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The following papers were then read : 

I.

ON A BEAKER, TYG, &o., LATELY FOUND AT RAINFORD;
AND ON THE MEANING OF THE TERM "TYG" AS

APPLIED TO A DRINKING CUP.

By J. Harris Qibson, Hon. Curator.

RAINFORD is situated five and a-half miles N. from Prescot, and twelve 
from Liverpool, on the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway, It is a 
village and chapelry in the parish and union of Prescot, West Derby 
hundred, in the south-western division of the county. It has for 
several centuries been well known for the rough or coarser kinds of 
pottery ; the clays found in the neighbourhood being especially adapted 
for the making of crucibles, fire bricks, and tiles.

Heads (ind stems of tobacco-pipes of the oldest form* (17th century) 
are found here in large numbers. Of the quality of this clay, Dr. Leigh^- 
mentions, that "The tobacco-pipe c)ay£ is usually blew, or of a colour 
" betwixt white and yellow ; there are at Raiuforth tolerable pipes made 
" of this, but not comparable to those at Chester, these are made of 
" clays brought from the Isle of Wight, Poole. and biddiford, which 
" are esteemed the best in England, and if I mistake not the best in 
" Europe." Fifty years ago, however, the staple trade of Rainford 
appears to have been pipe making, for according to a list of the 
principal iuhabitonts|| their occupations being given the workers in 
clay are twelve in number, and all tobacco-pipe manufacturers.

In October, 1877, Mi. II. M. Foster, Albert Cottage, Waterloo, caused 
alterations to be made in the garden attached to the house called 
Hyde's Brow, Rainford.§ During certain excavations, the workmen 
discovered a large quantity of pipe heads and stems, beakers or vases, 
tygs, and fragments of a coarse reddish brown pottery, coated with a 
d'ark lead glaze; the whole of which is of undoubted local manufacture, 
probably dating about the middle of the seventeenth century.

The first specimen worthy of notice is a two-handled vase or beaker. 
Height 7 inches ; diameter below the handles, 4 inches. Body, reddish 
brown; brilliant dark brown gluze, speckled with yellow. Stem tooled 
to the base, which presents a rough exterior. The whole nearly perfect, 
a portion of the top being broken off.

No. 2. A vase, similar to the former, but smaller. Height 0 inches ; 
diameter 3 inches. Body, reddish brown; dark brown glaze, speckled 
with vellow. The top, one handle, and the base are hrokep. These 
may have been manufactured in sets of three, the centre vase (No. 1) 
being the largest.

* Vide plates, vo)s. iii and xii. Society's Transactions.
 f Natural History of Lancashire and Cheshire. 1700. 

t I am informed by Mr. Foster that, this clay was brought from Derbyshire.
II Directory and Gazetteer, Co. Lancaster, Ed. Baines. Liverpool, 1820. 

8Mr. Foster is the owner. Hyde's Brow is about a mile from Rainford Junction station.
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No. 3. A pipe head,* olay soft and imperfectly fired, stem next to 
bowl very thick, heel large and heavy, forming a rest or stand; bowl 
bulged at the sides, the mouth and interior small.

No. 4. A tyg.f or three-handled drinking cup. Height 4J inches, 
diameter at the top :! inches. Body, coarse reddish brown, covered with 
a dull dark brown lead glaze. Two of the handles are broken off, and 
top and bottom broken. Apparently a castaway, as fragments of shreds 
adhere to the interior.

The very uncommon term tyg,&a applied to a drinking vessel, sug 
gests some inquiry as to its origin. The word is seldom found in either 
poetry or prose, and etymologists or lexicographers, ancient or modern,* 
have not known of it, or have passed it by as too insignificant. In any 
enumeration of drinking cups, as used in England two hundred years 
ago, a tyg is not named, for example " Amongst the abuses of Inns 
" or Ale-houses, it is too well known what all men suffer, from their 
" cheating measures. Their Quart-Pots or Flagons, Juggs, Muggs, 
" Jacks, Cannikins,§ Beakers, Tumblers, Glass-Bottles, Tankards, and 
" Silver Tankards, tho' all of them be pretty little Curiosities, yet are 
" they most gross Cheats."!]

No doubt tyij is a provincialism peculiar to Staffordshire, and might 
be included in a glossary of the dialect of that county. Bosworth in 
his Anglo-Saxon Dictionary gives 

Tiyel: a tile, brick, anything made of clay, a pot, vessel; and
Tlgelwyrlitci: a tile or pot worker. He adds " Mr. Ward, of 

" Burslem, informs me that, to this day, porringers are called tigs*?, by 
" the working potters."

