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TRANSACTIONS.

THE SHIELDS OF ARMS FORMERLY IN THE WIN 

DOWS OF THE PARISH CHURCH OF LYMM, 

COUNTY CHESTER, AS ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE 

ORIGIN OF SEVERAL LOCAL COATS-OF-ARMS.*

By J. Paul Rylands, F.S.A.

(Read 2oth February, 1879.)

IN most of the Cheshire, and in many of the Lancashire, 
churches, before the great rebellion, when the windows were 

broken and the monuments defaced, there existed many very 
beautiful windows of painted glass, containing the figures of the 
local gentry and their wives, with their shields of arms and monu 
mental inscriptions. These were particularly noticeable in 
Warrington Church, and in the churches of Wilmslow, Bowdon, 
and Gawsworth. Indeed, in Gawsworth Church every window 
must have been literally filled with armorial glass, and on the 
walls between the windows were representations of the heraldic 
insignia of many local families. The effect of this great quantity 
of stained glass must have been very striking; and, whilst 
serving the purpose of decoration, these armorial windows also 
recorded facts which, thanks to the persons who copied the arms 
and inscriptions before they were destroyed, have been, and will 
be, of great service to modern genealogists and local historians.

* The writer is much indebted to Win. Langton, Esq., for a number of valuable suggestion! 
since this paper was in type.
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2 The Shields of Arms formerly in the

The arms in the windows of Lymm Church, when they were 
copied, were few in number; it is not possible, therefore, to illus 
trate more than to a very small extent the value of old shields of 
arms as helps to the elucidation and illustration of local family 
history. But, if we cannot use the old Lymm shields to point out 
some new fact in local genealogy, they can at least be made to 
shew that they record the former existence and alliances of 
several gentle families, long since forgotten in the every-day 
world in the very district in which they lived, and also to 
illustrate how certain coats-of-arms originated from others, and 
how our ancestors made their shields and standards bear silent 
testimony to their descent from some ancestor whose lands they 
inherited, or of whose actions they had reason to be proud.

In 1580 and 1592 notes were taken of the arms in the Lymm 
Church windows, both being probably made by Thomas Chaloner 
(he certainly made those in 1592), and they seem to have been 
copied by his friend Randle Holme, of Chester, as they appear 
in Holme's collections in almost the same words as in Chaloner's. 
These memoranda, which consist of descriptions and rude 
drawings, are preserved among the Harleian Manuscripts in the 
British Museum.

The Randle Holme family is one well known; but before 
proceeding to describe the arms, it may be well to give the 
following brief account of Chaloner and his family, from Mr. 
Foote Gower's Materials for a New History of Cheshire, printed 
in 1771.

" Our succeeding, or rather still contemporary, collectors form 
" a family Harmonic Trio; a father, son, and grandson of the 
" surname of Chaloner, and of the several Christian names, 
" Thomas, Jacob, and James. Thomas was an arms painter in 
" Chester about 1594 ; he knew the value of learning sufficiently 
" to give his son a better education than he had received himself. 
" And this son followed the same occupation in Chester, and 
" made collections about the year 1620. But it was James, the 
" grandson, who reflected the greatest credit upon his family, by 
" a very concise, accurate, and sensible account of the Isle of
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" Man, printed at the end of King's Vale Royal in 1656. .... 
" The Antiquarian Collections of all three are valuable."

The notes preserved in the Harleian MSS, are as follow, and 
are printed in italics, the words in ordinary type being necessary 
additions.

HARL. MS., 2151, FO. 76.

Lymme Church, 1380 and 1592.
In sevralplaces of the said church are these coates of arms. 
Drawings of seven shields of arms, of which the following arc 

descriptions: 
I. Two chevrons and on a canton a mullet for Modburky.

II. Gules a pale fusilly argent, for Lymme.
III. Azure a bend or, for Grosvenor.
IV. Argent six lioncels rampant 3, 2 and i, sable for Sauagc.
V. Quarterly, first and fourth grand quarters, gules a pale 

fusilly argent for Lymme; second and third grand quarters 
quarterly, ist and 4th quarterly argent and sable, a cross 
patonce counterchanged, within a bordure or, for Eaton alias 
Hawardyn, znd and 3rd argent a wolf passant sable, for Wolston. 
Underneath this drawing is written : in other places Eatotis coatt 
with the ermine border.

