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S. MARTIN'S CHURCH YARD, CANTERBURY.
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By the Rei'. Daniel Henry Haigh, F.S.A.*

(Read 2?th November, 1879.)

" rpHERE was a church," says Ven. Bseda, " near the city of 
1 " Canterbury, towards the east, made of old in honour of 

" S. Martin, whilst as yel the Romans dwelt in Britain."
S. Martin died A.D. 397, the Roman domination in Britain 

ceased in 409, and the Angles came in 428; but many of the 
courtiers of the emperor Maximus, with whom, as his temporal 
sovereign, S. Martin had had very intimate relations, must have 
survived him, and to their veneration for his sanctity probably it 
was owing that a church was built in his honour, during this 
interval, almost contemporaneously with the erection of the 
earliest chapel over his tomb at Tours.

When ^Ethelberht, king of Kent, received in marriage Bertha, 
daughter of Chariberht, king of the Franks, it was on this con 
dition, " that she should have leave to keep inviolate the rites of 
"her faith and religion, with the bishop Liudhard, whom her 
" parents had given to her as the helper of her faith ;" and to 
this church of S. Martin the queen was wont to repair for the 
exercises of religion, naturally preferring a church which bore

* Written by the Rev. Daniel Henry Haigh for Joseph Mayer, F.S.A., to be read at a 
meeting of the Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire. Mr. Haigh died suddenly, 
May, 1879. J. MAYER.
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the name of a saint of her native land, to another ancient 
Christian church which still existed within the walls of the city.

The instructions of Liudhard and the influence of Bertha 
were not without their effect; but " one sows and another reaps." 
The people waited to know what their prince would do, and he 
had not yet declared his sentiments. The letters of S. Gregory 
show that he was induced to send missionaries to him by what 
he had heard of his favourable disposition towards the Christian 
faith. So S. Augustine and his companions came to reap the 
harvest ; and after they had received permission to dwell at 
Canterbury, they used to assemble at S. Martin's to sing psalms 
and pray, celebrate mass, preach and baptise, until the king 
himself embraced the faith.

But bishop Liudhard and his associates had other lessons to 
teach, in which they would find more willing disciples, arts of 
civilization. In goldsmith's work and jewellery, indeed, the 
Angles and Jutes of Kent were vastly superior to the Franks ; 
but there were other arts in which the Franks, who had learned 
them from the Romanized Gauls, were more advanced than they; 
and chief amongst them must be reckoned writing and coinage. 
In these, too, the Teutonic races of Britain soon learned to 
surpass their Continental neighbours.

The Romanized Britons apparently had continued to use the 
currency of the Empire down to the middle of the sixth century, 
and then began to supply their wants by imitations of the same, 
tolerably close in design, but carelessly, perhaps purposely, blun 
dered in their legends. As an example, I would refer to an 
imitation of a coin of Justinian, with DNIVSTINIANVS i on the 
obverse, and a thoroughly blundered legend on the reverse ; 
formerly Mr. Rolfe's, now in the Mayer Museum. Their 
Teutonic neighbours did the same ; but in the execution of the 
types by degrees the peculiar characteristics of their own art 
appear ; and even in the midst of their imitations of the legends, 
which they did not understand, they sometimes introduced the 
names of kings or earls in their own native runes. Of this the 
two following are examples: 

1



5. Martin's Chunk Yard, Canterbury. 93

1. Ol>r. Diademed bust to the right. Rev. The emperor in 
military habit looking to the right, his left foot trampling on a 
prostrate foe, a standard in his right hand, and on his left victory 
standing holding a crown. The imitation of a type of Honorius 
is tolerably good, but the letters of the legend on either side are 
strangely blundered; save that the name SCANOMODV, in well- 
formed runes, occupies nearly half the legend space on the 
reverse. This is probably to be referred to one of the earliest 
Teutonic colonists of Britain.

2. A similar type, imitated from the coins of Theodosius, but 
the details of the execution betray barbaric design. The legends 
are blundered as before, and one side of the reverse is occupied 
by HAMAA, in well-formed runes, giving us the name of a Mercian 
prince who lived in the earlier part of the sixth century. This 
piece was found at Harlingen:;: in Friesland.

Sometimes, however, these rude moneyers attempted to give 
to the legends a symmetrical form, arranging them so that from 
the centre they read the same to left and right, or evidently 
intended to do so. As instances I will cite the following: 

1. Obv. Bust to the left, before it a globe surmounted by a 
cross. Rev. A winged figure apparently standing in a boat. 
Above it a large eye with eyebrow. The legend on the obverse 
is TAIAIZO OSIAT. This piece, figured by Messrs. Fougeres and 
Combrouse (Monetaires des Rois Merovingiens, pi. 60), was in 
the cabinet of General Gazan.

2. Similar type, but a different object before the bust, and the 
eye on the reverse much larger. The legend onio on. This 
coin was found at Sutton, near Dover, came into the possession, 
of Mr. Rolfe, and is now in the Mayer Museum.

3. Obv. Bust to the right, an imitation of a coin of Justinian. 
Rev. Victory holding a crown, (almost exactly the same as on 
Mr. Rolfe's coin, above noticed.) The obverse legend is INA'III 
ITANV. This coin was found in a field near Canterbury.

* The name Harlingen commemorates the Herelingas, who, equally with Hama, were 
victims of Eormanric's vengeance, and may have been given to the place by fugitives from 
England, who carried the coin thither.
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4. Similar type. The obverse legend is CVRRVI -i- IVRRVC.* 
So far I have been speaking only of the coinage of gold. 

The same features appear on the later coinage of silver, which 
was of course more abundant than that of gold, and of this, for 
example, I will mention two types.

1. Obi 1 . A head. Rev. A bird perched upon a cross. On 
either side the type is usually enclosed in a serpent, tail in mouth. 
The legend is the same on both sides; on one specimen it is 
TAVHOMOHVAT ; on the finest specimens it consists of HVAT 
written in opposite directions from MVA in the centre. These 
coins, some of which have been found in Kent, are comparatively 
numerous. (Ruding, pi. 2, figs. 27 to 37.)

2. On sceattas, of the type of which two examples were found 
in a grave at Sarre in Kent, I have noticed the letters AVNV to 
right and left of the Runic legend PADA. On others, with the 
same Runic legend, the letters EAST appear to right and left. 
What importance was attached to this peculiar arrangement of 
legend may be judged from the fact, that on a beautiful 
circular gold brooch found at Feversham and now in the museum 
at South Kensington, four panels appear, one at each extremity 
of the cross, and each containing the letters \>n\ P-1 ^ i.e. V° V 
written to right and left.f Some mystical significance perhaps 
was attached to it.

