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ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE MERSEY DISTRICT, 1873, 

AND LIVERPOOL NOTABILIA.

By Henry Ecroyd Smith.

(BEAD MAHCH 5m, 1874.)

Early Norman Font at Grappenhall.

THE Parish Church at Grappenhall,* with hut little excep­ 
tion, possesses no early date, having been rebuilt in 1539. 
It has, however, portions of two earlier chapels, that on the 
S.E. retaining its window, piscina, and a corbel for the lamp 
stand. In its early days, it boasted the possession of more 
windows in stained glass than any other church in the county 
of Chester. Dedicated, in common with the cathedral of 
Ripon and many other churches of our northern counties, to 
Wilfrid of York (A.D. 709), Saint, Bishop, and Confessor, 
the earlier erection was not supposed to date beyond the 
13th century. Interiorly, its present most striking features 
are its octagonal columns, supporting pointed arches, which, 
especially in the shades of evening, produce a sombre and 
picturesque effect. The figure of a female saint in n 13th 
century dress of ermine, is a relic of the earlier building, and 
appears in the east window of the north aisle; also a wooden 
escutcheon, charged with the arms of Middlehurst, and dated 
1295; but undoubtedly a Font, recently discovered, carries

* Spelt Gropenhall and Gropenhale in deeds 1189 1410, and contracted into 
Grampnal by Strype. It lies three miles S.E. from Warrington. 
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the probable foundation to a much older period, although no 
mention of a church existing here occurs in Domesday. 
We have gleaned these prefatory particulars from the " Notes   
"and Queries" column of the Warrington Guardian, and 
now append the account as communicated to this journal by 
our worthy Vice-President, Wm. Beamont, Esq.

"In March of the present year (1873), in the course of 
" restoring the church, there was found lying near the base of 
" the second pillar from the west end, and three or more feet 
" below the floor, which had been raised above the original 
" level either when the church was rebuilt in 1539 or since, 
" the ancient Font of an older church, a venerable relic, 
" which goes back to Norman, if not to times still earlier. 
" When first discovered, it was in some danger of being 
" destroyed by the workmen ; but it was fortunately seen by 
" the Rector, the Rev. Thomas Greenall, at the right moment, 
" and he interposed and saved it."

The material is the red sandstone of the country; and, 
carved in low relief, there runs round it an arcade of semi­ 
circular arches, without other ornament. The capitals and 
bases of the columns are large and clumsy, and all the 
arches, even those on the same side, are not equal, either 
in height or width ; and it would seern as if the country 
mason who had made the font, had worked impromptu, and 
without a plan. It must have originally stood upon a broad 
square base ; but no traces of this were found, and it had 
probably been long destroyed.

Most of the ancient fonts had their basins formed round, 
square, or oval. The distinguishing feature of this is 
that it is oblong, but like all old fonts, large enough for 
immersion. Two hollows of similar size, exactly opposite 
each other, occur in the two sides of the rim, as if the font 
originally had a cover with a lock to it, which was common 
in old times ; and if so, one of these hollows may have been
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the place of the pivot on which the cover turned, and the 
other the place of the lock.

The dimensions of the font are : 
ft. in. 

From end to end, outside ......... 2 7£
From side to side   ......... 2 0
Height   ......... 1 6

  Depth of basin ..................... 0 10
From end to end, inside .'........ 1 10^
From side to side   ........ 1 3

Early Christian Sculptures at Huyton.

During the latter part of the year, and under the auspices 
of the vicar, the Rev. Oswald Penrhyn, a considerable amount 
of alteration and repair was effected in the Parish Church of 
Huyton, which is dedicated to St. Michael the Archangel. The 
necessary renovations included a reflooring upon a somewhat 
lower level; and upon removing the old flagged pavement 
beneath the tower at the east end, the workmen discovered a 
drum-shaped block of stone, assumed to be a section from an 
old column, until examination proved its real character,  
the bowl or basin of a font, clearly of much older character 
than any portions of the present structure, the earliest of 
which seem to belong to the 1 5th century, the church having 
been rebuilt about 1647.

