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I N three previous papers, I have had the pleasure of laying 
before the Society all the information that former authors 

have bequeathed to us concerning the larger Roman stations of 
the county, Lancaster, Ribchester, and Manchester, with com 
ments upon their statements, and additional notes regarding such 
discoveries as have been made in recent years.

In the present paper I propose to treat of the minor castra 
erected and held by the Roman forces during the three and a 
half centuries of their occupation of Lancashire and of Britain.

The most noted of these is at Overburrow, only just inside the 
county, being about two miles south of Kirkby-Lonsdale in 
Westmoreland. From the fact of its distance from Ribchester, 
now identified with Bremetonacae, on the one side, and from the 
Roman station at Borrowbridge (Alio or Alionis) on the other, it 
is now generally admitted to be the Galacum of the Tenth Iter 
of Antoninus and the Galatum of Ptolemy; which seems con 
firmed by the name of the small river (the Lac) at whose junction 
with the Lone it is situated. As the site of this station is now 
the ground upon which a mansion stands, with large grounds 
attached, it has completely disappeared from above ground, 
though doubtless many remains are still buried beneath the 
surface of the lawn and gardens. We have therefore only the 
testimony of earlier writers to rely upon. 
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68 Minor Roman Stations of Lancashire.

The first in order of these is Leland, who in his Itinerary 
(temp. Henry VIII) thus speaks of it: 

" Borrow now a vyllage set in Lunesda/e, a vi Myles beneath 
" the Foote of Dentdale hath been by likelyhood some notable 
" Towne. The Plough menne find there yn ering, lapides 
" quadrates, and many other straunge thinges ; and this place is 
" much spoken of, of the Inhabitans there."

Camden, who visited the place at the close of the i6th century, 
thus speaks of it: 

" As soon as the Lone enters Lancashire, the Lac, a little river, 
"joyns it from the east. In this place stands Overburrow, a 
" small country village, but that it was formerly a great City, 
" upon a large plot of ground between the Lac and the Lone, and 
" being besieged, was forced to surrender by famine, is what the 
"Inhabitants told me, who have it by tradition from their An- 
" cestors, and certain it is, that the place makes proof of its own 
" Antiquity, by many ancient Monuments, Inscriptions, chequer'd 
" Pavements and Roman Coins; as also by this modern name, 
" which signifies a Burrow." He then tells us that he considered 
it to be Bremetonacae. (Gibson's Camden, edit. 1722, p. 976.)*

Why we have not copies of the inscriptions found there, and 
named by Camden, has always been a puzzle to antiquaries, as at 
every station where inscribed stones existed he has preserved the 
inscriptions. Rauthmel, in his History of Overborough, conjectures 
that they were amongst some antiquities which Camden and Sir 
R. Cotton shipped in a vessel which foundered at sea. This is 
the most likely explanation.

Horsley, in his Britannia Romana (1732), adopts Camden's 
hypothesis as to the castrum being Bremetonacae, but gives no 
further information as to the site.

In 1740, the mansion above-named was built, and the greater 
part of the entrenchments levelled. In making the necessary 
excavations for the former, there was found a large brass coin of 
Vespasian, some paterae and other vessels, a praefericulum, a

* Up to the date of his 3rd edition (1590) Camden held the opinion that Ribchester was 
Bremttotiacac, and Overburrow Galncunt, from the name of the river 2*ac; but he subse 
quently changed his opinion, and erroneously considered the latter to be Brewitonacat.



PLATE I. H. S. L. C.

FIG. i. Gold Bulla, from Overborough. FIG. a. Gold Bulla, from Manchester.

FIGS. 3, 4. Fragments of Roman Tiles, found at Quemmore Park, near Lancaster.

FIG. 5. Head of a Roman Altar, at Wigan.
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circular piece of dark purple glass, about an inch in diameter, 
" waved round with a white serpentine line and perforated in the 
" midst." A golden bulla, a class of antique of which the only 
other specimen found in Britain was that discovered in the 
Irwell at Manchester, (see Plate I, Fig. 2,) and described in my 
paper on that fortress, was picked up by a lady of the Fenwick 
family the (owners) upon the lawn (see Plate I, Fig. i); and in 
an old wall was found, built up, an altar, bearing upon one side 
a figure of a bird, like an owl, and on the other a securis and 
secespita were sculptured. On the front was this inscription 

DEO SAN
CONTR
EBI VA 

TA POSV

Various readings and expansions of this inscription have been 
proposed, but the latest and best is that of Professor Hiibner of 
Berlin, who expands it as, Deo San(cto) Contrebi V(alerins) Atta 
posu(it). Like the word CONTRE, in the altar of Jalonus found 
at Lancaster, he considers the CONTREBI to be derived from the 
Hispano-Roman town named Contrebia. (For other readings of 
this inscription see Rauthmel's Antiquitaies Bremetonacenses, 
p. 102 ; Gentleman's Magazine, 1759, p. 407 ; Whitaker's History 
of Richmondshire, vol. ii, p. 269 ; Baines' History of Lancashire, 
edit. 1836, vol. iv, p. 609 ; Gough's Camiten, 1789, vol. iii, p. 140). 
This altar is now unfortunately lost. Engravings of the Over- 
borough and Manchester bullae, both now lost or hidden, I annex.

The erection of the mansion does not, however, seem to have 
immediately obliterated all trace of the castrum ; for Britton, in 
his Lancashire volume (No. 9) of the Beauties of England and 
Wales, tells us that in 1807 the ramparts on the east and south 
sides were still visible.

An urn containing burnt bones was subsequently found under 
the turf of the lawn; but the discoveries since 1740 have been 
almost nil. Dr. Whitaker says "Since his (Rauthmel's) time" 
(1746) " no addition has been made, nor was likely to be made,



7O Minor Roman Stations of Lancashire.

