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PBOCEEDINGS,

TWENTY-SIXTH SESSION, 1873-74.

ANNUAL GENEBAL MEETING, 

Royal Institution, Colyuitt Street, Livtrpool, October %Qth, 1878.

REV. A. HUME, D.C.L., PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIK.

EEPORT.

In presenting their Beport, at the close of the Twenty-fifth Session, the 
Council have the pleasure of stating that during the year the business of 
the Society has steadily progressed. They have been anxious to extend 
its operations over as much as possible of the area embraced in its title ; 
and they have borne in mind that there is a danger of an opposite 
character, viz., ignoring local limits and becoming too discursive.

Among the papers which are of a strictly local character will be found 
the following.  Mr. Earwaker, who is preparing a large illustrated 
volume on the Antiquities of East Cheshire, contributed a paper on the 
same general subject; and«Mr. Beamont, of Warrington, read a second 
paper on a topic of much interest, the Fee of Makerfield. Dr. Kerr 
has extended his researches respecting the Primitive Iron Furnaces in 
Lancashire ; and Mr. Abram, a new member of the Society, has con­ 
tributed, in two parts, an exhaustive history of two places in the county. 
Besides his annual contribution, entitled Archaeology in the Mersey 
District, Mr. H Ecroyd Smith has given a curious account of old Moor 
Street in this town. Other papers referring to special localities are 
Mr. Clarke's on such Antiquities illustrative of Essex as exist in the 
Mayer collection of this town ; and Mr. Smith's Notes on the Vale of 
Clwyd, Mr. Boult's researches respecting the Angles, Jutes, Saxons, 
&c., as well as Mr. Comber's on the Distribution of British Plants, 
are more comprehensive in their character.

These papers will appear in the annual volume now in the press, 
some of them with appropriate illustrations; and it is expected it will be 
ready for distribution early in November.

The index of Authors, Papers, and Subjects mentioned in the last 
Report has since been completed, and is now in the printer's hands.

M2



164

The officers entrusted with the Society's property, report that it is all 
in a satisfactory condition.

The Librarian has laid on the table a complete MS. catalogue, ready 
for being printed; and the Council believe that the cost of arranging 
the books and preparing it was well expended. The Curator has, in 
like manner, arranged and catalogued the illustrative objects in his 
department: and to him is entrusted for the present the miscellaneous 
property of the Society, including volumes of Transactions in stock, 
technically in charge of the Assistant Secretary.

The Catalogue and Index will, when printed, form a small supple­ 
mentary volume of general interest.

The financial condition of the Society has again been carefully 
revised, and the Council recommend that a special application be made 
to members who are in arrear of their subscriptions, to forward remit­ 
tances to the Treasurer. The debtors to the Society are more than 
twice as numerous among the distant members as among the members 
whom the collector can reach ; and although the payments are only 
half as great, they constitute the principal part of the arrears.

The excursion of the members and their friends took place on the 
2-ith of June to Congleton ; and the Council desire especially to express 
their thanks to the worthy Mayor of that town, for the very hospitable 
reception which was given to them.

The Rev. Dr. Hume has again expressed an earnest wish to retire 
from the office of President, which he has now filled for four sessions; 
but he has assented to the wishes of the Council that he should hold 
the office till they have had time to select and recommend a suitable 
successor. They desire to express their sense of the obligations of the 
Society to the Rev. Dr. Hume, who (always an enthusiastic worker 
on its behalf) has during the four years of his office as President 
manifested more than ordinary zeal to maintain and further the Society's 
interests, and to extend its usefulness. They also feel convinced that 
his efforts have tended in a marked degree to establish the Society on a 
sounder footing, and to inspire its members with renewed confidence in 
its future well-being.

The Report having been unanimously adopted, the election of the 
Council and Officers was proceeded with, and the result announced as 
stated on page iv.

* November 21st, 1878. 

Rev. Dr. HOME, President, in the Chair.

The following Paper was read : 

TRACKS or PRE-ROMAN CIVILISATION IN BRITAIN,! by Joteph Boull, 
F.R.I.B.A.

  This meeting should have been held on Thursday, November 13th; bat in consequence 
of a banquet being given to Joseph Mayer, Esq., F.S.A., on that day, it wai postponed to 
the above date.

t Transactions, page 113.
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November 21th, 18T3. 

THOMAS GIBSON, Esq., in the Chair.