VI. Quarterly first and fourth grand quarters, quarterly, ist 
and 4th, Eaton or Hawardyn as above ; 2nd and 3rd, Wolston as 
above; second and third grand quarters, Lymme as above, but 
with a label of three points azure. Underneath this drawing is 
written : Hawardyne coate thus Impaled [i.e., quartered] without 
any ermine border as . . . . Mr. WoodnotKs booke of church 
notes mcnconeth.

VII. Quarterly, first and fourth, argent, an ass's head erased 
sable, in chief a crescent of the last, for Hocknell of Prenton; 
second, argent, on a bend sable three spear heads of the field, 
for Prentton; third, sable three crescents, 2 and i, argent, for 
Gleave. CREST : On a wreath, a stag's head argent, attired or, 
transfixed through the nose with an arrow of the last, feathered 
of the first.
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HARL, MS. 2129, FO. 42.

In the fish Church of Lymme Co. Cestr. 1592 p\ T. Chaloner.
1. In a windowe standith A [argent] 2 /^ [two chevrons] g. 

[gules] on a canton g. [gules] a [drawing of a mullet] or, for Fitton 
6f is gausworth cote.

2. In an other window g. [gules] a pale fusuley A. [argent] for 
Lymme.

3. In an other b [azure] a \ [bend] or for Grosvenor.
4. In an other Savage.
5. In an other Lymme.
6. Hocknell of Prenton, S. [sable] a horse head eras, [erased] fa 

[sable] [drawing of a crescent] o. [or.]; 2 cote, A. [argent] on a 
\ [bend] s. [sable] j speare heads ar. [argent] far Printon ; j cote 
Sable 3 [drawing of a crescent] A. [argent] for Gleaue. Crest a 
buck heade eras, attired Or shott throgh nose wth an arrow pp. 
[proper].

7. A drawing of the quartered shield described above, No. V.
There is another account of these arms in Harl. MS. 2120 

fo. i, which is a copy of Chaloner's notes taken in 1592.
We have then to deal with seven coats of arras, which are 

respectively called : 
a. " Modburley," or " Fitton & is Gausworth cote."
b. "Lymme."
C. " Grosvenor."
d. "Savage."
e. The quartered coat marked V in Harl. MS. 2151, and 

apparently 5 in Harl. MS. 2129. (Hawarden.)
f. The quartered coat marked VI in the former and 7 in the 

latter. (Hawarden.)
g. " Hocknell of Prenton."

a. Modburley or Fitton.

Mobberley of Mobberley bore a very similar coat to this, but 
the canton was charged with a cross-crosslet fitche" or, whereas 
in this the canton is charged with a mullet.
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By "Fitton & is Gausworth cote," Chaloner meant Fitton of 
Gawsworth, who bore the arms of Orreby of Gawsworth. In 
1316-17 Thomas Fitton, younger son of Edmund Fitton of 
Bolyn, in Wilmslow parish, married Isabel, daughter and heiress 
of Thomas de Orreby of Gawsworth. (Earwaker's East Cheshire, 
I, 50.) But the coat is neither Fitton's nor Orreby's, though it 
closely resembles the latter (Argent two chevrons and a canton 
gules). It is really the well-known ancient coat of the Warburtons 
of Arley, still quartered by that family, and appears on the seals 
of 

Sir Geoffrey de Werburton, senior, 1347 1359.
Sir Geoffrey de Werburton, junior, 1359 1383.
Peter de Werburton........................... 1412.
Sir Geoffrey de Werburton, son of Peter... 1446.

The canton was occasionally charged with a trefoil slipped, 
and so appears on the seal of Sir Geoffrey* in 1383, but the 
trefoil was probably regarded only as a temporary difference.

That this coat, as well as the Mobberley one, was founded 
upon that of Orreby is extremely probable, and it seems likely 
that there was some connection between the Orrebys and the 
Buttons before the latter took the name of Warburton ; but it is 
not my intention in this paper to attempt a history of the War- 
burton arms, for the subject seems of sufficient interest for a 
separate paper.

The connection of the Warburton family with Lymm Church 
is proverbial; for we have the proverb

" As ill to part as Lymm from Warburton,"

spoken of two things which ought always to be together, t
The Warburtons have been patrons of a moiety of Lymm 

Church from a very remote period, as may be seen in Ormerod's 
History of Cheshire and other works.

