
PROCEEDINGS,

TWENTY-EIGHTH SESSION, 1875-76.

ANNUAL GENEEAL MEETING, 

Royal Institution, Colquitt Street, Liverpool, November 2nd, 1875.

THE REV. CANON HUME, D.C.L., PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR. 

The SECRETARY read the following

REPORT.
The Session which has just closed has been in several respects an 

interesting one ; and the retiring Council venture to hope, a profitable 
one for the Society. In the first instance, there has been an abundance 
of good papers ; and if ever the intellectual matter fall short, it is more 
likely to be from a want of successful mining than from an absence of 
rich ore. Second, certain difficulties which had occurred have been 
cleared away, and the path of inquiry has been made more smooth. 
Thirdly, the ordinary business of the Society has been conducted with 
success.

The Library of the Society has now assumed large dimensions, and 
has become of considerable importance to the members, though most of 
them are unacquainted with it. A great effort has therefore been made 
to put it into complete order, and the work is now approaching a suc 
cessful termination. The Council hope that it may be available to all 
the Members, in the course of the Session. The new Catalogue has 
now nearly passed through the press, and a copy of it will soon be in 
the hands of the various Members. Along with the list of books there 
will be given a list of the objects in the Society's collection, now 
deposited at the Town Museum.

The retirement of the Assistant-Secretary at the close of last Session, 
rendered the appointment of a successor necessary as soon as con 
venient. But the President and the Honorary Secretary generously 
undertook to divide the work between them for one Session ; and they 
have performed it with at least the usual efficiency, though at consider 
able inconvenience to themselves. The Council have now nominated 
to this post, Mr. Arthur Wakefield, of the Liverpool Library; and 
though they propose to relieve him of about half the usual work, viz., 
the editing of the Annual Volume, they have confidence that the 
property will be well looked after, and especially that the Library will 
be kept in good condition,
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The superabundant copies of the volumes for the last twenty-seven 
years have now become so numerous as to amount to nearly 2000 ; and 
the space which they occupy in store, is urgently wanted for other 
purposes. The Council therefore recommend that as soon as convenient, 
and as far as possible, they be arranged in sets, say the first series by 
itself, and the second series in like manner, and that these, as well as 
single volumes, be offered to the Members at such prices as will secure 
a sale. Many of them are of great interest and value, aud are hand 
somely. put up in cloth boards, lettered.

The Annual volume which was ready last Session before the Anniver 
sary, the 18th of October, has been delayed this year by causes which 
were unavoidable, some of which have been noticed. But it is in 
hands and steadily progressing; aud will be duly forwarded to every 
member entitled to receive it.

Mr. H. Ecroyd Smith, the Honorary Curator, has removed from 
Liverpool, and has therefore been forced to resign his office. The 
Society has more than once expressed its acknowledgments for his 
services in connexion with the subject of Archaeology; and it is only 
fitting to notice in like manner the services which he has rendered for 
Bis years in connexion with this office. In the course of the Session, 
the Honorary Librarian also resigned his office, on the ground that it 
made too great demands on his time; and the Council have for the 
present left the office vacant, in the hope, that when the Library and 
stock are in thorough order, they may more easily find some well- 
qualified gentleman who will undertake the office.

All outstanding arrears of subscriptions have been called in; the 
most explicit information has been conveyed on the subject to the 
members; and now, all those whose names appear on the list are in 
loyal connexion with the Society. But it has been necessary to put the 
laws in force against a few; so that four have been silently erased from 
the roll, and eight have been formally expelled from the Society.

Death has been unusually busy with the members during the last 
year, in which several of those who were longest connected with the 
Society have passed away. Among these were two of the Members of 
Council, Mr. McQuie and Mr. Wilkinson of Burnley, both of whom had 
rendered good service to the Society. Mr. McQuie was for several years 
one of the Auditors; and Mr. Wilkiuson, a biographical account of 
whom will be read at one of our early meetings, was a writer of great 
versatility aud talent. The deaths in all have been twelve during two 
successive sessions; in addition to some who have been compelled to 
retire, especially from the pressure of age and infirmity. Among these 
is Mr. J. T. Towson, KK G.S., who has been for many years an able and 
earnest member of several of our local learned societies.

The President, whoso services have now extended over six years, and 
who for the last three only yielded to the earnestly expressed wishes of 
the Council, has placed his resignation unreservedly in their hands, 
though promising assistance in any department in which his services 
can be made available. While thanking him for the interest which he 
has shown in the Society from its foundation, they have endeavoured to 
select a successor who is not unknown to the Society as an author, and 
from whom other literary and archffiological contributions may be 
expected. He is prominently connected with the district which it is the
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object of the Society to illustrate : and he will, they have no doubt, 
sustain the interest and maintain the honour of the Society.

The Balloting Slips for the Council and Officers have been made out 
in accordance with the Laws.

The Treasurer was not prepared at this meeting with a Balance 
Sheet; but he stated generally that about ^100 had been received 
during the Session, while the gross arrears appeared to be between £60 
and £70. (See page 194.)

It was moved by Mr. RICHABDS, seconded by the Rev. R. SALTHOUSE, 
F.R.G.S., and resolved, That the Report now read be adopted, printed 
in the Proceedings, and circulated among the Members.

A Ballot having been taken for the Council and Officers, the following 
gentlemen were declared duly elected. See page iv.

November llth, 1875. 

REV. CANON HUME, D.C.L., Vice-President, in the Chair.

The following objects were exhibited : 
By Miss ffarington.

Four interesting drawings, of some stained glass at Worden, said 
to have come from Lathom House. They represented respec 
tively the following: 

1. Arms of Edward Stanley, third earl of Derby, K.G., ob. 1572. 
Over it is the date 1568. It contained sixteen quarterings, 
viz.: (1) Stanley, ''2) Lathom, (3) Strange. (4) Man, (5) 
Mohun, (6) Bassett, (7) Burrell, (8) Lacy, (9) Warren, (10) 
Woodville, (11) Montalt, (12) Strange, (13) BlountorMountjoy, 
(14) Dymoke, (15) St. Pal, (16) Lisle.