" on the site of a large dwelling house and offices, or beneath the 
" surface of a smooth undisturbed lawn, and I have repeatedly 
" and vainly explored every building and hovel, every wall and 
" loose stone about the place for an altar, inscription, or fragment; 
" nay, so nearly had the tradition of an ancient city, so rife in 
" the days of Camden and Leland, disappeared in the beginning 
"of the nineteenth'century, that a gentleman who inhabited the 
" manor house, while he liberally gave me permission to inspect 
" the premises, gravely assured me that he had indeed heard an 
" idle story of some ancient city on the place, but that the whole 
" was a mere invention."

In the second edition of RauthmePs work (1824) it is said, 
p. 137 "Of the remains of antiquity at Overborough, nothing 
" now is visible, with the exception of the head of a pillar with 
" a human face sculptured upon three of its sides, lying at the 
" door of the gardens, and said to have been dug up at the time 
" the garden ground was trenched ; and a fragment of an elegantly- 
" figured stone, without any inscription thereon, in the wall of a 
" barn on the road side."

The next station in point of size, and also of importance, was 
on the summit of a hill called Castercliflf, about a mile to the 
south of the town of Colne. It is a parallelogram, of about 380 
feet by 340, with the corners rounded off, as in many other Roman 
stations. This refers to the internal measurement of the walls ; 
but there has been a double vallum and fosse, surrounding the 
station, the dimensions of which are about 550 feet by 520. In 
addition to these, the S.VV. side was protected by a deep gully. 
Great quantities of stones, belonging to the walls and interior 
buildings of the station, lie about the ground, most of them half 
buried in the soil, but all seem in a semi-vitrified state. The 
Society possesses in its Museum two specimens of these stones, 
presented by the late Mr. T. T. Wilkinson, January ist, 1857. 
The vallum is at present about a foot high from the interior 
level.

A Roman road from Ribchester, another from Slack (Cam- 
bodunum), and another leading northwards from the station, have
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been traced here; but the traces of them are faint, and they are 
by no means large roads, in fact seem to be of the Lower Empire. 
Roman coins have occasionally been found at the foot of the 
hill, and several hoards within a few miles of it (as we shall see 
hereafter); but no inscription or other antiquities have been 
recorded as being discovered. A large number of British earth 
works are in the immediate neighbourhood, and two smaller 
Roman forts, which I will describe immediately. From the fact 
of its etymology, and also from the town of Colne bearing the 
name of Calna in a charter of the time of Henry I, it has been 
thought by most antiquaries that the station was that called 
Calnnio by the anonymous chorographer, Ravennas. This is very 
probable, but present information neither confirms nor disproves 
it, though future discoveries may at any moment throw light upon 
it. It is also probable, from the discoveries of single coins here 
and there, that the suburban buildings of the station extended 
down to the bank of the river Calder, where modern Colne now 
stands. Traces of outworks are also visible between Castercliff 
and Colne.

The station called Rigodimum by the geographer Ptolemy, was, 
according to his latitude and longitude, apparently in Lancashire, 
but until further discoveries of inscriptions enlighten us, we 
cannot tell its exact position.

As I have previously written, (ArchcsologicalJournal, vol. xxviii, 
pp. 114; 115 ; vol. xxx, p. 153 ; and Transactions of this Society, 
vol. xxviii, p. 69,) there remains little doubt but that Wigan 
represents the station Cocrium of the tenth Iter of Antoninus. 
Its distance from Manchester (MancuniumJ, and from Ribchester 
(Bremetonacae), agrees exactly with the mileage of the Antonine 
Itinerary; and the fact of three Roman roads (at least) meeting 
there, the traces of a ditch and agger visible round the town so 
late as 1836, its standing on the summit of a hill with four 
principal streets and gates (in the Roman manner), Wall Cate, 
Mill Gate, Standish Gate, and Hall Gate, confirm the fact. 
Roman pottery has occasionally been found, and sepulchral urns, 
containing burnt bones, have been turned up. Four of the latter
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are in the Society's Museum. A fine aureus of Vitellius (A.D. 69), 
found in Wigan Mesnes, is also in possession of the Society; 
and according to the Liverpool Mercury, of May 26th, 1837,  
" A number of Roman coins, some so defaced as to be illegible, 
" others of the reigns of Probus, Victorinus, Gallienus, and 
" Tetricus, were dug up in removing some old stone work at 
" Wigan the other day."

This passage I have before quoted in my paper on " Some 
" Inedited Discoveries of Roman Remains in Lancashire and 
" Cheshire," and from it infer that the stonework named was 
Roman. Intervening between the large stations of Mancunium 
and Bremetonacae, Coccium would probably be a mere mansio or 
mutafio.

Since writing the above, I have examined (as far as it is possible 
to do so) a Roman altar, now built into the splay of the east side 
of the window of the tower in the Parish Church at Wigan. It 
was found (during some restorations at the church) under the 
communion table, circa 1847, and was then placed in its present 
position. From its being only partially visible, it is impossible to 
tell its exact dimensions, or whether it bears on one of its sides a 
Roman inscription. On the exposed face is a half-obliterated 
modern inscription, dated 1604. A drawing of the portion 
visible is annexed.*

There are two small though most interesting stations in the . 
vicinity of Burnley, which I have recently visited, and which are 
barely half a mile distant from each other. The first of these is 
of an oblong shape, and is situated upon Worsthorne Moor. It 
is called in the neighbourhood " R'ingstones Camp," and, as the 
crow flies, is about 2 ^ miles almost due east from Burnley. A 
small Roman way, paved with boulders, leads to it from a farm 
house called " Botten," this latter being situated on the road 
going northwards from Worsthorne towards Extwistle Hall. The 
Roman way, I ascertained by measurement, is only seven feet in 
width, and is at present about two feet above the level of the 
ground on the pasture land to the west of the open moor. The

