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WARRINGTON LOCAL SKETCHES.* 

By James Kendrick, M.D.

HTH DECEMBER, 1876.)

IV. THE WINWICK BROAD OAK.

" Attempt in heav'n to count each star, 
As count its years, so distant far, 

Our fathers say."f

As my opening quotation is taken from a poem which the 
author assures us was written at the rate of 50 lines an hour, 
we must pardon him for considerable exaggeration in his 
statement of the primaeval age of the Winwick Broad Oak, 
for at the time of its fall and death, which took place in a 
terrific storm during the night of the 4th of February, 1850, 
it bore none of the customary signs of great age, though it 
did of a sadly premature decay, occasioned by the unchecked 
trampling of cattle round its base. Still it had for many 
years been famous through the country round for its beautiful 
symmetry, and for the marvellous extent of its wide-spreading 
branches, which upon one occasion afforded shelter from the 
noon-day heat to a regiment of infantry 1000 strong.

But from the year 1811 it attained additional celebrity from 
a Public Dinner which was given beneath its shade to the 
late Admiral Sir Phipps Hornby, then captain of the English 
ship " Volage," in commemoration of his heroic conduct and 
success in capturing the French line-of-battle ship " Corona," 
off the island of Lissa in the Adriatic, on the 13th of March
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in the above year. The " Volage " formed one of a squadron 
of four vessels under Captain Hoste, which completely de 
feated a much superior French fleet, capturing or destroying 
four frigates of superior force, and compelling the remainder 
to seek safety from capture by an inglorious flight. The 
British ships engaged in the conflict were the " Amphion," 
62 guns, Capt, Hoste ; " Cerberus," 62, Capt. H. Whitby ; 
" Active," G2, Capt. J. A. Gordon ; and the " Volage," 22, 
Capt. Pbipps Hornby. On the side of the French were, 
" La Favorite," 84 guns, Commodore Dubordieu; " La Flore." 
84, Capt. Peridier ; " Bellona," 84, Capt. Dudon ; " Corona," 
84, Capt. ... .....; " Danae," 84, Capt. .........; "Carolina,"
84, commander's name not known, and five smaller vessels of 
 war. The number of men in the British squadron was 
barely 800, with 208 guns, whilst the French numbered 2500 
men, and 454 guns. Both in guns and men the French 
exceeded the British in thrice their number, yet three of their 
largest ships were captured, and one blown up during the 
action, the last being the flag-ship of Commodore Dubordieu, 
who fell during the battle. The ensign of the " Corona" was 
brought to England by Captain Phipps Hornby, and still 
hangs over the Communion-table in Winwick parish church.

On the 28th of August following, the Public Dinner already 
spoken of was given to Captain Hornby by the gentlemen of 
Winwick, of which village he was a native, his father, the 
Rev. Jeffrey Hornby, being the rector. From the extreme 
branches of the Broad Oak an outer and inner awning were 
suspended, the space thereby enclosed being occupied by three 
long tables, at which all, or nearly all the local aristocracy 
and gentry took their seats. After a substantial dinner, 
speeches were made, toasts were given, and songs, of course, 
were sung (several of the last being original), to the several 
tunes of " Rule Britannia," " The Death of Abercromby," 
and " Aristippus's Rules," and highly commendatory of the



brave guest of the day, and of his superior officer, Captain 
Hoste, who was present on the occasion.

Mr. Marriott's poem, " The Festival of Win," was written 
shortly after the ahove festive occasion. It is a small quarto 
pamphlet of 52 pages, and with very little either of rhyme or 
reason, professes to give a poetical narrative of the occurrence. 
Its value lies only in its scarcity, twenty-five copies only being 
printed, and to secure and prolong the scarcity, being " entered 
" at Stationers' Hall." As a curious production of the press 
from the border-town of Stockport, I subjoin a copy of the 
title-page, Mr. Marriott's name appearing only at the close of 
the preface : 

" The Festival of Win,
Celebrated beneath his Broad Oak,

And likewise at his Good Wick;
Anno Domini MVIIIXI. (sic.)

A Poem, in IX Cantoa.

Printed by J. Dawson, 
Stockport."

The original pencil drawing, from which the accompanying 
vignette of the Winwick Broad Oak is reduced, was taken by 
the present writer in the year 1836, with the unerring assist 
ance of the camera-obscura, and may therefore be depended 
upon as an accurate representation of the outline and pro 
portions of this beautiful tree. At the same time he took the 
following admeasurements, which as the Winwick Broad Oak 
no longer exists, may claim a short space for record here. The 
extent of the spreading branches from North to South was 
99 feet, and from East to West 87 feet. The girth of the 
trunk at the base was 14 feet, and at five feet higher it was 
lli feet. The first branch was given off from the trunk at 
7£ feet from the ground.