This font-bowl, which has unquestionably possessed a 
pedestal, and probably a massive one, has been carved from a 
single block of the native (Keuper) red sandstone, its 
dimensions being 

Exterior diameter ........... ... 26 inches.
Exterior height ........ .. .. ... 22 ,,

but when perfect, i.e., retaining its cover, these measurements 
would more nearly assimilate. This apex must have been of 
wood, or possibly lead. The rim has hollows on each side, 
where the hinge (or pivot) and the opposite hasp (or lock)
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were nxed, and one of these recesses contains its soldering 
and a trace of oxidised iron. The bowl was found to possess 
its lining of lead, bearing traces of long-continued use, but' 
still whole and' only rather jagged on the rim. This metal 
receptacle has a depth of 12 and a diameter of 20 inches.

The font is cylindrical in form, but the outer surface is 
irregular in outline, through bulging somewhat in places. 
The sculptured design is, unfortunately, in so low a relief, 
that the photograph from which the annexed engravjng is 
taken, scarcely does justice to it. Immediately below the 
bevilled rim we find n plain fluting followed by a border of 
seize-foils, if we may use this term for six-petalled flowers, 
very neatly tooled. The body or central portion is composed 
of nn arcade of semicircular arches, their capitals and bases 
being of the plainest possible style, and closely resembling 
those forming the sole ornament of the Grappenhall font, 
above described, only they are on a smaller scale, and more 
regularly fashioned. Each niche contains the head of a Saint, 
but no trace of individuality is given to any, and the character 
of the series is only expressed by the radiating arch or corona 
above each head ; and although some of these coronas diifer 
slightly from others, the discrepancy lies only in the number of 
rays, which varies from seven to eleven. Below, and forming 
a border or base ornament, is a repetition of the same radiated 
arch work.

In regard to date, we hold both the Grappenhall and the 
Huyton font to be of as early a character as any we remember 
to have seen or heard of in this country, and incline to 
attribute them to the 8th or 9th century, when Koman 
sculpture still remained strewed over the land ; for the 
style of ornament seems to decide the point, and the mode of 
execution confirms the appropriation. The six-petalled 
flowers are only so far Saxon or Norman, as being copied 
from Roman-British altars and monumental stones ; in later
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mediaeval times only recognised Christian emblems would 
have been used for so sacred a purpose as this, and in place 
of these flowers, cinquefoils or trefoils would have been 
substituted. The arcades are likewise deriv.ed from Roman 
archwork of the severest style, whilst the saints, unlike 
those of later sculpture, are devoid of any symbols. The 
most expressive term for this copied and debased style is, 
perhaps, " degraded Roman."

It is remarkable that two such early fonts should have been 
disentombed in their respective churches within a few mouths 
of each other, in villages not twenty miles apart, and under 
circumstances so similar; but a still more striking coinci­ 
dence was the discovery of that at Huyton on Michaelmas 
Day, the calendar anniversary of the church's patron saint. 
Both were found buried under the floor ; both are made from 
local stone, and possess the arcade ornament. In additional 
sculptured decoration, the Huyton example has the advantage, 
whilst retaining its leaden lining. The two differ in shape, 
but below have a similarly-tooled circular orifice for egress of 
the water.

J.n confirmation of an Anglo-Saxon foundation at Huyton, 
the vicar has obtained from the grouted filling of a wall the 
capital of a small column of considerable interest. It is 
carved with four male heads, but two of these are probably 
the later an'd ruder work of some village mason. The outer 
pair are, on the contrary, well carved ; each wears a helmet, 
having a small vent in the centre of the forehead and 
long lappets over the ears, such as we find upon Saxon 
pictures and effigies, and which no doubt originated in 
the plain helmet worn by the common soldier of the Roman 
legions.

During the operations at Huyton Church, two of the thin 
pieces in brass, now commonly known as Nuremburg counters, 
were found. Mr. J. Harris Gibson has examined these
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examples, and describes them in a communication to the 
Liverpool Numismatic Society, prefaced by some general 
remarks on this little-understood class of inscribed metallic 
objects, which are often found on the sites of mediaeval 
religious houses.