* I am indebted for this to my friend, J. P. Earwaker, F.S.A.
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angles of the fort face the points of the compass, the lower 
portions of the walls are traceable round the whole area, although 
completely embedded in earth and long grass. They are about 
fifteen inches above the interior level. The ditch or fosse is also 
traceable around them, though much filled up. The measure 
ments of this camp are from N. angle to E. angle, 120 feet; 
from N. angle to gate on N.W. side, 73 feet; from N.\V, gate to 
W. angle, 77 feet; from W. angle to S. angle 107}^ feet; from 
S. angle to gateway on S.E. side, 66 feet; from this gateway to 
N. angle, 51^2 feet. Ruins of buildings are visible within the 
fort, especially on the S.W. side, near the S. angle, where they 
stand some 5 feet high, but buried in soil. There are also at 
this angle the remains of a tower buried in a mound of rubbish ; 
and on the S.E. side, near the E. angle, are the remains of an 
exterior building or tower joining the main wall. This building 
is 49 feet square. The gateways are evidently those called the 
Praetorian and Decuman gates, and they are nearly opposite 
each other. The road is lost beneath the surface of the moor 
for some distance between the pasture land and the fort, but 
becomes visible outside the S.W. wall.

A short distance beyond the N. angle of the fort, there is a 
steep and precipitous descent to the valley beneath, through 
which runs " Swinden Water;" and here are the reservoirs of the 
Burnley Waterworks. On the hill on the opposite side of the 
valley,'about half a mile distant, is the other station, which bears 
the name of "Twist Castle." It is, however, about 150 feet 
square; the remains of the walls and fosse are still traceable, the 
former being higher above the surface of the moor than those at 
Ringstones Camp. The gates are visible as at the latter ; and at 
the S.E. angle is a building sixty feet square. A circular tumulus 
of loose stones is close adjoining, and on some high ground to 
the east is a circular entrenchment, 58 yards in diameter. 
Several smaller tumuli of loose stones occur in the neighbourhood. 
Between these forts and Colne, a number of entrenchments and 
earthworks occur.

I narrowly scrutinised every stone in the neighbourhood of

L
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these forts, but could find nothing inscribed. Many stones were 
dressed in a manner unmistakably Roman, and others bore the 
appearance of tombstones, though if they had ever borne 
inscriptions, the latter had long since vanished. No coins or 
other antiquities are recorded to have been found at these 
stations ; but as they have not been disturbed for centuries, it is 
unlikely that anything would be discovered above ground. 
Excavations only can reveal these treasures, whether numismatic, 
epigraphic, or architectural. That much lies buried, the uneven 
surface of the ground is sufficient to show. These two forts, I 
opine, will be amongst those mentioned as being in this part of 
the country by the anonymous chorographer, Ravennas; but 
rather than wildly speculate as to their names, we must await 
further discoveries before identifying them.

It appears certain that the Portus Setantiorum, or " Haven of 
" the Setantii," named by the geographer Ptolemy as being south 
of Morecambe Bay, was in Lancashire, though unfortunately little 
reliance can be placed upon his statements of latitude and longi 
tude. It is equally certain that a fine Roman road of the Higher 
Empire, and, consequently, probably existing at the time when 
Ptolemy wrote, runs westward from Ribchester, and has been 
traced (as I shall shew in my paper on the Roman roads of the 
county) as far as the estuary of the Wyre, where no doubt the 
Portus Setantionim existed, though now destroyed by the en 
croachments of the sea. But on the way to the Wyre estuary, at 
Kirkham in the Fylde, this road seems to have had another small 
station upon it.

In a field, about halt" a mile from Kirkham, great quantities of 
wrought stone have been dug up, as if belonging to ruined build 
ings, with portions of Roman urns. In the " Mill Field," at 
various times, Roman pottery has been ploughed up, also a coin 
of Hadrian ; and in 1792, the bronze umbo of a shield was found 
in the brook at " Mill Hey Field," to the east of the town. It is 
thus described by Baines, in his History of Lancashire (edit. 1836), 
vol. iv, p. 377 "This antique, resembling the crown of a hat, 
" has four perforations for the thongs, and is decorated by figures



PLATE II. H.S. L. C.

BRONZE UMBO OF A ROMAN SHIELD. 

(Found at Kirkkam. Now in tlu BritM Museum.)
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" of an altar with flames ; a female sitting on a tripod ; two men, 
" one with a spear and mantle, and the other running ; a group 
" of spears and shields; two eagles ; two globes ; Mercury; and 
" a bird resembling a goose." After being in the possession 
of Sir W. Hamilton, and subsequently in the Tovvnley collec 
tion, this relic passed to the British Museum, where it is now 
preserved. Dr. Whitaker, who first engraved it, erroneously 
describes it as having been found at Garstang. The umbo has 
been re-engraved for this volume by Mr. Lewin, of London. (See 
Plate II.)

It was the first umbo of a Roman shield recorded to have been 
found in Britain, but since then two others have come to light, 
one at Matfen in Northumberland, which is identical in shape 
with that found at Kirkham, though destitute of any ornament, 
but bearing upon it, punched or drilled, the name of the com 
pany (centurid) to which its owner belonged, 0- RVSPI QVINTI. 
i.e., Centuria Ruspi Quinti: " The century of Ruspius Quintus." 
The second example was found at the bar of the river Tyne, but 
it is of oblong form, with a central boss, and is highly ornamented. 
From the inscription upon it, we find that it belonged to a soldier 
of the eighth legion.