The following objects were exhibited : 

By J. T. Towson, F.R.G.S.
A copy of a sermon preached on the occasion of the death of

Queen Anne, in the parish church of St. Peter, Liverpool,
by the Rev. Henry Richmond, rector of Liverpool, on Sunday,
&th September, 1714. 

A MS. written in Greek on vellum, found in 1864 by a Greek
merchant in an old monastery at Xante.

By G. H. Float, Esq.
A jewelled snuff box, having on its lid a beautifully executed 

portrait, in enamel, of a lady of the time of Charles II, and on 
the bottom of the box a representation of Oliver Cromwell 
gazing on the dead body of Charles I.

Mr. Henry Ecroyd Smith announced the discovery, during the 
reparation of St. Michael's Church Huyton, of traces ot an early and 
hitherto unknown Anglo-Saxon foundation, consisting of the capital of 
a small column and the bowl of a font, both carved with human heads, 
&c.; and he announced that the vicar, the Rev. Oswald Penrhyn, would 
have pleasure in showing these relics to any gentlemen interested in 
ecclesiastical architecture.

The following Paper was read : 
THE MYTHOLOGY OF AEROSTATION AND ITS SUBSEQUENT APPLICATION 

TO BALLOONING, ESPECIALLY AS CONNECTED WITH THE HISTORY OF 
LIVERPOOL,* by J. T. Towson, F.R.A.S.

December nth, 18T8. 

THOMAS GIBSON, Esq., in the Ohair.

The following gentlemen were elected Ordinary Members of the
Society: 

James Pearson, Esq., Congleton. 
T. A. Daniel, Esq,. Congleton. 
Andreas E. Cockayne, Esq., Congleton. 
James Dixon, Esq., Ormskirk. 
J. B. Earwaker, B.A.. F.S.A., Oxford. 
W. A. AVaddington, Esq., Piccadilly Road, Burnley.

The following objects were exhibited : 
The Rev. Dr. Hume exhibited a large and interesting book in two 

volumes, prepared by himself. In 1809 he was one of the secretaries of 
the Church Congress held in Liverpool, and editor of the Report; and in 
the exercise of the latter duty all the manuscripts and corrected proof

* Transactions, page 75.
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sheets passed through his hands. These were carefully preserved, and 
eventually laid down upon strong cartridge paper, with a double margin 
of red, arranged so that at each opening the manuscript stands on the 
right side, and the portion of corrected proof corresponding to it on the 
left. Speeches are given, as well as formal papers, when the authors 
furnished manuscript. Dr. Hume has also procured numerous cartes- 
de-visite of the writers, which are laid down, accompanied by 
biographical sketches from the peerage books, " Men of the Time," the 
Clerical Directory, &c. There are also several large photographs of 
public buildings, as St. George's Hall, the Town Hall, St. Michael's 
Church, &c. The binding, which is very elegant, and has elicited high 
commendations, was executed by Mr. H. Shimmin. Each leaf is laid 
down on cloth, the back is of the best morocco, and the sides are of the 
oak of Chester Cathedral, kindly presented by Dean Howson. On the 
upper side of each is inlaid the seal of the Church Congress; and on 
the lower side the Liverpool arms. The lining of the covers was 
specially prepared by Mr. J. E. Worrall, of Castle Street; it represents 
the seal of the Congress damasked in lozenges on dark and light alter­ 
nately. The thirty-two bosses of the covers were specially prepared in 
London. The whole is enclosed in a beautiful coffer, like a plate-chest, 
which, with the cabinet work, was executed by Mr. Patterson, of Kverton. 
The sermon of the Archbishop of York, preached at Chester on the 
Saturday after the Congress, is included.

By F. J. Jeffery, Esq.
Two photographs of a Greek, now exhibiting himself privately in 

Germany. He was taken prisoner with others in the war in 
Cochin China, and sentenced to death, or, as an alternative, to 
be tattooed all over. He chose the latter; and having sur­ 
vived the operation, his skin presents the appearance of a 
tight-fitting costume, elaborately figured with dragons and 
other grotesque animals, the colours being blue and red. Two 
of his companions, who were tattooed in a similar manner, 
died under the operation.

By Mr. J. Dixon, in illustration, of his Paper.
A drawing of the Derby Chapel, Ormskirk Church.