" Tokens, Jettons, or Counters. The last of these terms 
" evidently illustrates their use for the keeping of accounts, 
" or reckoning without the knowledge of figures. Through 
" the appellations they have borne in foreign countries, they 
" would seem to be traceable to the calculus of the Romans. 
" Among the continental names we find Jeton, in France ; 
" Legpenning or Telpenning, in Belgium and Holland; 
" Richenpenning, in Germany ; Racknepenning', in Sweden ; 
" Contadores or Gitones, in Spain ; and Gettone in Italy. 
" From this last designation no doubt comes our 'jettons,' 
" held to be synonymous with ' counters.' They are traceable 
"to the 13th century, the earliest forms, those of Bruges 
" and Tournay, displaying no legends, but only small orna- 
" ments, as flowers, crosses, crowns, shields, and other 
" symbols. In the following centuries these pieces appear 
" with legends of a diversified character, but all more or less 
" abbreviated, and thus at this distance of time often difficult 
" of interpretation ; but they appear to have been chiefly 
" religious mottoes, varied by proverbs and the name of the 
" city where, and that of the individual by whom, they were 
" struck."

Fosbrooke quotes the following religious uses of counters. 
Of lead or parchment, with a chalice on one side, and inscribed 
" Pour les Messes," being given as certificates of having 
attended the service, to canons, capellnines, &c. ;* Sacra­ 
mental counters, for admission to the sacrament in the 
reformed churches.f These counters are yet used in the 
same connection by the Presbyterian church in Scotland; 

* Dn Cange. f Merallns.
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where they are known as " tokens." Others were given at 
fairs, in proof of money paid ;* but their material is not 
stated.

The specimens of the latter kind, found at Huyton Church, 
may be thus described : 
1. Obverse Lozenge, containing a double lis, with a single 

lis on either side; between the sides of the lozenge and 
the inner circle four annulets and four pellets at alternate 
distances. Legend " VBENO : VBEN : VBENI: 
VBEO," divided into four parts, and separated by 
pellets, the letters being mediaeval in character. Re­ 
verse A ship at sea, with a flag at bow and stern. 
Legend, the same us obverse, but indistinct: no pellets, 
M.M. a crown.

2. Obverse A triangle upon a double trefoil: orb and cross 
in centre within a beaded circle. Legend, DNACKVND 
BECTOCNV, the letters being in medieeval and Roman 
characters. M.M. a lis. Reverse, a small rose in the 
centre, surrounded by three crowns and three lis alter­ 
nately. Legend, ECKVND KVND BVCDKVBV in 
mixed characters. M.M. a small three-leaved ornament. 
Both legends are wholly unintelligible.

WALLASEY.
We have again a few miscellaneous objects to chronicle, as 

occurring in this ancient village.
A Silver Penny of Charles I, of the ordinary type ; it is 

much worn, apparently more through perforation, and 
subsequent use as a personal ornament, than from 
circulation.

A Copper Hal/penny of Charles II, of the type struck for 
currency in Ireland, and not one frequently noticed 
here. Reverse, Irish harp crowned between the date

* Merallus.
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figures 1680. This was the first year of the issue of 
Irish halfpence under a royal patent, granted to Sir 
Thomas Armstrong, Kt., and Colonel George Legg, 
and it is described by the Irish numismatic chronicler, 
James Simon, as certainly the best and handsomest 
copper money yet struck in or for Ireland.*

A Shoe Buckle, in bronze, three inches long by two inches 
broad, ornamented with cinquefoils and quatrefoils 
placed alternately ; fastenings wanting. This kind of 
buckle was in use about the end of the 17th and 
beginning of the following century. It was found 
shortly after the destruction of the old Church of 
St. Hillary by fire, very near its walls, and about three 
feet beneath the surface.

Several howls of old tobacco pipes have been turned up in 
the market gardens. Five of these are of 17th century 
manufacture, but only one of them displays a potter's 
mark a tree ; another is of more rotund or bulbous 
form than characterises this locality : it is, however, a 
form common near Warrington.