The writer is told that a much younger oak, traditionally 
said to have been raised from an acorn of the one above 
described, is at the present time growing in the adjoining 
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township of Penniugton, and promises in process of time to 
vie with its progenitor, the Winwick Broad Oak, both in 
extent and symmetrical beauty.

V. WTNWICK GRAMMAR SCHOOL.

This Local Sketch is a reduced copy from a neat drawing 
in pencil, made early in the present century by Robert Booth, 
a Warrington artist and drawing-master, and is chosen in 
preference to a modern representation of the ancient Grammar 
School at Winwick, since it is here shewn as it appeared to 
the eyes of Leland, Herle, Sherlock, Bishop Wilson, the 
martyr Earl of Derby, and others, who must have visited it 
at different times, and as it afforded a home to some celebrated 
head masters and still more celebrated alumni. During the 
present century, and since the sketch was taken, the school- 
house has undergone considerable extension and necessary 
alteration. For very much of the following account of its 
history, I am indebted to a little work entitled, " Winwick, its 
" History and Antiquities," which we owe to the literary 
industry and research of our indefatigable friend and fellow- 
member, Mr. Beamont.

Winwick Grammar School appears to have been founded 
prior to 1553, but subsequent to 1546, by Gualter or Gowther 
Legh, of Woodcroft, in the parish of Winwick. In 1546 he 
makes a will without any mention of the School, but he dies 
in 1553, having in the mean time endowed it with £10 a-year. 
The first master of the School was Henry Johnson, a former 
chaplain of the Legh (or Haydock) chantry at Winwick, about 
this time dissolved. A stone inscription running below the 
eaves of Winwick church records that he rebuilt the south 
wall of the church.

" Anno milleno quingentenoq. triceno 
Sclater post cristn murii renovaverat istum 
Henricus Johnson curatus erat simul hie tune."

The present Grammar School of Winwick was erected in
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the year 1618 by Sir Peter Legh, great-nephew of Gowther 
Legh, the original founder, but it is probable that an earlier, 
if only a temporary, school-house existed, since we are told 
by Mr. Beamont that in 1817 a copper-plnte, bearing, in 
Hebrew characters, the inscription, " A building raised to 
"learning in 1600," was dug up in the parish churchyard. 
My friend Mr. Worsley, of Winwick, also informs me that in 
and about the grounds of the Grammar School are numerous 
worked stones, which may possibly be remains of an earlier 
school-house, or residence for the master. But the date of 
the building shewn in the vignette is positively fixed by the 
following inscription, which is still carefully preserved in the 
interior of the building, though it was formerly built into the 
outside wall, over the school-house door :  

This howse was builte by Sir Peter Legh, knight, upon his owne 
charges, in the yero of our Lord, 1618, to be a schoole-bous for ever, 
for the free schoole of Winwicke, founded by Gualter Legh, Esquire, 
great uncle of the said Sir Peter Legh, which Gualter gave ten pounds 
of yerly rent for tbe perpetual maintenance of the said school; and the 
said Sir Peter bath augmented the same witb ten pounds per annum 
mor, which he hath assured to be yearlye paide to the same free schoole 
for ever, for his zeal to God's glorye and his love to tbe parish of 
Winwick and common good of the countrey.

Mr. Beamont, in the work above alluded to, enumerates 
and gives very interesting particulars, so far as known, of no 
less than twenty of the successive masters of the Winwick 
Grammar School. In particular, he dwells upon the local 
origin and history of Richard Matlier, who, in 1011, though 
only fifteen years of age, was appointed master of the school. 
In the following year, however, he undertook the mastership 
of a public school in Toxteth Park, where he had as one of 
his pupils the celebrated astronomer Jeremiah Horrocks, a 
native of Toxteth. In 1635 Richard Mather left Toxteth, 
and emigrated to New England, and joined the " Pilgrim 
" Fathers." He was subsequently the father of Increase
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Mather, and grandfather of the still more celebrated Cotton 
Mather. He died in America in 1669, and some years after his 
death the following absurd epitaph was placed on his grave :  

" Under this stone lies Richard Mather, 
Who had a son greater than his father, 
And eke a grandson greater than either."

In the 5th vol. (p. 15) of the Transactions of our Society, 
our late venerable colleague, Dr. Thorn, tells us that there is in 
the possession of the Unitarian congregation worshipping in 
Benshaw Street, Liverpool, a MS. volume giving an account 
of Richard Mother, (chiefly on the authority of the celebrated 
Samuel Clarice,) so rich in local information, that he hoped it 
would be published. We shall all join in this hope after 
hearing the memoir given by Mr. Beamont.

