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IN ENGLAND.

By Joseph Botilt, Esq., F.R.f.B.A. 

(BEAD NOVEMBER 21si, 1873.)

THE popular conception of the state of the inhabitants of 
the British Isles at the time of Ceesar's incursion is one of 
utter barbarism, such as was that of the painted savages 
discovered by the voyagers of the last three centuries. By 
interpreting some of Caesar's statements most literally, and 
altogethor ignoring others which appeared irreconcilable, it is 
assumed that his visits were paid before the slightest approach 
to civilization ; when,

Wild in woods the noble savage ran.

Yet a careful collation of Ctesar's own statements with each 
other, and with those of other writers, appears to show that 
the Britanni had made important progress in agriculture, in 
handicraft or manufacture, and in commerce. As the use of 
woad has been confused with that of paint, as applied by 
the savages above referred to, it may be desirable to point out 
the misconception on which this confusion appears to rest: 
especially as that misconception creates a prejudice unfavour­ 
able to the dispassionate consideration of all the facts 
obtainable.

It may be interesting to compare Csesar's description of the 
Britanni with that of the Caledonians by Dio, and those again
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with that of the Irish at a comparatively recent date. Oeesar 
says, A.D. 54 : The Inland people seldom trouble them­ 
selves with agriculture, living on milk and flesh meat, and 
clad with skins; but all paint themselves blue with woad, 
that they may look the more dreadful to their enemies in 
battle : the hair of their heads they wear very long, but shave 
all the rest of their bodies, except the upper lip.

Dio says of the Caledonians, A.D. 229 : They inhabit 
mountains, very rugged and wanting water ; also desert fields 
full of marshes ; they live on milk, on hunting, and on the 
fruits of trees; fish they never taste, though there is an in­ 
numerable quantity ; they dwell naked in tents and without 
shoes; they rob on the highway most willingly ; they war iu 
chariots ; they have horses small and fleet; their infantry is 
as swift in running as brave in battle; their arms are a shield 
and short spear, in the upper part whereof is an apple of 
brass, that while it is shaken may terrify the enemy with the 
sound; they have likewise daggers. They are able to bear 
hunger, cold, and all afflictions ; for they merge themselves 
in marshes, and there remain many days, having only their 
heads out of water.

The apple of brass at the top of the spear resembles the 
pomegranates of gold or silver which were borne by the ten 
thousand chosen infantry who accompanied Xerxes in his 
invasion of Greece. The Celts called the apple or ball 
" cnopstarra," that is, knobshield ; the purpose I apprehend 
being, like the Australian boomerang, to distract the attention 
of the enemy, and not to frighten him.

A certain G. N. thus speaks of the Irish, A.D. 1642 :  
For the meere wild Irish it may be said of them, as of the 
Germans, that they wander slovenly and naked, and lodge in 
the same room with their cattle. Among them the better sort 
used to weare close breeches and stockings of the same, of 
red or some light colour, so straight that the unseemly parts
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of the body were exposed to view. They used likewise a 
loose coat and a three-cornered mantle of coarse cloath, with 
a cap of thrums. Their linen is coarse and slovenly ; they 
seldom cast off a shirt until it be rotten, and are coloured 
with saffron to avoid lice, which are incident to these people. 
In the more Northern parts, before the strict civilizing of 
them in King James his time, both men and women went 
naked in the very winter, having only their secret parts 
covered with a rug, and a loose mantle cast over them. 
Thus naked, they walke with their sword tyed unto them 
with a wythe instead of a belt. And at night men and 
women lye in a ring together, round about the fire, in the 
middle of the roome, with their feet towards it, folding their 
heads and upper parts in their woollen mantle, first steeped 
in water, to keep them warm, for they say woollen wetted, and 
warmed by the heat of their bodies, doth preserve heat.*

This description may be supplemented by the following of 
a drawing by Albert Durer, A.D. 1521, of Irish soldiers "from 
" Ireland beyond England." It shews two officers marching 
before three soldiers. The nearer of the former is clad in a 
shirt of mail, reaching nearly to his knees, a gorget of the 
same, with vandyked edges, spread on his shoulders. On his 
head is a finely shaped, evidently German, helmet, with a 
broad projecting front, not a moveable visor; his feet are in 
sandals of the rudest make, his legs below the calf are bare ; 
his arms consist of a long dagger, a tremendous two-hand 
sword, which, measured by his probable height, must have 
been at least 5J feet long; five short arrows, with diversely- 
shaped heads, are tucked under his left arm, the hand of which 
holds a bow about 3 feet in length. The other officer bears 
a pike, is barefooted and sandalled. To him belongs, pro-

