


RURAL LIFE AND MANNERS, IN THE NEIGH 

BOURHOOD OF BEDSTONE AND UPTON,  

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO.

By the Rev. Canon Hume, D.C.L. 

(BEAD 12iH NOVEMBER, 1874.)

I. INTRODUCTION.

ABOUT four years ago, I borrowed from Mr. John Urmson, 
then of the Bidstone lighthouse, a set of curious old manu 
script books, most of them small in size. They turned out 
on examination to be farmers' private account books, forming 
almost an unbroken record of income and expenditure for 
upwards of a century. They referred to an outlying portion 
of Cheshire, which until the introduction of steam, was 
practically very remote from Liverpool; and Liverpool itself, 
at the beginning of the period referred to, was only about 
one-eighth of its present size.

The most cursory examination showed a variety of details 
of great interest; indeed there were the materials, not of one 
paper only, but of several. There is, however, a good deal 
of sameness in the plan of the record, so that a few specimens 
may suffice ; and then the notices of places, persons, words, 
habits, prices, &c., can be given under their respective heads.

There are seven books, five of which appear to belong to a 
family of the name of Wharton, while two are the property 
of Mr. Urmson. They may be described as follows.

1st. The most interesting record of all is six inches long 
and four broad. It consists of plain white paper, ruled
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neither horizontally nor vertically ; and the paging shows 101 
leaves. It is bound in plain parchment; and was originally 
attached by a clasp, which has long been broken off. The 
records in this extend from 1761 to 1766; with one or two 
entries of a later date.*

2nd. This is a 12mo book of plain white paper resembling 
that of the former. The covers have been torn off; but it 
appears from the .paging (1 to 66) that no portion has been 
lost. Some of the pages are ruled for money; and it has 
been thought necessary to make four lineal spaces, for pounds, 
shillings, pence, and farthings respectively.f This volume 
contains some useful receipts; and it extends from 1780 to 
1784.

3rd. A common 12mo account book, with perpendicular 
lines in red ink. It contains 86 pages in all, and is bound 
in flush calf; but as it was too thin for the owner's pur 
pose, there has been an insertion of 32 pages of plain 
writing paper. Date 1791 to 1798.

4th. A 4to book between the size of modern post and 
foolscap 4to. The owner has occasionally ruled the money 
columns for himself; and the horizontal water mark has 
been a partial guide in the writing, like the faint blue lines of 
our own times. This extends from 1799 to 1809; and is 
evidently by Thomas Wharton the younger.

5th. Size foolscap 4to ; bound; by the same writer as 
the last. Period 1806 to 1827.1

John Wharton, who lived at Moreton, was the owner and 
the writer of the first book. He married and had a son 
Thomas, who succeeded him in the farm at Moreton, the 
father removing to a leasehold property of his own at 
Bidstone. Thomas afterwards removed to Claughton, and

* This book was first carefully transcribed, and then both copy and original 
were lost for above two yearn. I paid the stipulated price to the owner ; and 
Borne time after, both turned up. They had been tied together, and had 
fallen behind the other volumes on a broad shelf. I am thus the possessor of 
two copies which correspond page by page.

t A long parchment roll, found in Formby Parish Chest, has three columns 
for pence, halfpence, and farthings respectively. Transactions, xviii, 83.

J Mr. Urmson's books are two in number. First A tattered 4to, from which 
both covers have been torn. It contains various memoranda from 1786 to 
1797. Second A foolscap folio bound in parchment, extending from about 
1804 to 1820. It refers a good deal to carpenter's work and the sale of timber.
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the more modern books appear to have been written chiefly 
by him.

The father having died, Thomas cultivated the farm at 
Bidstone while living at Claughton ; and in 1820 removed to 
Bidstone. But instead of residing at the old house, which is 
near the Church, he rented the whole of the Marsh, and lived 
in a cottage on it. This is now occupied by a man named 
Eimmer, and this name is of frequent occurrence.* In 1825, 
he removed to the paternal house in Bidstone. William, 
son of Thomas, and grandson of Johnf (see Pedigree), now 
an aged man, is the owner of the Wharton books ; as Mr. 
John Urmson is of the Urmson ones.

II.   STATE OF THE COUNTRY.
The lower part of Wirrall, or that next the sea, was very 

bare ; but there was a wood at Upton, and there was a smaller 
number of trees at one or two other points.

* In the Formby Boll there are 199 names ; and the most common of these 
is Kimmer, or as it is invariably spelled Bymer. There were in 1C79 so many 
as 38 families of this name. Some of the members no doubt found their way 
to Liverpool, and to the adjacent parts of Cheshire.

t WHAETON
of Bidstone township, resident " 

here for many generations

JOHN
b. in 1729, m. Ellen Stanley, dr. of a farmer

of Leasowside, Wallasea, between New Brighton and
Leasowe Castle, d. 1804,

______________ ___________

THOMAS, b. in 1758 Four drs., m. respectively 
m. 1st Ellen Stanley of Lea- Wm. Chatterton, the Magazines ; 
sowside, his cousin, and left one dr. Wm. Buckley, Liscard ; Thos. 
m. 2nd Abigail Williamson of Bode Nicholls, Noctorum ; Jon. Youds, 
Hall, who d. as. 88. He d. 1803. the Carr, Saughall Massie.

I _______________________

John William Mary
Thomas the owner of Joseph
Abigail the books James

Henry
a daughter 

lives with Mr. Urmson,
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The roads were not good, and resembled in general modern 
accommodation lanes to farms. They were fenced in, and 
each of the farmers gave certain days to keep them in repair. 
Shingle was used from the sea shore. They were " from 
" town to town," viz., from one rural township to another.

The people generally walked, but occasionally employed 
carts as facilities in locomotion. The use of the saddle and 
pillion, however, was common ; and the latter was disused only 
about forty years ago.

Farm houses were clotted irregularly over the district; and 
Neston was the only town in the modern sense of the term. 
The magistrates of the district consulted there at the " Golden 
" Lion." The population of the whole district was probably 
less than half of what it is now.

Up ton fairs were held on the last Friday in April, aud on 
the Friday before Michaelmas. They were the places of 
assembly for the farm servants, male and female, for miles 
round. In the accounts, there is constant reference to Upton 
fair.

Skilled workmen and professional gentlemen were of course 
few in number, and they practised over a wide area. Mr* 
Samuel Hill, grandfather of two late Mayors of Liverpool, 
was a whitesmith, and also a general mechanic, who did work 
of almost every kind in metal and wood. Dr. Haughton, 
whose family are well known in Liverpool, used to practise 
over the Parishes of Wallasea, Eidstone, Woodchurch, West 
Kirkby, Tranmere, Birkenhead, and part of Bebingtou. In 
his professional rambles by night, he had sometimes great 
difficulty in finding his way.*

The communication by water was what would now be called 
primitive. The ferry-boat was propelled by six oars and a

* As a sort of guide, he erected a " stoop" on Bidstone Hill. This was like 
a stono gate-post; and gave the vulgar an opportunity of calling him afterwards 
" Dr. Stoop." " Stoop, a poet or stulp (North)." Halliwell.



sail. In the earlier part of the period here referred to, the 
communication with Ireland was hy a sailing packet ship to 
Parkgate ; and the passengers walked or rode across the 
isthmus to the Ferry at Birkenhead. There is an old Irish 
song known as "Billy O'Kourke the Bouchal" (the boy) 
which describes minutely the passage from Dublin. There 
must have been comparatively little intercourse, when the fare 
for a labouring man was "seven thirteens," viz., seven shil 
lings English. Dalpool or Dawpool, or " Dappa," was the 
place at which cheeses were usually shipped for exportation.

III. DOMESTIC SERVICE AND WAGES.

A very large number of the entries in these booka consist 
of petty cash disbursements to the hired servants. These 
lived in the house and boarded with the family ; and none of 
them appear to have handled money, from the beginning of 
the year to its close, unless when it was specially required.

Hence, the dates of handing over small sums of money are 
not given in the oldest of the books, nor indeed in the most 
curious of the others; but the reasons for the expenditure 
are put down. In this way we have the daily life of the popu 
lation, and especially of this class, brought before us; their 
clothing, amusements, journeyings, language, &c.

From 1701 to 1782, the payment of a male household la 
bourer, when a man, varied from £4 to £5 15s.; but when a 
boy or lad it varied from £1 to £3. The payments to women 
ranged from £2 10s. to £3 5s.; and a " wench" or growing 
girl received £l 5s. There are remote parts of the country 
where a scale of payments very slightly different from this 
continued until within the memory of persons still living.

To illustrate the plan adopted, we may take half-a-dozen 
cases: viz., those of two men and a lad, and of two women 
and a wench. These will be given literally as they are set
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down ; and the remarks respecting uses, prices, orthography, 
&c., will occur after, under their respective heads.

