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A DESIGN IFOR THE PROPOSED CATHEDRAL
OF ST. PETER, LIVERPOOL.

By Edward Arthur Hefler, Architect.

[READ JaN. TrH, 1875.]

OrTEN, on passing through Church Street, have T been
struck with the unsatisfactory appearance of the present
Parish Church and graveyard. Unpleasant enough, at first
sight, it does not improve on further acquaintance; on the
contrary, every succeeding alteration and improvement in
the immediate neighbourhood of the church only renders the
aspect of that building more uninviting.

The centre of a busy and thriving town, like ours, should
possess a worthier edifice than the eyesore—to speak plainly—
at present monopolising one of the best and most important
sites which we have for the display of a fine public building.

Having, with considerable interest, watched the gradual
change and development that has been going on in Church
Street and its vicinity during the last ten or twelve years,
I think the time has arrived when serious attention should be
turned to the church. These comprise the erection of Messrs.
Elkington's, Jeffery's, Henderson’s, and other premises on the
North side, and the widening of the street on the South side,
by taking a slip from the churchyard— the erection of Seel’s
Buildings, O’'Neil’s premises, and other improvements that
might be mentioned. We should thus relieve that portion of
the important thoroughfare, in which it is situate, from the
deplorable appearance it presents to the eye this day.

If St. Peter's possessed any @sthetic merit or archseological
interest, it would be a different matter. I, for one, would
hesitate to touch a stone of a building having any such claims
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to our consideration; but in this instance we need not be
afraid of interfering to bring about a better state of things, as
our Parish Church has little, if any, feature of recom-
mendation. It is neither ancient nor beautiful, and it has
gradually come to be out of place and character with its
position.

To aggravate the deformity, the church is not parallel with
the street—the axial line of the former being considerably
deflected to the S.E.; and this gives to the building a very
awkward and moving appearance. There can be no doubt
that the present church will, ere long, have to be taken
down, and it may then be asked, to what use can the site be
best put ?

Now, I am strongly of opinion that a new church, situate
in the centre of the town—of large and imposing dimensions,
possessing grand rather than picturesque beauty—is what is

‘much wanted in Liverpool; and taking all things relating

thereto into consideration, I believe that it would be extremely
difficult to find a better site for the erection of an edifice, such
as I have sketched out, than that where the old church now
stands.

I am aware that others may hold a different opinion if
the rebuilding comes to be decided on. It may be said that
it is not large enough, and too confined by the business
premises round about it ; but, on the other hand, there is one
important advantage gained by the nddption of this site, viz.
that there is no probability of any future alterations, which
may be carried out around it, rendering it ineligible for
the purpose under consideration. In all probability great
alterations would follow the erection of a building such as
[ now propose. The neighbourhood would be improved and
opened up in consequence; whereas, if the new church were

“to be erected in another locality, where the present aspect of

things relating to it appears favourable, it is not unlikely that,
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at no distant date, such changes in its vicinity (necessitated
by circumstances,) would render that new site ineligible, or
less suited to the purpose than this old one.

It may be said by those who disapprove of this site that
there is mno direct West approach from the street. There
can be no reasonable objection to it on that account; as there
is no necessity, when rebuilding St. Peter's where I propose,
to plan it in the form of a Latin cross, which suggests, if it
does not absolutely require, an imposing elevation to the
West. The Greek form is decidedly the best suited to the
dimensions of the churchyard. The church can be erected
on the old site for the accommodation of a large congregation
of worshippers, leaving ample space unoccupied all round the
building to enable us to have good views of it. But, besides
the desirability of pulling down and rebuilding the Parish
Church of St. Peter, there is a further consideration. When
recently the proposal to make Liverpool the seat of a
Bishopric had taken some definite shape, and the probability
of our busy town being raised to the dignity and importance

of a city became a subject of public interest, 1 was not

disposed to alter my preconceived opinion respecting the
suitableness of the site of the Church én posse, as being
decidedly the best for the Cathedral iz esse.

The scheme that I have the honour to bring to your notice
has been a pleasurable labour to me, extending over a con-
siderable time.

Some years ago I sketched out a few ideas in pencil. In
the early part of 1878 I prepared drawings to a small scale,
and afterwards enlarged my designs to the scale of eight feet
to the inch, developing my scheme as the drawings were
brought to completion.

After careful consideration, I decided to adopt the Greek
form of cross for my plan—a dome being raised above the
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intersection of the arms, or choir, nave, and transepts. The
dome to be the prominent feature of the composition.