* A Geographicall Description of the Kingdom of Ireland, &c., by G. N., 
1642, a Tract in the British Museum, E 149/11; quoted in the Athenaum, 
2nd September, 1871.
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htibly, the two-hand sword which a wild-looking follower hears 
so deftly, resting by its guard, on his right forearm. This 
man is clothed in what may he a frieze blanket or shawl, 
worn, as Irish women still wear shawls, over his head; the 
lining of this garment is of a darker colour than the other 
side; the wearer is bare-legged below a sort of petticoat or 
kilt, which, like that of the officer reaches to mid-leg ; he is 
sandalled. The two other soldiers are also bare-headed. The 
hair of each man is left like a natural fell, roughly cut off 
above the eyes and at the back of the head, and the two last 
carry axes with long wooden handles, and one, probably the 
bugler, bears a great cowhorn. This pair have naked legs 
and feet; one is clad in a sort of spencer; his fellow shews 
a bull-neck and half a broad chest.*

It is curious to note the resemblance of the personal and 
domestic habits in the foregoing three descriptions by Caesar, 
Dio, and G. N. ; and it is difficult to believe there was an 
interval so long between the first and the last nearly 1600 
years. Possibly Ccesar was in error as to the object of using 
vvoad ; which may have been an ancient substitute for saffron. 
Both dyes were probably used for protection against body- 
vermin, which would naturally avoid coloured surfaces on 
which they would be conspicuous.

It would be rash to conclude that the whole of a people 
were as degraded as the part described. In 1642 the condi­ 
tion of the inhabitants of the Pale was no doubt very 
superior ; whilst ut this very day many of the inhabitants of 
the great cities and towns of Britain are as brutelike as the 
Kernes described by G. N. On the other hand, as the coracle 
still lingers on the coast of Ireland beside the ocean steam­ 
ship and the Atlantic cable, it is not impossible that the ruder 
habits which Caesar records as existing in the inland parts of

* Athenaium, 8th Jauuary, 1872.
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Britain were contemporaneous with a civilization much more 
developed. In fact Caesar himself indirectly furnishes evi­ 
dence in confirmation, and his testimony is supported by 
Diodorus Siculus. It is not stated at what parallel of lati­ 
tude those "inland parts" commenced, nor whether they 
extended across the island from east to west; but Csesar men­ 
tions that, whilst he was preparing for his first incursion, 
several provinces in Britain, having intelligence of the matter 
from merchants who frequented their coasts, sent ambassnclors 
to let him know how willing they were to submit and to 
deliver hostages: conduct indicative of traders averse from 
the disturbing influence of strife.

It was on information that the Gauls, in all their wars, had 
received considerable supplies from Britain, that Ceesar justi­ 
fied his resolution to invade that island. When he granted 
his protection to the Trinobantes, he demanded forty hostages 
and corn for his army, which conditions were readily per­ 
formed : thus the cultivation of some kind of grain must have 
then made progress. After the surrender of Cassivellaunus, 
Csesar imposed an annual tribute, the nature of which, un­ 
fortunately, is not specified. According to Pliny, the Britons 
had discovered the value of marie as a manure, a fact which 
implies intelligent experience in cultivation.

These facts not only indicate that agriculture was developed, 
but that wealth was in some way accumuliited, though the 
extent and geographical positions are uncertain. Ceesar states 
that in his time the most civilized people in the island were 
the Kentish men, whose country lies altogether on the sea- 
coast ; their customs being much the same as those of the 
Gauls; and he observes generally that the sea-coast is in­ 
habited by the Belgic Gauls, who went thither either to 
plunder or to invade the island, and having ended their wars, 
settled there, cultivated the earth, and for the most part 
retained their ancient names. But whilst in one place he
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says the Britons call a town a thick wood surrounded with a 
ditch, and fortified with a rampier, to which they retire when 
apprehensive of incursions from their neighbours; in his 
general description he states the country is well peopled, and 
has plenty of building, much after the same fashion as in 
Gaul, where stone was used.

It is difficult to ascertain with any precision the period at 
which Britain was first laid under contribution by commercial 
people for its mineral wealth. The name given to the British 
Isles, Cassiterides, I apprehend, is purely Celtic, except the 
Grecian termination ; the root being three words, cas-sith-er,* 
that is, the great money or medium for peace ; implying that 
the natives were harassed and oppressed for tin, just as, 
centuries after, the Mexicans and Peruvians were for gold. 
In further illustration is alcam or alcan, the Welsh for ti , 
which is resolvable into two Erse words alt and can, or cain, 
signifying tribute rock; a good indication that the ore was 
the great price for peace and quietness. Donovan glosses 
cain as statute law, suggesting that at a later period 
such law was the equivalent for tribute, or for taxes, the 
substitute for tribute. Herodotus, writing 400 years before 
Ceesar's visits, says, " it is certain that both our tin and our 
" amber are brought from those extreme regions," the north 
of Europe.