1761 
Agred with y6 Man for £4 ,, 12   0

to acockfite.................................... 0 ,, 2
to acockfite.................................... 0 ,, 8
for Shos and Stockings..................... 0 ,, 10
for a pair of buckels ........................ 0 ,, 0
at ye raee................................. ...... 0 ,, 1
at Upton fair ................................. 0   10
at ye race....................................... 0 ,, 2
at a prisbarplay .............................. 0,, 2
at Upton fair ................................. 0,, 8
for ye Millishow.............................. 0,, 1
at ye Coart .................................... 0 ,, 1

1   16
2   16

15   0

4   12   0

It is clear that the man had a balance of £2 IGs. to receive 
at the close of the year. The two cock fights appear to have 
occurred in the spring; and the races before and after the 
April fair at Upton. The Militia which is mentioned as the 
last item but one, was probably the drawing or " lotting," as 
it is called. It appears to have occurred in the autumn.

1766
Agreed with Thomas Ellobe [Ellaby ?] for £5

at Sroftide .................................... 0
for Shirts........................................ 0
for a pare of bukels ........................ 0
for bleeding.................................... 0
for a pair of pumps ........................ 0
to go to y0 dancing ........................ 0
to crockson .................................... 0
at easter ....................................... 0
for a hat and Stockings..................... 0
twoo times to ye Dancing .................. 0
to go to upton fair ........................... 0
to ye taylor .................................... 0
to pay y6 Dancing master .................. 0

1
7 
1
0
5
2
2
2
5
2
7
1

, 5

0
a*
0
6
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
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to the Dancing .............................. 0
to yc prisanbarplay ........................ 0
for his pumps ................................. 0
to twoo race days ........................... 0
for a pair of clogs ........................... 0
for a pair of Shoes ........................ 0
to Meadowsis neck-cutting ............... 0
to Upton fair ................................. 0
to hy a pair of hreeches and hankerchif.. 0
for mending his shoos ..................... 0

, 1   0
, 1   0
, 2   0
, 2   0
, 0   6
, 6   0
, 1   0
, 6   0
, 12   6
, 2   0

, 13   8*

5   15   0

Thomas Ellobe appears to have been rather n gay young 
man : for he spends five shillings on the dancing master, 
seven on his pumps, and one shilling at each of three dancing 
parties. If we regard the "buckels" as part of his equip 
ment, and take in the other amusements at which he was 
present, viz., Upton fair, the Prison-bar play, and the " Neck- 
" cutting," or harvest home, we have a total of 25s.; or more 
than a third of his annual expenditure and more than a 
fourth of his wages directly or indirectly connected with
amusement.

1762
Agreed with y* lad from midsummer for 1 ,, 15 ,, 0

at yc upton race........................... 0
to by a wascoat ........................... 0
for making a wascoat .................. 0
to a cak play .............................. 0
at upton fair .............................. 0
for mending his shoos .................. 0
to fay a shirt .............................. 0
for a pair of Shoos ..................... 0
for making a shirt........................ 0
for mending his shoos .................. 0
for to pay for yc cock..................... 0
for to pay for y1' cockfight............... 0
for stockings .............................. 0

£
1

£

.. 1

1

1

1

1

1

0
5
5
O
0
2
1
2

5  
0
6
0
0
0
7
0
0
4
7
0
0
2

1   2   2
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Settled with y lad & hass had £1   2 ,, 
to have .............................. 1 ,,

1  

2 & was 
15   0

2   2

to receiv............... 12 ,, 10

It is clear that the wages of this lad amounted to £3 10s.
by the whole year.

[1784.]
Agreed with Ann Peers for £3   0 ,, 0

February 27 Gave to you to pay Martha
Beathers .......................................... 0.1. 0

March 20 Gave you to go to ye crisning...... O.'l. 0
at Aster ............................................. 0.0. 6
for Dying your stocldngB ........................ 0 . 0 . 8
for to bye some Binding for your coat......... 0.0. 6
For to pay for a pair of Buckels ............... 0 . 0 . 10
Gave to you at Easter ........................... 0 . 6 . 6
You Laid out at Liverpool ..................... 0 , 1 . 8
For to By some yarn and needles an Lase... 0.0. 8
To bye a pare of sleevs........................... 0.0. 10|
Gave to you to pay for your stocking ......... 0.1. 7
to Daniel Linacar for heeltaping ............... 0.0. 2
to go to Upton fair................................. 0.1. 0
For thrid and needles and i Lace ............ 0.0. 2
For your hat ....................................... 0.4. 4
For to pay for mending your stays ............ 0.1. 6
For to go to ye coaling*........................... 0 . 0 . 2
For to pay for a new pair of shoon............ 0.4. 8
To pay for a new shift ........................... 0.2. 6
Gave to you.......................................... 0.0. 4
For a knew hankecher ........................... 0.0. 6
For striptf and pins .............................. 0.0. 5
to go to ye shoe .................................... 0.0. 8
to go to Upton fair................................. 0.1. 0
took a naughty shilling........................... 0.1. 0

1783 
Agreed with Martha Bird for £2 . 10 . 0

you had to we pence for to By a greator ...... 0.0. 2'
to pay for mending your shoon.................. 0.0. 7

* The farmers carted coals gratuitously for the rural Blacksmith, and he 
in return sharpened pickaxes, &c., without charge. On the day of bringing 
home the coals, bread and cheese and ale were given to the men, and the 
evening's proceedings often wound up with a dance.

t Striped linen.
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February 16 to go home ........................ 0
Paid for mending your shoon .................. 0
March 26 paid to Daniel* for mending ...... 0
April 5 paid for your Bedgown.................. 0
Aprel 18 Gave to you to pay for your shoon. 0
May 4 Gave to you .............................. 0
May 28 Gave to you to by a sheeft & pockets 0
To pay for mending your shoon ............... 0
To pay for your sithers ........................... 0
To pay for a laco ................................. 0
For a pair of new shoon ........................ 0
To go to the Leasa side........................... 0
To pay for your buckels........................... 0
To go to the Merry night ........................ 0 .
Mending your shoon .............................. 0
For mending your shoon ........................ 0
For your Bedgown................................. 0
For heeltaping your shoon ..................... 0
Forapairof Sythers.............................. 0
For your shoon mending ........................ 0
For heeltaping your shoon ..................... 0
For anew pair of shoon........................... 0
toart paying for a pair of stockings............ 0
to pay for your ribbining ........................ 0
at November ....................................... 0
For scaling your shoon........................... 0
For dying a pound of yarn ..................... 0
For a new pair of shoon & mountebankf ... 0

1768
Agreed with yc Wench for £1 ,, 5 ,, 0

at Sroftide.......................................... 0   0
fora Shift.......................................... 0   2
for a Shift.......................................... 0 2
at Upton fair .................................... 0 0
for a gown.......................................... 0 7
for loining ye gown ............................... 0 0
for a pair of shoos .............................. 0 3
at Upton fair .................................... 0 2
to by sum linste ................................. 0 1
to her mother .................................... 0 0
when Shee went home........................... 0 3
for making y= Gown.............................. 0 1

. 1 .

. 0 .

. 1 .

. 2 .

. 0 .

. 1 .

. 8 .
. 0 .
. 0 .
. 0 .
. 8 .
. 0 .
. 0 .
. 0 .
. 0 .
. 0 .
. 4 .
. 0 .
. 0 .
. 0 .
. 0 .
. 8 .
. 0 .
. 1 .
. 0 .
. 1 .
. 0 .
. 4 .

6
2
G
4i
G
0
6
G
8
8
9
8
8
2
1
6
5
4
2

11
4
9
14
0
4
2
4
G

2 
G 
G 
G
94

10
6
0
1
6
0
0

Daniel Linacre.
1   5   44 

t The Mountebank show at Upton.
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This "wench" seems to have overdrawn her account 
slightly ; though her spending money at Shrovetide was not 
great. The "linste" mentioned was actually linsey, a kind 
of cloth which took its name from Lindsey in Suffolk. It 
was sometimes called " Linsey-woolsey."

IV. MANNERS AND CUSTOMS AND AMUSEMENTS.

The amusements common among people remote from towns 
must have presented a good deal of sameness all over England; 
'still, as we learn from Brand, Hone, and other writers,  
there were customs which were restricted to special localities.

In these accounts we read such entries as the following : 

1762, to a cak play..................... 0   1 ,, 0
1764, to go to a cak play ............ 0 ,, 2 ,, 0
1767, to a cake play .................. 0 ,, 1 ,, 0

The cake-play usually occurred after harvest. In those 
days, people gleaned after the reapers ; and the grain so pro 
cured was made into flour, which the wife of some respectable 
labouring man baked into cakes. These were played for, at 
a nominal value, in some private house, never the ale house of 
the district; and the practice was not necessarily connected 
with drinking. It was an indirect mode of assisting some 
industrious poor family in the neighbourhood, who thus pro 
fited to the extent of a few shillings. Now that gleaning is 
practically abolished, the custom is unknown.

