
MEMORIAL OF THE LATE T. T. WILKINSON, 

F.R.A.S., OF BURNLEY.

By William Alexander Abram, Esq. 

NOVEMBER lira, 1875.)

THE cause of science and of historic research sustained a 
palpable loss by the death, in the early part of the present 
year, of Mr. Thomas Turner Wilkinson, of Burnley. Of 
the several learned societies to which Mr. Wilkinson was 
attached, none, perhaps, will more sensibly feel the effect of 
his removal than the Historic Society of Lancashire and 
Cheshire ; for he held a place upon the Council nt the date of 
his decease, a position well earned by several useful contri 
butions to the Society's objects during a membership of 
twenty years. It was on the 30th November, 1854, that 
Mr. Wilkinson was elected a member; his first paper ap 
peared in the volume of Transactions for 1857, and his last 
in the session of 1872. During the intermediate years, 
from 1858 to 1871, Mr. Wilkinson contributed papers at 
intervals; in some cases two during one session. The 
members of this Society have consequently peculiar cause 
for experiencing the sense of deprivation occasioned by 
the death of one of the most industrious of its working 
antiquaries; and none will be likely to doubt the fitness of 
the insertion, at the request of the Council, of the following 
brief memorial of Mr. Wilkinson's life and literary work. 
The reason for asking the writer to prepare such an obituary 
notice will appear anon.

Thomas Turner Wilkinson was in the strictest sense a self-
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developed man, n self-taught student. The son of a farmer, 
left motherless in childhood and paternally neglected, he had 
nothing but his own efforts to thank for whatever education he 
obtained before he reached adult years. The history of his 
youth, as told by himself in the autobiographical paper which 
I have to introduce, is a common story of toilsome struggle; 
to reach the level of knowledge which the sons of cultured 
fathers may arrive at without a conscious endeavour. But 
where the favoured of fortune ordinarily are content to rest, 
the self-instructed, inured to the habit of severe labour,  
grown scornful of delights, and spurred to enterprise by the 
exigence of their position in the world, are sometimes un 
willing to desist from the pursuit of learning. By slow 
degrees Mr. Wilkinson made good his claim to the title of 
a successful student, and fitted himself to accept a post of 
responsibility as mathematical teacher in one of the old 
school foundations of his native district. This position he 
made the starting point of a fresh advance, on the road to 
eminence as a scholar and a teacher of science. Before his 
death, he had attained a good reputation in literature, and was 
esteemed among the learned, as possessed of extensive acquire 
ments in certain branches of science.

Mathematics were the " first love " of Mr. Wilkinson as a 
student; as instruction in the various branches of the subject 
was his professional business for some years. And mathe 
matical articles of his were first printed in 1837, in the Ladies' 
and Gentlemen's Diary, when he was about 22 years of age. 
In connection with this study, Mr. Wilkinson interested himself 
in the characters and writings of the Lancashire geometers. 
From his pen appeared, in several periodicals, memoirs of the 
following provincial English mathematicians : John Butter- 
worth, James Wolfenden, John Kay of Eoyton, Rev. John 
Lawson, William Crakelt, William Shepherd of Bradford, 
Dr. John Dalton of Manchester, J. H. Swale of Liverpool,
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Henry Buckley, Isaac Rowbotom, and Jeremiah Horrox. 
His last mathematical essay, on " Problems in Contact," was 
read before this Society January 11th, 1872, and is printed in 
its Transactions* Upon the quality of Mr. Wilkinson's 
mathematical writings, I am not able to pass a critical 
opinion ; but there is reason to know that those writings had 
gained for him a more than provincial recognition as an 
accomplished geometer.

Mr. Wilkinson's taste for archaeology and local history began 
to manifest itself somewhat later in life. I have heard him say 
that his acquaintance with the Eev. S. J. Alien, during that 
gentleman's residence in Burnley, was among the first influ 
ences that directed him to antiquarian investigation. Mr. 
Alien is known as having been the friend and amanuensis of 
Dr. T. D. Whitaker, author of the histories of Wlmlley, 
Craven, and Richmondshire; from whom he had himself derived 
the impulse towards the delightful study of antiquities, which 
he in turn imparted to Mr. Wilkinson. And it may not perhaps 
be deemed inapposite if I add, that Mr. William Angelo 
Waddington, of Burnley, and myself, as younger workers in 
the same field, are not reluctant to own the stimulus which 
the friendship with Mr. Wilkinson has given to our zeal for 
our prosecution of some branches of historical research. We 
may testify of our deceased mentor, that, like many of our 
ablest and most experienced county antiquaries, he was in no 
wise reluctant to communicate the results of his own sagacious 
inductions from facts laboriously collected, to such persons 
as he found earnestly bent upon following on in the same 
track of inquiry. His stores of knowledge were freely at 
the command of such as, by their sincere devotion to kindred 
aims, justified their claim to draw upon his treasury, replete 
as it was with " things new and old."

