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EXTRACTS FROM THE REGISTERS AT 
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By James Di.io/t, Esy., F.R.hist.S.

(READ HTH DECEMBEH, 1873, AND 2ND Armi,, 1874.)

INTRODUCTION.

SOME years ago, my attention was drawn to the large amount 
of valuable matter which lies enclosed in our Parish Regis­ 
ters. All over the country we have the materials for history 
scattered ; of undoubted authenticity, and also available for 
literary purposes. The facts which were important in the 
various localities, the great events in the lives of the people, 
rich and poor, and many circumstances illustrative of manners 
and customs, are here formally recorded and often authenti­ 
cated. Nor is this all. When every parish was weak, each 
endeavoured to strengthen another, expecting aid in its turn ; 
and thus there is a reference to localities most of which were 
wholly unknown, in the limited geographical knowledge of 
the rustic population.

A remark in a public newspaper, during 1873, arrested my 
attention ; this drew on a correspondence ; and I was led to 
believe that even the naked extracts from the registers of 
some of our older churches, might be acceptable to the mem­ 
bers of a local society which seeks to accumulate ore and 
metal, to be fused and moulded by future workmen. The



extracts which I had carefully made, promised therefore to be 
of some service; and they are given here. It is only neces­ 
sary to say that the orthography, punctuation, abbreviations, 
&c., have all been carefully preserved as in the original.

Having a distinct object in view, that hns been steadily 
adhered to. With the exception of a passing allusion to 
some fact of interest, and suggestive of the use which might 
be made of other facts, this is merely a series of extracts, 
with a connecting thread of explanation. There are indi­ 
vidual entries each of which would afford the text for a 
dissertation ; and in other hands might have led to the 
loading of this skeleton with a mass of flesh in the form of 
notes. Nor is there anything to prevent those who have 
information, ability and leisure from adopting such a course 
with these or with oilier and similar materials.

The subject naturally divides itself into three Parts.

I. INTERMENTS IN THE DFKBY CHAPEL.

This portion includes an account of all the recorded inter­ 
ments which have taken place from that of Henry, 4th Earl 
of Derby, nearly three centuries ago.

If there were nothing else at Ormskirk Church possessing 
any special attraction, the Derby vault there would be deeply 
interesting to lovers of the British constitution. Here repose, 
among those of many other members of the noble house of 
Stanley, the mortal remains of James, the " Great Earl of 
" Derby," the loyal supporter and friend of Iloyalty ; and 
those of his illustrious Countess, the heroic defender of 
Lathom House. I feel, therefore, that the few extracts from 
the Parish Registers of Ormskirk, embodied in this paper 
(though presented with diffidence) will probably be acceptable 
to the members of this Historic Society.

Before giving these, however, I would say a word about the 
Chapel, beneath which lies the " time-honoured-vault" of the



Stanleys. Its site is at the S.E. corner of the Church; and it 
appears to have been such a complete enlargement of a former 
Chapel there as to cause it to be called, at the interment of 
Henry, fourth Earl of Derby, " the new chaucell." At the 
altar of our Lady in the former, Thomas, first Earl of Derby, 
founded and endowed a chantry  (See Canon Kaines' Lanca­ 
shire Chantries, vol. i, p. 103).

It is doubtless a matter of ivgret to many, as it has often 
been to me, that a spot so full of interest should yet remain 
without visible memorials of so many of the noble who sleep 
beneath its unadorned walls and windows. But if ever 
the long talked-of restoration of the Church should take 
place, this very interesting portion of it will surely come in 
for its shore.

The registers at Urmskirk date from the first year of the 
reign of Elizabeth, and are thus prefaced :  

The Regester Booke of all such as have beeu christened, 
married, and buried within the parish of Ormsk since the 
beginniuge of her Mati§ moste happie raigiie (which did begin to 
England's joy and comforte) the seventeenth day of November 
Anno Domini 1557.

Other evidences of the existence of a strong Protestant 
feeling in Ormskirk, about this period and the commencement 
of the Orange reign, will appear in further extracts ; but 1 
must first dispose of my primary undertaking, and produce 
the following Derby Chapel records. And I shall confine the 
list strictly to those which are records of interments in the 
Chapel, as special interest only lies with them, while with 
respect to the several members of the house of Stanley not 
herein mentioned, the inference may be fairly drawn as to 
where they would severally find their last earthly repose.