Thus at the time of the coming of Queen Bertha and Bishop 
Liudhard to Kent, the Teutonic colonists of Britain were content 
with reproducing imitations of Roman coins. There was no 
idea of surrounding the types with intelligible legends ; the only 
writing with which they were acquainted was their old Runic 
system ; the Roman letters were as unintelligible to them as their 
Runic letters have become to most of their descendants ; and the 
most they attempted was the occasional introduction of some

* Fougeres and Combrouse : Mon. ties Rois Marov., pi. 61. This piece has been referred 
to the Visigoths, who certainly employed this type of Justinian ; but the treatment of the 
Victory on the reverse connects it more closely with coins of the same type found in 
England, and noticed above.

 f These letters are Sclavonic SC, and possibly stand for Sclav, as 1 have supposed SU on 
other brooches to stand for Slt'crf, M for Mearc, F for Franc. In my Essay en the Runic 
Monuments of Kent, I have noticed several traces of Sclavonic influence on Teutonic art, 
as did the late Mr. Kemble.
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rune-written name in the midst of what to them were barbaric 
characters. In France, at the time, there was a regular system of 
coinage ; in every city, and in very many places of less conse 
quence, there was a mint, and its productions were marked 
with its name on one side, and that of the moneyer, (who thus 
made himself responsible for the purity and weight of his work,) 
on the other. This system Liudhard appears to have introduced 
into Britain. I think its introduction must be referred to him, 
because it is altogether different from that which prevailed in 
Italy, whence the later missionaries came, though they certainly 
continued it. The evidence of this fact is scanty but decisive.

In 1838, M. de LongpeYier, then curator of the Cabinet des 
Medailles at Paris, communicated to the Numismatic Journal 
a figure and notice of a gold triens, which formed part of the 
collection under his care before the Revolution of 1789, and 
which he unhesitatingly assigned to Canterbury.

Obv. EVSEBII MONITA. Diademed bust to the right. Rev. 
+UOROVERNIS CIVITAS ; a cross patonce. Weight 29 grains. 
This attribution was rejected by Mr. Akerman on the grounds, 
that the Anglo-Saxons did not coin gold, (which was then almost 
regarded as an axiom, notwithstanding the existence of an 
undoubtedly genuine solidus of Wigmund, Archbishop of York, 
in the Pembroke collection, and the then recent discovery of a 
gold mancus of Eadward the Confessor, at Worcester;) and that 
the form Dorovernis was unknown in documents of English 
origin. In the Revue Numismatique of the same year, M. Carder 
agreed with Mr. Akerman, claimed this coin as French, though 
unable to find a home for it, suggesting, however, Dcroernia, 
Troor sur la Dice, three leagues from Caen, notwithstanding the 
inapplicability of civitas. M. de Longperier, on the other hand, 
adduced the following arguments in favour of his view.

" The piece is more Roman, more imperial, than our French 
" triens. The name of the moneyer, Eusebius, is entirely Greek. 
" Few of these names are found on Frank money. On the con- 
" trary, Greek names are found in the English history of the 
" time.

1
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' ' The word ciritas, at full length, is quite an English form. 
" The word Dorovernis is certainly not found in English docu- 
" ments; but the words Aurelianis, &c., are in like manner 
" found only on the coins, and not in documents (written).

" Mr. Akennan himself confesses that, if the Saxons did 
" actually strike gold money, this is just the kind of piece 
" we ought to look for. Now all the difficulty is to know if the 
" Saxons did or did not strike gold money; and this enquiry, 
" handled, with care by Ruding, has been left too uncertain, not 
" to admit of a monument, so explicit as that before us, as a 
'' strong proof in favour of the affirmative."

It was reserved for me to remove one of Mr. Akerman's 
difficulties in 1841, in a communication to the Numismatic 
Chronicle. I adduced the evidence of several charters,- shewing 
that Dorovernis uniformly represented Canterbury until near the 
close of the eighth century; and of the earliest MS. of the 
Historia Ecclesiastica of Ven. Breda, shewing that Doruvernis 
was the only form known to him ; and cited a charter of Arch 
bishop /Kthelheard, A.D. 798,) as the earliest document in which 
the form Dorobernia can be found.

Ven. Bseda, indeed, relates a story, J which is itself evidence 
of a Kentish coinage of gold in the seventh century. He says, 
that S. Earcongota, daughter of Earconberht, king of Kent, a 
nun in the monastery of Brie, saw in a vision a number of men 
clothed in white entering the monastery, who told her that they 
were come to fetch away the aureum numisma that had been 
brought thither out of Kent, and that she understood this as a 
warning of her own death. Let it be said by those who repudiate 
the idea of warnings such as this, that her vision was informed 
by her own consciousness ; still that consciousness embraced the 
fact that there was a coinage of gold, and one of peculiar excel 
lence, in her native Kent.

I have had the opportunity of publishing notices of other gold 
coins, certainly English, in the Numismatic Chronicle; and the

* Codex Diplomatics cfvi Sajcot'Ui^ viii, ix, xiv, xxvii, xli, cvii, cviii, cix, cxi, cxxxii. 
t Ibid, mxix. t Hist. Ecd. iii, 8.
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publication of the Liber Monasterii de Hyda, under the auspices 
of the Master of the Rolls, has furnished decisive evidence of a 
mintage of mancuses, in the will of king Eadrsed (p. 154). 
Thanne minre (read nime) man twentig hand mancusa goldes and 
gemynetige to mancusan. " Then let one take twenty hundred 
" mancuses of gold, and mint to mancuses."

All the objections, therefore, which flouted this little treasure 
at its first appearance are dissipated ; and we now recognise it as 
a beautiful example, warranting the expectation of others, of a 
coinage inaugurated at Canterbury by the first Christian mission 
aries, in imitation of the Frank coinage of the time, but as 
superior to that coinage as the other gold work of the Jutes is to 
that of the Franks. Eusebius, like Ambrosius and Pelagius, 
may be the name of a Romanized Briton.*

By the side of this I venture to place another. Obv. +CORNILIO. 
Diademed bust to the right. Rev. -!-TENEIS M. Two men standing, 
two hands joined, holding a ring, the other two uplifted and spread 
out. This piece is in the Leyden Museum. The loop attached 
shows that it formed part of a necklace.

Before I proceed to discuss its type and legends, I will notice 
two others in the British Museum.

Obv. Diademed bust to the right, but remarkably varied from 
the last in the dress, -f c  LIO, beginning and end of CORNILIO, 
the space between filled by the runes ANIWULUCU. Rev. Same 
type as the last +TENAEISI.J

Obv. Diademed bust to the right +AAAANLIO. The end of 
CORNILIO, but unmeaning characters substituted for the begin 
ning, (as if the artist had begun at the end, and was tired of 
copying letters he did not understand.) Rev. A cross on steps ; 
BEAU TIGO in runes. Found at Eastbach Turville, in Gloucester 
shire.