The prison-bar play was of greater pretensions. It took 
place in the open air, and by day; on some " swang" of land 
suitable for the purpose. In this case, it was usually at the 
Meols, or on the Leasowe, or near Wallasea lighthouse. 
Different townships played against each other, as competing 
Cricket clubs do at present; and the prize was usually a half 
barrel of ale, with a roasted sheep and potatoes. Both 
winners and losers shared in the crowning meal. There were 
of course a good many spectators ; and their various con-
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ditions may be seen from the amount of money which they 
spent respectively. For example, two men one of them a 
first-class workman, for his wages were £7 per annum in 
1782 spend a shilling each ; a hired lad sixpence ; and the 
maid and " y e wench" two pence each.

Amusement at a greater distance from home was obtained 
by attending the races at Upton. A man servant required 
Is. for spending-money on such an occasion. The race took 
place in a large field called the Big Croft. There were also 
races at Oxton, but of a different kind : these latter were 
usually foot-races and donkey-races. There was a May-pole 
at Caldy. There were also races at Crosby, on the Lancashire 
side of the river; for " Joseph Hews," a man servant, had 
10s. 6d. in 1783 "to go to Crosbe rase." About the same 
time another man called James had 10s. Id. for the same 
purpose.

It was customary also, even when there was no fair, to go 
to see a " show." The nature of it is not specified ; but on 
three occasions the payment was only a penny; and on a 
fourth, an adult paid three pence. On one occasion, the 
entertainment is specified; as Stephen Lether and another 
man got 1 s. Gd. each to go to see the " Mountebag." This 
was in 1780. On one occasion a person called James Crockson 
indulged in confectionery also, as the entry is " for ye sho 
" and caks 4d.;" and the very next entry is " for cards and 
" cakes 9d."

Among the indoor amusements was the " sewing," perhaps 
equivalent to the " quilting" of more modern times. The 
young women assembled to work in the afternoon, and the 
young men joined them after the close of their daily labour. 
Then, no doubt there was ale, procured at Nanny Buckley's 
of Moreton ; and perhaps dancing. One of the maids pro 
vided herself with 9d. " to go to Croston's soing." There 
were also raffles, probably held at private houses, for the



money advanced does not look as if drinking had been prac 
tised. In 1798 and 1799, we have the entry, "to go to ye 
" raflin 6d."; but in 1808 it is a shilling on two occasions. 
In none of the four cases is it stated what the article was 
that was raffled for.

Some of the out-door sports were of the usual barbarous 
kind. Cock-fighting was common; and farm servants some 
times paid for cocks which were kept for the purpose by 
neighbouring cottagers. The entries under this head are 
numerous ; showing that the practice was very little changed 
by time, and that even the boys took an unusual interest in 
it. Two entries about 1784 are, " at a cocking at Will Corf's," 
and the cockpit is visible on the side of Bidstone Hill, to the 
present hour. The first entry about bull-baiting, which was 
held at Moreton, occurs under 1781. They were all men who 
attended, and each one drew from his employer a shilling to 
spend on the occasion.

The " murryneet" (merry night) is well known in Cumber 
land and Westmoreland, and has often been explained in 
dialectal poetry.* In the Glossary to the dialects of those 
two counties it is described as " a merry meeting, where each 
" of the guests pays a certain sum, for the benefit of the 
" person giving the entertainment." It is rarely alluded to in 
these books; but in 1766 one maid-servant attended four 
such gatherings, her contribution varying from 2d. to 6d.

The neck-cutting, which was attended by both men and 
women, was not any thing of a very deadly character. It 
was connected with what is otherwise called the " harvest-

* Aa, lad, sec a murry neet we've bed at Bleckell,
The sound o' the fiddle yet rings i' my ear ; 

Aw reet clipt and heel'd were the lads and the lasses,
And monie a clever lith huzzy was theer. 

The bettermer swort sat snug i' the parlour;
I' the pantry the sweethearters cuttered sae soft; 

The dancers they kicked up a stour i' the kitchen;
At lanter the caird-lakers sat i' the loft.

 Andenon's Cumberland Ballads.
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" home" or " winning the churn." The last few stalks of 
grain were platted as they grew, into a hand of three strands ; 
and the reapers threw their sickles at this. The one who 
finally cut it down was the winner. The prnctice became 
rare, however, as it was often attended with accidents. 
Shooting matches were not unusual; and the prizes were 
generally useful articles manufactured by the smith and car 
penter.

V. TIMES AND SEASONS.

The first of these which requires to be noticed is " Gutet 
" Tuesday," otherwise Shrove Tuesday; and as it was the 
farewell to flesh for a season (carni-vale), it was a day of 
feasting. The servants were accordingly provided with 
pocket-money. The following day, Ash Wednesday, was 
furmety day, or the day for " frumenty." Shelled wheat was 
boiled in new milk, and eaten by those who cared for it.  
Next came " Aster," as it is called, when there was " an 
" eggen," or games with eggs. It may be noticed in passing, 
that the use of the egg so commonly at Easter originated in 
its being regarded as symbolical of the resurrection : out of 
the dead comes the living.

I find only one notice of " May-eve:" it is when Martha 
Bird gets 2d. to spend. In Scotland and in tho Scottish 
districts of Ireland, this evening used to be regarded with 
great superstition; and the observances are traceable back to 
a period anterior to Christianity. It was the beltane* or 
time of the Baal fires (Baal-tinne), the name of which is 
preserved in Bal-tin-glass, in the County of Wicklow.

Soon after came the Kushbearing time, when in the absence 
of carpets and even boards, our ancestors provided something 
soft and warm for the feet, especially in churches. In the

* Ours is no sapling, chance sown by the fountain, 
Blooming at Beltane, in winter to fade.

 Scott, Lady of the Lake.
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" Lakeland of Lancashire" I have seen coarse straw mats 
used. In some parts, the rush-bearing did not take place till 
the end of July or the beginning of August; but here the 
entry is given under May 26 " To go to the Rushbiring, 3s."

"Whitsuntide was then as now, a time for recreation ; and 
the cockfights usually took place at the two ecclesiastical 
seasons of Easter and " Whisentide." In 1797, we find the 
Old Style quoted; and the practice continued in rural dis 
tricts till after 1820. A labouring man's time was reckoned 
" from the Tuesday after Old Midsomer (July b) to August 
" 24."

The 5th of November was also an important date, and Is. 
was usually advanced to the junior male servants. Also, in 
the Church accounts for the year 1765, we have "at y e 
" gunpoudertrason 10s." This sum was probably paid to the 
ringers at Bidstone Church.

VI. AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS AND OPERATIONS.

One of the implements least known is the " push plough," 
which is pressed forward by the breast of the man who guides 
it, instead of being drawn by cattle. It suited certain portions 
of Bidstone moss, on which horses could not be placed with 
safety : but it is used at the present day in rough and heathy 
grounds, and where the material cleared off is capable of 
being burnt. Hundreds of the leases on landed estates in 
Cheshire, stipulate that the tenant. " shall not push plough 
" nor burn." It appears to have been practised in the winter, 
for there is an entry " November y e 28 1780, Settled with 
" Thomas Hews for pushing and days works;" and again, 
February 3, the farmer received "for pushing 10s." In the 
same year, we have " Indetted to Will Jones for Pushing 
" £l 2s.;" and " To Thomas Hewhes when ye shut pushen, 
" 2s. 6d.," i.e. when the practice ceased for the season. The 
push-plow is still sometimes used in brick-fields, to peel
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off the sod, and level the ground for the purpose of brick- 
making.

The ordinary plough was made of wood, with a wooden 
mould board. The common carts had wooden axles till tho 
beginning of the present century, plated with iron where the 
friction was greatest. The harrows were of ash wood, the 
teeth of course of iron ; there were none then with iron 
" boles." Rollers were of stone or wood, without shafts, and 
drawn by a chain attached to the axles; and churning was 
by hand up and down.

Some of the implements of husbandry are mentioned ; and 
as it is usually in connexion with the subject of price, a few 
may be quoted.

1781 Paid to Thomas Wilson for the Cheesepress 11s. A 
reaping hook cost a shilling; for in 1783 "Old Thomas 
" Dodd had For to Bye a sickel Is.;" and again, about tho 
same time, Samuel Spark had " in to pay for a hook Is."

A scythe was a more important article, and showed a greater 
variety in price. Thus, in 1774, "to by a sythe 4s.;" in 
1781, 4s.; in 1783, 4s. 6d.; and "July y e 10, 1800, Georg 
"Miers had 10s. Gd. to by a syth." In 1783, another person 
got "For to Bye a sythe 3s. Cd.;" and in 1793 only 2s. 
Thus the price differed within very wide limits. In 1772, a 
shovel cost 5s.; and in 1766, "Thomas Dodd had for 
" ashovel 3s. 6d."