The following descriptive note was written on the back: 
" There is no azure in the bend of Stanley, and the field of Ijathom 

' is argent instead of or. No. 6 was most likely meant for Bassett, but 
' the piles should have been gules and the canton on the dexter side. 
' 7 I am disposed to think was meant for Burnell, which properly 
' should have been argent a lion rampant table, crowned or within a 
' bordure argent, but the bordure was sometimes omitted. The lion 
' being nrowned is against assigning the coat to Albini. 8 was probably 
1 meant for Lacy, and should have teen gules, a fess ermine between 
1 three boars' heads couped or. This is not Lacy, Earl of Lincoln, but 
' another family. The Earl of Derby claimed the Baronies of Strange, 
' Mohun, Bassett, Buruell, and Lacy. No. 9 is probably for Warenne, 
4 though it has argent for azure. 10 is Woodville, accounted for by the 
' marriage of John, Lord Strange, with Jaquetta, daughter of Sir Richard 
' Woodville, afterwards Earl 1-iivers. 11 is Montalt, but the lion should 
' not have been guardant. [Montalt was borne by the Stanleys offiei- 
' ally, as seneschals of Chester, in right of Hawarden Castle. Wm. 
' Langton, ESQ..] 12 is a repetition of 3, viz., Strange. 13 was prob- 
1 ably meant for Blount or Mountjoy. Mountjoy is properly burry 
'nebuly of six or and sable, but it is sometimes wavy. 14 may 
' probably have been for Dymock, which was sometimes argent a sword
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" in pale gules, and sometimes table a sword in pale argent. 15 is a 
" very strange coat, but I conjecture it was meant for paly vair and 
" gules, (or vair three pallets gules,) on a chief argent a label gules  
" which is St. Pal. 16 may have been intended for Lisle, which is 
" gules a lion passant guardant armed or. On glass, crowns are often 
" omitted (hut not often added) by mistake. With the exception of 
" St. Pal, I cannot account for the last four qnarterings. The presence 
" of St. Pal may be accounted for, though not justified. Jaquetta, wife 
"of John, Lord Strange of Knockin, was an ancestress; one of the 
" daughters of Sir Kichard Woodville, by his wife Jaqueline of Luxem- 
" bourg, daughter of John, Count of St. Pal; and as nobility in France 
" was not restricted to the eldest son, or even sons, but extended to 
" daughters nlso, the Earl might have supposed he was entitled to the 
" coat of St. Pal. It was one of the quarterings of Queen Elizabeth 
" Woodville; but none of her other quarterings appear in this coat. 
" St. Pal more commonly has the chief or and the label azure.

" You will see that I cannot reconcile these quarterings with the 
" Earl's pedigree. According to that, Barneville, Harrington and 
" Gonshill might have been quartered; but not one appears in this 
" coat.

"Yours very truly,
" WKSTON S. WALFOBD." 

" Nov. 3rd, 1873."

2. Arms of Henry Stanley, fourth earl of Derby, ob. 1593. It 
contained eight quarterings with an inescutcneon of pretence 
bearing four more, viz.: (1) Stanley, (2) Latbom, (3) Man, 
(4) Warren, (5) Strange, (ti) Woodville, (7) Mohun, (8) Montalt. 
On the inescutcheon (I) Clifford, (2) Brandon of Suffolk, 
(3) Burgh of Rockley, (4) Clifford.

3. Arms of Ann, daughter of Edward, Lord Hastings of Hunger- 
ford, wife of Thomas, second earl of Derby. Quarterings  
(1) Hastings, (2) Hungerford, (3) Botreux, (4) Botreux, (5) 
Moels, (0) Pole, baron Montague, (7) Clarence i.e. Plantagenet, 
countess of Salisbury, (8) Neville of Abergavenny, (9) Mon 
tague, (10) Beauchamp, (11) Le Despencer, (12) Clare.

4. An eagle's foot. Badge of Stanley.
[A practical glass painter would understand at once that the azure 

in the Stanley and Warenne coats had flown in the burning, and 
some other colours also in shield 1.]

The following papers were read : 

I.
MEMORIAL OF THE LATE T. T. WILKINSON, F.R.A.S., OF BUBNLET, 

by W. A. Abram, Esq.*

II.

MEMORIALS or THE LATE DR. ROBSON, OF WASHINGTON. His LIFE 
AND WRITINGS.

By Wm. Robson, Esq., and Dr. Ktndricft.

Dr. Robson was the second son and third child of Robert and 
Margaret Robson, of Warrington. He was born September 23rd, 1802.

* Transactions, p. 77.
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Thomas, the artist, was the eldest; and the second, a daughter, who 
died before she was two years old. Dr. Robson's father was a native 
of Etlerby, near Carlisle, where his ancestors had been copyholders 
in the Barony of Bourgh for many generations. The name appears 
in the first Liber Curiarum Barouise de Bourgh, dated 33rd and 34th 
Queen Elizabeth (1591-2) ; now preserved amongst the archives of 
the Lowther family. They appear successively in every generation 
to the year 1788, as copyholders of the same estate, on the banks of the 
river Eden, to the holders of which also appertained the right of 
fishery, " liber pro piscariis," and throughout this period every holder of 
the estate, except the last, who died in possession of it, was named 
John. In this case it was inherited by the second son, Robert; the 
eldest, John, having died in the life-time of his father.

Dr. Robson's mother's family were descended from Irish Protestants, 
who fled from Kilkenny to save their lives, from what is now popularly 
known as the Irish massacre of 1641.

He received the rudiments of his education in Warrington, first 
under Mr. William Birtch, whose school-room still remains in Academv 
Court; and then at the Free Grammar School, kept by the Rev. W. 
Boardman. After this, he received lessons in the classics from the 
Rev. Joseph Saul, incumbent of Trinity Chapel, Warrington. With 
the sanction of the Committee of the Warrington Dispensary, then not 
long before established, by the zeal and energy of the late Dr. Kendrick, 
 he was articled to Mr. Heath, who had charge of the Institution. He 
subsequently studied at Glasgow and London, where he finished his 
medical education in 1824; when he returned to Warrington, and com 
menced practice.

In the winter of 1825, he, in connection with his friend Mr. Kean  
who was then resident medical officer at the Warrington Dispensary  
and a few others, commenced The Butterfly, a weekly periodical, printed 
and published in Warrington till 1827. To this Dr. llobson largely 
contributed both in poetry and prose.

In the year 1828, Dr. Robson succeeded Mr Kean as resident medical 
officer of the Dispensary, and retained the office until his resignation 
in 1842 ; when he .commenced practice on his own account.

In 1847, he was requested by his friends to offer himself for a seat in 
the Town Council, and was elected by the North-east Ward in November 
of that year. He served on the Sanitary Committee for three years, 
doing good service during that time. He was also an active member of 
the Free Library and Museum Committee till the year 1864.

He was Secretary and one of the chief movers of the Footpath 
Society, formed for the preservation of the ancient footpaths in and 
around Warrington in 1854. He took the degree of M.D. at St. 
Andrews in 1856, and continued practising in his profession until the 
progress of an attack of "paralysis agitans" or "shaking palsy," 
compelled him to relinquish both it and all other public business about 
1868-9, when he retired into private life, going first to reside at Broom 
Edge, Lymm, and then to Holly Bank, Heatley. He spent his time 
hero in reading his favourite classics Homer, Lucretius, the Faust of 
Goethe, and the Greek New Testament, which he studied critically and 
devoutly for many years.

N
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In the early part of 1873, his friends in Warrington initiated a public 
subscription, and, through Dr. Kendrick, requested him to sit for his 
portrait, which was taken hy Mr. Crozier of Manchester, with the view 
of presenting it to the town, on the completion of the Gallery of Art, 
then in progress. The life-like picture which the artist has produced 
will long pleasantly recall the features of one to whose amor loei alone 
we owe so much, which neither money nor favour could elsewhere 
obtain. He died at his residence, Holly Bank, Heatley, near Lymm, on 
the 9th of December, 1873, aged 71 years.

His remains were interred in the family grave at Hill Cliff burial 
ground, near Warriagton, on the 13th of the same month.