There is no place in France to claim the first of these, but in

* Of the whole band of missionaries who accompanied S. Augustine not one had a Greek 
name.

t In my notice of this coin in the Numismatic Chronicle, I can hardly be blamed for 
looking for a meaning in the letters CLIO. No one could have supposed that they arc what 
we now see that they are. So also the Leyden coin corrects the reading HENALISI.

H
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Dorsetshire there is Cernel,* a place where ancient tradition says 
S. Augustine preached, destroyed an image of a god Heil or 
Helith,] and founded a church. There I believe this coin was 
minted; and it is not a little remarkable that the trienses, 
corresponding to this Frank coinage, as yet discovered, should be 
of places connected with his mission.

The name of the moneyer Tends or Tenaeisi is Celtic. { So 
also is the name of the chieftain Aniwulucu, though written in 
runes.

On the third coin the remains of the name Cornilio indicate 
the model the artist had before him ; but in the reverse legend 
he has had recourse to his own futhorc, and tells us that the 
value of the piece was beau tigo, " ten moneys," or " tenpence," 
which is quite correct, for the gold penny of Henry III, current 
for twenty pence, weighed 45.2 grains, and would require the 
triens, worth tenpence, to weigh 22.6 grains, which is nearly the 
truth.

These notices and remarks are offered with a view to the 
illustration of the coins which form the especial subject of the 
present paper. They were found about the year 1843 in the 
churchyard of S. Martin's, purchased by Mr. Rolfe of Sandwich, 
and exhibited to the Numismatic Society at the sessions of 
1844-5, by Mr. C. Roach Smith, then Secretary. Eventually, 
with the rest of Mr. Rolfe's collections, they found a home in the 
Liverpool Museum. They were all looped for suspension, and 
had evidently formed part of the splendid necklace of some lady 
of high rank in the seventh century. The collection comprises 
six gold coins and one Roman intaglio ; and (supposing that the 
largest gold coin was hung in the middle, and the rest arranged, 
according to their size, on either side,) uniformity would require 
at least one other coin, and an ornament to correspond to the 
intaglio. Probably there were more. Beads of gold, like those

* The traditional derivation of this name Cento Elt " I see God !'' said to have been an 
exclamation of S. Augustine, serves only now to provoke a smile.

I A gigantic human figure, cut in the turf on the hillside (like the white horse in Berkshire), 
may be a restoration of the image said to have been destroyed.

t cf. Tencg-tis (with its variations in the Chronicles); Teitac {in an Irish Ogham inscription) 
cf. Annicuri (in an inscription at Lanivet near Bodrain); Cativolctis (Cxsar, E.G. vi, 31).
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found on Ixworth Down, near Devizes, and figured in the 
Remains of Pagan Saxondom, pi. i, would separate each pair of 
pendants.

We will describe the coins first, and then offer a few remarks 
to illustrate them.

1. Obv. D N IVSTINVS P P AVG. Bust of the emperor, diademed, 
to the right. Rev. VICTORIA AVGVSTORVM. In the exergue 
CONOB. Victory standing, looking to the left, holding a globe 
surmounted by a cross in her left hand, and a garland in her 
right; a star in the field. A triens of a well-known type, in good 
condition. The weight is 26 grains, from which about 3 must be 
allowed for the loop.

2. Obv. + ICONBENAS + FIT. A rude bust, diademed, to the 
right. Rev. +NONNITVS MONITARIVS. Two Victories standing, 
holding a tree between them. A Merovingian triens ; extremely 
rare ; weight 26 grains (including loop).

3. Obv. +FETO i ASENO. A rude bust to the right. Rev. 
-(-LEONARDO MONiTARH. A rude figure of Victory, marching, to 
the right, holding a crown. A triens; unique ; weight 23 grains.

4. Obv. + i VEGIO vico. Full-faced bust, apparently of a 
saint, with an aureole formed of two circles of pearls; a small 
cross on the breast and over the left shoulder; a long cross 
over the right. Rev. +LEVDVLFO MONITAIIO. A saint, with 
an aureole surrounding his head, his right side naked, but 
drapery over his left; on horseback, galloping to the right. A 
solidus; unique; weight 85 grains; but considerable allowance 
to be made for the loop and a beaded ring which surrounds it.

5. Obv. on SIPI vin vc. Crowned bust to the left. Rev. 
ornixcivoxmic. In the exergue, N. Two men going in oppo 
site directions, yet turning their heads each to the other, and 
each holding a cross ; between them is a banner, on which is N. 
Two small crosses in the field, each over the shoulder of one of 
the figures. A triens ; unique.

6. Obv. LYV . PAR . DVS . EPS. Bust, diademed, to the right. 
Rev. WIN ^ AA < WIN. In the exergue VAV. A peculiar double 
cross. A triens ; unique; weight 26 grains (including loop).

H 2
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The first of these belongs to Justinus I, emperor of the East, 
A.D. 518 to 527. The two following belong to the Merovingian 
series. Their legends are to be read, 

" Nonnilus moneyer made (me) in Contena:," 
" Made in Asenum by Leonard moneyer," 

the i in each representing the preposition in.
Of the former mint a coin was afterwards published in the 

Revue Numismatique* of a different type, but of the same 
moneyer, and reading on the obverse CONBENAS FIT.

No. 3 is a copy of the barbarous imitations of Justinian's 
money, of which I have noticed some varieties above; and com 
parison with these shews that the loop to the left is not the letter 
p nor D, but simply an ornament.

No. 4 is to be read 

"(Made) in Vegius village by Leudulf moneyer."

Solidi of the Merovingian moneycrs are excessively rare. 
Messrs. Fougeres and Combrouse have published one,t and I do 
not know of another for this I do not class with the Merovingian 
series. The type of its reverse is quite without parallel in that 
series, and it is executed with a beauty and correctness of 
drawing quite foreign to it. The triens of Cornilium is one 
realization of the expectations raised by that of Dorovernis; 
and here we have another more precious still, not only on account 
of its module (so excessively rare, as I have already observed), 
but on account of the especial interest of its type in connexion 
with our present subject.

The aureole around the head of the horseman on the reverse 
distinctly marks him as a saint. Yet he is not armed, as S. George 
and other soldier-saints would be ; he has not even a helmet on 
his head. A sword' might be supposed to hang at his left side 
(the side which is hidden from us); but the side which is pre 
sented to us appears to be naked, and he would seem to be 
entirely naked, were it not for the folds of a mantle before and 
behind, which might be supposed to cover the left shoulder.

* 1845. p. 18. \ Monetaircs des Kcis Merovingiens, pi. i,
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Now in the life of S. Martin of Tours I find two incidents, both 
of which, I think, the artist must have had in view, as they seem 
to explain all these circumstances.