Strabo, 400 years later, says, the islands are inhabited by 
men clad in dark garments, reaching to their feet, and bound 
round the waist with a girclle : they carry a staiF in their 
hands, and resemble the furies in a tragedy; they live chiefly 
by their flocks, but have mines of tin and lead, and exchange 
these and hides for pottery, salt, and articles of brass with 
the merchants. Formerly the Phoenicians of Gadeira exclu-

* Gas-sith, pro Cashith, is possibly the root of the Roman name Cassius, and 
that surname seems to imply that Dio was concerned in the tin trade when he 
acquired his knowledge of Britain. The modern word cash, and its slang 
equivalent tin, are manifestly derived from the tributary use of the metal,
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sively held this trade. It is to be regretted that the detailed 
accounts promised by Diodorus and Polybius have been lost. 
Cornwall was probably the most civilized part of England 
during the trade with the Phoenicians; and when the course 
of trade was changed, then, as Ceesar reports, Kent would 
take the lead ; though the Eomans conveyed their tin via 
the Isle of Wight to Marseilles.

Considerable stress is laid by Ceesar on the use of chariots 
by the Britons, who, he says, having driven to all parts of 
the enemy's army, and distributed their darts to the best 
advantage, frequently put the foremost ranks into disorder 
with only the noise of their wheels and horses ; then forcing 
their way into the midst of the cavalry, forsook their chariots 
and fought on foot, performing at the same instant the part 
of nimble horsemen and of stable foot; their drawers, in the 
meanwhile, drawing off a little way out of the battle, placed 
themselves so conveniently, that if their party was too much 
oppressed by the enemy, they might safely retreat to them. 
So expert were they at this exercise, by perpetual practice, 
that they could stay their horses upon a full stretch, even in 
the midst of a descent; stop short and turn, run upon the 
pole, rest upon the harness, and throw themselves with great 
dexterity into their chariots. Diodorus says the inhabitants 
are the original people of Britain, and live to this time after 
their own ancient manner and custom ; for in fights they use 
chariots, as it is said the old Grecian heroes did in the Trojan 
war. And he describes the chariots used in Gaul as drawn 
by two horses, which carry a charioteer and a soldier; and 
when they meet horsemen in battle, they fall upon them with 
their darts, then quitting their chariots, they to it with their 
swords. Now it is clear that unless chariots were im­ 
ported, there must have been workshops in this country in 
which they were prepared, or for such parts as were not 
imported. It requires a skilful workman to make a set, or
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even a pair, of wheels which will all run together truly ; and 
it is clear from the agility of the meu, and the ease with 
which the vehicles were manoeuvred, that all the parts were 
well made and well put together; and that the harness also 
was good, the materials of which are not named. The use of 
the pole between the horses is not characteristic of rude 
artificers, as unless it worked easily on its centre, it would 
impede freedom of action. Then it is clear that the charioteers 
could not possess such skill and dexterity ascribed to them 
without much practice, consequently they probably had chariot 
races analogous to those in the Olympic games. The Britons 
were acquainted with the working of metals; they imported 
brass; they exported tin and some iron ; their weapons were 
metallic, though their swords may have been as deficient in 
temper as those of the Gauls under Hannibal. It is very prob­ 
able, if they had courses for horse and chariot races, that the 
Romana would adopt them for the like purpose. How many 
such there were is, I believe, undetermined; but there can be 
little doubt that th-e Boosdyke, near Chapel-eu-le-Frith, 
Derbyshire, and the Eoodee at Chester retain the Celtic 
names which they bore when so used. The former name 
indicates artificial construction, and the place is described as 
an artificially-formed valley, averaging in width forty paces, 
and thirteen hundred paces in length, mainly cut out of the 
hill to a depth of from ten to thirty feet, but, where not so 
excavated, enclosed with banks of earth. At the west end is 
the meta, and at the east end the goal and other tumuli. 
The spectators were doubtless ranged along the bank through­ 
out its entire length.* The Eoodee at Chester is ou low 
land partly, and possibly entirely, reclaimed from the river. 
The city walls on one side being greatly elevated above the 
level of the course, would give the people a view of the

* Trans. Hist. Soc. Lancashire and Cheshire.
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whole ; whilst persons of higher position were no doubt 
accommodated, then as now, in a grand stand. The first 
syllable roo is probably derived from C. rudh, which it re­ 
sembles in sound, signifying a race. This conjecture receives 
support from one of the names of Chester, Caerleon ffawr, 
which is confused with caerleon mawr. The latter signifies 
caerleon great, as a distinction from other Caerleons on Usk, 
Ultra Pontem, and in Cornwall ; and ffawr means a course, 
referring doubtless to the Roodee.