* Mr. Beamont's Engravingt of Local Stab.
+ When the present proprietor, Mr. Dewhurst, purchased the mediety of Lymm 

attached to Warburton, the technical difficulties which arose in accomplishing the transfer 
verified the force of the old proverb (Mr. Langton )
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b. Limme.

The arms of the family of Limme of Lymm, anciently borne 
by the West Hall Branch of the Leghs of High Legh, and the 
foundation of the arms of the families of Danyers, of Bradley 
Hall in Appleton, (and their descendants the Daniells of Tabley, 
and the Daniells of Daresbury;) the Savages of Clifton, and also 
possibly the foundation of the coat of arms attributed to the 
Hawardens.

AGNES DE LEGH, daughter and heiress of Richard de Legh 
of High Legh, had three husbands : 

1. RICHARD DE LIMME, younger son of Hugh de Limme, 
who took the name of Legh after his marriage, and bore for arms 
Gules a pakfusilly argent. The seal of Thomas de Legh, son of 
Richard and Agnes, exhibits these arms. This seal is engraved 
in Ormerod's History of Cheshire. At a later period, the Leighs 
of the West Hall in High Leigh had Or a lion rampant gules 
assigned to them as their arms.

2. WILLIAM DE HAWARDYN, ftho is said to have borne 
Argent a bend fiisilly sable, a coat possibly founded on that of 
Limme, but I have not met with any early example of this bearing. 
William and Agnes had a son, Ralf de Hawardyn, reputed 
ancestor of the Hawardens of Hawarden, co. Flint, and Woolston 
co. Lancashire.

3. WILLIAM VENABLES, of Bradwall, whose son John took the 
name of Legh, but bore the Venables arms Azure two bars argent 
differenced by a bend gules. From this marriage descended the 
following families: 

Legh of Booths, who bore the coat just described.*
Ltgh of Baguley, who changed the red bend into a black one.
Legh of Adlington, who ultimately bore the Venables coat, 

with a bend over all counter company or and gules. \
Legh of Isall, Cumberland, who bore Azure two bars or, over 

all a bend counter company of the last and gules. (Visitation of 
Cumberland.)

'Ormerod. t Shields at Adlington Hall, &>c.
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Legh of Beechton, who retained the red bend, but charged it 
with threepheons argent*

Legh of Lyme, who bore Gules a cross engrailed argent, which 
will be explained hereafter. I

Legh of Bruclie, who bore Azure two bars argent, in chief three 
coronets or, over all a bend counter company of the last and gules, 
granted by Sir William Dugdale in 1664.

Legh of Ridge, who bore the Lyme coat with a black mullet on 
the cross. \

Leigh of Stockwell, who bore the Lyme coat within a bordure 
engrailed argent. \

Agnes de Legh had, by her first husband, Richard de Limme 
alias Legh, as well as the son Thomas de Legh already referred 
to, a daughter of her own name, (who would bear for arms her 
father's and her brother's coat Gules a pale fusilly argent.) This 
Agnes de Legh, junior, was married to William Danyers, or De 
Anyers, and their son Thomas Danyers changed the colours of 
the arms borne by his mother's family, and bore Argent a pale 
fusilly sable. Thomas Danyers, the son, by his first wife 
Margaret, daughter of Adam de Tabley, was the father of Sir 
Thomas Danyers, who distinguished himself at the Battle of 
Crecy, by relieving the standard of Edward the Black Prince 
when he was hard pressed by the enemy, and taking prisoner the 
Count de Tankerville, chamberlain to the French King. These 
services were rewarded by a grant, which was replaced, after 
Sir Thomas's death, by a grant of Lyme to his daughter Margaret 
and her husband Piers Legh. Long after this time, in commemo 
ration of Sir Thomas Danyers' gallant conduct, the Leghs of 
Lyme had granted to them, as an augmentation, On an inescocheon 
sable seniee of estoiles, an arm embowedin armour, elbow downwards, 
the hand proper holding a banner sillier.