Whilst yet in the ranks of the Roman cavalry, which he had 
been compelled to enter by imperial orders, one severely cold day 
in the midst of winter, riding in the midst of his troop, he was 
met at the gate of Amiens by a poor man, almost naked, soliciting 
alms. The rest having passed by without taking any notice of 
him, Martin thought lie was reserved for himself; and as he had 
already given in charity everything that he possessed, and had 
nothing left but his arms and cloak, he drew his sword and cut 
the cloak in two, giving half to the beggar. In the following 
night he saw in a dream our blessed Lord, wearing the half-cloak 
he had given away, and heard Him saying to the angels around 
Him   Martinus, adhvc catechumenus, hac me vests contexit, 
" Martin, yet a catechumen, has clothed me with this garment;" 
words which for more than fifteen hundred years have been the 
first antiphon of the nocturn office of his feast. This determined 
him to ask for baptism, which he received in the eighteenth year 
of his age, and for leave to lay aside his arms, that he might 
devote himself to the service of the Church. At the request of 
his tribune, however, he continued for two years more in the 
army. The Germans having made an irruption into Gaul, the 
troops were assembled to march against them, and a bounty was 
distributed to the soldiers. Martin thought it would be unjust to 
share in this, when he intended to quit the service ; and begged 
that his portion might be given to another, and himself released. 
Taunted with cowardice in asking for his dismission on the eve 
of a battle, he offered to be placed in the front, without arms, 
saying, Ego signo crucis, non clypeo protectus aut gaka, hostium 
cuneos penetrabo securus, "I, protected by the sign of the cross, 
" not by shield nor helmet, will penetrate the squadrons of the 
" enemy without fear," words which form the third antiphon of 
the nocturn office of his feast.

The incident of the division of the cloak must be familiar to 
all students of mediaeval art; but the combination, in this little
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design, of the half cloak, with the offer to ride unarmed into the 
ranks of the enemy, strikes me as masterly. Even the com 
mencing the legend so as to place the + in front of the saint's 
face, seems part of the design. The contrast is very great 
between the elegance of the reverse and the barbarism of the 
obverse. But here, instead of a conventional head, imitated 
from Roman coins or modelled from the round, I suspect that 
the artist has attempted to copy a painted portrait, and that of 
S. Martin ; for it evidently represents an ecclesiastic and a saint, 
and in the treatment of the face reminds me of the LONDVNI 
coins in Mr. Lefroy's Crondale treasure.*

The certainty that S. Martin is the subject of the type on each 
face led me to search for Vegius ricus in the neighbourhood of 
Canterbury, and I find Wick-ham about three miles to the east 
of S. Martin's; exactly corresponding, "Wick" to Vegius, and 
" ham " to Vicus. Not without reason, then, did the good lady 
who was wont to pray at S. Martin's during life, and chose its 
sacred precinct for her resting place after death, select this 
precious coin for the central pendant of her beautiful necklace. 
The two remaining pieces of this little treasure are also English.

I have spoken of the coins in which personal names are 
introduced in the midst of a series of letters which are meaning 
less as they stand, but are evidently copied from Roman coins. 
No. 5 is of this class. The on at the beginning are copied from 
the DN, " Dominus noster;" and the viuvc at the end from the 
VSAVG "(Jovin)us Augustus" of Roman coins. Between them 
we have SIPI, and here I recognise the name of Sil>l>i, (thus he 
wrote it in his attestation of the   foundation charter of Medes- 
hamstede, A.D. 664,) king of the East Saxons, after the death of 
his father in 617, (but in what precise year he came to the throne 
we know not,) until 694. The letter on the standard on the 
reverse I take to be the rune Sigel, the initial of the name of 
Seaxnot, the founder of the East Saxon line of kings, honoured 
as a god by the old Saxons on the Continent; the initial also

* Numismatic Chrouiclf, vol. vi, p. 171.
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(for his sake, it is believed), of the names of the East Saxon 
royal family (with one exception), from Sleda down to the ex 
tinction of their race. By the type of this reverse, found also 
on several sceattas, (Ritdins;, pi. 26, figs, i, 10, n, 13, and pi. 29, 
fig. ii,) as compared with others (pi. 26, fig. 8), I have long ago 
been reminded of the congency of this prince and his cousin 
Sighere. Though suggested originally by a device common on 
Roman coins, it was doubtless modified by the circumstances of 
the district where these coins were minted; just as on the 
standard, which reminds us of the labarum, we see the letter N 
instead of the Christian monogram ; and how could a congency 
of two princes, united in dominion, yet each having a distinct 
province to administer, and distinct duties to perform, be better 
set forth than by these two little figures, walking different ways, 
yet looking each towards the other, and towards their common 
standard ?

This is the first distinct attribution of any coin to the East 
Saxon kings, but must be followed by the sceattas above men 
tioned.

I now come to No. 6, the most precious jewel of the whole 
collection. By the aid of inscriptions from France and Bur 
gundy I discovered, and communicated to the Arcluwlogia 
Cantiana,* the true reading of the obverse legend. In the 
legend on the reverse the AA in the middle, being much larger 
than the rest, remind me of the A which is very conspicuous on 
many sceattas with varying legends, (Jtuding, pi. 2, figs. 8 to n, 
13 to 16, 22 to 25,) all probably Mercian or Northumbrian ; and 
may be the initial of Angle, which would apply to either, as well 
as to the second Teutonic dynasty of Kent. From these AA the 
legend reads the same to right and left.

This, as I have observed above, is a peculiarity of a large 
class of undoubtedly English coins, and on this account, and 
because the coin is fully equal in execution to the beautiful 
Dorovernis triens, and vastly superior to any production of the

* Vol. viii, p. 233.



104 Coins forming a Necklace, found in

contemporary Merovingian mints, I have always entertained a 
firm conviction of its English origin. Knowing nothing of any 
bishop to whom it could be appropriated, except Liudhard, the 
chaplain of Queen Bertha, it seemed natural to connect it with 
him, and to suppose the first P a mistake for D ; but when I found 
in Thorns' additions to Ven. Bajda's Martyrology the name 
Liphardm, the balance of testimony of the coin seemed to out 
weigh that of Ven. Breda. I was not then aware of the existence 
of any record of a distinct Liphardus, although it had been for 
many years under my hand. Now that I have found it, I have 
no occasion to suppose an error, neither in the legend of the 
coin, nor in Ven. Bseda's reading.