HALSALL.

In April of this year, and during excavations contiguous 
to the vestry of the Parish Church, the workmen discovered 
an interment in a mass of concrete. The skeleton proved to 
he that of a full-grown male, and, lying athwart it, were the 
remains of a child, in a position very unusual. The imbed­ 
ding of human remains in lime cement was early practised, 
and is of uncertain origin. Examples are recorded during 
many Anglo-Saxon and mediaeval centuries. Among the 
relics we described as found during the late restoration of 
St. Bridget's Church at West Kirby, were a small stone coffin, 
containing the body of a child, imbedded in concrete.

* Essay on Irish Coins, p. 54 ; engraved plate, VII, 144.
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BlDSTON.

A Guinea- Weight of William III, in good condition, has 
turned up in the soil upon the lower or southern end of 
Bidston Hill. Obverse, laureated bust of the king-; Legend, 
GVLIELMUS 3 DEI GRATIA. Reverse, a crown with

I
two sceptres in saltier ; beneath, GVINEA. It was probably

W
fabricated 1697-8, as we find that on the 21st of February 
of this year, a Proclamation was issued for settling the 
Standard Weights for gold and silver currency in Ireland, 
"according to the standard lately made in his majestys mint 
" in the Tower of London." The locality of its outturn was, 
we believe, up to the beginning of the present century, an 
unenclosed moorland waste, abutting upon Oxton Heath.

It may be noticed that many guineas of the same century 
have been picked up at low water upon the Leasowe beach, 
and a few stray ones on Hilbre island. They have been some 
time in circulation, judging from their condition, and are 
assumed to have been lost in or from a treasure vessel of 
William III, and intended for the payment of his troops 
when in Ireland. A story is current in the neighbourhood, 
that one morning, now forty years ago,* Sir Edward Oust, 
the owner of Leasowe Castle, upon descending to the break­ 
fast parlour, found no visible preparation for the matutinal 
meal. He rang the bell, and repeated the operation to no 
purpose. At length a young scullery-maid appeared, ex­ 
claiming "If yer please, Sir Edward, they're all down on 
"the shore, picking up goulden guineas!" Certainly the 
ebb, at this time, was a very low and consequently 
favourable one, and a number of these pieces were really 
obtained upon the occasion. Specimens may still be seen at 
the castle, secured inside a box of black oak procured from

* 23rd Sept., 1834. See Transactimus I, 103, 104.-ED.
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one of the " Meols Stocks," or stumps of trees, which stud 
the shore to westward, forming part of the uppermost of the 
ancient forest heds, which here " crop out" through tidal 
encroachment of unnumbered centuries.

PRODUCE or THE SEA BEACH OF CHESHIRE. 

Early British.

Triturating or polishing stone, in form of a boulder, of 
dark-coloured, fine-grained, and very hard lava, 5 inches long 
by 8 wide, and nearly equally thick. It has been used longi­ 
tudinally, and chiefly on the narrower sides. Similar objects, 
differing somewhat in shape, but all selected from the hardest 
stones of the adjacent beach, were met with by the Hon. 
W. Owen Stanley when excavating the numerous Ancient 
British huts on Holyhead mountain a few years ago, associated 
with mullers (broader pounding stones) and hammer heads, 
likewise of stone.*

Objects in flint. An arrow point and a rudely-formed 
lance head have been found on the Meols beach. Again the 
writer has met with a number of edged but mostly fragmentary 
instruments on "The Eye"; they comprise 2 arrow points; 
2 knotched articles, apparently for sawing ; 1 dagger blade 
(fragment) ; 2 chisels ; I " thumb flint; " 3 scrapers ; and 
15 miscellaneous objects.

Oval quartz pebble fin. long, in which a natural aperture 
towards one angle has been artificially smoothed for use as 
an amulet or a bead. Perforated stones were invariably held 
to possess sovereign powers in early times, and the super­ 
stition is still rampant among the more ignorant classes of 
our British peasantry in some localities.