4 December 1598.
The funerall of the Right honorable henrie late Earle of derbie 
in the new chancell.
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September 4. 1604 
Ser Edward Stanley burd in my Lord's chapel.

November 21. 1605. 
A child of Mr. Tho1 Stanley buried in my Lorde his chancell.

October 17, 1608.
Lady Elizabeth Stanley fi : William Earle of Derbie was buried 
in my Lord his chappell.

7 June 1617. 
Will111 Langeley Gent, bur : in the Erie of Derbie's chappell.

10 September 1617. 
Henry Mountieson bur. in my Lord of Derbies chancel 1.

16 October 1617.
John Portman Inf: fil : Ser Henry, Knight, bur : in the Eight 
Hoble the Eric of Derby his chancell.

February 19, 1626. 
Edw : Potter Gent: burd in my Lord's chaucell.

April 19, 1628. 
Miss Elizabeth Davics burd in my Lord's chancell.

February 21, 1629. 
Hugh Dicconson   buried in my Lord's chaucell.

March 2, 1629. 
William Alcar, burd in my Lord's chancell.

March 81, 1630. 
Stanley Woorden burd in my Lord's chancell.

22 June, 1633. 
Charles Fyles Inf: fi : Henry Esq. bur. in. Lord's chappell.

October 2, 1684. 
Hugh Hesketh Gent: bur1 in my Lord's chancell.

14 Apr-ill, 1685.
Mr. Henry Stanley Inf: fi : p Nobilis Dni Strange bur: in his 
hou : chancell.

April 21, 1687. 
David Woods bur1 in my Lord's chaucell.

March 29, 1638.
Mr. James Stanley, son of the Bight Honorable James Lord 
Strange buried in my Lord's own chapel.

27 October, 1641. 
Will Fyles fi : Heurie Esquire bur. in my Lord's chausell.

August 29, 1642. 
Isabell the Ladie Stanley was bur1 in their own chappell.



September 5, 1648.
Anne daughter to the Lord Cottington contracted to Charles 
Lord Strange bur1 in my Lord's chancoll.

The extract found elsewhere about " noe registers" being 
" Ingrossed" between 1044 and 1053, owing to the " warres," 
explains an omission (to be regretted) viz. : the record of the 
sad event of the " Martyr Earl's' interment.

July 4, 1658.
Mr. John Lappage of Orrnske Chaplayne at Lathom bur1 in my 
Lord of Darby's chancell.

February 29, 1658.
Helena Jones fil: Mr. John Jones of Lathom bur' in my Lord 
of Darby's chancell.

February 10, 1658.
Edward Stanley sonne to the Right Hoble Charles Earlo of 
Derby Intombed in his own chancell. Dyed 6th .

February 24, 1658.
Katharine Wetherby of Ormiskirke Widow bur1 at the east end 
of my Lord of Derbyes chancell.

April 16, 1661.
Captaine Gerrard Markland of Ormskirke buried in the Earle 
of Darbye'3 chancell.

June 80, 1662.
Earle William brought from Chester and buried in his owne 
Tomb at OrmBk.

I am not able t<> account for this seeming inaccuracy, as 
Earl William died at Chester in 1642. Perhaps the fact was 
owing to the disturbed state of the country; so Unit after 
temporary burial at Chester, he was removed when peace had 
been siitfieieutly restored, to his proper place of sepulture.

June 1, 1668.
Lady Catherine Standley fill: Charls Earle of Derby in's owne 
chance! 1.

August 16, 1668.
Charles Stanley fil. Carolus Comes Derbje and Domino Mane 
Insular, sepult in his chancell.

March 7, 1664.
Edward Stanley Esq. Brother to the Right Hobu Charles Earle 
of Derby. Dyed at Portsmouth. Intombed in their own 
chancell.



March 80, 1664.
Mr. Thomas Moore of the Isle of Man bur1 iri my Lord's 
chancell.

Under a rudely depicted coronet.
April 6, 1CG4.

Sharlett Countess Dowager of Derby Departed this Life at 
Knowsley the, 22' day of March. Entombed in her own 
chaucell. Post Funera Virtus.

Juno 26, 1665.
An Infant of Charles Earle of Derby Intombed in his own 
chancell.

December 28, 1670. 
Guil. Stanley fil. Jacobi Comitis de Derby in famulo Sepulto.