Mr. Hard wick, in his History of Preston, p. 23, also states that 
" two copper coins of Hadrian were found near the church at 
" Poulton, and a large medal of Germanicus in a garden behind 
" the market place. A coin of Domitian has likewise been dis- 
" covered at the ' Breck,' which is near the 'Skippool,' or estuary 
" of the ' Skippon' Brook, at its junction with the Wyre. From 
"the direction of the road and the natural advantages of the 
 ' locality, it is probable the Roman vessels were ' beached' not 
" far from the ' Skippool.' "

At Upper Allithwaite, 3^ miles to the N.E. of Cartmel, there 
is a remarkable isolated conical hill, opposite the mouth of the 
Winster, now called Castlehead, but formerly " Atterpile Castle." 
It had the appearance, on the summit, of a rough neglected wood, 
until, about 1785, the late J. Wilkinson, Esq., the great ironmaster,
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turned it into an ornamental ground. Wherever the depth of 
soil invited cultivation, trees and shrubs were planted, and a 
number of paths were cut in the rock, &c. In making these 
alterations, a great quantity of antiquities were found, including 
seventy-five Roman coins ; rings of silver, brass, and iron ; beads 
of blue rag-stone, lead, clay, and glass ; a stone, supposed to have 
been a mould for casting silver rings; iron ore, boar's tusks, 
bones of deer, teeth of buffaloes and other animals, and portions 
of a human skeleton. There were also ninety-five stycas of the 
Northumbrian kings. Whether this spot was occupied by the 
Romans or not is a matter of conjecture the coins may have 
been in circulation in Saxon times, and the stycas prove occupa 
tion by the last-named people. A small urn, containing calcined 
bones, was found in " Yew Tree Field," in Allithwaite, in
1834.

In his History of Whalley, Dr. Whitaker supposes the existence 
of a station in the vicinity of Littleborough, near Rochdale, 
chiefly from the course of the Roman road between Manchester 
and Ilkley. Baines, in his History of Lancashire (edit. 1836), 
vol. ii, p. 645, improves upon this, and says that " the remains of 
" the Roman camp have, at the end of fifteen centuries, nearly 
" disappeared ; but the site of the works rears its lofty front a 
" little to the east of the village, and bears on its summit the 
" ancient mansion of Windy Bank."

As a matter of fact, no camp or other intrenchments have been 
known to exist here.* The only foundation for such a statement 
was the discovery of some coins (a hoard) a few miles off, which 
I shall describe shortly, and another interesting discovery which 
took place in 1801, at Tunshill, in the parish of Butterworth. 
Some labourers at work in a slate quarry, on the p'roperty of 
Robert Beswicke, Esq., of Pike House, came upon the repre-- 
sentation of a human right arm and hand, 10 inches in length, 
and weighing 6 oz., formed of pure silver. The hand was solid, 
the arm hollow, and the execution of both excellent. An annulet

* It is true that the term " Castle " is applied to a spot in the neighbourhood.
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of silver surrounded the arm above the elbow, it was not a sepa 
rate piece but one with the arm ; another was fastened round the 
wrist. From this latter depended a silver plate, which bore the 
following inscription, drilled through it: 

VICTORIAE
LEG.VI.VIC
VAL.RVFVS

V . S . L . M

i.e., Victoriac hgionis sextae rictrids, Valerius Rufus, rotttm solrit 
libens merito. This relic had evidently been a portion of a statue 
of Victory, which, to be in proportion with it, would be about two 
feet in height. It came into the possession of Dr. Whitaker, and 
was lately (if not now) in the possession of his daughter, Mrs. 
Guthrie, of Twiston Manor House, near Clitheroe. This lady, 
who resided chiefly in Paris, was there when the German army 
appeared before the city in 1870, and it was only two days before 
the complete investment that she was enabled to leave it. This 
relic, with other valuables, she took with her, and thus, after the 
lapse of sixteen centuries, it was again brought into the presence 
of hostile armies.

On the inside of the thumb a piece of solder remains, which 
renders it probable that the figure held a wreath or chaplet in 
the hand.

From the occurrence of a small paved road, which has been 
traced leading from the large Roman road between Wigan and 
Manchester, at Chorlton Fold, a few miles from the latter city, to 
what is called the "Castle Croft" at Blackrod, it has been 
supposed that a Roman station existed at the latter place, though 
no Roman remains have been found there. The road, which is 
only nine feet wide, has not, .however, been traced further. 
There may possibly have been some small exploratory post here, 
but certainly no regular station. This place is four or five miles 
N.E. of Wigan.

At Walton-le-Dale, close to Preston, and where the Roman road,
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coming northwards from Wigan, crosses the Ribble by a ford, Mr. 
Charles Hardwick in 1855 found evident traces of a small Roman 
post. A mound called the " Plump," and some adjoining land, 
to the extent of about 100 yards from east to west, were found to 
be full of fragments of Samian ware, &c. In the mound itself, at 
a depth of three feet, " a foundation wall, about eight yards 
" long, eighteen inches broad, and nearly a foot in depth, was 
" discovered." This wall, formed of irregularly-shaped fragments 
of the red sandstone rock of the neighbourhood, had no mortar. 
Above it was a layer of large boulders mixed with gravel, and 
upon this Roman remains, pottery, coins, &c., were discovered. 
In vol. viii of this Society's Transactions these remains are de 
scribed at length. A first brass of Antoninus Pius ; a second 
brass of Domitian; a coin of Germanicus ; and two illegible 
coins, were the numismatic portion of the find. Some fragments 
of thin sheet lead; two fragments of pewter vessels; several large 
iron nails; a small piece of copper; a small bronze fibula, with 
traces of purple enamel; another fibula of fine brass, with a 
circular figure in bright red enamel, having a small rod of iron, 
plated with silver, about 3 J^ inches long ; a portion of a quern ; 
and many fragments of Samian ware, bearing designs, were 
found ; also fragments of amphorce, &c. One handle of an 
amphora was inscribed FVCRM.

From the position of Burnley at the junction of the Calder 
and the Brun or Burn, on a tingula, from the occasional discovery 
of Roman coins there, and from the fact of one, if not more, 
Roman ways being traceable to it, there is little doubt of a small 
post having existed there. Fragments of Roman pottery, and 
funeral urns, containing burnt bones, have also been found.