Uncertain object in composite metal, Sin. by l^in., which 
but for its thickness might be taken for part of the blade of

* Journal of the Royal Archaological Institute, 1868-70.



93

a large sword. Its composition being evidently of a very 
unusual character, we submitted the fragment to Mr. Alex. 
Norman Tate, the well-known metallurgist, and his report 
confirms our suspicion of early and probably native British 
fabrication, as he finds it to contain about 60 per cent, of 
copper; not more than 1 per cent, of iron; both tin and 
bismuth, in rather large proportions; and also sulphur, 
arsenia, and some little silica. Mr. Tate obligingly supple­ 
ments his analysis by the significant remark " I can only 
" look upon it as the result of very imperfect metallurgy, and 
" decidedly different from anything I am acquainted with as the 
" result of modern metallurgical treatment." WP are inclined 
to'look upon the object as a relic of a chariot,  a fragment of 
a wheel spoke ; it is certainly too thick and massive to have 
formed part of a sword, dagger, or spear-head. The ancient 
British war-chariots are well known by the general description 
of Csesnr and other Latin historians. We are told nothing 
of the quality of the metal used in their fabrication ; but the 
native metallurgy, although learnt no doubt from those clever 
artists the Phoenicians, would still be in a very imperfect 
condition away from the Tyrian colonies on our southern 
coast.

Roman British.

BRONZE. Bow or lyre-shaped fibula (brooch), 2 inches 
long: the upper face or breast has three parallel and linear 
hollows for the reception of coloured pastes, traces of which 
remain. This is the commonest type of the Roman brooch 
as found here and elsewhere.*

Two brass pins, imperfect, but originally 3 4 inches long, 
with curious heads.

Uncertain object, curved, pointed, and looped, If in. long, 
resembling one of the modern varieties of hat guard bars.

* Vide Ancient Meols, Plate III, fig. 1, for approximate type.
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Fishhook, Ifin long, but rather imperfect at the splayed 
(if not also folded) end for attachment to the line. It is 
here classified, firstly from its metal, which, so far as can 
safely be examined, appears to he bronze rather than the 
mediaeval latten, of which, however, a few examples have 
here been found, but badly formed ; secondly from its admi­ 
rably fashioned barb, opposite the point of which a diagonal 
groove appears, well calculated to facilitate the intention of 
this little instrument. Fishhooks in bronze are of very rare 
occurrence ; and Dr. Hume tells us that in the fine collection 
of antiquities belonging to the Eoyal Irish Academy, only a 
single example is preserved : it is of a different type from ours, 
being curved or bowed in the shaft, whilst the Meols speci­ 
men is straight. The discovery of the latter occurred in an 
unusual manner. A quantity of black and very fusty matter was 
noticed by the writer in the face of the " brow," or sand bank 
abutting on the beach, and lying considerably higher even 
than the mixed and artificial soil, or stratum, from which the 
inediteval articles are washed. Upon examination it proved 
to be identical with the material of the forest beds below, and 
has in all human probability been removed in olden time, that 
it might be dried for fuel, as peat is now. It was during 
this identification that the fishhook appeared ; and as the 
Eoman relics hereabouts are found on the forest bed, after 
extraction by the tide from the superincumbent blue clay, its 
presence confirms the probability of Roman or Roman-British 
fabrication.*

IKON. Lance head, well formed, and l^in. in length. 2 
Iron bolts, of slender make, which must have been 5 and 7 
inches long respectively, have circular heads fin. diameter.