It is as a native Lancashire antiquary, however that the
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members of this Society are most directly interested in Mr. 
Wilkinson's life and literary work. And it will remain to the 
credit of the Society that its volumes of Transactions contain 
the larger proportion and the most notable of his contri 
butions to local topography and archaeology. These papers 
involved in their preparation a great deal of independent 
investigation; and collectively they may be said to add 
materially to the historical literature of Lancashire.

Other productions of our friend's industrious pen appear 
in the complete account of his writings comprised in the 
autobiography which he sent to the writer a few days before 
his death. In 1856 he published a " History of the Parochial 
" Church of Burnley," a small quarto volume of 120 pages, 
which contains much new matter; and generally his most 
extended and popular memoirs were produced within the last 
eight years of his life. The first of his books that may be 
placed in the category of general Lancashire literature, was 
an excellent volume on The Folk Lore of Lancashire, pub 
lished in 1867 ; which has been out of print for some years; 
and a second edition of which the author was contemplating 
 when death arrested his hand. His next considerable com 
pilation for the press was a volume on the Lancashire Legends, 
Traditions, Pageants, Sports, &c., published in 1873. His 
friend, the late Mr. John Harland, of Manchester, had left at 
his death in 1868 a collection of local traditions, which it had 
been designed to unite with similar stores accumulated by 
Mr. Wilkinson, for publication under joint editorship ; but 
Mr. Harland's death left entirely to Mr. Wilkinson the work 
of editing the materials. The names of both collectors, 
however, appear upon the title-page, and Mr. Wilkinson pre 
fixed an appreciative memoir of his deceased coadjutor. For 
this work he also wrote down for the first time several of 
the lingering oral traditions of East Lancashire, and noted 
a variety of popular notions more or less peculiar to the
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district. His last literary service was to edit and extend a 
second edition of Ballads and Songs of Lancashire, the first 
edition of which was prepared by Mr. Harland. This volume 
of Lancashire verse appeared but a very few clays before its 
editor was removed from this world, and it contains a little 
piece by Mr. Wilkinson himself, entitled " The Old Man's 
" Reverie," which (if not much in the way of poetry) has, 
under the circumstance of its composition, a certain pathos 
in its personal reference to the widowed situation of the 
writer, and his fondness for his little grandsons, the children 
of his widowed daughter.

It was while writing the memoir of his friend Harland for 
the volume of Lancashire Legends, that Mr. Wilkinson being 
thereby made familiar with the difficulty often found in pro 
curing trustworthy particulars of the early history of men of 
humble birth, and who have made themselves a name in litera 
ture, was led to draw up a concise narrative of the principal 
incidents of his own life, that might serve to acquaint his 
friends with the facts of his career after it had closed, and to 
prevent misstatement in any literary record. This auto-bio 
graphical sketch he gave to me a few months before his death, 
with the express request that, after his decease, I should make 
such use of it, in the way of publication, as should appear 
appropriate. I had the MS. transcribed, and I have strictly 
reserved its contents for publication in the pages of this 
Society's Transactions, in the anticipation which was speedily 
fulfilled that the Council would desire such a memorial to 
be printed. This exact and authentic account from our 
friend's own pen, brought down, as it chanced, to the last 
year of his life, quite dispenses with the need for biographic 
details by myself or any other. The story of his history is a 
"plain, unvarnished tale" of prolonged plodding, study, and 
endeavour by one who, in a contracted circle, was unwearied 
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in intellectual pursuits, and who at last found his efforts 
crowned by increased usefulness and extended respect.

I was born on the 17th of March, 1815, at Abbot House, or 
Mellor Hall. My parents' names were William WilMnson and 
Mary Turner ; hence my own name Thomas Turner Wilkinson, 
the second of which I adopted in honour of my mother, who 
died when I was about a year and ten months old.

After her death, my brother John and I were sent to live with 
my grandfather and grandmother, John and Elizabeth Turner, 
who then farmed Oxendale Hall estate, in Osbaldeston, formerly 
a seat of a branch of the knightly family of Osbaldeston. We 
remained there under the special charge of my aunt Ann, until 
my father married again, when I returned to Abbot House, 
Mellor, near Blackburn, but my brother was adopted by my 
aunt, and remained with her until his marriage.

When I was about seven years of age, I was sent to a school 
kept by a cousin named John West, who afterwards became a 
Manchester merchant, and amassed considerable wealth. I 
remained at his school for several years, and was soon noted as 
an excellent reader and a good arithmetician. My friends used 
to give me sixpences for reading to them some of the most 
difficult chapters they could find in the Old Testament and 
other books.