On an eminence to the north of the village of Urswick, the 
foundations exist of a rectilinear fort, of which three of the 
sides measured 67 yards each, and the fourth 52 yards. 
According to Baines, the walls appear to " have been composed 
" of loose stones, and have been ten feet in thickness." The 
south side of the enclosure has two gateways or openings. 
About twenty yards to the north-west of this enclosure is another
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circular walled plot of ground, about 95 yards in diameter, and 
divided into compartments by interior walls. The "Stone Walls" 
is simply the name given to these enclosures in the neighbour 
hood. They are probably Romano-British. In 1774, whilst 
cleansing a ditch 150 yards north-east of Urswick Church, a 
bronze tripodal vessel was found, weighing 3lbs. 202., somewhat 
like a modern coffee pot, and capable of holding i y, pint; it 
resembles some of the Roman camp kettles found elsewhere. 
In 1798 a silver coin of the Emperor Otho was found in an 
orchard in Little Urswick.

At Dalton-in-Furness, on the line of a Roman road, which I 
shall subsequently describe in my paper on the Roman roads of 
the county, there appears to have been a small Roman post. 
Mr. West, at page ex of his History of Furness, was the first to 
give any published account of it, saying that there was " a ditch 
"and rampart on the east side of the churchyard." Upon 
examination it was found that the station was built upon an 
artificial mount, defended on the south and west by steep preci 
pices, on the east by a rampart and ditch, and it was supplied 
with water by a brook which flowed at its base. Mr. West 
further states, that in 1801 part of a leaden aqueduct, with 
numerous branches, was found within the area of an ancient 
building, containing one or more baths, in a meadow near Park 
Farm. In August, 1879, some men, digging for stone for 
building,, in this meadow, came upon stone foundations, laid 
upon massive pieces of oak, presumed to be part of the buildings 
named by Mr. West. A quantity of light slag, evidently smelting 
refuse ; lead ore, in a pure state ; a carved bronze key ; a mason's 
pencil; and a number of bones were also found at the same 
time. The site adjoins the Furness Railway, and is on property 
belonging to the Duke of Devonshire. It is right to say that 
the evidence as to these remains being Roman is by no means 
conclusive.

To these permanent stations must be added the interesting 
Roman dock at the mouth of the river Keer, near Warton, and 
which, having somewhat recently described it to the Society
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(Transactions, vol. xxviii, pp. 75-6), I need not at present again 
give an account of.

At Halton, a few yards north-east of the church, and separated 
from it by a small beck, there is a lofty circular mound called 
Castle Hill. Another mound, very similar, exists close to the 
church at Arkholme, on the north-east side. A third is situated 
about fifty yards to the east of the church at Melling ; this rises 
twenty feet above a raised terrace on which it stands, and which 
is also considerably above the natural level of the ground. At 
its summit it is fourteen yards in diameter. A fourth occurs 
about half a mile above Hornby, close to Lime's Bridge, and has 
adjoining it a circular camp, sixty yards in diameter, with a deep 
ditch and vallum on its south-east side, and on the north-west 
it is protected by an escarpment thirty feet deep.

Dr. Whitaker and some other antiquaries imagined these 
mounts to be the sites of the keeps of Saxon castles. Dr. 
Lingard suggested that the camp at Lune's Bridge might be 
Roman. His words are " Annexed to it is a tumulus or 
" barrow ; and so many of these which have been opened lately, 
" under the notion that they were Danish or Saxon, have turned 
" out to be Roman, that I should not be surprised if the same 
" were the case here. The camp may perhaps have been one of 
" those called Castra ^Estiva."

From inspection of these mounds I have come to the con 
clusion that they are Roman botontini, marking agrimensorial 
limites. Were they opened, probably nothing but potsherds and 
charcoal would be found in them, unless a rough wall was erected, 
as at the large mound called Bellas Knap in Gloucestershire. A 
large post might also be found standing erect in the centre, as at 
Silbury Hill, Wilts, and Cuckhamsley Barrow, Berkshire. It is 
quite possible that the Saxons may have made use of them, and 
used them as look-out posts, and that some slight traces of Saxon 
remains might therefore be found upon their summits. Indeed it 
is probable that the circular camp, whoever were its makers, 
(though it is not Roman,) was made at Lune's Bridge, in conse 
quence of the proximity of the mound there. I am inclined to
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think that there have been one or two other mounds of this 
nature between Halton and Lune's Bridge, which have been 
levelled.

The vestiges of temporary Roman camps in the county are 
singularly few, though several British ones remain. At Little 
Bowland, 15 miles N.N.E. of Preston, there are some remains of 
a camp, but they are comparatively slight, and have never been 
explored/' At Mellor, near Blackburn, on the summit of the 
highest ground in the neighbourhood, about 2 1/? miles from the 
latter town to the N.N.W., there are also the well-defined outlines 
of a small rectangular entrenchment, which I had the pleasure of 
inspecting only a few days ago. It is about 150 yards from the 
road leading from Wilpshire station to Mellor, and on the north 
side of it. Its sides face the cardinal points, and it measures 
about 33 yards from E. to W., by 17 from N. to S., and was 
evidently a mere outpost to Ribchester, probably made for the 
purpose of signalling to and from the latter station. Ribchester 
church (which stands in the middle of the station at that place) 
is visible from it, but by moving about 100 yards either to the 
east or west, it is completely hidden. The ditch and rampart are 
entire all round, but there is no record of any discoveries having 
been made in or near the camp. It lies within a mile to the W. 
of the Roman road from Manchester to Ribchester.

Slight traces of camps exist at Agecroft, near Kersall Moor, 
some three miles from Manchester, and at Little Bolton, near 
Trafford Park, also about the same distance from that city, but it 
is doubtful if they are of Roman origin or were ever occupied by 
Roman forces.