* Subsidence and occasional submergence, followed byre-elevation, of ancient 
land surfaces have by no means been confined to Europe. At various points on 
the coast near Quito, Mr. Jas. Wilson found finely-fashioned objects in gold and 
other metals, together with ancient pottery, beneath a marine deposit of 6 feet, 
having trees growing on the surface which were older than the Spanish Invasion. 
The Cheshire beach shows a long-continued subsidence.
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GLASS. Two beads, one of spherical the other of annular 
form, 5-16in. diameter; in a rich hlue colour, both material 
and hue having been fortunately preserved by the clay just 
mentioned, and they are evidently identical with those of the 
finest vitreous vases of antiquity which have come down to us. 
We allude to those known as the " Portland," the " Naples," 
and the " Auldjo" vases, of which the fragments of the first and 
a few pieces of the second are in this country. Inestimable 
value attaches to these magnificent vessels, from their unap- 
proached artistic character. The glass body of the vase in 
each of these examples was coated over with a white, but 
opaque, vitreous composition, or enamel, of great hardness, 
which has been tooled away so deftly, as only to leave on the 
rich blue ground the beautiful designs, figures, trees, and 
wreaths in pure white cameo.* The rich and lovely deep 
azure blue was no doubt of metallic production. These beads 
were found still adhering to the clay, from which another 
tide would have washed them, only to re-bury them in the 
sands below, by Mr. Jno. Armstrong, of Rock Ferry, who 
has kindly placed them at our service.

Mediceval.

SILVER PENNY (half only) of William I. Obverse, full- 
faced bust of the conqueror crowned, within the inner circle. 
In such cases as this, the halving of the piece is very unfortu­ 
nate, but in every probability the sceptre, to the left on our 
moiety, was matched by a similar one, headed by three pellets, 
on the opposite side of the bust, forming a well-known type 
of William's issues, examples of which are but rarely found. 
In this instance the sceptre is crowned by a Maltese cross, and 
has an orbicular base. Legend on this half, EEX ANGLO.

* The Yen. Archdeacon Trollope, M.A., has ably reproduced restorations of 
the "Naples" and the " Aldjo " vases, in colours ; Illustrations of Ancient 
Art, 1854.

:;
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Reverse, cross fleury of eight points, terminating alternately 
in flenr-de-lys and three pellets set pyramidally. Legend, 
N. LIECE. N, shewing the piece to have been produced at   
Leicester.* The coin is in fair average condition, the obverse 
superior. Coll. C. Potter.

Three pennies (each half only) of Hy. Ill; two are of the 
ordinary English type, and one of these was struck in London : 
the third, with the king's head in a triangle, was minted in 
Ireland, and possibly at Limerick ; but it is doubtful whether 
this moiety contains the mint-name, being much oxidised.

Fermail (ring-brooch) only five-eighths of an inch in dia­ 
meter, but a valuable and possibly unique little relic of the 
religious symbolism prevalent in mediaeval times, firstly in its 
inscription, and secondly in its perfect condition. Contrac­ 
tions, which varied according to space, of the Pilatial inscrip­ 
tion, "Jesus Nazarenus Hex Judeeorum," it has frequently 
been our province to chronicle; but hitherto, whatever the 
article, we never advanced far in the last word. This little 
brooch, though not furnishing the whole complement, supplies 
an advance upon previous discoveries, through the inscription 
being carried (incusely) round both sides of the ring, and the 
absent portion is now limited to the three final letters, "rum." 
The pin is of silver, unornamented. Date 13  14 century.t  
Coll. C. Potter.

LA.TTEN Broquetta (little brooch) which, although barely 
half an inch in diameter, and thus of the smallest conceivable 
size for a dress fastener, is nevertheless inscribed over one 
face. Like those of the last mentioned, the characters are 
incuse and rather rudely cut, and somewhat worn, but yet

* The exact type, except as regards mint-name, is engraved by Mr. Hawkins 
in his Silver Coins of England, pi. xviii, fig. 237.

f Mr. Fairholt, in his invaluable Costume in England, figures one brooch, 
likewise inscribed on both sides, one bearing " Ave Maria (?? .," and the 
reverse "Jesus Nazarenus;" it is also in silver and circular, but has been 
gilt. Glossary, p. 466.
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legible, forming the colloquial mediaeval " posie " or motto, > 
AMOE . VINCIT . OM(nia) "Love conquers all things. 1 ' 
This inscription is preceded by a cross potent, with a pelle t 
in each angle. Coll. Chas. Potter. Brooches, though chiefly 
worn on the breast, were often used as ornaments to other 
portions of dress, as convenience, taste, or fancy dictated. 
Upon hats and caps they were worn by both sexes, of all ages.* 
This class of ornaments is by no means unfrequently noticed 
by our early English poets and ballad writers, especially when 
describing female costume, and many instances occur of 
brooches in the precious metals, some of which were set with 
jewels. Few if any of these, however, to our mind, possess 
the interest attaching to a kind particularly described by 
Chaucer, " the flower of poets," in his prologue to The Can­ 
terbury Tales, where he says, describing the appearance of 
the Prioress : 