The following Paper was read by Dr. Buxton, in the absence of the 
Author: 

ORMSKIRK CHURCH AND DERBY CHAPEL NOTES : BEING EXTRACTS 
FROM THE REGISTERS AT ORMSKIRK CHURCH or AI.I THE RKCORDED 
INTERMENTS WHICH HAVE TAKKN PLACE IN THE DERBY CHAPEL ; WITH 
ADDENDA OF MISCELLANEOUS GLEANINGS FROM THE SAME SOURCE,* by 
Jamei Dixon, Esq,

January 8th, 1874. 

T. T. WILKINSON, F.R.A.S., in the Chair.

The following Gentlemen were elected Ordinary Members of the 
Society: 

* Transactions, page 1.
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Mr. Alfred Hardwiok, Chatham Street.
Rev. John Smith Doxey, Wood Top, Habergham Eaves, near 

Burnley.

The following objects were exhibited : 

By Mr. George Thomas.
A volume published in the reign of Charles II, containing a 

great variety of information respecting the manners and customs 
and notable men of that period.

By the Assistant Secretary.
An illustrated catalogue of the works of art exhibited by Messrs. 

Elkington and Co. at the Vienna Exhibition, the volume being 
remarkable as an example of the state of perfection to which 
the art of printing has been carried to this time.

By T. T. Wilkinsou, F.R.A.S., in illustration of the Paper of the 
evening.

A ground plan of Whalley'Abbey, and a drawing of its elevation 
as it may be supposed to have stood originally.

The following Paper was read : 

ON CISTERCIAN ARCHITECTURE, AS ILLUSTRATED BY THft REMAINS OF 
WHALLEY ABBEY,* by W. A. Waddington, Esq.

January 22nd, 1874. 

THOMAS GIBBON, Esq., in the Chair.

The following objects were exhibited : 

A portion of the ordnance survey of Wales on the scale of 25J 
inches to the mile ; the trees, houses, fields, &c., being clearly 
delineated. With a book of reference to the plan.

[Referriug to this plan, it was resolved, on the motion of Mr. Boult, 
to suggest to Sir Henry James that in future books of reference to the 
survey, the names of the various fields should be given, in addition to 
the numbers.]

By Mr George Thomas.
1. A volume entitled " Naturall Philosophic Reformed by Divine 

Light; or, a Synopsis of Physick, by  ]. A. Comenius, with 
a brief Appendix touching the diseases of the body, mind, and 
soul, with their general remedies. London: Printed by Robert 
and William Ley bourn for Thomas Pierrepoint at the Suu in 
Paul's Churchyard, Ifiiil."

2. A volume entitled " The Diurnall Occurrences or Daly Pro­ 
ceedings of Both Houses in this Great and Happy Parliament 
from the Third of November 1640 to the Third of November 
1641."

  Transactions, page 145.
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Mr. Edward A. Heffer exhibited his designs for the proposed improve­ 
ment and widening of the White Rock Parade at Hastings, for which 
he was awarded the prize of one hundred guineas, offered by the 
Hastings Council for the best design. Sixteen other designs were sent 
in. The scheme includes the construction of an aquarium, with twenty- 
two tanks arranged along both sides of a corridor, 20 feet in width and 
190 feet long, some of the tanks being very large. A central court with 
ornamented coupled supports of iron, contains ten table tanks suited 
for the smaller aquatic animals. A conservatory, 88 feet by C5 feet, with 
elegant cast iron columns and arched supports, terminates the vista. In 
this portion, a large fernery with natural rockwork is a leading feature  
seal ponds, sculpture, &c., adding to the effect. Ample room is provided 
for orchestral concerts. The entrance to the aquarium is at the western 
end, near the Peerless Pier; the latter a flue structure recently com­ 
pleted. For the convenience of invalids and others, it is approached by 
a gentle incline. The entrance hall, reading room, and dining hall are 
spacious and handsome apartments. In convenient situations are cloak 
rooms, telegraph office, waiting rooms, lavatories, kitchen offices, &c. 
The baths, situated at the eastern end, near the Carlisle Pnrade, are 
arranged in a very complete manner. Besides large plunge baths, and 
private baths both for gentlemen and ladies, a plunge bath for children 
is introduced, with a capacity equal to 28 feet by 20 feet, fitted up with 
every convenience for the young. The style of architecture is Italian, 
carefully treated, and free from excess of ornamental carvings, &c.

The following Paper was read:  

ON THE DISPERSION OF BRITISH PLANTS,* by Thomas Comber, Etq.

February bth, 1874. 

J. R. HUOHES, Esq., in the Chair.

The following objects were exhibited: 

By Mr. J. T. Towson.
A number of Japanese castings in bronze, from the religious 

temples of Japan.
By Mr. Thomas Gibson, Jun.