When I was about twelve years of age, I was taken from 
school in order to assist in the farm labours; and for some 
three or four years I neglected to continue my studies. On one 
occasion my brother paid me a visit and astonished me by his 
ability to work difficult questions in Arithmetic. I saw my own 
deficiency and determined to outdo him. My uncle, John 
Wilkinson, who was then in medical practice at Mellor, en 
couraged me, so I soon mastered Eeynolds's Arithmetic, then 
Crosby's Wallnnghame, and afterwards the more difficult one 
by Charles Vyse.

My father cared little about my improvement, and my 
stepmother less; but my uncle encouraged me all he could. 
He had a good library of books, medical and others; and I 
had full access to them whenever I had occasion. Exley's 
Encyclopedia, I remember, was a treasure, and helped me out of 
many a difficulty. I thus obtained a good general knowledge 
of diseases and their remedies, which has proved of much use 
to me in after life.

I then procured Pinnock's Catechisms of Algebra, and soon 
found I could comprehend this subject without a master, for I
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had now got beyond both my old teacher and my uncle. These 
were soon mastered, and I then entered upon Bonnycastle's 
Algebra and found it not too difficult. My uncle next procured 
for me Malton's Eoyal Road to Geometry, and I was soon engaged 
in that delightful study, which has ever since been a favourite 
one. I had already gone through Bonnycastle's Mensuration.

About the year 1830 there were resident in Mellor a number 
of youths who were anxious for intellectual advancement, and 
we formed a Mutual Improvement Society, which met once a 
week at the homes of the members in rotation. On these 
occasions I had one of the spare rooms at Abbot House fitted 
up with a table and seats ; and we used to study certain subjects, 
and discuss the knotty points which presented themselves, when 
we met. I derived much benefit from these meetings. We 
also clubbed our pence together, and formed a small library of 
books for general reference.

By this time I had become known to several good mathema 
ticians, of the old school, in the neighbourhood of Blackburn 
and Preston Mr. John Mitchell, of Pleasington School; Mr. 
William Harwood, and Mr. George Aspden, of Mellor; Mr. 
John Huntington, of Preston, and several others. These had 
occasional meetings at Mr. Mitchell's house ; and as they were 
all men of mature years, I looked upon it as a great privilege 
to be permitted to join them. I well recollect a Mr. Brewer, of 
Preston, explaining some wheel-work to us, which he required 
for an orrery; and this stimulated my desire to become ac 
quainted with Astronomy.

In 1888 I began to study Trigonometry with Mr. George 
Aspden, and went to his house once a fortnight for that purpose. 
Wright's Introduction to that subject was soon finished, and I 
then went on to Bonnycastle's and Keith's more extended 
treatises. He also gave me assistance in some of the more 
difficult portions of Algebra, and wrote out for me six questions, 
at each visit, from the one hundred given at the end of Hill's 
Arithmetic. I well remember finding this too slow ; and after I 
had solved about five sets of six questions, I requested him to 
lend me the book. He did so, and I took him solutions to the 
remaining seventy questions on my next visit. His astonished 
look, when he had examined my papers, I shall never forget.

About the year 1836, I became a private pupil of the Eev. 
William Hartley, incumbent of Balderstone, and improved 
myself in several subjects under his care. We were on terms 
of intimacy until his death ; and on one occasion his old pupils 
presented him with a testimonial and an address, in token of 
our respect and in recognition of his services. I had then
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become a Fellow of the Eoyal Astronomical Society, and be 
valued this as much as if the honour had been conferred on 
himself.

I also remember that Mr. Charles Tiplady, bookseller, 
Blackburn, had procured a copy of Eland's Hydrostatics for a 
customer, who never called for the work. After a time he 
placed it in his window for sale, and I became the purchaser. 
A new field of inquiry was thus opened to me, and I read the 
treatise with avidity. I also began to take in the Treatises 
issued by the Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge, 
and found them to contain much information on subjects in 
which I felt a warm interest.

The appearance of Halley's Comet, in 1885, much increased 
my desire to become better acquainted with Astronomy, and I 
then read, and re-read, Ferguson's, Bonnycastle's, and Gregory's 
treatises, with much care. At a later period I found Maddy's 
Astronomy of much use for calculations.

In this year, through the good offices of the Eev. William 
Hartley and Mr. Henry Collinson, an arrangement was made 
by which I went into the counting-house of Messrs. William 
and John Statter, cotton spinners, Mellor Brook, and an agree 
ment stated that I should enter the firm, on certain conditions, 
after a service of seven years. This introduced me to cotton- 
spinning calculations, at which I was soon an adept. At one 
time I had calculated every speed and draught in the mill from 
the fly-wheel to the spindles. My services were also required 
by other firms when difficulties arose. However, the Messrs. 
Statter became bankrupts, in 1837-8, and thus my cotton- 
spinning hopes were blighted.