Of smal coral aboute here arme sohe baar 
A peire of bedes, gaudid al with grene, 
And thereon heng a brock of gold ful schene, 
On which was first i-writen a crowned A, 
And after that, " Amor vincit omnM."

Though precluded, from its minute size, from bearing the 
"crowned A," our Meols example is one of the very few illus­ 
trations as yet discovered of this curious passage, one 
thoroughly characteristic of the customs of the time, when 
Chaucer wrote his magnum opus, and when talismans, amulets, 
and sacred charms were in constant request and universal 
wear. Mr. Fairholt quotes the above lines in his Costume, 
but mentions no existing examples. In the Collectanea 
Antiqua the kind is also noticed, and one is engraved from a 
London collection, and also without the crowned A,t of about

* Vide Ancient Meols, for numerous illustrations. j 
t Vol. IV PI. 28, fig. 4.

H
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1J in. diameter : this is probably in pewter, but the metal is 
not stated. We are not aware that any other example has 
been published. As superlatively favourite presents during 
courtship, when " Love was still the lord of all," brooches 
were almost as eagerly purchased as finger-rings, if we may 
judge from the allusions of mediaeval writers. Thus in the 
Border Minstrelsy we find 

He courted the eldest with glove and ring, 
But he lo'ed the youngest ahoon a' thing; 
He courted the eldest wi' brooch and knife, 
But he lo'ed the youngest abune his life.*

Again,

O Diomede, thou hast both broche and belte 
Quich Troilus gave me in tokening 
Of his true luve.-f

Ring-Brooch, of stout wire, slightly twisted, 1 in. diameter, 
pin wanting.

Oval Brooch, nearly an inch long, with six cusps for the 
reception of coloured- enamel or glass: the only one complete 
retains a pellet of pale green glass.J

Fermail of similar size, with pin, complete.
Fragment of a shirt of chain-mail armour, comprising 

sixteen links of circular form, some of which are attached 
singly, others doubly. They are formed of little strips of 
thin sheathing latten, folded flat. The terminations of these 
little rings are splayed, and overlapping here are secured 
together by a rivet. We are at a loss to assign any other 
purpose in this case, although latten does by no means com­ 
mend itself as a good substitute for steel quite the reverse. 
Still this mixed metal may have been tried, and found wanting.

* " Ballad of the Cruel Sister," III, 81. 
t Henrison. Testament of Cresseide. 

J A brooch of similar form is engraved in Ancient MeoU, pi. vi, fig. 3.
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Key, three inches long, cut out of sheathing metal, with 
two pointed projections for wards, a third being terminal.

Tonyue of a small bell, semi-globular and looped.
PEWTER. Necklet or coronal, of nire and very remarkable 

form. The body or main portion consists of four narrow 
links, each about 2^in. long, and ornamented in convoluted 
pattern ; these are furnished with central loops (one on each 
bar) from which, by an intermediate ring, depended an orna­ 
ment. One of these pensile objects alone remained attached ; 
it is in the form of trifoliate leaf, very prettily articulated and 
looped at the stalked side. Mr. Potter, who owns this singular 
mediaeval object of female ardornmeut, happened to secure in 
advance, but most unconsciously, two similar pendants, which 
there can be little doubt belonged to this very necklace, for 
no even analogous object has hitherto been discovered on this 
beach, rich as it lias proved to be in mediaeval relics. The 
total length of the ornament is over nine inches, and appear­ 
ing to be complete in this direction, it may have been tied 
behind the neck by a ribbon.