We do not know the cost of a. pump, and indeed at the 
present day that depends greatly on circumstances, but in 
1765 there is the entry " for taking up ye pump & repairing 
" it 8s.;" also for a long ladder, 32 gangs, 4£d, 1 Is. 7jd.*

The following entries let us within the gates of the 
Englishman's castle, and show us a little of the character of 
his household gods. The date is !782.

* The original entry -was 12s., which is 32 times 4Jd; but as it is clear that in 
a ladder of 32 lengths there would only be 31 " rounds " or " rungs " or steps, 
the entry written over it is the correct one.
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To a turnel* and worthin hookf............... 18 8
To a pare of homes .............................. 2 6
To a Cart .......................................... 312  
To a grate .......................................... 7 6
To 4 Ghears ....................................... 8 6
To one pair of bedstockst ..................... 6  
Toapan .......................................... 2 12 6
To Oiron for his wheels ........................ 1 11 6
To Spoons, Silver................................. 18 6
To Chene [China ware] ........................ 7 6
To a Oyron§ and heters ..........'.............. 4  
To Blankets and 1 quilt ........................ 1    
ToaSquoobH .................................... 7 6

The process and expense of house building in 1776 may 
be seen from the following.

Expence of yc hous at Bidston
for 8 load of lime................................. £2 0 6
fortimber .......................................... 300
to yc Bricklaer .................................... 320
to 5£ thousand Slats ........................... 400
for 6 measurs of hare ........................... 080
for 500ic of Lats ................................. 097
for 100 hundred Lats ........................... 02,,
for 11 thousand of Brick........................ 060

The foregoing are only for materials ; the following repre 
sents labour chiefly.

Acount of y charg of yc hous at Bidstone.
To hewing yc rock ...:.......................... 066
To the timber at liverpool ..................... 330
To y" bricldear .................................... 330
Tolime to Latham .............................. 220
To Samuel Hasal................................. 220
Toy= Slater ....................................... 1 H 6
ToyGlasher .................................... 210  
To Samuel Hasals .............................. 168

* A trough used for salting bacon, sometimes used as a kneading trough.
t A " grape" or trident, with the teeth bent down at a right angle, for 

hauling manure from a cart which has been slightly tilted up.
{ A bedstead; elsewhere valued at 10s.
§ A box smoothing iron.
|| "A long seat or sofa" called a " squab" in the North. " A soft stuffed 

" cushion or Btool; whence a fat man or woman." Bailey.
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Toy Slater ....................................... 1 16 10
To John Pendleton .............................. 5 13 1

A barn and a carthouse were much less expensive than the 
foregoing.

The price of thatching is interesting, 
for four Days thatching ........................£ 4 8
for Drawing Straw
for thatch pricks*......................
for Serving y thatcher .............
for mate for ye thatcher .............
for 500 of pricks ......................
for laying y calf house with flags . 
for boards for making yc stall.......
for a pound of nales ................
for making y Stall ...................

3  
2  
2 8
2 8
1 8
3 6
3 2
  4
1 6

Without giving the actual entries, it may suffice to mention 
the following. " A Gleasur for lading y e windows " charged 
8s.; " a carpender for puling too Dwrsils in, & mending y° 
" Doors," Is. Gd.; and a " back barn door and 31bs of nales" 
cost 7s. 4^d.

The smith charged in connexion with the horses, " for fora 
" new shoos," Is. 4d.; and " for 3 remoovs and 1 New Shew," 
7d. The killing and dressing of a pig cost a shilling, and of 
a cow one and sixpence. Sheering, i.e. reaping grain, cost 
Is. 8d. per day in 1781 ; but Is. 3d. when the pressure was 
less great. This was to hired labourers, who were not fed by 
the farmer. In the hay harvest a mower was paid " Is. Cd. 
"and mate" in 1798. The seasons appear to have been 
sometimes late, or the ground was cold, for we find " Septem 
"ye 9 began to Sheer." We find in 1803, 2s. paid "for 
" Sheering Sheep," i.e., to one man, who probably shore five 
or six in the day.

Some of the other operations strike us as curious. Thus 
" feighing," or taking the sod from the marl; " guttering " or 
clearing water off the fields or farms ; " fending," or clearing 
out the passages or drains of the slow running streams, a

» More commonly called "scollops." 

L2
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very necessary operation where the fall is so slight. William 
Jones charged Is. 2d. per rood (perch or rod) for doing so 
" in y6 Town Mos." " Geathering " meant gathering in the 
sheaves, or the mown grass. An acre of " fough " meant of 
fallow land. The farmer gave " 4£ days to y e highways," 
" which cost him 20s. 3d.; and apparently he had three men 
at work during the time. A more curious entry, however, is 
the following, which deserves a line to itself.

Fade for Stoping y say, 7 men ............... JE,, 8  

This was not on the coast, hut at Wallasea Pool, which 
sometimes flooded the Marsh.

So minute is the record, that we find even the names of 
the fields, some of which are descriptive, and others only 
traditional. Thus Hawthorn hey,* Bigpocket hey, Lower 
Morgan, West Car,f Pasture park, The Gorse, Tail Ends, 
Tows,t Tows-and-Triangle, Cloddibutts, Malt-bey, Pressfield, 
Marl-heaps, Biggra-cok,§ Faugh.

The names of the cattle are also sometimes significant; 
but often they appear to be the names of the persons from 
whom the animals were purchased. Thus we have Nudlak, 
Harden, Finch, Green, Cringak, Pied-heifer, Welshwoman, 
Sour-looks, Cush,|| Brockney, Blossom, Bobison, Brown, 
Dickey, Nut, Pink, Black-back.

There is even a perfect record of the fruit trees which were 
planted. It is as follows: 

Acount of yc trees that is planted at Bidstone 1775, 
y6 first roe

A Wastern Russet: a golden Banet: a Pawrner Ruset: 
a Paremane : 2 Nonperels : a minshow crab : a Scarlet 
Pippen : a golden renet: a Oring Pippen : a holand Pipen.

* Hey, a field; a very common name near West Kirkby. It is still preserved 
in HacMn's hey, Lancelot's hey, and one or tiro other parts of the town of 
Liverpool.

+ A low marshy spot, in which alders frequently grow.
{ Boughs. § Big gray-cock.
|| Bald or uuhorned, -what is called " rnoiley," from moel, bald.



U9 

VII. FARM PRODUCE AND FOOD.

The following were the prices in 1761 : wheat 4s. 6d. to 
4s. 8d. a measure or bushel, oats Is. 7d., barley 4s. 2d. Cheese 
was sold at the earlier part of the period nt 2d. per ft ; but this 
was of " skim milk." It then rose to a guinea per cwt.; but 
probably this was the cwt. of 120fts. After Bonaparte's 
time, produce became dearer, and cheese sold for 7d. per ft.

In 1782, butter sold for 7d. per ft., then it rose to 8d., and 
in 1809-10 to Is. 6d. There is a record inside the cover of 
the oldest book, that two pounds of butter were sold for lid. 
In 1793, some was sold for 9d., and in 1797 for Is.

In 1764, potatoes were lOd. per measure; and about the 
same time eggs sold for 5d. and 6d. per dozen.

The provender for horses was not costly, as it was raised on 
the spot. Thus we read 

from y6 4 of July to 28 of November is 21 
weeks, yc coult lay in and did eat 3 hun 
dred of hay ....................................£015 0

& a measure and a half of corn at 2/6 ...... 8 9

Gorse, which cost 2s. a load, was used for two purposes: 
when withered, it was burned, for heating the oven ; and when 
green it was beaten upon a stone, mixed with oats, and given 
to the horses. It was said to make their coats silky. After 
wards, a gorse mill was erected for crushing it.

The prices of stock varied very much at different times; 
and of course it is impossible to know the condition of the 
animals. We have some guide, however, when they were 
sold in large numbers. Thus in 1775, so many as "90 
" eughs" (ewes) were bought at ten shillings a head all 
round ; " weathers " at the same price, " cues & lams " at 
J3s. 6d. the two; and certain other wethers at higher and 
lower prices. This was at the close of February.

Also, in 1762, we have the following entry :  
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Sould a Sou for ................................. 170
Sould a Pig for .................................... 196
Sould a Mair and Coult ........................ 400

Sacks of chaff were long sold for 3d. each, then they rose 
to 6d., and still higher. In 1800, a " load of Stray" or " strow" 
(straw) was sold for 10s. Gd.

Coal was got at Denhall near Neston ; it sold for about 
6s. 8d. a ton, or 4d. per cwt., -but the better kinds were 
sold for 8s. 4d. Lancashire coal, brought by a flat, cost 
11s.