At this time I was well acquainted with the Eev. Francis 
Kirkpatrick, incumbent of St. Mary's Church, Mellor. I had 
written for his choir some Christmas hymns, which are probably 
still to be found in the old MS. books belonging to the musicians 
of that neighbourhood ; and I had also ridiculed the singing of 
a neighbouring choir in some humorous rhymes, which made a 
great noise along the country side. I had, besides, taught in 
Sunday schools both at Mellor and Mellor Brook; and hence, 
when the Eev. Samuel Loscombe Alien, second master of the 
Burnley Grammar School, went out to India as a missionary, I 
was recommended, by Mr. Kirkpatrick and the Eev. W. Hartley, 
as a proper person to succeed him. I accordingly waited upon 
the head master, the Eev. Samuel James Alien, M.A., and was 
at once appointed.

The head master proved to me a valuable friend; for he not 
only assisted me in rubbing up my Latin, but also lent me such
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books as I required. It was he who revived my taste for local 
antiquities, which had been ingrained from my residence at two 
of the ancient mansions of Eibblesdale. When a boy, too, I 
had many times visited Sarnlesbury, Balderstone, Sunderland, 
Hothersal, Osbaldeston, Ribchester, Stydd, and Stonyhurst; so 
that the embers needed only the fan to woo them into flame. 
In my early days I had heard all the old stories, legends, and 
folklore of the district; and hence the loan of Whitaker's 
Whalley from Mr. Alien was just what was needed. I read this 
work, much enriched by Mr. Alien's notes, and have ever since 
had the desire to become an antiquary.

On Mr. Alien's promotion to the vicarage of Easingwold, 
I went to Crawshaw Booth, and opened the National School 
there in February, 1839, under the superintendence of the Rev. 
Ebenezer Alien, a brother of the late head master. I trans 
ferred that school to my brother in 1840; and in October of 
that year I opened the National School at Sandy Gate, Burnley, 
where I continued for two years ; and then resumed my assistant 
mastership at the Grammar School in 1842, on the appointment 
of the Rev. James Butler as head master. In 1845 I retired 
from this position, and opened a school on my own account at 
Mount Pleasant, Burnley. I remained here until 1857, when, 
on the solicitation of Richard Sutcliffe, Esq., and others, I went 
back to my old situation at the Grammar School, where I re 
mained until December, 1871, and then finally ceased to be a 
teacher.

Before I was twenty years of age I had read most of our best 
poets. Milton's Paradise Lost, Pope's Homer, and Dryden's 
Virgil were amongst the number; but those I most admired 
were Pope's Dunciad, his general poetical compositions, and his 
Essay on Man. I committed a considerable portion of Kirke 
White's Remains to memory, and admired his letters. At one 
time I could recite many of Burns's poems and songs, and 
especially valued his "Tamo' Shauter," &c. I also read the 
Spectator, the Tatler, the Guardian, &c., with much interest; 
and was so much taken up with Johnson's Eambler that I was 
vain enough to attempt compositions of my own, and compared 
them with similar essays in that noted serial! This practice, 
however presumptuous it may appear, gave me a facility of 
composition which proved of great value. Hume and Smollet's 
History of England was the first I remember reading, although 
Goldsmith's small work had been used at school. In Grammar 
I had Lindley Murray, Sutcliffe, and Lennie ; the last-named 
work was my favourite, and at one time I had committed to 
memory though Grammar is a matter of judgment every 
definition and rule in the work.
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On visiting Liverpool in 1889 I bought Bridge's Mechanics, 
which I read with much interest; and this was followed up with 
Professor Young's elegant work, and the more extended treatise 
by Dr. Olinthus Gregory. I found Young's work so much to 
my taste, that I studied his works on the Differential and Inte 
gral Calculus in preference to any others. I had previously 
examined Dr. Mutton's general Course of Mathematics, and had 
made much use of Gardiner's edition of Sherwin's Logarithms, 
and also Dr. Hutton's Tables.

In 1837 I sent my first contribution to the Lady's Diary, in 
the shape of a poetical enigma on a " Shuttle." It was printed 
in the Diary for 1838, and I continued to contribute poetry, 
philosophical essays, and mathematical problems to that work 
until its discontinuance in 1871. I gained the mathematical 
prize for answering the prize question in 1852 ; and many of 
my solutions are printed in the successive numbers of that work. 
Several of my mathematical essays may also be found in the 
Appendices. W. S. B. Woolhouse, P.E.A.S., was the editor.