Brooch (portion of), two inches in diameter, in open work, 
the rim composed of double lozenges and circles placed alter­ 
nately, the latter having a large central boss encircled by 
pellets. A somewhat similar brooch in this metal, but with 
human heads in lieu of the circles, is engraved by Dr. Hume.*

Belt Tag, more substantial than usual, the sheath still con­ 
taining its portion of leather. The termination is in form of 
an eagle standing within a corded circle, its feet resting on 
the terminal bar. This article has no doubt belonged to the 
livery-belt used in some family of distinction.

Hasp, oblong, cast with central orifice and trefoil ornament.
Vase (with handle) of minute size, standing only an inch 

and a half high, which may have been used by a lady for

* Ancient Meols, pi. vi, fig. 8. 

H»
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scents or cosmetics. The central portion or body of this 
pitcher-shaped little vessel is decorated with seven horizontal 
bands of alternating striated patterns, such as have occurred 
upon several brooches in this metal, and as are still better 
exemplified on a remarkable pewter needle-case in the writer's 
collection, and engraved in the annual report for 1867.* 
Date 14 15 century.

Bell of small size, with loop for attachment to a collar or 
other article of dress.t It contains, in lieu of a tongue, a 
metallic pellet, and the open slit of the bell extends half way 
up each side, terminating here at a slightly raised horizontal 
rib. Including the loop, the object has only the height of 
five-eighths of an inch. The use of such minute bells, as 
additions to costume in English medieval times, was very 
general and varied, but we are left greatly in ignorance as 
to the substances of which they were manufactured, and it 
seems extraordinary that lead or even pewter should have been 
employed for any sonorous purpose.

In Ancient Meols,\.T)r. Hume supplies a good dissertation 
on mediaeval bells generally, from which we cull the following 
examples of the use of the miniature ones in question: 

Lady (gold or silver) . worn upon the girdle or the collar. 
Gentleman (ditto) . on the baldriok or sash. 
Morris dancer . . . round the leg, on the shoe, &c. 
Clown, jester, or fool . on the cap, jerkin, and gloves. 
Festival of Fools . . by the mock ecclesiastics, on their

robes.
Criminal ..... on the cap to represent him a fool. 
Horse ...... on the bridle ; larger ones being

attached to the saddle-cloth and
harness.

* Transactions, vol. xx, fig. 23.
f As in Ancient Sleols, pi. xxvi, fig. 11.

J Pp. 255 264.

I



101

Dog ....... on the collar.
Hawk ...... tied to the neck.

A bell of about the size of this fresh example of a very 
rare class of relics, also belonged to the writer's collection ; 
it was, however, more slender or more delicately fashioned, as 
it crumbled to pieces on examination. Such were, we opine, 
more probably attached to the dresses of morris dancers than to 
hawks or dogs, as the sounds emitted from pewter could not 
be audible at any great distance. The date of both may be 
as late as 15th century.

Boss or stud, lin. diameter; the design a variety of the 
Maltese cross on a circle, each limb terminating in 8 pellets, 
a large one occupying the centre. The angles within the 
circle are open, but the whole face is ornamented with striated 
or reticulated work.

Head of n, dress pin (?), circular, ornamented with 8 pellets, 
4 large and 4 smaller ones, placed alternately within a den­ 
ticulated border ; the pin seems to have been iron.

IRON. Uncertain object, Sin. long, three-fourths of this 
being solid with a pointed extremity, the other being socketed. 
Two uses suggest themselves that of fi rude pike, find that 
of a " linstock," according to the manner in which the object 
is held.

Knives (1), one with strig complete, 8£in. long; part of 
the riveted handle of wood remains : 15   16th century.

Fishhooks (8) of types engraved and described, but un­ 
certain age.

Nail of rectangular form, 3jin. long.
Bolts (4), with lozenge-shaped " washers," one of which is 

nearly 4in. long.
LEATHER. Sheath of a knife, rudely ornamented with a 

slnalied pattern and line borders ; it is of two thicknesses, 
the inner one being of a fine and soft quality.