Foreign produce was not unknown in the district; and it 
was understood that there was a deal of smuggling. In 1779 
"a bottel of wine" cost Is. 8d. : and a pint of rum Is. 6d. 
Though tobacco is mentioned previous to 1780, spelled 
" tobacow," it is not till 1795 that quantity and price are 
placed together. Its use had then become common, and the 
current price was lOd. and lid. per quarter, or 8s. 4d. to 
3s. 8d. per pound. It is spelled " tobaco," "tobakir," "toba," 
" tobak," &c.

As a matter of course, living was cheap when prices were 
so moderate, especially in the farm-houses of the district. 
The following entry appears to refer to 1761 : 

To ye Welsh man
for one week's board.................. 030
for too Days board .................. 010
for fore meels ........................ 006

It is thus evident that there were four meals daily, and that 
the cost was sixpence per day. Oatmeal was not unknown, 
for in 1809 we read of " a pack of mail."

In the course of forty years prices had risen considerably ; 
nevertheless the following entry, of date June 23rd, 1800, is 
partly explained by the foregoing. "Agreed with Georg 
" Miers for 2/- per Day, hee to find himself," (provide for, 
or feed himself.)
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VIII. CLOTHING AND PERSONAL ARTICLES.

Some one has said that the human animal is the only one 
 which comes into the world unclothed, without shell, scales, 
hair, wool, or feathers, and. it is the only one that can clothe 
itself. Thus, the animal and vegetable world are laid under 
contribution, and when that which is necessary has been 
done, fashion with its continual change gives employment to 
human ingenuity.

In an old song of the last century, called the " Brave 
" Tilling Farmer," he is represented as saying 

I eat my own lamb,
My own chicken and bam,
I shear my own sheep, and I wear it.

Hence, until manufactures drove the spinning wheel and the 
loom from private houses, by producing the article more 
cheaply than it could be produced at home; spinning and 
weaving were well-known domestic employments. In the 
olden time, a woman was regarded as unmarriageable until 
she had spun a set of bed, table, and personal linen ; and 
from this fact we derive the term Spin-ster, the last syllable 
of which is a feminine* termination.

Articles, especially of linen, were home-spun, woven in the 
neighbourhood, and dyed in the house; woollen cloths were 
usually purchased. The practice is probably not yet extinct, 
for I once met two brothers in a country Sunday School, 
every article of whose clothing had been spun in their own 
house and woven by themselves. The dyeing and tailoring 
jointly did not cost them more than two shillings per suit.

Wool was bought by farm servants by the pound, was spun 
by poor women in the cottages, knitted into stockings and 
dyed. There are numerous references to this practice. Stock-

* As bak-er bak-ster ; brew-er brew-ster ; seam-er seam-ster ; web-ber web- 
ater ; eong-er song-ster; &c. The meaning has become so lost to the 
populace, that we now apply the words brewster, baxtor, deemster, &c. to men ; 
and a woman we call a seam-str-ess [double fern.]
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ings were sometimes purchased; but " market stockings" were 
proverbially of inferior quality, they were as shoddy compared 
with sound broad-cloth.

The word " trousers" appears to have been unknown all over 
the district, as I have not found an instance of its occurrence. 
The knee breeches were then in very common use, even by 
small boys. Frequently they were of leather or of some strong 
and common material, like our modern corduroy. People of 
the better class resorted to Mr. White of Chester, who usually 
provided them with a pair annually, at the cost of a guinea.

Clogs were extensively worn ; a sort of compromise between 
the French salot and the English shoe. And shoes appear to 
have been the most costly article of dress, for they were ex 
pensive in the first instauce, and with rough roads and constant 
use, they required frequent repair. There were country shoe 
makers, of course, who were known to the whole surrounding 
population, and who gave strong material and good work for 
very limited reward.

Some of the articles of women's dress require a few words 
of explanation. The word " coat" occurs frequently : and at 
present we understand that to be part of a man's dress. It 
was formerly a word denoting a " gown," and an outer coat 
meant an outer dress or covering. We still use the the word 
petti-coat, but it is now almost forgotten in the expression* 
under clothing. The " bedgown" is a short cotton jacket worn 
over the chemise as a sort of night dress ; but in rural districts 
where visitors are few and primitive, worn also during the day. 
A "brat" does not mean a baby,but a coarse apron, or "rubber," 
and the entry " pd for dieng your Brnt" does not mean that 
any one had been " helping Providence away," as the Irish say,

* Similiar changes take place in reference to men's dress. Thus, the old " big 
coat" becomes a " great coat" an " over coat," a " surtout," &c.: while the 
old " brace-girdle" or " breech-girdle" has substituted for it " gallowses" 
refined into " suspenders," and this again merged in the ambiguous term 
" braces."
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with an infant. Nothing more is meant than that a coarse 
apron was coloured in the usual way. In Scotland* people 
generalize the word and speak of " brats o' claes" meaning 
" duds of clothes," or popularly " bits o' things." Most of 
the other words will be understood readily.

We are now prepared to examine the clothing ; and perhaps 
the best plan will be to take a man and a woman, a lad and a 
wensh, and clothe each from the skin out. This is a little 
like what Condillac a French philosopher did with his well- 
known animated statue, imparting one sense at a time, till he 
had given the whole five. The place, Lower Wirrall: the time, 
1700 to 1780.

Man. First let us get him a shirt. The material 
cost 3s., and the needlewoman was satisfied with Gd. for 
making it up; sometime indeed with 4d. A pair of 
breeches cost 2s. 4d., 5s., and 8s., of course varying 
according to quality, and Is. for making; and we may 
fairly assume that 5s. to 6s. was a reasonable average. The 
materials for a waistcoat cost Is. 6cl., and the making of them 
up from 9d. to 2s. Gel. A coat cost 12s. for the material, 
and 2s. for the making, though one cost 27s. Stephen 
Lether had " a coat of fustian " for 9s. Thus, a working man 
could have obtained his three principal articles of clothing 
for about thirty shillings or two pounds. This does not differ 
widely from the facts which we find when grouping them ; as 
" cloathes and making" £1 7s. Od., " cloath 81s. 6d., making 
" 7s. 6d." viz., £1 19s. There is a verbal error in one of the 
entries respecting Thomas Evans, 1778; it is "for cloath for 
" cloath 16s.' Sometimes new sleeves were put upon a coat, 
new cloth on an old garment. John Jones paid for cloth 

for this purpose 4s. 6d., in 1780.
It is difficult to get at the price of a hat, as it is often

* In the Glossary to Burns's Poems, "Brat" is made to signify " coarse 
" clothes, rage, &c."
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mentioned in connexion with other articles of dress. Thus 
" for to by a coat and hat 10s. 10£d.," and "for a pair of 
" breeches and a hat [to a lad] 5s." Now, we have often 
known stiffened wool hats sold for 2s. each, lined with calico, 
bound at the brim, and encircled with a band of black tape :  
so that we may fairly allow Is. 6d. for the hat. Beaver hats 
were then in use, but of course little known in this part of 
the country. A hat for Gilbert Urmson, a mere boy, cost 
6s. 6d. ; and " hats for Ketty and betty" [his sisters] £i 10s. 
A pair of stockings cost from 1 s. Gd to about 2s. 9d.: but those 
at the latter price were home-made, knitted so as to be thick, 
strong, and durable. A man's shoes cost 5s. or Gs., and a pair 
of half boots half-a-guinea. But what with soleing, heeling, 
" heeltaping," patching, toeing, stitching, &c., shoe leather was 
costly.

In the case of a lad there were practically the same items, 
but they were about one fourth less costly. Little Gilbert 
Urmson's shoes cost only Sis. 2d. in 1798; but he was very 
young, as in the previous year his "frocks' 1 had cost 7s., 
and a drum Gd. The man also had " a chist," which is 
occasionally referred to: that of " Samuel Elobe" cost 
10s. Gd. in 1764, and William Haddock's cost 9s. Gd. 
in 178:1. This was the first article procured when a man 
became a domestic servant.

It is clear that both men's and women's clothing was 
fastened by buckles: notably the shoes and the belt, and again, 
the breeches at the knees. These objects admitted of great 
variety in form and finish : as may be seen in those turned up 
on the Leasowe shore and figured in Ancient Meols. The cost 
varied from about sixpence to one-and-sixpence. Buckles 
were also mended, probably by the rural whitesmith. On one 
occasion, the cost of repairing was a halfpenny, on a second 
it was twopence, and on a third twopence-halfpenny. Almost 
every man and boy had a " nife " or knife, and the usual coat
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of this was 6d., but others were bought for 2d., 3d. and 4d. 
On one occasion, a knife is combined with another useful 
article : thus " for a knife and redencome £0 Os. 7d." This 
is a comb with long wide teeth, used for the purpose of 
arranging the hair; and it is thus distinguished from the 
" fine tooth " comb, which is used for promoting cleanliness, 
especially among children. Some of the men had watches, 
but they were probably old ones which did not indicate 
time with accuracy ; as they cost only a guinea each. But one 
first-class workman, whose wages as a domestic servant 
were only six guineas a year, drew upon the future so far as to 
pay five guineas for a really good article.