Dr. Robson's great study and enjoyment through life was scientific 
archaeology. As far as opportunity served, he visited almost every 
county in England and Wales, and a good part of Scotland, in pursuit 
of his object; walked on foot over the sites of the old Roman roads of 
Lancashire and Cheshire, and brought a vigorous mind, fully impreg 
nated with " cold" common sense, into his investigations and researches. 
Locally, he fixed the Roman Condate at Wilderspool. He was the first 
to point out and expose the forgery of the Itinera of Richard of Cirences- 
ter, said to have been found in the Royal Library at Copenhagen; and 
so helped to clear away a mass of rubbish that lay in the road of 
honest investigation.

But it was not for any dilettante purpose that Dr. Robson carried on 
investigations. He himself believed, and showed again and again to 
others, the value of these studies for the purpose of re-writing the ancient 
history of Great Britain, from the time of Julius Cffisar to that of the 
Heptarchy. He demonstrated the true character of Csesar's despatches 
to the Roman senate, after his unsuccessful invasion of Britain; that, 
in point of fact, he was beaten by the native tribes, and only too glad to 
get away from the dangers in which he had involved himself by his rash 
expedition ; that the Welsh people were not the aborigines of England, 
driven into the mountain fastnesses of that country by the Romans; 
that the story of Hengist and Horsa, in our older histories, is a fable; 
and that it is to scientific Archseology alone that we can look for an 
intelligent and enlightened comprehension of the problem of ancient 
English history.

Dr. Robson once seriously contemplated writing the history of this 
country to the 8th and 9th centuries; but was unable to spare the time 
required for the task from his professional duties ; and as he would 
never do anything by halves, he reluctantly gave up the project. The 
general results he arrived at in connection with this he gave to the 
world in three papers, read at meetings of the Historic Society of Lan 
cashire and Cheshire, " On the Materials for the History of the two 
" Counties, and how to use them," and in an article, printed in the 
Gentleman's Magazine for November, 1866, entitled " Julius Caesar 
" in Kent."

Amongst the best known literary men of this country and of the 
, present time, Dr. Robson had acquired a reputation which secured for 
him their esteem and regard. His naturally clear and strong intellect,

1
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improved by deeply persevering research, and unbiassed by any pre 
formed theories, rendered his opinion valuable, and, therefore, often 
sought. Amongst his many correspondents at a distance he numbered 
as friends, Mr. Charles Eoach Smith, Mr. Albert Way, Sir Henry Ellis, 
Sir Frederic Madden, Mr. Rolfe, Mr. Furnivall, all of London; Dr. Hurao 
and Mr. Mayer, of Liverpool; Dr. Holme, Mr. Jordan, Mr. Harland, 
Mr. Crossley, Mr. Langton, and Mr. Jones, of Manchester, the last- 
named being his long-tried friend, the librarian of the Chatham Library.

The earliest literary productions of Dr. Robson's own pen appear to 
be contributions to a witty and amusing periodical called The liutterfly, 
which was printed and published in Warriugtou in 1825-7. To this we 
can only say positively that Dr. Kobson contributed several sonnets, and 
a romantic story of a " Prior of Warrington." No doubt other articles 
flowed from his pen, for he was one of the trio who professed to form a 
single editor.

In the year 1842 he first came prominently before the literary world 
by editing, for the Camden Society of London, "Three Early English 
" Metrical Romances," comprising the Anturs (adventures) of King 
Arthur and his Knights at Tarn Wathelan (near Penritb). The curious 
manuscript whence these were taken had been discovered by Dr. Robson 
in an old quarto parchment volume, containing also the records of the 
Manorial Court of Hale, near Warrington. The learning and research 
shewn by Dr. Robson in the Introduction and Glossary of this other 
wise unintelligible poem, secured for him the notice and regard of some 
of our most celebrated philologists. Albeit, our deceased friend's hobby 
did not escape the quizzing of Punch, which perhaps led to the " Metrical 
" Romances" being read and studied more by general readers, and adding 
to the fun and the fame of our late friend, who could take and enjoy a 
good joke in his turn.

In 1863 Dr. Robson edited, for the Early English Text Society, the 
ballad of " Sir John Butler," then for the first time discovered in Bishop 
Percy's celebrated Folio Manuscript, Whilst fully establishing the 
general truth of the tradition of the foul murder by knightly hands of 
this former Lord of Warrington, Dr. Robson's intimate acquaintance 
with our local history enabled him to clear up some trifling discrepan 
cies, and thus to render the old ballad a very interesting record of a 
truly historical fact.

Rejoined the Archseological Association of Great Britain when it was 
first formed by his friend, Mr. Albert Way, and was for many years its 
local secretary at Warrington. Though a very regular attendant at its 
annual congresses, he does not appear to have read any paper before its 
members until their visit to Chester in July, 1857, when he read an 
essay on the " Allelujah Victory, and the state of England in the Fifth 
" Century."

But in the Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire he was from 
the first a most useful and influential member, and for many years no 
session of the Society passed without some contribution from his pen. 
These are, indeed, so numerous that a mere list of them must suffice. 
It will serve to direct our readers to the articles themselves, which were 
always printed in full in the current volumes of the Society 's Transactions. 
Thus, to the second volume he contributed a detailed account of his 
discovery at Wilderspool, near Warricgton, of a distinct Roman station,

N 2
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which he identified, as is now generally admitted, with the Condate of 
the 2nd and 10th Itinera of Antonine. To this spot lie led a party of 
the members at a later period of the session, and the result of the visit 
has been fully given hy the Hon. Secretary, Dr. Hume, in the same 
volume. lu the third volume of the Transactions Dr. Rohson gives his 
reasons for doubting the genuineness of the Roman Itinera, as said to 
have been written by the monk, Richard of Cirencester; describes an 
antiquarian "Visit to Heysham and its Rock Graves ;" reads a masterly 
paper on "The Cheshire Watling Street;" and prints several early 
documents which he had discovered amongst the muniments in the 
possession of John Ireland Blackburne, Esq. In the fourth volume we 
find his paper " On the Ancient Parish Church at Winwick," read at a 
very pleasant gathering of members of the Historic Society, and others, 
at Fairfield, Warrington, the residence of his friend, Mr. Marsh. This 
was on the evening of a day (May 7th, 1853) on which he had acted as 
chief guide to this antiquarian party northwards and southwards on 
the line of the Roman roads from Warrington, or rather Wilderspool 
(Condate), near it. In the fifth volume of the Society's Transactions we 
find the first of three most valuable papers, entitled " The Materials 
for the History of the two Counties, and the mode of Using them." 
This was succeeded in subsequent volumes by two other papers in con 
tinuation of the subject, and we learn with regret from the biographical 
notice of our late friend, communicated, as before stated, to one of our 
contemporaries, that these papers were only an outline sketch for a 
larger historical work, which he had laid out for himself, but lacked the 
leisure time to carry out so fully as to satisfy his own idea of its value 
and importance. Brief as they may therefore be considered, compared 
with the magnitude of the undertaking, they are yet complete in them 
selves, and cannot fail to direct the course, and lighten the labours of 
any future local historian. At the same time they will form a lasting 
and characteristic memorial of the deep research and unbiassed judg 
ment which our deceased and lamented fellow-member brought to bear 
upon every subject which he once seriously undertook.