January 29, 1672.
Carolus Comes de Derbie Dignissimus et honoratissimus, Vitam 
fatis apud Knowsleye Vicesimo primo die Decembris pie ac 
Sanctissime reddidit ; propriaque Bute Capella in Ecclesia 
Ormeskirkiensi Vicesirao nono Januarij fuit tumulatus Eegi, 
patriae, et Ecclesire, Anglican®, Deploratus.

July 29, 1674.
Dna Maria Stanly fil: honoratissimi Dii Caroli Cornitis de Derbie 
defunct obijt Londini 18 die. tumulata fuit in ffraterna cancella.

f have spoken of the unadorned walls and windows of this 
chnpel, but there is a single monument which deserves notice. 
Though the place of interment is not mentioned in the Registers, 
yet the mnral tablet to which I refer makes known the fact 
that Alice, wife of the Hon. and Rev. John Stanley, Rector in 
succession of Liverpool, Bury, and Winwick, \vas buried, if 
not within the vault (and I do not think she was) yet within 
the chnpel, on the eastern side of the vault; for thus testifies
the slab on the east wall : 

Beneath this monumental marble lies, 
Ono who at once, was gracefull good and wise, 
Lov'd »nd admir'd in every scene of Life, 
The Daughter spotless, exemplary wife. 
Finn in her Friendship & in Honour clear, 
Discreet, sweet-temper'd, modest and sincere, 
Agreeable in all things, most in mind, 
She liv'd a bright example to her kind.

Alice wife of the Honble and Ber1 John Stanley, D.D., and 
Daughter of Edward Warren, of Poynton in Cheshire, Esqr., by 
his second wife, Margaret the Daughter of the Honble William 
Spencer, Esqr., Died the 5th of Nov. 1787 Aged 89.



In another part of this paper, I find occasion for a remark 
upon Lancashire Witchcraft, of the ancient kind. Unhappily, 
neither our Lancashire nor Cheshire " Witches," of the 
present day and in the modern sense, are all of them every­ 
thing that is to be understood by the terms 

Discreet, sweet-temper'd, modest and sincere.

Dr. Stanley survived this excellent wife till 1781, dying at 
the advanced age of 91 years.

II. MISCELLANEOUS EXTRACTS.

Churchwardens ure not a class of men who incline to 
hiding their lights under a bushel; consequently if we do not 
find a long list of other things recorded, we are pretty sure to 
find at least their names. Thus, at the very commencement of 
the registers, we read on a fly leaf 

5th Januarie 1600.
The names of the Churchwardens wrh cawesed this booke to be 
writen. And payde for the wrytinge thereof xx*.

Roger Walworthe 
Thomas A Ascough 
Raffe P5 Byrtchwood 
John J. Ormieshaw 
William W Hoolme

John   p  Lancaster 

wryten in the presence of Ric Ambrose Vicar

The above signatures shew that at least one of the three 
ordinary subjects of education was not commonly taught in 
the parish. And we gather from the record itself, that the 
entries must have been first made on loose sheets and after­ 
wards bound together.

At the end of the register of Baptisms for 1041, we find 
this interesting memorandum :  

Here endeth the Regester 1644. And by reason of the 
continuall warres heare in England there hath beene noe
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Regester Ingrossed till the year 1653 as may appears in the 
New Booke. Authorized by Act of Parliament

Vivat Rex

And the " New Booke," accordingly, begins in this manner :
Publications and Marriages According to Act of Parliament 

1658. Commanding to be Registered from and after the 29 of 
September 1658 which was performed and done in the parish 
of Ormskirk as followeth.

The following appears to be the form of Certificate of the 
Proclamation of Banns.

Let all men whom these presents may concerne knowe that 
the Banns of Matrimonie hath been Published in the parish 
Church of Ormskirk in the audience of the Congregation there 
assembled three several Lord's days last past between A. B. 
& C. D. both of this parish as witness my hand this 2 daye of 
F'eb : in the yeare of Our Lord 1653.

By me
Peter Barton

Regeetr
All friends are i 
herewith conteute | 
for anie thing I 
know to the con- 
trarie

As to these Act of Parliament Marriages themselves, they 
were not the off-hand sort of business which marriages often 
are now-a-tlays, for we find mention of several which were 
attended by one or more Justices of the Peace, whose 
signatures nttest their presence.