The woman's inner garment, now a "chemise" [American 
dialectal form shim'-my] was then a " shift" ; nnd Shokspeare 
and others* have found this word convenient for punning. 
This cost from Is. 6d. to 3s. ; the former being small for a 
" wench," or of inferior quality. The making of a shift, when 
the material was given, was 4d. A petticoat was evidently 
intended for warmth not for show ; as in 1812 one cost eight 
shillings, and in 1813, ten. A "bedgown" was of frequent 
occurrence, and its usual price appears to have varied from 
half-a-crown to four and sixpence. The " wensh's coat" cost 
3s., and Nanse Meadows's the same sum. But the latter had 
" for to by a gown" £l I Is. 6d. ; and the making of a gown 
cost 2s. fid. This of course was a more pretentious article. 
Elizabeth Dod pays Is. 6d. for the making of her cloak in 
1778; but the cost of material is not given. But in 1795 
a cloak cost 17s. 6d. A woman's "coat" in the beginning 
of the present century cost 3s., and " an under coat" 4s. Cd. 
A new pair of " mitings" cost 8s. ; and at an earlier period Is.

A " brat" cost Is. 2d., two of them together 2s. Id. ; and 
one, consisting of a yard of check, Is. 5d. The ordinary apron

* I would advise you to shift a shirt. Shak. Cyrnbeline i, 3. 
She's a poor body has no shift. Pop, Proverb.
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was of about the same value. A bonnet cost 2s. 6d. in 1762, 
and 4s. in 1807. But the two may have been of different 
qualities or kinds. In 1768 " a hat and ribins" cost 5s. lOd. 
A "shall" cost 2s. lOd. in 1796; and a trunk on two occa 
sions, lid. and 3^d. respectively. The latter was probably 
only a band-box. A handkerchief, which we may suppose was 
printed cotton, cost 2s. 7d.; and stays from Is. to 8s.

A woman's shoes cost 8s. 6d. and 4s., but frequently 
required mending; and clogs cost about fourteenpence. 
Little " Oattey" Urmson's shoes cost 2s. 9d. in 1787: and 
those of her younger sister " bety," '2s. 2d. A pair of 
garters cost 3d. or 4d.; in one case the word is written 
" gaters " but the meaning is obvious. Thimbles must have 
been very cheap, for it is not thought necessary to state their 
price separately. The record is such as the following : 

for borders and thinidle ........................... 0-0-10
To pay for a thimble, Blkworsted and thrid ... - 0 - G
Also, " Your Sithers Grining" .................. - 0 - 2

A few small articles may be grouped in one paragraph. 
" Tremen " for a " wascot" cost 3s., but this properly belongs 
to men's apparel. Women, however, paid on several occasions 
Id. and 2d. for " some thrid " [quantity not stated] ; Id. for 
inkle, aad 3d. for " thrid and inkle." " A ounce of yam " 
cost J^d. and "a pound of cotten" Is. 3d. "Some cap 
borders" cost Is. Cd., and "a cap border" Is. 8d. "Two 
ounce of wostard " [worsted] 5d.

Other remarks will be suggested to the reader by the 
examples of the entries which are quoted.

IX. CHURCH MATTERS.

Some light is thrown upon these subjects, by a statement, 
from time to time of the Church Wardens' accounts ; as we 
see for what purposes the expenses were incurred. We com 
mence with 1707,
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Pade consenting y church.
at y6 first visatation .............................. 0 ,, 5   0
for a shoveltreeing................................. 0 ,, 1 ,, 4
 when ould church wardings made ther

acounts .......................................... 0 ,, 2   0
for geathering a breef ........................... 0 ,, 1 ,, 0
for bred and wine ................................. 0 ,, 8 ,, 6
for gathering a church lay ..................... 0 ,, 5 ,, 0
for a shee foks to y° Knocktorum folks caut

in y park ....................................... 0 ,, 3 ,, 0
at y* gunpoudertrason ........................... 0   10 ,, 0
to ye parishners .................................... 0 ,, 10 ,, 0
to John Fendeltou................................. 0   3 ,, 8
for cort fees.......................................... 0 ,, 4 ,, 0
for a form of praier youd prence* ............ 0 ,, 0 ,, 8
to ye Second visatation........................... 0   10 ,, 0
to my hors too times.............................. 0 ,, 5 ,, 0
for indorsing yc breefs ........................... 0 ,, 2 ,, 0
for a prair book .................................... 0 ,, 16 ,, 0

The following are illustrative in like manner; they appear 
to refer to 1782 and 1783 respectively. 

What i have pade upon y" Church acount at
y6 5 of November .............................. 1 ,, 0 ,, 0

to y° Belrops ....................................... 0 ,, 18 ,, 0
to too times for my hors to y6 visation ...... 5 ,, 0
to bread and wine at Crismas .................. 9 ,, 6
to bread and wine at Easter..................... 9   6
to one time to y0 visation ........................ 2 ,, 6
to gathering a church lay........................ 2 ,, 6
to 8 riding breefs ................................. 8 ,, 0

8   15   0

1783. 
Lade out Since caster meeting.

to sining ye breefs & parish ..................... 2 ,8
to Bread and wine at Micalmas ............... 0
to ye fift of November ........................... 1 ,, 0
to sining y0 breefs ye 5 of Nov. ............... 2
to fore riden breefs .............................. 4
to too bell ropes.................................... 8
to Numberellow.................................... 16 ,, 0

* This was Edward Duke of Kent, father of Queen Victoria, born 2nd 
November, 1767.
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to helping to take yc bell down.................. 1 ,, 0
to fore riding breefs .............................. 4   0
to geathering a churchlay........................ 2 ,, 6
to too times my hors to y6 visatation ......... 5   0

The following expressions in the foregoing require expla 
nation : 

" Shoveltreeing." Fixing a   wooden handle in an iron 
shovel, to be used at the burial of the dead.

A " breef." Briefs were in use in the early Papal times ; 
and for certain purposes they were in use in England since 
the Eeformation. They were issued by the authority of the 
Crown, for building churches and other pious uses; acd 
especially when a desolating fire had occurred in any part of 
the kingdom. Hence we find, in the records of our local 
churches, allusion to historical events of great importance. 
But it was found that the expenses of collection were very 
heavy,_in one case amounting to 54 per cent, of the whole. 
Briefs or Queen's letters are now abolished; but they existed 
long in remote districts in a modified form. A magistrate or 
clergyman authorised a collection to be made in the parish, 
within a given time ; the churchwarden signed it, and usually 
gave a shilling ; then, if the time was short or the area exten 
sive, a man on horseback went round and made the collection. 
This was called a " riding brief."

A " lay," was a church-rate.
The female fox was caught, and paid for, on the same 

principle that many of the ancient parishes kept a " mole 
" catcher." It was the removal of vermin, and a public 
benefit. The " gunpoudertrason " has been noticed already ; 
and so also has the large Prayer Book.

In 1782 the expenses on the fifth of November have 
increased, and they are continued in the following year at the 
same rate. One entry for this year illustrates the difficulty
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of writing a language which is learned almost exclusively by 
the ear ; the n of the indefinite article is connected with the 
initial vowel of the noun.* Thus wo have " Numberellow ;" 
probably a large one to shelter the minister during the burial 
of the dead

As the Acts relating to the commutation of the Tithe 
originated about J836, following the unfortunate affair of 
Rathcormac in Ireland, it is clear that the tithes were col 
lected " in kind " over the country generally, at the times to 
which these records refer. But there was nothing to prevent 
any Rector or Vicar who pleased from making a pecuniary 
arrangement with the farmers of bis parish ; and accepting 
an equitable assessment, in anticipation of legal enactments. 
There can be no doubt that this took place in hundreds of 
cases, and that the arrangement was advantageous to both 
parties.