Subsequent to these more important contributions to the Transactions 
of the Historic Society, Dr. Robsou read papers, which are also printed, 
" On the Faussett Collection of Antiquities," purchased by Mr. Mayer 
for presentation to the town of Liverpool, and later still " On the Exca- 
" vation of two Tumuli at Winwick, near Warrington."

In the Journal of the Chester Archaological and Architectural Society 
a paper, by Dr. Robson, appeared, read before a meeting of its members 
a few years ago, entitled " The Roman Occupation of South Lancashire 
"and North Cheshire;" and within a week of his decease he was 
occupied in dictating to a friend the commencement of an essay on 
" The Doomsday Account of South Lancashire." This was intended to 
be ready for the Historic Society during its present Session.

It will thus be seen that to the last moments of his life his active 
mind was occupied in pursuits which circled about his native town of 
Warrington. Though for some years past incapable of taking walking 
exercise, he had in earlier life made himself personally acquainted, step 
by step, with our surrounding district, and knew it well. His romantic 
burial-place at Hill Cliff embraces a prospect of the whole district 
which was the most prominent subject of his enquiry, and close at its

.
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base lies the Condate of his discovery. There is nothing wanting to 
render his name, and fame, and memory peculiarly dear to Warrington, 
and they will doubtless be lasting.

November 25th, 1875. 

F. J. BAILEY, Esq., in the Chair.

The following objects were exhibited : 
By Mr. C. T. Gatty, of the Mayer Museum.

A selection of Peruvian antiquities from the cemetery of au 
ancient fishing village on the coast, about three and a half 
miles south of Pisagua, obtained by Mr. Edward Bald, of 
Wells, near Jedburgh, in Scotland. Among these is a re 
markable bunch of fishing-tackle, composed of bones, thorns, 
and string; also a harpoon with quartz head and bone barb, 
both bound with string to a wooden stem. No trace of any 
metals was found in the cemetery.

The Kev. Canon Hume sent 
1. A drinking-cup made from an ox horn; carved by a convict 

in Australia, by the fire-light in his log-hut.
2. A sword-like apparatus, formed apparently of the tooth of a 

young elephant. The handle is carefully carved ; but the re 
mainder is in a rough state, merely blocked out. It has an 
orifice on the convex curve at the middle; and is said to be 
used as a horn for sounding, on the banks of the Niger.

By Mr. Dixon.
A model of the restored font in Ormskirk Church, in illustration 

of his paper.

The following paper was read : 
ON THE RESTORATION or OBMSKIRK CHURCH, by James Dixon, Esq., 

F.R.H.S.

December 9th, 1875.

REV. CANON HUME, D.C.L., Vice-President, in the Chair. 

C. T. Gatty, Esq., was duly elected a Member of the Society. 

The following objects were exhibited :  
By the Rev. Canon Hume.

1. An ancient spear-head, found in the churchyard of Kirkby, 
part of the ancient civil parish of Walton. His attention had 
been drawn to it by the Rev. Canon Gray, the Vicar, who had 
lent it for exhibition. Since the erection of the new church, 
the churchyard had been re-arranged, and one of the ancient 
pathways had been broken up. It was here that this object 
was found. The length of the whole is sixteen inches, and 
about half an inch appears to have been broken from the
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point. The portion of the blade still remaining is 9J inches 
to the shoulder; and the socket is about two inches in length. 
It was at first supposed to be a dagger, but it is clear that it is 
a spear-head.

2. A stone battle-axe, mounted; and the easting of another un 
mounted.

3. Some greenstone axes from New Zealand. He made some 
remarks on a newspaper paragraph of the present week, in 
reference to a stone axe-head, recently found at Caimobie, in 
Dumfriesshire.

By Mr. Potter, in illustration of his Paper. Several objects recently 
found on the Cheshire shore, during the year 1875. These 
comprised the following : 

1. Bronze, probably of the Koman or Saxon Period. 
A swivel, length 1| inches, width 1 inch. A cross-headed 

ornament, height l£ inches, with a spaniel crouching, sus 
pended from one arm of the cross. The rivet-hole in the 
opposite arm indicates that a similar dog had been attached. 
Length of spaniel f inch. One solid-headed pin, length 
2f inches. Head and portion of another pin.

2. Mediaeval Period.
(a) Brass or Bronze :  Three small pins with heads ; one head 

gone. A needle made from sheet metal. One buckle brooch, 
the acus gone; has been ornamented with enamel. Buckle 
brooch, lozenge-shaped, ornamented at the angles; acus 
attached. Finger ring. Shoe buckle, from Hilbre, 17th to 
18th century. (b) Articles of Iron : Six knife blades.  
Spike, similar to what is used for butt-end of fishing-rod.  
Spur-rowel. (c) Articles of Pewter or Lead: Buckle- 
brooch, the acus gone. Curious ornament probably de 
signed from a fossil nautilus.

3. Coins.
Koman (3rd brass) : Constantine II. Rev., Gloria exercitus.  

English: Edward II penny; Edward R., <fe., (Canterbury 
Mint,) CIVITAS CANTOH ; Edward penny, CIVIT for civitas. 
Charles II shilling.

The following paper was read : 
OBSERVATIONS ON THE GEOLOGY AND ARCHAEOLOGY or THE CHESHIRE 

SHORE, by diaries Potter, Esq.*

January \3th, 1876. 

THOMAS GIBSON, Sen., Esq., in the Chair.

The following objects were exhibited : 
1. A horn book from the Warrington Museum, kindly forwarded 

by Dr. Kendrick, with woodcuts of two others; and a battle 
dore, or envelope containing the alphabet, &c., on cloth paper.

* Transactions, p. 121.
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2. A photograph of the title-page of a book printed at Liverpool, 
1712, entitled " Hymns sacred to the Lord's Tahle, collected 
and methodized by Charles Owen." It was printed forS. Terry 
by Daniel Birchall.

By Mr. Richards.
4 large number of coins of various sizes, evidently Roman. 

They were said to have been found in Egypt.
By Mr. Watkin.

A drawing of a Roman altar found at Halton, near Lancaster.

The following paper was then read by Canon Hume :   

ROMAN LANCASTER,* by W. T. Watkin, Esq.

January 27th, 1876. 

REV. CANON HBME, D.C.L., Vice-President, in the Chair.

The following objects were exhibited :  
By Mr. Gatty.

1. Papal bull, with leaden seal attached, bearing the heads of 
SS. Peter and Paul, and the name of Pope Clement XI.

2. Two Oriental tiles; one from Damascus and the other from 
Cairo.

3. A bottle of old Bristol glass, given to the exhibitor by Mr. 
Wm. Edkiu, of Bristol, grandson of the decorator. The best 
specimens are enamelled : this is only surface-painted. 

By Mr. W. T. Watkin.
1. A caricature, coloured print, of 1774, shewing the extravagant 

modes of dressing the hair. It appeared to stand about 2£ 
feet above the head, and to be surmounted by a small bonnet 
like those .of modern times.