Fidelity to the House of Stanley and its connexions is not 
left unnoticed by these old-fashioned Churchmen ; thus we 
read  

March 18 1654.
William Lord Strange Sou of Charles Earle of Derby born 

at Luthom upon Sunday March 18th and Baptized March 22 
1654, whom God preserve with Long life and heaven at last 
& soe prayeth Kichard Grice.

Again 
Alexander Breres of Lathom Gent., Steward to the Right
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Honorable Charles Earle of Derby Departed this life at 
Ormskirk July 8 day, Buried the 5th

In Ecclesia in Mr. Mossock's Chancel.
Faythfull to his Prince, to the Commonwealth a Friend, 
His Boul to God, to earth hia body I doe commend. 
Wayting the Sentence of the Blessed Day 
By's Fayth in Christ that hee will live for aye, 
My verse to vile, to record and set forth 
Such to too few, this Age of ours brings forth.

Post Funera Virtus. Will. Grice Beg' 1669.

The " Mr. Mossock's chancel" here named lies on the 
north side of the Church, and on its wall is a brass plate, 
containing the following declaration : 

Jesus Mariro 
God Save the King

My Ancestors have been interred heare 885 yoares 
This by Auntient evidence to mee appeares 
Which thatt all maye knowe & none doe offer wrong 
It is ten no ffoto broad & 4 yeardes & a halffo long

Anno Domini 1661 Henry Mosoke 
^Etatis Suffl 74 Ad Majorem dei Gloriam.

Richard Mosok Sculpsitt.

Mossock Hall, the residence of the Mossook family, is 
situated at Cunscough, in the township of Moiling, a spot 
which may once have boon considered a sort of " debateable 
ground," at the junction of the three townships of Aughton, 
Bickerstaffe, and Melling. The name of the family has 
become extinct, and the property has passed by marriage into 
the hands of the Blundells of Ince Blundell. A Lieutenant 
Mossoke is mentioned in the Annals of the Civil Wars in 
Lancashire, as one of the Royalist prisoners who were taken 
at the battle of Aughton Common, 20th August, 1644.

If the plate tells the truth, we have here one of the earliest 
positive claims to a burial place to be found anywhere in the 
neighbourhood, and its title to interest is therefore very con­ 
siderable.

Loyalty seems to have been ever one of the cardinal virtues
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of the people of Ormskirk, as seen in the following memorial 
for example : 

Charles hy the Grace of God the Second, Sonne of Charles 
the first : King of England Scotland France and Ireland. 
Defender of the Fayth &c. 1660. Proclaymed twice at the 
Market Cross at Ormskirke By the Eight wor11 John Entwistle 
Esq : one of His Ma" Justices of Oyer and Terminer; Peace 
& Quorum . & Will. Grice

Reg'
With Great Alacrity and to the Joy of all his Ma" loving 
subjects Crowned King at Westminster the 23rd day of Aprill 
being St. Georg day 1661.

May 11 1660.
The same day at Seven of the Clock in the Afternoon being 

the Eleventh day of May 1660 I proclaymed In Ormskirke at 
the Crosse Charles the Second by the Grace of God : King of 
England, Scotland, France and Ireland, &c. To the Joy of 
all Good Christians,

Vivat Bex Will Grice Kegistrar.
Testimony to the liberality of the people of this old town 

is seen in the following list of Collections by Royal Warrant, 
made between 1664 and 1671.

By Virtue of the Great Seale of England Anno E, E" Carol! 
Sedi, &c.

December 81, 1664.
"Collected in the Parish Church of Ormskirk, six shillings and 
six pence for St. Mary's Church in Chester upon his Ma"* Letters 
Patent &c.

February 14, 1665.
Collected in the Parish Church for a great fire in Atighton one 
shilling and eight pence &c.

Nov 14, 1665.
Collected in the said Parish Church at three severall Collections 
for the use of the poor Infected and Visited in the City of 
London four pounds and nine pence and payd over to George 
Eotheram appoynted Eeceiver by the Lord Bishop of Chester.

December 10, 1665.
Collected in the said Parish Church Nine Shillings and Nine 
Pence for the poor Visited in the City of London.

May 29, 1666.
Collected in the said Parish Church of Ormskirke In Money 
upon the fast day being for the poor Visited and Infected in 
London four shillings and two pence.
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March 8th , 1667.