In 1838 or 1839 I found that the York Commit newspaper 
included philosophical queries and mathematical questions. 
This column was then edited by Thomas Tate, F.K.A.S., after 
wards mathematical master in Battersea college ; and on his 
leaving York for that place, the mathematical column was 
placed under the care of my friend William Tomlinson, F.E.A.S., 
then of Archbishop Holgate's Grammar School, and afterwards 
of St. Peter's College, York. That work contains several 
answers to queries from myself, and many mathematical solu 
tions both of my own and of several of my pupils. I continued 
to be a contributor until the mathematics were discontinued as 
being deemed unfit for the columns of a newspaper.

When the Northumbrian Mirror was established, I became a 
correspondent to the work, and contributed several mathe 
matical solutions to its pages. The Preston Chronicle also began 
to publish mathematical questions, and I sent a few to its pages. 
Septimus Tebay, B.A., was the editor.

In 1845-50 the Mathematician was established and issued at 
Woolwich. I had then become acquainted with Professor 
Davies, one of the editors, and hence several of my mathe 
matical solutions are contained in successive numbers of that 
work. There are three volumes of the Professor's letters to mo 
amongst my manuscripts. On the Professor's death, his widow 
presented me with his copy of Leybourn's Mathematical Reposi 
tory, as a memento of my valued friend.

When the Educational Times was established, I was one of its 
earliest promoters, and had the principal share in introducing
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the mathematical department into that journal. This portion 
was at first edited by Eichard Wilson, D.D., author of an excel 
lent treatise on Trigonometry, and it is now (1878) under the 
care of W. J. C. Miller, B.A., of Hudderstield college. This 
work contains very many mathematical questions and solutions, 
which I have contributed at different times. I also gained the 
two mathematical prizes which were offered by the proprietors 
for the best solutions to certain questions. Already more than 
4000 questions have been proposed and answered in this work. 
A lengthy paper on Porisms, from me, will bo found in this 
journal.

I also contributed a few questions and solutions to the 
English Journal of Education, when Mr. William Godward was 
mathematical editor.

Some of my earliest poetical contributions may be found in 
the pages of the Blackburn Standard newspaper ; and the late 
Mr. Walkden engaged me as his news correspondent at Burnley 
for some years. I soon tired of journalism, for I found that the 
more truth I told, the less I pleased those concerned; besides, 
the politics of the paper did not agree with my own convictions.

In 1822 the Blackburn group of mathematicians established 
a bi-yearly journal, entitled The Student's Companion, a Literary, 
Mathematical, and Pliilosophical Miscellany. It was published 
by Mr. Thomas Eogersou, Market Place, Blackburn, but it was 
discontinued after two numbers were issued. I knew most of 
the contributors, in after years, personally ; and their writings 
interested me when I began to take an active part in such con 
tributions. Charles Holt was then schoolmaster at Hoghton; 
and acted as principal editor. In my copy of this serial, I 
made notes respecting some of the contributors, which are 
worth transcribing. George Aspden was my old tutor ; he 
afterwards became master of the National School at Padiham. 
J. Blakey afterwards became a schoolmaster at Blackburn; 
William Sefton became a cotton manufacturer; William 
Harwood was a weaver at Mellor, and taught himself to read 
after he was 22 years of age. He was a fair mathematician. 
William Charnley, afterwards schoolmaster at Darwen; John 
Ward, subsequently master of Pleasington School, in succession 
to John Mitchell, senior, and John Mitchell, junior ; Benjamin 
Fielding became a land surveyor at Darweu, and committed 
suicide by hanging. " Vulcan " was John Dewhurst, a worthy 
blacksmith in Northgate, Blackburn; Henry Lightbown was 
the master of a private school in Ainsworth Street, and was 
part editor of the Student's Companion ; he was a good mathe 
matician, and wrote much in the Mathematical Companion and 
the Diaries. John Brierley was a farmer and schoolmaster at
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Brindle; he was fond of the Diophantine Analysis, but was 
most eccentric in his manners. John Huntington kept a 
private academy in Trinity School, Preston ; he was an able 
correspondent to the mathematical periodicals, especially the 
Diary, B. Derham was an officer of Excise at Blackburn; 
B. Longwith is " Lightbown;" and " J. M. P." represents 
John Mitchell of Pleasington, then one of the most successful 
schoolmasters in this division of the county. Timothy Pearson 
became a manufacturer and farmer at Hoghton ; he was a 
distant relative of my own by the grandmother's side. To this 
group, at a later period, must be added the names of John 
Garstang, for a long time assistant master of the Blackburn 
Grammar School; then master of Paradise Academy; and 
now actuary of the Blackburn Savings' Bank. He is a good 
mathematician ; wrote to the York Covrant, the Diary, &c. ; 
and taught the Eev. Eobert Harley, F.E.S., &c., now one of the 
leading mathematicians of the day. Richard Eaves, formerly 
book-keeper at Brook House Mills, and latterly of the Bate 
Offices, Blackburn ; was also a good mathematician, and gained 
a prize in the Diary. My own name must now be appended ; 
for these were my personal friends in youth, and we have 
enjoyed much scientific intercourse with each other. Septimus 
Tebay, B.A., then of Preston, but latterly head master of 
Eivington School, occasionally joined us at Blackburn, when 
we met at Mr. Garstang's ; he is one of the ablest of our Lanca 
shire mathematicians, and has gained many prizes in the Diary. 
He is also the author of an excellent treatise on Mensuration.