The Rev. Canon Hume, in connexion with the above print, 
exhibited the actual pius which had been used in fastening the 
hair, and which had belonged to Mrs. Molyneux (formerly 
Hardinge), at the date referred to. He also read from the 
columns of Notes and Queries in the Belfast Northern Whig, 
a description of the fashion, taken from an old magazine of 
the beginning of the present century.

2. A photograph of a Roman lady's back hair, taken recently in 
a mass from a sarcophagus found at York. It shews two hair 
pins, one at the top and the other near the crown, which had 
been used in fastening it. At various parts, the lime with 
which the corpse had been surrounded adheres to the hair. 
The photograph, which is a vei-y excellent one, is by Moorhouse 
and Co., and was lent by the Rev. Prebendary Raine of York.

* Transactions, p. 9o.
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By Mr. Bailey.
A bronze casting of the Virgin and Child, in alto-relief, and 

enclosed in an arch, from an old cross at the head of the grave 
of Lady Stourton, in the old parish churchyard, Blackburn.

2. A lithographic print of the old parish church of Blackburn 
before it was pulled down in 1819, to make room for the present 
structure.

By Mr. C. Walters.
A god or huacca, found near Cochibamba, in Bolivia. 

By Mr. J. H. Gibson.
An ancient cattle bell, inscribed C. T. Wigan ; and an embossed 

bag of silk and bullion made during the first French Eevolu- 
tion, 1793.

The following paper was read by the Hon. Secretary, in the absence of 
the Author.

THE ORMSEIEK MARKET CBOSS, by James Dixon, Esq., F.R.H.S.

February 10«7t, 1876. 

REV. CANON HDME, D.C.L., Vice-President, in the Chair.

The following objects were exhibited : 
By Mr. Gatty.

A portion of a large bone, said to be part of the leg of a camel, 
from the Mayer Collection. It had, engraved on its convex 
surface, five arcades. Under the central one was seated the 
Virgin and Child, with two small figures, one on each side. 
Under the two arcades to the right of the observer were 
Matthew and Mark; and under those to the left were Luke 
and John, with their respective emblems. Each of the evan 
gelists was engaged in writing, and the book on the desk 
before him showed several letters which could perhaps be 
identified with a portion of his gospel, on a more minule 
examination.

By Mr. Benas.
The book from which the hint was taken that formed the text 

for his paper. It had been written by one of his ancestors, as 
a common-place book, soon after the invention of the Art of 
Printing, and was in Hebrew, and Latin, and German. It was 
a small quarto, and had paper leaves.

By Mr. Richards.
1. A gold ring found in an excavation near Alexandria (Ramleh), 

in Egypt. The stone which it contained had engraved on it 
a standing female figure, which was identified by Mr. Gibson 
as a priestess of On.

2. A number of coins, chiefly Roman, found at the same place. 
There were some also from Asia Minor, and one or more of the 
Greek Colonies. The whole were of very different dates and 
values.
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By Mr. C. Walters.
1. A spindle with cotton thread on it and nine other beautifully 

formed spindles, apparently used in the manufacture of the 
woollen fabrics of the country, from the llama, alpaca, vicuna, 
&e.

2. A staff or short sceptre, apparently of ebony, originally covered 
with bands of wool. From the ancient graves of Supe, in 
Peru.

8. A small earthenware vessel, shaped like a duck, hut with the 
head of a deity ; the orifice being in top of the animal's head.

4. A deity with revolting features, in base silver, from Paeha- 
camac, in Peru.

By Mr. J. H. Gibson, in illustration of Mr. Benas's paper.
A large silver coin of Edward VI, in which the two central 

figures, of the date 1551, were each like the figure 2 inverted.
The following papers were read : 
THEORY AS TO THE ORIGIN OF ARABIC NUMERALS, by B. L. Benai, 

Esq.*
ORIGIN OF THE TERRITORIAL DESIGNATION OF BISPHAM, IN LANCA 

SHIRE, by William Bispham, Esq., of New York.
The Chairman then exhibited and explained a collection of a dozen 

hnaccas from the graves of the Peruvian dead. Most of them were 
from Truxillo, but a few had been found near Lima.

February 24th, 1876. 

WILLIAM BEAMONT, Esq., Vice-President, in the Chair.

The following objects of interest were exhibited : 
By the Rev. Canon Hume.

1. A farmer's account book, kept near Upcon, in Cheshire, from 
1761 to 1766. Both the work and a transcript of it had been 
lost on the 12th November, 1874, when he read a paper on the 
subject.

2. Part I, A to E (inclusive), of the new Glossary of Lancashire 
Words, edited by Messrs. J. H. Nodal and George Miluer; 
and published by the English Dialect Society.

By Mr. Gatty, of the Mayer Museum.
1. A curious brown flint knife, from Egypt.
2. A pre-historic bronze spoon of late Celtic period. It has been 

published in the ArcJuelogical Journal, vol. xxvi (1869), p. 65.
The following paper was read : 

A REEVE'S ACCOUNT OF A CHESHIRE MANOR, FROM MICHAELMAS OF 
46 EDWARD III (1372), TO MICHAELMAS IN THE FOLLOWING YEAH, by 
William Beamont, Esq., V.P.\

* Transactions, p. 143. + Transactions, p. 1.
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March 9£7(, 1870. 

W. H. RICHARDS, Esq., in the Chair.

The following Ordinary Member was duly elected : 
The Rev. Engelbert Horley, M.A., the Rectory, Sefton. 

The following objects of interest were exhibited : 
By Mr. Gatty.

A MS. volume illuminated, a Primer or Book of Hours, from the 
Mayer Collection, 12,003; French work of the 15th century. 
It formerly belonged to Mr. Henry Francis Lyte, author of the 
hymn, " Abide with me."

By Canon Hume.
Four curious photographs on glass ; three for insertion in rings, 

and the fourth forming the stone of a ring. It has an entire 
page of a newspaper upon it.

The following paper was read : 
ON THE INACCURACIES WHICH PROBABLY EXIST IN THE CENSUS RETURN 

OF AGES, by Thomas A. Welton, Esq., F.S.S.*

March 23rd, 1876. 

REV. CANON HUME, Vice-President, in the Chair.

The following Ordinary Member was duly elected :  

Thomas W. Mercer, Esq., 16, Kensington.

Mr. Potter exhibited a variety of interesting objects recently found 
on the Cheshire shore. These included an antique shoe-buckle. A 
black buckle, not very ancient, with the word AI.MAN impressed. An 
embossed bead, Roman ; supposed to be that of Ceres. Two hair pins 
or portions of needles. Two fish-hooks. Two portions of buckles, 
lead. Two similar fragments of brass or bronze. Three loops of the 
size of small buckles, with lids, for fastening with knotted strings.  
Two stone implements, like spindle whorls. One curious bronze orna 
ment.

Mr. Watkin exhibited a photograph of a mutilated figure found at 
York, supposed to be a Roman deity.

Mr. Richards exhibited two pair of buckles of the last century, and 
compared them with those shown from the Cheshire shore.