At Portfield, two miles from Whalley, and on the crest of a 
spur from Pendle Hill, there are faint traces of a considerable 
rectangular entrenchment, thus described hy Dr. Whitaker in his 
History of Whalley (2nd edit., 1818), p. 252 :- " On the highest 
" point of ground within the lord's park, and immediately adjoin- 
" ing to the site of Portfield," (a mediaeval house now destroyed),

* This may be perhaps better recognised by saying that it is at Whitewell, in the parish 
of Whaliey, 7 miles N.W. by W. from Clitheroe. The Roman road from Ribchester to 
Overborough passes near it.

G
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" are the remains of a considerable encampment, of which the 
" figure has been a trapezium. Of this, the N. and E. sides are 
" pretty entire, with a double rampart and foss, rectilinear, but 
" rounded off at the angles. A road carried in the bottom of the 
" foss, on the S., has rendered the appearances less distinct on 
" that side, and a very precipitous sandbank on the W. * * * 
" Whatever it may have been, it was conveyed by Peter de Cestria, 
" rector of Whalley, more than five centuries ago, by the name 
" of Le Castell."

Some antiquaries have thought this to be one of the stations 
named by Ravennas, as existing in this part of the country, but 
I opine it is merely a summer camp of the troops stationed at 
Ribchester.

Of Roman villas, with perhaps the exception of the site of 
Hornby Castle, near Lancaster, there have been found no traces 
within the county. This castle stands upon an abrupt conical- 
shaped rock, with the river Wenning running at its base, and 
upon a lingula or tongue of land, formed by that river and the 
Lune; the confluence of these rivers being about a mile distant. 
Dr. Whitaker, in his History of Richmondshire, vol. ii, p. 250, 
says of this site "For by them" (the Romans) "it was un- 
'  questionably occupied, as the Roman coins, lately found in 
" digging among the ruins, and the remains of a brick pavement 
" sufficiently prove. Of the former, beside many of the small 
" brass, much defaced, 1 have seen a very fair middle brass of the 
" first Antoninus. It was probably the villa of some wealthy 
" provincial," &c.

The discoveries of hoards of coins. &c., (other than those 
found at, and described under the head of, the large stations,) 
are considerable.

Dr. Kuerden informs us, in his MSS., that, in the lyth century, 
there was found in Mr. Edward Townley's park at Myerscough, 
about seven miles north of Preston (near, or on the line of, the 
Roman road from Walton to Lancaster), an urn containing a 
great number of coins, which he had himself seen in Mr. Town- 
ley's possession; but he does not give us any details of them.
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At a place called Mereclough, in the township of Cliviger, 
about 5 miles S.S.E. of Burnley, a number of Roman coins were 
dug up in 1695, which appear to have been chiefly consular or 
family denarii, from the account given by Thoresby, who received 
twenty-two of them. Whether this was the entire find is not 
known. They were found close to the Yorkshire border, near a 
large tumulus of loose stones, which, when it was removed in 
l T^3t was found to cover a kist-vaen with a skeleton. One of 
them, Thoresby says, was of Q. Cassius, 162 years A.C., many 
of them bore the head of Rome without an inscription, others 
had upon them ROMA, and one was of L. Valerius Flaccus, 
A.V.C. 492. (See Phil. Trans., vol. xx, p. 310; and Thoresby's 
Ducatus Ltodensis, p. 283.)

Dr. Leigh, in his Natural History of Lancashire, book iii, 
pp. 81 et seq., gives an account of a Roman copper vessel, which 
he calls an urceolus, (but which, from his engraving of it, pi. I, 
fig. n, resembles a.patella,) found in the iyth century at Standish, 
containing two hundred coins, two gold rings, and a gem engraved, 
the latter evidently from a ring. The gem and about one hundred 
of the coins are delineated in the plates of Dr. Leigh's work. The 
latter seem to be all denarii, and of the following emperors and 
empresses : Domitian, Trajan, Antoninus Pius, Marcus Aurelius, 
Faustina, Lucius Verus, Commodus, Clodius Aibinus, Severus 
Julia Domna, Caracalla, Geta, Plautilla, Macrinus, Diadu- 
menianus, Elagabulus, Julia Paula, Julia Socmias, Julia Maesa, 
Severus Alexander, Julia Mamea, Maximinus, Pupienus, and 
Gordianus Pius.

The Rev. J. Pointer, in his Britannia Romana (pub. 1724), 
adds Nerva and Constantius Chlorus to this list, but omits Trajan 
and the empresses. I think him wrong, as a coin of Trajan is 
most clearly given amongst those engraved by Dr. Leigh ; and if 
the hoard contained a coin of Constantius Chlorus, it is almost 
certain that coins of some of the numerous emperors between 
Gordianus Pius and his reign would have been amongst the 
collection.

A silver cup, enclosing a large number of silver coins (denarii)
G 2
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was turned up in 1696 at Emmott. about three miles to the east 
of both Colne and Castercliff. In Baines' History of Lancashire 
(1836 edit.) vol. iii, p. 236, it is said that the Rev. Mr. Hargrave, 
formerly rector of Brandsburtone, saw some of these coins; one 
was of Gordian, and some were of the Antonines.

The same gentleman says that Roman coins, turned up from 
time to time at Wheatley Lane, about three miles west of Caster- 
cliff, and four south-west from Colne, were generally of copper. 
Coins have often been found there since that time, and still are 
occasionally turned up. In 1825, whilst digging the foundations 
of a manufactory at Greenfield, about a mile and a half N.E. 
from Castercliff, a number of Roman coins were also dug up.

In June, 1761, in a field called the " Low House Wood," at the 
Dyer Wood, near Barcroft, about two miles from Burnley, on the 
estate of Mr. Peter Ormerod of Ormerod, about two hundred coins 
were found, with the remains of a broken vessel of green glass, 
the handle of which was ornamented with white and blue strokes. 
A large stone lay immediately above the vessel, which had broken 
it: above this were several cart-loads of stones. The coins had 
fallen out of the vessel, and fully one-half of them were much 
corroded, the remainder being fairly preserved. Only a few have 
been particularly described. They were of Maximinus, Constan- 
tine, and Licinius, the bulk of them being of the Constantine 
family. (MS. account.)