In 1846 I contributed some mathematical exercises, &c., to 
the Mechanics' Magazine. These brought me into correspondence 
with Professor Davies, Professor De Morgan, Sir James Cockle, 
and others. I purchased my first mathematical periodical, the 
Ladi/'s Diary, in 1835, and the contents of this so interested 
me that I began to collect all the English periodicals which con 
tained mathematics. In process of time I had in my possession 
the most extensive series of these works out of London. I 
made these an object of special study, and at the suggestion of 
Professor Davies I commenced a series of articles on our 
English Mathematical Periodicals in the Mechanics' Magazine 
during 1848, which extended through various volumes of that 
work up to 1854. I think about 28 of these works are there 
summarized and described. I afterwards followed them up to 
another series, entitled Not® Mathematics;, which extended to 
about twelve papers. I also contributed many other short 
essays to this Journal, including articles 011 " Transversals," 
"Homer's Synthetic Division," "Impossible Equations," &c. 
Biographies of Butterworth, Wolfenden, and Kay, may also be 
found in the same serial.
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These essays were much valued, and led to my being elected 
a Fellow of the Eoyal Astronomical Society, in December, 1850. 
The Eev. J. W. Whitaker, D.D., Vicar of Blackburn, certified 
my fitness for the honour from " personal knowledge," and his 
nomination was backed by Professors Davies, De Morgan, Dr. 
Butherford, W. S. B. Wheelhouse, and others. Soon after, the 
Manchester Literary and Philosophical Society elected mo a 
corresponding member ; and I was also enrolled a member of 
the Lancashire and Cheshire Historic Society, on the recom 
mendation of Dr. Hume and others.

When Professor Davies died, in 1851, he left a series of papers 
unfinished in the Philosophical Magazine, on " Geometry and 
" Geometers." I added two papers to complete the series; 
and also wrote an Essay on English Mathematical Literature 
for the Westminster Review, which was printed in the number 
for April, 1851. The writings of Professor Davies are here 
specially dwelt upon.

When the publication called Notes and Queries was established, 
I was requested to become a contributor by Professor Davies 
and Mr. Thorns. I accordingly contributed a paper on the 
" Study of Geometry in Lancashire," and my " notes " occur 
at intervals from ihe first to the end of Hie fourth series of that 
journal.

To the Manchester Memoirs I contributed an essay on the 
"Lancashire Geometers and their Writings;" a " Memoir of 
"the Eev. John Lawson, B.D. ;" "The Life and Writings of 
" Dr. John Dalton ;" and many minor papers. A very extended 
notice of the contents of the Lady's Diary will also he found in 
the pages of the Educational Times; and I also reprinted some 
of the notices on Mathematical Periodicals in the Irish Teachers' 
Journal, to which I sent several mathematical questions and 
solutions. I also gave a series of such questions in the first two 
volumes of The Key, the mathematical portion being edited by 
my friend, Mr. J. W. C. Miller.

At an early period of my studies I found it necessary to 
consult the leading French authors on Geometry. I therefore 
placed myself under the tuition of M. Hallen, and soon became 
able to read, write, and translate French with tolerable ease. 
This led to my adding the works of Monge, Hatchette, Lacroix, 
Laplace, Carnot, Poncelet, Chasles, &c., to my library. I 
also procured Hatchette's Correspondence, Gergonne's Annales, 
Quetelet's Correspondence, Terquem's Noucelles Annales des 
Malhematiques, to which last-named work I contributed several 
mathematical scraps. The results of this French leaven will 
be seen in many of my later papers.



My being located in the centre of the Burnley coal field, drew 
my attention to the Geology of the district. In conjunction 
with my friend, Mr. Hull, I drew up a description of the 
Burnley Coalfield, which I read before the British Association, 
at Manchester, in 1861. The Manchester Geological Society 
elected me a member, and I contributed several papers oil 
"Drift Deposits," &c., to the Transactions of that Society.

I also published a paper " On the Geology of East 
Lancashire," in Country Words, Manchester, 1866; and two 
chapters on " Astrology," past and present, in the same short 
lived journal.