Collected in the Parish Church upon hia Mau Letters Patent 
for Capt. James Barret upon losses sustayned at Sea 5 Shillings 
& 5 pence.*

December 28, 1668.
Collected in the Parish Church of Ormskirke the Summe of 
Nine Shillings and three pence for the use of Mrs. Diana 
Purlaina and Mrs. Elizabeth Yilliers for their losses by piracy  
their husbands slayne in the Isle of St. Marys.

December 18 (27, 81), 1668.
Collected in the Parish Church of Ormskirke by virtue of 
severall Warrants and by his Mau Royall Proclamation for and 
towards the Beliefe of the poor who had sustayned Great 
Losses by that sadd and Lamentable ffyre in London the 
Summo of three pounds.

The foregoing are a sample of what we find in the Registers, 
but in the Churchwardens' books we find hundreds of a like 
character between the years 1676 and 1725, almost every part 
of England being responded to, besides foreign places. The
following are selected :  

July, 1694.
£ s. d. 

Then Collected in yc Parish of Ormsk* for the ffrench
Protestants the sum of................................. 9 6 C

January 10!h , 169?.
Collected then for the poor Sufferers of St. Olave 

Southwark One ounce and a half of old Silver 
Money.

May 5, 1699. 
Collected then in y Parish of Ormesk* for y use of

the fforeign Protestants .............................. 17 811
7b.r 12u, ) 1701. 

Collected then in y Parish of Ormeske, for y repair
of Chester Cathedrall ................................. 4 12 10

It is probable that the repair here alluded to was the 
restoring what had been despoiled in 1683, as it then " sus- 
" tained considerable damage from an enfuriated rabble, during

* Those who possess a copy of Mr. Borland's " Manchester Collectanea " 
(Cheetliam Society), will find a suitable place to make a note of this extract, 
under the head of " Notices of Notables Thomat Barritt of Manchetler, and 
hit MSS."
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" the commotion raised by the Duke of Monmouth when 
" passing through Chester."

March, 1708. 
Collected then in the Parish of Ormeske. for the

Poor Protestants in the Principality of Orange.. 10 5 0

October 28, 1715. 
Collected on St. Peter's Church in Chester briefe ... 0

December, 1716. 
Collected for the Protestants in G' Poland ............ 5

7 6$

5 4
October 24, 1724. 

Collected on Rippendale Inundation brief ............ 2 9 6±

In the same accounts, which appear to have been kept with 
great minuteness from 1665 to 1692, we find many interesting 
items, bearing more or less on the manners and customs of 
the time. The following are a few from among many such : 

1065. May 26. Cost on the schople boyes and
others at goinge procession in bread and drinke 0 010

The Ascensiontide processions, or " beating the bounds," 
as they were often called, are among the things of the past; 
Init the late Rev. J. T. Horton, during the early days of his 
Vicariatc, once " beat the bounds" of this large parish single- 
handed, and it took him two days to perform the task.

1665. June 12. Cost on the ringers the first tyme 
wee had newes of our navies' good successe ag* 
the Dutch and for candles........................... 010

1666. April 16. P-' for Vermin. 39 Orchants 
(hedgehogs); 3 Kyde (Kite) heads; 52 Maul- 
derts (Moles) heads; 50 Pianets (Magpies) 
heads; 18 Gees (Jays) heads ..................... 0 14 0

It wns an old custom, in most country parishes, to have a 
professional " rnolecatcher," and to nail the heads of foxes 
and other " vermin " on or near tlnj door of the Church. 
They proved an attraction to the dogs around ; and this led 
to the necessity for an officer called the "dogwhipper." 
Hence we have an entry of " paid for a whipp to whippe 
dogs fort-he of the Church."
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1667. May 29. Payd to yf ringers for ringing on
his Matyi birth and restoration day ............... 050

Spent the same day on the Vicker and our seleves... 050

The " vicker" was often found a convenient guest, to pnss 
off these little expenses with becoming grace and dignity.

1668. Feb. 7. Payd for hire of a horse to Wigan 
to fetch ropes and pulleyes to take downe the 
bells ...................................................... 0 1 0

1668. Nov. 5. Payd to the Ringers for Ringiuge 
upon powder treason day according to ancient 
custorne................................................... 060

1679. March. Paid 'for a role of Parchment about
enrollinge Popish Submitters ........................ 006

1680. Sept r 80. Paid for an order about recusants 008

Popery was clearly in no favour here about this time.