In Britannia Sancta (London, 1745), and A Memorial of 
Ancient British Piety, or a British Martyrology (London 1761), 
works I have constantly used for many years, I find that the 
feast of S. Lifard or Liphard was kept in the diocese of Cambrai 
on the 4th February, whilst the memory of S. Liudhard was 
associated with that of the first Christian king of Kent, on the 
24th of the same month, in the church of Canterbury. The 
names are indeed distinct. In the ordinary old English form 
the first element of each respectively would be Leod, Leaf; and 
these would dialectically vary Liod, Liud, Liut, Liob, 7Ji//>, 
Liup. The second element, heard, is the same in each.

For full infonnation respecting S. Lifford I referred to the 
Bollandist Acta Sanctorum, vol. iii. The legend there given is 
derived from a MS. which was in the hands of Nicholas Belfort, 
a Canon Regular of the monastery of S. John Baptist des Vignes, 
near Soissons, about the year 1650.   It runs as follows * : 

* " Tempore quo Dagobertus imperium Galliie tenebat, rex Cadruelis Anglicis gentibus 
" jura dabat, adverstis quam rex Gallic tantft vitl jestuabat, lit et quantum posset crudclitatem 

exerceret, et ad majora, si quando daretur occasio, animum pararet. Ecce autcm volenti 
animo optata adest facultas. Cadruelis enim ille filiiun eiusdem nominis genuerat, (jut, 
divitiis regni cor non apponens, sed sub Christi veneratione peregrinationem cligens, 
S. Petri beneficia petiturus, Romam adire clecrevit. Prsemisit autem regi Gallic, per 
cujns regioneserat transilurus, legatos ; quibus non pacem sed comminationes referentibus, 
tamen vir Deo devotus, timorem Domini timori hominum anteponens, prsemissim mortem 
inire elcgit quam decretft peregrinatione abstinere. Huic socius aderat vir venerahtlis 
vita: Liphardus, B. Onastancii Londriarum prjesulis, (quam summit veneratione dignantur 
Angli.) germanus, ipse Cantorbias pontifex, in hoc regis itinere divini officii et sancta: 
exhortationis minister. Clluis vitas ordir.em sui compatriotje celebrant, et novissimonur. eius 
apud nos gesta insignia prtstinK sanctitatis argumenta esse possunt Hi ergo cum im- 
mensd fideiium multitudine in adversarii finis transvecti, prinaquam rei fama impios aures
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" At the time when Dagobert held the empire of Gaul, King 
" Cadruelis gave laws to the English nations. Against him the 
" king of Gaul was inflamed with so great rage, that he exercised 
" his cruelty as much as ever he coukl; and prepared his mind 
" for greater things if ever an occasion should be given. That 
" Cadruelis had begotten a son of the same name, who, not 
" setting heart on the riches of a kingdom, but preferring a 
" pilgrimage in veneration of Christ, determined to visit Rome 
" to seek the benefits of S. Peter. He sent, however, before him 
" ambassadors to the king of Gaul, through whose territories he 
" was to pass ; and, although they brought back not peace but 
" menaces, the man devoted to God, setting the fear of the Lord 
" before the fear of men, preferred to encounter threatened death, 
" than to abstain from the pilgrimage on which he had resolved. 
" To him was companion Liphard, a man of venerable life, 
" himself bishop of Canterbury, minister of the divine office and 
" of holy exhortation in this journey of the king, brother of 
" Blessed Onastantius, whom the Angles consider worthy of the 
" highest veneration. His compatriots celebrate the order of his 
" life; and the famous acts of his end amongst us may be proofs 
" of his pristine sanctity. These therefore, conveyed to the 
" borders of the enemy with an immense multitude of the 
" faithful, passed over before the report of the affair touched 
" wicked ears ; but fury, determined on destruction, chafes at the 
" delay, saying, 'Though they have escaped us as they went, 
" ' neither our negligence nor their cleverness in keeping out of 
" ' the way shall deliver them as they come back.' Spies, there- 
" fore, to watch their return were despatched in every direction ; 
" and when they had fulfilled their vow and were on the point of 
" regaining their fatherland, as they had reached the forest of 
"Arida Gamantia, the ministers of iniquity spring up together,

' tangeret, transierunt. Furor vcro ad ruinam pneceps, dilatione ingemit. diccns ' Et licet 
' no* abeuntes fefeUerunt, redeuntes tamen non liberabet ulla nostrave scgnities vel corum 
' vitabunda sagacitas.' Missis igitur circumquaque ministris qui illorum rcditum otjser- 
varent, cum cxpleto yoto ill! jam in patriam rcverterentur, ut ad nernum Arid* (lamantise 
venuim est, satellites iniquitalis consurgunt, truccidant untversos, inter quos el H. I.iford'Tn 
presutem, Deum invocamum, martyrio consummarutit. Cuius corpus ab incotis cuiusdam

' runs quod Trescaltum appcllatur, sub quodam arbore sepultum cst.
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" and kill them all; and amongst them they consummated with 
" martyrdom the blessed bishop Lifard invoking God. His body 
" was buried under a tree by the inhabitants of a district which is 
" called Trescaltum." This story, at first sight, presents certain 
difficulties, but they disappear completely on close investigation ; 
and in seeking their solution, we are encouraged by the con 
sciousness that we are dealing with the history of a real person, 
the tangible contemporary evidence of whose existence is before 
us, accompanied by the circumstance that it was found in the 
neighbourhood of the city of which he is said to have been 
bishop.

For the time of this story, the lowest limit is the death of 
Dagobert I, A.D. 638. From our own chronicles we have learned 
nothing' as yet of hostilities between him and the kings of the 
Britons of this island ; but he was engaged in a war with Judicael, 
king of the Armoric Britons, between whose family and theirs 
there were most intimate relations. This war was ended by the 
submission of Judicael in 635.

Cadruelis, who " gave laws to the English nations," is un. 
doubtedly the illustrious Cadwallawn, the Cadvalla of Ven. 
Bseda's history, King of Gwynedd. His father, Cadvan, bears 
the proud title, catamanus rex sapientisimus opinatisimus omnium 
regum, on his tombstone at Llangadwalader in Anglesey; and 
he who probably caused this epitaph to be written, apparently 
asserting for his father precisely that pre-eminence amongst the 
Kings of the Britons which is ascribed to him in the Brut,  
struggled earnestly until the day of his death to maintain for 
himself that pre-eminence. In fourteen battles, it is said, and 
sixty skirmishes, with few reverses, he extended his influence over 
the Angle and Saxon states of the south, Kent alone excepted; 
and he completed his work by the overthrow of Eadwine in 633, 
and the conquest of Northumbria in 634; seeming thus to 
inaugurate a restoration of the British ascendancy. In this, 
according to the Brut, he was assisted by the King of the 
Armoric Britons, at whose court he had been brought up.

Now, in the year before his victory over Eadwine, " The block-



5. Martin's Church Yard, Canterbury. 107

'* ade of King Catguallaun in Glannauc island,"* is recorded in 
the Annals of Cambria.