In 1858 I sent an account of the Eclipse of the Sun, March 
18th, as seen at Burnley, which is printed in the Monthly 
Notices of the Astronomical Society ; and in 1859, when Mr. 
Whattou published his Life of Horrox, and a translation of the 
Venus in Sole Visa, I reviewed the work at great length in the 
Prt'ston Chronicle newspaper. This may be seen in volume II 
of my collected papers.

A series of papers on "The Folklore of Philosphers"; 
"Derbyshire Mathematicians"; " Sacheverel Biots in Lanca 
shire " ; &c., may be seen in different volumes of the Reliquary. 
In several of these I used some MS. left by my esteemed friend, 
John Harland, F.S.A.

A reference to Dobson's Rambles by the nibble, Harland's 
Lancashire Ballads, and the new edition of Bailies' Lancashire, 
by Messrs. Harland and Herford, will shew that I assisted a 
little in those works ; but the same may be said to a much 
larger extent as to the new edition of Dr. Whitaker's History 
of Whalley, edited by the late John Gough Nichols, F.S.A., to 
whom I sent all my local collections relating to the Parish of 
Whalley. All the early Boman and Saxon portions of the 
work were revised, and the Burnley section was almost 
re-written, by myself. We had arrived at the sheet commencing 
" Gawthorpe " at the time of Mr. Nichols's unexpected death.

My love for antiquities was never latent for any long period ; 
hence I contributed occasional papers on our local antiquities 
to the Burnley Advertiser and G-avette. These were on " The 
Civil Wars as relating to East Lancashire " ; " The Fight near 
Padiliam" ; " The Chantries at Burnley, Holme, Padiham," &c.; 
"The Witches of Pendle Forest"; "Burnley in the Olden 
Time " ; "A noted Burnley Incumbent " ; &c. At a later 
period I sketched our " Ancient Mansions and their Owners " in 
four lectures : two have been printed, and two remain in MS. 
I also gave a sketch of a visit to some " Ancient Mansions in 
Blackburnshire," which was printed in the Blackburn Time* by 
my friend Mr. Abram.
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When the Manchester Literary Club formed a Committee for 
issuing a Glossary of the Lancashire Dialect, I was included, 
amongst the number; and have supplied meanings, derivations, 
and uses of all our dialect words up to the end of the letter E 
(1873).

In 1856 I published a History of the Parochial Church of 
Burnley, which has been much quoted by Canon Eaines, and 
others.

Owing to my connection with the Lancashire and Cheshire 
Historic Society, I was led to contribute many papers to their 
Transactions. There are three on " Lancashire Customs," &c.; 
one on the " Battle of Brunanburh " ; others on " Geometrical 
Analysis " ; " Liverpool Mathematicians " ; " Biographies of 
Swale, Buckley," &c.; " Spenser and the East Lancashire 
Dialect"; "On Songs and Ballads current in Lancashire"; 
"On Fossil Trees found at Burnley"; "The Burnley Coal 
field" ; " Problems on Contact of Circles," &c. Some of these 
have been highly spoken of by those best able to judge.

My contributions to Notes ami Queries on our local Folklore, 
and the paper on "Lancashire Customs," previously alluded to, 
led my excellent friend, John Harland, to propose that we 
should issue a joint volume 011 " Lancashire Folklore." This 
was issued in 1867, and a large edition was soon sold off. At 
Mr. Harland's death, we had collected materials towards a 
second volume ; and these scraps were given into my hands by 
his literary executor, the Eev. Brook Herford. I set to work 
and finished a volume of " Lancashire Legends," &c., which 
was issued to the public on March 12th, 1878 ; by March 80th, 
the work was " out of print," 1750 copies having been sold.

I may now add a note or two on my connection with the 
public affairs of Burnley. In 1847 I was elected one of the 
" Improvement Commissioners," who then had the government 
of Burnley under an Improvement Act. Soon after my election 
I was put on the Finance Committee, and, in a short time, made 
chairman. I continued a Commissioner until 1861, when 
Burnley was incorporated. At the first election of Town 
Councillors I was second on the poll; and was chosen Alderman 
by my fellow town councillors. I was re-elected in 1862, and 
in 1868, and remain Chairman of the Finance Committee. On 
my leaving the Grammar School, in December, 1871, I was not 
well used by the head master ; but on his resignation the school 
was closed during the erection of the new buildings. In 1873 
I was elected one of the Trustees.

I have been twice married: in 1837 to Agues Ward, of 
Preston ; again, in 1840, to Angelina Harrison, of Burnley,
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whose great-grandfather was Vicar of Gisburn for over forty 
years. His son Valentine was captain in the Eoyal Navy, and 
his descendants still reside in the neighbourhood of Portsmouth. 
The Vicar was closely related, by marriage, to the first Lord 
Kibblesdale.