In the arrangement of the plan, and in the treatment of
the elevations, I have studied the most important buildings of
a like kind, to be found abroad and at home; proposing only
to adopt the principles exemplified in those monuments for
my purpose, and thus to produce a design differing in its
internal and external features from those great works, as
demanded by altered requirements and circumstances.

The extreme dimensions of the present churchyard are
280 feet 6 inches from E. to W., and 210 feet 6 inches N. to
S.; the area being about 6,550 yards.

I propose to erect my Cathedral in the exact centre of the
graveyard, which would allow the present church to continue
in use for Divine worship until the choir had been completed,
after which the latter could be fitted up, and used during the
time the works in connexion with the building of the remain-
ing portions were in progress. Thus, the continuity of the
services would be maintained. Some of the graves would
require to be opened and the bodies removed, but, I appre-
hend little if any objection to this being done, to make way
for a new edifice worthy of the city.

The extreme dimensions of the Cathedral Church, so
designed, would be 244 feet by 176 feet. The diameter of
the intersecting space, under the dome, is 76 feet; octagonal
on plan from the floor to the pendentives of the dome, and
circular above them.

The four arms of the cross, viz.:—Choir, nave, and tran-
septs are internally of similar dimensions in height and width,
to present a unity of composition. The nave and choir, each
terminates in a semicircular apsis, but they are dissimilar in
design, the choir having detached columns, uniform with

" others, on the interior. The apsidal termination of the nave

has no detached columns, but is reserved for mural mortuary
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tablets. On the North and South sides of the nave are coves
or recesses, intended to receive statuary, it being proposed to
dedicate this portion of the Cathedral to the memory of a fow
of Liverpool’'s worthiest sons.

The choir is raised four steps above the floor of the nave;
further East, four more steps lead to the communion rail and
altar. The latter is raised upon three additional steps,
giving the requisite dignity to the most important feature of
the edifice.

The stalls are arranged on both sides of the choir, within
a recessed arcade, to throw them into relief. The organ is
placed within a transept to the North; the vestries occupying
a corresponding position on the South side.

The transepts afford the chief entrance to the interior
of the cathedral. They are designed to be very imposing
features. Four towers, each rising to a height of 106 feet,
are intended to group with the dome or central feature. They
contain offices and staircases, leading to open galleries, sup-
ported on columns, and higher still to the roof. The towers
are designed to be somewhat similar in character to those at
the West front of St. Paul’s, London.

The construction of the dome would be chiefly of wrought-
iron ribs, resting upon a continuous bed-plate, and braced
together at intervals. The lantern to be constructed in a like
manner, ¢.¢., the framing to be wrought-iron, cast-iron being

‘used for some of the ornate portions. Between the inner and

outer shell of the dome, stairs are provided to give access to
the summit of the Cathedral. Not desiring to build up the
dome to an unnecessary height, chiefly on account of the
great expense that would be incurred, I have adopted an
unusual method of lighting up the interior of this part.

For the reason named, I have omitted the introduction of
the tambour, which, in the chief examples of a like kind, are
penetrated by window lights; and T have thought fit, instead,

G
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to place the windows on and through the dome at its base.
Between those sixteen windows, coupled columns are placed
inside, wholly detached from the wall; they stand upon a
projecting stylobate, that is continued round the entire
circumference of the inner dome, forming a * whispering
gallery.” This gallery is protected by ornamental ironwork,
resting on cantilevers. The exterior of the dome would be
covered with lead, having bold vertical roll mouldings,
and cast-lead ornamentation in panels ranging between the
windows.

Perhaps I have presented you with a sufficiently lengthy
account of my scheme without going any further-—aided, as it
is, by the plans, elevations, sections, and interior and exterior
perspective views. I will, therefore, close my remarks with
a schedule of the chief dimensions, and estimate of the cost
of fully carrying out and completing the edifice as I have
designed it. Before doing so, I desire to state that I have
selected a style for the elevations that I believe to be the
best suited to the purpose in every way, and, although at
the present moment it finds little favour in England, I am
bold enough to say, that what is generally known as Classic
architecture, or Italian or French renmssance (call it what
you may,) if care be taken to embody noble outlines with
pure detail. is decidedly better suited to site and circumstance
than the Gothic at present in vogue. I will go further, and
say, that should the building of the Cathedral be postponed
for a few more years, it is extremely doubtful if Gothic
architecture would be adopted in preference to one based
on the Classic or Trabeated style.
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MEASUREMENTS OF THE PROPOSED CATHEDRAL OF

St. PETER, LIVERPOOL.