As the island, now Priestholm. is but small, this seems to 
indicate that he was assailed by a fleet; and as there is no proba 
bility that any one of the Angle states was in a condition to carry 
on naval warfare, the statements in our story about the hostility of 
Dagobert appear to be supported.

The next notice, which belongs to the year 633, " Guidgar 
" comes and does not return,"! compared with the following 
passage, from a MS. chronicle of the events of Dagobert's war with 
the Britons, belonging to the chapter of S. Briene, in Bretagne, 
 " Guido, count of Chartres, captured by the Britons," j makes 
this clearer, as it presents Franks and insular Britons undeniably 
in conflict.

How strangely these little fragments of history come together 
to confirm this part of our story !

t.

Cadwallaun fell, his army was routed, and the power of the 
Britons shattered for ever, on the height of Heavenfield, near 
Hexham, in 635. We cannot overlook the coincidence of Judi- 
cael's submission, when Cadwallaun's overthrow deprived him of 
all prospect of assistance from Britain.

Then let us observe the verisimilitude of the statement, that 
the son of Cadruelis requested from Dagobert the favour of an 
unmolested passage through his dominions. When he knew that 
peace was made, he might well presume so far. Yet Dagobert, 
under whose protection the son and grandson of Eadwine were 
then living, was scarcely likely to extend this favour to the son 
of Cadwallaun ; and, though he had settled the continental 
reckoning, he was pleased to regard the insular account as still 
outstanding.

The prince, however, has vowed a pilgrimage, and go he will 
in spite of Dagobert's threats. He sets forth, accompanied by 
a host, whose numbers enabled them to pursue their journey

* " Obscssio Catguollaun regis in insula Glannauc."
i " Guidgar venit et non redit, Kal. Januar."

t " Guido comes Carnotensis a Britannia captus." Guido for Guidgar is an instance of 
the very common practice of abbreviating Teutonic names.
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unmolested; but their enemies are prepared for them as they 
return. On their way to the nearest ports of embarkation for 
England they are obliged to pass through the northern province 
of Dagobert's kingdom, and they are encountered and slaughtered 
in the forest of Ardennes, between the Sambre and the Scheldt.

The Sambre, I cannot doubt, is intended in the following 
passage of the Annals of Cambria. It belongs to the year after 
the battle of Heavenfield, A.D. 636 : " Slaughter of Sabrina and 
" murder of Judris."* For the corresponding notices, in the 
Annals of Ulster and Tighcarnach : " Battle of Judris, King of 
"the Britons,"! and "Battle of Judruis, King of the Britons, who 
" fell therein,":[ show that Judris or Judruis was the successor of' 
Cadwallaun. Our story, therefore, is confirmed as to the fact that 
such a successor perished there, in a hostile encounter ; whilst the 
difference of the name may be accounted for by supposing that 
an earlier MS. was injured in this place, and that the copyist, 
seeing the remains of a resemblance  dru , concluded that the 
father and son had the same name. Now the fact that a son of 
Cadwallaun actually made a pilgrimage from which he did not 
return to Britain, throws unexpected light on the successive cor 
ruption of the history of Cadwalader, a later prince of this family.

Writing early in the ninth century, Nennius mentions a king of 
Gwynedd, Catgobail, who withdrew his army during the night 
before the battle, and so, alone of all the kings of the Britons, 
escaped the slaughter of Winwaed field, A.D. 655 ; for which he 
was stigmatised as " Catguommedd," (" battle avoider.") Then, 
speaking of Oswin, son of /Ethelfrith, he says, " Whilst he 
"reigned, a mortality of men came,-Catgualart reigning amongst 
" the Britons after his father, and in it he perished."§ The 
pestilence of the reign of Oswin was in 664 ; so that the natural 
inference would be that Catgualart was son of the king who 
avoided battle nine years before.

The earliest MS. of the Annals of Cambria, of the tenth

* " Strages Sabrina: ct jugulatiu Judris." t " Helium Judris rcgis Britonum."
\ " Cath Judruis ri Breton qui in co cecidil."

§ " Osguid filius Eadlfrid I)um ipse regnabat venit mortalitas hominum, Catguolart 
*' regnante apud Hritones post patrem suum, et in ea periit."
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century' (apparently the first attempt of a Cambrian Briton to 
reduce scattered notes and traditions into chronological order), 
says, "There was a great mortality in Britain, in which 
" Catgualart son of Catguolaun died."*

Instead of " in which, &c." the later MSS. of the thirteenth 
century have these remarkable variations : (i) " for which Cad- 
" waladir, son of Catwallaun, fled to Less Britain;"! (2) "and 
" King Cadwalladir abandoned Britain, and went to the Armoric 
" region."! In all it is placed under the year corresponding to 
A.D. 682, and appears to refer to the pestilence of the year 681 ; 
and this is the date with which the Brut y Tywysogion (also of 
the thirteenth century) begins. " Six hundred and eighty-one 
" was the year of Christ when the great mortality happened over 
" all Britain, and in that year Kadwaladyr the blessed, son of 
" Cadwallawn, son of Cattian, king of the Britons, died at Rome 
" on the 12th of May."

The different versions of the Brut agree in saying, that 
Cadwaladir went to Armorica at the time of the pestilence, that 
he purposed returning to Britain, but was supernaturally warned 
to abandon his intention, and that he made a pilgrimage to Rome, 
and died there. But in all their variations for the date of his 
death,  uth May, 687 or 688, i2th Deceruber, 688, i2th Kal. 
May, 689, they betray the fact, that they are confounding him 
with the West Saxon King Ceadwealh, whose pilgrimage to Rome, 
and death there on the day last mentioned, are indisputable 
historic facts.

In these variations we see a gradual development of the 
story : (i) Cadwaladir dies of a pestilence, apparently in Britain, 
and in 664 ; (2) he is represented as a son of Cadwallaun; (3) 
he goes to Armorica to avoid the pestilence ; (4) he proceeds to 
Rome, and dies there. All this is satisfactorily accounted for by 
the supposition that the compilers of these annals had cognizance 
of three distinct traditions : (i) That a son of Cadwallaun went

* " Mortaliuts magna fuit in Britannia in qua? Catgualart films Catguolaum obtit."
t " Pro qua Cadwaladir filius Calwallaun in Minorcm Hritanniam amfugit."
\ "Et Cadwalladir rex Dritanniam dercliquit ct ad Armoricam regioncm pcrrexit."
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on a pilgrimage to Rome, from which he did not return to 
Britain; (2) that Cadwaladir died of the pestilence; (3) that 
Ceadwealh went on a pilgrimage to Rome, and there died.