The early history of the manufactures of the British isles 
has been but insufficiently explored; were all the items of 
information collected, it is probable the condition of the 
people would be more correctly appreciated. There cannot 
be any doubt that in Ireland the workers in metal were expert 
long before the Christian era ; and though the super-position 
of other social strata occasions difficulty in analysing con­ 
temporary strata in England, it is probable that the state of 
civilization was very similar. Any marked difference is incon­ 
ceivable between people so near, and between whom there is 
evidence of frequent intercourse.

The Irish chariot is described as having a frame of wood, 
a body of small timber withed together, the pole decorated 
with silver, in one case actually made of silver, and embossed ; 
wheels of wood and iron, nearly three feet in diameter ; if of 
wood, with iron nave and iron tire: and in war all the edges 
of the chariot, the fellies of the wheels, and every available 
place armed with hooks, spikes, nails, &c., both for defensive 
and offensive purposes; the horses also seem to have been 
armoured. The remains of similar chariots have been found 
in England, near Market Weighton, Yorkshire.* 

"!} From the Lealthar na g-Ceart, or Book of Rights, it 
appears that, several centuries before St. Patrick, there were

* Jouni. E. Hist. Arch. Association of Ireland, 1871, pp. 413 426.



122

in use coats of mail, swords, shields, ships, cloaks of fine 
texture, rings, fibulae, chessboards and chessmen, &c.*

It is manifest that a people who had made such progress 
in the arts and agriculture had advanced beyond the mere 
threshold of civilization : to attain the excellence of work­ 
manship testified by the prowess of their charioteers the makers 
must have possessed tools much more effective than the chisel 
and mallet. It seems impossible to doubt that they used 
a lathe, for how otherwise could the end of the axle be accu­ 
rately fitted to the nave so as to admit freedom of motion ? 
Should it be alleged that the axle and wheel were united, the 
question is only removed to the bearings of the axle; the 
bearings and the axle must have been true to each other. The 
potter's wheel is usually regarded as the primary form of lathe, 
and the wheel has been denied to the potters in Britain before 
Cfflsar; but the possession of a lathe seems absolutely essen­ 
tial to the accurate preparation of iron or wooden wheels and 
axles. The little ball at the top of the spear the knobstarra  
is itself a witness to' some power of the kind, for though the 
ball might be cast, and also the ring within which it was 
huug, so as to admit of its being shaken, they must have been 
bored or drilled to some extent to receive an axis. Men who, 
it thus appears, made use of cast and wrought, metal to the 
extent implied by the skilful use of war chariots, could not 
have been mere painted savages like the American Indians or 
the South-sea islanders.t

* Ibid, pp. 511 513.
t I am indebted to the Yen. Canon Bourke, President of St. Jarlath's Col­ 

lege, Tuam, for the following note. Another reason I have for knowing those 
old Britons were not savages, is, Dion Cassius describes Boadicea, queen 
of the Iceni, as " large having a profusion of flowing yellow hair, a large 
" golden collar on her neck, a variegated flawing vest, and a thick mantle 
"fastened by a brooch, and a spear in her hand." The Iceni may not have 
been Kelts, they may have been German by origin, bat certainly Kelts were in 
the armies that fought Ctesar ; and this description of the queen is so like that 
given of the queen of Connaught at the time, that one must conclude the 
people of Ireland and Britain were at that time skilled in manufacturing 
material for cloaks and gowns; and making brooches and spears; and were 
skilled in colouring clothe. This shows they were not savages.



123

A people who were such skilful artificers in wood and metal, 
agriculturists dealing in grain and hides, miners of metal and 
salt, and competitors in chariot races and athletic games, must 
have had means of internal communication, for the peaceful 
interchange of commercial products or the arbitrary compul­ 
sion of direful war. It has been, and among many it is still, 
so usual to speak of only four Roman roads, it is difficult to 
realize the fact that during a residence of four centuries more 
roads were requisite, or that there were roads in Britain before 
there were any Romans. Yet on reflection it is manifest the 
Romans must have possessed many more lines of communi­ 
cation, of which their various stations are unmistakeable 
records ; and it is very clear that the Britanni must have pos­ 
sessed numerous roads, if the other signs of their civilization 
have not been misinterpreted.