Mr. Gatty exhibited an exact fac-simile of an ancient Irish silver 
chalice, of the 6th century; found at Ardagh, Ireland. This was 
manufactured by a Dublin artist; and presented to the Museum by 
Mr. Yates Thompson. Inside of the original was found, a vessel of 
dark copper or bronze, of which also a fac-simile was shown.

* Transactions, p. 149.
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Mr. J. H. Gibson exhibited a groat of Henry VII.
Canon Hume exhibited a dish, like an alms dish, made of the wood 

of York Minster; the metallic portions being stated to be portions of 
the melted bells. It was a relic of the fire caused by Martin, in May, 
1840.

He also drew attention to the original Edinburgh edition of Burns's 
Poems, published in 1787, when the author entertained tlie idea of going 
abroad. From the printed list of subscribers, it appears that there were 
2,879 copies subscribed for; avid many more names came in afterwards. 
From one of the poems, " Tarn Samson's Dead," he showed that the 
modern term " Rink," is Scotch, and is a term used in the game of 
curling. It is a dialectal form of the word riny.

Mr. Potter explained by means of a diagram, the way in which lie 
had discovered the remains of a house on the shore of Meols, and the 
mode of its construction. It was on the upper surface ; and the wooden 
posts which supported the roof had each been set on a round flat stone. 
There was a hole in the centre of each stone, and a projection in the 
centre of the base of the post which fitted into it.

Mr. Watkin read some remarks earnestly recommending the Society 
to undertake excavations at Lancaster and Ribchester; from both of 
which valuable treasures of antiquity might be obtained. The following 
was the purport: 

" It will no doubt be remembered by some of the members present, that 
a few weeks ago the Eev. Canon Hume read before this Society a paper 
which I had written, upon the Roman remains existing in the town and 
neighbourhood of Lancaster. Since that time I have been requested 
by several well-known antiquaries to endeavour, not only to attempt an 
excavation of the site of Roman Lancaster, but also of the Roman 
station at Ribchester, near Preston. At both of these sites the interesting 
inscriptions which have been found, and the immense foundations still 
existing, and in some cases appearing above the surface, fully justify 
the opinion that most interesting discoveries would be the result of 
excavations. But how is this result to be obtained ? It is by combined 
effort and developed organisation, by systematic research and scientific 
exploration, by popular interest and awakened zeal. Now, gentlemen, 
your Society is devoted to archasology, more especially that of this 
county. Allow me to bring before you the propriety of making an 
appeal to the county generally, under your auspices, for the carrying 
out of those views. Of course, some may raise the old question, Cui 
bono ; but that is, I think, easily answered. What is the object of such 
excavations ? It is, as I have said elsewhere, to lift the veil from the 
footprints of the Csesars ; to bring the first century face to face with the 
nineteenth, the age of the Apostles into the light of our own. Temples 
and altars, streets and villas, valuable inscriptions and interesting works 
of art, are amongst the spoils that lie buried there. Are these to be left 
to be destroyed by the ignorant, or for ever hidden beneath the soil? 
In an age when Babylon and Nineveh are giving up their inscriptions 
relating to the infancy of man's history when Rome is allowing the 
very foundations of her Coliseum and of her palaces to be explored  
when the great temple of ' Diana of the Ephesians' is being brought 
piecemeal to England when the land of Moab is even yielding its
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history, and the temple of Olympian Jove is being dragged from its 
hiding-place, shall it be said that Englishmen are apathetic concerning 
their own most interesting antiquities? What those Assyrian tablets 
(which I never gaze upon without a feeling of awe) are to the world's 
history it's A B C in fact our Roman antiquities are to England. And 
in this county palatine, the most opulent, the most populous, the most 
energetic in the kingdom, may we not set the rest of Great Britain an 
example ? Be not archaeologists, gentlemen, in name only, but in 
deed, in truth, and in practice. The vicarage fields of Lancaster espe 
cially would be rich in remains. The tracks of the streets are still 
visible; and both there and at Ribchester I have obtained permission 
for excavations to be made. After consultation with your chairman, 
therefore, I bring before you the proposition that circulars be issued to 
every one of wealth, position, or influence in the county, with the view 
of obtaining a fund for excavations to be made by the Society. Other 
means may also be devised. Many antiquaries, T feel sure, would be only 
too glad to subscribe to it. Personally, i shall leave untried no effort 
to bring about this result, and will give the Society every assistance in 
my power. ]t rests with you to decide upon the point, and in your 
hands I leave it. Gentlemen of the county palatine, will you still be 
apathetic?"

It was resolved unanimously, that the subject be referred to the 
Council.*

The following paper was read : 
ON SOME INEDITED DISCOVERIES or ROMAN REMAINS IN LANCASHIRE 

AND CHESHIRE, ly W. T. Watkin, Esq.}

April Qth, 1870. 

F. J. BAILEY, Esq., in the Chair.

The following gentleman was duly elected a Member of the Society : 

Rev. Alex. Stewart, M.A., Rector of Liverpool, 9, Sandon street.

Mr. Richards exhibited five medals commemorative of historical 
events within the last ninety years, viz.: Dr. Priestley, 1783; Coronation 
of George IV, July 19th, 1821; Opening of the Liverpool and Man 
chester Railway, Sept. 15th, 1830; Opening of the Grand Junction 
Railway, July 14th, 1837 ; Marriage of Queen Victoria, Feb. 10th, 1840.

Mr. Potter exhibited a copy of the Liverpool General Advertiser, or 
The Commercial Register, Dec. 19th, 1706.

* Resolution adopted by the Council, 28th April, 1876 
That this Council approves of the suggestion which has been made byW. T. 

Watkin, Esq., that excavations be undertaken at Ribchester or Lancaster or 
both ; and suggests the formation of a special Committee, to raise funds and 
superintend the work.

+ Transactions, p. 69.
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Mr. James Bromley brought for exhibition an ancient oak chair 
curiously carved on the arms and back.

Dr. Bailey showed a copy in miniature of the New York Tiilurie, 
lithographed from a photo. Size of page 0 inches by 4J inches.

The following paper was read : 
ETYMOLOGY OF PLANT NAMES. 1. FRUIT AND THE EDIBLE BERRIES, 

by Thomas Comliei', Esq.*

April 20th, 1876. 

THE VERY REV. THE DEAN OF CHESTER, President, in the Chair.

The following gentlemen were duly elected Ordinary Members : 
James Bromley, Esq., 11, Hope place. 
Rev. Dr. Bartle, Freshfleld College. 
William Roper, Esq., Lancaster.

The Rev. Canon Hume laid on the table twelve copies of the Catalogue 
of the Library and Museum of the Society ; and announced that an 
edition of 800 copies had been presented to the Society by Joseph 
Mayer, Esq., V.P.

It was moved by J. A. Picton, F.S.A., seconded by the Rev. Robert 
Salthouse, F.R.G.S., and resolved unanimously That tho best thanks 
of the Society be given to Joseph Mayer, Esq., for his generosity and 
kindness in making this presentation.