I have one son and two daughters living; the former an 
architect and surveyor.

Our family traditions are, that my family is descended from 
a younger son of the Willdnsons of Durham; that my great 
grandfather commenced grazing and farming in N.W. York 
shire ; then removed to Eccleshill, Cabin End, and Knusden 
near Blackburn. My grandfather at one time farmed the two 
latter ; and then removed to Abbot House in Mellor, where I 
was born. My father succeeded him. Our motto is said to be, 
Nee re;/e, nee popluo, sed utroque; to which sentiment I have no 
objection.

A few sentences will suffice to complete the record from the 
point at which it was left by the deceased. He was in fairly 
good health when these remarks were penned, sometime 
towards the close of 1873. But the term of his life was 
nearer a finish than he could have supposed, when he made 
this provision against the Inst contingency. On the 13th 
of April, 1874, he sustained a terrible blow. His wife died 
without so much ns a minute's warning, during his absence 
from the house, and the inconsiderate manner in which the 
intelligence was communicated to the affectionate husband, 
greatly added to the crushing effect of the sudden stroke. 
The day after, he wrote me :  " We are overwhelmed witli grief 
" at our house to-day. My dear wife died yesterday in an 
" instant, while sitting at dinner. I was not at home, and 
"she died in the arms of her eldest daughter. Excuse more 
" from your afflicted friend." He was himself soon after 
stricken with serious illness, and for several months lay pros 
trate under successive attacks, recovery from which was retarded 
by the mental distress that had brought it on. Eventually 
he was somewhat better, and between the great trouble of 
April, 1874, and his own death, about nine months later, he
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passed through the press nearly 600 pages of the new edition 
of the Lancashire Ballads, working steadily by sheer force 
of literary habit, in spite of excessive weakness and pain. 
November 8th he wrote : " I have sent in all the copy of 
" the Ballads for the printer. . . . My health is still 
" very precarious in fact, varies as the weather. I doubt if 
" I shall ever fully recover;" and spoke of his disease as 
of a kind " not easily removed." Wednesday, January 13th, 
he spent in Blackburn. He was tolerably cheery in spirits, 
and sat to a photographer for a successful portrait. 

It may be proper to insert here 

THE OLD MAN'S REVEKIE.

An old man sat on the low porch seat,
And he grieved for his help-meet gone; 

Then his grandsons nestled around his feet,
And a smile on his pale face shone.

The west wind wafted its halmiest breeze,
And the brooklet babhled hard by ; 

The sun lit up the quivering trees,
As he sank in the western sky.

Then the old man mused on days of yore,
Of the time when his cares were light, 

When merry feet danced the greensward o'er,
And his every hope was bright.

The thoughts of youth and his manhood's pride
As the fitful breeze passed on, 

Till they circled round a faithful bride,
By his worth and affection won.

The clouds now passed o'er the sun's bright face,
And they shadowed each hill and dale ; 

'Twas an emblem just of the old man's race,
As he pressed through his life's rough vale.

Then to one dark spot his thoughts now turned 
When the battle was well nigh won  

He closed his eyes, which the salt tears burned,
As he whispered, " Thy will be done."

Tow'rds the future next his musings bent,
And a smile o'er his calm face passed: 

Faith saw the crown of a life well spent,
For the haven was reached at last.
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Then the children clasped their grandsire's knees;
But the world had vanished from sight; 

And soft winds sped through the bending trees,
As they murmured his last " Good night."

One more note the writer had from him, and a few days 
later his daughter wrote that he was very ill. He now sunk 
rapidly, and died on the morning of Saturday, February 6th, 
1875. An associate, Mr. W. A. Waddington, of Burnley, 
 wrote on that day : " I know how grieved you will be to 
" hear of the death of Mr. Wilkinson. He died this morning. 
" His loss will be very much felt indeed, and no one will 
" appreciate more than yourself his real worth. Like myself, 
" you will feel you have lost a warm and generous friend ; 
" for, notwithstanding the disparity in years, he has ever been 
" most kind and helpful."

In Burnley the death of Mr. Wilkinson was universally felt 
to be a public loss. His remains were buried at Holy Trinity 
Church, on Wednesday, February 10th. The funeral was a 
public one, and in the procession were the Mayor of Burnley, 
and most of the members of the Town Council; the Head 
Master of the Grammar School, and a number of the Scholars; 
with representatives of this Society, the Manchester learned 
societies, and several local literary institutions. Many 
personal friends of the deceased joined in the last tribute 
to the worth of one of the ablest, most industrious, and 
most useful among the authors and scientific men this part of 
the country has produced.