The four great roads have attained their preponderating 
estimate not alone as the great media of military and com­ 
mercial intercourse, but because, after the departure of the 
Romans, they were adopted as geographical and political 
divisions. As means of communication they were analogous 
to the great leading lines of railways of the present day, 
and to the Great North Road, the Great West Road, the 
Holyhead Road, &c., of the late coaching days.

The four, streets were : 1. Watling Street, which led from 
the coast of Kent to Cardigan, and derived its name from ter­ 
minating on the shore of the Goidhael-linn, or Irish sea ; 
2. Ikenilde Street, leading from St. David's to Tynemouth, the 
signification of which is unknown ; 3. Erminge Street, be­ 
tween St. David's and Southampton, the origin of which name 
is also unknown ; and 4. The Fossway, from Cornwall to 
Lincoln, which probably owes its name to the nature of the 
country near its latter terminus.

Now, in considering the map with these lines of road laid 
down, from the description given by Trevisa and adopted by
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Thorpe, it is manifest the Eomans must have had other roads 
to various stations with which those do not communicate. 
Chester, Manchester, and Lancaster are examples of this 
isolation, and so it must be assumed there were other roads, 
or, as some suppose, branch roads. In addition are the 
vicinal roads, as they have been called, and the numerous 
portways, which latter, according to Hartshorne, are coeval 
with Eoman occupation. One is mentioned in the description 
of the property of Whalley Abbey at Stanlaw.

The most careless observer must have noticed on the Ord­ 
nance maps that parts of many roads ascribed to the Romans 
are named High Street; they are to be found in all parts of 
the country, and probably there is not a county without one 
or more. In Westmorland one of the hills bears that name. 
It is also well known that the principal street of many towns 
is called the High Street, and the coincidence seems worthy of 
attention ; for why should a road in a rural and sparsely 
inhabited district, such as the top of a range of bills, bear 
the same name as tire leading thoroughfare of a busy market 
town ? Perhaps an answer to this inquiry may he obtained 
by transposing High Street into its Celtic equivalent of burr, 
great, and rod or rot, a road ; that is, borrod or borrot, the 
final d or t being mute as though aspirated. Thus is ob­ 
tained a reason why a town should be called a borough, and 
why the High Street of Southvvark is frequently spoken of as 
the Borough par excellence ; also why the descent of property 
anciently prevalent in South Britain was called Borough 
English, as being the principal way of inheritance, whereby 
the father's property descended to the youngest son; a practice 
which naturally prevailed at a time when the older sons went 
off and established themselves, leaving the father to bring up 
the younger son on his estate; .that son in turn taking care 
of his aged father, or, in the event of that father's death, having 
a provision for his own rearing and maintenance, and a home 
for his father's widow.
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Reverting, however, to the words bar rod as the name of 
roads, it presents a clue to the line of many highways, which 
may or may not have been used by the Romans, but were 
certainly known to the Kelts, by whom they were named ; and 
they are still in use.

The simplest illustrations are doubtless to be found in the 
names of places called Brough (Borough), Broughton 
(Boroughton), Brougham* (Borough-am,sometimes contracted 
into Broom, Brorn, Brutn, and Brain, thence Brompton and 
Brampton) ; also in Borough-bridge in Yorkshire, which was 
founded when the Romans diverted their road from Aid- 
borough (the old great road), and carried it over the Ure, a 
short distance above the original ferry or ford. The terminal 
of Aldborough appears with similar significance in Ellen- 
borough, a village in Cumberland, where the river Ellen is 
crossed by a Roman road. The road from Cockermouth 
northward diverges after crossing the Derwent ; one branch 
leading to Carlisle (Luguballium), the other to Maryport. 
In the fork is Papcastle (Derventic), which commands the 
approach from the south ; but the strategy of the place was 
entirely changed at a subsequent period, when the castle of 
Cpckermouth was built at the confluence of the Cocker and 
the Derwent. The point of divergence in the roads is still 
called the Boroughs, an appropriate name for the junction 
of three great roads.