Mr. Comber exhibited a manuscript book, entitled " A Booke of 
Remembrances, of all the Remarkable Deliverances of my Selfo Hus 
band and Children, with theiro Births; and other Remarks as concerning 
my Sell'e and Family, beginning from the year 1625." It was written 
by Alice Wandesforde (afterwards Mrs. Thornton), whose father, Sir 
Christopher Wandesforde, was Lord-Deputy of Ireland in 1640, suc 
ceeding Strafford in that office. Many of the entries have a local 
interest, and refer specially to the city of Chester. Mr. Comber read 
some passages from a printed book, which comprises this and two 
similar manuscripts.

Canon Hume exhibited an ivory carving, which was one of four that 
had lately come into his possession. It represented the " Scourging of 
Christ;" and the other three represent respectively, "St. Dominic," 
" St. Sebastian," and " Hercules and Omphale."

Mr. Bromley exhibited a quaint little volume, entitled a "Key to the 
Bible," supposed to have been written by tho Rev. Francis Roberts, in 
1649.

Mr. Watkin mentioned the iinding of a large sculptured Roman slab, 
near Ribchester : and that the proposal to make investigations at this 
site, and at Lancaster, had been favourably received throughout the 
country.

* Transactions, p. 15.
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The following account of the slab has been forwarded to the Society 

ACCOUNT OF A ROMAN SCULPTURED SLAB,* FOUND AT RIBCHESTER.

By W. A. Abram, Esq.

The discovery of a monumental stone, displaying on its front emble 
matic sculpture of Romano-British workmanship, at Ribcbestcr, adds 
a noteworthy item to the record of remains of the Roman occupation in 
this part of Lancashire. The following is a more detailed description 
than bas yet been given.

The slab was taken out of the bed of the Kibble, by Mr. P. Wearden, 
of Blackburn, on Saturday afternoon, April 8th, 1870. He had pre 
viously observed the tapered end of the stone beneath the water lying 
imbedded in earth some ten or twelve feet from the river's edge. The 
exact spot at which the relic was recovered is on the Clayton-le-Dale 
side of the Kibble, nearly opposite Ribchester village, but a few hundred 
yards higher up the stream. At Ribchester, the bend of the Ribble 
is on that side, and the force of the current in times of flood bas 
encroached largely upon the bank that was in ancient times part of the 
area of the Roman fortification. The next reach of the river above 
curves sharply against a steep clay bank on the south or Blackburn side 
of the valley ; and here, too, so much land has in the lapse of time 
been carried down by the rushing floods, that, within human memory, 
the river has shifted its bed in that direction to the extent of more than 
its own width.

The last considerable fall of the bank on Mr. Wearden's farm 
happened this Spring, and about four yards of the land then dis 
appeared, owing to the sapping waters. It is very likely that this 
sculptured stone fell into the river recently, along with the portion of 
the bank in which it was buried several feet below the surface.

Having secured the assistance of several men, Mr. Wearden suc 
ceeded, with difficulty, in lifting the slab out of ihe river and landing it 
upon the bank. It was then seen to be a complete example of antique 
stone-carving. It remained at the place where it was found two or 
throe days, and was then removed to Blackburn. The writer of this 
noto proceeded to the river's side at Clayton-le-Dalo, on Monday, April 
10th, accompanied by two friends, ami saw the slab previous to its 
removal.

A careful inspection of it, aided by photographs which I have since 
secured, enables me to offer the following remarks upon the appearance 
and character of the sculpture.

The subject of it is a Roman horseman, driving his spear into the 
body of an enemy, recumbent in the lower right-hand corner of the 
sculpture. Its purpose was, doubtless, that of a sepulchral monument 
to some commander or officer of the Roman garrison at Ribchester. 
The dimensions of the slab are 5 feet in height, and 2 feet 6 inches in 
width. The stone is fine sandstone, similar to that which is quarried

* This was engraved from a photograph for Mr. Abram's forthcoming History of Black, 
burn Parisli, He kindly permitted the Society to take an electrotype. See Fnmtispiece.
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now so extensively for architectural purposes at Longridge. The upper 
end is gable-shaped, with a finial ornament, much battered, at the 
apex. The sculpture is enclosed within a panel, pointed at the head, 
hollowed out of the front of the slab, the projected border of the panel 
being about three inches in width on the surface, excepting the bottom 
rim, which is double the breadth of the sides. The external edges of 
the stone are not strict in their lines; and both of the bottom corners 
are broken away. The ground of the sculpture is pitted all over with 
marks of the sculptor's chisel, which has been much like an ordinary 
modern punch.

In describing the figures, it may be observed that the design exhibits 
a degree of rudeness and rigidity an absence of the freedom and grace 
of outline seen in the purest examples of antique sculpture. Neither 
horse nor rider is carved in right proportion ; the animal is too short, 
and the head of the horseman is too large for his body. Still, there is 
a certain vigour in the attitude of both figures. The hind feet of the 
horse are both together, resting upon the floor of the panel; the loft 
fore-leg is straight, supporting the body ; and the right well lifted, the 
hoof almost touching the head of the prostrate foeman. The horse's 
head is erect, held in by a thick bridle ; the mouth is partly open, teetli 
set; nostril, eye, and ear, well denned. The mane is ridged and flowing 
backward; the bead-gear of the horse, ornamental trappings crossing 
the lower part of the neck and hind quarters, and large square saddle 
cloth covering the flank, are each distinct in their presentation. The 
" hip strap " of the saddle-cloth, seems to have had ornaments pendant 
from it; and there is evidence of ornament on the bridle-rein. The tail 
of the horse projects its stump against the left wall of the panel, and 
a portion of its prolongation is revealed descending vertically in tho 
confined space between the quarter and the enclosing rim of the stone. 
The rider is seated erectl3' upon his steed ; the backward bend of tho 
leg and downward point of the unstirruped foot are what is commonly 
shown in lloman equestrian statuary. The warrior's head is bold and 
massive ; the eye full; nose prominent, but battered partly away; chin 
square; ear large and very clearly cut; hair thick and massed about 
the head in ridgy curls. He is bareheaded. His attire is a point of 
interest; the short, close-fitting tunic descends to the middle of the 
thigh ; and the outer garment is a species of mantle, fastened over the 
breast with a large circular brooch or fibula, having a boss on tho centre, 
and pushed backwards in thick folds to leave free the extended arms. 
The left arm bears an oval shield, the fingers grasping which arc visible; 
the right hand is lifted upwards and grasping a spear (thumb upwards), 
which descends diagonally and buries its head in the breast of the 
vanquished adversary. The whole will remind the observer of tho con 
ventional representations of St. George and the Dragon.