1682. Sept'. Pd for 12 bottles of wine sent downe
to Mr. Entwistle's to treat the Lord Bishopp ... 0 12 0

Mr. Entwistle was aa ancestor of the present Mr. Entwistle 
of Foxholes, near Rochdale, and an owner of property in the 
parish of Ormskirk. Some of the family are entombed in 
vaults there. " The Lord Bishopp" was Bishop Pearson, the 
well-known author of an " Exposition of the Creed."

1682. Septr. P'1 for a nogg to heuge Churchwardens
hats on ................................................... 008

Tn country houses a rail fastened to the wall, with a number 
of projecting wooden pins, called " noggs," may frequently be 
seen. Of the official requirements of Churchwardens, it may 
not be uninteresting to state that only a very few years ago 
the wardens' pew at Ormskirk contained four copper spittoons.

1685. May 28. Paid for all the Workmanship 
about whiteninge the Church and drawinge 
verses out of the Scriptures on the Walls and 
all other things.......................................... 600

1689. Feb. 6. Payd to y Ringers for Ringing being
the day his Ma'tie began his Gracious Raigne... 060
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1690. July 19. Payd to the Kingers and spent at 
the Boone fyer with the Constable and severall 
others when the Joyfull News came that King 
Willi: hat Oott ye Victory in Ireland* ............ 0 8 4

1691. Aug. 8. Payd for wine And Alle wch wee 
presented to his Lordship the Bishopp while he 
stayd at Ormskirke .................................... 1 16 0

Payd to the Ringers at the same time .................. 0 3 4
Payd and spent on our selves in attending the Lord

Bishop while his Lordship stayd at Ormeskirke 088
This was Bishop Stratford, founder of the Chester Blue 

Ooat Hospital, and whose stay in Ormskirk may be accounted 
for by the fact that his daughter married Edmund Entwistle, 
D.D., Dean of Chester, second son of John Entwistle, Esq., 
and who was born at Ormskirk in J(!60. What a stir there 
would be, however, if the Churchwardens attempted now to 
saddle such expenses on the ratepayers .'
1691. Octr 8. Payd to the Kingers for Einging 

when ye joyfull news came y' Limbericke was 
taken and surrendered................................. 084

1692. Ap. 17. Spent on Mr. Worthin when hee 
read prayers Wednesday before Easter Mr. 
Taylor being not at whome........................... 008

The Kev. Zachary Taylor, the vicar here named, made 
himself notable by his zealous declamations against Lanca­ 
shire witchcraft (I mean of the ancient kind). He was most 
likely on a preaching tour at this time, being one of the King's 
Preachers for the County Palatine.
1692. Ap. 17. Payd for a pint of wine and a mauchet 

(small white loaf) which the Clarke fetched for 
severall sicko persons within Scarisbricke which 
the Vicker went to severall times .................. 0 1 1

After a long gap in these accounts, we come to an entry in 
1801, which is especially interesting at the present day, 
viz. :  
Ale for Eingers on the news of Emperor Paul's death

and taking of the Danish fleet ..................... 1 0 0

* The news must have been long on the way, as the Battle of the Boyne, 
near Drogheda, was fought on the 1st.
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With England's present and prospective alliances, we are 
not likely again to rejoice over similar events for some time 
to come.

Going back a few years, to an entirely different subject, we 
find that encouragement to vagrancy was certainly not the rule.

Appoyuted to be Registered 
January 9 day 1CGO

Pr John Entwistle

William Brown Aged 29 yeares convicted at Orrnskirke before 
John Entwistle Esq. Justice of Peace and Quor : for a wander­ 
ing Beggar. Black Hayrd, lame of one Arme, sent back to 
Hurdle in Hampshire where he sayde he was Borne.

Small facts such as I have here adduced evidence of, may 
and often do appear insignificant to many ; yet they aro 
very useful for illustration, and for the verification of other 
facts, especially in respect to names, places, and dates.

III.   PARISH BRIEFS.

Some of the quotations just given are suggestive of a 
state of society now little known. Every age has its own 
necessities ; and it has also greater or less facilities for 
meeting them The necessity for what were known as Briefs 
may be illustrated from the facts of to-day.