The name of the Roman station at Brougham, Brovacum, 
is almost identical with the modern name ; for sounding the 
v as u it may be resolved through Browam into K. borr-rodh- 
oc-am, denoting, I conceive, that the military station was 
established at the junction of two roads; just as York was 
called Eboracum, more correctly I conceive Eboracam, from 
being built at the confluence of a f'oss, or muddy stream,

* On Morden's map of Cumberland in Gibson's Camden, Brougham appears 
as Broughton.
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with the river Ouse. The terminal am usually appears as um 
in Roman names, as in Sarum, i.e., sa-ra-am, the plain stream 
people ; and others. The Romans testified in a very remark­ 
able way their opinion of the pertinence of Keltic names, 
by substituting Mediolanum for the ancient name of Milan, 
the latter being apparently a contraction of the substituted 
name. The Romans had two stations in Britain known as 
Mediolanum, and one in Gaul. I apprehend it represents K. 
meid-iodh-lon-am, signifying the people on the great isthmus : 
iodh, the word rendered isthmus, means literally a collar or 
chain, formerly perhaps a neck. K. am seems to be the 
original of the A. S. ham, and, with the a sounded as in 
French, of the English home.

In tracing some of the terminations in borough to great 
roads, I do not overlook those which may have been derived 
from K. Ire, A.S. burg, a hill; or borh a village, literally K. bo-tir 
the ox limit, referring to the fence which surrounded the home­ 
stead, to prevent oxen from straying at night, or from being 
driven away. Frequent reference to this borh appears in the 
ancient laws of the Anglo-Saxons. Every man was required 
to have or belong to a borh, that is, a known and fixed resi­ 
dence or address; every hlaford must have bis hyred men in 
his own borh : if any one broke the king's borh, or the borb 
of other magnates, that is made forcible entrance or dis­ 
turbance, he had to make hot; that is, paid for the borh- 
bryce or breach. Thus the word borh acquired two other 
significations, that of security, and that of the king's peace. 
The drawing of any weapon within the precincts of the king's 
court was a very grave oftence down to a recent period : for 
the purpose of security the king's highway seems to have 
been protected by his borh. By Hen. I, the king's highway 
is defined as " Tanta vero debet esse via ut inibi duo carri 
" sibi possint ad invicem obviari, et bubulci de longo stimuli 
" sui possint assimulare, et xvi milites possint equitare de
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" latere armati. Et via regia dicitur quo semper aperta est, 
" quam neino concludere potest, vel avertere cum minis suis, 
" que ducit in civitatem, vel burgum, vel castrum, vel portum 
" regium. Et unaquaque civitas tot magistras vias quot 
" magistras portas habet, ad theloueum et consuetudines 
" insignitas.' * And it is declared, " Omnes herestrete omnino 
" regis sunt, et omnia qualstowa, i. occidendorum loca, totaliter 
" regis sunt; in soca sua."

The word borh must not be confused with boor, signifying 
a herdsman, which is from K. lo-aire or bo-aireacht, the title 
borne in Ireland by the king's herdsman, who is styled a 
nobleman ; probably the term diynitary would more correctly 
denote the position of that officer, whose functions would to 
some extent coincide with those of the Lord Treasurer of 
later days. Subsequently the term bo-aire (boor) was applied 
to any herdsman, and then to any rude person.

The Lake district abounds with illustrations of the use I 
venture to assume of the words barr-rod. There are two 
Borrowdales. That in Cumberland is noted for its wild scenery 
and lead mine, through which flows the Derwent into the lake 
of its own name. This dale is traversed by the road from the 
black lead mine to Keswick, and thence westward by Braith- 
waite (?Braidthwaite),Derventic; and eastward by Penruddock 
and Penrith, giving their names, I believe, to .Kosthwaite and 
Barrow falls ; Barrow in this, as in many other places, being 
an orthographical variation of borrow, and that of borr-rodh 
or roth.

The other Borrowdale is in Westmoreland, and is crossed 
by the Lancaster and Carlisle railway, about half-way between 
Lowgill and Tebay junctions. It is crossed by two highways, 
one of which is carried over Borrow beck at High Borrow 
bridge, the other at Low Borrow bridge, near the junction of

* Leget Regie Henrici Primi, Ixxx, 3 ; and x, 2.
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the beck with Lowgill, and just below the railway embank­ 
ment : here the ordnance map shows a Roman station, probably 
a wayside fort to protect the traffic.

It is probable Boredale on Ullswater received its name from 
an ancient road passing through it, a conjecture confirmed by 
its proximity to Brothers Water and Sleet Fell. Brothers 
seems a corrupted contraction of borr-rot-tir, pronounced 
borrotheer, and signifying great road place ; the conversion 
into brother is obviously simple : on the banks of Brothers 
Water is Ga/elands.