1. A Burmese rifle mounted in silver, of very curious and beautiful 
workmanship.

2. A portion of a musket inlaid with ivory, picked up near Pekin 
after one of the engagements between the English and the 
Chinese.

The following Paper was read : 

ON THE RECENT SOCIAL, RELIGIOUS, AND POLITICAL REVOLUTION IN
JAPAN, by J. T. Towson,'F.R.O.S.

* Transactions, page 47.
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February IQth, 1874. 

J. H. GENN, Esq., in the Chair.

The following objects were exhibited : 

By Jos. Boult, F.R.I.B A., in illustration of his Paper: 
1. Great Britain's Coasting Pilot, by Capt. G. Collins, containing 

the earliest chart of Liverpool Bay, 1778.
2. Fearon and Eyes' Chart, second and third editions, 1776 and 

1776.
3. Captain Denham's Chart of Liverpool Bay, 1833.
4. Captain Denham's Mersey and Dee Navigation.
5. Description of the Astragallers of Tin found at Falmouth, with 

illustrations, by Major-Gen. Sir Henry James, B.E.

The following Paper was read : 

ON THE DETERIORATION OF THE RIVEB MERSEY,* by Joseph Boult, 
F.R.I.B.A.

March 6tb, 1874. 

JOHN G. JACOB, Esq., in the Chair.

The following objects were exhibited : 

By Mr. H. Ecroyd Smith.
A curious quart tankard of Liverpool earthenware of 1805, dis­ 

playing a portrait of Lord Nelson, map of Cadiz Bay, plan of 
the action off Cape Trafalgar, and list of the British ships 
engaged, with their ordnance. The portrait is no recognised 
likeness of the hero, but is interesting as perhaps the best 
example of the " Potters' Portrait," which was variously 
reproduced upon ceramic wares for innny years after the battle.

By Messrs. J. H. Gibson, Chas. Potter, and Mr. Holt, of Manchester. 
Other examples of this portrait on jugs of Liverpool manufacture, 

1806-10.
By Mr. Chas. Potter.

Very fine animal remains from the Meola sea beach ; viz., skull 
with tusks of the Sus Scrofa (wild boar), and antler of the 
Genus Elaphus (red deer).

By the Rev. O. Penrhyn.
Photographs of early font and capital, recently found in Huyton 

Church.

The following Paper was read : 

ARCH.EOLOOT IN THE MERSEY DISTRICT, 1873, AND LIVBRPOOL 
NOTABILIA, by Mr. H. Ecroyd Smithy.

  Transactions, page 29. + Ibid, page 83
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March lOtfc, 1874. 

J. R. HUOHES, Esq., in the Chair.

The following objects were exhibited : 

By the Chairman.
A rare collection of ancient Roman coins, collected by the late 

Dr. Ackerley, and now in the possession of his son, Mr. W. 
B. Ackerley. The greater portion were found in some old 
Roman baths at the Caldos de Vizella, Portugal, incidentally 
discovered by Gen. Trent, an officer on the staff of the Duke 
of Wellington.

The following Paper was read : 

INCIDENTS OF AN EVENTFUL YEAR, by James Stonehome.

April 2nd, 1874.

J. T. TOWSON, Esq., F.R.G.S., in the Chair. 

The following Paper was read: 

ORMSKIRK CHDHCH BRIEFS : BEING A FURTHER ADDENDUM OF EXTRACTS 
FROM THE UNPUBLISHED LIST OF GENERAL COLLECTIONS IN ORMSKIRK 
CHURCH,* by James Dixon, Esq.

April IBth, 1874.

J. T. TOWSON, Esq , F.R.G.S., in the Chair. 

The following objects were exhibited : 

By Messrs. Smith and Gardner.
A number of metal mirrors from the religious temples of Japan, 

many of them being embellished with flowers, fruits, and 
birds in relief. A tortoise in the centre of the back is very 
common.

By Mr. E. A. Heffer.
A characteristic letter of the late Charles Dickens, addressed 

to Miss Romer, the actress. Also a letter written by Mr. 
Macready, the actor.

By Mr. RichardsT
A volume entitled An Exhortation upon the Third Chapter of 

the Prophecie of Amos, 1629.

The following Paper was read :  
ON THE ZlNOARI OR GYPSIES, WITH A THEORY AS TO IHE1R OfllOIN, by

B. L. Benas, Esq.
* Transactions, page 1, &c.