Length from E. to W, (outside) ......... ..... 244 feet.
Do. N. to S. do. Rk Sl U £ it
Width of dome (outside) ........ cevcvrerinann. 94 .
Do. (ImEtde) v st i s ertensd 495 ity
Width of transepts across towers (outside) ... 62 ,,
Length of nave (inside) .......cceeevieaeransunnes Vi e
Do. OROLE S0y e el e T4,
Height of nave, choir, and transepts (inside)... 63 ,,
Width of do. do. do. 841,
Height from floor to whispering gallery......... s,
Do. do. to eye of dome............... T he ot
Do. do. to floor of gallery, round
1570 S o e R Ser AR LGy,
Total height from street level to summit of
BRI AN e O8s e s s L e
The twenty-eight marble columus that support
the vaulting of nave, choir, and tran-
septs, 22 feet in length, 2 feet 6 inches
diameter.
EsTtiMATE oF CosrT.
F ot datiOns: s sWin i vas ada s vaitn aii s5ia0s £12,600 0 0
Main walls, faced with Portland stone 52,000 0 0
Construction of and covering the dome 7,500 0 0
Fiantern; ball and oross...c..civissssissonss 2.200-°0%.0
Marble columns and pavement, inside 9,500 0 0
Qakzatalls woriis b e sl i g 1,200 0 0
Throne, pulpit, lectern and font ......... 1,860 0 O
Altar table and candelabra ... ........... 500 0 0
SLRRHBEY S 00 355 nes yeatimsins s ials mmnibina & T3e 5800 0 O
Stained and painted glass ............... 11,500 0 0
Balustrade and entrance steps ............ 5,000 0 0
Heating, lighting, and sundries ......... 8,000 0 0
Hatal oo £117,5600 0 0

GR
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NOTE.

[The idea of a Cathedral is naturally associated with a town which is,
or is likely to be, the seat of a Bishop; but it should not be forgotten
that cathedrals were the mother churches of dioceses in the olden time,
when the circumstances of parishes were very different from those of our
time. An old cathedral, therefore, or even a parish church, built one or
two centuries before the Reformation, had a much larger purpose to
serve than either has at the present time ; and according to our modern
ecclesiastical ideas and arrangements, however large and costly the erec-
tion, it would probably not serve for more than a thousand worshippers.
It is true that we have churches and “ tabernacles,” whose ordinary
congregation is much greater than this, owing to temporary circum-
stances usuelly connected with the minister; but a cathedral is one of
the last places to which we should look for a large congregation, unless
under very special circumstances.

Liverpool is certainly not celebrated for its ecclesiastical architecture ;
but we have churches enough, and to spare, such as they are; and the
steady diminution of population in the Parish of Liverpool will enable
us, in the course of a few years, to dispense with several others. Why
could not one of these be separated from parochial use, by having its
nominal district attached to some neighbouring church, from which also
the population has retired? Thus, the whole of the parishioners who
are not connected with some of the district churches in Liverpool could
worship in St. Nicholas's; leaving St. Peter’s free, as a Pro-Cathedral, if
such were thought desirable. Or, since nearly the whole of the district
was unwisely cut away from St. Philip's, to be added to the new and
obscure church of St. Columba, why could not the population of St.
Luké’s be given to St. Philip’s, the former becoming the Pro-Cathedral
for the Diocese of Liverpool? Report says that it cost in all more than
£80,009, so that the Borough of Liverpool would not be offering to the
Diocese that which cost it nothing. At the present price of labour and
materials, it is doubtful whether its equal could be had for £120,000 ;
but in any case such an erection would seem a wanton expenditure of
money, when we know that in a few years we shall have half-a-dozen
churches for sale and removal, in the lower and central parts of the
town. Yet if it be regarded as necessary, or even desirable, to expend
a large sum mainly for the glorification of the citizens of Liverpool,
those who take the trouble, and go to the expense of endowing the new
Bishopric, may fairly trust to the next generation to provide such a
building. In the Church of England it is not unusual for one generation
to make provision for all succeeding ones; but in a case of this kind, the
large expenditure might fairly be distributed ; the most pressing matters
taking precedence in time. :

These remarks, though suggested by the subject of the paper are
independent of it; and they do not in any respect affect its importance,
or the professional ability shown in Mr. Heffer’s design.—H.)