The moat which still all but surrounds Bradley Hall is in a 
wonderful slate of preservation. The present Bradley Hall is a 
small farm house erected within the last fifty years, but is

* Ormerod. t Seals, &c. } Burke's Armory.
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interesting, as it stands upon the site of the house to which Sir 
Thomas retired after the battle of Crecy, and where he probably 
died. Sir John Danyers of Grappenhall, brother to Sir Thomas, 
was also a soldier, and had a grant from the crown; he bore 
for arms Argent on a pile fusilly (a pale became a pile in early 
heraldry when drawn on a long pointed shield) sable a cross- 
crosslet fitche of the field, and these arms appear on his seal.*

Another differenced Danyers coat, Argent a pale fusilly sable 
within a bordure bendy sinister of the first and second, was formerly 
in one of the windows of Daresbury Church, along with shields 
of Button, Norres, Tabley (Argent a chevron between three ducks 
sable), Danyers (the plain coat undifferenced), and Warburton 
ancient). Another Danyers seal is differenced by a bendlet, in
1359-

On the death of Sir Thomas, his daughter Margaret became 
his sole heiress : she had three husbands.

1. Sir John Radcliffe, who had not any issue by her.
2. Sir John Savage of Clifton, by whom she had a son, John 

Savage. It was to this John that his mother, then the wife of 
Piers Legh, sealing the document with the arms of Legh and 
Danyers impaled (see plate), granted the Danyers arms in 1415 ; 
and this coat, without any difference, as well as the white uni 
corn's head, the crest of Sir Thomas Danyers, was borne by the 
Savages until the reign of Queen Elizabeth, when they had 
granted to them Argent, six lioncels rampant, three, two and one, 
sable, with a lion's jamb issuant from a ducal coronet for their 
crest

The grantt was made in the form following : 

" A tous deux qui Cestes Frts\ verront ou orront Margareta qut 
"fut la femme dejean Savage filleet heire A Thomas Daniers cKr\ 
" salut en dieu Sackes que mov auoir donne et granfe etp' Ceste ma 
"presente Charte confirme a fohn Sauage man fitz aisne et a ses

  MS. Pedigree. On other seals of Sir John Danyers' the coat is without any difference, 
and is surmounted by the horse's or unicorn's head.

t From a MS. volume lent to me by my friend Mr. Earwaker, F.S.A. 
t Lettrw. 5 Chevalier.
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" hcires a tous tours mes Armes cntiers que a may descenderont 
" apres le mart de le dit Thomas mon pere comme a safille ft heire, 
"A auoir tener et porter lez ditz Armes one* toutz leures apprtenances 
" et tout ceo\ que a ditz armes apartient en Chascun maniire lieu a 
" leur plaisir quil tiennet de may et mcs hcires an dit John monfitz 
" et a stz heires a tous tours. En tesmoinaige de quelle chose a Cat 
" ma presente Charts fay mis mon sealle donne le dimanche procheint 
" apres la feste del translacon de Seint Ttiomas le M'artier Lan de 
" Reigne le Roy Henry quint puis le Conquest tierce."

SEAL: An impaled shield of Legh and Danyers.j

After the death of her second husband, Sir John Savage, to 
whose son the grant of arms was made, Margaret married Piers 
Legh, younger son of Robert Legh of Adlington, her kinsman ;§ 
The Leghs of Adlington at this time seem to have borne the 
arms of de Corona, a family whose heiress Peter's ancestor had 
married ; or, if they did not bear the Corona coat pure and 
simple, they bore a close approximation to it. The Corona coat 
was Azure a chevron between three coronets or, and the Adlington 
Leghs are reputed to have borne Azure a plate between three 
coronets or, all within a bordure argent. In later times they had 
assigned to them by the heralds the Venables coat with a bend 
company or and gules.

Piers Legh being a younger son, left the arms used by his 
elder brother, and took those of his mother, Matilda de Norley, 
Gules a cross engrailed, and his descendants bore this with various 
marks of cadency.

The Leghs of the West Hall, High Legh, were patrons of a 
moiety of Lymm Church, hence their arms were placed in the 
windows.

c. Grosvenor.

The ancient arms of the Grosvenors of Eaton, near Chester, 
borne by them before 1389, when, after the celebrated Scrope

* Avec. + Choses. t See the plate. 
8 He was descended from Agnes de Legh's third husband.
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and Grosvenor trial, the arms Azure a bend or were awarded to 
the Scropes, and the Grosvenors had assigned to them the golden 
wheat sheaf on a blue field, borne by their descendant the present 
Duke of Westminster. This pane of glass must, from the period 
at which the trial took place, have been very ancient.

d. Savage.