The name of Sleet Fell I refer to K. slidhe (slee) or slit/iieadh 
(sleeye), anciently applied by the Irish to the largest roads, 
so broad that the chariot of a king and that of a bishop would 
pass ; the five great roads leading to Tara were so called. The 
word is still in common use in the vernacular in Ireland ; but 
it has not entered very extensively into names, unless it may 
be traced in some of the terminals in sley and sly, as 'Bosley, 
Disley, Knows/y, and "Mosley in Cheshire; M.osky Hill, 
Tildesley, Mimdeuley, and Knowsley in Lancashire, the latter ap­ 
pearing in Domesday as Chenulyeslie, K. ceann-ul-jidh-slidhe, 
great woodhead road ; and Kimpers/ey and Bemersfcy in Staf­ 
fordshire, which are in close proximity to Ridgeway, Bewdley, 
the former not far from Burslein, which may be K. burr-slidhe- 
am, the great road people; Bordesfcy in Warwickshire, and 
Row*7<?y, Fi\sley, Tiinsley in Derbyshire ; S7eathwaite in Cum­ 
berland, and (S/eaford in Lincolnshire, near which are Barrowby 
and Harrowby. Sometimes the initial letter s appears to have 
been omitted, as in various forms of Leigh and Lea, and their 
compounds; and in Timperley (for limpersley) a township 
traversed by the Roman road between Manchester and Bowdon, 
near Brdadheatli,

Borr-rod appears to recur again in names which include 
the syllable broad, brad and brod. They frequently recur in 
composition with ford, bridge, and gate ; an association very
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corroborative of the root assigned. The word gate is usually 
referred to an A. S. root, but as geata it was in use among 
the Kelts for a gate or a door ; its association with roads 
being derived doubtless from the use of gates in the borh, 
and afterwards in walled cities. Broadst&irs in Kent is 
situated between Ramsyafe and Margate ; and in Westmore- 
land is Broadgate near Windermere ; Broadgate appears in 
Lancashire between Sherdtey and Peas/<??/ near Sutton ; and 
the position of Broad Green in Lancashire, adjoining one of 
the places named .Roby and the township of Thingwall, or , 
Thing, is very suggestive. The word gate is of frequent occur­ 
rence, not only in the lake district but generally throughout 
England, as iu Gate&ore, Lancashire ; High^afc, Middlesex.

Bad, Rod, Rot, or Rud, I believe is of very frequent recur­ 
rence in England, as in Roade and Rode, and in Rotten Row ;~*~ 
one in Hyde Park ; one near Hindley, Lancashire ; one near 
Englefield, Berkshire ; one in Glasgow; and in Rotton Butts, 
Kirkby Lonsdale, and Rotton Park, Birmingham ; Rotten or 
Rotton being K. rof-an, signifying great road ; Rotton Park 
is situated on a main Roman road, and Rotten Row, London, 
is the great road plain, or field, now Hyde Park, from K. roe, 
a plain or field ; Hyde Park being bounded by the Great 
Western road, and Hindley being on the road through Wigan ; 
perhaps the name of Hindley includes the word slidhe (slee) 
referred to above.

Rottingdean, Sussex, is very possibly another compound of 
rot-an.

Radnor in Wales and Cheshire, Radhy, Radna.]], Radstock, 
and Rudhe&tl), are probably other examples in some parts of 
the country, if not in all.

Ruddl&nA in Denbigh represents the Welsh form of K. rith, 
a race or running, which very likely occurs in fenrith.

Without distinctly claiming Bowness on Windermere and 
Bassenthwaite Water as further derivations from borr-rod/t,
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it may be observed that Borrowstowness, Linlithgow, is fre­ 
quently contracted into Bo'ness ; and both those places appear 
in proximity to ancient ways. Braiclness, near Bowness, on 
Bassenthwaite Water, lends confirmation to the conjecture of 
such an origin.

Rother, which occurs as the name of three rivers, and as 
the prefix in the names of various places, I derive from K. 
rot-tir, (rotheer) the road place or district, i.e. roadland, or 
Rutland. Occasionally I think this is either contracted into 
roth , or the t of rot is aspirated, in the latter case that 
letter would become mute ; but some foreigners would natu­ 
rally give the sound of th, and thus would be produced Rother, 
as the name of streams, signifying road water.

From rod or rot, with the final letter unsounded, comes the 
modern word Row as applied to streets, as in the city of Chester, 
where, however, it is supposed to denote merely the covered 
walks, or rude sort of arcades, which give access to the upper 
floor of shops ; but, as denoting a street, or part of a street, 
it is of frequent recurrence, as in Paternoster Row, in the city 
of London ; Bunhill Row, also in London ; Richmond Row, 
Liverpool, and many others. High Row, the name of a road 
on Blencathara, is analogous to High Street. Analagous 
to this is Brow, in which the initial b appears to represent 
K. l)ie or bri, a hill; thus is frequently found brow, both 
alone and in combination in the names of places ; also broic- 
head, brow-fcoi, brow-side, Everton Brow, &c.

