Candlemas to Michaelmas, with food 
Clearing a farm of timber 
Turf delving, per horse load (a groat) . 
Leading (carrying) do. per do. 
A fall of delving* ..... 
Horse hire, per day .... 
Occasional charwoman, per week, with food 
Grinding a razor ..... 
Carrying a letter to York 
Fee to Counsel .....

FOOD.

Bacon, per Ib.
Beef,   ...

,, per shank
,, per foot

Dead Calf .   . 
Mutton, per leg . 

  per loin . 
  per quarter 

Sheep's pluck 
Calf head ....

  feet, per doz.. 
Cheese, per Ib. . 
Butter,   (Preston) 

    (at home) 
Eggs, each .... 
Honey, per Ib. 
Onions, per stone . 
Apples, per bushel 
Nuts, per gall. 
Plums, per score . 
A neck of veal and calf foot . 
Hough and beef marrow bone

  and mutton rackt 
Thornbacks (ray-fish) 
Herrings ....

  £°
. 6

clothes 2
. 0

O

:h food i
i

. 0

o
. o
. 0

. o
o

. 0

I

^o
. o
. 0

I
o
o
o
o

. 0

o
o

. o

. 0

o
o
o
o
o
o
o

. 0

o
o

each o
1 1 for o

o
o
5
o
o

IO

II
o
o 
o
0

o
o
o
o

o
o
o
o
7
o
o
[
o
o
o
0

o
o
o
0

o
2

o
o
0

1
I
o
0

8
o
o

10

4 
o
3
4
4
5% 
6
9
2

2

O

2*4

2

IO

O

0

I I

5
o
l Yz
6
4/5
2 yi

4
3/^j
°/£
2

5
9
2/4

2

1%
O

8
i^
2

* A fall 3oJ square yards, statute measure, 
t Hough The Shank ; Rack-The Neck.
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Flukes, per dozen .....
Little potatoes, per bushel ... 

    per awkendale (ylbs) 
    per horse load 

Great (large)     ... 
Manchet (sacramental loaf) ... 
Leven (   ) . . . 
Bunloaf ......
Dinner ......

  Preston .....
  and pint of Ale .... 

Breakfast, Supper, and one Night Lodging 
Horse feed ......

o 
o 
o 
I
4 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o

DRINKS.

Spirits, per " Jack"* .
Ale (Preston) per pint .
  (local) per large pot
  ,, per small pot

Claret, per gallon ..
  per quart ..
  per pint ..

o o
o o
o o
o o
° 5
O I

O I

WEARING APPAREL AND MATERIALS.

Shoes, Women's, per pair .....
  Boys', ,, .....
  Child's   .....
  Men's   .._... 

Boots, Men's, the old ones and per pair.
  welted and soled .....

Boys' uppers re-clogged .....
" Spit Boot"! Spurs and a pair of Bellows
Boy's " brat " (apron) ......
Woollen coating cloth, per yard ....
Stockings, men's, per pair ......

  women's   .....
  children's   .....

Man's cravat . . . . . . .
Child's daddling strings]: .....
"Stript Woonsey",§ per yard . ....

o 
o
O I

o 4 
o 9

2 5
3 6 
i 9 

o 
o

o i 6 
003 
020 
006 
040
O I

o o 
o o

3
8
4

i o
o 9
O IO

* Jack A measure of uncertain size (here probably a quarter of a pint) frequently made
of leather

+ Spit Boots Heavy leathern gaiters with flaps over shoes fastened with iron clasps.

t Daddling Strings Nursing or leading strings.

§ Stript Woonsey Striped Linsey-woolsey.
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Clogs, per pair .....
Shoe-buckles, per pair ....

  mending ....
" Sparrow-bills" (cobbler's nails) per Ib. . 
Riding boots and coat ....
Coat, boy's .......
Linen shining, per yard ....
" Kerseymere,"* .....
Hats .......
Women's " staves" (stays) per pair

  garters, per pair ... 
Studs ........
Thread, per oz. .....
Mohair,t per knot ....

PROFESSIONAL PERQUISITES.

Funeral Sermons, Mr. Walkden's . .
Prayer, " for and with the sick"
Vicar's fee for children baptised at dissenters'chapels,ea. o
Chapel Collections in response to the bishop's

"briefs"! . . . 25. 6d. 
Clerking for farmer, Mr. Walkden's fee per annum

., taxgatherer,   
" Scrivener"^ for fortnight's tuition in writing 
Scholastic tuition, per quarter 
Interest on borrowed money . 
Money-changer's fee for changing a guinea

SUNDRIES.

  x
.
.

, ,

. ,

. .

. each

 

3-

6d. and

iapels,ea. 
lop's
, 35. 2d.,
mum .

, .
, ,

. each
 

,0

o
0

0

o
o
o
0

0

o
o 
o
0

0

0

o
o

o
0

o
o
o
5 
o

0
o
o
o
o
o
o
0

o
o
o
o

T6

3
I
I
I
o
o 
o
0

o

IO
I
o

6
I
o
I
2

per 
o

o
o
o
0

o
o
o 
o

s
3
I
2

o
6
2
8
7 
8
4

2
2

0

O

6

o
0

6
o
6

ct. 
6

2

I

IO

6
6
i
3 
6

Scissors, per pair . 
Toy trumpet 
Yard measure 
Mercury newspaper|| 
Almanack 
Old newspapers 
Child's School Primer 
Candles, per Ib.

* Kerseymere A kind of coarse soft cloth used for riding breeches. 
+ Mohair A sort of stiff coarse thread.

J Briefs Letters licensing the collection of contributions for church use usually from 
the diocesan.

§ Scrivener The writing master.
II Mercury Several " Mercuries " were published at this time ; the diarist does not name 

which this was The 6rst newspaper, The Weekly News, was published in 1622, Tlie Daily 
Courant in 1703, and several "Mercuries" now in existence were founded more than a 
century and a half ago.
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Mending tongs ...... .£o o oj^
Stoneware basin . . . . . . .009
A pane of glass . . . . . . .006
Bottle of ink . . . . . . .001
Grammar . . . . . . . .013
Dr. Edwards' (Presbyterian) Veritas Redux . .036
Ainsworth's (Brownist) Theological Works, folio .076
Cannel, per cwt. . . . . . . .007^
Coal, per horse load . . . . . .010
Tobacco, per oz. . . . . . . . o o i J^

Do. per quartern . . . . . .003
Feather bed . . . . . . . .0120
Oak oval table . . . . . . .0100
Pipes, per gross . . . . . . .008
Man's head of hair for peruke, . a cravat and 050
Window tax, per window above 10 . . .060

N.B. Most of these prices were subject to a small return, or 
" lucky penny."