The following shows the plan of assessment. The produce 
of each field was valued, at so much per acre; and a little 
knowledge of farming operations enabled both parties to 
concur in the assessment.
An acount of what the tythe [of Moreton] is carged with, in

the year 1781. 
tbe gorse 2£ao at 5s per Acer comes to ...... 0
the pasterpart 3J at 5 per Acre ............... 0
for yard 1| at 28 comes to ..................... 0
tows 1 at 5 per Acre .............................. 0
the Bottom of the tailends 2" at 6s [hay] ... 0 
the Little Meadow H at 5........................ 0
the Big-gra-cok 2} at 6f ........................
the Marlheaps 2 at 6.............................. 0
the pasture 2 at 8 ................................. 0
the Low morgan \\ .............................. 0
the towsandtrayangle 8a ........................ 0
the Cloddibutts 1 Acref........................... 0

* In the vocabularies of the fifteenth century, we find such expressions as 
the following : a nabbye, a nappylle, a nawnt, a neggylle (eagle) a ?ierre (arr 
or cicatrix), a nostryche, a nowle. Similarly, we find rcappo (ape), ?iarche 
(arch), nere (a human ear), more (oar), nylle (isle or island), reaxyltree (axle.)

t We infer that some fields were not charged; and there appears to be a 
Blight error in the addition.
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the flagd2 .......................................... 0 14   0
theMalthay2of weat(wheat).................. 1 16 , 0
the presfieldS....................................... 2 11 , 0
two Acre in the tail ends ........................ 1 10 0
two Acre of fough at 18" ........................ 1 16 0
to 27 cows at 6 per cow........................... 0 13 6
to 2 sows at 1 apece .............................. 0 2 0
to 1 goose 1" [i.e. for the flock] ............... 0,, 1 0

14   14   6

In other annual accounts, we find such memoranda as 
the following:   

for a safe delivery of yc Queen*.................. 0 - 0 - 8
to yGlasurc.......................................... 0 - 5 - 9
for geathering a churchle ........................ 0 - 5 - 0
for too foxes .......................................... 0 - 4 - 0
for abeercloth....................................... 3-8- 8
for glasing yc steeple windows .................. 1 - 7 - 10

The records of other years appear to he made upon this 
principle ; but applying to the Bidstone farm. Thus,

Agreed for yc toyth, for y year of our Lord for 1765 for
£5 - 4 - 0 

Agreed for ye toyth for ye year of our lord 1766 for
£4   19   6 

Agreed for yc toyth for ye year of our Loard 1767
£6   7   6

It would appear that the young people were regularly 
instructed and brought forward for confirmation; for a 
frequent entry is such as the following : 

1765 when he went to be confirmed ............ 0 ,, 1 ,, 0
1805 to be confirmed................................. 0   2   6
1825 Gave to you to go to y° Confirmation ... 0 ,, 0 ,, 6

X. MISCELLANEOUS FACTS.

The reader will have seen, from the quotations given, that 
a large amount of the spelling is on the phonetic principle. 
A hundred and twenty years ago, education was at a low ebb; 
and therefore the entries of John Wharton are most primitive

* On the occasion of the birth of the Princess Augusta-Sophia, b. 8th Nov., 
1768.
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and curious in these volumes. He cared little for conven 
tional spellings ; and would have given the same word in two 
different forms, not only on the same page but in the same 
line. Punctuation was unknown ; capital letters were not 
used according to any fixed rule; and frequently the indefinite 
article formed part of the noun.

The following are a few words which are found in an un 
usual number of forms.

Militia is " melisho" in 1802, " milisha" in 1765; 
" milishe " in 1800, " millisshew " in 1765, and " millishow " 
in 1701. The man required from Is. to 8s. in going to the 
militia. " Lotting-time " was the period of drawing or finding 
the men by lot: but a substitute was readily procurable for 
about £b. In three instances in 1803 a guinea was given to 
the persons going, and fifteen shillings to a fourth.

Part of a woman's dress was her " stais " or " stase"; and 
of course she wore an '' aporn " or " apern." She required 
some " muzelen* " as well as a " penneth of hinklef" now 
and then; and in making " shurts," she used her " sithersj " 
of course. A young woman called " Ginne [Jenny] Dod," 
who was probably connected with old Thomas Dod, often 
named in these accounts, spent Od. out of her wages, about 
1778, "to aribing;" and Nanse Bird, in 1784, "to a riben." 
Dickens tells us, in his Household Words, that whenever 
there is a crowd in the street, one of the maid-servants is sure 
to remember that she wants a " inossel of ribbing " at an

* Muslin is derived from Mosul where it was first manufactured; just as 
cambric is from Cambray, and cravat from Croatia. So that when we say 
" a cambric muslin cravat," we allude indirectly to three places ; and one of 
the least important of our articles of dress has enlisted the talents of the hnman 
family from beyond the Euphrates to the basin of the Rhine.

t Inkle, narrow white tape. It would appear as if the manufacturers of it 
were few in number, and had a sort of freemasonry of their own ; for there is 
a provincial expression " as great [i.e. intimate] as inkle-weavers." Several 
occupied the same " seat board" and wove at the loom close together.

{ Scissors is still pronounced sithors, in a great part of Lancashire. 

M
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adjoining shop. In these accounts we have even the word 
" ribbining."

One important article of clothing which appears to have 
been the most costly of all is called " shoon," in one of the 
later books ; and this is only the Saxon plural shoe-en, still 
prevalent in the Scottish dialect. But the articles are also 
called " shoos," " shoose," and " shos." The manufacturer 
of them also is called a " shewmaker," a " shughmaker," and 
a " shumaker." Though there are many entries about the 
mending of shoes, I nowhere find the word " cobbler;" who 
was a mender only. The cobbler was to the shoemaker as 
the " botcher " (qu. patcher) was to the tailor ; hut probably 
both these words were unknown in this remote and primitive 
part of the country. " Heel-taping"* is frequently mentioned.

Connected with shoes were the stockings ; and we find the 
word under the various forms of " stocins," " stockins," and 
" stokins." And a handkerchief also is a "hankif," a "hanfer," 
or a " hankecherf;" the last being the form in which the 
word is usually heard among the vulgar. The history of this 
word is curious, as it was applied first to the linen napkin 
with which a woman covered her head in the open air, with 
or without a wire frame ; then it came to be applied to other 
uses.

Potatoes are spoken of as " tatos," toffee as " tofe." Iron 
is "oiren," much is "mook," and "towards" which is commonly 
changed to " toarst" in the dialects,- sometimes omits r and 
sometimes *. It is " toart " here, and " toast " elsewhere.

" Coarn " and " loard " follow the same analogy, each 
having a redundant vowel; then, on the opposite system of 
contraction, " clothes" becomes " does."

* This was the lowest and narrowest part. When a toast is drunk at present, 
one who has only sipped is told to " leave no heel taps."

t Kerchief [q.d. coverchief, of couvier, F., to cover, and chef, the head, F.], 
a sort of linen dress formerly worn by women on their heads; thence cornea 
Hand-kerchief, though improperly. Bailey. Hence also " Pocket-hand- 
" kerchief," " Neck-hand-kerchief," &c.
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The schoolmaster was not abroad, on the contrary we find 
him at home. On three or four occasions "a book" cost 
6d.; and this was evidently a school book,* containing the 
alphabet, columns of spelling, easy sentences in reading, 
proverbs, and short stories of interest. After this, the 
New Testament became the text book. After Christmas, 
1784, Steeven Leather is charged "To Scooling Is. (id.; 
and after November, ] 788, " Jou y e Lad " is charged 
twice, viz., " to Pay y e Scool Master 2s. " and " to pay ye 
" Master 2s. 3d." It is evident, therefore, that these were 
night schools; and we have an entry respecting the school 
master's board and lodging at one of the farmhouses. The 
items in Steeven Leather's accounts were not kept distinct, 
for we find three joined together, as " a book, cock-pence, and 
"coal, Is. 6d." Apparently in 1763, though it is written 1753, 
a man-servant paid 3s. " for a prair book ;" but he spent 2s. 
shortly after at a cockfight. A more important Prayer Book 
appears in the accounts of the churchwardens, at the price 
of 16s. So early as 1827, we find a School Lay, or education 
rate, levied in the district, before the Education Department 
had been dreamed of, even by Thomas Wyse, M.P.; and before 
the idea of educating by local rates had entered,the minds of 
any but the wildest enthusiasts. It was Is. 6d. when the 
Poore Lay was 5s. .7d.

At a later period, we have the cost of a rural boarding- 
school ; for Miss Harriet Urmson was sent from home. For 
three successive years, the sum of eight guineas was paid for 
her board, and fifteen shillings for her education ! Also the 
dancing master, in her case, charged £l.

So minute are these records that we have the actual names 
of the persons paying " Lantax," in 1765, and the sums paid

* " Eeacling-made-easy " and the " Universal Spelling Book," extensively used 
in the first quarter of this century, are favourable specimens of this class of 
book. A " quare" of paper cost Is. 6d. ; compare this word with " the King's 
" Quhair" [the King's book] of James I of Scotland.

M 2
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respectively. It is unnecessary to quote the latter; but it 
may be of importance to show who were the " rude forefathers 
" of the hamlet " of Moreton just a century ago. Here they 
are. John Chatterton, John Dawson, William Webster, 
Gilbert Urmson, Thomas Stamford, Thomas Lee, Peter 
Maddock, Thomas Willson, John Jones, John Wharton, 
Thomas Smith, John Youds, Thomas Hancock, James 
Wharton, Richard Woodward, Thomas Wilson, Hanno 
Williams, Peter Maddock, Georg Meadow, John Wharton, 
Daniel Peacock, Henry Smith. The amount paid by these 
was c£00 11s. 9|d. Five of them had several plots of ground.