Roth also gives name to various places, as Rowtou, near 
Chester, where the army of Charles I sustained a defeat, which 
he is said to have witnessed from the Phoenix Tower on the 
walls of that city ; Eoicslej, near Bakewell, Derbyshire, so 
dear to anglers and artists ; the two .Rochesters in Kent and 
Northumberland ; Rocester on the borders of Derbyshire 
and Staffordshire, near Uttoxeter; -Roby, and the numerous 
.Rosthwaites. Ulcat Row, Green Row, Rosgill, Rostherne,
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doubtless owe their names to the same root, and the ancient 
roads in their vicinity ; and many similar may be found. 
Substituting a for o produces Baby, Rawgill, Kawhead, Raw- 
green, &c.

The second largest of the Irish ancient roads was called 
ram/tad, the sound of which would closely resemble rod: 
these led from the palaces of kings, and the inhabitants of 
the territories through which they passed were bound to keep 
them clean.* Rod-mor is the Irish equivalent for high­ 
road.

The Kelts gave the name of rod or rot (rode or rote) to a 
highway so wide as to allow two chariots to pass each other, a 
definition which is one of those adopted by Henry I ; " via 
" ut inibi duo carri sibi possint ad invicem obviari:" the bothar 
(boher) of the Kelts was as wide as the length of one cow 
and the breadth of another, besides room for their calves and 
yearlings, and appears equivalent to " via ut inibi * * * 
" bubulci de longo stimuli sui possint assimulare, et xvi milites 
" possint equitare de latere armati" of King Henry.

The forms which bothar assumes in the present day are 
very remarkable. In some of the Leinster counties Dr. Joyce 
says it is converted into batter, which is or was well under­ 
stood in those counties to mean an ancient road. In Wexford 
it denotes a lane leading to a high road. The word occurs in 
early Anglo-Irish documents in the form of bothir or bothyr, 
which being pronounced according to the powers of the 
English letters, was easily converted into batter or batter. 
It forms a part of the following names: Batterstown, 
Batterjorm, Ballybatter, Greenbatter, and Yellowbatter; also 
in Stonybatter, the great thoroughfare from Dublin to the 
districts lying north and north-west of the city. It was known 
by the name of Bothar-na-gcloch, i.e., the road of the stones. 
He adds, Booterstown near Dublin is another member of the

* Dr. O'Donovan. Supplement to O'Reilly's Irish-English Dictionary, in verb.
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same family; it is merely another form of Batterstown, i.e., 
Roadtown.*

From this root is derivable another series of names, those 
which have the prefix butter, which seems to he the form 
which it has assumed generally in England, though Battersen, 
Surrey, is identical with the usual modern Irish form.

Of places in England having the prefix butter, I have 
collected the following ; there may be more. Butterbent, 
Butterback, Butterhouse, near Hyde, and Butterhill in Moston, 
all in Cheshire ; Buttersteep in Berkshire ; Butterilkel, near 
the ancient camp called Hard Kuott Castle ascribed to the 
Romans, hut probably British; Buttermere and Buttertarn, 
all in Cumberland ; Butterley, in Derbyshire ; Butterwich, in 
the three counties of Durham, Westmorland, and Lincoln  
in the latter it occurs twice ; Buttermeer, in Hampshire, on 
the borders of Berks and Wilts; Butterton, in Stafford, 
resembling Buttertown, co. Waterford ; Butterside, Yorkshire ; 
and Butterworth, near Oldham, Lancashire. In Scotland 
the prefix appears in Buttergash, Perth ; and Butterbridge, 
near Glencoe, Argyle. In Wales is Batternog, Caernarvons.

If to the foregoing be added the names of places in 
which occurs the word street in all its various forms, it seems 
not improbable that the majority of places in England derive 
their names from proximity to roads ; facility of communi­ 
cation encouraging settlements, just as the earlier settlements 
rendered roads necessary. It is usual to derive the word street 
from A. S. street; but probably it represents K. sreath, a 
row ; modified by the interpolation of the letter I between 
the * and r; as in srath, the bottom of a valley, which 
became strath. Such names as Butterley (for Buttersley), 
Rowsley and Streatley (for Streatsley), indicate the proximity 
of two classes of roads to the places so named.

* Joyce, The origin and history of Irish names of places, pp. 42-4; also 
p. 338.