Richard Mather (he says) the next master who was appointed by 
Sir Peter Legh, Knight, a successor to his ancestor of the same name, 
probably succeeded a William Horrocke, and of him and his history we 
are able to give some particulars. He was born in 1596, in a quaint 
house which may still be seen in Mather Lane, Lowton, which has the 
letters R. M. marked upon it in projecting brickwork. His parents, 
Thomas and Margaret Mather, very worthy people in a humble rank of 
life, sent him early to the school at Winwick, which was within an easy 
walk of his home; and in 1611, when he was yet but fifteen years of 
age, he became master of the school, which he left in the following year 
to undertake a public school in Toxteth Park, which was then a small 
rural village, very different from the populous suburb of Liverpool 
which it has since become. In May, 1618, he entered himself at 
Brasenose College, Oxford, where he seems not to have remained long 
enough to obtain a degree, for in 1620 he returned to his school in 
Toxteth, and in the same year took holy orders, and was ordained by 
Morton, Bishop of Chester. Morton, though well known to be opposed 
to the Puritans, to which party Mather belonged, was very kind to him, 
spoke to him after his ordination, and desired to be remembered by 
him in his prayers. Mr. Mather married Katherine, the daughter of 
Edmund Hoult, of Much-Woolton, by whom he had four goodly sons, 
Samuel, Nathaniel, Eleazer, and Increase Mather, of whom any parents 
might have been proud. While he was teaching at Toxteth Park he is 
believed to have had for his pupil Jeremiah Horrox, to whose singular



merits as an astronomer who was the first to observe the Transit of 
Venus, men of science until modern times have heen slow to acknow 
ledge their obligations. Horrox must have quitted Liverpool and gone 
to Cambridge a short time before Mr. Mather emigrated to New 
England. Only the first two of Mr. Mather's sons were born in 
England, for in 1633 there being an outcry raised against the Puritans, 
Mr. Mather "the minister and schoolmaster" of Toxteth Park, who had 
been once suspended for nonconformity and been restored and was 
afterwards again suspended, determined to join the Pilgrim Fathers in 
their transatlantic home, and in 1635 he carried his purpose into effect. 
On the 15th of April in that year he left Liverpool, the next day he 
reached Warrington, and on the 23rd he arrived at Bristol. \\ hy, we 
may enquire, could he not have found a ship at Liverpool to convey him 
to New England? But evidently ships then passed to and fro across 
the. Atlantic oftener from Bristol than Liverpool. In his journal he 
says that he had " a healthy, safe, and prosperous journey all the way 
" (blessed be the name of the Lord for the same!) taking but easy 
"journeys because of the women and footmen, and despatching 119 or 
" 120 miles in seven days !" An observation by his grandson Cotton 
Mather throws a doubt upon the pleasantness of the journey, where he 
says that his ancestor used to change his apparel every day, to avoid the 
pursuivants who were looking for him. When the vessel sailed from 
Bristol we do not know, but unless she was detained there some time 
the voyage to New England must have been unusually long, for the 
party did not land at Boston until the 17th of August, four months 
after their departure from Liverpool. After being welcomed on his 
arrival in the new world, Mr. Mather was soon settled as a preacher at 
Dorchester, where the once master of Winwick School brought up those 
sons who made his and their names famous on hoth sides of the Atlantic. 
He was able to find time from his ministerial vocation to prepare 
several religious and controversial works, which he sent over to be 
printed in England ; but in 1640 he joined John Eliot, the apostle of 
the North American Indians, and two other friends in preparing a trans 
lation of the Book of Psalms, from which we may infer that he had 
some skill in Hebrew, which, from the inscription in that tongue 
formerly on the Winwick School, we might suppose was a favourite 
study. This work, which was called " The Psalms in metre, faithfully 
" translated for the use, edification, and comfort of the siiints, in public 
" and private, especially in New England," the translators in the year 
1640 put into the hands of Daye, a printer, who printed it in America,
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where it is said to have been the first book ever printed on that side of 
the Atlantic. Mr. Mather, who stood high in the estimation of his 
religious party in America, was appointed by them in 1648 to draw up 
an outline of church discipline for New England, agreeable to Holy 
Scripture. (Waddingtoris Congregational History, 511.) If he can be 
truly said to have died, whose name lived after him in so many descend 
ants on both sides of the Atlantic, he died at Windsor, in Connecticut, 
on the 22nd April, 1669. His son Samuel returned to England, and 
became minister of Burtonwood; and Nathaniel, another son, is 
honoured with a beautiful Latin epitaph by Dr. Watts. On the arrival 
of William and Mary, Mr. Mather's son, Increase Mather, came to 
England as a commissiouer from Massachusetts, and succeeded in 
obtaining a renewal of their charter, on which occasion he had an 
interesting interview with Queen Mary. Many otlier particulars of the 
Mather family may be seen in Brooks' Puritans and in Sibley's Bio 
graphical Sketches of Harvard University.