There is a list of the Townships of the Lower Division of 
the Hundred of Wirrall given, about 1782; and there are 
some points of interest in connexion with the spelling of 
their names. Thus we have Thinwell, Tranmore, Stortou, 
Pooton and Pouton, Heswel come Ouldfield, Geaton, Great 
Melts* Little Mels* and Melse, Oxon and Oxtion, Cady, 
Dawpa, Lisk Lisket Lisldt Liscet and Liscat [Liscard], 
Wescerby, Saughaumezey, Grang, Nesson, Thustiugton, 
Walase, Over Bebz'wi/ton* and Nether Befowton.*

A few words and facts require to be explained. Thus 
" level measure" in grain was when the top was wiped off 
with a stick or " straight edge" of any kind. It was some 
times called a " stroked " bushel or measure. In measuring 
potatoes or apples, it is usual to pile them up.

A " batch" was frequently given by the farmer to a labour 
ing man, in part payment of wages. That was when he was 
paid in flour ready for being baked, instead of in wheat, 
which required to be ground at the public mill or in the 
domestic " quern."

A " thrave " consisted of twenty-four sheaves or two stooks; 
so that a "thrave of straw" usually meant the straw of 
twenty-four sheaves. But in our old literature the word is

* These varieties of spelling are given in consecutive lines.
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used with a very wide signification, as " a thrave of ballads." 
It is probably in a loose sense that we read in 1774 " for 3| 
" thrave of bottels 5s. 3d." Now " bottle " is a bundle of 
straw such as a man can gather up in his arms and fasten by 
means of a small rope made of part of itself; so that there 
were twenty-one such bundles in the eighty-four sheaves.

It would appear that the unfeeling creditors of those days 
arrested both body and goods; and thus made assurance 
doubly sure. For there was a Mr. Brock taken "out of 
" Jal" at a cost of £11 I Is. ; and " to redeem his goods' 
cost £8 2s. more. There must also have been the poor 
man's banker at the time, viz., the Pawnbroker; for in 1783 
there is an entry against a domestic servant John, " to Redeem 
" chist £1 Is." And a "Servant Made" who came "at 
" Midsumer," had evidently " put away some of her things," 
as the modern saying is, for we read " to redween her gown 
" 1 Is. Od." And people were speculative also, for Henry 
Leather, who was no doubt related to Stephen, has this entry 
against him, " Gave to you to put in the Lotterey 4s."

The keeping of cattle out on Bidstone marsh was not un 
attended with danger; for we read, under date of July 15, 
1805 " On Monday morning were found the sheep worried 
" by Mr. Harrison's dogs on the marsh." There were also 
persons in some respects worse than the dogs, viz., sheep- 
stealers. There is a tradition that a man called Youds was 
convicted and sentenced to death, for stealing sheep off the 
Meols Leasowe; but that his life was spared in consequence 
of his discovering a conspiracy among his fellow-prisoners to 
effect their escape.

Even in so healthy a locality, and it is so in spite of the 
adjoining low land, the people were subject to ordinary 
diseases. There are however very few references to medicine 
or to medical or surgical duties. In 1706 a growing girl, 
whom old Mr. Wharton calls " ye wense," appears to have 
been out of health, for we find the entry, " to too bottles and
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" a puke 2s.;" and nearly forty years after we read, " Paid 
" Mr. Shaw for your Bottel Is. Cd." Again, in 1765, Thomas 
Boardman, whose wnges show that he was an adult man, paid 
a shilling " for to bleeding," then a very common mode of 
relieving the system. Also " ye Dacktar" received a fee of 
]s. Gd. Another man called John was charged iu 1783 
" to pay for bleeding Is," Dentistry was not much known at 
the time, especially in rural districts; as in 1787 we read of 
a woman called Nanse Benet " to puling y° tooth Gd." We 
find the word "bad" in the sense of sick, " gave to your 
*'mother weu bad Is." In 1707, a domestic servant called 
William Williams was treated " for fits," when " the stuff" 
cost Is. Cd., and the Dockter's fee was Is. Gd. or 2s.

The arrivals and departures were heralded with a little more 
formality. Thus, iu 1780, Thomas Dodd appears to have 
had " an addition to his family," for we find these significant 
entries: 

Paid to John Harrison for fatching and Breeniug
('? bringing, perhaps taking back) midwife ......... 2-0

Paid for crisning yl Child ................................. 1-9
To drink at yc Grisuing .................................... 1-0

On another occasion, a person called Pege Benet had 
" loved not wisely but too well," and Thomas Hasel had to 
pay as follows:  

First (general expenses) .............................. 1-6-6
toy* Midwife .......................................... 10 6
when the Crisning .................................... 2 6
to 2J-of flanen .........................:................ 2 10
Agreed with Nele Spark for Pege Benet Child

for (the year).......................................... 5 - 5 - 0

In the case of Thomas Dodd, in 1774, (he fee of the mid 
wife was five shillings.

There were frequent inquests on the sea shore, in conse 
quence of dead bodies being thrown up after shipwrecks ; and 
there was the usual per centage of misadventure all over the 
district. In 1804 there appears to have been an inquest, for 
there is the entry, " Gave to wen fetching the Croner 0-2-6."
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This however was an exceptional case, let us turn to an ordi 
nary funeral. In 1801 there is the entry, 

to go to ye buering.......................................... 2 - 0

And the whole cost in the case of young people is noted in 
1701, thus,

to baring j^ Ladd .......................................... 5-0
to huring y6 wench .......................................... 8 - 6

In 1795,
Cost at y* Berring of Elizabeth Bucldey at 

Liverpool ............................................. 12 - 9 - 1$

But the grandest funeral of all on record, is that of Mrs. 
Urmson, grandmother of the man from whom I procured the 
books, who was buried at Bidstone in December, 1805, and 
which cost, including the after disbursements of the Execu 
tors, to the obtaining of probate of the will, about £G7. At 
the funeral, a gallon and a half of rum cost 19/0, wine 10/, 
veal and tea 9/11, crackers, &c. 14/0, ale 42/6, butcher's 
meat 16/9.

XI. CONCLUSION.

In drawing these remarks to a close, it may be interesting 
to append a few of the Receipts which are scattered through 
nearly all the books. Popular wisdom at one time concen 
trates itself in Proverbs, which by alliteration, antitheses, 
rhyme, or otherwise, are easily remembered. The old tra 
ditional Ballad, well remembered by some old man or 
woman, and frequently repeated in whole or in part, was for 
centuries the poor man's Historical Library. So in like 
manner, certnin formulae, laboriously written out and carefully 
preserved, constituted a sort of cyclopaedia, on domestic 
medicine, farriery, and household practice. The following 
are neither better nor worse than others of the class ; they 
are given merely as specimens.

The best of all others Medesignsfor a dry Cough.

Of the Syrup of Coultsfoot get two ounses. Powder of 
Elicampane Aniseeds and Licarus each half a nounce



168

Sugarcandy divided into too Parts too ounces : then with 
Sweet Butter work the Syirrup and the Ponders and one 
Part of the Sugarcandy into a Stiff Paste and thereof 
make Pils or Small Bals and Eoul them in the other Part 
of yc Sugarcandy and so givee it the Horse Fasting Exer 
cising im gently an our after It. and thus do for Divers 
Mornings tul you find Amendment.

How to save your Horses from ye sunging of flies in the summer 
time.

' Tis to make too good wisps of rue, and therewithall to rub 
the horses Body all over and no fly will light upon im or 
touch im as hath Been often a Prooved.

A receitfor Ahorce that is Clapt in ye Back Sennew.

Two handful of the inside of Helm tree Bark Strew'd fine and 
one pint of segg with one pint of old Verges, and one pint 
of the Bottoms of an old Beer Cask Mix these together 
in your pan Over Aslow fire till they come down to an 
ointment or near it. then take 3 pennyworth of Spirits of 
wine and 2 or 8 pennyworth of Tirpindine wich mix them 
well together and apply it so hot as you can aboid it on 
your own hand.

A receitfor to Catch the rats one pennyworth of the evems of 
borgom hot one dram of Black fosforos to mix with a little 
moalt flour and a little Candid lemmon to intice them the 
first night to Catch them to mix all with one Dram of 
lodingham a little more moalt a little milk and water to 
Drink the Last night.

How you may know whether ye Beast will recover or no (\f ye 
aforesaid Distempers. [Murrain in the throat.]

Take near two quarts of blood out of their Necks if Strength 
will permit let it stand ; and if the blood change ; there is 
signs of recovery, if not it will die.

It is only necessary to add that I have seen Mr. Urmson, 
since this Paper was set up into type; and that I have rend 
over to him all except this " conclusion." There was very 
little in which I had misunderstood the writers of the various 
books: but iti a few instances I thankfully availed myself of 
his corrections.