From the London Chronicle of January i6th, 1779, and the 
MSS. of Mr. Thomas Barritt (the Manchester Antiquary), we 
gather that on the i?th December, 1778, some workmen, digging 
in the grounds of Mr. Josias Robinson, of Chatburn, near 
Clitheroe, found an urn containing upwards of 950 silver coins 
of the Higher Empire, the earliest being of Augustus. Coins of 
Hadrian and Antoninus Pius are mentioned as being among, 
them, but the name of no other emperor occurs in the account. 
The coins were about Slbs. in weight.

At the close of the last century two men, whilst quarrying in 
Cartmel Park woods, near Walton Hall, in Upper Holker, struck
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upon an unglazed earthen vessel, which was broken to pieces 
before its contents were noticed, the said contents being 524 
silver denarii. These coins were in a fine state of preservation, 
the earliest being of Antoninus Pius, and others of Marcus 
Aurelius, Septimius Severus, Caracalla, Plautilla, &c., the latest 
being of Callus and Volusianus. A copper coin of Hadrian was 
amongst them. They came at the time into the possession of 
Lord George Cavendish, and are believed now to be in the 
possession of the Duke of Devonshire. (Stockdale's Annales 
Caermolensei.)

A copper coin of Antoninus Pius, and another of Probus, have 
been discovered at Ulverston.

On the side of the Roman road between Overborough and 
Ribe, several tumuli or rather cairns of stones have been found, 
containing urns. In one of them were two copper styli, and in 
another about two hundred denarii, mostly of Alexander Severus 
and Gordian. (Cough's Camden, edit. 1789, vol. iii, p. 140.)

Dr. Whitaker gives us particulars of two discoveries of coins 
made near Rochdale. At p. 31 of his History of Whalley 
(2nd edit., 1818), he speaks of a number of Roman coins found 
at Castle Mere, several of which were of the middle brass series 
and of the Higher Empire, one, if he was not mistaken in his 
recollection, being as early as the reign of Claudius. The other 
discovery he thus speaks of at p. 545 of the same volume. " At 
" Underwood near this town, about fourteen years ago, was found 
" a small iron box containing a rouleau of Roman brass coins, 
" folles of the Lower Empire, in general extremely fair and 
"fresh. Those which I have seen, besides a small brass of the 
" emperor Tacitus, are of Constantius Caesar, Maximian, and 
" Dioclesian. The obverse of one, apparently Dioclesian, is 
" nearly effaced; the reverse, a figure of Moneta, with balance 
" and cornucopise, circumscribed ' Moneta S. Avgg. et Caes.' 
" The legend on the reverse of all the rest is the same ' Genio 
" ' Populi Romani.' "

On 8th May, 1819, a man, cutting turf on Longton Moss,
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found a small oaken box, which contained 17 Roman coins of 
copper and n of silver. Those which were legible were of 
Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, Antoninus Pius, and Faustina. They 
came into the possession of Mr. Westmore, of Friargate, Preston, 
and five of them are now in the possession of Miss ffarington, 
of Worden Hall. (Gentleman's Magazine, 1819. Hardwick's 
History of Preston.)

A copper coin of Vespasian was found in 1820 near Wood 
Plumpton Church. (Hardwick's History of Preston.}

In 1836 the workmen boring for coal at Whittle, near Chorley, 
found a denarius of Philip, and another of Valerian. (Hard 
wick's History of Preston.}

In 1837, at the same place, on removing the rock from an old 
stone quarry above the tunnel formed for the canal, a hoard of 
nearly a thousand small brass coins of the Lower Empire was 
discovered.

In 1840, nearly four hundred denarii were found by some 
men at work in a brickfield belonging to Mr. Walmsley, between 
Rossall Point and Fenny, near the landmark at Fleetwood. 
They were in good preservation, and were of Vespasian, Titus, 
Domitian, Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, Sabina, Antoninus Pius, 
Faustina, Severus, Caracalla, &c. About forty came into the 
possession of the Rev. W. Thornber, and the remainder into the 
possession of Sir Hesketh Fleetwood, Bart., at Rossall Hall. 
At the sale of the effects of the latter, they were purchased 
by Alderman Brown, of Preston. (Preston Chronicle and Hard 
wick's History of Preston.)

At p. 68 of the Catalogue of the Museum of this Society there 
is a list of the following imperial denarii given : Vespasian, 4 ; 
Domitian, 2 ; Trajan, ro; Hadrian, i ; Antoninus Pius, i ; 
Gordianus Pius, i ; which it is said formed part of a hoard 
brought to light at Tarbock, in the parish of Huyton. I should 
much like some further particulars of this discovery, if any 
member of the Society can furnish them.

In January, 1835, a large hoard of Roman coins, chiefly of
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brass, but with some silver ones intermixed, were found at Heapy, 
2*^ miles N.N.E. of Chorley. They are described as being in 
excellent preservation, but of what emperors is not stated.

At Ainsworth, 3 miles E.N.E. from Bolton, better known in 
the neighbourhood as " Cockey Moor," Roman coins have been 
found. This place adjoins the Roman direct road from Man 
chester to Ribchester.

In 1850 at Worden, near Preston, a hoard of 126 Roman 
coins was discovered about 18 inches below the surface, 100 of 
which are in the possession of Miss ffarington, of Worden 
Hall. They are all third brass, and consisted of 8 of Gallienus, 
i of Postumus, 29 of Victorinus, i of Marcus (rare), 54 of the 
Tetrici, 12 of Claudius Gothicus, i of Quintillus, i of Aurelian, 
5 of Probus, 14 illegible. Sixteen of the coins were given to the 
Preston Society for the Diffusion of Knowledge, and ten to the 
Rev. G. Baldwin, Vicar of Leyland.