Marry at** says " The name Potter was introduced by the Normans ; 
" their Saxon predecessors designated the Ceramic art by the name of 
" Tigelwyrtena-Creel't. And the earliest specimens extant of the Staf- 
" fordshire ware are the Bntterpots and the Tygs or Tigs, drinking cups 
"of the time so styled. These were manufactured before and during 
" the reign of Elizabeth. The tyg with two handles was used as a 
" parting cup. The three-handled tyg, a kind of loving cup, had the

  From documents in the possession of Mr. Foster; pipe-making has flourished at 
Rainford for the last two hundred years.

 f A Rood illustration of a Tit/, dated 1012, belonging to Mr. Mayer, is shown iu the 
Society's Proceedings, vol. vii.

  Excepting Webster, Edit, unabridged, 1*76 -who gives: '' Tiff, a capacious flat- 
'' bottomed drinking cup, generally with four handles, formerly used for passing round 
" the table at convivial entertainments, 1 ' No derivation.

8 Carmikin perhaps avessel for holding a medicine culled a carminative, which was 
supposed to act like a charm.

Carminative and diuretic 
Will damp ali passion sympathetic.- Su-ift. 

Or the word may be a misprint for cannikin ;  
And let me the cauakin clink, clink ; 
And let nie the eftunkin clink : 

A soldier's a man ; 
A life's but a spun ; 

Why then let a soldier drink. Othello, ii, 3.
HA discourse of the benefits and improvements of Husbandry. Tim Nottrse, (lent 

London. 1700. p. 17D.
IT " Tig, a drinking pot with handles. Sta^f." Wriyht's Provincial Diet. 

' ' ** Medieval and Modern Pottery, 1857.
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" handles so arranged that three different persons drinking out of it, 
" and each using a separate handle, brought their lipa to different parts 
" of the rim."

The foregoing, in the absence of any evidence to the contrary, identi 
fies tyg as a Staffordshire word; its true literal meaning is found in the 
Latin, and may be traced through the Romance dialects, the lineal 
descendants of that language.

Lat. Tegula, a roofing tile. Roofing tiles were originally made, like 
bricks, of baked clay.

Italian Tegola, a tile. Tegame, an earthen stewing pan. Tegghina, 
a little baking pan. Tegghia or Teylia, an earthen cover or lid  
a shallow pan for baking sweetmeats.

Spanish  Teja, a roof tile, a piece of baked clay. Tejo, a round tile 
with which boys play.

Portuguese Telha, a tile. Tijolo, a brick, a mass of burnt clay. 
Tigela, a porringer. Tigelinha, a small porringer.

Wallachian Tegle, a tile. Of the tribes on the bauks of the lower 
Danube, Bulgaria and Servia, on the South, are Sclavonic ; 
Wallachia and Moldavia, on the North, are Latin or Romanic.*

Flemish Tegel, Tigchel, a tile, brick. Tegelbakkery, a place where 
tiles are made.

Old German Tiegel, a skillet, a crucible. 
Swedish Tegel, a tile. Tegel slagare, a tiler. 
Danish Tegl, a tile. Teglovn, a tile kiln. 
Provencal Teule. French Tulle. Eng. Tile.
So much then for the word Tyg, which undoubtedly is only the 

harder sound of tile, tulle, teglia; in English and French the letter g 
has disappeared, in the Italian teglia, it is retained, but is quiescent like 
the g in our English word phlegm. In all of the congeneric languages, 
which may be termed Romanic, where g is present iu the word signify 
ing a tile or a vessel made of clay, its sound is either hard or inert.

II.

CHURCH EXPENDITURE TWO CENTURIES AGO ; 
OR, ORMSKIRK CHURCHWARDENS' ACCOUNTS, A.D. 1(565-6.

By James Dlxon, F.R.Hist.Soc.
THIS is one of a series of extracts, which might be made, if of sufficient 
importance, from the churchwardens' accounts of the parish of Orms- 
kirk. The volume from which they are taken has but narrowly escaped 
the fate which must have befallen many other interesting documents 
now required to make out some sort of satisfactory history of this 
venerable structure. After having been many years tossed about 
among the literary lumber in the office of a late attorney, it was 
handed to me by a descendant of that gentleman, as a mere curiosity.

* Nettle's History </ the Eastern Church, vol i, 45-47.