The historic facts will be : A.D. 636, Judruis, son of Cad- 
wallaun, king of Gwynedd, slain on the banks of the Sambre, on 
his return from a pilgrimage to Rome ; 664, Cadwaladir, king of 
Gwynedd, died of the pestilence in Britain; 689, Ceadwealh, 
king of the West Saxons, &c.

So far, then, from being in any way opposed to historic truth, 
our story enables us to explain, in a way altogether unexpected, 
the fragmentary notices in the Annals of Cambria, and the 
Chronicle of S. JJriene, and the corrupt developments of the 
history of Cadwaladir; and so encourages us to enter on a calm 
investigation of the startling circumstances, that Onastantius 
and Lifarclus, brothers, were bishops respectively of London and 
Canterbury, at a time when Ven. Bseda represents the see of 
London as vacant, and that of Canterbury as occupied by 
Honorius.

The writer speaks of the memory of each as holden in venera 
tion by the Angles of his day; and the phrase Anglids gentibns 
seems to refer the original composition of this story to the time 
when England was divided into several kingdoms. Yet no writer 
of the Anglo-Saxon age, as far as we know, handed down even 
their names to the chroniclers of Norman times. Of the period 
in which they must have lived Ven. Baeda is almost the only 
historian ; his information was very imperfect with regard to 
Southumbrian affairs; and, on more than one occasion, I have 
had the opportunity of supplementing it from unimpeachable 
sources.

I must first remark, that the name Onastantius is an indication 
of imperfection in the original MS., like what I have noticed in 
the case of Judruis, and was probably Constantius. Then, as 
far as he is concerned, the fact that he is introduced at all, 
although in no way necessary to the story, is a striking mark of 
its truth. It cannot be supposed that the writer could have 
invented such a personage, or have said, by way of explaining
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who Lifard was, that he was brother of a personage of whom 
his readers had never heard. So there is good reason to believe 
that there were other traditions of Constantius bishop of London.

Mellitus was expelled from the see of London by the sons of 
Saeberht in 617 ; and, after they had fallen in conflict with the 
West Saxons, their successors would not allow him to return, for 
they did not recognise the supremacy of Kent, as Sseberht had 
done.*

Ven. Bseda leads us to suppose that nothing was done for the 
conversion of the East Saxons for thiity-six years, for he had no 
information as to their history during that period.

There are doubtless fragments of truth, though much confused 
and mixed with error, in that part of the Brut which professes to 
relate the history of Cadvan and Cadwallaun, and their connection 
with Eadwine of Northumbria ; and I believe that the East 
Saxons were acting under the influence of Cadwallaun, (whom the 
Brut represents as paramount south of the Humber, as Eadwine 
was beyond.) Then on Cadwallaun would devolve the duty of 
providing a bishop, for the sake of the British Christians 
especially, if not for the conversion of the Saxons; a successor 
to Theon, who fled from his see into Wales, not many years 
before S. Augustine came. For Constantius, therefore, there is 
room. With Lifard, the case is altogether different, for the see 
of Canterbury was undoubtedly filled by Honorius from A.D. 627 
to 654..

It must be remarked, however, that there were occasionally two 
bishops in one see. At the synod of Aries, A.D. 314, there were 
two from London, Restitutus and Adelfius. At the synod of 
Paris, A.D. 614, there were two from Lisieux, two from Besancon, 
and two from Toulouse; and at the synod of Bourdeaux, 
A.D. 663, there were two from Conserans. There must have been 
two archbishops of Lyons, who were murdered in 657, for the 
strictly contemporary "Vita S. Wilfridi," names Dalfinus, who 
had adopted S. Wilfrith as his son ; and equally trustworthy

* " Non cnim tanta erat ei (sc. Eadbaldp) quanta patri ipsius rcgni polcstas, ut etiam 
'* nolentibus el contradicicntibus pacanis antistitem suz posset ccclesic rodderc." H.E. ii, 6.
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Prankish evidence names Annemund. At the synod of Clofeston, 
A.D. 742, the following bishops were present (I supply in paren 
thesis the names of their sees): Cuthberht (Canterbury), Unita 
(Lichfield), Torhthelm (Leicester), Wilfrith (Worcester), Cuth 
berht, Huetlac, Eanfrith (Helmham), Egclaf (Dummuc), Alning 
(Sidnachester), Hunwald, Daniel (Winchester), Aldnulf (Ro 
chester), ^Kthelfrith (Helmham), Hereunald (Sherburne), Sicga 
(Selsey), Rcdnulf.

The province comprised the metropolitan, and twelve suffragan 
sees. Yet here there are sixteen, although Ingwald of London is 
absent, and there is no one to represent Hereford. Helmham 
appears to be represented by two; so that if we allow one of the- 
four, whom we cannot place, to Hereford, four at least of those 
who were present must have been coadjutors to bishops in 
ordinary of the province.

In 1087 died Godwine, bishop of S. Martin's at Canterbury; 
and it is said that Lanfranc considered it unbecoming that there 
should be more than one bishop in a city, and made it a rule 
that there should be no more bishops of that title. Now at 
Besangon, one of the cities which was represented by two bishops 
at the synod of Paris, there were two cathedral churches, each 
claiming the honour of maternity, until they were united in the 
thirteenth century. So the tradition is very probable, that S. 
Martin's, a church in which the divine worship had been inter 
rupted for a short time only, if interrupted at all, and where a 
bishop had sitten for years before S. Augustine's coming, was 
honoured by a succession of bishops from the time of Theodore; 
and it is possible that this succession commenced earlier, even 
from the death of Liudhard ; although Christchurch, another relic 
of the earlier Christianity of Britain, had been preferred for the 
metropolitan dignity. If we find no notice of them in history 
except this one, we may be reminded that there is no instance, 
but the one above mentioned, of two bishops having represented 
Besangon in synod together ; and of the extreme rarity of monu 
ments of bishops " in fartihis" although the bishops themselves 
were by no means rare. As the bishops who attest charters rarely
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add the names of their sees, it is impossible to distinguish such 
as these from the rest. One, perhaps, was present at Clofeston 
in 743 ; and Frignunald, Alric, and Tatnoth, who attested charters 
of Osric and Oshere, princes of the Heviccas, and Berhtnulf, king 
of the Mercians,* may have been coadjutors respectively of the 
archbishops Theodore, Berhtwold, and Ceolnoth.

One clear instance, however, we have, not indeed of a bishop 
of S. Martin's expressly, but of a plurality in the see of Canter 
bury. We have an undoubtedly genuine charter,! dated 28th 
August, 831, attested by archbishop Walfred. Under the year 829, 
MS. F. of the English Chronicle says 

" Abbot Felogild was chosen after him to the archbishop's 
"throne, 7 Kal. May, and he was hallowed 5 Id. June, on a 
"Sunday, and he died 3 Kal. September."