Tho soldier's cloak is, I conclude, meant to represent the Roman 
vestment of military distinction, the paludamentum, worn in place of 
the toga of the civilian class. The paludamentum was a mantle open in 
the front, that reached down to the knees in graceful folds when the 
wearer was standing, and hung loosely over the shoulders; it was 
fastened across the breast by a clasp the Roman fibula. The position 
of the brooch shifted according to the movements of the wearer. When 
the arms were not in exercise, it generally lay upon the right shoulder, 
like the buckle of a Highlander's plaid; but when a soldier was engaged
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in the attack or defence in warfare, the fibula was brought to the front, 
and the mantle which it held was pushed back over the shoulders and 
hung away behind in the centre of the warrior's back. It is thus that 
the garment appears in this sculpture; but the hinder parts of it are 
not revealed. Besides the spear, the horseman is armed with a long 
dagger, fixed in its sheath on his right side, supported by his girdle. 
Dagger and sheath together measure 14 inches; the blade would he 
about 9 inches; and supposing the figure to be about half life-size, and 
his weapon in proportion, the dagger must have been a formidable 
weapon, with a blade about 18 inches in length. Its hilt seems to have 
a flat semi-circular knob. This very much resembles the misericorde, 
or " dagger of mercy," shown on the right of figures on our monu 
mental brasses, the sword hanging across the front of the body, from 
right to left.

The remaining figure in the group is that of the impaled enemy, 
recumbent upon his left arm, with his head beneath the horse's hoof, 
and his legs doubled, in the lower part on the panel. This figure is 
armed only with a shield, in shape an irregular oval, which covers the 
side of his body presented to the observer, but does not shield his breast 
from the lance of his victorious antagonist. If the proportions of the 
vanquished in this group fairly represent the size and stature of the 
foes of the Roman conquerors of Lancashire, they must have been a 
puny race, as well as naked, ill-armed, and strangers to the military 
science of which Rome was .then acknowledged master. The nose is 
large, the neck thick and sensual like; while the lower limbs and the 
phrenological development seem small. But I imagine the prostrate 
" native Briton " in this composition may have been made smaller than 
his proper bulk, so as to accommodate himself to the convenience of an 
artist who had not allowed room in his design for a full-sized aboriginal 
warrior.

Such are the details of this piece of Roman statuary, which, after 
having lain hidden in the ground for perhaps fourteen centuries, at last 
accidentally returns to the daylight. It informs this generation of 
English people concerning the art and military habits of a race that 
came hither from the Appenine and Alpine slopes to conquer and settle, 
in the ago when St. Paul was a prisoner at R.ome, and that, after three 
hundred years of domination, took their last departure from Ribchestor 
and other Romano-British cities nearly seven hundred years before the 
Norman Conquest.

In connexion with this discovery I may mention that several some 
what similar pieces of sculpture of the Roman period have been found 
in this country, on the sites of Roman stations, and have been noted by 
antiquaries. Here at Ribchester, in fact, a slab of the same character 
was dug up, probably three hundred years ago. Camden, writing in 
1607, mentions this relic, which was discovered not very long before his 
visit to Ribchester. He says : " Here was also lately dug up a stone, 
" on which was carved a naked figure on horseback, without saddle or 
" bridle, brandishing a spear in both hands, and insulting over a naked 
" man on the ground holding in his hand something square. Between 
" tho horse and the prostrate figure are D. M.; under the figure GAL 
" SARMATA. The rest of the many letters are so decayed as not to be 
" read, nor can I form any conjecture about them,"
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What became of this stone is nowhere recorded. It differed in several 
respects from the one now recovered, as the reader will observe. The 
absence of any inscription upon the slab which I have described 
reduces very materially its historical value and its interest for archseolo- 
gists. An inscription that told the story of the officer to whose memory 
it was erected as a monument would have been most acceptable; would 
have substituted fact for conjecture, probably indicating the date of the 
work. In Ackerman's Archaolagical In/lex, pp. (iti, 67, are printed 
inscriptions upon two sepulchral stones of generally similar character 
with the present, discovered near Cirencester in 1835 and 1836, and an 
engraving of one of them is presented (plate VIII, fig. 3). A more 
nearly identical group of Roman monumental sculpture appears on a 
slab found near Cheltenham in 18-45, which is figured and described in 
the Journal of the Arehceological Association, vol. I, pp. 237, 238. This 
monument bears a Latin inscription to Bufus Sita, a horseman of the 
sixth Thraoian cohort, who died aged forty, and to whom the monument 
was reared by his heirs.

Postscript. December, 1876. I may add a word about the disposition 
of this Roman relic. It is yet, I hear, in the custody of the person who 
took it out of the Ribble. Thinking such an object should, if possible, 
be secured for some public local museum, and thereby made always 
accessible to students of Lancashire antiquities, I lost no time in nego- 
ciating with the parties who claim to own the relic, and having at length 
obtained from them a written statement of the sum that would purchase 
the sculpture, I brought the matter before the Committee.of the Black 
burn Free Museum and Library. The Committee, on my representations, 
at once offered a very liberal price for the slab; but, to our annoyance, 
we found that the owners of it, bent upon extorting the uttermost 
amount of money, held back from the terms, and prepared to use our 
bid to get a still higher price elsewhere. The Blackburn Museum Com 
mittee, indignant at such conduct, immediately rescinded the offer, and 
thus my effort to obtain the relic for the benefit of our local Museum 
has been abortive. It is not unlikely the parties who have to sell the 
slab may discover in the end that their inordinate greediness has over 
reached itself.

Canon flume drew attention to the fact that the English Dialect 
Society, which had been formed in 1874, and which had ita first home 
at Cambridge, instead of at London, had lately been transferred to 
Manchester; where Mr. J. H. Nodal will he its Hon. Secretary, and 
Mr. George Milner its Treasurer. A Committee has been constituted 
at Manchester, and a new Prospectus has been issued.
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The following paper was read : 
CHESTER CATHEDRAL ; ITS HISTORY, ARCHITECTURE, AND RESTORATION, 

hj the Very Rev, The Dean of Chester,* President.

SESSION XXVII, 1874-75.

THE HISTORIC SOCIETY OF LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE, in Account with 
3. G. JACOH, Treasurer.

£ s. cl. 
Balance in hand, at the close of

Session XXVI .............. 317 2
Subscriptions, Arrears..£57 16 fl 

  Sessional 85 0 6
     112 17 0 

Life Compositions .............. 31 10 0

i'148 4 2

I. VOLUME XXVII. 
Printing, &c. ..........£58 9 3
Illustrations .......... b 16 0
Distribution .......... 2 17 4

£ s. d.

II. SESSIONAL EXPENSES. 
Rent, Royal Institution . 10 10 
Refreshments.......... 7 19
Miscellaneous Printing . 9 12 
Secretary's Miscellaneous 

Expenses.............. 7 13
Attendance ............ 1 18
Repairs, Parcels, Trea 

surer's Postage, &c... 211 
Collector's Commission 2 5 
Insurance.............. 016

Balance in hand
110 9 3

. 37 14 11

£148 4

Audited, October 20th, 187B,
FBANCIS J. BAILEY.

E. &0. E.

* In seconding a vote of thanks to the author of the paper, Mr. Picton suggested that 
the Members of the Society should subscribe towards the fitting up of one of the fifty 
new stalls in the Cathedral, in honour of one to whom they were much indebted, the Rev. 
Canon Hume. The proposal was favourably received by the Chairman and others; and 
Dr. Buxtou was requested to act as Secretary and Treasurer for the purpose.

[This arrangement was duly carried out; and the stall was occupied by Canon Hume 
at the re-opening of the Cathedral, on the 8th of August "J