About the year 1614 Radulphus Gorse, A.B., became the 
master of the Winwick Grammar School. " To him belongs/' 
says Mr. Beamont, " the enviable distinction of having pre- 
" pared for the University that great divine and excellent man, 
" John Howe, whose entry as a sizar at Christ's College, 
" Cambridge, in 1647, tells us that he was educated by Mr. 
" Gorse at Winwick. ' Literis institutes Winwick a Mr. Gorse.' 
" Howe, who was a man of most catholic spirit, became chap- 
" lain to Cromwell, and, having the power, he extended his 
" favours to many of those with whom he differed in politics, 
" and Dr. Watts has honoured his memory with an ode. 
" Before coming to be head master at Winwick, Mr. Gorse was 
"of the King's School nt Chester, where, on 28th September, 
" 1640, he was admitted, as ' Radulphus Gorse, baccalaureus,' 
" under master of that school. It is not known when Mr. 
" Gorse relinquished the Winwick School, but if he continued 
" to hold it in 1675, he was the master who first received the 
" sum of £5 which dame Margaret Ireland, of Bewsey, then 
" charged upon her estate of Gate-Wharf, and ordered to be 
" paid yearly to the master of Winwick School."
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Here I must bring to a close my extracts from Mr. Bea- 
mont's interesting account of Winwick Grammar School, and 
will only add to it the names of one or two others of its 
scholars who, in more modern times, have in their after lives 
maintained the credit of its earlier days. If the present Bishop 
of Rochester, Dr. T. L. Claughton, was not actually a pupil 
of the late Eev. Edmund Sibson, whilst he held the master 
ship of the Winwick Grammar School, he must have become 
so immediately on his resigning the school for the living of 
Ashton-in-Makerfield. Two of his younger brothers were 
certainly pupils here, one of whom is Dr. P. L. Claughton, 
the ex-bishop of Colombo. The sons of the late Admiral 
Sir Phipps Hornby received their early education here whilst 
the school was under the management of the Rev. Thomas 
Hinde, a native of Liverpool, one of these is now Admiral 
   Hornby, and another Dr. Hornby, the present head 
master of Eton.

VI. OLD HALL AT NEWTON-LE-WILLOWS. 
As the trains of the London and North-Western Railway 

Company, from London or Liverpool to Manchester or the 
North, draw up at the station of Newton-le-Willows, the 
attention of few of the passengers fails to be drawn, on look 
ing from the viaduct-bridge downwards to the valley below, 
by the bird's eye view of the picturesque moated house repre 
sented in the sixth, or last, vignette of my Local Sketches. 
This is Newton Hall, an ancient seat of the Blackburne 
family (now settled at Hale,) and was built by Thomas 
Blackburne in the year 1634. Some years ago, our former 
valued colleague, the late Dr. Robson, purchased at a book 
stall in Warrington Market place, a small book in a cipher 
manuscript, of which, after much puzzling, he was enabled 
to discover the key, and found it to be the diary of the above 
Thomas Blackburne, whilst he was engaged in building the 
house now under consideration. Towards the close of his
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life, Dr. Eobson presented this diary of his ancestor to the 
late John Ireland Blackburne, Esq., M.P., but he had pre 
viously supplied our friend Mr. Alfred Kimmer, architect, of 
Chester, with some interesting extracts, which Mr. Rimmer 
has printed in his Old Halls of Lancashire, and which 1 
venture to introduce here as adding greatly to the interest of 
the vignette.

Oct. the 13th, 1634. Aboute buildinge I did the whole of this day. 
* * * Reasonably well spente I this day in sivell outeward cariage; 
but inwardlye I am but wordly minded, could in devotion, and quite 
could in zeal, too earthly minded and troubled about bilding.

16th. This was our rearinge day, and about this busines I spent 
this whole day.

17th. Much troubled with bildirjge.
19th. Sunday, my minde verye much disquieted about my bildinge.
24th. lucumbered very much with my bildinge.
Nov. 11. Aboute my bildiuge I spent all this whole day : worldlye 

miended, and my thoughts are very much entangled about my bildinge.
Decembr 1st. This morning, after I had saied my morninge prayers, 

I wente to the new bildinge, and theare tny selfe alone did pray and 
meditate, &c.

CONCLUSION. It may already have been observed that the 
six " Local Sketches," which the Historic Society has gratified 
me by accepting and inserting in the present and past volumes 
of its Transactions, are all exterior to the borough of War- 
rington, although I have thought proper to associate them 
more or less with its name and history. 1 have still a large 
number of other sketches, which fall more immediately within 
the strict boundaries of the town of Warrington, illustrative 
of its very early history, its condition during the Civil War 
and later Scotch Rebellion, and last, though not least, memo 
rials of its once famous Academy. It will be with renewed 
pleasure that I may, at a future and convenient time, offer 
those also for the acceptance of the Historic Society.