Chaloner, in his notes, does not say what these arms were. 
Holme distinctly states that the shield displayed the six lions 
rampant already referred to. It is almost certain, however, that 
Holme was wrong in his statement, and that the coat was really 
Argent, a pale fusilly sable, and commemorated some member of 
the Danyers family, of Bradley Hall, near Lymm, or possibly 
one of the Savages of Clifton. My reason for supposing 
this to be the case is, that the coat of the six lions was only 
granted to the Savages in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and it is 
much more probable that the older coat would appear in the 
church with the other old arms, even if a Savage, and not a 
Danyers, was intended to be commemorated. :' :

The origin of the Danyers or Savage coat has been already 
explained.

e. and f. Hawarden of Woolston, near Warrington.

These two shields, there cannot be any doubt, are intended 
for the arms of a Hawarden and his eldest son, but both the 
ancient and modern arms of the family are wanting, and in their 
place is the old Limme coat, borne by the first husband of the 
Hawardens' ancestress Agnes de Legh. The glass probably 
commemorates John Hawarden of Woolston, who married Helen 
Hulton, and their son, Adam Hawarden, who married Alice, 
daughter of William Norreys of Speke, and died 6th February, 
J 597> leaving seven daughters and coheiresses: i, Anne 
Hawarden; 2, Elizabeth, wife of Alexander Standish of Standish;

* Mr. Langton suggests the possibility of the grant of the Honcels to Savage being a 
recognition of an ancient right, as the family was one of some distinction before the alliance 
with Danyers.
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3, Jane, wife of Thomas Flower; 4, Margaret, wife of Richard 
Ashton of Bamfurlong ; 5, Ellen, wife of Richard Standish, jun.; 
6, Isabella, wife of Hugh Adlington; and 7, Clemence Hawarden.*

The transposed quartered quarter of Eaton and Woolston was 
brought into the Hawarden shield by the marriage of John 
Hawarden of Hawarden, co. Flint, (great great grandfather of 
Adam), with Annabel, daughter and sole heiress of Hugh Wool 
ston of Woolston. (Visitation of Lancashire, 1567.) The black 
wolf of Woolston should, of course, come before the Eaton coat.

A much more correct armorial achievement of the family 
formerly existed in a window in the chancel of Warrington Church. 
The blazoning of this shield is : Quarterly ist Argent, guttee tie 
poix a fesse nebule sable. [Hawarden, modern.] 2nd, Argent, a 
bend fusilly sable. [Hawarden, ancient; sometimes called Legh 
of High Legh, ancient.] 3rd, Gules, a pale fusilly argent. [Lymme 
and Legh.] 4th, Quarterly ist and 4th argent a wolf passant 
sable. [Woolston of Woolston.] 2nd and jnt, Quarteily argent 
and sable, a cross patonce counterchanged. [Eaton.] This last 
quarter sometimes is given with a bordure or, and sometimes with 
a bordure ermine.

The close proximity of Lymm and Woolston would account 
for the appearance of the Hawarden arms in the Lymm windows : 
the family probably also held property on the Cheshire side of 
the Mersey.

g. Hockenhull of Prenton, in Wirral Hundred.

In Ormerod's History of Cheshire there is a good pedigree of 
this family. It was founded by the marriage of Henry Hocken 
hull, second son of John Hockenhull of Hockenhull, in Edisbury 
Hundred, with Agnes, daughter and heiress of Thomas Cleave 
of Prenton. "In the reign of Edward III, William de Prenton 
" was lord of this township. The Prentons terminated in a female 
" heir, who brought the manor in marriage to the Glcyvcs." 
(Ormerod.) It will be seen that in the Lymm window the

  Culchcth Deeds.
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Gleave and Prenton quarters are transposed. The window was 
probably glazed about the time of Henry VII, but the connection 
of the Hockenhulls with Lymm is not clear.

I will now close my already too long account of these old 
panes of glass by expressing a hope that some other member of 
the Historic Society may find the subject of sufficient interest to 
induce him to investigate some of the doubtful points referred 
to in my paper, in order that more satisfactory results may be 
obtained.
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