This MS. contains several notices of Kentish affairs which the 
others have not ; but the note, "Sunday, 5 Id. June," belongs to 
the year 827. Felogild, therefore, was consecrated four years and 
more before Walfred died.

All the other MSS. agree in the following statement: 
" An. DCCCXXX. Here Ceolnoth was chosen to be bishop 

"and ordained, and abbot Felogild died."
MS. F. has, in Latin " eligitur iti archiepiscopatum Cantias, 

" III Kal. Julii, et cpnsecratur eodem anno VI Kal. Septembris."
Thus Ceolnoth was chosen " bishop" after Felogild's consecra 

tion, and consecrated three days before Felogild died. If Felogild 
was coadjutor to Walfred, surely Ceolnoth would be bishop of 
S. Martin's; but he too received the pallium before Walfred's 
death, for there is a charter attested by Walfred and Ceolnoth 
together, { each as archbishop, and the abbots and clergy of the 
church of Canterbury.

Now that we have seen what were the possibilities of a plurality 
of bishops at Canterbury, let us go back to the beginning of the 
history of the metropolitan see, and enquire what was the proba 
bility of a plurality at the time of our story. When S. Augustine

* C. D. XII, XXXVI, LXXVIII. -f C. D. CCXXVII. | C. D. CCXXV.

I
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had received consecration from the bishop of Aries, S. Gregory 
urged him to consecrate bishops in neighbouring places as soon as 
possible, so that three bishops at least, or four, might assist in 
future consecrations. Liudhard was already at hand; and we 
may believe that S. Augustine and he consecrated Laurence at 
once, so as to make up the needful number, three, without 
assigning to him any separate diocese, but designating him as 
successor at Canterbury. In 604, the dioceses of London and 
Rochester were established, and Mellitus and Justus consecrated 
for them.

Now the first Kentish charter* is dated in that year, 28th April, 
and it is undoubtedly genuine, ^thelberht grants land to the 
church of Rochester, where Justus is bishop, " with the counsel 
" of bishop Laurence and of all my princes." Why is there no 
mention of S. Augustine ? Because he is at Canterbury, which 
./Ethelberht has given up to him ; and ^Ethelberht keeps his court 
at Reculvers, Laurence residing with him.

There are now five bishops ; two at Canterbury, and one each 
at Reculvers, Rochester, and London; and in the event of one 
dying there will be four to consecrate another. S. Gregory's 
instruction is fully carried out.

In Register B. of the chapter of S. Paul's, London, there is an 
abstract of a later charter of yEthelberht.f The first clause 
abridges the words of the grant in a narrative form, and I see no 
reason why it may not represent a genuine original. It concludes 
in what may be regarded as the actual words 

" Ego episcopus Mellitus una cum rego yEthelberto Hunfridum 
" episcopum subscribere rogavi.'

" Signum manus Hunfridi-episcopi »S Signum manus Letharii 
" episcopi Sf &c."

Here Letharius appears to represent Liudhard. Hunfrid must 
be a Frankish bishop, come over to help Mellitus.

Now, passing over about twenty years, on the death of Justus, 
A.D. 627, we find, (as far as Ven. Breda's information goes), only

' C D. I. t C. D. DCCCCLXXXII.
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one bishop left in Britain, Paulinus,* consecrated to the see of 
York two years before. Beside him, the only survivor of the 
disciples of S. Gregory and associates of S. Augustine is Honorius, 
who meets him at Lincoln to be consecrated to Canterbury. 
Surely there is great need of bishops here, if only to fill up 
S. Gregory's required number; yet Ven. Baeda has nothing to 
tell us of anything done. Birinus comes in 634, seeking only a 
field to labour in, and he is at once sent away to preach to the 
West Saxons, as if there were no need of him in Kent; and 
Paulinus, a fugitive from York, is placed in the vacant see of 
Rochester, about the same time. Is Honorius wanting in the 
zeal which characterized S. Augustine ? Not so, if we accept our 
story as evidence that there were two bishops besides, Constantius 
and Lifard, of whom Ven. Baeda knew nothing. With them there 
would be three bishops at the consecration of Honorius, which 
then would make up the number four; in 634 there would be 
five; and in 636, when S. Felix came, and was sent to the East 
Angles, six. So not only is there room for them, they are actually 
needed to fill up the number required by S. Gregory's instructions.

How beautifully consistent, too, with all this is the statement 
that Lifard went on pilgrimage in 635 or 6, after the arrival of 
Paulinus in Kent rendered his assistance less urgently necessary 
to Honorius. Indeed, every circumstance seems to combine to 
establish the probability that Lifard was associated with Honorius 
at Canterbury, and was bishop of the very church within whose 
precincts this precious coin was found.

At the synod of Rheims, A.D. 625, Leobardus, bishop of 
Nantes, subscribes the last in order, as if he were the youngest 
bishop there. He appears once more, for the last time, at the 
synod of Clichy, A.D. 626. At another synod of Clichy, A.D. 633, 
his diocese is not represented; but at the synod of Paris, 
A.D. 638, Taurinus, his successor, subscribes in the second place, 
as if he were the oldest bishop but one, and that one is Palladius

* As we have had occasion to speak, now and then, of British Christians at this time, we 
may advert to the fact that Paulinus, who was associated with S. Augustine by S. Gregory 
in 601, was himself a Uriton, according to a respectable British tradition. Ncnnius says 
that his name was Run and his father's Urbgen.
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of Auxerne, who was consecrated in 622 ; and he is followed by 
Eligius, who was one of the senior bishops in the synod of 633. 
It follows that Leobardus had vacated the see of Nantes, and 
that Taurinus had succeeded him many years before 638.

There is, therefore, nothing unreasonable in the supposition, 
that he had left his Armorican flock in order to take part in the 
labours of Justus, and perhaps especially on behalf of the 
British population in Kent. To him and his brother, and we 
see now an additional reason for supposing that the latter had 
come to Britain under the auspices of Cadwallaun, the British 
prince Judruis would be more naturally attracted than to the 
associates and disciples of S. Augustine.

Thus the whole story is proved to be beautifully consistent 
with the circumstances of the time ; and, supported by the 
evidence of this invaluable coin, it enables us to add a little 
chapter to the Ecclesiastical History of Ven. Baeda, and two names, 
Constantius and Lifard, Franks, to those of Felix the Burgundian, 
and Birinus the Longobard, men who forsook more pleasant 
fields of labour at home to evangelize our forefathers. More 
still than this, it confirms our confidence in the document con 
tained in the Register of St. Paul's, and warrants us in bringing 
to light the forgotten name of one who probably prepared the 
way for them, and whose example they followed Bishop 
Hunfrid.