At the present time our thoughts aro turned with anxiety 
towards n distant portion of the British empire, the presi­ 
dency of Bengal ; where thousands of our fellow-creatures 
are starving because there has arisen " a mighty famine in 
" that land." Such a calamity naturally awakens a feeling of 
deep sympathy in the hearts of us who are at home at our 
ease. At such a time it is surely profitable to read these 
simple parochial records of the bounty of our forefathers, 
who gave abundantly of their scanty substance whenever 
cases of distress were proclaimed to them by their minister. 
He was the only medium, generally, in those far back days, 
through which such things could come to their knowledge.
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These serve to shew, on a limited scale, that there existed 
a bond of Christian brotherhood in past ages, like that which 
now manifests itself on behalf of our Indian friends ; and 
they exhibit a charity which had then no local or even national 
limit. . Our benevolence ought in like manner, in these days 
of universal intercommunication, to know no general one.

Such fragments possess much interest for those who are 
accustomed to reflect, especially when compared with similar 
occurrences which the daily press ever keeps us acquainted 
with.

29° June, 1676.
Paid then by James ffarrar, James Halsall, Tho: Grimshawe, 

Willm Barton, Wm Goore, & Hen : Prescott Churchwardens 
for y° parish of Ormsk : into ye hands of Mr. Richard Abram 
High Constable the Sume of five pounds fourteene shillings 
six pence, wch s'1 sume was collected in this parish for and 
towards the Beliefe of ye Inhabitants of the Town of North­ 
ampton lately ruined by fire.

I. Say
p : J. ff.

	 £ a. d. 
Collected in Ornieskirk of yp s'1 moneys ............ 02 09 02
In Lathorn ................................................ 01 08 06
In Scarsbrick ............................................. 00 12 04
In Burscough ............................................. 00 08 04
In Bickerstafle .......................................... 00 16 11
In Skelnrsdale .......................................... 00 04 03

05 14 06

December ye 11 th , 1692.
Collected then in ye Parish Church of Orrneskirke upon 

Chagford breife y8 Sum of Seaven Shillings,

January ye 29th , 169|.
Collected then in ye Parish Church of Onneskirke upon 

Ledbury briefe in y° County of Hereford y" Sum of Nine 
Shillings Six Pence.

Aprill ye 28th , 1698.
Collected then in yp Parish Church of Ornieskirk for ye poor 

sufferers of Druridge, Widdrington and Chibbarne in Northum­ 
berland ye sum of flburteen Shillings & Sixpence.
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May 6th , 1694.
Collected then in y e Parish Church of Orine6ke for ye poor 

sufferers of Woollew ye sum of ffourtcen Shillings & a Penny.
Collected y* HIh of Aprill, 1695.

In y e Parish Church of Ormeskirke for y e poor sufferers of 
Gwillingham in ye County of Dorsett ye Sum of Ten Shillings 
ffour Pence ffarthing.

Aprill SO 11 ', 1695.
Collected then in y e Parish of Orniesk " in ye County of 

Lancr for ye poor sufferers of Warwick by tire ye severall Sumes 
(viz.)

i' s. d. 
Ormeskirke ................................................... 286
Lathani......................................................... 086
Scarisbricke ................................................... 0 10 0
Burscoe......................................................... 092
Bicurstaffe...................................................... 0 4 10
Skelmersdall................................................... 028

488
June 16lh , 1695.

Collected for ye poor sufferers in York the sum of fifteen 
shillinges and nine pence.

7bBr 15, 1695.
Collected then for ye poor sufferers in Nether-haven & ffid- 

dleton ye sum of Twelve Shillings and four pence.
9bpr 1511 ', 1696.

Collected then for yc poor sufferers of Wrockiden in y° county 
of Salop ye Sume of Six Shillinges.

Aprill II 11 ', 1697.
Collected then for yc poor sufferers of Streatham in y* lie 

of Ely Six Shillings in old Money.
7 bl'r 12, 1697.

Collected then for ffewston Church in Yorkshire Seaven 
Shillings. Pd by J. C.

John Crosbie, Warden.
December 26th , 1697.

Collected then for Wolverhamptou in Staffordshire Seaven 
Shillings Ten Pence.

J. Crosby, Warden.
August 14lh, 1698.

Collected then for Newberry fire in Berkshire Eight Shillings 
& E leaven Pence.

Wm Barton, Warden.