In February, 1856, a large earthenware vessel, of Roman 
manufacture, was discovered on the property of Mr. J. Fenton, 
in the neighbourhood of Hooley Wood, about a mile north of 
Heywood. It contained about a thousand small brass coins, 
chiefly of the Lower Empire.

In 1864, at Throstle Hill, in the township of Walmersley, 
three miles to the north of Bury, a small earthenware vessel was 
discovered, covered with a flag, containing about 600 coins, 
chiefly small brass of the Lower Empire. They were of Gal 
lienus and his wife Salonina, Postumus, Victorinus, Tetricus, 
Quintillus, Claudius Gothicus, Tacitus, Probus, Caransius, and 
Maximianus. With these coins were found (as described by Mr. 
Harclwick in vol. XVIII of the Transactions of this Society), a pair 
of silver bracelets, one ornamented with vine leaves, the other 
with bunches of grapes. The ornamentation was slight, and the 
workmanship inferior. A plain massive silver bracelet, one-third 
of an inch in breadth, and broken. Two armlets, one of twisted 
silver cord, one-eighth of an inch thick ; the other of a single 
silver wire, one-tenth of an inch thick, fashioned so as to
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resemble the other. Two fragments of another armlet, about 
one-quarter of an inch diameter, of silver wire, twisted round a 
bar of bronze. Three silver ringer rings, one with a stone 
attached ; some pieces of broken silver rings (like wedding rings); 
some pieces of a thin bronze armlet ; a small bronze hinge ; the 
bowl of an elegantly-shaped bronze spoon, over one and a half inch 
in length, and over half an inch in breadth ; and an amulet of 
amber, heart-shaped, pierced so as to be suspended alone, and 
not as part of a string of beads. It was richly streaked with 
orange-coloured veins, and was under an inch in its longest dia 
meter. The place where this find occurred is about three miles 
to the east of the Roman road from Manchester to Ribchester.

At Broughton-in-Furness a coin of Maximus was found, 
about 1785, in digging, and subsequently one of Hadrian was 
discovered.

At Elliscales, in the parish of Dalton-in-Furness, a number of 
Roman coins, with human skeletons, were found about ten inches 
under the surface. (Baltics' History of Lancashire, edit. 1836, 
vol iv, p. 627.)

Several miscellaneous remains have been found, which are 
clearly of the Roman period, at various places within the 
county.

Dr. Leigh, in his Natural History of Lancashire, &c., engraves, 
in pi. I, fig. 3, what he calls at p. Si, book iii, "an idol" and 
also " Victory." It is a winged statue, which was found when 
ploughing at Upholland, three miles west of Wigan. From the 
engraving it would certainly seem not to be Victory; but the plate 
is so rudely engraved that it is evidently of no value as a criterion. 
Dr. Leigh does not say whether the figure was composed of stone 
or metal.

In Miss ffarington's collection at Worden Hall there is lire- 
served what Mr. Hardwick, in his History of Preston, p. 49, 
calls, I think erroneously, " a massive gold ring." This ring was 
exhibited at the Gloucester meeting of the Archaeological Insti 
tute in 1860. It resembles Roman rings, though it is of uncertain
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date, and appears to be of base metal. The letters SPQR are 
chased upon it in low relief. It was found near Leyland.

"At Risley, three miles from Warrington, was found, in 1734, 
" a brazen metope of an ox, on a bed of white sand, under a bed 
" of peat five yards deep. It was three-quarters of an inch by 
" two and a half between the horns." (Minutes of Society of 
Antiquaries.)

At Breightmet, two miles E. by N. from Bolton, and not far 
from the Roman road running from Manchester to Ribchester, 
there were found, about 1790, twelve Roman urns of earthenware 
and of cylindrical form, containing burnt bones and ashes. In 
the top of each was a small bone, about two inches in length. 
On being exposed to the air the urns mouldered into dust.

A stone, which appeared to be but a fragment of a larger one, 
with some illegible lines inscribed upon it, was found, prior to 
1824, by Mr. A. Court of Lowgill, in draining a moist meadow 
at that place, in which he came upon the pavement of the Roman 
road from Ribchester to Overborough. The stone (and also two 
horse shoes) was found beneath the surface of the road. The 
stone was in Mr. Court's possession, and I am endeavouring to 
trace it, as I have little doubt it was a portion of a Roman mile 
stone, and to skilled epigraphists may prove to be legible.

This constitutes, as far as I am aware, the sum-total of the 
vestiges of the Roman epoch which remain to us in the county 
of Lancaster, with the single exception of the roads, to which 
I hope shortly to devote another paper.

Excluding perhaps Northumberland, I doubt whether any 
English county has produced so many elaborate articles in the 
precious metals and in bronze of the Roman period. The silver 
arm from Littleborough, the gold bullae from Manchester and 

. Overborough, the gold rings from Standish, the silver cup from 
Emmott, the rich " find " of silver articles from Walmersley, the 
bronze shield umbo from Kirkham, and the beautiful helmet from 
Ribchester, with the gold cup from the same place, form an
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almost unequalled collection of Britanno-Roman works of art. 
Would that all of them were now in existence, and could be 
brought together within the boundaries of the county.

NOTE. The engraving of the umbo of the shield found at Kirkham, is 
taken from the original, now in the British Museum, which has, through the 
courtesy of Mr. A. W. Franks, been examined and compared with the 
engraving given in Whitaker's Richmondshire.

Of the tiles found at Lancaster (Plate I), one is in the possession of 
Miss ffarington, of Worden, (whose drawing I exhibited to the Society,) the 
other, found at the same time, is now lost. A sketch of the latter, however, 
was taken ; and eventually the drawing came into the possession of the Rev. 
Canon Raine, of York, who recently presented it to Mr. Charles T. Gatty.


